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N  preferring  the  Fourth  Volume  of  the  New 


Annual  Regifter  to  the  public,  it  is  a  great  fa- 
tisfadion  to  us  that  we  have  been  able  to  bring  it 
out  comparatively  fo  early.  Our  fatisfadion,  how¬ 
ever,  would  be  very  ill  founded,  if  the  work  were 
offered  to  the  world  in  a  lefs  perfed  ftate*  than  it 
would  have  appeared  in,  had  the  publication  of  it 
been  longer  delayed.  But  we  may  venture  to  ab¬ 
le  rt  that  this  is  not  the  cafe,  and,  indeed,  may  with 
.confidence  appeal  to  our  readers  for  the  at- 


A  % 


tention 


PREFACE* 


iv 

tention  and  care  with  which  the  whole  has  been  con- 
eluded. 

The  View  of  the  Progrefsof  Knowledge*  Lite¬ 
rature*  and  Tafte  in  Britain*  which  is  continued  to 
the  acceffion  of  Edward  the  Firft,  fets  before  us, 
among  other  objeds,  the  life*  charader,  and 
extraordinary  difeovaries  of  Roger  Bacon,  the  won¬ 
der  of  his  age.  In  the  Britiili  and  Foreign  Hiftory, 
we  have  given  a  full,  faithful,  and  impartial  narra¬ 
tive  of  the  events  of  the  year,  among  which  the 
accompliinment  of  the  peace,  the  interefting  de« 
bates  that  followed  that  tranfadion,  and  the  politi¬ 
cal  revolution  of  which  it  was  either  the  pretext  or 
the  caufe,  ftand  particularly  diftinguifhed.  In  the 
State  Papers,  befides  the  Articles  of  Pacification 
with  the  feveral  powers  with  whom  we  had  been 
at  war,  and  other  important  memoirs,  the  Reports 
of  the  Commiffioners  of  Accounts,  which  are  of 
inch  moment  to  the  nation,  are  carried  on  fo  far  as 
they  were  laid  before  the  public  in  1783.  The  Ex¬ 
tracts  under  the  feveral  heads  of' Biography,  Man 
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ners  of  Nations,  Claffical  and  Polite  Critieifm,  Na» 
tural  Philofophy,  Antiquities,  Mifcellaneous  E flays, 


and  Poetry,  will  be  found  to  furnifli  a  rich  variety 
of  inflmftion  and  entertainment.  Among  the  PEN 

'  •’  ;/  '  .  i  V  ■  5  -  t  •*'*  "'  ’  'l 

lofophical  Papers,  we  cannot  avoid  diftinguifhing 


fir  William  Hamilton’s  affeding  and  ftriking  de- 
fcription  of  the  dreadful  earthquakes  in  Italy 
and  Sicily,  which  is  given  entire,  and  corredly 
printed* 


With  regard  to  the  Hiflory  of  the  Domeflic  Li¬ 
terature  of  the  Year,  the  writer  of  that  article  hath 
pofieffed  the  benefit  of  a  voluntary  communication 
from  an  anonymous  gentleman,  relative  to  the  pub¬ 
lications  in  Natural  Philofophy,  Chemiftry,  and 
Medicine.  This  communication  is  feparately  mark¬ 
ed,  by  being  included  in  brackets  ;  and  we  here  re¬ 
turn  thanks  to  our  unknown  correfpondent,  for  his 

( 

i  * 

ingenious,  learned,  and  valuable  afliftance.  Our 
account  of  Foreign  Literature  is  much  larger  than 
it  hath  hitherto  been ;  and  we  have  endeavoured  to 

t 

confer  upon  it  an  additional  advantage  in  point  of 
arrangement* 

A  3 


Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  we  cannot  help  flattering  ouf- 
felves,  that  an  impartial  public  will  not  only  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  we  have  not  remitted  in  our  dili- 

« 

gence,  but  will  be  able  to  difcern  fome  marks  of  im- 
provement,  which  will  contribute  to  increafe  the  re¬ 
putation  and  fuccefs  we  have  already  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  obtain* 


r.  I  -  -  -  " 
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SHORT  VIEW 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  KNOWLEDGE,' 
LITERATURE,  AND  TASTE, 


IN  THIS  COUNTRY 


{From  the  Norman  Conqjiest,  to  the  Accession  of 

King  Edward  the  Fir  ft. 


H  E  Norman  Conquefl,  whilffc  it  was  a  mo  ft  impoN 


l  tant  Revolution  with  regard  to  the  political  Rate  of 
this  country,  could  not  fail  of  having  feme  influence  on  the 
underftandiogs  and  the  manners  of  the  people  in  general* 
The  Normans,  from  their  refidence  in  France,  had  ac¬ 
quired  certain  ideas  of  -fplendour  and  refinement ;  and  the 
complete  eftablilhment  of  the  feudal  fyftem  introduced  new 
magnificence  and  elegance  among  our  unpolifhed  anceftors. 
The  great  lords,  who  came  over  with  the  conqueror,  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  large  allotments  of  land  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  diffufed  the  knowledge  of  various  im¬ 
provements  which  had  been  entirely  unknown  in  the  moft 
flourifhing  periods  of  the  Saxon  government,  and  gave 
a  more  liberal  turn  to  the  minds  even  of  the  provincial  in¬ 
habitants.  From  the  greater  degree  of  extent  and  ftateli- 
nefs  with  which  caftles  and  churches  were  now  built,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Norman  adventurers  brought  with  them  a 
1783.  a  fuperior 


Superior  acquaintance  with  the  arts.  With  refpeCt  to  litera¬ 
ture  in  particular,  feveral  circumftances  concured  to  make 
it  appear  with  a  luftre  which  it  had  not  hitherto  attained*. 

William  the  Conqueror  was  a  patron  and  a  lover  of  learn¬ 
ing.  He  had  received  a  good  education,  was  fond  of  read¬ 
ing,  and  was  pleafed  with  the  converfation  of  men  of  letters, 
whom  he  raifed  to  the  higheft  dignities  and  richeft  benefices 
in  the  church.  This  had  excited  a  great  ardour  for  litera¬ 
ry  purfuits  among  the  clergy  in  Normandy,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  productive  of  the  fame  effeCfc  in  England.  In  con- 
fequence  of  William’s  generofity,  fome  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  fcholars  from  the  continent  came  into  Britain,  arid 
contributed,  both  by  their  example  and  inftruCtions,  to 
promote  the  define  and  advancement  of  knowledge.  The 
king  paid  a  particular  attention  to  the  education  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  his  youngeft  fon,  Henry  the  Firft,  became  the 
moft  learned  prince,  and  the  greateft  promoter  of  learning, 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  Hence  it  was  that  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  furname  of  Beauclerk,  the  title  by  which  he  is 
ufually  diftinguifhed'f'. 

We  muft  not,  from  this  account  of  things,  form  any 
very  high  ideas  of  the  literature  of  the  times.  A  progrefs 
was  made  in  it  which,  perhaps,  may  be  deemed  eonfider- 
able,  when  compared  with  the  ignorance  of  the  preceding 
period;  but  the  ftate  of  knowledge  was  full  extremely  im~ 
perfeCf,  and  what  degrees  there  were  of  it  were  confined  to 
a  few  perfons.  What  was  more  unfortunate  ftill,  the  learning 
of  the  age,  inftead  of  being  applied  to  the  true  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  human  mind,  was  converted  to  the  fupport  of 
bigotry,  fuperftition,  and  ecclefiaftical  power. 

It  was  during  the  government  of  the  Norman  line,  that 
^the  abfurdeft  principles,  and  the  moft  extravagant  claims  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  made  their  way  into  the  ifland.  The 
doCtrine  of  tranfubftantiation  gradually  gained  ground,  and 
at  length/  by  the  encouragement  and  influence  of  Lanfranc, 
arehbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was  univerfally  received.  A 
little  after,  Anfelm,  his  fucceflor,  obtained  the  victory  in 
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the  long-contefted  point  relative  to  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy  ; 
and  it  was  ordered,  that  no  priefts  of  any  kind  fhould  be 
allowed  to  marry:  nay,  fuch  as  were  already  married,  were 
prohibited  from  living  with  their  wives.  There  were,  like- 
wife,  many  contentions  about  inveftitures,  legates,  the  pal),, 
and  other  things,  which  we  only  mention  to  ihew  the  am¬ 
bition  and  infolence  of  the  Roman  pontiffs,  and  the  low 
Rate  of  knowledge  to  which  the  nation  in  general  was  rer> 
duced.  Indeed  feveral  of  our  princes,  while  the?  quiet¬ 
ly  admitted  the  doctrines,  flruggled  hard  againii  the  tem¬ 
poral  encroachments  of  the  popes  :  but  our  princes  flruggled 
in  vain ;  for  methods  were  generally  found  to  make  them, 
in  the  end,  fubmit. 

From  the  Conqueft  to  the  death  of  Stephen,  the  kingdom 
was  not  deftituce  of  writers,  who  had  a  great  reputation  in 
their  day,  though  their  works  would  be  read  with  little  re¬ 
gard  in  the  prefent  enlightened  age.  If  we  look  into  the 
authors  of  thofe  times,  we  fhaii  perceive  them  to  be  chiefly 
of  two  kinds,  the  divines  and  the  hiftorians.  The  treatifes 
of  the  former  either  abound  with  the  fubtleties  of  a  quirk- 
ifh  logic,  or  the  overflowings  of  a  weak  and  fuperftitious 
devotion.  As  to  the  latter,  they  are  extremely  defedlive  in 
matter,  order,  judgment,  and  ftyle;  but  yet  they  are  very 
ufeful,  as  being  the  only  fources  from  which  we  can  draw 
our  accounts  of  pafl:  tranfadlions. 

Among  the  divines  of  the  Norman  period,  Lanfranc, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  bears  no  inconflderable  rank. 
In  learning  he  was  confeffedly  equal  to  any  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries,  and  his  writings  were  long  held  in  repute.  It  was 
unhappy  that  the  talents  of  fo  able  a  man,  and  whofe  cha¬ 
racter  was,  in  many  refpedrs,  exceedingly  valuable,  fhould 
be  employed  in  vindicating  the  dodtrine  of  tranfubflanr 
tiation. 

Anfelm  is,  at  prefent,  more  knov/n  by  his  bigotted  Zeal 
for  the  authority  and  pretenflons  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
than  by  his  works,  though  they  are  pretty  voluminous ; 
>and  father  Gerberon  has  publifhed  a  handfame  edition  of 
them.  According  to  the  teflimony  of  Du  Fin,  many  me- 
taphyflcal  queflions  are  flarted  in  them,  and  argued  with 
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much  feeming  acutenefs.  Anfelm  firfl  introduced  the 
faftiion,  fo  long  in  vogue,  of  compofing  prayers  in  the 
form  of  meditations. 

The  literature  of  Gilbert,  bifhop  of  London,  obtained 
him  the  appellation  of  the  Univerfalid  :  but  very  little  regard 
h  due  to  this  pompous  title,  which  the  admiration  of  an 
ignorant  age  was  ready  to  bedow  on  any  perfon,  vvhofe 
knowledge  was  above  the  common  ftandard. 

Arnulph,  Godfrid,  and  Ofmund,  were  alfo  celebrated 
divines,  and  wrote  in  the  drain  of  their  contemporaries. 
The  la  ft  of  them  is  only  didinguifhed  by  correcting  the 
Sarurn  Liturgy,  which  was  afterwards  received  by  all  the 
diocefes  of  the  kingdom. 

The  hidorians  that  dourifhed  at  this  period,  are  more  de¬ 
fending  of  our  notice.  During  the  reign  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  Marianus,  a  Scotchman,  who  lived  at  Fulda, 
compofed  a  general  hidory  of  Europe,  from  the  creation  to 
the  year  1082.  As  to  the  authors  who  have  given  a  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  events  of  our  own  country,  the  fird,  in  order 
of  time,  is  Jngulph  ;  who,  in  his  account  of  Croyland, 
has  occadonally  inferted  the  actions  of  our  kings,  during 
the  fpace  of  four  centuries.  William  of  Poiftiers,  though 
a  foreigner,  has  defcribed  the  Norman  Revolution  with  a 
fairnefs  that  has  intitled  him  to  good  credit, 

Florence  of  Worceder,  and  Vital  is,  have  no  didinguidi- 
ed  merit ;  and,  though  their  compofitions  are  ufeful,  are 
much  inferior  to  Eadmer,  Alredus,  and  William  of 
Malmfbury,  who  were  the  principal  hidoriansof  their  day. 

Eadmer  compofed  a  relation  of  the  reigns  of  the  Con¬ 
queror  and  his  two  fons,  from  *066  to  1122  ;  and  the  work 
is  allowed  to  be  a  piece  of  great  value.  It  is  thought  to 
•excel  both  in  the  choice  and  clifpofition  of  its  matter;  and 
its  dyle  has  been  applauded  by  the  mod  judicious  authors. 

Alredus,  who  was  very  little  known  till  his  Annals  w'ere 
published  by  Mr.  Hearne,  in  1716,  wrote  an  abridgement 
of  our  hidory,  from  Brutus  to  Llenry  the  Fird,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  bed  performances  that  has  efcaped  the  depreda¬ 
tions  of  time.  His  concifenefs,  perfpicuity.,  and  elegance, 
t  ^gether  with  the  nature  of  his  plan,  have  gained  him  the 

appeila- 


THE  STATE  Of  KNOWLEDGE,  &c.  v 


appellation  of  the  Englifh  Florus  ;  and  he  is  obferved  to 
pay  a  more  than  ordinary  attention  to  dates  and  authorities* 

William  of  Malmfbury,  in  his  book  de  Geftis  Re¬ 
gum  Anglorum,  and  in  his  Hiftorise  Nouvellae,  has  coR 
lefied  all  that  he  found  upon  record,  from  the  introduction 
of  the  Saxons,  to  the  year  1144.  The  high  eft  commenda¬ 
tions  have  been  beftowed  upon  him;  and  it  muft  be  con« 
feffed,  that  his  writings  are  peculiarly  valuable,  fince  to 
him  we  are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  many  tranfasffions 
previous  to  the  Conqueft,  with  which  we  ftiould  not  other- 
wife  have  been  acquainted. 

The  Norman  fcholars,  who  were  introduced  by  William 
the  Firft  into  England,  were  not  wholly  inattentive  to  polite 
learning.  Godfrey,  prior  of  St.  S  with  ink  at  Winchefter, 
wrote  Latin  epigrams  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  elegance 

IO  OO 

and  fmartnefs.  Geoffrey,  who  had  been  invited  from 
France  to  fuperintend  the  fchool  of  the  abbey  of  Dunftable, 
compofed  a  play,  called  the  Play  of  St.  Catherine,  vwhich: 
was  aCled  by  his  fcholars,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
firft  inftance  of  theatrical  reprefentation  in  this  country. 
John,  commonly  called  Joannes  Grammaticus,  who  was 
employed  in  educating  the  Tons  of  the  principal' nobility, 
wrote  an  explanation  of  Ovid’s  Metamorphofis,  andaTrea- 
tife  on  the  Art  of  Verfification.  Laurence,  prior  of  the 
church  of  Durham,  was  the  author  of  nine  books  of  Latin 
elegies,  and  of  a  work  concerning  the  method  of  writing 
epiftles,  which  was  then  a  favourite  fubjetf.  He  employed 
himfelf,  likewife,  in  com  poling  declamations  and  orations 
in  the  manner  of  the  ancients ;  with  more  fpirit,  indeed, 
than  elegance  ;  but  yet  the  defign  was  laudable.  Robert  of 
Dunftable  fhone  as  an  elegiac  poet,  and  difplayed  great  at¬ 
tention  to  the  harmony  of  his  Latin  verfification.  It  muft: 
not  be  forgotten,  that  Herman,  a  Norman  bifliop  of  Sa- 
lifbury,  promoted  the  caufe  of  literature,  by  founding  a 
noble  library  in  the  ancient  cathedral  of  that  fee. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  work  we  have  had  occaflon  to  be¬ 
hold,  how  much  the  dofftrines  and  pretenfions  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  fee  were  built  upon  the  ruins  of  rational  piety,  good 
fenfe*  and  real  learning.  In  the  period  we  are  now  treat- 
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ing  of,  the  popes  advanced  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  info- 
lence  ;  fuch  an  infolence,  as  could  only  be  affumed  when 
the  human  underftanding  was  reduced  extremely  low*  and 
true  knowledge  aim  oft  totally  banifhed  from  the  earth.  Not 
content  with  having  eredted  an  empire  over  the  mind,  and 
fubjedted  it  to  the  moil:  wretched  ilavery,  the  pontiffs,  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  fuperftition  they  had  cultivated,  and  of 
other  favourable  circumftances,  claimed  a  mighty  temporal 
power,  and  even  aflerted,  that  to  themfelves  belonged  the 
difpofal  of  kingdoms.  So  weak  were  the  princes  of  the 
time,  that  feveral  of  them  acknowieged  this  abfurd  princi¬ 
ple,  when  it  feemed  to  agree  with  their  prefent  intereft  ;  by 
which  means  they  forged  chains  for  their  own  necks,  and 
encouraged  an  authority  that,  in  the  end,  they  feverely  felt 
and  regretted  j  as  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  Henry  the 
Second, 

By  one  of  thofe  revolutions,  not  very  uncommon  in 
places  where  the  higheft  preferments  are  open  to  perfons  of 
the  meaneft  birth,  if  pofleffed  of  abilities,  merit,  and  an  op*3 
portunity  of  difplaying  their  talents,  Adrian  the  Fourth,  an 
Englishman,  had  afeended  the  papal  throne.  According  to 
the  beft  accounts  of  him,  his  parentage  and  education  were  of 
the  loweft  kind,  and  he  had  been  rejected  with  contempt  by 
the  abbot,  when  he  folicited  an  admijffion  into  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Albans.  Not  difeouraged,  by  this  difappointment, 
from  endeavouring  to  make  his  way  into  the  church,  he 
betook  himfelf  to  the  univerftty  of  Paris,  and  having  re? 
ceived  inftrudtion  there,  became  as  learned  as  moft  of  his 
contemporaries.  Entering  into  the  order  of  the  Auftin  friars, 
he  fucceftively  mounted  from  one  ftep  of  promotion  to  an- 
other,  till,  at  length,  he  was  eledied  fovereign  pontiff'. 
When  he  had  arrived  to  this  dignity,  he  affumed  as  much 
power  as  any  of  his  predeceffors,  and  gave  out  the  famous 
bull,  by  which  liberty  was  granted  to  Henry  the  Second  to 
undertake  the  conqueft  of  Ireland.  One  principal  rea.fon  af* 
iigned  for  this  extraordinary  commiffion,  was  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  Chriftiani ty  ;  as  if  the  Gofpel  had  never  hitherto  been 
known  or  embraced  by  the  Irifh  :  whereas,  in  fadf,  they 
diad  received  it  in  the  moft  early  ages,  and  had  been  diftiri- 
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gulfhed  for  their  religion  and  literature,  when  other  nations 
were  over-run  with  ignorance  and  barbarity.  Even  at  the 
time  we  are  fpeaking  of,  though  learning  had  declined 
among  them,  they  retained  fomething  of  the  purity  and  li¬ 
berty  of  the  evangelical  inditution.  They  had  a  fucceffion 
of  married  bilhops;  they  admitted  no  palls  from  Rome  ;  and 
they  did  not  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  popes.  This  was 
their  crime  ;  hence  they  were  treated  as  infidels ;  and  hence 
proceeded  the  pretended  zeal  of  Adrian  for  the  caufe  of 
knowledge,  piety,  and  virtue. 

Henry  the  Second,  to  gratify  his  ambition,  had  given  fane* 
tion  to  the  bold  claims  of  the  Roman  fee  ,*  and  therefore  he 
is  the  lefs  to  be  pitied  in  differing  afterwards  fo  much  from 
the  infolencc  of  the  clergy.  Senfible  that  their  power  had 
arifen  to  an  enormous  height,  he  would  gladly  have  re  drain¬ 
ed  it ;  but  in  vain  did  he  attempt  to  effedt  it  by  the  Condi- 
tutions  of  Clarendon.  The  prelates  of  the  nation,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  pontiffs,  vigoroufly  oppofed  the  defigns  of  their 
monarch  ;  and  Becket,  in  particular,  excited  troubles  that 
embittered  the  reign  of  his  prince  and  his  benefadtor.  The 
arrogance  of  Becket  was  adonifhing,  and  his  condudt  fhews 
him  to  have  been  no  better  than  a  daring  rebel ;  and  yet, 
fuch  was  the  fuperdition  of  the  age,  fuch  the  abjedt  bon¬ 
dage  in  which  the  minds  of  men  were  held,  that  Henry  was 
obliged  to  feek  a  reconciliation  with  him  in  the  humbled 
manner,  and  to  procure  it  by  the  mod  mortifying  concef- 
fions.  Nay?  after  the  death  of  this  proud  pried,  the  king 
was  forced  to  acknowledge  him  for  a  faint,  to  vifit  his  tomb, 
and  fubmit  to  be  fcourged  by  the  monks.  When  we  fee 
one  of  the  mod  powerful,  fpirited,  and  accomplifhed  fove- 
reigns  of  his  time,  yielding  to  fo  much  ignominy,  we  need 
not  afk  what  was  the  charadter  of  the  period  in  which  he 
lived  :  we  need  not  afk  whether  it  was  an  aera  of  the  graded 
ignorance  and  weaknefs.  The  application  of  a  few  men  in 
retirement  to  the  dudy  of  literature,  and  who  were  them- 
feives  bigotted  adherents  to  the  popes  of  Rome,  will  not 
redeem  the  age  from  this  difgraceful  character, 

John,  the  fon  of  Henry  the  Second,  exhibited  a  dill 
more  furprifing  feene.  We  behold  him  folemnly  furrender* 
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ing  his  crown  into  the  hands  of  the  legate,  profeffing  that 
he  held  it  from  the  favour  of  ihe  Roman  fee,  and  receiving 
it  back  again,  as  the  gift  of  the  pope.  It  is  true,  he  was 
driven  to  this  infamous  adtioii  by  the  unfortunate  fituatiori- 
of  his  affairs ;  it  is  true,  that  the  nobles  were  offended,  and 
the  people  mtirm tired ;  but  what  rmift  be  the  general  date 
of  the  human  mind,  when  fuch  an  event  could,  upon  any 
terms,  take  place  ! 

We  might  mention  various  other  proofs  of  papal  info- 
fence  to  our  princes :  but,  quitting  the  difagreeable  fubject, 
we  may  obferve,  that  the  clergy  themfelves  often  feverely 
felt  the  force  of  the  authority  they  had  contributed  to  raifef 
A  cuftom  now  began,  in  the  Twelfth  Lateral!  council,  of 
propofing  canons  for  confirmation,  without  allowing  them  to 
be  debated  ;  and  in  England  a  piece  of  tyranny  was  ven¬ 
tured  upon  that  fills  us  with  adonifhment,  even  when  we 
recoiled:  the  time  in  which  it  was  performed.  Pope  Alex-  , 
ander  the  Fourth  required  the  bifhops,  abbots,  and  priors, 
to  fign  falfe  notes,  fpecifying  that  they  had  received  certain 
large  fums  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  their  churches,  andpro- 
mifing  repayment  at  a  dated  day.  The  perfons  concerned 
flrongly  remondrated  a  gain’d  the  imp'ofition ;  but  means 
were,  in  the  end,  found  to  make  them  fubmit. 

While  fo  much  darknefs  prevailed  in  the  nation,  a  few 
Germans,  who  had  made  their  wray  into  the  kingdom,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  natural  light  of  their  own  minds,  and  the  plain 
directions  of  Scripture,  entertained  juder  notions  of  reli¬ 
gion  than  princes  and  prelates.  It  is  probable  that  they  were 
difciples  of  the  Vaudois,  and  that  they  had  fled  hither  from 
the  perfecutions  of  their  own  country  :  but  alas !  they  only 
met  what  they  fought  to  avoid.  They  were  condemned  by 
a  council  held  at  Oxford,  branded  with  hot  iron,  and  no 
one  was  permitted  to  afford  them  the  lead  relief.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  they  miferably  perifhed,  and  exhibited  the 
fird  indance  in  which  our  country  difgraced  itfelf,  by  put¬ 
ting  men  to  death  for  their  religious  principles. 

Another  circumdance  that  marks  the  general  charadferof 
the  age,  was  the  madnefs  of  the  crufades.  The  land  of 
Canaan  had  been  long  in  the  poffedion  of  the  Saracens,  who 
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had  the  fame  right  to  it  that  focieties  generally  have  to  their 
territories.  But  it  was  now  proclaimed,  through  every  place, 
that  nothing  could  be  a  greater  adt  of  piety  than  to  refcue 
Palefline  from  the  hands  of  the  infidels.  Accordingly,  the 
people  of  Europe  were  feized  with  the  moil  ardent  defire  of 
recovering  the  Holy  City.  Kings,  princes,  nobles,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  pviefls,  women,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks,  defected 
their  habitations,  impoverifhed  their  families,  carried  de¬ 
bauchery,  wickednefs,  and  defolation  along  with  them  ;  and, 
in  their  turn,  endured  the  moil  dreadful  hardships. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  firft  enterprife  of  thefe  devout 
warriors  was  the  taking  of  Conftantinople,  the  metropolis 
of  the  Chrifliafi  world.  That  Europe  fhould  thus  loofeit 
from  her  foundations,  and  move  toward  the  Eaft,  is,  pen* 
haps,  the  higheft  effort  of  fuperftition.  England  was  as 
much  infedled  by  the  prevailing  folly  as  any  other  country. 
Several  of  our  monarchs,  who  could  not  themfelves  go  to 
the  conquefl  of  Judea,  encouraged  it,  by  contributing  large 
fums  of  money  towards  its  accomplifhment.  Richard  Coeur 
de  Lion  left  his  kingdom  to  perform  prodigies  of  valour 
againil  the  famous  Saladin  :  but  his  ill  judged  heroifmonly 
brought  a  multitude  of  calamities  upon  himfelf  and  his  fub- 
jedts.  Edward  the  Firft,  likewife,  when  prince  of  Wales* 
engaged  in  an  expedition  of  the  fame  kind.  In  fhort,  the 
crufades  again  ft  the  Saracens  were  efleemed  the  mod  pious 
of  ail  undertakings  ;  and  to  make  a  part  of  them  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  atonement  for  every  fin.  But  though  thefe 
adventures  were  highly  abfurd  in  their  origin  and  principle, 
and  very  hurtful  in  many  of  their  effedts,  they  became 
eventually  the  caufe  of  a  conficlerable  change  in  the  (late 
of  Europe.  They  had  fome  influence  in  breaking  the 
power  of  the  great  nobles  ;  and  by  the  new  feenes  they 
p relented,  and  the  new  manners  they  exhibited,  tended,  in 
no  fmall  degree,  to  enlarge  the  underflandings  of  an  unpo- 
liflied  race  of  men,  and  to  prepare  their  minds  for  a  greater 
improvement  in  literature,  and  a  fuperior  cultivation  of  the 
arts  of  life. 

How  generally  ignorant  the  laity,  even  of  the  higheft 
rank;,  were,  at  the  period  we  are  treating  of,  appears  from 
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this  faff,  that,  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  the  nobility  were 
unacquainted  with  the  charter  which  had  been  granted  by 
Henry  the  Firfl*  It  might  perhaps  for  ever  have  been  loft, 
had  it  not  been  found  in  a  monaftery,  and  brought  to  light 
by  Langton,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  at  a  feafon  when 
the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  were  confulting  about  the  re« 
drefs  of  grievances,  and  the  fecqrity  of  their  privileges. 
They  were  extremely  rejoiced  at  the  acquifition,  and  made 
it  the  foundation  of  their  own  demands;  for  it  is  worthy 
of  obfervation,  that  in  this  age  of  darknefs  theEnglilh  con- 
Aitution  acquired  frefli  ftrength,  and  the  rights  of  the  fubjedf 
were  confiderabiy  enlarged,  Henry  the  Second  confirmed 
the  laws  of  Edward  the  ConfelTor,  and  appointed  itinerant 
judges  ;  an  excellent  inftitution,  of  which  we  experience 
the  benefit  to  the  prefent  day.  From  king  John  were  ob¬ 
tained  the  celebrated  charters,  fo  juftly  regarded  as  the  bafis 
of  Britifh  freedom;  and  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  origin  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  which 
from  fmall  degrees  of  power  and  influence,  has  rifen  to  the 
height  of  authority  and  fplendor,  has  become  an  eflential 
part  of  our  government,  the  guardian  of  our  liberties,  and 
the  glory  of  our  country. 

From  the  view7  we  have  given  of  the  deplorable  ftate  of 
things,  with  refpecfh  to  real  knowledge,  we  may  be  ready  to 
imagine  that  there  were  no  places  of  education,  no  opportu* 
pities  for  fludy,  and  the  improvement  of  the  mind  ;  and  yet 
it  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that  there  were  in  this  period  a  great 
number  of  profefled  fcholars.  Monafteries  abounded,  and 
were  in  a  flouriihing  condition ;  new  religious  orders  were 
continually  infiituted  ;  and  there  were  many  literary  foun¬ 
dations  and  feminaries,  Multitudes  appear  to  have  been 
brought  up  at  the  two  univerfities  ;  and  fo  numerous  were 
the  ftudents  at  Oxford,  that,  on  a  certain  occafion,  we  read 
of  three  thoufand  quitting  the  city,  and  retiring  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Reading.  Paris  likewife  was,  at  this  time,  ex¬ 
tremely  celebrated  as  a  feat  of  learning  ;  and  its  reputation 
,  drew  to  it  a  large  quantity  of  youth  from  England.  It  may 
therefore  feem  furprifing,  that  the  age  ihould,  in  general, 
be  fo  extremely  ignorant.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
z  literature 
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literature  of  the  day  was  almoft  totally  confined  to  monks  and 
priefls  :  the  laity  had  little  concern  with  it,  and  did  not  con- 
fider  it  as  an  objedt  of  their  attention.  Moreover,  the  en¬ 
quiries  in  which  the  clergy  were  engaged  had  but  a  final! 
connexion  with  genuine  fcience.  They  did  not  fearch  into 
the  true  meaning  of  Scripture;  they  did  not  purfue  that  found 
philofophy  which  examines  the  real  nature  of  things;  they 
did  not  cultivate  their  reafon,  or  refine  their  tafie.  The  fub- 
jedls  they  ftudied  were  often  contemptible,  or  if  valuable 
and  important  in  their  own  nature,  were  rendered  contemp¬ 
tible  by  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated.  It  was  art 
unpardonable  crime  to  deviate  from  a  certain  track  of  fen- 
tlments  ;  and  the  favourite  authors,  the  models  held  out  for 
imitation,  were,  for  the  mod  part,  fuch  as  were  calculated 
to  miflead,  inftead  of  improving  the  underflanding.  If  ex¬ 
ceptions  may  be  mentioned  to  this  reprefentation  of  fadls, 
it  rnuft  be  acknowledged  that  they  were  very  few'  in  nun> 
ber» 

One  grand  objedt  of  fiudy,  that  employed  the  whole  lives 
of  many  perfons,  was  the  canon  law,  to  which  we  may  add 
the  decretals  of  the  popes  :  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
thefe  things  ihould  engage  the  attention  of  numbers,  and 
take  up  all  their  time,  when  we  confider,  that  the  confuta¬ 
tions  of  councils,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Roman  pontiff, 
were  deemed  of  facred  obligation,  and  were  every  day  grow¬ 
ing  more  complex  and  voluminous. 

Another  matter,  of  greater  value  and  importance,  which 
was  then  purfued,  was  the  civil  law  ;  but,  unhappily,  it  was 
purfued  to  the  detriment  and  exclufion  of  nobler  and  more 
ufeful  branches  of  fcience. 

A  copy  of  juflinian’s  Pandedts,  which  had  been  difco-. 
vered  in  the  twelfth  century,  occafioned  the  civil  law  to  be 
received  and  embraced  in  the  weftern  parts  of  Europe,  where 
it  had  long  been  almofl:  entirely  forgotten.  Many  nations 
adopted  it,  and  united  it  with  their  feudal  cuftoms ;  fome 
countries  giving  it  a  more,  and  fome  a  lefs,  extenfive  autho¬ 
rity.  It  was  brought  into  England  by  Theobald,  archbifhop 
pf  Canterbury,  during  the  Norman  period  ;  and  there  came 
$iong  with  him  feveral  learned  proficients  in  it,  particularly 
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Vacarius,  whom  he  placed  at  Oxford.  But  though  it  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  univerfally  introduced  into  this  country,  it 
could  never  be  effected*  The  ancient  common  law  had  fub~ 
filled  immemoriably  in  the  kingdom  ;  had,  in  a  conliderable 
meafure,  maintained  its  ground,  agairift  the  innovations  of 
the  Conqueror,  and  his  luccdfors ;  and,  being  founded  on 
more  equal  and  moderate  principles  than  the  Jultinian  code, 
the  people  were  attached  to  it  with  the  flrongeil  degree  of  af¬ 
fection*  In  the  knowledge  of  it  great  part  of  the  literature 
of  thefe  times  con  lifted'.  It  was  taught  in  the  monafteries, 
the  univerfities,  and  the  houfes  of  the  principal  nobility;  and 
the  clergy,  in  particular,  applied  to  it  with  the  utmoft  at¬ 
tention  ;  jo  that  it  was  the  ufua)  character  of  them,  Nullus 
clericus  nil!  caulidicus.  Out  of  this  order  the  judges  were 
created,,  and  the  inferior  offices  in  the  courts  of  judicature 
were  fupplied  from  the  lower  ranks  of  the  prielthood.  But 
a  remarkable  alteration,  in  this  refpett,  was  occalioned  by 
the  introduction  of  the  ft udy  of  the  civil  law.  As  it  was 
enforced  by  the  authority  of  the  popes,  it  naturally  drew  the 
veneration  and  regard  of  the  monks,  to  which  another  cir- 
cumilance  greatly  contributed.  The  Norman  conquefl  had 
brought  into  the  church  multitudes  of  foreigners,  who  had 
no  acquaintance  with,  and,  confequently,  no  relifh  for  the 
Englifh  jurifprudence.  Hence  they  obftinately  adhered  to 
the  Roman  inftitutions  ;  and  though  an  application  to  the 
new  fcience  was  forbidden  by  Stephen,  they  eonfidered  the 
prohibition  as  an  impiety,  and  continued  to  teach  it  in  the 
fchools.  The  clergy  afterwards  endeavoured,  by  every  pof- 
fible  method,  to  bring  it  into  general  practice  ;  but  the  laity 
flood  firmly  againft  it,  and  declared,  in  the  famous  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Merton,  that  they  would  not  change  the  law's  of 
England.  From  this  aera  the  priefts  gradually  withdrew 
from  the  municipal  courts  ;  and,  at  length,  it  was  ordered, 
by  the  epifcopal  canons,  that  they  Ihould  not  appear  as  ad¬ 
vocates  in  foro  feculari.  Nor  did  they  long  act  as  judges, 
the  office  of  chancellor  excepted  :  but  in  thole  places  where 
their  authority  remained,  they  preferved  the  form  and  max¬ 
ims  of  the  Juftinian  code. 

In  cpnfequence  of  this  quarrel  between  the  clergy  and  the 
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laity,  the  ftudy  of  the  common  law  was  laid  afide  at  Ox¬ 
ford  and  at  Cambridge  ;  and  the  profeffors  of  it,  being 
driven  from  thefe  feats  of  learning,  came  to  London  and 
eredted  an  univerfity  of  a  new  kind;  a  juridical  univerfity, 
in  the  inns  of  court  and  chancery,  where  exercifes  were  per¬ 
formed,  lectures  were  read,  and  degrees  conferred. 

Among  the  princes  of  this  period,  Henry  the  Second 
and  Richard  the  Firft  are  the  mod  entitled  to  diftindtion  in 
a  hi  (lory  of  literature.  Henry  is  celebrated  by  Leland  as 
a  fcholar,  and  Richard  is  known  to  have  been  a  famous 
Troubadour.  The  fang  which  was  compofed  by  him, 
during  his  imprifonment  in  Auftria,  has  obtained  him  a 
place  in  the  Catalogue  of  Royal  Authors. 

From  the  reign  of  Alfred,  through  a  fuceeflion  of  fevcral 
centuries,  we  meet  with  few  literary  charadters  excepting  di¬ 
vines  and  hiflorians  :  but  as  we  advance  in  the  period  we 
are  treating  of,  we  behold  fome  faint  glimmerings  of  the 
philofophicai  and  other  fciences.  The  glimmerings,  in¬ 
deed,  are  very  faint  :  neverthelefs,  the  appearance  of  them 
is  extremely  pleafing,  and  we  cannot  avoid  hailing  the  lead 
dawn  of  twilight  with  joy,  after  being  involved  in  a  long 
and  gloomy  night. 

We  have  already  remarked,  that  the  civil  and  canon 
laws  were  principal  objedts  of  attention.  As  to  the  ci¬ 
vil  law,  though  the  monks  were  very  fond  of  it,  the  pre- 
fent  sera  did  not  afford  any  fuch  coniiderable  proficients  in 
the  Roman  code,  as  to  merit  particular  notice.  With  re.-* 
fpedt  to  the  canon  law,  Alexander  Hales,  who  obtained  the 
title  of  the  Irrefragable  Dodtor,  was  famous  in  his  day;  and 
It  would  be  eafy  to  fpecify  other  perfons  that  were  celebrated 
4>n  the  fame  account,  were  it  worth  while  to  bring  names 
Into  public  view,  which  have  defervedly  funk  into  oblivion. 

Nor  was  the  Englifli  jurifprudence  entirely  difregarded  : 
for  Bradfon,  who  was  a  judge  in  Henry  the  Third's  reign, 
and  probably  chief  juftice,  compofed  an  excellent  treatife 
.upon  the  laws,  called  Brito,  which  has  always  been  held  in 
the  high  eft  efleem.  Bedton,  alfo,  wrote  a  book  De  Legi- 
•bus  Anglicanis,  which  was  vaftly  ferviceabie  to  Edward  the 
tFixft,  the  Juflinian  of  England,  and  to  the  whole  nation  : 
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and,  that  we  may  not  fpeedily  have  occafion  to  refume  the 
fubject,  we  fhall  here  mention  the  Fleta,  another  old  law 
performance,  which  is  in  great  credit  even  at  prefent,  and 
is  ftudied  along  with  Bradton,  by  thofe  who  defire  to  have 
a  thorough  knowlege  of  our  ancient  cuftoms,  ftatutes,  and 
con  ft  i  tut  ion. 

Towards  the  dofe  of  the  period  before  us,  there  was  a 
confiderable  tendency  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  geometry, 
and  phyfic.  The  weftern  world  had,  for  ages,  utterly  neglect¬ 
ed  all  fcience  of  this  kind ;  but  it  now  began  to  pay  a  little 
regard  to  thefe  important  matters ;  and  the  fources  from 
which  it  drew  its  firft  acquaintance  with  them  were  not,  as 
might  naturally  be  expected,  the  writings  of  the  Greeks 
and  the  Romans,  but  the  works  of  the  Arabians.  After 
the  Saracens  had  eftablifhed  large  kingdoms  in  the  Eaft, 
and  brought  them  to  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  magnificence,  and 
refinement,  they  applied  themfelves  to  the  arts  of  peace, 
and  to  the  cultivation  of  knowledge.  The  objects  that  more 
particularly  engaged  their  attention,  were  fee  mathematics, 
aftronomy,  medicine,  and  chemiftry.  Bi^ory  and  poetry 
were,  likewife,  in  much  efteem  with  them  ;  and  the  latter 
they  carried  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  So  ardent  was 
their  defire  of  improvement,  that  they  tranftated  the  prin¬ 
cipal  authors  of  Greece  into  their  own  tongue,  and,  for  fe- 
veral  hundred  years,  were  the  only  people  among  whom 
fcience  greatly  flourifhed.  There  were,  indeed,  no  fmali 
remainders  of  literature,  at  Conftantinople,  and  the  adjacent 
^  places ;  but  they  lay  concealed  under  the  depreffion  of  the 
Byzantine  empire,  and  produced  no  extenfive  or  general 
effects. 

From  Babylon  and  Egypt,  where  learning  was  chiefly  culti¬ 
vated,  it  fpread  weftward,  following  the  career  of  the  Saracen 
conquefts,and,at  length,  fettled  in  Spain, under  the  protection 
of  the  Moorifh  princes,  whole  courts  were  adorned  with  men 
of  eminence  in  various  branches  of  knowledge,  and  efpecially 
in  natural  philofophy,  phyfic,  and  geometry.  The  ftudies  of 
the  Arabians  gradually  made  their  way  from  Spain  into 
France,  and  from  France  into  England.  To  them  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  admirable  and  ufeful  method  of  reckoning 
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numbers  by  cyphers ;  and,  for  a  long  time,  almofl  the  only 
acquaintance  we  had  with  the  works  of  the  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans,  Was  drawn  through  the  medium  of  their  tranflations. 
This  was  the  cafe  with  refped:  to  Ariftotle,  who  was  only 
known  in  the  weflern  kingdoms  of  Europe,  by  the  means 
of  an  Arabic  verfion ;  and  who,  by  being  abfurdly  fet  up 
as  the  ftandard  of  truth,  became,  in  fadt,  the  fonrce  of  dill 
farther  ignorance;  an  ignorance  the  more  dangerous,  and 
the  more  hard  to  be  rooted  out,  as  it  carried  with  it  a  faife 
appearance  of  fclence,  reafoning,  and  wifdom. 

*  In  confequence  of  the  tafte  that  had  been  introduced  by 
converfing  with  the  works  of  the  Saracens,  we  find  feverai 
of  the  learned  perfons  who  flourifhed  in  our  country  during 
this  sera,  applying  themfelves  to  different  parts  of  natural 
knowledge.  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  the  hiflorian,  wrote 
upon  herbs,  fpices,  and  gems :  Walter  Morgan  treated  on 
birds  and  animals,  in  verfe  :  Ferenham  attached  himfelf  to 
botany,  and  ftudied  Hippocrates,  Diofcorides,  and  Galen, 
with  great  care.  Medicine,  like  wife,  began  to  be  cultivated 
about  the  fame  time.  Alured  pnglifh  was  author  of  a 
performance  on  the  motion  of  the  heart,  and  is  other- 
wife  celebrated  by  the  incomparable  Roger  Bacon,  as  a 
happy  tranflator  from  the  learned  languages.  John  i£gi- 
dus,  or  Giles,  became  famous  for  his  fkill  in  phyfic,  was 
pcofeffor  of  that  art  at  Paris,  and  compofed  Obfervations 
de  re  Medica,  and  de  Prognofticis.  Richard  Englifh  ob¬ 
tained  a  confiderable  reputation,  both  in  his  own  day  and 
afterwards,  by  his  Treatifes  de  Signis  Prognoflicis,  and 
de  Urinis ;  by  his  anatomy,  in  which  he  copied  Galen; 
and  by  his  Corredtorium  Alchymice.  With  regard  to  phi- 
lofophy  in  general,  Athelard,  a  follower  of  Ariftotle,  wrote 
de  Naturis  Rerum,  and  tranflated  from  the  Arabic,  a 
book  intitled,  Erith  Elcharetmi,  and  Euclid’s  Geometry, 
Grofieft,  whom  we  lhall  hereafter  have  occafion  more 
particularly  to  enlarge  upon,  feemed  to  make  all  nature 
the  fubjedt  of  his  enquiries:  and  fuch  was  the  defire  of 
Daniel  Morley  for  improvement  in  knowledge,  that  lie 
Went  to  Toledo,  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  Arabian 
mathematics.  Roger  of  Hereford  drew  up  a  theory  of 
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the  planets ;  and  Ofburn  of  Canterbury,  and  Walter  of 
Evefham,  were  the  authors  of  differtations  upon  mufic. 
The  works  of  thefe  feveral  perfons  were,  no  doubt,  ex** 
tremely  defective  with  refpedt  to  truth,  method,  and  ftyle ; 
but  yet  they  evince,  that  a  more  ardent  zeal  for  fcienee  be-* 
gan  to  prevail  among  the  clergy,  than  had  been  experienced 
for  many  centuries.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  this 
zeal  was  not  directed  by  more  found  principles  of  wifdom, 
tade,  and  judgment. 

Nor  did  the  feverer  dudies  alone  engage  the  attention  of 
this  aera.  Farther  efforts,  and  comparatively  not  incon- 
fiderable  ones,  were  made  towards  an  advancement  in  the 
politer  arts  of  poetry  and  rhetoric.  Thefe  efforts  did  not 
take  place  in  our  own  language,  but  in  the  Latin  tongue; 
.a  circumftance  conformable  to  what  happened  at  the  real 
revival  of  learning,  a  little  before  the  Reformation.  The 
regard  which  was  now  paid  to  the  Mufes,  had  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  original  from  what  had  been  the  cafe  with  relation 
to  philofophy,  and  feems  to  have  fprung  from  the  crufades. 
The  crufades  had  given  rife  to  bold,  adventurous,  and  heroic 
exploits,  which  had  a  natural  tendency  to  inflame  the 
imaginations  of  men.  The  enterprifes  againff  the  Mo¬ 
hammedans  were,  likewife,  in  a  religious  view,  edeemed 
the  mod  honourable  and  meritorious  of  all  undertakings. 
It  18,110  wonder,  therefore,  that  perfons  of  genius  and 
leifure  fhould  be  animated  with  the  ambition  of  tranfmit- 
ting  them  with  renown  to  pofterity.  Accordingly,  in  Italy5 
/they  were  the  fubjedts  of  the  nobled  performances  which 
.that  country  has  produced  :  and  though  our  own  nation  was 
mot  equally  happy  in  the  compofitions  it  brought  forth,  yet 
Its  voice  was  not  filent  in  the  praifes  of  thofe  who  had 
fought  againft  the  infidels.  Thus  Richard,  a  canon  of  the 
Audios,  celebrated  the  expedition  of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion 
to  the  Holy  Land  :  William  de  Canno  engaged  in  the  fame 
caufe  :  but  the  bed  poet  of  his  age  was  Jofeph  Ifcan,  who 
wrote  two  poems,  one  entitled  de  Bello  Trojano,  founded  on 
Lares  Phrygius;  and  another  called  Antiocheis  ;  relating 
to  the  war  wherein  the  prince  jud  mentioned  fo  greatly 
fipmalifed  his  valour.  From  the  fpecimens  we  have  feen  of 
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Lean’s  works,  it  appears  that  his  verification  was  vaflly 
fuperior,  in  purity,  elegance,  and  harmony,  to  that  of  the 
generality  of  his  contemporaries;  and  that  he  was  a- man  of 
real  abilities,  who  would  have  fhone  with  diflinguiihed  luftre 
in  more  enlightened  and  polifhed  times*  He  was,  indeed* 
the  miracle  of  his  age  in  clafiical  compofition. 

The  crufades  were  not  the  only  things  which  excited  the 
attention  of  the  Mufes.  John  of  Salisbury,  William  of 
Ramfey,  Richard  Pluto,  Mauritius  Fordanus,  and  arch- 
bifhop  Langton,  dedicated  their  talents  to  feveral  other  fub- 
jedts.  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  though  chiefly  known  as  an 
hiftorian,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  Latin  poet.  William 
of  Malmfbury  had  a  genius  for  poetry,  as  well  as  for  hi- 
ilory ;  and  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  however  cenfurable  on 
account  of  his  fabulous  narrations,  is  entitled  to  applaufe 
as  a  polite  fcholar.  His  Latin  feyle  rifes  far  above  medi¬ 
ocrity,  and  his  poem  on  Merlin  is  much  commended  by 
Lelan-d.  Walter  Ma'pes,  archdeaon  of  Oxford,  was  the 
Anacreon  of  the  age.  His  vein  was  feffive  and  f atirical  ; 
and  his  wit  was  frequently  levelled  again  if  the  corruptions 
of  the  clergy.  Alexander  Neckham  to  the  character  of  a 
divine,  philofopher,  and  moraliff,  added  that  of  a  gram¬ 
marian,  a  philologiff,  and  a  poet. 

Befides  the  performances  in  verfe,  there  were  fome  at¬ 
tempts  in  prole  towards  an  improvement  in  polite  litera¬ 
ture.  Laurence  of  Durham  we  have  fpoken  of  before. 
Gualterus  de  Vinofal-vo  was  an  eminent  rhetorician  in  his 
time,  and  wrote  on  the  art  of  fpeaking.  John  Bafinge  de- 
ferves  to  be  recorded  with  peculiar  honour.  So  great  was 
his  defire  to  perfedt  himfelf  in  the  Greek  language,  then 
fcarcely  known  in  the  weffern  parts  of  Europe,  that  he  tra¬ 
velled  to  Athens  for.  that  purpofe.  Having  accompliihed 
his  fcheme,  he  returned  back  to  England,  full  of  an  ardent 
zeal  to  promote  the  fame  kind  of  learning  among  his  coun¬ 
trymen  which  he  had  himfelf  acquired  with  lb  much  la¬ 
bour.  With  this  view,  he  tranflated  into.  Latin  a  grammar, 
which  was  entitled  by  him,  theDonatus  of  the  Greeks.  In 
other  refpedts,  likewife,  he  was  a  mighty  encourager  of  the 
Greek  tongue.  He  brought  over  with  him  fome  curious 

J783.  b  manuferipts 


A  ‘  S  H  O  R  T  VIEW  OF 


XV  Hi 

manuicripts  In  that  language ;  and  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
fir  ft  perfon  who  introduced  its  numeral  figures  into  this 
kingdom. 

But  though  it  is  evident  that  there  was,  in  this  epochs, 
a  difpofition  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  philology,  and 
poetry,  yet  the  generality  of  the  clergy  maintained  their 
ufual  character,  and  confined  their  attention  to  the  wretched 
divinity  which  was  then  in  vogue.  Some  of  them,  however, 
as  was  the  cafe  in  former  times,  turned  their  thoughts  to  hi- 
ftorv.  The  old  Saxon  Chronicle,  which  was  finiihed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  is  one  of  the  nobleft  monu¬ 
ments  of  that  age.  It  reaches  from  the  birth  of  our  Saviour 
to  the  death  of  Stephen,  si 54.  It  was  compofed  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods,  as  is  man!  fell  from  the  title,  and  follows 
Be  de  and  Afferius  in  feveral  refpects ;  but  the  account  of 
the  wars  between  the  Anglo-Saxons  and  Britons  is  borrowed 
from  no  author. 

As  to  the  other  hiftorica!  writers  of  the  day,  Simeon  of 
Durham  had  not  any  confiderable  merit  in  that  capacity. 
Henry  of  Huntingdon  is  a  confufed  author,  and  is  charged 
with  taking  abundance  of  falfities  from  Geoffrey  of  Mon¬ 
mouth.  William  of  Newbury,  who  is  chiefly  applauded 
on  account  of  his  language,  is  in  the  oppofite  extreme, 
and  purfues  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  with  fuch  unre¬ 
lenting  feverlty,  that  it  is  believed  he  muft  have  been 
hired  for  that  purpofe.  Roger  de  Hoveden  is  faid  by 
fome,  to  have  improved  on  Simeon  of  Durham;  and  by 
others,  to  be  only  a  wretched  plagiary,  who  Hole  from 
him,  without  acknowledging  the  obligation.  Gervafe  of 
Canterbury,  Ralph  de  Diceto,  and  Peter  Henham,  have 
little  to  diftinguifh  them.  Walter  of  Coventry  writes  with 
clearness  and  fidelity.  But  the  perfon  who  Hands  in  the 
principal  rank  is  Matthew  Paris,  a  monk  of  St.  Alban’s. 
His  Hiftoria  Major  contains  the  annals  at  large  of  eight  of 
our  kings,  from  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  the  Third.  The 
whole  performance  fhews  candour  and  exadnefs,  and  is  very 
valuable  for  the  particular  relation  it  gives  of  the  oppofttion 
made  by  feveral  of  our  princes  to  the  ufurpations  of  the 
Roman  fee.  Matthew  Paris  drew  up,  likewife,  an  abftrad 
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of  his  greater  hiftory,  called  Hiftoria  Minor,  which  has  in 
it  a  number  of  circumftances  omitted  in  the  former  work. 
His  Latin  ftyle  is  far  fuperior  to  that  of  moft  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries  ;  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  read  at  prefent  with¬ 
out  a  confiderable  degree  of  admiration.  We  muff  not  for- 
get  in  this  place  Barry,  or  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  who  wrote 
an  account  of  Wales,  and  compofed  a  topography  of  Ire¬ 
land,  that  has  been  much  celebrated,  and  much  decried. 
In  general,  he  is  a  vain  author,  full  of  idle  conceits,  and 
extremely  credulous.  His  lad  treatife,  however,  has  had 
the  honour  of  being  exprefsly  written  againft  by  force  men 
of  letters;  and,  if  read  with  care  and  judgment,  is  not 
entirely  without  its  ufe.  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  fuftained  the 
various  characters  of  an  hi  dorian,  an  antiquary,  a  topo¬ 
grapher,  a  divine,  a  philofopher,  and  a  poet ;  and  his  works 
are  not  altogether  deditute  of  elegance. 

We  now  come  to  fome  farther  divines  of  this  period  :  but 
were  we  to  enlarge  upon  all  whoobtained  a  diftinguifhed  re¬ 
putation  in  their  own  times,  we  fhould  fwell  the  article  to  a 
great  length.  Baldwin,  Langton,  Robert  the  Scribe,  a 
commentator  upon  fcripture,  Ralph  the  Dominican,  Fizakre, 
and  Robert  Bacon,  are  recorded  with  high  encomiums  by 
Leland,  and  many  writers.  William  Shirwood  and  Ed¬ 
mund  Riche,  beiides  their  perfonal  learning,  were  eminent 
benefadtors  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  zealous  pro¬ 
moters  of  literature  in  that  famous  feminary.  Sewald  of 
York  oppofed  the  church  of  Rome  ;  and  Alexander  Ceme- 
tarius,  who  had  been  profedbr  of  theology  at  Paris,  ven¬ 
tured  to  preach  that  the  popes  had  no  right  to  deprive  kings 
of  their  crown  :  for  which  dodrine  he  was  fo  feverely  per- 
fecuted,  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  necdlity  of  begging  his 
bread.  John  of  Salifbury  is  univerfally  applauded,  as  one 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  ornaments  of  his  day  for  every  branch 
of  knowledge  that  was  then  cultivated.  His  Poiicration  is 
a  very  pleaiant  mifcellany  ;  full  of  learning,  and  manifeft- 
ing  a  judgment  of  men  and  things  far  fuperior  to  what 
might  have  been  expe&ed  from  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 
His  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  dailies  is  difplayed  in 
the  happy  facility  of  his  language,  and  in  his  numerous 
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quotations  from  the  pur  ell  Roman  authors.  Indeed,  his 
ft  yle  is  remarkable  for  its  elegance  and  its  energy.  John 
Han.villc,  a  monk  of  St.  Alban’s,  who  dudied  Rhetoric  at 
Paris,  was  didiuguifhed  for  his  tafle  even  among  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  polite  fcholars  of  that  dourifhing  fern  in  ary. 
His  Architrenius,  a  long  Latin  poem  in  nine  books,  is  a 
learned,  ingenious,  and  entertaining  performance.  Other 
'  names  might  be  added  to  thefe,  and,  perhaps,  we  fhali 
have  occafion  to  mention  fome  of  them,  when  we  give  an. 
account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  fchool  divinity. 

But  the  perfon  who  has  reflected  the  brighteft  glory  upon 
this  tern,  is  Groded,  bidiop  of  Lincoln,  whofe  character 
and  accomplifhments  will  be  found  worthy  of  admiration, 
in  whatever  view  we  confider  them.  As  to  his  private  life, 
he  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  piety  and  virtue,  and  always 
die  wed  uncommon  faithfulnefs  and  activity  in  difeharging 
the  duties  of  his  epifeopa!  function.  His  fentiments  in  re¬ 
ligion  were  much  more  juft*  and  enlarged  than  was  ufual  at 
that  age  ;  and  he  witbftood  feveral  of  the  ufurpations  and 
corruptions  of  the  Roman  fee  with  unfhaken  fteadinels  and 
fortitude.  The  methods  he  took,  in  this  refpeeft,  rendered 
him  fo  obnoxious  at  the  papal  court,  that  he  was  excom¬ 
municated  by  the  pontiff :  but,  notwithftanding  his  excom- 
munication,  he  perfevered  in  his  integrity,  and  treated  the 
cenfures  call:  upon  him  with  a  noble  contempt.  Nay,  fuch 
was  the  reputation  and  authority  he  had  gained  by  his  ex¬ 
emplary  goodnefs  and  excellent  talents,  that  he  continued 
in  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  his  bi drop  rick,  performed 
all  the  offices  of  it  to  the  lad,  and,  a  little  before  his  death, 
made  a  folemn  prored  to  his  clergy,  againd  the  claims  and 
innovations  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

With  regard  to  learning,  he  was  exceeded  by  none  of  his 
contemporaries,  and  lcarcely  equalled  by  any  of  them.  His 
writings  were  many  and  various,  extending  to  theology, 
ethics,  narural  philofophy,  geometry,  adrononiy,  gramma¬ 
tical  enquiries,  and,  indeed,  to  every  objedt  which  then  be¬ 
gan  to  be  dudied.  He  was,  in  particular,  an  uncommon 
proficient  in  the  Greek  tongue,  and  trandated  from  it  a 
book,  intitled,  the  Tedament  of  the  Twelve  Patriarchs. 

Such 
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Such  too  was  his  fkill  in  the  French  language,  as  to  com- 
pofe  in  it  a  work  called  Le  Chafteau  d’Amours. 

Nor  was  he  only  learned  himfelf,  but  the  mod:  zealous 
patron  and  encourager  of  literature  that  we  meet  with  for  a 
number  of  centuries.  Mod:  of  the  eminent  perfons  we  have 
fpoken  of  were  his  intimate  acquaintance,  and  feveral  of 
them  were  either  fdp ported  by  his  liberality,  or  preferred 
by  his  entered.  This,  hkewife,  was  the  cale  with  Nicho¬ 
las  of  St.  Albans,  dyled  Grsecus,  Adam  Marifcus,  and 
others  whom  we  have  not  fpecified.  In  finort,  what  there 
was  of  true  knowledge  and  folid  fcience,  was  almod  wholly 
confined  within  the  circle  of  Groded  and  his  friends. 

The  circumdance  that  crowns  his  glory  is,  that  in  his 
old  a  Lre  he  cherifhed,  bv  his  favour  and  in  dr  notions,  the 
rifing  genius  of  the  incomparable  Roger  Bacon;,  whole 
life,  difcoveries,  and  literary  character,  will  agreeably  fill 
lip  the  remainder  of  the  prefent  article.  It  is  not,  in¬ 
deed,  our  general  ddlgri,  in  giving  a  hi  dory  of  know¬ 
ledge,  to  enter  into  a  particular  account  of  the  learned 
men  whom  we  dial!  have  occafion  to  mention.  But  there 
is  fomething  fo  extraordinary  and  amazing  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Roger  Bacon,  that  we  imagine  our  readers  will 
not  only  excufe,  but  be  pleafed  with  us,  for  fetting  before 
them  a  drort  view  of  his  life,  as  well  as  his  literary  accom- 
plifhments. 

Somerfetdbre  gave  birth  to  this  illudrious  per  fori.  He 
was  bom  near  Ilcheder,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  12  14,  and 
is  faid  to  have  been  defcended  from  an  ancient  and  ho¬ 
nourable  family.  We  have  no  farther  information  con¬ 
cerning  him,  till  we  find  him  at  Oxford,  where  he  pro¬ 
bably  received  the  very  fird  tinCture  of  fcience,  Having 
gone  through  his  grammatical  and  logical  dodies,  he  af¬ 
forded  fuch  proofs  of  an  uncommon  capacity,  as  excited 
the  favour  and  patronage  of  the  greated  lovers  of  learning 
in  that  period;  men  who  were  didinguifhed  by  their  high 
rank,  and  dill  more  by  being  the  brighted  luminaries  of 
the  age.  Thefe  were  feveral  of  the  illudrious  fcholars  be^ 
fore  mentioned;  Edmund  Riche,  archhidiop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  Richard  pizakre,  William  Shir  wood,  chancellor 
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of  Lincoln,  eminent  for  his  mathematical  knowledge; 
and  efpecially  the  excellent  Grofteft;  who  all  encouraged 
the  riling  genius  of  Bacon,  and  were  equally  charmed  with 
his  abilities,  his  docility,  and  his  application. 

Under  the  protection  of  thefe  perfons,  he  acquired  as 
much  tnftruelion  as  could  be  gained  at  Oxford,  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Paris,  whither  it  was  cuftomary  for  every  one  to 
refort,  who  was  defirous  of  making  an  extraordinary  im¬ 
provement  in  literature ;  the  univerfity  of  Paris  being,  at 
that  time,  in  the  hlgheii  reputation.  In  this  city  he  pur- 
fued  his  enquiries  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  his  ardent 
third:  after  fcience,  and  exceeded  the  hopes  and-  willies  of 
his  friends.  His  proficiency  and  diligence  were  fo  great, 
that  he  was  confidered  as  the  glory  of  the  univerfity,  and 
the  honour  of  his  country.  He  did  not  confine  his  Hudies 
to  any  particular  branch  of  learning,  but  extended  his  views 
to  every  objedt  in  which  he  could  gain  information  ;  his 
exalted  mind  being  content  with  nothing  lefs  than  univerfal 


knowledge. 

At  Paris  he  fluid  till  he  was  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  and 
returned  from  thence  to  Oxford,  having  fir  ft  taken  his  doc¬ 
tor's  degree.  About  the  fame  time  he  affumed  the  habit 
of  the  Francifcan  order,  but  whether  in  England  or  France, 
is  not  abfolutely  certain.  Be  this  as  it  may,  when  he  was 
fettled  at  Oxford,  his  reputation  was  fo  far  from  diminifli- 
ing  that  it  continually  increafed;  and  the  eminent  men  of 
the  age,  regarded  him  as  one  of  the  moil  indefatigable  en¬ 
quirers  after  nature  that  the  ivorld  had  ever  feem  Accord¬ 
ingly,  they  did  not  only  encourage  him  by  their  approba¬ 
tion,  but  affifted  him  with  their  purfes,  which,  indeed,  was 
cfiTentially  necefiary  to  the  execution  of  his  fchemes ;  for 
he  bad  the  fagacity  and  the  fortitude  to  depart  from  the 
idle  and  abfurd  method  of  the  fchools,  and  to  build  philo- 
fophy  upon  the  folid  bafis  of  faCts  and  experiments. 

The  fame  plan  of  enquiry  was  adopted  by  him,  that  was 
afterwards  fo  nobly  propofed  and  purfued  by  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  Bacon,  and  which  hath  been  attended  with  fuch 
amazing  fuccefs  in  enlightening,  adorning,  and  improving 


modern  ages. 

o 


it  is  true,  our  learned  Friar  was  not,  like 


his 
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bis  great  name-fake,  fortunate  enough  to  introduce  a  gene¬ 
ral  reformation  in  fcience;  but  this  was  not  his  fault  :  he 
did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  promote  a  rational  way  of 
cultivating  knowledge,  and  was  himfelf  a  glorious  indance 
of  the  excellence  of  the  rules  he  laid  down,  as  will  amply 
appear  when  we  come  to  mention  his  particular  inventions 
and  difcoveries.  In  the  courfe  of  twenty  years  he  expended 
no  lefs  than  two  thoufand  pounds,  in  collecting  authors, 
making  trials  of  various  forts,  and  confcruCting  different 
inftruments.  It  has,  indeed,  been  difputed  whether  the 
money  here  fpecified  confided  of  French  livres,  which  were 
then  worth  fix  lhillings  and  eight  pence  each,  or  of  pounds 
fielding,  though  the  latter  is  molt  probable,  and  it  was  a 
prodigious  fum  in  thofe  days. 

While  the  progrefs  of  Roger  Bacon  increafed  his  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  procured  him  the  friendfhip  of  the  virtuous  and 
underftanding  few,  it  railed  the  envy  and  malice  of  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  bigoted.  In  fo  dark  a  period,  where  fcarcely  ten 
perfons  had  the  leaf!  glimpfe  of  philofophic  fcience,  his  ex¬ 
periments  muff  neceffarily  occafion  much  noife,  and  be  liable 
to  all  the  mifconftruCtions  of  folly  and  fuperftition.  The 
clergy,  in  particular,  were  willing  to  difguile  their  own 
idlenefs  and  flupidity,  by  throwing  afperfions  on  his  cha¬ 
racter,  and  by  representing  his  operations  as  the  refult  of 
more  than  human  power.  Accordingly,  they  imputed  them 
to  magic,  and  Birred  up  aperfecution  againft  him,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  was  clofely  confined,  and  almofl  ffarved  ; 
was  prohibited  from  fending  his  writings  beyond  the  limits 
of  his  convent,  excepting  to  the  pope ;  arid  was  retrained 
from  giving  leCtures  to  youth.  The  laft  circumftance  would, 
in  an  efpecial  manner,  be  extremely  afflictive  to  a  foul  like 
his,  which  had  the  nobleft  and  molt  benevolent  intentions. 
His  aim  was  to  form  the  minds  of  youth  to  better  principles 
than  had  heretofore  been  cultivated;  and,  by  a  proper 
method  of  education,  to  introduce  a  reformation  both  in 
human  and  divine  knowledge,  between  which  he  believed 
there  was  a  clofe  and  infeparable  connection.  He  was 
perfuaded  that  the  perfection  of  natural  philofophy  was 
the  fureft  way  of  deftroying  fuperftition,  herefies,  and  anti- 
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chrift;  and  that  moral  philofophy  would  be  highly  effectual 
to  eftablifh  true  piety  in  the  heart. 

But  though  the  avowed  eaufe  of  the  feverity  manifefted 
/gainft  Bacon,  was,  that  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  occult 
Sciences,  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  real  one  was 
the  enlargement  of  his  fentiments  with  refpedt  to  religion. 
He  had  treated  the  clergy  with  freedom;  he  had  been  inti¬ 
mate  with  Grofteil;  he  had  even  been  fo  daring  as  to  write 
to  the, pope,  concerning  the  neceffity  of  correcting  fome 
of  the  errors  of  the  church.  Thefe  were  Sufficient  motives 
for  expofing  him  to  perfecution  ;  and  his  old  patrons  being 
now  dead,  he  was  left  a  prey  to  the  malice  of  his  enemies. 

Notwithftanding  the  hard  ufage  he  met  with,  he  did  not 
intermit  the  vigour  of  his  ftudies;  nor  was  it  in  the  power 
of  his  adversaries  to  obftrudt  the  progrefs  of  his  reputation. 
His  fame  fpread  fo  wide*  that  it  not  only  reached  Rome, 
but  induced  Clement  IV.  to  defire  that  he  would  fend  him 
all  his  works.  This  pontiff  was  one  of  the'  worthieft  men 
who  had  filled  the  papal  chair  for  a  long  time:  he  was  a 
perfon  of  diftinguifhed  virtue,  and  polTefled  of  a  liberal  mind  ; 
he  had,  before  his  advancement,  entertained  a  peculiar  ad¬ 
miration  of  and  rcfpedl  for  Bacon,  and  had  expreffed  a  folici- 
tude  to  be  favoured  with  his  writings.  No  fooner  did  our 
Friar  receive  the  letter  from  the  Pope,  than  he  let  himfelf 
to  comply  with  his  requeit ;  and  immediately  began  to  re¬ 
vile,  enlarge,  and  complete  his  compofitions,  and  to  put 
them  into  proper  order.  Having  done  this,  he  -transmitted 
them  by  his  favourite  difciple,  John  of  Paris,  who  was  well 
qualified  to  explain  the  fentiments  of  his  mailer.  This  col¬ 
lection  of  Bacon’s  performances,  which  were  digefled  by 
him  into  one  treatife,  to  be  fent  to  the  Roman  bifhop,  is 
called  Opus  Majus,  and  contains  a  complete  body  of  Sci¬ 
ence,  for  that  age.  In  this  work  the  excellent  author  builds 
on  the  moll  rational  principles ;  points  out  extremely  well 
the  hindrances  of  knowledge ;  fhews  that  the  perfection  of 
wifdom  is  to  be  found  in  the  Scriptures ;  and  proves  that 
philofophy  is  not  inconfident  with  divinity.  He  makes  ad¬ 
mirable  remarks  on  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  languages,  mathe¬ 
matics,  petlpcdlive,  aflronomy,  chemidry,  and  other  Sub¬ 
jects  $ 
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jedts ;  and  gives  us  the  re ful t  of  his  own  enquiries  with  ref- 
pedf  to  thefe  different  parts  of  fludy.  He  evinces,  at  large, 
the  importance  and  neeeffity  of  proceeding  by  experiments, 
in  order  to  come  at  truth  ;  and,  in  fhort,  exhibits  a  detail  of 
his  numerous  improvements  and  curious  difeoveries. 

His  writings  obtained  for  him  the  favour  of  the  pope, 
and  fonne  farther  afliftance  and  patronage  in  the  profecution 
of  his  noble  fchemes  :  but,  alas !  the  fun-fhine  of  his  prof- 
perity  was  a  transient  gleam,  which  was  quickly  overcaflv 
The  good  pontiff  died  in  a  very  little  time,  and  then  Bacon 
was  expofed  to  frefh  difficulties.  Thefe  were  occafioned  by 
Jerome  de  Efcuio,  the  general  of  the  Francifcans,  who 
commanded  him  to  be  imprifoned ;  and,  to  prevent  his 
making  an  appeal,  took  care  to  get  from  Rome  an  imme¬ 
diate  confirmation  of  the  fentence.  Others  tell  us,  it  was 
Raymundus  Golfredus,  who  was  head  of  the  order  at  this 
period,  and  who  procured  the  condemnation  of  our  philo¬ 
sopher  ,*  though  the  former  account  is  by  far  the  mod  pro¬ 
bable.  However  that  be,  he  languifhed  in  confinement  ten 
years,  being  fliut  up  in  his  monailery,  deprived  of  conver- 
fation,  and  obliged  to  a  fevere  abflinence.  The  pretences 
for  perfecuting  him  were  the  fame  as  heretofore,  and  are 
faid,  in  particular,  to  have  taken  their  rife  from  his  Trea¬ 
ties  de  Necromanticis,  de  Prognofticis  ex  Stellis,  and  de 
Attronomia  vera.  But  not  even  the  continued  hardfhips  he 
endured,  could  damp  his  zeal  in  the  profecution  of  his  flu- 
dies.  Ill  treated  as  be  was  by  his  contemporaries,  he  was 
animated  by  a  laudable  third  of  fame,  and  fired  with  an  ar¬ 
dent  concern  for  the  welfare  of  mankind.  He  laboured  for 
future  ages,  and  configned  his  reputation  and  character  to 
poflerity ;  which  has,  though  late,  done  juftice  to  his 
merit.  ,  . 

After  he  had  remained  in  imprifonment  the  time  we  have 
mentioned,  his  old  enemy,  Jerome  de  Efcuio,  was  raifed  to 
the  papal  throne,  and  affumed  the  name  of  Nicholas  the 
Fourth.  Notwithflanding  the  feverity  with  which  he  had 
treated  our  worthy  monk,  he  was,  upon  the  whole,  a  man 
of  virtue  and  fcience;  and,  therefore.  Bacon  hoped  he 
might  be  able  to  pacify  him,  and  conciliate  his  favour. 

With 
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With  this  view  he  wrote,  and  dedicated  to  him,  A  Treat  ife 
on  the  Means  of  avoiding  the  Infirmities  of  Age,  This 
work  is  well  fpoken  of  by  the  bed  judges,  and  has  been 
extremely  admired  by  many  eminent  phyficians.  The  au¬ 
thor,  however,  was  obliged,  in  compliance  with  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  age,  and  to  avoid  the  dangers  he  might  other- 
wife  incur,  to  exprefs  his  fentiments,  in  feveral  places, 
with  a  fmdied  obfcurity ;  a  thing  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  his  natural  inclination  :  for  it  was  always  his  defire  to 
hold  forth  truth  in  her  native  fimpHcity. 

We  do  not  find  that  his  application  to  the  pope  produced 
any  confiderable  effedf :  but  at  length  he  was  releafed  from 
his  confinement,  by  the  interpofition  of  fonie  noblemen,  and 
returned  to  Oxford,  where  he  compofed  his -lafl  perform¬ 
ance,  intitled,  A  Compendium  of  Theology.  He  fpent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  peace,  died  in  the  college  of 
his  order,  on  the  nth  of  June,  in  1292,  or,  as  Dr.  Jebb 
thinks,  in  1294,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  Fran- 
cifcans. 

Thefe  are  all  the  particulars  the  molt  indefatigable  en¬ 
quirers  have  been  able  to  colled:  concerning  the  life  of 
Roger  Bacon  ;  and  we  mult  be  contented  wish  them, 
though  curiofity  and  gratitude  would  wifh  for  a  fuller  in¬ 
formation  :  but  the  life  of  a  fedentary  writer  is  to  be  found 
in  his  works.  To  the  compofitions,  therefore,  of  our  in¬ 
genious  friar  mult  we  have  recourfe,  if  we  defire  to  know 
what  he  was,  and  to  have  a  proper  conception  of  his  li¬ 
terary  character.  We  may  take  notice  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  Bacon  ex i fled  in  a  dark  period,  he  had  all  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  education  which  the  age  could  poffibly  afford.  We 
do  not  here  mean  his  being  brought  up  at  Oxford  and  Pa¬ 
ris,  which  was  a  common  thing  in  thofe  days,  and  was 
the  cafe  of  thousands  who  never  made  a  figure  in  the  re¬ 
public  of  letters.  What  we  have  in  view,  is  his  peculiar 
felicity  in  enjoying  the  early  patronage,  initrudtion,  and 
affiftanceof  Shirwood,  Crofted,  and  their  friends,  who  were 
almoft  the  only  perfons  among  whom  any  traces  of  true 
knowledge  were  to  be  met  with.  But,  whatever  might 
be  his  Lvppmefs  in  this  refpedt,  his  advantages  bore  no 

proportion. 
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proportion  to  bis  improvements.  The  progress  he  made 
in  fcience  can  be  accounted  for  on  no  other  fuppofition, 
than  that  of  his  being  endowed  with  a  genius  altogether 
furpriiing;  and  which,  if  he  had  been  confined  in  the 
obfcureft  village,  would  have  broken  forth  with  a  fplen- 
dour  that  could  not  be  refilled.  His  powers  rofe  quite 
above  the  opportunities  he  had  been  favoured  with,  and 
pu filed  him  to  difcoveries,  in  the  attainment  of  which  he 
Could  receive  no  help  from  the  period  wherein  he  lived. 
His  exalted  mind  faw,  at  once,  through  the  errors  of  pre¬ 
ceding  times,  and  fixed  immediately  upon  the  only  prin¬ 
ciples  that  can  lead  to  folid  truth.  In  his  Opus  Majus  he 
ihews,  that  too  great  a  dependence  on  authority,  the  al¬ 
lowing  an  undue  weight  to  cuflom,  the  fear  of  offending 
the  vulgar,  and  the  affectation  of  concealing  ignorance  un¬ 
der  a  fpecious  difplay  of  wifdom,  are  the  four  grand  impe¬ 
diments  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge  ;  and  points  out, 
in  various  inffanees,  the  miftakes  they  occafion.  He  proves 
that  we  are  not  under  an  obligation  of  adhering,  implicitly, 
to  what  we  hear  and  read,  but  have  a  right  of  examining 
into  the  fentiments  of  thofe  ‘who  have  gone  before  us;  of 
adding  to  their  opinions,  when  defective  ;  and  of  correcting 
them,  when  wrong,  provided  we  do  it  with  mode  fly  and 
decency.  Betides  laying  open  the  fources  of  erroneous  no¬ 
tions,  he  propofes  the  cleared  and  mod:  judicious  methods 
at  arriving  at  real  fcience  ;  and,  as  we  have  already  hinted* 
Infills  largely  on  the  neceffity  of  making  experience  out 
guide. 

A  perufal  of  Roger  Bacon’s  works  will  convince  us  of 
the  extent,  as  well  as  brightnefs  of  his  genius.  Though 
his  enquiries  reached  to  almofl  every  branch  of  literature, 
he  did  not  perform  them  in  a  fuperfciai,  or  even  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  way,  but  entered  deeply  into  each  fubject :  fb  that 
one .would  imagine  it  had  been  h,  is  fole-purfuit.  The  ac¬ 
curacy  and  fullnefs  with  which  he  has  expreffed  himfeif  con¬ 
cerning  the  different  parts  of  ftudy,  and  fuch  as  he  might 
be  expedted  .  to  have  the  lead  acquaintance  with,  form  a 
hiah  addition  to  his  character. 

A  particular  tribute  of  honour  is  due  to  him,  on  account 
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of  the  juft  fentime  nts  he  entertained  with  regard  to  moral 
philofophy  and  the  lcriptures.  He  faw,  in  its  full  light, 
the  connection  between  natural  and  revealed  religion  :  he 
perceived  that  they  mutually  fupport  each  other,  and  that 
the  latter  muft  be  erected  on  the  former,  in  order  to  ftand 
on  a  folid  and  immoveable  foundation.  A  noble  principle 
this!  which,  by  being  properly  attended  to,  has  produced 
fome  of  the  beft  books  the  prefent  enlightened  age  has 
feen  ;  and  has  afforded  the  moil  rational  and  unanfwerable 
vindications  of  Chriftianity. 

In  fhort,  Roger  Bacon  was  born  to  rife,  in  almoft  every 
refped,  above  the  prejudices  of  his  day.  He  was  born  to 
colled:  in  himfelf,  as  in  one  focus,  all  the  rays  of  know¬ 
ledge  that  were  fcattered  abroad  in  the  world  ;  and  not  on¬ 
ly  to  do  fo,  but  to  make  amazing  additions  to  every  fepa- 
rate  branch  of  fcience  :  as  will  abundantly  be  manifeft- 
ed,  by  our  proceeding  to  give  a  more  particular  detail  of 
his  admirable  improvements  and  difcoveries. 

The  view  we  have  already  given  of  the  life  and  literary 
charader  of  Roger  Bacon,  muft  have  been  fufficient  to 
convince  us  that,  confidering  the  period  in  which  he  flou- 
riflied,  he  was  a  moft  extraordinary  perfon ;  and  that  the 
enlargement  of  his  mind,  and  the  extent  of  his  knowledge, 
were  extremely  great :  but  were  we  to  ftop  here,  we  fhoukl 
be  far  from  doing  juftice  to  his  merits ;  far  from  reprefenting 
him  as  he  really  was,  with  regard  to  his  abilities  and  at¬ 
tainments.  If  we  would  have  an  adequate  conception  of 
the  man,  we  muft  purfue  him  more  diftindly  through  the 
different  branches  of  fcience,  and  examine  the  progrefs 
and  difcoveries  which  he  made  in  every  feparate  part  of 
ftudy. 

Let  us  then  begin  with  grammatical  learning,  which  is 
the  ufual  foundation  of  other  improvements.-  No  one  had 
a  higher  fenfe  of  its  value  than  our  worthy  friar,  as  ap- 
pears  from  his  Opus  Majus  ;  in  which, he  points  our,  ^at 
large,  the  many  ‘advantages  that  flow  from  a  fkill  in  the 
languages,  and  (hews  the  vaft  importance  of  being  able  to 

1  perufe  the  beft  authors  in  their  originals.  Accordingly,  his 

3  if  proficiency  was  proportionally  eminent :  for  he  was  per- 
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fedtly  acquainted  with  the  Latin,  the  Greek,  the  Hebrew, 
and  the  Chaldee  tongues.  He  was  even  capable  of  com- 
pofing  grammars  in  them;  and  has  left  indubitable  marks 
that  he  underftood  them  with  a  critical  exactnefs.  This 
was  very  furprifing  for  that  age,  when  few  perfons  had  any 
confiderable  knowledge  in  the  languages,  and  when  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  get  accefs  to  them,  and  obtain  proper 
Inftrudions  concerning  them.  Nor  were  his  philological 
enquiries  purfued  in  a  pedantic  manner,  but  conducted  with 
fbme  degree  of  tafte.  He  was  fond  of  the  Roman  poets, 
and  makes  feveral  quotations  from  them  in  his  writings. 
His  regard  for  Virgil  induced  him  to  compofe  obfervations 
upon  the  works  of ’that  divine  genius ;  and  his  judicious 
reading  of  the  ancients  in  general,  is  evident  from  his  Ryle, 
which,  if  it  has  not  the  claffic  purity  and  elegance  of  the 
Auguftan  period,  has,  however,  a  clearnefs,  a  precilion, 
a  neatnefs,  and  a  ftrength,  greatly  luperior  to  his  day.  He 
had  certainly  a  happy  way  of  expreffing  his  ideas,  there 
being  nothing  awkward,  obfcure,  or  redundant  in  his  dic¬ 
tion. 

Nor  was  he  meanly  verfed  in  other  branches  of  the 
belles  lettres.  He  wrote,  for  inftance,  upon  chronology, 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  it ;  as  he  was,  alfo,  with  hif- 
tory,  and  efpecially  the  four  grand  empires  of  the  world, 
of  which  he  has  given  an  accurate  account.  It  is  apparent, 
likewife,  that,  he  had  a  complete  knowledge  of  geography, 
fo  far  as  it  could  then  be  underftood.  He  had  even  a  fuller 
and  more  exad:  comprehenfion  of  the  fituation,  extent, 
and  inhabitants  of  many  countries,  than  fome  who  have 
devoted  their  principal  attention  to  thefubjedh  His  fkil],  in 
this  refpecT,  was  fo  eminent,  that  it  reached  to  the  remoteft 
places:  for  he  had  very  juft  notions  of  Tartary,  China, 
and  the  reft  of  the  kingdoms  in  that  part  of  the  globe* 
The  geographical  obfervations  he  hath  left  us  in  his  Opus 
Majus,  are  allowed  to  have  uncommon  merit. 

But  though  Roger  Bacon’s  acquaintance  with  the  fe¬ 
veral  kinds  of  learning  already  mentioned,  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  have  gained  him  a  high  character,  even 
if  he  had  applied  to  nothing  elfe,  yet  the  reputation  he 
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hence  deferved  has  been  loft  amidft  the  blaze  of  his  other 
excellencies.  While  he  fhone  with  unparalleled  fplendor 
as  a  philofopher,  perfons  fcarcely  thought  it  worth  their 
while  to  take  notice  of  and  record  his  progrefs  in  gramma¬ 
tical  and  polite  literature.  Indeed,  it  is  as  a  philofopher 
that  he  is  intitled  to  our  principal  admiration  and  praife. 
He  has  demonflrated,  in  his  Opus  Majus,  the  prodigious  im¬ 
portance  and  life  of  the  mathematics ;  and  he  exhibited,  in 
his  own  improvements,  a  linking  inftance  of  the  -truth  of 
his  remarks.  Fie  has  written  upon  all  the  parts  of  that  fub- 
lime  fcience,  in  a  manner  that  hath  excited  the  applaufe 
and  efteem  of  the  bed  judges.  Hecompofed,  likewife,  a 
number  of  pieces  upon  natural  philofopny  in  general,  and 
cultivated  the  particular  branches  of  it  with  amazing  fuccefs. 

With  regard  to  mechanics.  Dr.  Freind  has  declared,  that 
not  a  fuperior  genius  has  fprung  up  Alice  the  days  of  Archi¬ 
medes  ;  and  of  this  we  have  the  cleared  evidence,  in  his 
performance  on  the  fecret  works  of  art  and  nature,  and  the 
non-exidence  of  magic,  wherein  he  explained  how  nature 
may  be  wrought  upon  and  heightened  by  art,  and  mentions  a 
variety  of  machines,  which  might  be  invented  and  brought 
to  perfection.  He  informs  us  that  a  boat  may  be  fo  condruct- 
ed,  andtheoars  fo  difpofed  in  it,  as  to  make  more  way  with  a 
fingleperfon,  than  another  veflel  could  though  fully  manned. 
Some  attempts  of  this  fort  have  been  made  in  later  times, 
and  not  entirely  without  effedl,  in  Flanders  and  Holland. 
It  is  poflible  too,  he  fays,  to  contrive  a  chariot,  which, 
without  the  afliftance  of  animals,  fhall  move  with  the  ut- 
mod  force  and  fwiftnefs.  He  thinks,  alio,  that  flying  in- 
flruments  might  be  formed,  in  the  middle  of  which 
a  man  might  lit,  and  diredt  them  by  a  kind  of  rudder. 
The  reader  may,  perhaps,  be  difpofed  to  fmile  at  thefe 
indances  of  our  learned  monk’s  ingenuity :  but  they  are 
decifive  proofs  of  his  extraordinary  mechanical  fkill ;  and 
if  the  fchemes  feem  a  little  whimfieal,  they  have  notwith- 
Aanding  engaged  the  attention  of  other  eminent  philofophers 
belides  Roger  Bacon.  He  tells  us,  moreover,' that  a  ma¬ 
chine  may  be  made,  which  fhall  raife  or  fink,  with  eafe, 
the  greated  weights  :  whence  it  is  apparent,  that  he  under- 
i  flood 
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flood  the  perpetual  fcrew.  He  fpeaks,  likewife,  of  many 
more  indruments,  and  affures  us,  that  he  had  feen  and 
experienced  all  of  them,  excepting  the  apparatus  for  dying. 
Such  was  the  furprifing  acquaintance  of  our  friar  with  the 
fecret  powers  of  nature  ;  and  to  this  it  was  principally  ow¬ 
ing  that  he  was  treated  as  a  magician,  though  he  propofecL 
his  difcoveries  as  having  nothing  extraordinary  in  them;  but 
as  being  merely  the  refult  of  a  knowledge,  not  difficult  to  be 
attained,  ansi  which  he  was  ready  to  communicate  to  every 
ho  net  enquirer. 

Another  part  of  fcience,  wherein  his  proficiency  was 
equally  amazing,  was  optics,  in  the  theory  and  practice 
of  which  he  took  indefatigable  pains.  He  was  at  much 
expence,  as  well  gs  labour,  to  bring  it  to  perfection ;  and 
though,  at  that  time,  an  almoft  total  ignorance  prevailed  with 
regard  to  it,  though  it  was  only  flu  died  by  few  perfons, 
yet  fo  fuccefsful  were  his  refearc-hes,  that  he  appears  to 
have  hit  upon  mod  of  the  grand  inventions  which,  in  modern 
ages,  have  reflected  the  high  eft  luftre  on  individuals,  and 
even  on  nations  themfelves.  He  has  deferibed  the  method 
of  making  reading-glades,  and  pointed  out  the  ufe  of 
them,  with  a  clearnefs  and  precifion  that  do  not  admit  of 
the  lead  doubt.  He  hath  informed  us  alfo,  that  himfelf, 
and  his  friend  Peter  ue  Maham,  had  condruCted  a  number 
of  burning-glaiTes ;  and  he  hath  given  us  an  account  of 
the  Camera  Ob f cur  a .  What,  perhaps,  will  be  edeemed 
dill  more  furprifing,  it  is  evident,  that  the  important  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  telefcope  was  made  by  him.  That  he  un~ 
derftood  this  admirable  indrument  is  indubitable  from  fe- 
veral  pad  ages  in  his  works  ;  nor  had  he  merely  an  idea  of 
it,  as  a  podible  thing,  but  put  his  idea  into  execution. 
Accordingly,  we  have  diffident  reafon  to  believe,  that  he 
actually  uled  telefcopes  in  his  adronomical  obfervations. 
His  apparatus,  indeed,  was  neither  fo  elegant  nor  fo  per¬ 
fect  as  modern  times  have  produced  ;  neverthelefs,  it  was 
extremely  ferviceable  to  him  in  the  acquifition  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  was  applied  by  him  to  the  mod  valuable  pur- 
pofes. 

From  this  fubjeCt  the  tranfition  is  very  natural  to  the  cotv 
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fideration  of  Roger  Bacon’s  proficiency  with  regard  to  agro¬ 
nomy,  in  which  his  fkill  was  proportioned  to  the  reft  of  his 
improvements.  Soextenfive,  foaccurate  was  his  acquaintance 
with  this  fublime  fcience,  that  hefaw  clearly  through  the  er¬ 
rors  of  the  calendar,  and  was  capable  of  fpecifying  the  pro* 
per  method  of  correcting  them.'  This  knowledge  he  ac¬ 
quired  without  any  affiftance  but  from  his  own  fagacity  and 
diligence,  and  earneftly  prefled  pope  Clement  the  Fourth  to 
undertake  the  alteration  of  theflyie.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  fchCme  laid  down  by  him  was  more  exaCt  and  complete^ 
than  the  plan  afterwards  adopted  by  Gregory  the  Thirteenth. 
Our  monk  was  for  having  the  reformation  begin  from  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour,  and  not  from  the  council  of  Nice.  The 
calendar  framed  by  him,  for  this  purpofe,  is  ftill  extant; 
and  it  is,  with  good  reafon  fuppofed,  that  from  him  were 
borrowed  the  ideas  which  gave  rife  to  the  Gregorian  cor* 
reCtion  ♦,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  perfons  who  carried 
it  into  execution  had  not  the  wifdom  to  render  the  defi&n 

,  ^  o 

lb  perfeCt  as  Roger  Bacon  had  propofed. 

But  let  us  pafs  on  to  the  furvey  of  him  as  a  chemift, 
where  we  fliall  find  his  character  as  extraordinary  as  in 
other  re  fpeCts.  He  maybe  almoft  confidered  as  the  in¬ 
troducer  of  chemifiry  into  this  kingdom  ;  and  it  was  pur- 
fued  by  him  with  fuch  uncommon  fuccefs,  that  he  under- 
flood,  and  hath  fpaken  of,  many  of  the  operations  now  in 
ufe.  His  comparatively  accurate  and  extenfive  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  this  fcience  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  are 
converfant  with  the  fubjeCt;  and  he  made  feveral  very 
capital  difcoveries.  Among  the  red,  gunpowder  was  known 
to  him,  both  with  regard  to  its  ingredients  and  its  appli¬ 
cation.  He  mentions  clearly  and  diftinCtly  the  materials 
ncceflary  to  a  compofition  of  that  fort,  and  the  great  ef¬ 
fects  it  might  produce.  It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice, 
that  he  believes  it  was  fome  preparation  of  this  nature 
which  enabled  Gideon,  with  his  three  hundred  pitchers 
and  lamps,  to  obtain  a  complete  victory  over  the  Mklian- 
ites. 

Another  thing  obfervable  in  our  friar,  was  his  Ikill 
in  the  tranfmutation  of  netals.  Whatever  be  thought 
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of  bis  attempts  to  find  out  the  philosopher's  done,  as  It  has 
been  called,  or  the  art  of  converting  bafer  fubftances  into 
gold,  it  is  certain  he  went. as  far  that  way  as  any  man;  and, 
In  the  profeeution  of  his  main  fubjed,  (truck  out  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  Important  truths.  Several  of  his  principles  and  po¬ 
rtions  have  been  flnee  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  moll 
intelligent  and  curious  philofophers  ;  and  Boerhaave  fpeaks 
of  him  with  peculiar  honour. 

The  lad  inftan.ee  we  (hall  mention  of  Roger  Bacon's  vaft 
proficiency,  as  an  alchemift,  is  his  tindure  of  gold  for  the 
preservation  of  life,  in  his  invention  and  defcription  of 
which,  he  has  afforded  manifeft  proofs  how  well  he  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  powers  of  nature.  The  medicine  itfelf, 
indeed,  will  be  looked  upon  as  whimfical  ;  but  the  in- 
veftigation  of  it  led  him  to  many  valuable  enquiries  and 
difcoveries. 

When  we  refled:  upon  the  courfe  of  his  chemical  ftudies, 
we  cannot  wonder,  that  he  applied  to  medicine  in  general. 
To  this  we  are  indebted  for  his  admirable  treatife  on  avoid¬ 
ing  the  infirmities  of  age,  of  which  an  account  has  already 
been  given,  tie  wrote,  likewife,  other  pieces  in  the  fame 
fcience. 

While  Roger  Bacon  employed  himfelf  in  the  moft  ab- 
ftrufe  andfublime  fpeculations  and  purfuits — while  he  culti¬ 
vated.  feveral  kinds  of  knowledge,  in  which  he  was  without 
a  rival ;  one  would  Imagine  that  he  could  have  had  no 
time  to  attend  to  the  common  literature  of  the  age.  This 
chiefly  Included  logic  and  metaphyfics,  and  confifted  of  a 
thoufand  fubtle  queftions  and  diflindions  which  the  fchool- 
men  had  lately  introduced.  However,  if  the  fafhionable 
learning  was  entitled  to  the  lead  degree  of  praife,  our  friar 
underftood  it  in  all  its  extent,  as  is  evident  from  his  works ; 
and  his  reputation  in  it  was  equal  to  that  of  the  beft  of  his 
contemporaries.  With  regard  to  ethics,  as  we  have  former¬ 
ly  obferved,  his  merit  was  very  diftinguifhed  ;  for  fo  juft 
and  enlarged  were  his  fentiments  of  moral  philofophy,  that 
he  confide  red  it  as  the  end  and  perfedion  of  human  wifi- 
dom,  as  the  fame  with  divinity,  and  the  foundation  of  re¬ 
vealed  religion,, 
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To  crown  the  whole,  he  was  fo  far  from  neglefting  the 
peculiar  bufmefs  of  his  profefiion,  that  he  rendered  all  his 
enquiries  fubfervient  to  it,  and  fee  ms  to  have  had  nothing  In 
view,  but  the  honour  of  the  fupreme  Being,  and  the  welfare 
of  mankind.  He  entertained  the  utmoft  veneration  for  the 
Scriptures,  urged  the  ftudy  of  them  in  their  original  lan¬ 
guages,  and  thought  that  all  other  parts  of  literature  would 
contribute  to  make  them  better  underflood.  To  evince 
this^vas  the  grand  purpofe  of  his  writings,  and  particularly 
of  his  lad  performance,  the  Compendium  of  Theology  ;  the 
publication  of  which  would  probably  be  extremely  ufeful, 
and  throw  much  light  on  a  variety  of  fubjedts.  Nay,  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  furprifing  as  his  character  appears,  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  it  would  be  deemed  dill  more  amazing,  if 
all  his  manufcripts  were  collected  from  the  dud  of  libraries, 
where  lome  of  them  have  long  lain  forgotten,  and  were 
brought  into  open  day. 

Such  was  friar  Roger  Bacon  ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  won¬ 
der,  that  he  was  called  DodtorMirabilis,a  title  he  well  deferv- 
-ed,  while  the  other  authors  of  his  time  had  no  jud  preten- 
fions  to  the  pompous  appellations  which  were  befrowcd  up¬ 
on  them.  His  works  have  been  read  with  adonifhment  by 
the  bed  modern  writers,  and  will  ever  be  admired,  fo  long 
as  the  lead  love  of  fcience  and  learning  remains  in  Britain. 

W e  hope  that  none  of  our  readers  will  be  difpofed  to  think 
lefs  honourably  of  him,  becaufe  be  did  not,  in  all  refpebts, 
difcard  the  errors  of  the  times.  This  is  fo  far  from  affording 
caufe  of  blame,  that  the  matter  of  furprife  is  how,  in  fo 
dark  a  period,  and  under  fuch  prodigious  difadvantages,  he 
was  capable  of  (hiking  out  the  light  he  did.  As  to  his 
ientiments  concerning  Aridotle,  though  he  looked  upon  his 
performances  rfs  the  foundation  of  knowledge,  let  it  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  this  was  the  prevailing,  the  indifputable 
opinion  of  the  age.  Let  it  alfo  be  remembered,  that  our 
monk  did  not  take  that  philofopher  in  the  wretched  tranda- 
tions  then  received,  did  not  confine  himfelf  to  his  difeoveries. 


but  dared  to  differ  from  him,  where  he  faw  reafon  ;  for  no 
..one  had  a  higher  fenfe  of  the  poffibility  and  importance  of 
tranfeendirg  the  limbs  of  ancient  wifdoiru  With  regard. 
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likewife,  to  his  favourable  notion  of  judicial  adrology,  a  a 
attachment  to  it  was  the  general  mittake  of  the  day  ;  a  mif- 
take  which  continued  in  much  more  enlightened  times.  Be¬ 
tides,  he  did  not  imagine,  that  the  difp'ofition  of  the  flars 
abfolutely  controlled  the  courfe  of  events,  or  broke  in  up¬ 
on  moral  agency,  and  human  liberty.  We  need  not  fay, 
that  the  charge  of  his  being  addicted  to  magic  was  founded 
on  the  grofled  ignorance  ;  or  attempt  to  refute  the  ridiculous 
dory  of  the  brazen  head,  which  has  been  applied  to  feveral 
other  eminent  men* 

The  more  we  confider  the  attainments  of  Roger  Bacon, 
amidft  the  greateft  obdruClions,  and  under  a  long  and  fevere 
perfecution,  the  more  we  final  1  admire  the  vigour  of  his 
mind,  the  fteadinefs  of  his  application,  and  the  progrefs  he 
made.  Nor  can  we  too  much  revere  the  virtues  of  his  heart, 
his  zeal  for  the  public  good,  the  freedom  with  which  he 
communicated  his  inventions,  and  his  rendering  them  all 
fubfervient  to  the  heft  purpofes*  That  fuch  a  man  fhould  be 
fo  harfhly  and  injnrioufly  treated,  fills  us  with  the  higheft  in¬ 
dignation  ;  but  thus  hath  the  ungrateful  world  often  ufed 
its  nobled  benefactors.  The  injudice  fhewn  to  the  perfon 
of  our  friar,  extended  al fo  to  his  works.  The  odium  cad 
upon  his  character,  together  with  other  concurring  circum- 
fiances,  had  the  unhappy  influence  of  occafioning  his  writ¬ 
ings  to  be  fo  much  negleCted,  that  there  was  a  danger  of 
their  being  wholly  lofi ;  and  Leland  complains,  that  it 
would  be  eafler  to  colleCt  the  Sybils  leaves,  than  the  titles  of 
the  books  he  compofed.  If  they  had  not  been  almofi  en¬ 
tirely  unknown,  mankind  could  not  have  continued  fo  long 
ignorant  of  the  valuable  difcoveries  they  contain.  Late, 
very  late  it  was,  before  his  merit  was  fet  in  a  full  light ;  and 
we  are  under  great  obligations  to  thofe  who  have  relcued  his 
name  and  productions  from  oblivion.  Our  acknowledge¬ 
ments  are  particularly  due  to  Dr.  Jebb,  and  the  authors  of 
the  Biographia  Britannica,  whofe  excellent  labours  have 
enabled  us  to  fee,  that  Roger  Bacon,  all  things  confldered, 
was,  perhaps,  the  brighted  genius  which  Britain,  or  the 
world^  hath  produced. 
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TPI E  operations  of  party  are 
iiifeparable  from  a  free  confu¬ 
tation  ;  and  when  they  are  directed 
by  patriotifm  and  public  virtue,  they 
are  berfeficial  in  the  greateft  degree, 
and  fupport  order  and  political  li¬ 
berty.  In  England,  parties  have 
exifted  from  the  earlieft  times  ;  but 
while  they  have  frequently  pro¬ 
moted  the  national  good,  they  have 
often  engendered  misfortunes  and 
calamity.  For  the  private  in.te- 
refls  and  paffions  of  men  will  in¬ 
fallibly  intermingle  in  their  public 
traniadtions  ;  and  by  diftra&ing  the 
councils  of  the  kingdom,  dimimfh 
its  power  and  profperity.  Of  late 
years  the  violence  of  party  and  fac¬ 
tion  has  been  uncommonly  great, 
and  fatally  deftrudtive.  It  has 
brought  the  nation  very  nearly  to 
the  brink  of  deftrudtion  ;  and  it 
feems  to  threaten  and  £0  toiler  new 
dangers  and  diftrefs, 


The  promilirig  and  virtuous  adml» 
nift  ration  ot  the  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  did  not  iafl  long'.  His  death 
opened  the  way  for  the  advancement 
of  the  earl  of  Shelburne  ;  and  this 
noble  lord,  while  he  was  poffeffed  of 
ability,  application,  and  vigour, 
found  himfelf  in  a  fituation  which 
afforded  many  fytnptoms  of  liability 
and  coiifequence.  He  had  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  fovereign  ;  the  odium 
of  hoftile  meafures  againft  the 
Americans  was  at  art  end;  negoci- 
ations  had  been  opened  for  peace  ; 
and  the  gldiy  of  the  relief  ot  Gib¬ 
raltar  by  lord  Howe  had  excited 
and  flattered  the  national  pride.  Af¬ 
ter  the  miferies  and  Ioffes  of  a  mod 

* 

unhappy  war,  a  feene  of  peaceful 
profperity  was  abput  to  prefent  it- 
ielf  -  and  the  nation,  difpofed  to  be 
pleafed,  was  about  to  forget  its  in*  ' 
quietudes.  In  this  fituation,  the 
parliament  was  called  to  afleifible  ; 
A  2  and 
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and  the  king  addrefled  himfelf  to  It 
from  the  throne.  Dec.  5.  1782. 

He  obferved,  that  he  had  loft  no 
time  in  giving  the  necefi'ary  orders 
for  prohibiting  an  offenfive  war  a- 
gainft  the  Americans ;  and  that  he 
had  been  directing:  his  views  to  a 
cordial  reconciliation  with  them. 
Such  being  his  own  inclination,  and 
fuch  the  fenfe  of  his  parliament  and 
people,  he  had  not  helitated  to  make 
them  the  offer  of  declaring  them  free 
and  independent  (fates,  by  an  article 
to  be  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace. 
Provisional  articles  were  even  agreed 
upon,  to  take  effect  when  the  terms 
o(  accommodation  could  be  finally 
adj ufied  with  the  court  of  France. 
He  deplored  this  difmemberment  of 
his  empire,  which  had  become  a 
matter  both  of  policy  and  prudence  ; 
but  teftified  a  hope  that  religion, 
language,  intereft,  and  affedfion 
would  yet  prove  a  permanent  tie 
of  union  between  the  two  countries. 
He  {poke  with  pride  and  fatisfadfion 
of  the  gallant  defence  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  of  the  honour  acquired  by  his 
fleet,  which  had  offered  battle  to  the 
combined  force  of  France  and  Spain 
upon  their  own  coafts.  He  exprefF- 
ed  the  fincerity  with  which  he  would 
endeavour,  by  every  meafure  in  his 
power,  to  diminifh  the  burthens  of 
his  people ;  and  he  recommended  to 
his  commons  an  immediate  attention 
to  the  great  objedfs  of  public  re¬ 
ceipts  and  expenditure,  and  above 
all  to  the  ftate  of  the  public  debt. 
To  the  parliament  in  general  he  re¬ 
marked  the  great  excefs  to  which 
the  crimes  of  theft  and  robbery  had 
grown,  and  the  perfonal  violence 
with  which  they  .were  often  accom¬ 
panied  ;  and  intimated  the  neceffity 
which  of  confequence  prevailed  for 
a  ftridt  and  levere  execution  of  the 
3aw.  He  bellowed  his  approbation 
on  the  liberal  principles  which  had 


been  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
rights  and  the  commerce  of  Ireland. 
He  preffed  a  revifion  of  our  whole 
fyflem  of  trade,  with  a  view  to  its 
fulleft  extenfion ;  and  turning  his 
attention  to  Alia,  he  pointed  out  our 
vaft  poftfeffions  there  as  a  moft  im¬ 
portant  objedt  of  regulation  and  care* 
He  declared  that  the  true  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution  would  be  the  invari¬ 
able  rule  of  his  condudf;  and  he 
called  upon  his  parliament  to  exer- 
cife  their  temper,  wifdom,  and  dif- 
intereftednefs. 

A  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  his  majefty  for  this  gracious  fpeech 
was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
bv  Mr.  Yorke,  and  feconded  bv  Mr. 
Banks.  Thefe  gentlemen  echoed 
back  the  fentiments  ol  the  king,  and 
indulged  themfelves  in  expreifions 
of  loyalty,  zeal,  and  fupport.  They 
confidered  the  conceftion  of  inde¬ 
pendence  to  America  as  an  acqui- 
fition  which  her  own  arms  had  ob¬ 
tained  to  her ;  but  they  difplayed. 
the  probability  which  there  exifted 
that  the  old  and  eftablifhea  habits  of 
commerce  would  continue  between 
the  two  countries.  They  defcribed 
in  ftrong  language  our  naval  fuc* 
cefies  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  at  Gib¬ 
raltar  ;  painted  the  diftreffes  to 
which  our  enemies  had  been  reduc¬ 
ed  ;  and  infilled  on  the  advantages 
which  might  accrue  to  us  from  a 
general  pacification  at  a  period  when, 
our  treafury  wasexhauled,  and  our 
debts  had  amounted  to  a  moft  enor¬ 
mous  fum.  They  trufted  that  it 
would  be  efteemed  politic  to  make 
fome  facrifices  as  the  price  of  a  dur¬ 
able  peace  ;  and  feemed  to  hint  that 
the  beft  means  of  obtaining  it  would 
be  the  furrender  of  fome  of  thofe 
obiedls  which  had  induced  the  con¬ 
tending  powers  to  engage  in  hoftili- 
ties.  Spain,  once  gratified,  would 
not  eafily  be  difpofed  to  renew  the 
contentions  of  war*  France  was 

tired 
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tired  of  a  flruggle  which  had  in¬ 
volved  her  in  a  ruinous  expence  ; 
and  our  condition  was  filch,  that  a 
long*  tratfi  of  peace,  with  a  drift  at¬ 
tention  to  trade  and  oeconomy  were 
become  necefiary  to  recover  our 
itrength  and  grandeur, 

Mr.  Fox  exprefied  his  fatisfadfion 
that  the  minidry  had  adopted  the 
expedient  of  avowing  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  America.  That  a  fair  de¬ 
claration  to  this  purpofe  was  infi¬ 
nitely  proper,  had  been  long  his  firm 
opinion.  It  was  not  the  plan  of  the 
prefent  cabinet.  The  country  was 
indebted  to  it  to  a  former  admini- 
firation.  But  while  the  concedion 
was  honourable  upon  our  part,  it 
conferred  nothing  upon  America. 
She  was  already  independent  by  the 
vigour  of  her  councils  and  her  arm« ; 
and  it  was  beyond  our  utmofi:  efforts 
to  fubdue  her.  In  approving  the 
meafure  of  avowing  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  America  intimated  from  the 
throne,  he  was  not  however  with¬ 
out  fome  apprehenfions  of  the  mi- 
mfiers.  He  had  ceafed  to  aft  with 
the  earl  of  Shelburne,  becaufe  he 
difirufied  his  candour.  He  had 
quitted  a  fituation  where  he  had 
found  himfelf  encompafied  with 
fnares.  Nor  was  he  certain  that, 
in  the  prefent  infiance,  there  was  no 
intention  of  artifice  and  treachery. 
He  fufpefted  that  the  terms  of  the 
propofed  peace  were  improper ;  and 
rather  than  confent  to  what  was 
difhonoyrable,  he  would  give  his 
voice  for  a  continuance  and  vi¬ 
gorous  profecution  of  the  war.  Our 
fituation  was  indeed  fufiiciently 
gloomy  ;  but  it  was  not  altogether 
defperate  :  and  a  bafe  fervility  and 
fubmifiion  could  only  lead  to  def- 
pondencv  and  ruin.  He  did  not 
underfiand  what  concefiions  were  to 
be  made  as  the  price  of  a  general 
pacification.  Was  Gibraltar  to  be 
given  up  to  Spain  ?  Such  an  idea 


had  gone  abroad ;  and  it  was  not 
impoffible  but  that  it  had  been  a- 
dopted.  He  was  convinced,  not- 
withftanding,  that  there  was  no¬ 
thing  in  our  fituation  which  con’d 
juftify  the  furrender  of  a  fort  refs 
which  was  fo  valuable  and  fo  impor¬ 
tant.  But  though  he  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  rely  on  the  virtue  of  the  earl 
of  Shelburne,  he  had  hopes  in  the 
iincerity  of  his  colleagues ;  and  he 
would,  therefore,  avoid  to  oppofe 
the  addrefs,  or  to  offer  an  amend¬ 
ment  upon  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  it  was 
urged  on  the  part  of  adminiftration, 
that  the  intentions  of  the  minifiry 
were  the  rnofi  fair  and  honourable ; 
that  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
the  platform  of  the  fyfiem  which 
they  were  purfuing ;  and  that  when 
it  confifted  with  the  fecrecy  and  de¬ 
licacy  infeparable  from  great  affairs, 
the  negociations  for  a  treaty  with 
America  would  be  fubmitted  to  the 
fcrutiny  of  the  parliament.  An  ex¬ 
treme  candour  difplayed  itfelfin  the 
contending  factions,  and  the  addrefs 
was  unanimoufiy  agreed  to. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers,  a  motion 
for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king: 
was  made  by  lord  Carmarthen,  and 
feconded  by  lord  Hawke.  While 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  met  with 
general  approbation,  the  expedfa- 
tion  was  entertained  that  the  pa¬ 
rent  ftate  would  fiill  derive  the  great- 
efi  advantages  from  its  offspring. 
But  till  a  firm  pacification  took  place, 
it  was  argued  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
politic  to  relax  the  preparations  for 
war  ;  and  that  the  good  of  the  coun¬ 
try  would  beft  be  promoted  by  a 
happy  and  permanent  underfianding 
between  the  crown,  the  lords,  and 
the  commons.  Su-fpicions,  notwith- 
fianding,  were  infinuated  againfithe 
earl  of  Shelburne;  and  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  him¬ 
felf.  He  faid  that  he  had  exerted 
A  3  the 
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the  full  extent  of  his  ability  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  intereits  of  his  country  ; 
but  at  the  prefent  moment  it  was 
not  proper  for  him  to  re  real  the 
fee  rets  of  government.  When  it 
became  him  to  throw  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  judice  of  his  country,  he 
would  do  it  with  pteafure.  He  had 
endeavoured  to  find  out  if  there  was 
any  poilible  method  of  redoring 
America  to  this  country,  before  he 
had  granted  the  offer  of  its  indepen¬ 
dency.  It  was  not  his  natural  de- 
* 

fire  to  yield  up  this  independency  : 
lie  had  fubmitted  to  the  controlling 
power  of  neceffity  and  fate.  6(  It 
was  not  I,  (aid  he,  that  made  this 
edition.  It  was  the  evil  dar  of  Bri¬ 
tain  :  it  was  the  blunders  oi:  a  for¬ 
mer  adminifiration  :  it  was  the  power 
of  revolted  fubjedts,  and  the  mighty 
arms  of  the  home  of  Bourbon.”  But 
xiotwithdanding  the  offer  of  inde¬ 
pendency  which  had  been  made  to 
America,  he  would  Hill  drenuoufly 
contend  to  revive  the  habits  of  af¬ 
fection  and  intercourfe  between  that 
country  and  England.  Thefe  ha¬ 
bits  fortunately  were  not  yet  entire¬ 
ly  extingulfhed.  French  manners 
and  cudoms  had  not  yet  taken  root 
in  America ;  and  he  truffed  that  the 
riling  generation  would  imbibe  no 
prejudices  bolide  to  Britain.  It  was 
cbjeded  to  the  earl  of  Shelburne, 
that  he  had  not  always  followed  thefe 
doctrines ;  and  earl  Fitz- William, 
and  lord  Stormont  reminded  him 
of  the  period  when  he  was  a  flout 
advocate  for  the  dependence  of  A- 
m erica,  and  when  he  affirmed  that 
the  fun  of  England’s  glory  would 
let  whenever  independency  fliould 
be  granted  to  the  colonies. 

Although  the  motions  for  thanks 
to  the  throne  were  carried  without 
a  divifion  in  both  houfes  ;  yet  the 
fpirit  of  party  was  bufy  ;  and  dif- 
confents  and  anirnofities  were  lpeed- 
ilyto  break  out  with  violence.  The 


mini  11  ry  in  the  meanwhile  proceeds 
ed  with  vigour,  and  held  out  to  the 
nation  the  moil  honourable  pro- 
feffions ;  and  while  the  negociations 
for  a  peace  employed  their  chief 
care,  they  forgot  not  to  extend  their 
attention  to  other  objects. 

In  the  event  of  the  prolongation 
of  the  war,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
national  defence,  it  was  moved  for 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  a- 
greed  to,  that  one  hundred  and  ten 
thoufand  men  fliould  be  employed 
in  the  fea  fervice,  for  the  year  1783, 
including  twenty-five  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  ninety  marines.  A 
fum  not  exceeding*  four  pounds  per 
man  per  month  was  allowed  for  main¬ 
taining  this  force  forthirteen  months, 

o  y 

including  ordnance  fox  fea  fervice. 

To  encourage  valour,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  the  gratitude  which  was  due 
to  effential  fervices,  general  Conway 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  of  the  com¬ 
mons  to  governor  Eliott  for  his  gal¬ 
lant  defence  of  Gibraltar.  He  ex¬ 
patiated  on  the  confummate  fkill 
and  difiinyuilhed  merit  of  this  com- 
manner  :  and  havincr  obferved  that 
the  national  praife  ought  not  to  be 
with-held  on  an  oecafion  fo  brilliant*, 
he  infilled  that  nothing  could  be 
more  acceptable  to  a  foidier  than 
fitch  a  mark  of  honour.  While  it 
ferved  to  fofler  his  gallantry,  it  was 
the  mod  flattering  reward  of  his 
bravery  and  toils.  A  motion,  in 
every  refpedt  fo  proper,  was  receiv¬ 
er!  and  carried,  not  only  without 
difpute,  bat  with  the  moll;  cordial 
fatis faction.  A  fimilar  motion  was 
made  in  favour  of  lord  vifeount 
Howe,  for  the  important  fervice  he 
had  rendered  to  his  country  by  his 
relief  of  the  fortrefs  oi  Gibraltar, 
and  by  his  gallant  and  able  ma¬ 
noeuvres  of  the  fleet  under  his  com¬ 
mand  againd  a  fu  peri  or  force  of  the 
enemy.  The  thanks  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  were  likewife  given  to 
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lieutenant-general  Boyd,  major-ge¬ 
neral  La  Motre,  major-general 
Green,  chief  engineer,  to  Sir  Roger 
Curtis,  and  to  the  officers,  foldiers, 
and  failors  employed  in  the  defence 
of  Gibraltar.  The  houfe  of  peers 
concurred  in  fimilar  profeffions  of 
gratitude  and  commendation ;  and 
to  the  parties  concerned  their  fenti- 
ments  were  communicated  by  the 
lord  chancellor. 

The  attention  of  the  nation  was 
very  naturally  excited  by  the  offer 
of  a  furrender  of  independency  to 
America;  and  a  drong  and  general 
curiofity  prevailed  to  know  the  terms 
of  the  proviiional  treaty.  Mr.  fe^ 
cretary  Townfhend,  to  prevent  the 
mifehiefs  refulting  from  fpecula- 
tions  in  the  funds,  had  addreUed  a 
letter  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
in  the  end  of  November  5782,  dat¬ 
ing  that  the  negotiations  carrying 
on  at  Paris  were  brought  fo  far  to  a 
point,  as  to  promife  a  decidve  con- 
elufion  either  for  peace  or  war  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting  of  the  parliament® 
Upon  the  third  day  of  December 
following,  he  aadreffed  a  new  letter 
to  the  lord  mayor,  in  which  he  ac¬ 
quainted  him,  that  a  meffenger  had 
jud  arrived  from  Paris,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  proviiional  articles  having 
been  dgned  the  30th  of  November 
by  his  majedy’s  commiffioners  and 
the  commiffioners  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  be  inferred  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  to  he  concluded 
when  pacific  terms  fhould  be  agreed 
upon  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  •  * 

A  regular  plan  of  opposition  was 
by  this  time  formed  againd  the  mi¬ 
nidry  ;  and  the  ambiguous  language 
of  thefe  letters  ferved  to  encourage 
apprehenfions  and  doubts.  Indead 
of  preventing  fpeculations  in  the 
funds,  it  was  obferved  that  the  fird 
letter  of  the  fecretary  of  date  would 
be  attended  with  the  very  oppofitse 


confequence.  Fork  obvioufly court¬ 
ed  an  immediate  fpeculation  upon 
an  event  which  was  held  out  as  foon 
to  happen.  And  with  regard  to  his 
fecond  letter,  it  was,  if  poffible, 
dill  more  irrational;  as,  notwith- 
danding  his  promife,  it  announced 
neither  peace  nor  war,  and  kept  up 
a  myderious  l'ufpence  on  a  topic 
which  ought  to  have  been  explain* 
ed  with  precifion.  It  was  urged 
that  the  articles  of  the  proviiional 
treaty  mud  be  known  fo  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain,  to  the  com¬ 
miffioners  of  America,  and  to  the 
Dutch ;  and  it  was  emphatically 
afked,  for  what  purpofe  are  they 
concealed  in  Great  Britain  ?  it  was 
thought  and  laid,  that  miniders  were 
afhamed  of  what  they  had  done ; 
that  their  addons  were  of  fo  bafe  a 
complexion  that  they  could  not  bear 
the  light;  that  they  had  fubmkted 
to  lhameful  dipulations ;  and  that 
they  had  been  deluded  by  French 
artifices. 

Another  fource  of  difficulty  and 
didrud  had  arifen.  The  minidry 
did  not  feem  to  be  uniform  in  the 
language  which  they  held  on  the 
objedt  and  tendency  of  the  pro^ 
vibonal  treaty.  It  bad  gone  abroad, 
that  a  few  of  them  confidered  it  as  a 
free  and  unreferved  declaration  of 
American  independence ;  while  by 
others  of  them,  it  was  underdood  to 
hold  out  a  conditional  recognition  of 
independency  to  America,  which 
was  to  be  valid  or  ineffectual,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  negociations  for  an. 
accommodation  with  France  were 
to  take  effedf,  or  to  be  abandoned. 

The  national  ferments  increafed 
in  their  drength  ;  and  the  critical  f 
fituation  of  affairs  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  of  Speers, 
earl  Fitzwilliam  called  upon  lord 
Shelburne  to  explain  the  contradic¬ 
tory  reports  which  had  been  circu¬ 
lated  concerning  the  provifional 
\  1 
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treaty  with  America.  He  account¬ 
ed  it  to  be  right  that  miniflers  ought 
to  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  their 
candour  and  integrity.  Sophiflry 
and  circumvention  were  arts  which 
could  not  lead  to  confidence ;  and 
government,  in  order  to  be  refpedt- 
able  at  home  as  well  as  abroad, 
ought  to  be  refeued  from  every  im¬ 
putation  of  ambiguity.  Having 
preffed  thele  fentiments,  his  lord- 
Blip  requeued  the  attention  of  the 
mmifter  to  the  following  queflion. 

Is  it  to  be  underftood,  that  the 
Independence  of  America  is  never 
again  to  become  a  fubjedt  of  doubt, 
difcuiiion,  or  bargain;  but  is  to 
take  effedt  abfolutely,  at  any  period 
near  or  remote,  whenever  a  treaty 
Is  concluded  with  the  court  of 
France,  though  the  prefent  treaty 
Ihould  entirely  break  off?  Or,  on 
the  contrary,  is  the  independence  of 
America  merely  contingent,  fo  that 
If  the  particular  treaty,  now  nego- 
ciating  with  that  court,  fnould  not 
terminate  in  a  peace,  the  offer  is  to 
be  confidered  as  revoked,  and  the 
Independence  left  to  be  determined 
by  circumffances  and  the  events  of 
war  ?” 

The  earl  of  Shelburne  was  not 
difpofed  to  give  an  explicit  anfwer 
to  the  interrogatory  of  lord  Fitz- 
william.  He  confidered  that  it  was 
improper  in  itfelf ;  that  he  was 
bound  not  to  reveal  the  fecrets  of 
the  king,  and  that  if  he  fliould  ven¬ 
ture  to  reply  diredily  to  the  noble 
lord,  he  might  endanger  the  public 
fecurity.  It  was  the  prerogative  of 
the  king  to  negociate  for  peace  ; 
and  this  prerogative  was  not  to  be 
violated.  The  provifional  treaty 
Was  figned  and  feaied  ;  and  when 
policy  fliould  juftify  him  for  exhi¬ 
biting  it  publicly,  he  would  not 
lofe  one  moment  to  do  fo.  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  was  diffatisfied  vvith  this 
mode  of  reafoning ;  and  having  re¬ 


marked  that  he  wanted  not  to  know 
the  fecrets  of  government,  nor  to 
receive  a  minute  explanation  of  the 
articles  of  the  treaty,  infilled  that 
he  had  a  title  to  have  his  doubts  re¬ 
lieved  with  regard  to  the  different 
conflrudtions  which  had  been  put 
upon  it.  Nor  did  it  efcape  his  ob» 
fervation,  that  the  fecretary  ©f  flate* 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  lord  may¬ 
or,  had  given  the  appellation  of 
6C  the  United  States,”  to  the  colo¬ 
nies.  This  language,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  intimated  a  full  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  the  American  indepen¬ 
dence.  Yet,  perhaps,  it  was  to  be 
gathered  from  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  that  an  offer  only  of  inde¬ 
pendency  had  been  made  to  them* 
He  did  not  mean  to  invade  any  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown.  It 
was  fimplv  ills  defire  that  an  ambi¬ 
guity  fhould  be  cleared  up;  and  he 
could  not  but  conceive,  that  if  his 
requefl  fhould  be  rejected,  the  go¬ 
vernment  would  obtain  a  character 
which  would  tend  to  difgrace  it.  For 
it  would  thus  be  expofed  to  the  charge 
of  duplicity,  at  a  period  when  the 
brightefl  redlitude  and  the  mofl  ex¬ 
plicit  virtue  could  belt  uphold  its  in- 
terefls,  and  promote  its  profperity. 
The  earl  of  Shelburne  called  anew 
the  attention  of  the  noble  lord  to 
the  royal  prerogative ;  and  contend¬ 
ed  that  he  had  conflitutionally  a 
right  to  refufe  any  explicit  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  matter  propofed  to  him. 
To  preferve  fecrecy  in  cafes  like  the 
prefent,  was  one  great  ufe  of  the 
monarchical  branch  of  our  govern¬ 
ment.  To  carry  on  negociations 
was  not  the  bufinefs  of  popular  af« 
femblies.  If  the  conflitution  was 
to  be  altered,  the  befl  way  was  at 
once  to  go  to  St.  James’s,  to  bow  to 
the  king,  and  to  fay  to  him,  “  God 
blefs  you  ;  good  bye  to  you  :  after 
having  been  obliged  to  your  family 
for  refeuing  us  from  popery  ;  and 
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after  having  been  a  mixed  monarchy 
for  three  generations  of  your  fami¬ 
ly  ;  we  find  we  can  do  better  as  a 
republic  :  we  mean  in  future  to  fave 
the  expence  of  the  monarchical  ef- 
tablifhment,  and  fo  good  bye  to 
you :  we  with  you  well.”  Lord 
Townfhend  and  lord  Derby  fup- 
ported  earl  Fitzwilliam.  They  re¬ 
minded  lord  Shelburne  that  he  ought 
to  adhere  to  doctrines  which  he  had 
himlelf  inculcated  with  warmth  and 
pertinacity.  His  ufual  practice  had 
been  to  demand  explanations  from 
miniflers.  How  often  had  he  faid 
to  them,  “  Be  explicit ;  tell  us 
what  your  fyftem  is  :  this  houfe  has 
a  right  to  information.”  His  appeal 
to  the  monarchical  part  of  the  eon- 
ftitution,  and  his  clamour  about  fe- 
crecy  was  nothing  but  affectation. 
There  mull  be  other  reafons  for  his 
iilence ;  and  there  were  cafes  fo  pe¬ 
culiar  and  important  that  they  ought 
to  be  inquired  into  with  the  utmoft 
expedition.  Parliament  had  a  right 
to  make  this  inquiry  ;  for  there 
were  objects  fo  confequential  that 
their  lofs  could  not  be  compen fated 
by  the  punifhment  of  miniflers. 
It  was  in  vain  that  thefe  arguments 
were  prelfed  upon  the  earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne.  He  peremptorily  avoided 
to  enter  into  the  queftion. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  fub- 
ject  of  the  provifional  treaty  was 
taken  up  with  no  lefs  warmth,  Mr. 
Fox,  after  ftating  the  different  and 
oppofite  conftructions  which  had 
been  put  upon  it,  reprobated  the 
conduct  of  miniflers  with  -all  that 
force  of  eloquence  for  which  he  is 
fo  remarkable.  He  treated  with  in¬ 
finite  ridicule  the  idea  of  lord  Shel¬ 
burne,  that  he  fhould  violate  his 
oath  as  a  privy  counfellor  by  anf- 
vvering  any  queftion  concerning  a 
treaty  which  had  been  concluded. 
The  fecretary  of  ftate  had  expreffed 
a  decided  opinion  on  this  Tubject, 
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when  in  his  letter  to  the  lord  mayor 
he  had  given  to  the  colonies  the 
name  of  44  the  United  States.5* 
Other  perfons  in  the  cabinet  had  alfo 
expreffed  their  fentiments  definitive¬ 
ly  concerning  the  treaty.  Of  all 
fuch  men  was  it  to  be  underftood 
that  they  were  perjured  and  had  be¬ 
trayed  their  truft  ?  To  have  re- 
courfe  to  his  confcience  and  his  oath 
was  doubtlefs  a  prudent  fubterfuge 
in  the  noble  lord ;  and  fo  pious  a 
fraud  might  be  fanctified  by  a  con¬ 
venient  cafuift.  But  while  it  was 
certain  that  the  miniftry  had  been 
unanimous  in  confenting  to  the  trea¬ 
ty,  he  could  not  but  remark  it  as 
lingular,  that  they  iliould  under¬ 
hand  it  differently.  This  Angularity 
had  even  fomething  in  it  that  was 
criminal ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  fup- 
prefs  indignation  when  ftatefmen, 
unanimoufly  concurring  in  a  mea- 
fure,  were  yet  fo  abfurd  as  to  dif¬ 
fer  in  the  interpretation  of  it.  What 
confidence  could  be  repofed  in  fuch 
miniflers  ?  At  home  they  were  not 
furely  intitled  to  any  truft;  and  a- 
broad  they  muft  be  objects  of  con¬ 
tempt.  In  order  to  have  a  full  c- 
clairciffement  on  the  fubject  he  w idl¬ 
ed  for  the  production  of  the  treaty  ; 
yet  he  acknowledged,  that  if  mini- 
fters  would  Hand  forward  and  fay 
that  there  were  parts  of  the  treaty 
not  ripe  for  exhibition,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion  he  intended. 
His  deftre  was  to  know  whether  the 
independency  of  America  was  con¬ 
ditional  or  irrevocable  ;  and  he  in¬ 
quired  not  after  articles  which  were 
not  fit  to  be  feen  at  the  prefent  hour. 
Under  thefe  expreffions  of  candour, 
he  moved,  44  That  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  commons  copies  of  fuch 
parts  of  the  provifional  articles  a- 
greed  upon  between  his  majefly’s 
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commiffioners  and  the  commiffioners 
pi  the  United  States  of  America,  as 
relate  to  the  negotiation  of  the  in¬ 
dependency  of  the  laid  dates.’5 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Fox,  and  difpiayed  the  precition  and 
elegance  for  which  he  is  remarkable. 
It  was  impoffible  that  he  could  con¬ 
ceive  the  propriety  of  producing  the 
provifional  treaty ;  and  it  was  an 
extreme  for  row  to  him  that  mini¬ 
vers  had  been  fo  much  off  their 
guard  as  to  have  thrown  out  any  in¬ 
formation  refpedting  it.  He  would 
not  go  fo  far  as  to  pronounce  this 
conduct  to  be  a  breach  of  their  oath 
as  counfellors  of  the  crown  ;  but 
lie  was  fure  that  it  was  a  very  high 
breach  of  diferetion.  We  were  in 
a  fituatlon  when  much  depended  up¬ 
on  caution  and  fiience.  To  reveal 
any  part  of  the  depending  negocia¬ 
tions  might  affed  them.  Every 
thing  depended  upon  fecrecv.  He 
therefore  conjured  the  houfe  to  fup- 
port  government ;  and  by  their  una¬ 
nimity  and  firmnefs  to  advance  and 
promote  the  meafures  carrying  on 
by  miniflers.  It  was  by  this  me¬ 
thod  that  our  enemies  would  bemoft 
decidedly  inclined  to  conclude  final¬ 
ly  upon  that  fort  of  peace  which 
this  country  had  a  right  to  expedt 
and  to  infill  upon.  No  argument 
could  poffibly  be  employed  that 
could  juftify  the  production  of  the 
provifional  treaty  at  this  hour.  No 
advantage  could  refult  from  laying 
the  treaty  or  any  part  of  it  before 
the  houjp  previouily  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  prelent  negociations.  it 
did  not  become  that  houfe  to  be 
more  attached  to  America  than  the 
Americans  themfelves.  it  was  a 
matter  of  joy  to  him  that  America 
had  accepted  the  recognition  of  her 
independence  as  the  price  of  peace. 
It  was  a  folid  foundation  on  which  a 
future  union  with  that  country 
.might  be  framed.  His  majeffy’s 
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miniflers  were  refponfible  for  their 
adfions ;  and  he  trufled  that  they 
would  not  be  interrupted  in  tranf- 
adiions  which  they  had  begun  with 
fuccefl;  and  which  were  about  to 
terminate  fo  advantageoufly  for 
Great  Britain.  It  was  his  belief 
that  both  nations  would  dill  be  con- 
nedfed  in  interefl  as  well  as  friend- 
fhip ;  and  fadtious  motives  alone  he 
conceived  could  raife  up  an  opposi¬ 
tion  to  meafures  from  which  the 
happieft  confequences  were  to  be 
wifhed  for  and  expedfed. 

Lord  North,  having  diverted 
himfelf  with  the  different  conflruc- 
tions  which  had  been  put  upon  the 
provifional  treaty,  in  confequence  of 
the  indiferetion  of  miniflers,  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  it  became  them 
to  be  fec'ret.  Great  difficulties  might 

O 

arife  from  their  communicating  the 
articles  of  the  treaty,  or  their  opinions 
of  it,  before  the  final  conclufion  of 
the  negociations.  If  the  houfe  of 
commons  fhould  difapprove  the  pro- 
viiional  treaty,  the  negociations  now 
depending  might  be  protradfed  to  a 
great  length,  or  fufpended  altogether. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  exprelfed 
their  approbation  of  it,  confequences 
no  lefs  ominous  and  fatal  might  en- 
fue.  The  miniflers  of  France,  from 
the  eafinefs  with  which  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  American  independence  was 
received,  might  alter  their  tone,  and 
rife  in  their  demands.  After  fome 
farther  debate  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Fox  was  loll;  the  numbers  being 
2 1 9  againfl  46. 

The  calamities  of  the  American 
war  being  flill  recent  in  the  minds 
of  men  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  party  pro¬ 
duced  by  it  flill  operating  with  vi¬ 
gour,  a  motion  of  a  lingular  kind 
was  now  made  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  Mr.  David  Hartley.  He  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the 
negociations  in  dependence  would 
be  broken  off,  and  that  the  American 
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$rar  would  again  be  renewed.  He  our  European  adverfarieg.  When 
was  on  this  account  folicitous  to  wefhould  crufh  the  navy  of  the  houfe 


bind  down  m 'milters  finally  to  aban¬ 
don  all  thoughts  of  it,  whatever 
might  be  the  iflue  of  the  prefent 
treaty.  He  therefore  moved,  1 4  that 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  hating  that  his  faithful 
commons  think  it  their  indifpenf- 
able  duty  not  only  to  return  their 
grateful  thanks  to  his  majefty  for 
having  adopted  the  lenfe  of  his  par¬ 
liament  and  people,  in  having  point¬ 
ed  all  his  views  and  meafures,  as^ 
well  in  Europe  as  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  an  entire  and  cordial  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  thole  colonies ;  but 
likewife  to  exprefs  to  his  majefty, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  refult  of 
the  general  negotiations  for  peace 
now  depending,  our  conciliatory 
fentiments  towards  America  remain 
unaltered,  as  prefented  incur  hum¬ 
ble  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on  that 
fubjeCt  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  therefore  that  this  houfe 
will  conlider  as  enemies  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  and  this  country  all  thole  who 
fliall  endeavour  to  fruftrate  fuch  be¬ 
neficial  difpofitions  of  his  majefty, 
by  adviftng,  or  by  any  means  at¬ 
tempting  the  farther  profecution  of 
war  on  the  continent  of  America.” 
It  was  contended  by  Mr.  fpcretary 
Townfhend,  that  the  refolutions 
which  were  the  ground  of  this  mo¬ 
tion  being  inferred  in  their  journals, 
and  having  a  full  force,  it  was  un- 
neceftary.  Sir  William  Dolben  pro¬ 
nounced  it  to  be  highly  improper  to 
admit  any  motion  which  ftioiild  give 
up  the  fovereignty  of  America  with¬ 
out  fecuring  a  lading  peace  in  re¬ 
turn  for  it.  He  profefled  himfelf  an 
enemy  to  a  continental  war  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  but  he  was  confident  that  Ame¬ 
rica  might  ftill  be  reduced  to  obe¬ 
dience,  We  ought  to  withdraw 
our  fleets  and  armies  from  that 
country,  and  to  turn  them  againft 


of  Bourbon,  it  would  happen  that 
America  would  apply  to  us  for  that 
protection  which  fhe  now  finds  from 
France.  If  it  was  true  that  a  peace 
concluded  at  this  period  would  not 
continue,  it  neceflarily  followed, 
that  we  ought  not  to  give  up  inde¬ 
pendence  to  America.  For  that 
would  be  to  give  what  was  a  perpe¬ 
tuity  for  an  advantage  that  was  pre¬ 
carious,  and  which  might  not  laft: 
for  ten  years.  It  likewife  appeared 
to  him  that  if  America  was  made  a 
fovereign  ftate,  our  Weft  India 
iflands  would  be  levered  from  us. 
While  A  merica  remained  to  us,  thefe 
iflands  were  bands  which  united  her 
with  the  mother  country;  but  up¬ 
on  the  grant  of  American  indepen¬ 
dency  they  would  be  confidered  as 
her  natural  and  proper  appendages. 
They  might  be  termed  the  fa  tel* 
lites  of  that  luminary  that  was  be- 
ginning  to  rife  above  our  horizon  ; 
and  if  they  were  torn  from  us  we 
fhould  be  without  confequence  in 
Europe.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Hart¬ 
ley  was  not  cordially  received  by 
the  commons;  and  upon  a  divifion 
it  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  51 
to  13. 

Amidft  more  important  concerns 
the  minifter  was  not  inattentive  to 
the  lefler  precautions  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  two  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  concurred  in  voting  their 
thanks  to  vice-admiral  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  for  the  important  fervices 
performed  by  the  fquadron  under 
his  command  in  the  Eaft  Indies  on 
the  17th  of  February  and  the  12th 
of  April  1782.  The  two  houfes 
alfo  joined  in  conferring  their  thanks 
on  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  the  great 
perfeverance  he  dilplayed  and  the 
indefatigable  pains  he  employed  to 
furrhount  the  difficulties  in  whick 
the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic  were  in¬ 
volved, 
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solved,  and  for  the  gallant  and  fpt- 
rited  exertions  he  had  made,  from 
the  period  of  his  placing  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  thb^  army  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  of  India. 

Dec.  23,  1782.  About  this  time 
too,  the  royal  affent  was  given  to  fe¬ 
ver  a  1  public  bills,  of  which  it  was  the 
ohjedt  to  facilitate  the  operations  of 
government.  Thefe  were,  1.  An 
&dt  for  granting  an  aid  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  by  a  land-tax,  to  be  raifed  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1783.  2.  An  aff  for  continu¬ 

ing  and  granting  to  his  majefty,  cer 
tain  duties  upon  malt*  mum,  cyder, 


and  perry,  for  the  fervice  of  the  faid 
year.  3.  An  a<ft  to  permit  the  im¬ 
portation  of  wheat,  wheat-flour, 
rye,  rye-flour,  barley,  and  all  forts 
of  corn,  grain,  and  meal,  upon 
payment  of  the  low  duties  therein 
mentioned  for  a  limited  time.  And, 
4.  an  ad  to  continue  an  ad,  made  in 
the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  intit- 
led,  44  An  ad  more  effedually  to 
prevent  his  majefty’s  enemies  from 
being  fupplied  with  fliips  or  veffels 
from  Great  Britain  ”  The  parlia¬ 
ment  was  now  adjourned  till  the 
2 1  ft  day  of  the  approaching  month 
of  January,  1783. 


CHAP.  ir. 

Preliminary  Ankles  tOith  France .  Preliminary  Articles  < with  Spain.  The 
Provijiyial  Articles  with  the  United  States  of  America .  Ncgociations 
with  Holland.  The  Publication  of  the  Treaties.  The  Examination  of 
them  in  Parliament .  Their  Fate  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 


THE  meeting  of  the  parliament 
was  expeded  with  the  great- 
eft  impatience  ;  and  the  concern  of 
the  public  with  regard  to  the  nego¬ 
tiations  for  a  peace  was  univerfal 
and  anxious.  At  length  lord  Gran¬ 
tham,  in  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 
acquainted  him  that  the  preliminary 
articles  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  were  figned  atYerfailles. 
At  the  fame  time  he  intimated,  that 
the  preliminaries  with  Holland  were 
not  adually  fubferibed  ;  but  that  a 
ceftation  of  hoftilities  with  that  re¬ 
public  was  agreed  upon.  Soon  after, 
his  lordfhip  fubinitted  to  the  houfe 
of  peers  the  treaties  with  France  and 
Spain,  and  the  proviftonal  articles 
concluded  upon  between  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  crown  and  thofe 
of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 


In  the  treaty  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France  it  was  agreed,  that 
peace  fliould  take  place  to  the  fulieft 
extent,  and  that  meafures  the  moll 
efficacious  fliould  immediately  be 
executed  for  putting  an  end  to  hof¬ 
tilities  of  every  kind.  Newfound¬ 
land  was  to  remain  with  England 
as  before  the  commencement  of  the 
war;  and,  to  prevent  difputes  about 
boundaries,  it  vyas  accorded  that  the 
French  ftfliery  ffiould  begin  from 
Cape  St.  John  on  the  eaftern  fide, 
and  going  round  by  the  north, 
fhould  have  for  its  boundary  Cape 
Ray  on  the  weftern  fide.  The  iftands 
of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  were 
ceded  in  full  right  to  France.  The 
French  were  to  continue  to  fifh  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence  conform- 
ablv  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Paris.  The  king  of  Great  Bri* 
tail?  was  to  reftore  to  France  the 
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i flarn d  of  St,  Lucia,  and  to  cede  and  Britain  renounced  every  claim  with 
guaranty  to  her  that  of  Tobago,  refpeCt  to  Dunkirk.  Commiffioners 
The  king  of  France  was  to  furrender  were  to  be  appointed  fefpeCtively  by 
to  Great  Britain  the  iflands  of  Gre-  the  two  nations  to  enquire  into  the 
nada  and  the  Grenadines,  St.  Vin-  Hate  of  their  commerce,  and  to  con¬ 


cent,  Dominica,  St.  Chriftopher  s, 
Nevis,  and  Montferrat.  The  river 
of  Senegal  and  its  dependencies, 
with  the  forts  of  St,  Louis,  Podor, 
Galam,  Arguin,  and  Portendic, 
were  to  be  given  to  France;  and 
the  ifland  of  Goree  was  to  be  reftored 
to  it.  Fort  James  and  the  river 
Gambia  were  guarantied  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty ;  and  the  gum  trade 
was  to  remain,  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion  as  before  the  commencement 
©fhoflilities.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  was  to  reftore  to  his  rnoft 
ChrifHan  majefty  all  the  eftabiifh- 
raents  which  belonged  to  him  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  on  the  coaft 
of  Orixa  and  in  Bengal,  with  the  li¬ 
berty  to  furround  Chandernagor 
with  a  ditch  Tor  draining  the  wa¬ 
ters  ;  and  became  engaged  to  fecure 
to  the  fubjeCtsof  France  in  that  part 
ot  India,  and  on  thecoafts  of  Orixa, 
Coromandel,  and  Malabar,  a  fafe, 
free,  and  independent  trade,  either 
as  private  traders,  or  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  a  company.  Pondicherry, 
as  well  as  Karical,  was  to  be  render¬ 
ed  back  to  France  ;  and  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty  was  to  give  as  a  depend¬ 
ency  round  Pondicherry,  the  two 
diftri&s  of  Valanour  and  Bahour  ; 
and  as  a  dependency  round  Karical, 
the  four  contiguous  Magans..  The 
French  were  again  to  enter  into  the 
pofTeffion  of  Mahe,  and  of  the 
Comptoir  at  Surat.  The  allies  of 
i  France  and  Great  Britain  were  to  be 
invited  to  accede  to  the  prelent  pa- 
;  eification ;  and  the  term  of  four 
months  was  to  be  allowed  them,  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  their  deci- 
iion.  In  the  event  of  their  averfton 
from  peace  no  aftiftance  on  either 
£de  was  to  be  given  to  them.  Great 


cert  new  arrangements  of  trade  on 
the  footing  of  reciprocity  and  mu¬ 
tual  convenience.  All  conquefts on 
either  fide,  in  any  part  of  the  world 
whatfoever,  not  mentioned  nor  al¬ 
luded  to  in  theprefent  treaty,  were 
to  be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and 
without  requiring  compenfation.  It 
being  neceffary  that  there  fnould  be 
a  fixed  epoch  for  the  reftitutions  and 
furrenders  to  be  made  by  the  con- 
trading  parties,  it  was  determined 
that  the  kin^  of  Great  Britain 
fhould  order  the  evacuation  of  the 
iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
three  months  after  the  ratification 
of  the  preliminary  treaty ;  and  that, 
if  poffible,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  fame  period  he  fhould  reliaquiih 
all  connection  with  St.  Lucia  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  Goree  in  Africa. 
It  was  ftipulated  in  like  manner, 
that  his  Britannic  majefty  fhould,  at 
the  end  of  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  or  fooner, 
enter  into  the  pofTeffion  of  the  iflands 
of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  St* 
Vincent,  Dominica,  St.  Chrifto- 
phers,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat. 
France  was  to  be  put  into  pofTeffion 
of  the  towns  and  comptoirs  which, 
were  to  be  reftored  to  her  in  the  Eaft: 
Indies,  and  of  the  territories  which 
were  to  ferve  as  dependencies  round 
Pondicherry  and  round  Karical  fix 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty  ;  and  at  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  fame  term  fhe  was  to 
reftore  the  towns  and  diftri&s  which 
her  arms  might  have  taken  from  the 
Englifh  or  their  allies  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe.  The  prifoners  upon 
each  fide,  were  reciprocally  to  be 
furrendered,  and  without  ranfom, 
upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  ; 
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and  on  paying  the  debts  they  might 
have  contracted  during  their  capti¬ 
vity.  Each  crown  was  refpedtively 
to  reimburfe  the  fums  which  had 
been  advanced  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  prifoners  by  the  country 
where  they  had  been  detained,  ac¬ 
cording  to  attefled  and  authentic 
vouchers.  With  a  view  to  prevent 
every  difpute  and  complaint  on  ac¬ 
count  of  prizes  which  might  be 
made  at  fea  after  the  flgning  of  the 
preliminary  articles,  it  was  mutual¬ 
ly  fettled  and  under ftood  that  the 
veffels  and  effeds  which  might  be 
taken  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the 
North  Seas,  after  the  l'pace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  preli¬ 
minary  articles,  were  to  be  reltored 
upon  each  fide ;  that  the  term 
fhould  be  one  month  from  the  Chan¬ 
nel  and  the  North  Seas,  as  far  as 
the  Canary  iflands  inclulively,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  Ocean  or  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ;  two  months  from  the  Ca¬ 
nary  iflands  as  far  as  the  equinoc¬ 
tial  line  or  equator  ;  and  lailly,  five 
months  without  exception  in  all 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

Thefe  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  were  concluded  at  Verfailles, 
j  between  Mr  Alleyne 

jan.  20.  EJtzherbert,  n unifier  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  on  the  part  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majedy,  and  Charles  Gravier, 
comte  de  Vergennes,  the  mi nifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  on  the  part  of  the  king 
of  France.  At  the  fame  time  the  pre¬ 
liminary  articles  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  were  alfo 
concluded  at  Verfailles,  between 
Mr.  Fitzherbert  and  the  comte  D’ 
Aranda,  the  minifter  plenipotentiary 
for  the  Spanifh  monarch.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  lincere  friendfhip 
fhould  be  re-eftablifhed  between  his 
Britannic  majefty  and  his  catholic 
majefty,  their  kingdoms,  flates,and 
fubjeds  by  fea  and  land  in  all  parts 


of  the  world.  His  catliblic  ftlst- 
jelly  was  to  keep  the  ifland  of  Mi¬ 
norca  i  and  was  to  retain  Well  Flo¬ 
rida.  Eall  Florida  was  to  be  ceded 
to  him  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain.  Eighteen  months  from 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty  were  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  who  had  fettled  in  the  ifland 
of  Minorca  and  in  the  two  Flo¬ 
rida?,,  to  fell  their  eflates,  to  recover 
their  debts,  and  to  tranfport  their 
perl'ons  and  efteds,  without  being 
reflrained  upon  account  of  their  re¬ 
ligion,  or  on  any  other  pretence 
whatfoever,  except  that  of  debts* 
and  profecutions  for  crimes.  Iiis 
Britannic  majefty  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  have  the  power  to  caufe  all 
the  effeds  that  might  belong  to  him 
m  Eaft  Florida,  whether  artillery 
or  others,  to  be  carried  away.  The 
liberty  of  cutting  logwood  in  a  dif- 
trid,  of  which  the  boundaries  were 
to  be  afcertained,  without  molefta- 
tion  or  diflurbance  of  any  kind 
whatfoever,  was  permitted  to  Great 
Britain.  The  king  of  Spain  was 
to  reflore  the  iflands  of  Providence* 
and  the  Bahamas,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
were  when  they  were  conquered  by 
his  arms.  All  other  conquefts  of 
territories  and  countries  upon  either 
fide,  not  included  in  the  prefent  ar¬ 
ticles,  were  to  be  mutually  reftored 
without  difficulty  or  compenfation. 
The  epoch  for  the  reflitutions  to  be 
made,  and  for  the  evacuations  to 
take  place,  the  regulations  for  the 
releafe  of  prifoners,  and  for  the  cef- 
fation  of  captures  wefe  exactly  the 
fame  as  thofe  which  have  already 
been  related,  as  ftipulated  in  the 
preliminary  articles  with  France. 

It  is  now  proper  to  re-  ■. 

count  the  provmonai  ar-  0  / 
tides  which  had  been  l? 
framed  and  adjufted  at  Paris,  between 

Richard 
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Richard  Ofwald,  efq.  the  comm'ffion- 
er  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  John 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John 
Jay,  and  Henry  Laurence,  thecom- 
milhoners  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  Upon  the  tenet  that  re¬ 
ciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  con¬ 
venience  are  found  by  experience  to 
form  the  only  permanent  foundation 
of  peace  and  friendfhip  between 
ilates,  it  was  agreed  to  build  the 
articles  of  the  propofed  treaty  on 
fuch  principles  of  liberal  equity  and 
reciprocity,  as  that  partial  advan¬ 
tages  (thofe  feeds  of  difcord)  being 
excluded,  fuch  a  beneficial  and  fa- 
tisfadtory  intercourfe  between  the 
two  countries  might  be  eftablifhecl, 
as  to  promifeand  fecure  to  both  per¬ 
petual  peace  and  harmony.  His 
Britannic  majefty  acknowleged  the 
United  States,  viz.  New  Hamp- 
Ihire,  Maflachufets  Bay,  Rhode 
Illand  and  Providence  Plantations, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
fey,  pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to 
be  free,  fovereign,  and  indepen¬ 
dent  ilates.  Fie  confented  to  treat 
with  them  in  this  capacity ;  and  for 
himfeif,  his  heirs,  and  his  fuc- 
celfors,  he  relinquifhed  all  claims 
to  the  government  of  them,  to  their 
propriety,  and  territorial  rights. 
That  no  difputes  might  arife  in  fu¬ 
ture  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  boundaries 
of  thefe  United  States,  it  was  de¬ 
clared  that  they  fliould  be  64  From 
the  north-well  angle  of  Nova 
:  Scotia,  that  angle  which  is  formed 
by  a  line  drawn  due  north,  irom  the 
fource  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  high- 
|  lands,  along  the  faid  highlands, 
i  which  divide  thofe  rivers  that  empty 
themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
<  rence,  from  thofe  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north 
i  weftern-moft  head  of  Connedlicut 
ji  river ;  thence  down  along  the  midv 


die  of  that  river  to  the  forty -fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude ;  from 
thence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  that  la¬ 
titude  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iro¬ 
quois  or  Cateraquy  ;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  the  faid  river  into 
lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle 
of  that  lake,  until  it  ftrikes  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  faid  lake, 
and  lake  Erie  ;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  that  communication  into 
lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of 
the  faid  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the 
water  communication  between  that 
lake  and  lake  Huron;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  the  faid  water-commu¬ 
nication  to  the  lake  Huron  ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  the  faid  lake 
to  the  water-communication  between 
that  lake  and  lake  Superior  ;  thence 
through  lake  Superior  northward  of 
the  ifles  Royal  and  Phjlipeaux,  to  the 
Long  Lake  ;  thence  through  the 
middle  of  the  laid  Long  Lake,  and 
the  water-communication  between  it 
and  the  lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the 
faid  lake  of  the  Woods;  thence 
through  the  faid  lake  to  the  mol 
north -weftern  point  thereof,  and 
from  thence  on  a  due  weft  courfe  to 
the  river  Miliillippi ;  thence  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  faid  river  Miffilfippi,  until  it 
fliall  interfedl  the  northernmoft  part 
of  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  north  la¬ 
titude  :  fouth,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
due  eaft  from  the  determination  of 
the  line  laft  mentioned,  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of 
the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the 
river  Apalachicola,  or  Catahouche  ; 
thence  along  the  middle  thereof,  to 
its  jundtion  with  the  Flint  River  ; 
thence  llrait  to  the  head  of  St. 
Mary’s  River,  and  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary’s 
River  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  eaft, 
by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its 
mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  its 
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fource ;  and  from  its  fource  diredlly 
north  to  the  faid  highlands,  which 
divide  the  rivers  that  fall  inro  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  from  thofe  which 
fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ; 
comprehending  all  iflands  within 
twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 
fliores  of  the  United  States,  and  ly¬ 
ing  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due 
eaft  from  the  points  where  the  faid 
?  boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia, 
on  the  one  parr,  and  Eaft  Florida 
on  the  other,  fhall  refpe&ively  touch 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  x4tlantic 
Ocean ;  excepting  ftich  iflands  as 
oow  are,  or  heretofore  have  been 
within  the  limits  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
vince  of  Nova  Scotia.5' 

It  was  ftipulated  that  thepeople  of 
the  United  States  fhould  continue  to 
enjoy  without  moleftation,  the  right 
to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on  the 
Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the  other 
banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  and  that 
they  fhould  likewife  exercife  and 
continue  the  fame  privilege  in  the 
gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  every 
other  place  in  the  fea,  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  ufed  heretofore  to  fifh. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  were  likewife  to  have  the  li¬ 
berty  to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on 
fuch  part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  as  Britifh  feamen  fhall  refort 
to  ;  but  not  to  cure  or  dry  them  on 
that  ifland.  They  were  alfo  to  pof- 
fefs  the  privilege  of  fifhing  on  the 
coafts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all  the 
other  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
majefty  in  America  ;  and  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fifhermen  were  permitted  to 
cure  and  dry  fifh  in  any  of  the  nn- 
fettled  bays,  harbours,  and  creeks 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  Iflands, 
and  Labrador.  But  it  was  agreed, 
that  after  fuch  places  lliould  be  fet¬ 
tled,  this  right  could  not  be  legally 
put  in  pradtice  without  the  confent 
of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors 
of  the  ground.  It  was  accorded, 


that  creditors  upon  either  fide  fhould 
meet  with  no  impediment  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  their  claims.  It  was 
con  trailed  that  the  congrefs  fhould 
earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  legis¬ 
latures  of  the  refpe&ive  Fates,  to 
provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  ef- 
tates  and  properties  which  had  been 
confifcated,  belonging  to  real  Bri¬ 
tifh  fubjedts,  and  of  the  eftates  and 
properties  of  perfons  relident  in  dif- 
tridts  in  the  pofieffion  of  his  majefty  5s 
arms,  and  who  had  not  borne  arms 
againft  the  United  States.  It  was 
refolved,  that  perfons  of  any  other 
defeription  fhould  have  free  liberty 
to  go  to  any  part  whatfoever,  of  any 
of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and 
remain  in  it  for  twelve  months  un- 
molefted  in  their  endeavours  to  re¬ 
cover  fuch  of  their  eftates,  rights, 
and  properties  as  may  not  have  been 
confifcated  ;  and  it  was  concerted 
that  the  congrefs  fhould  earncftly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  feveral  ftates  a  re- 
vifion  of  all  adfs  or  laws  regarding 
the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render  them 
perfedfly  confiftent,  not  only  with 
juftice  and  equity,  but  with  that 
fpirit  of  conciliation,  which,  on 
the  return  of  the  bleffings  of  peace, 
fhould  univerfally  prevail.  It  was 
underftood,  that  no  future  confifca® 
tions  fhould  be  made,  nor  profecu- 
tions  commenced  againft  any  perfon* 
or  body  of  men,  on  account  of  the 
part  which  he  or  they  had  taken  in 
the  prefent  war  ;  and  that  thofe  who 
may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  a 
charge,  at  the  time  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty  in  America,  fhould 
be  immediately  fet  at  liberty.  It 
was  concluded  that  there  fhould  be 
a  firm  and  perpetual  peace,  between, 
his  Britannic  majefty  and  the  United 
States ;  that  all  hoftilities  by  fea 
and  land  fhould  immediately  ceafe  ; 
and  that  prifoners  on  both  tides 
fhould  be  fet  at  liberty.  It  was  de¬ 
termined  that  his  Britannic  majefty 

fhould 


FOREIGN  HISTORY, 


fliould  expeditioufly  and  without 
committing  deftruftion  of  any  fort, 
withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrifons, 
and  fleets,  from  every  port,  place, 
and  harbour  of  the  United  States. 
The  navigation  of  the  river  Mifli- 
flippi  from  its  fource  to  the  ocean, 
was  to  remain  for  ever  free  and  open 
to  the  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
In  fine,  it  was  agreed  in  the  event, 
that  if  any  place  or  territory  belong¬ 
ing  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the 
United  States,  fliould  be  conquered 
by  the  arms  of  either  before  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  provincial  articles  in 
America,  it  fliould  be  reflored  with¬ 
out  compenfation  or  difficulty. 

It  was  not  with  equal  fuccefs 
that  the  negociations  for  peace  were 
carried  on  with  Holland.  In  a  me¬ 
morial  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  prefent- 
ed  to  him  at  Paris,  by  the  plenipo- 
tentaries  of  the  States -General,  in¬ 
timations  of  advantages  were  made 
which  could  not  be  granted.  In  con- 
fequence  of  inltrudtions  from  his 
Britannic  majefty,  he  replied  with  a 
becoming  fpirit  to  their  requifitions. 
He  informed  them,  that  as  the  re¬ 
public  difcovered  little  inclination  to 
renew  thofe  ties  in  which  former 
times  had  bound  them  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  it  was  proper  that  they  fliould 
condudt  themfelves  in  all  commercial 
affairs,  which  might  take  place  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  them,  pure¬ 
ly  and  Amply  by  thegeneral  principles 
of  the  rights  of  mankind  and  to  this 
declaration  he  added,  that-  as  foon 
as  the  nations  engaged  in  the  pre- 
fient  war,  fliould  begin  to  form  thofe 
commercial  arrangements,  which 
the  new  engagements  that  (hall  fub- 
fift  between  them,  will  render  necef- 
fary,  his  Britannic  majefty  would  be 
ready  to  contradt  with  them  fiuch 
commercial  treaties  as  may  corref- 
pond  with  the  fituatkm  of  the  two 
1783. 
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flates,  and  with  their  refpedlive  In- 
terefls.  They  were  allured  that  the 
king  ol  Great  Britain  was  willing, 
from  his  moderation,  to  reftore  to 
their  high  mightineffes,  all  the  pof» 
feifions  which  had  been  taken  from 
them  by  his  arms,  excepting  Trin- 
comale,  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
with  its  dependencies.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  an  indemnification  of  the 
Ioffes  which  the  United  Provinces 
had  experienced  during  the  war, 
they  were  told  that  this  pretenfion 
could  not  be  admitted,  as  being 
equally  repugnant  to  reafon  and 
equity.  But  they  were  admonilhed 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  king  of 
GreatBritain  confented,  without  any 
reludhmce,  that  the  divifion  of 
prizes  taken  by  his  fubjedts  previ* 
oufly  to  the  rupture,  fliould  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  courts  of  juftice  of  the 
Britifh  admiralty,  agreeably  to  the 
eftabliflied  rules  of  nations. 

To  thefe  propofitions,  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  of  theftates-general,  ex- 
prefled  their  diflike.  They  did  not 
underhand  what  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don  meant  by  u  The  general  princi¬ 
ples  ©f  the  rights  of  mankind.”  If 
by  this  expreffion  thofe  principles 
were  fignifled  which  are  drawn  from 
the  primitive  rights  of  nations, 
which  render  the  navigation  and 
conveyance  of  all  kinds  of  merchan¬ 
dize  without  diflindtion  entirely  free, 
without  any  obftrudtion  whatever, 
excepting  warlike  ffores,  they  were 
pcrfuaded  that  their  high  mighti- 
neilefs,  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
admitting  it,  as  the  bails  of  a  ne- 
gociation  ;  and  they  exprefled  them- 
lelves  to  be  ready  to  engage  in 
founding  on  this  the  definitive  treaty 
of  a  peace,  or  a  treaty  of  private 
commerce,  as  foon  . as  the  nations  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  prefent  war  fliould 
determine  to  enter  into  com¬ 
mercial  arrangements*  They  could 
B  not 
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not  reconcile  the  detention  of  Trin- 
comale,  with  what  was  termed  the 
moderation  of  his  Britannic  majef- 
ty  ;  and  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
their  high  mightineffes  would  not 
lubmit  to  authorize  an  article  of 
that  kind.  As  to  an  indemnifica¬ 
tion  of  Ioffes,  they  avoided  finally 
to  enter  up°n  it  till  it  fliould  appear 
•that  the  cod  ft  ot  London  was  dif- 
pofed  to  approach  to  equitable  heads 
of  accommodation  and  alliance. 

Soon  after  the  preliminary  trea¬ 
ties  with  France  and  Spain,  and  the 
provifional  articles  with  America, 
were  preferred  by  lord  Grantham 
to  the  houfe  of  lords,  they  were 
fubmkted  to  the  commons  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Townfhend.  Being  or¬ 
dered  by  both  ho  tiles  to  be  printed, 
they  were  immediately  founded  over 
the  kingdom.  Different  femiments, 
as  it  was  natural  to  expecfty  were  en¬ 
tertained  of  them ;  and  prefages  were 
formed  of  the  liability  or  danger  of 
the  minifter,  as  they  ftruck  the  ob- 
ierver  with  the  fentiment  of  appro¬ 
bation  or  demerit.  But  before  their 
ratification  it  was  not  proper  that 
they  fliould  be  formally  debated  in 
parliament.  At  length  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaties  with  France  and  Spain  had 
taken  place.  In  this  forward  hate 
of  the  negociations,  motions  were 
made  in  both  houfes  to  take  them 
into  confederation  ;  and  to  examine 
at  the  fame  time  into  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States  of  America. 
v  ,  When  the  preliminary 

e  *  !  articles  of  peace  were  read 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  lord  Pembroke 
exprefled  a  hope  that  they  would 
merit  the  approbation  of  their  lord- 
fhips ;  and  delivered  it  as  his  opb 
nion,  that  a  general  pacification 
wculd  relieve  the  nation  from  an 
intolerable  load  of  taxes,  revive 
and  extend  our  commerce,  reftore 
the  mutuality  of  affedfcion  between 


Great  Britain  and  America,  and  ef* 
tablifh  tranquillity  in  Europe.  He 
therefore  moved,  f 4  that  an  humble 
addrefs  fliould  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty,  to  return  him  thanks  for 
his  condefcenfeon  in  laying  before 
them  the  preliminary  articles  of  the 
different  treaties ;  and  to  allure  him 
that  they  have  coniidered  them  with 
that  attention  which  they  deferve. 
To  exprefs  to  him  in  the  mold  grate¬ 
ful  manner  their  fads  faction  for  his 
having,  in  confequence  of  the 
powers  entrufeed  to  him,  laid  the 
foundation,  by  the  provifional  ar¬ 
ticles  with  the  States  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  for  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
they  trailed  would  enfure  perfect 
reconciliation  and  friendfhip  between 
the  two  countries.  That  in  this 
confidence  they  prefumed  to  con¬ 
vey  to  his  majefty  their  juft  expec¬ 
tation  that  the  feveral  fiates  of  Ame¬ 
rica  would  carry  into  effectual  and 
fatisfaddory  execution,  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  the  congrefs  is  fo  fo- 
lemniy  bound  by  the  treaty  to  re¬ 
commend  in  favour  of  fuch  perfons 
as  have  fuffered  for  the  part  they 
have  taken  in  the  war,  and  that  they 
confider  thefe  cireumftances  as  the 
fureid  indication  of  a  returning 
friendfliio :  and  to  acknowledge  to 
his  majefty  their  due  fenfe  of  that 
wife  and  paternal  regard  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fubjedts,  which  indue 
ed  him  to  relieve  them  from  s 
burdenfome  and  expenfive  war,  by 
the  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
concluded  between  his  majefly  and 
the  mofdchriflian  and  catholic  kings. 
To  afidire  his  majefty  that  they 
fliould  encourage  and  promote  every 
exertion  of  his  fubjedts  in  Grea  '  a  - 
tain  and  Ireland  in  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  thofe  refources 
which  might  tend  to  the  certain 
augmentation  of  our  public  ftrength, 
and  that  with  thefe  views  they  fliould 
mold  diligently  turn  their  attention  to 

the 
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tllfe  reviiion  oi  all  our  commercial 
laws,  and  endeavour  to  frame  them 
Upon  fuch  liberal  principles  as  may 
bell;  extend  our  trade  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  and  proportionably  increafe 
his  majefty’s  naval  power,  which 
can  alone  infure  the  profperity  of 
his  kingdoms.” 

This  motion  was  Seconded  and  re¬ 
commended  by  the  marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen.  It  met,  however,  with 
a  very  powerful  oppoiition.  The 
earl  of  Carl  i  fie  reprobated  the  ne¬ 
gotiations  for  peace  as  injurious  in 
the  higheft  degree  to  the  interefts 
and  dignity  of  the  nation*  He  dis¬ 
puted  not  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  to  make  peace  or  war ;  but 
he  contended  that  our  condition  re¬ 
quired  and  commanded  articles  more 
beneficial  and  honourable.  The  ex- 
hau fted  finances  of  France,  the  dif- 
Jappointment  of  Spain  in  her  mighty 
attempts  againft  Gibraltar,  and ’the 
Severe  Ioffes  which  had  been  fuftain- 
ed  by  Holland  were  confiderations 
infinitely  in  our  favour ;  and  though 
our  debts  were  great,  the  people 
were  generous.  Peace  might  in¬ 
deed  be  an  objed  to  be  defired  ;  but 
it  ought  to  have  been  purfued  with 
dignity,  and  obtained  with  honour. 

He  considered  the  treatment  of 
the  loyalifis  as  a  moft  wanton  and 
unpardonable  oppreffion.  Here  the 
want  of  policy  and  the  contempt  of 
humanity  were  joined  together.  To 
Sacrifice  men  who  had  encountered 
the  greateft  hazards  to  preferve  their 
loyalty  to  Great  Britain  was  a  dif- 
grace  not  lefs  flagrant  than  pufillani- 
mous.  (t  was  an  encouragement  to 
defert  loyalty  and  the  crown  in  the 
day  of  temptation  and  danger;  and 
it  was  to  Softer  the  Spirit  of  mutiny 
and  revolt.  Nor  was  this  all.  The 
minifters  of  his  majefty  had*  through 
an  extreme  inaccuracy  or  an  egre¬ 
gious  ignorance,  drawn  fuch  a  line 

boundary  between  America  and 
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Great  Britain,  as  delivered  Canadi 
and  Nova  Scotia  fettered  into  the 
hands  of  the  congrefs.  The  forrs| 
the  pafleSj  the  fitted:  places  for  the 
fur  trade;  all  that  was  valuable,  was 
Surrendered  to  our  enemies.  Our 
Conceffions  were  made  with  fo  hced- 
lefs  a  prodigality,  that  even  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mifliffippi,  fo  af¬ 
fected  ly  granted  to  us,  was  render¬ 
ed  ufelefs  and  abortive.  Our  Indian 
allies,  too,  who  placed  a  confidence 
m  us.  and  who  had  been  taught  to 
account  Great  Britain  as  the  great- 
eft  kingdom  in  the  world,  were  left 
to  their  fate;  and  our  national  faith, 
was  meanly  expofed,  not  merely  to 
fufpiciofts,  but  to  the  moft  open 
and  certain  reproach.  The  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  miniftry  were  fo  ab® 
Surd,  fo  impolitic,  So  unjuft,  and 
fo  cruel,  that  no  apology  could  be 
made  for  them  ;  and  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  look  back  into  our  annals  for 
an  exam}.,  e  for  Such  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  folly  and  wickednefs.  His 
lordfhip,  oi  confequence,  moved  an. 
amendment ;  and  the  motion  with 
that  amendment  was  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purpofe ;  “  to  return  thanks  to 
his  majefty  for  the  communication 
of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace* 
and  for  having  put  a  flop  to  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war,  by  a  peace,  which 
being  concluded,  we  mull  confider 
as  binding,  and  not  to  be  infringed 
without  a  violation  of  the  national 
faith.  To  a ffli re  his  majefty  that 
we  feel  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the 
obligation  of  affording  every  relief 
that  can  alleviate  the  diftreffes  of 
thofe  deferving  fubjeds,  who  have 
expofed  themfelves  and  fortunes  fob 
the  Support  of  Great  Britain;  and, 
at  the  lame  time,  that  we  cannot 
help  lamenting  the  neeefiity  which 
bids  us  fubferibe  to  articles,  which, 
confidering  the  relative  Situation  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  we  mu.ft  re* 
gard  as  inadequate  to  our  juft  ex- 
3  %  pedations* 
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peCfations,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.” 

Lord  Walfingham,  after  approv¬ 
ing  of  the  fentiments  of  the  earl  of 
Carlifle,  queftioned  the  right  of  the 
crown  to  difmember  the  empire 
without  the  confent  of  parliament : 
and  lord  Sackville,  while  he  de¬ 
plored  the  fituation  of  the  loyalifts, 
and  teftified  his  indignation  again  ft 
the  weabnefs  of  that  policy  which 
had  abandoned  them,  intimated  his 
©pinion,  that  as  the  congrefs  pof- 
fefled  no  legiflative  authority,  their 
recommendations  of  them,  though 
fmcere,  might  prove  ineffectual.  In 
confirmation  of  this  opinion,  he  ex¬ 
hibited  an  authentic  paper  which  he 
had  received  from  Philadelphia, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Virginia  had  come  to  the 
following  refolutions.  44  That  the 
laws  of  this  ftate  confifcating  pro¬ 
perty  held  under  the  laws  of  the  for¬ 
mer  government  (which  had  been 
diffolved  and  made  void)  by  thofe 
who  have  never  been  admitted  into 
the  prefent  focial  compaCt,  being 
founded  on  legal  principles,  were 
ftrongly  dictated  by  that  principle  of 
common  juflice  which  demands, 
that  if  vfotuous  citizens,  in  defence 
of  their  natural  and  conftitutiona! 
rights,  rifk  their  life,  liberty,  and 
property  on  their  fuccefs,  the  re¬ 
bellious  citizens  who  fide  with  ty¬ 
ranny  and  oppreffion,  or  who  cloak 
themfelves  under  the  mafk  of  neu¬ 
trality,  flic  aid  at  leaft  hazard  their 
property,  and  not  enjoy  the  benefits 
procured  by  the  labours  and  dan¬ 
gers  of  thofe  whofe  deftruCfion  they 
wifhed.  That  all  demands  and  re- 
quefts  of  the  Britifh  court,  for  the 
reftitution  of  property  confifcated  by 
this  ftate,  befog  neither  fupported 
by  law,  equity,  or  policy,  are  whol¬ 
ly  inadmifli.ble  ;  and  that  our  dele¬ 
gates  be  inftrufted  to  move  congrefs, 
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that  they  may  direCf  their  deputies, 
who  (hall  reprefent  the  ftates  in  the 
general  congrefs  foradjufting  a  peace 
or  truce,  neither  to  agree  to  any  fuch 
reftitution,  or  fubmit  that  the  laws 
made  by  any  independent  ftate  of 
this  union,  be  fubjeded  to  the  ad¬ 
judication  of  any  power  or  powers 
on  earth.” 

Lord  Stormont  fpoke  for  the  a-- 
mendment.  After  diverting  him- 
felf  with  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Oi- 
wald  as  a  negociator,  he  contrafted 
the  treatment  of  the  loyalifts  with 
the  very  different  conduCf  which 
Spain  had  adopted  in  a  fimilar  fitu- 
ation.  Great  Britain  ignominioufly 
made  a  facrifice  of  the  moft  faithful 
of  her  ions.  But  Spain,  grateful 
as  well  as  juft,  protected  the  loyalifts 
in  the  Netherlands  during  the  reign 
of  Philip  III.  By  the  truce  of 
Antwerp,  and  the  peace  of  Munf- 
ter,  the  moft  ample  protection  was 
given  to  their  effeCts  and  eftates ; 
and  a  general  aft  of  indemnity  was 
paired,  without  exception  of  place 
or  perfon.  This  bafe  dereliction  of 
the  loyalifts  by  the  minifters  of  Great 
Britain  was  unexampled  in  the  re¬ 
cords  of  hiftory ;  and  there  was  alfo 
an  inexprefiible  meannefs  in  the  de- 
fertion  of  our  Indian  allies,  with 
whom  we  had  been  long  connected, 
on  whom  we  had  beftowed  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  children  of  the 1 
king,  and  with  whom  we  had  fo«  1 
lemnly  engaged  to  preferve  an  en¬ 
tire  and  cordial  friendfliip  as  long  as 
the  woods,  and  the  mountains,  and 
the  rivers  fhould  remain.  Upon  i 
Mr.  Ofwald  he  conferred  the  title 
of  a  very  extraordinary  geographer 
and  politician ;  and  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  by  the  boundary  line  a- 
greed  upon  by  this  ftatefman  and 
the  American  commiflioners,  every 
idea  of  reciprocity  had  been  facri- 
ficed,  and  that  the  advantage  of 
America  was  alone  confulted.  He 
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exclaimed  againft  the  conceffions  on 
Newfoundland,  and  animadverted 
on  the  ceded  iflands  of  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon,  and  on  the  furren- 
der  of  whatever  was  moil  important 
in  Canada.  He  regretted  the  lofs 
of  the  Floridas ;  and  he  proteiled 
that  St.  Lucia  was  of  fuch  military 
confequence,  that  with  that  in  our 
hands  we  might  have  Hood  upon  the 
uti  poffidetis  in  the  Wed  Indies. 
He  cenfnred  fevereiy  the  ceffions  on 
the  coafl  of  Africa ;  he  enlarged  on 
the  wild  impolicy  of  the  prodigality 
of  that  favour  which  had  been 
drown  to  France  with  regard  to  the 
Eafl  Indies ;  and  finally,  he  in¬ 
veighed  againft  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
articles  which  had  fo  long  fub lifted 
on  the  fubject  of  Dunkirk,  He  con- 
ftdered  that  harbour  as  of  the  high- 
eft  importance  to  France.  It  could 
contain  twenty  or  thirty  fliips  of  a 
formidable  ft?-e  ;  which  in  the  event 
of  a  future  war,  might  annoy  our 
trade  in  its  centre,  and  counterba¬ 
lance  all  the  advantage  of  our  local 
fituatien  for  commerce.  By  per¬ 
mitting  the  French  to  repair  Dun¬ 
kirk,  the  miniftry,  he  obferved, 
made  the  king  to  fay,  u  To  ftiew 
my  good  brother  of  France,  how 
earneftly  I  defire  his  friendfhip,  I 
will  give  him  up  Dunkirk  for  the 
eonveniency  of  making  war  upon 
my  loving  lubjedls.” 

The  earl  of  Shelburne  defended 
himfelfand  hjs  colleagues  with  great 
ability.  He  hinted  at  the  hardihood 
which  he  had  fhown  in  entering  up¬ 
on  public  affairs  at  a  moft  critical 
period  :  and  he  fpoke  of  the  gene¬ 
rous  enterprise  of  his  affociates  in 
the  adminiftration.  He  declared 
that  peace  was  the  objedt  for  which 
the  nation  at  large  had  difeovered 
the  moft  unequivocal  defire ;  and 
that  in  conducting  it  men  profound¬ 
ly  Ikilled  in  trade  and  all  that  related 
lo  It  had  been  anxioufly  confuted* 


The  end  he  had  in  view  was  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  country,  and  he  was 
certain  that  he  had  attained  it.  There 
was  no  occafion  for  adminiftration 
to  aflame  a  falfe  brow  of  bravery. 
It  was  eafy  to  overthrow  unfounded 
aflertions,  and  {peculations  which 
were  built  in  the  air.  Much  cen» 
lure  had  been  thrown  upon  mini  ft  ry 
for  the  boundary  they  have  drawn 
between  the  territories  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  thofe  of  our  fovereign 
in  Canada.  Yet  in  this  they  had 
been  directed  by  views  which  could 
not  be  oppofed  without  the  moft 
manifeft  abfurdity.  The  exports  of 
this  country  to  Canada  were  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds* 
and  the  imports  were  not  more  than 
fifty  thoufand  pounds.  Now  it 
ought  not  to  be  contended  that  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  objedl  to  induce  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  a  war,  of  which  the  people 
of  England,  by  their  reprefentatives, 
had  declared  the  molt  poiitive  ab¬ 
horrence.  But  in  faCt,  the  trade  to 
Canada  was  not  given  up  :  it  was 
only  divided  ;  and  in  fuch  a  way,  as 
to  prove  beneficial  to  Great  Britain. 
Monopolies  are  at  all  times  odious, 
and  whatever  can  conduce  to  rival- 
(hip,  advances  the  fpirit  of  traffic. 
It  was  a.Ho  dbfervable,  that  the  beft 
refources  of  trade  in  Canada  lie  to 
the  northward.  For  though  bea¬ 
vers  are  to  be  found  in  all  thofe 
countries  of  North  America  which 
are  fttuated  between  the  thirtieth 
and  the  ftxtieth  degrees  of  latitude, 
yet  their  clothing  is  much  thicker, 
and  the  animals  themfelves  more  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  northern  than  in  the 
fouthern  climes. 

The  retention  of  the  forts  which 
lie  on  the  fouth  of  the  B'ritifh  boun¬ 
dary,  his  lordfnip  remarked,  would 
have  been  a  violation  of  the  right 
principles  of  prudence  and  policy* 
For  to  haye  preferved  them  as 
B  3  places 
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places  of  ftrength  again  ft  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  would  have  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  new  ruptures.  Nor  would 
this  meafure  have  been  adequate  to 
its  objedl.  For  it  was  not  poffible 
that  thefe  forts  could  have  been  de¬ 
fended  againft  the  power  of  Ame¬ 
rica;  andtheexpencesof  maintaining 
the  garrifons  would  have  been  enor¬ 
mous.  The  dereliction  ofFenobfcot 
might  indeed  be  hated  as  a  lofs  to 
G  reat  Britain,  as  depriving  it  of  a 
territory  of  fuperlative  advantage  in 
fupplying  mails  for  the  navy.  But 
this  objection  could  not  be  urged 
with  any  degree  of  propriety.  For 
that  country  was  altogether  ex- 
haufted  qf  timber  ;  infoniuch  that 
there  was  not  a  tree  left  in  it  which 
could  be  employed  as  a  mall  of  any 
conliderable  fize.  Nor  was  Great 
Britain  in  want  of  plentiful  refources 
to  fupply  mails  for  her  navy. 

The  neceffity  vybich  there  was  for 
obtaining  a  permanent  peace  by  the 
fuppreffion  of  any  ground  of  jealoufy 
and  contention,  juftified  the  Canada 
boundaries  ;  and  they  were  not  lefs 
ftrongly  fupported  by  that  liberal 
principle  which  had  begun  to  ex¬ 
tend  itfelf  over  Europe,  and  which 
was  eager  to  break  the  oppreffive 
chains  of  monopoly.  It  was  al¬ 
lowed  that  monopolies  were  al¬ 
ways  unwife  ;  and  if  there  was  agna¬ 
tion  upon  earth  which  ought  to  re- 
je£t  them,  it  was  England.  Situated 
as  we  are,  we  ought  to  covet  no¬ 
thing  fo  earpeftly  as  a  free  trade. 
Our  real  intereft  and  honour  con- 
filled  in  it;  and  no  happier  policy 
qould  be  adopted  than  to  extend  by 
negociation  a  liberal  and  enlarged 
plan  of  commerce.  We  had  a  died 
upon  thefe  principles  with  regard  to 
Ireland  ;  and  why  {liquid  we  not  be 
equally  liberal  in  our  tranfaclions 
with  America  ?  The  cafes  were  fi» 
milar  ;  and  while  the  one  was  com- 
mended*  it  was  the  extreipity  of 


folly  to  rail  againft  the  other.  But 
in  fadf,  the  apparent  generofity 
which  had  been  Ihown  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  was  ceconomy  to  ourfelves. 
The  province  of  Canada  was  ever 
moft  coftly  to  government.  For  fix 
years  and  four  months  its  expences 
had  amounted  to  five  millions  five 
hundred  and  nineteen  pounds.  Now 
it  was  obvious  that  all  the  imports 
and  the  exports  of  the  trade  of  that 
country  could  have  no  affinity  or 
correfpondence  to  this  immenfe  fum. 
It  was  made  an  objection  to  the 
negociations  with  the  Americans, 
that  they  were  allowed  to  fifhon  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  all 
the  bays  and  creeks  and  coafts  of  his 
maje  fly’s  dominions  in  America, 
But  it  had  been  very  properly  urged 
by  the  American  commiffioners,  that 
the  refufal  to  them  of  this  right  of 

i  *  „ 

fiffiing  would  be  a  manifeftation  of 
hoftile  intentions,  and  would  pre* 
elude  every  hope  of  a  reconciliation, 
Befides,  the  fiffiery  lay  in  their  part 
of  the  ocean;  and  it  was  in  reality 
impoffible  to  exclude  them  from  it 
by  any  kind  of  reftridfions.  No  en¬ 
deavours  could  poffibly  have  been, 
fuccefsful  in  preventing  them  from 
it ;  and  if  it  had  been  poffible  tQ 
make  them  renounce  this  claim,  the 
perpetual  violation  of  this  compact 
would  have  proved  an  end  lefs  fpring 
of  animofity  and  contention.  But 
farther,  there  are  two  feafons  for  the 
fiffiery  of  Newfoundland.  The  firft 
commences  in  February,  and  the 
la  ft  in  May  or  June.  The  firft 
feafon  is  not  fo  important ;  but  fuch 
as  it  is,  it  muft  belong  exclufively 
to  the  Americans.  For  no  fhips, 
from  England  or  France  can  take 
their  ftations  there  fo  early  in  the 
year.  It  is  a  privilege  which  the 
Americans  pofiefs  from  the  vicinity 
of  their  coaft.  It  is  an  advantage, 
which  nature  has  given  them ;  an4 
to  attempt  to  overthrow  it  would 
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not  only  be  unjuft,  but  impracticable* 
With  refpedl  to  the  fecund,  or  prin¬ 
cipal  fifhery,  the  Americans  have 
obtained  little  but  what  they  former¬ 
ly  enjoyed.  They  have  always  hill¬ 
ed  on  the  banks,  and  they  have  re¬ 
fer  ted  to  the  harbours  of  Labrador 
for  curing  their  fifh.  The  only  ad¬ 
vantage  they  are  intitled  to  by  the 
treaty  is  the  right  of  hilling  on  the 
fhores  of  Newfoundland  ;  and  it  is 
known  that  even  this  privilege  has 
been  frequently  exercifed  by  them. 
Nor  indeed  was  it  poliible  to  have 
denied  this  liberty  to  them,  without 
indicating  the  mofc  rooted  hoftility 
to  thein  ;  and  for  a  liberty  of  fo  lit¬ 
tle  importance  to  Great  Britain,  it 
would  have  been  moft  ridiculous  to 
have  facrificed  all  our  hopes  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Americans. 

There « was  one  article  which  his 
lordfhip  could  not  but  confider  as  a 
matter  of  the  greateft  regret  and 
commi  fetation.  His  feelings  for  the 
loyaliffcs  were  as  pungent  as  thofe  of 
their  warmed  admirers.  The  ne- 
cefiity  of  fubmitting  them  to  the 
diferetion  of  their  enemies  was  moll 
unhappy.  There  was  hut  one  an- 
fwer  to  be  given  to  this  particular  ; 
and  that  anfwer  alone  included  the 
principle  that  could  reconcile  the 
meafure  to  his  bleeding  heart.  A 
part  mull  be  wounded,  that  the  whole 
empire  might  not  perifn.  If  better 
terms  could  have  been  procured,  he 
would  have  embraced  them  with  the 
greateft  cordiality.  He  would  have 
dallied  from  him  the  bitter  cup 
which  the  adverfities  of  his  country 
held  out  to  him,  it  peace  had  not 
been  abfolutely  rieedfary,  if  it  had 
not  been  called  for  with  an  unani¬ 
mity  and  vigour  that  could  not  be 
refilled.  No  arts  of  addrefs  or  ne- 
gociation  were  negledfed.  But  the 
American  commiffioners  had  no  in- 
ftrubtions  to  proceed  farther  than 


they  did  :  and  it  was  ill  the  power 
of  congrefs  to  do  no  more  than  to 
recommend  ftrongly  the  loyalifts  to 
pity  and  favour.  Every  ftate  in 
America  is  fupreme,  and  includes 
within  itfelf  the  legiflative  and  ju¬ 
dicial  powers.  Its  jurifdkftion  there¬ 
fore,  with  regard  to  its  own  fub- 
je£ts,  is  not  liable  to  controul.  It 
determines  by  its  own  law's,  ifc 
judges  by  its  own  authority,  and 
from  its  deciiion  there  can  be  made 
no  appeal.  By  the  mode,  there¬ 
fore,  of  interference  or  recommen¬ 
dation  alone  can  the  congrefs  a£f  2 
and  furely  much  may  be  trufted  to 
their  wifdom,  moderation,  and  hon¬ 
our.  But,  if  after  all,  the  loyalifts 
fliould  not  be  received  and  cherifhed 
in  the  bofom  of  their  own  country,  it 
is  evident  that  Great  Britain,  pene¬ 
trated  with  gratitude  for  their  fer- 
vices,  and  warm  with  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  would  afford  them  an 
afylum  ;  and  it  would  doubtlefs  be 
wifer  to  confole  them  for  their  lolTes, 
than  to  ruin  the  nation  by  a  re¬ 
newal  or  prolongation  of  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war.  Without  the  wafte 
of  blood,  and  with  a  trifling  ex¬ 
pence,  the  loyalifts  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  eafy  and  comfortable.  Po¬ 
licy  dictated,  with  regard  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  we  fliould  not  be  directed 
by  flight  and  temporary  conftdera- 
tions ;  but  that  we  fhould  be  go¬ 
verned  by  the  view  of  obtaining  real 
and  lafting  advantages.  It  wras  our 

O  <D 

bufinefs  to  guard  againft  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  future  refentments  ;  and  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  an  aftedtion 
and  unity  which  would  terminate  in 
a  grand  commercial  intercourfe,  and 
in  a  communication  of  mutual  great- 
nefs  and  felicity  which  might  en¬ 
dure  for  ages  to  come. 

With  regard  to  the  ceffion  to  the 
king  of  Spain  of  Eaft  Florida,  and 
the  permiffion  allowed  to  him  of 
retaining  the  pofteffion  qf  Weft: 
13  4  Florida^ 
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rida,  thofe  articles  were  certainly  to 
be  defended  on  fubftantial  grounds. 
The  right  of  conqueft  had  given 
Welt  Florida  to  the  Spanifn  mo¬ 
narch  ;  and  the  Surrender  of  Ealt 
Florida  was  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quence  of  the  miltaken  and  ruinous 
policy  of  thofe  men  who  had  brought 
the  nation  under  the  miferable  ne- 
ceffity  of  treating  with  its  enemies 
on  terms  very  different  from  what  it 
could  formerly  have  commanded. 
Yet  for  thefe  conceffions  an  abtual 
compenfation  had  been  made  by  the 
reftoration  of  the  iflands  of  Provi¬ 
dence  and  the  Bahamas.  It  Ihould 
likewife  be  conlidered,  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  maintaining  Ealt  and  Well 
Florida  had  been  exceffive.  For 
three  years  the  charges  for  Eaft 
Florida  amounted  to  three  hundred 
and  fixty* eight  thoufand  pounds; 
and  the  expences  of  Weft  Florida 
for  the  fame  period  arofe  to  a  much 
higher  fum.  It  was  at  the  fame  time 
proper  to  remember,  that  the  im¬ 
ports  and  exports  of  thefe  provinces 
bore  no  proportion  to  the  burden  of 
their  maintenance.  Their  derelic¬ 
tion,  of  confequence,  conferred  not 
on  Spain  fo  great  an  emolument  as 
might  be  fuppofed  ;  and  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  to  obferve,  that  if  they  had 
actually  continued  in  our  pofleffion, 
they  might  have  turned  out  to  be  a 
fource  of  future  contefts,  from  a  col- 
lilion  of  events  which  might  have 
interrupted  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Engliffi  and  the  Americans. 

By  the  articles  with  France  alte¬ 
rations  take  place  concerning  the 
fifhery  of  Newfoundland  ;  but  thefe 
alterations  inftead  of  being  hoflile  to 
Great  Britain  are  favourable  to  it. 
The  French  king  renounces  the  right 
of  filhing  from  Cape  Bonavifta  to 
Cape  St.  John,  and  obtains  an  ex- 
tenfion  of  that  privilege  on  the  wef- 
tern  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  By  this  ftipulation  the  French 


are  confined  to  a  certain  fpot;  and 
an  end  is  put  to  the  difputes  which 
exifted  before,  and  were  a  matter 
of  endlefs  inquietude.  The  eaftem 
and  the  fouth-eaftern  coalt  is  left  to 
the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  the 
Englifli ;  and  here  the  fifh  are  not 
only  the  iargeft,  but  in  the  greateft 
abundance.  The  cure  of  them  too 
is  much  eafierthan  in  the  Streights 
of  Belleille,  where  the  fogs  are 
more  prevalent.  By  the  teftimony 
of  every  officer  who  has  ferved  at 
Newfoundland,  one  league  of  coaft 
between  Cape  Bonavifta  and  St. 
John  is  worth  ten  on  the  weftern 
fide;  and  thus,  while  the  ftipula¬ 
tion  is  for  our  advantage,  an  encou¬ 
ragement  is  given  to  our  national 
fpirit  and  induftry. 

To  objedl  to  the  furrender  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon  was  to  give 
way  to  mere  fadtion,  or  the  peevifh- 
nefs  of  complaint.  For  they  are 
conceffions  of  no  fort  of  confequence. 
The  harbour  of  St.  Pierre  is  fmall, 
and  cannot  receive  men  of  war.  The 
road  may  admit  Hups  of  force,  but 
the  bottom  is  rocky  and  unfafe. 
Miquelon  has  a  road  at  the  north  of 
the  ifland ;  but  it  is  a  ftation  of  no 
advantage.  Vefiels  there  are  open 
to  the  eafterly  winds,  and  expoled 
to  the  attacks  of  an  enemy.  It  is 
of  no  fervice  to  fortify  thefe  iflands. 
It  has  been  faid  indeed  that  thefe 
iflands,  if  fortified,  would  command 
the  entrance  into  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Laurence.  But  this  aflertion  is  evi¬ 
dently  ill  founded ;  and  it  might 
be  urged  with  greater  truth,  that 
Breft  commands  the  entrance  into 
Plymouth. 

It  was  vain  in  the  laft  degree  to 
objedt  to  the  fiipulations  with  regard 
to  the  Weft  Indies.  In  exchange 
for  St.  Lucia,  which  our  arms  had 
captured  from  France,  it  has  re- 
ftored  to  us  fix  of  the  feven  iflands 
it  had  taken  from  us,  and  retained 

only 
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only  that  of  Tobago.  The  utility 
of  Tobago  has  been  infilled  upon 
with  a  zeal  that  is  intemperate.  Its 
cotton  is  good  ;  but  that  commodity 
is  not  peculiar  to  it,  and  may  be 
procured  from  other  quarters  of  the 
world.  The  ifiand  is  not  health¬ 
ful;  from  it*  fituation  it  is  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  an  eafy  defence ;  and  nei¬ 
ther  its  exports  nor  its  imports  are 
of  high  ellimation. 

Senegal  had  belonged  originally 
to  the  French  ;  and  having  regain¬ 
ed  it  by  conqueft,  it  was  natural  for 
them  to  infill  upon  retaining  it.  The 
point  of  honour  might  likewife  in- 
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duce  them  to  urge  the  ceifion  of 
Goree,  as  that  ifland  had  alfo  once 
been  their  property.  But  neither 
Senegal  nor  Goree  were  pofieffions 
qf  confequence  or  value.  Their 
commerce  was  inconfiderable ;  and 
from  their  unhealthfulnefs  they  were 
the  grave  of  our  countrymen.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  pofieffion  of  the 
river  Gambia,  which  was  guar- 
ranteed  to  Great  Britain  by  the  king 
of  France,  might  lead  to  profpedts 
of  benefit,  as  it  was  navigable  for 
Several  hundred  miles,  and  near  the 
Gold  Coalt.  The  African  trade 
was  alfo  Hill  open  to  the  Englifii ; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  conceived  but 
that  they  would  carry  it  on  with 
emolument  and  profit. 

The  flipulations  which  relate  to* 
the  Eall  Indies  relf  on  grounds  which 
are  folid.  It  was  neceflary  to  re- 
llore  to  France  Pondicherry  as  well 
as  Karicall ;  to  allow  it  to  enter 
again  into  the  pofieffion  of  Mahee 
and  of  the  comptoir  at  Surat ;  and 
to  give  it  the  liberty  of  furrounding 
Chandernagor  with  a  ditch.  In 
Nullification  of  thefe  flipulations  it  is 
Sufficient  to  appeal  to  the  unwilling- 
nefs  of  Great  Britain  to  continue  the 
war ;  to  its  inability  to  afford  its 
expence ;  and  to  the  difiratled  Hate 
of  the  Britilh  dominions  in  the  Eall, 


Hyder  Ally  had  been  able  to  range 
the  Carnatic,  and  to  commit  humi¬ 
liating  and  cruel  devastations.  The 
pofieffions  of  the  Fail  India  Com¬ 
pany  were  expofed  to  the  greatell 
hazard  ;  and  their  finances  both  at 
home  and  abroad  were  fo  miferable 
and  reduced,  that  no  event  but  peace 
could  recover  to  \\s  our  afcendancy 
in  Afia  In  fuch  a  fituation  it  was 
not  poffible  to  procure  terms  of  ac¬ 
commodation  more  honourable. 

To  inveigh  again!!  the  article  a- 
bout  Dunkirk,  is  to  indulge  in  wil¬ 
ful  mifreprefentation.  The  con- 
ceffions  concerning  it  were  a  proof 
of  our  difpofition  to  reconciliation, 
and  friendfhip.  The  conftraints 
with  regard  to  this  harbour  were  of 
no  advantage  to  us ;  and  were  dis¬ 
graceful  to  France.  To  remove 
them  wras  accordingly  to  defiroy  an 
unhappy  caufe  of  dilcontent  and  ha¬ 
tred  which  had  long  fubfilled  be¬ 
tween  two  powerful  kingdoms.  It 
is  a  wild  exaggeration,  too,  to  im¬ 
pute  any  high  confequence  to  Dun¬ 
kirk  as  a  port.  It  lies  near  a  fhoaly 
part  of  the  Channel :  it  cannot  re¬ 
ceive  lliips  of  a  large  fize :  and  it 
can  never  be  a  rendezvous  for  fqua- 
drons.  It  may  indeed  be  a  neft 
for  pirates  ;  but  thefe  can  iffue 
from  other  ports.  Nor  fiiould  it  be 
forgotten,  that  while  this  port  can 
atchieve  no  material  injury  to  us  in 
the  time  of  war,  it  may  operate 
greatly  to  our  advantage  in  time  of 
peace,  as  it  is  well  fitted  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  Englilh  and  Irifli  trade 
to  the  Low  Countries  ;  a  branch  of 
commerce  which  is  acknowledged  to 
be  of  high  value. 

To  all  thefe  reafonings,  it  may  be 
added,  that  at  the  period  'when  the 
pacific  negociations  were  let  on  foot, 
this  country  was  at  the  extremity  ofdif- 
trefs.  The  general  cry  was  for  peace. 
The  objed  of  the  war  was  at  an 
end.  The  independence  of  America 

had 
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I iad  been  recognized  by  parliament. 
The  confederacy  formed  againft  us 
was  decidedly  fuperior  to  every  ex¬ 
ertion  of  ours.  Our  taxes  were  raoft 
exorbitant ;  our  debts  were  fo  e- 
BQ-rmous  that,  funded  and  unfund¬ 
ed,  they  amounted  to  two  hundred 
End  forty-feven  millions  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-one  pounds  ; 
our  commerce  was  falling  daily,  and 
afforded  an  ominous  profpedt  of  ap¬ 
proaching  poverty  and  ruin;  our 
army  was  miferably  reduced ;  and 
cur  navy  was  in  a  condition  fo  humi¬ 
liating,  that  of  lliips  of  the  line  it 
could  boaft  only  of  ninety-nine 
which  were  fit  for  fervice,  while  to 
thefe  there  could  be  oppofed  by 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  a  fleet 
of  nearly  one'  hundred  and  fifty. 
Peace  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
our  very  exigence  as  a  nation.  The 

J 

be  if  terms  of  accommodation  had 
been  procured  ;  and  they  hould  on¬ 
ly  be  oppofed  or  decried  by  pride, 
ignorance,  and  (addon. 

Lord  Loughborough  thought  very 
differently  from  the  earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne.  It  might  be  difficult  to  af~ 
eertam  the  relative  abilities  of  the 
powers  at  war  to  continue  the  eon- 
tefb  *  but  he  was  certain  that  the 
condition  of  the  country  was  fo  for¬ 
midable  that  we  were  under  no  ne- 
eefiity  of  accepting  the  conditions, 
which  our  enemies  chofe  to  hold  out 
tons.  The  articles  under  con  feder¬ 
ation  could  not  fo  properly  be  deno¬ 
minated  a  treaty  as  a  capitulation. 
When  two  contending  nations  were 
defxrous  to  defift  from  hoftilities,  it 
was  ufual  that  fome  point  fliould  be 
fixed  as  the  bafis  of  the  intended 
treaty  ;  their  adlual  date  as  to  pof- 
ieffions  and  fortune  at  the  time  of 
negotiation  ;  their  condition  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  ;  or  their 
iituatiom  at  fome  particular  period. 
Ideas  of  this  kind,  however,  hgd 


been  negle&ed  altogether  *  and  not* 
withflanding  all  our  Ioffes,  our  ene¬ 
mies  in uft  have  been  humbled  if  our 
negociators  had  even  acted  upon  the 
principle  of  vti poffidetis .  It  feemed 
that  they  were  more  anxious  to  con- 
fult  the  benefit  of  our  adverfaries 
than  our  own.  The  bafis  of  the  pa¬ 
cification  appeared  to  be  to  fee  u re 
France  againft  thofe  infults  to  which 
(lie  had  fubmitted  in  former  trea¬ 
ties.  In  Europe  file  was  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  from  the  reft  rain  t  of  a  com- 
miliary  at  Dunkirk,  and  was  to  be 
permitted  to  fortify  a  harbour  which 
might  controul  England  in  the  very 
Channel,  expofe  her  to  be  attacked 
in  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and 
infult  and  injure  her  trade.  Was  the 
anxiety  of  former  minifters  on  the 
fuhjedt  of  Dunkirk  an  sale  appre- 
henfion  or  a  frivolous  care?  Was  it 
a  trick  to  flatter  the  people  with  an 
imaginary  confequence  ?  This,  in¬ 
deed,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  treafury  might  think.  But  it 
would  not  eafily  be  believed  that  the 
abilities  of  his  lordfiiip  were  fupe¬ 
rior  to  thofe  of  the  illuftrious  ftatefi- 
men  who  had  created  the  reftraints 
in  queftion,  and  who  had  continued 
them  down  for  above  a  century. 

.gut  this  was  not  the  only  concef- 
fibir  that  was  made  to  France.  The 
prohibition  againft  fortifying  St, 
Pierre  and  Miquelon  was  removed. 
Variations  were  made  in  the  fifhery 
in  Newfoundland  and  the  adjacent 
iftands ;  and  thefe  too  were  uni¬ 
formly  favourable  to  France.  The 
propofal  for  varying  the  limits  had 
evidently  proceeded  from  the  court 
of  France;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
fancied  that  it  would  choofe  the 
worft  ftations.  Nor  was  this  all. 
For  while  the  Rritifh  fifhery  was  di- 
minifhed,  the  fur  trade  was  entirely 
renounced,  and  the  country  given 
away  which  produced  it.  In  dating 
the  iofs  and  profit  of  that  province, 
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If  was  fair  to  obferve,  that  the  charge 
was  in  a  great  degree  to  be  placed  to 
the  account  of  the  war.  Upon  a 
peace,  the  profits  mull  have  rifen  to 
a  great  amount.  To  juftify  the 
ceffion  of  Canada  by  a  declamation 
again  if  monopolies  was  alfo  impro¬ 
per.  The  queifion  had  no  concern 
whatever  with  the  cenfure  of  mono¬ 
polies.  We  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
fur  trade  in  the  fame  way  that  every 
country  has  a  monopoly  of  its  pro¬ 
duce.  But  it  fliould  be  remarked 
that  iron,  wine,  or  wood,  in  whaN 
ever  country  they  abound,  are  fold 
by  thofe  who  poifels  them,  as  own¬ 
ers  or  proprietors,  and  not  as  mono- 
polifts.  The  fur  trade  was  ours, 
becaufe  we  were  the  proprietors  of 
the  country  which  fupplied  it.  To 
furrender  this  trade  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  is  not  the  making  it  free  or 
open.  It  is  to  confer  upon  them  the 
mo  ft  pofitive  advantage.  Accord- 
iug-  to  this  ffrange  way  or  reaion- 

O  o  ^  y  * 

ing,  we  fliould  be  faid  to  open  the 
coal  trade,  if  we  fliould  give  up  our 
coal  mines  to  a  foreign  ftate.  The 
new  maxims  oi  trade  to  which  the 
noble  lord  alluded  in  terms  of  ex¬ 
travagant  praife  were  vifionary  and 
romantic.  Our  ancient  and  plain 
maxims  of  commerce  had  raffed  this 
country  to  a  very  high  pitch  of 
greatnefs,  and  it  did  not  become  us 
to  alter  them. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  principle 
of  protecting  France  againft  the  in- 
fults  of  former  treaties  was  alfo  fol¬ 
lowed  with  the  molt  abfurd  prodi¬ 
gality.  She  had  loti  all  her  fettle- 
ments  in  Afia  ;  and  thefe  are  given 
back  to  her  again.  This  reftora- 
tion  was  humiliating  to  us  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  was  glorious  to  them. 
Pondicherry  was  not  only  given 
back  ;  but  to  render  it  the  more  ac¬ 
ceptable,  a  large  territory  was  made 
fo  accompany  it.  A  free,  an  inde¬ 
pendent^  and  what  is  more  alarm¬ 


ing,  an  undefined  trade  in  this  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  world  was  prefented  to 
France;  and,  in  effedl,  it  had  ob¬ 
tained  the  liberty  of  fur  rounding 
Chandenagor  with  a  fortification. 
For  what  interpretation  but  this  can 
be  affigned  to  the  article  conferring 
the  privilege  of  furrounding  that 
place  with  a  ditch  ?  During  the  laft 
peace  the  French  had  made  what 
they  called  a  ditch  in  this  ftation. 
But  when  general  Campbell  infpe di¬ 
ed  it,  he  without  helitation  pro¬ 
nounced  it  to  be  a  fortification.  It 
was  accordingly  defrayed  by  the 
fervants  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 
Now  the  liberty  to  reftore  this  ditch, 
to  fpeak  of  it  in  the  flighted  degree 
of  blame,  is  a  fource  that  mu  ft  en¬ 
danger  contention  and  difturbance; 
and  it  is  to  be  dreaded  that  Chan¬ 
denagor  may  be  improved  into  a 
mod  formidable  poft. 

The  folly  of  our  negociators  was 
every  where  prominent.  The  ar¬ 
ticle  which  introduces  the  French 
into  every  negociation  with  the 
country  powers  of  India  may  be 
confidered  as.  a  continuation  of  the 
war.  It  gives  them  allies  in  every 
part  of  India  ;  and  it  advances  them 
into  fomething  like  a  rivalflfip  with 
the  Englifh  for  a  connexion  with 
the  country,  powers,  whom  they 
may  engage  in  meafures  where  hay¬ 
ing  nothing  to  apprehend  they  may 
he  deluded  into  high  hopes  of  acqui- 
fition.  By  this  lingular  article,  t6o, 
it  is  flipulated  that  hoftilities  are  to 
ceafe  in  India  four  months  after  a 
notification,  which  France  may  give 
or  neglebt,  as  is  mod  confident  with 
its  interefts  and  inclination. 

In  Africa  our  trade  was  furren- 
dered  to  France  by  the  ceffion  of 
Senegal  and  Goree.  f  he  miniftry 
might  have  learned  from  the  nego* 
ciations  tor  the  laft  peace,  that 
France  was  decidedly  clear  that  the 
gum  trade  could  not  poifibly  fubfift 
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without  the  poffeffion  of  one  of  thefe 
places.  It  was  upon  this  principle 
Iiiggefted  by  France,  and  admitted 
by  us,  that  they  were  then  divided, 
and  that  England  and  France  were 
fecured  refpedtively  in  a  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  trade.  But  now  that 
they  are  united,  the  trade  is  exclu¬ 
sively  in  the  power  of  France.  It  is 
weak  to  argue  that  the  value  of  the 
gum  trade  is  not  great.  Of  fome 
importance  it  mutt  undoubtedly  be ; 
and  the  miniftry  fhould  have  re¬ 
flected  that  the  want  of  it  mutt  de¬ 
stroy  altogether  two  noble  branches 
of  manufadture,  that  of  the  printed 
linens,  and  that  of  the  filks  and 
gauzes.  This  want  mutt  be  expe¬ 
rienced  by  us  in  the  event  of  a  new 
war  ;  and  during  peace  the  price  of 
the  commodity  mutt  be  adjutted  by 
France. 

But  while  France  has  been  fo 
much  indebted  to  our  negociators, 
they  have  alfo  been  proud  to  confer 
their  benefits  upon  Spain.  Thecef- 
fion  of  Eafl  Florida  to  the  Spanifh 
monarch  is  an  extravagance  for 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  find  even 
the  ffiadow  of  a  pretence.  The  con¬ 
dition  of  that  power  had  nothing  in 
it  either  to  dazzle  or  to  terrify  ; 
nor  was  it  to  be  accounted  for  on 
any  principle  of  folid  politics,  that 
(he  fhould  be  bribed  to  a  treaty  of 
peace  by  the  addition  of  fo  import¬ 
ant  a  fettlement  to  all  the  other  ac- 
quifitions  which  file  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  retain. 

The  moft  unworthy  however  of 
all  the  negociations  for  peace  was 
the  provifional  articles.  It  might  be 
neceffary  indeed  to  give  up  its  in¬ 
dependency  to  America.  But  the 
grounds  and  contents  of  the  treaty 
are  perhaps  unparalleled  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  mankind.  The  preamble 
affedts  to  date  that  convenience  and 
advantage  are  the  only  foundation 
of  peace  and  friendjfhip  among  com* 


m  unities.  It  overlooks  the  prin* 
ciples  of  juftice,  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  the  faith  of  compacts.  The 
treaty  is  of  a  piece  with  its  pre¬ 
amble.  It  pretends  to  arrange 
matters  on  the  principles  of  recipro¬ 
city.  But  what  is  wonderful,  it 
gives  every  thing  to  America,  and 
iecures  nothing  to  Great  Britain. 
Under  the  pretext  of  making  a 
boundary,  it  grants  to  America  an 
immenfe  tradt  of  country,  full  of 
tribes  who  were  our  allies,  and  un¬ 
der  our  protedfcion ;  and  for  fo  va¬ 
luable  a  transfer  it  makes  no  return. 
It  extends  the  coaft  of  America  be¬ 
yond  its  ancient  limits,  and  includes 
in  it  a  part  of  the  land  and  the  har¬ 
bours  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  facrifice  of  the  loyalifts, 
which.was  made  in  the  provifional 
articles,  his  lordfhip  regarded  as  an 
objedt  of  the  greatefl  execration. 
It  was  pleaded  in  its  defence,  that 
the  American  commiffioners  were 
reftridted  in  their  powers,  and  that 
congrefs  could  only  recommend  the 
loyalifts  to  mercy.  But  did  there 
exift  a  controlling  neceffity  to  treat 
with  perfons  whofe  powers  were  in¬ 
complete  ?  And  was  it  impoffible  to 
fecure  better  terms  to  the  loyalifts  ? 
No  fuch  neceffity  exilfed  ;  and  if. 
was  in  our  power  to  have  procured 
articles  far  more  beneficial.  Our 
military  force  was  very  great,  and 
in  no  danger  of  being  vanquifhed  ; 
and  even  in  the  loweft  ebb  of  dif- 
trefs,  we  ought  not  to  have  fub- 
feribed  to  terms  fo  fervile  and  bafe9 
that  they  muft  blaft  for  ever  our 
national  glory.  Francis  I.  when 
conquered  and  a  captive,  wrote  to 
his  fubjedts  that  every  thing  was 
loft  but  his  honour  and  theirs. 
They  felt  his  magnanimity ;  and 
the  {pint  of  this  fentiment  preferv- 
ed  his  kingdom,  and  re-eftabliffied 
his  fortune.  Amidft  all  the  hofti- 
lity  entertained  again#  us  by  France 
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and  Spain,  we  might  upon  an  occa- 
fton  like  thi^  have  relied  on  their 
generality.  They  would  have  ref- 
pedled  the  caufe  of  humanity ;  and 
if  their  affiftanee  had  been  aiked,  it 
would  have  been  interpofed  in  the 
fervice  of  men  whom  we  have  de¬ 
ferred  and  betrayed.  Perfonal  ha¬ 
tred  and  revenge  were  never  car¬ 
ried  farther  than  in  Ireland  after  the 
abdication  of  James  II. ;  yet  in  the 
articles  of  Limerick,  though  only 
ftipulations  for  the  furrender  of  a 
town,  there  was  not  the  fmallefl  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  admitting  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  engagements  for  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  who  had  adled  a- 
gainft  king  William.  The  records 
of  ancient  and  modern  llory  might 
be  turned  over  in  vain  to  find  any 
inftance  of  fo  perfidious  and  fhame- 
fiii  a  defertion  of  men  who  had  put 
every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them  to 
hazard  from  a  reliance  on  our  iince- 
rity  and  faith.  The  cruelty  of  their 
treatment,  while  it  is  in  itfelf  ex- 
ceffive,  was  even  embittered  by  a 
refinement  of  cruelty,  for  which  no 
language  has  any  epithet  that  is  pro¬ 
per.  'They  are  allowed  the  fpace 
of  one  year  to  folicit  their  perfe- 
cutors  for  that  merev  which  their 
friends  refufed  ;  they  are  defired  to 
beg  their  bread  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  have  been  lfripped  of  their  pro¬ 
perty  ;  and  felicitations  are  pre¬ 
ferred  to  them  to  kifs  the  hands 
which  are  ftained  with  the' blood  of 
their  fathers  and  brothers,  and  to 
repurchafe  pofleffions  which  they 
have  no  money  to  pay  for. 

The  -lord  chancellor  fpoke  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  queftion.  He 
meant  notj,  he  faid,  to  give  way  to 


vague  declamation  and  oratoria! 
flourifhes.  The  fafhionable  logic 
which  delighted  in  words  was  ra¬ 
ther  calculated  to  confound  what 
was  plain,  than  to  unravel  what 
was  intricate.  The  matter  under 
difeufiion  was  not  difficult.  It  was 
whether  they  fhould  agree  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  throne  fairly  and  ho¬ 
ne  Pay  with  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for 
the  peace ;  or  whether  they  fhould 
go  to  it  infidioufly,  with  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  for  a  peace,  which  they 
condemned.  The  fimple  recital  ot 
this  bufinefs  was  a  proof  of  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  queftion  under  de¬ 
bate.  It  was  highly  wild  to  thank 
his  majefty  for  what  they  dif ap¬ 
proved  ;  to  tender  to  him  their  ap¬ 
probation  for  concluding  a  peace 
which  they  declared  to  be  inadequate 
to  their  juft  expectations,  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  relative  fituation  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  derogatory 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
empire.  If  the  amendment  on  the 
original  motion  were  divefted  of  the 
impoftng  art  of  drefs  and  language 
it  would  immediately  fihow  its  de¬ 
formity.  It  was  inconfiftent  with 
the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  of  the 
peers.  The  latter  ought  not  to  ad- 
mit  it  as  part  of  the  addrefs,  and  it 
became  not  the  crown  to  receive  it. 
It  the  king’s  minifters  deferved  cen- 
fare,  it  ought  to  be  infiidted  openly, 
and  not  in  an  indirect  manner.  la 
the  one  condudt  lie  obfervea, 
there  was  meannefs ;  but  in  the 
other  there  was  manlinefs  and  great- 
riefs  of  mind.  At  length  the  houfe 
divided,  and  the  addrefs  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  7  2  to  59. 
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Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  Mr.  7".  Pitt ,  gbr  an  Addrefs  of  Thanh 
on  tie  Peace .  An  Amendment  on  this  Motion  is  prop  of ed  by  Lord  “John. 
Cavendifh.  An  Addition  to  the  Asnendment  is  moved  by  Lord  North i 
Qonfcquent  Debates .  The  Dim  if  on  is  carried  againji  the  Minijlry . 


AN  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
king,  in  terms  refembling  that 
of  the  houfe  of  lords,  was  moved  for 
In  the  commons  by  Mr.  T.  Pitt, 
and  feconded  by  Mr.  Wiiberforce. 
In  the  two  houfes  there  neceffarily 
prevailed  a  flmilarity  of  reasoning ; 
but  it  is  proper  to  detail  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  both  on  a  fubjedt  fo  im¬ 
portant  as  the  negociations  for  a 
peace.  The  matter,  however,  which 
was  thrown  out  in  the  houfe  of  peers 
fhall  be  as  little  touched  upon  as 
poffible  ;  and  thus,  upon  the  whole, 
the  argument  of  the  contending'  par¬ 
ties  in  parliament  will  appear  in  a 
form  ,  the  more  perfedt  and  con- 
cife. 

Mr.  T.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Wiiber¬ 
force  exerted  themfelves  to  demon- 
flrate,  that  at  this  jundture,  peace 
was  elfentially  necelfary  for  the 
falvation  of  the  country.  They 
Hated  the  immenfe  fums  which  had 
been  lavifhed  away  in  a  mad  and  a 
calamitous  war.  They  defer ibed 
the  abjedt  condition  of  our  finances ; 
infilled  on  the  fuperior  power  of  the 
confederacy  in  oppofition  to  us ; 
and  reminded  the  houfe  that  we 
were  without  an  ally.  It  was  right 
to  diftinguilh  between  force  and  the 
refources  without  which  it  could  not 
be  upheld.  Our  feamen  were  brave 
and  our  navv  numerous  s  but  could 
any  ufe  be  made  of  either  when  we 
bad  no  money  to  maintain  them  ? 
Force  might  be  termed  the  body  and 
materials  of  the  machine  ;  but 
money  was  the  fpring  that  alone 
could  fet  it  in  motion.  A  continu¬ 
ation  of  the  war  was  the  moll  certain 
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ruin.  It  was  peace  only  thr^t  could 
fave  us,  by  recovering  our  refour- 
ces,  and  by  rcitoring  our  commerce* 
Peace  accordingly  had  been  obtain¬ 
ed  on  the  bell  terms  which  could  be 
negociated;  and  it  promifed  to  be 
permanent. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  declared 
that  he  was  fond  of  peace ;  but  that 
the  queliion  was  not  will  you  have 
this  peace,  or  continue  the  waf  ? 
The  real  queliion  was,  under  our 
prefent  circumftances,  could  a  bet- 
ter  peace  have  been  obtained  ? 
This  topic  did  not  admit  of  an  eafy 
anfvver,  and  called  for  a  ferious  de¬ 
liberation.  The  whole  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  necelfary  to  be  weighed  in  de¬ 
liberating  upon  a  point  of  this  kind 
was  not  adtually  produced.  The 
negociations  with  the  Dutch  were 
ftill  uncertain.  It  was  proper* 
therefore,  to  paufe  a  little,  and  to 
hefitate.  He  propofed,  according¬ 
ly,  that  to  the  addrefs  for  thanking 
his  rnajefiy  for  laying  before  the 
houfe  the  articles  of  the  different 
treaties  which  he  had  concluded* 
there  Ihould  be  annexed  the  follow¬ 
ing  words :  u  His  faithful  com¬ 
mons  will  proceed  to  confider  of  the 
treaties  with  that  ferious  and  faithful 
attention  which  a  fubjedt  of  fueh 
importance  to  the  prefent  and  fu¬ 
ture  interefls  of  bis  majefly’s  do¬ 
minions  deferves.  That  in  the 
mean  time  they  entertain  the  fullefi 
confidence  in  his  majefly's  paternal 
care  that  he  will  concert  with  his 
parliament  fuch  meafures  as  may 
be  expedient  forextending  the  com¬ 
merce  of  his  majelly’s  fubjedts, 
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"That  whatever  may  be  the  fenti- 
nients  of  his  faithful  commons  on 
this  invefligation  of  the  terms  of 
pacification,  they  beg  leave  to  al¬ 
lure  his  majefly  of  their  firm  and 
unalterable  refolution  to  adhere  in¬ 
violably  to  the  feveral  articles  for 
which  the  public  faith  is  pledged, 
and  to  maintain  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  fo  n e cellar y  to  his  maje  fly’s 
fubje&s  and  the  general  happinefs 
of  mankind.55 

This  amendment  was  approved 
and  feconded  by  Mr.  St  John. 
Lord  North  affirmed  that  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  thirty  years  in 
which  he  had  ferved  his  country, 
he  never  rofe  under  fuch  uneafinefs 

and  anxiety.  It  was  not  his  de- 
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fire  to  eive  embarraiTment  to 
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government ;  but  he  could  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  a  peace  to  which  he  law  fo 
many  ferrous  and  iolid  grounds  ot 
objection.  The  conduct  of. the  mi- 
niftry  furprifed  him.  For  them 
Purely  it  was  fufficient  that  their 
peace  ihould  not  be  oppojed ;  but  it 
fieerns  they  wanted  approbation  and 
applaufe.  It  would  have  become 
them  to  have  imitated  the  example 
of  that  wife  and  upright  minifler 
who  concluded  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  ;  a  peace  that  terminated  a 
war  which,  like  the  prefent,  had 
been  unfuccefsful.  That  honeft 
fiatefman,  confcious  of  the  rectitude 
of  his  intentions,  and  looking  down 
alike  upon  adulation  and  cenfure, 
contented  himfelf  with  a  Ample  pre- 
fentation  of  it  to  the  houfe. 44 1  have 
i  laid  the  treaty  before  you,  Paid  he, 

,  eanvas  the  articles,  twill  them, 
weigh  them ;  do  what  you  pleafe 
!  with  them :  if  they  are  attacked  it 
is  my  bufinefs  to  defend  them  ;  but 
'  I  have  nothing  to  move  upon  them 
rnyfelf.55  Such  he  expected  would 
have  been  the  conduct  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  minifters  ;  and  in  that  cafe  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  pre- 
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ferved  a  profound  filence.  But  the 
add  refs  called  for  a  vote  of  approba¬ 
tion,  and  he  had  no  fuch  vote  to 
give  upon  fuch  an  occafion.  It 
confidered  the  peace  as  meritorious 
and  beneficial  ;  but  it  was  detrac¬ 
tive  and  difhonourable.  He  wiflied 
not,  however,  to  fet  negociationa 
afide  which  had  been  conducted  un¬ 
der  the  fanclion  of  the  prerogative,  nor 
to  put  thofe  who  advifed  them  under 
the  peril  of  puniffiment.  His  objec¬ 
tions  notwithflanding  to  the  treaties 
were  fo  ftrong  that  they  could  not  be 
funnoumed.  The  articles  with  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  were  not  adjufled 
upon  the  principle  of  uti  pofiidetis ; 
and  in  the  provilional  treaty  the 
equity  and  reciprocity  fo  much 
boalted  of,  were  words  without  any 
proper  meaning  ;  all  the  advantages 
and  profit  being  obvioufly  on  the 
fide  of  the  Americans.  ITe  ap¬ 
proved  the  amendment  of  lord  John 
Cavendiih ;  but  conceived  that 
fomething  was  wanting  to  make  it 
per  left.  It  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  have  paid  fome  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  Ioyalilfs.  He  de¬ 
plored  infinitely  the  hard  fate  of 
thefe  unhappy  men.  But  while  his 
pity  was  extended  to  them  all,  it 
was  awakened  more  keenly  for  thofe 
among  them  who  had  drawn  the 
fword  in  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain. 
Bound  by  their  oaths  of  allegiance, 
called  upon  by  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  encouraged  by  the  procla¬ 
mations  of  our  generals,  and  allur¬ 
ed  by  national  afiurances  of  fecu- 
rity,  they  had  fought  for  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  were  abandoned  to  the  ma¬ 
lice  of  their  enemies.  He  alked  if 
all  the  furrenders  we  had  made  in 
America;  if  the  furrenderof  Charles¬ 
town,  of  New  York,  ot  Rhode  r 
I  flan  d,  of  Penobfcot,  could  not  ^ 
purchafe  fecurity  for  thefe  merito¬ 
rious  perfons.  Pie  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  congrefs,  who  were  un¬ 
able 
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able  to  raife  one  farthing  to  carry 
on  the  war,  could  be  immoveable  in 
a  matter  of  this  fort ;  and  if  indeed 
they  were fofteeled  againft  humanity, 
it  is  obvious,  that,  if  our  negocia- 
tors  had  flood  out,  France  and  Spain, 
who  had  gained  fo  much,  would 
have  compelled  America  to  have 
fliown  her  kindnefs  in  a  cafe  of  this 
kind.  While  he  would  vote  tor  the 
amendment,  he  was  therefore  de- 
iirous  to  make  the  following  addition 
to  it,  refpedling  the  loyalifls.  “  And 
his  majefty’s  faithful  commons  feel 
that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  ex- 
prefs  to  him  the  regard  due  from 
the  nation  to  every  description  of 
men,  who,  with  the  rifque  of  their 
lives,  and  the  facriflce  of  their  pro¬ 
perties,  have  diftinguilhed  their  loy¬ 
alty  and  fidelity  during  a  long  and 
calamitous  .war.”  This  amendment 
was  leconded  by  general  Smith. 

Mr.  Powys  was  flrenuous  for  the 
addrefs,  and  declared  his  fatisfac- 
tion  with  the  peace  in  the  moll  un¬ 
equivocal  manner.  He  difavowed 
all  perfonal  and  interefted  motives; 
and  while  he  gloried  that  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury  had  broken  the 
confederacy  in  arms  againft  this 
country,  he  confelTed  that  he  had 
no  great  predelidfion  for  his  cha¬ 
racter.  He  thought  that  this  was 
the  age  of  firange  confederacies. 

The  world  had  feen  sweat  and  arbi- 
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trary  defpots  ftand  forth  the  pro¬ 
testors  of  an  infant  republic.  France 
and  Spain  had  combined  to  eftablilh 
the  riling  liberties  of  America;  and 
what  was  wonderful,  the  houfe  of 
commons  now  Purveyed  the  coun¬ 
terpart  of  this  picture.  A  mon- 
flrous  coalition  had  been  made  be¬ 
tween  a  noble  lord,  and  an  illuf- 
trious  commoner.  The  lofty  afler- 
tor  of  the  prerogative  had  joined  in 
alliance  with  the  worlhipper  of  the 
majefty  of  the  people. 


The  lord  advocate  exclaimed  a« 
gainft  the  amendment,  and  again (l 
the  addition  made  to  it  by  lord 
North ;  and  from  the  coalition 
formed  between  the  latter  and  Mr. 
Fox  he  judged  that  they  would  be 
both  againft  the  original  motion. 
Fie  exprefled  the  utmoft  furprize 
that  men  whofe  political  views  had 
been  fo  diametrically  oppoflte  fhouid 
ever  have  united ;  nor  did  he  fee 
how  they  could  confidently,  upon 
the  prefent  occalion,  give  their  votes 
upon  the  fame  fide,  and  reprobate 
the  pacific  negociations  of  the  mi- 
nifter.  The  former  had  declared  in 
an  early  period  of  the  feffion  that  a 
peace  was  defirable  ;  and  the  latter 
had  urged  pertinacioufly  the  necef- 
fity  of  it,  and  had  even  written  a 
public  letter  on  the  fubjedt  of  a  trea¬ 
ty  with  Holland.  He  had  even  af- 
ferted  that  to  his  knowledge  peace 
could  be  obtained,  and  that  much 
as  he  difliked  a  certain  noble  lord, 
he  would  even  confent  to  negociate 
for  him,  to  a£t  as  his  clerk,  and  to 
conclude  a  treaty.  What  had  been 
the  noble  lord’s  anfwer  ?  The  noble 
lord  replied,  that  u  he  would  not 
employ  a  negociator  whom  he  could 
not  truft.”  This  offer  and  this  re¬ 
jection  were  memorable;  yet  men 
fo  entirely  hoftile  a  few  months  ago 
had  united,  and  were  about  to  vote 
againft  the  prefent  addrefs. 

After  attacking  the  coalition,  his  1 
lordftiip  defended  the  treaties.  He 
faid  that  if  a  peace  had  not  been  ob¬ 
tained,  our  poffeffions  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  muft  have  been  loft  for  ever ; 
as  that  madman,  governor  Haft- 
ings  had  thrown  every  thing  into 
hazard  by  undertaking  the  Maratta 
war.  The  articles  of  the  proviiion- 
al  treaty  with  the  United  States  he 
extolled  as  the  leaft  likely  to  create 
future  uneafinefs.  He  admired  the 
commercial  ftipulations  in  it,  that 
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creditors  on  either  fide  ffiould  meet 
no  impediment  in  the  recovery  of 
their  juft  claims.  He  was  perfuad- 
ed  that,  with  regard  to  the  loyalifts, 
the  minlftry  had  done  every  thing 
within  the  compafs  of  their  power. 
He  called  upon  the  houfe  to  recoi¬ 
led  that  Mr.  Fox  had  once  faid  that 
lie  had  a  peace  in- his  pocket ,  He  did 
not  know  what  might  be  the  articles 
of  that  peace  ;  but  he  was  fure  that 
the  work  of  the  miniftry  would,  on 
a  comparifon,  be  found  to  be  far 
more  mafterly. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked  the  re¬ 
flexions  which  had  been  thrown  out 
againft  the  coalition  of  lord  North 
and  Mr,  Fox  j  and  pointed  out  as 
fomething  more  Angular,  the  inti¬ 
mate  alliance  which  had  been  form¬ 
ed  between  the  lord  advocate,  the 
raoft  pledged  fupporter  of  the  high 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  Mr, 
'Pitt,  the  leader  of  the  popular  ad¬ 
vocates  for  a  parliamentary  reform. 
He  doubted  not  the  convenience  of 
the  principles  of  the  learned  lord* 
They  could  perpetually  fluctuate 
with  his  intereft.  It  mattered  not 
to  him  whether  he  was  to  advance 
the  prerogative,  or  to  a 61  to  its 
overthrow,  in  thefe  oppofite'  lines 
of  conduct  he  could  preferve  his 
confiftency.  For  his  uniform  object 
Was  himfelf. 

To  apply,  continued  Mr,  Sheri¬ 
dan,  hypothetical  notions  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox  on  the 
fubjedf  of  a  peace  was  unfair  ;  and 
to  draw  inferences  from  fuch  an  ap¬ 
plication  was  prepofterous.  There 
was  a  proper  and  manly  method  of 
acting  which  might  be  retorted  to. 
The  correlpondence  and  inftructions 
to  Mr,  Grenville  while  at  Paris  were 
ftlll  extant,  and  might  be  confulted. 
Such  a  eonfultation,  however,  would 
hot  redound  to  the  honour  of  the 
prefent  mil 
the  idea  of 
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riftry,  as  it  would  unfold 
making  a  peace  very  diT 


ferent  from  the  afticies  concluded 
upon.  It  would  (how that  Mr.  Fox- 
never  meant  to  make  a  Angle  con* 
ceifion  to  the  info  lent  ambition  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 

Mr.  Sheridah  touched  upon  the 
Unreafonablenefs  of  being  called  to 
approve  a  peace,  in  which  the  ne- 
gociations  were  not  fully  produced. 
For  no  terms  with  Holland,  which 
was  a  principal  party  in  the  confe¬ 
deracy,  had  yet  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  ;  and  what  could  be  conjectur¬ 
ed  with  regard  to  them,  when  thd 
articles  of  accommodation  with  the 
other  powers  were  fo  wildly  unjuft 
and  improper,  it  was  not  difficult 
to  forefee.  The  miniftry  were  the 
enemies  of  their  country.  Their  tranf* 
actions  were  an  infult  on  the  fpirit  of 
a  free  people ;  and  an  ignominious 
capitulation  of  the  glory  and  inte- 
refts  of  a  powerful  kingdom. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  confined  him* 
lelf  to  an  examination  of  the  articles 
of  peace  concerning  the  Eaft  Indies* 
He  affirmed  that  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  were  by  no  means  averfe  front 
facilitating  the  peace.  To  the  com- 
.pany  the  ceffation  of  Iioftilities  was 
a  defirable  objedft;  He  objedted  not 
to  the  reftoration  of  Chandenagor 
and  the  French  fettlements  in  Ben* 
gal ;  becaufe  the  more  extensively 
that  trade  was  encouraged  in  that 
country,  the  more  advantage  would 
relult  to  the  Eaft  India  company 4 
who  were  in  the  pofifelfion  of  the  ter¬ 
ritorial  revenues.  But  he  confeffed 
that  he  would  gladly  have  feerJ  this 
article  of  the  treaty  Under  a  guarded 
and  anxious  form  of  expreffion.  It 
ought  definitively  to  have  been  de¬ 
clared  that  no  fortifications  wCre  to 
be  erected  at  Chandenagor,  and 
that  no  troops  farther  than  were  ne* 
ceffary  for  police  fhould  be  received 
into  it.  But  he  at  the  fame  time 
acknowledged,  that  when  he  took 
into  coofieteration  the  ftate  of  the 
Q  «omjpaj8/ 
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company  at  Bengal,  he  did  not  fee 
any  danger  from  the  article  in  quef- 
tion  as  it  now  flood.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  ditch  with  which  Chandena- 
gor  was  to  be  furrounded,  it  was 
underflood  to  be  a  drain  ;  and  it 
Would  furely  be  a  flrange  over  light 
if  that  fhould  be  permitted  to  grow 
into  a  fortification. 

As  to  the  free  and  independent 
trade  given  to  the  French  in  India, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher  did  not  perceive 
that  atiey  danger  could  arife  from  the 
Indefinite  language  in  which  it  was 
bellowed.  For  it  certainly  ought 
to  be  interpreted  to  be  fuch  as  the 
French  had  carried  on  during  the 
lad  peace  ;  and  what  that  was  could 
be  alcertained  without  any  difficulty 
by  the  records  of  the  company. 

Neither  did  he  objeCt  to  the  re¬ 
do  rat  ion  of  Pondicherry  and  Kari- 
cal ;  and  as  to  the  additional  dif- 
triCts  to  be  ceded  with  them  they 
belonged  not  to  the  company,  but 
to  native  princes  of  India.  The 
ceffion  of  thefe  places  was  not  con- 
liderable,  and  would  be  eafiiy  pro¬ 
cured  by  the  good  offices  of  the 
company.  As  to  Mahe  and  the 
comptoir  at  Surat,  they  were  redo- 
rations  of  dill  inferior  confequence; 
the  former  being  a  garrifon  in  the 
territories  of  Hyder  Ally ;  and  the 
latter  a  mere  trading  houfe  in  the 
city  of  Surat* 

Mr*  Fox  now  rofe,  and  pointed 
out  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  his  fltu- 
ation.  He  was  fuppofed  to  be  ac¬ 
tuated  by  motive*  of  perfonal  ani- 
mofity,  and  to  be  hodile  to  the  peace 
from  principles  of  envy,  of  jea- 
loufy,  and  of  ambition.  Thefe  ob¬ 
jections,  however,  did  not  apply 
to  him  ;  and  thofe  who  knew  him 
bed  would  be  ever  ready  to  contra¬ 
dict  them.  As  for  the  opinion  of 
men  who  greedily  embraced  every 
prejudice  that  was  circulated  to  his 
iifad vantage,  and  who  were  happy 


in  fwallowing  the  calumnies  whick 
were  propagated  agaitid  him,  it  was 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  him.  It 
was  triumphantly  urged  againd 
him,  that  he  had  expreffed  an  in* 
clination  for  peace.  He  had  fo  s 
but  his  inclination  was  never  di¬ 
rected  to  a  peace  like  the  prefent. 
The  minidry  had  the  audacity  to 
boaft  of  their  negotiations ;  and  yet 
the  peace  they  had  produced  was 
more  calamitous,  more  dreadful, 
and  more  ruinous  than  even  war 
could  be.  It  gave  a  fatal  wound  to 
the  drength,  the  credit,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  nation.  If  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  treafury  he  had 
fucceeded  to  a  miracle.  But  he 
could  not  poffibly  impute  to  him  fo 
much  wickedneis.  He  had  other 
views.  He  might  think  that  his  fi~ 
tuation  depended  upon  peace ;  and 
that  this  was  the  bed  method  to  fix 
himfelf  in  a  dation  which  he  had 
not  attained  by  the  faired  means, 
and  in  which  he  was  not  fupported 
by  the  firmed  bottom.  In  thefe 
expectations,  however,  his  lordfhip 
had  deceived  himfelf.  He  had  pur- 
fued  his  objeCt  with  a  narrow  po¬ 
licy  ;  and  the  peace  he  had  con¬ 
cluded,  indead  of  being  profperous 
to  him,  would  haden  his  degrada¬ 
tion. 

To  the  objeClion  againd  Mr.  Fox 
by  the  lord  advocate,  that  he  had 
talked  of  having  a  peace  in  his 
pocket,  it  was  anfwered  by  him  ex¬ 
plicitly,  that  he  had  never  ufed  fuch 
language.  He  acknowledged  that 
he  had  averred  that  there  were  per- 
fons  in  this  country  who  were  em¬ 
powered  by  congrefs  to  treat  of 
peace  with  America;  and  he  could 
prove  his  affertion.  The  faCt  was 
not  known  to  him  alone.  The  per- 
fons  he  alluded  to  had  actually  mad® 
applications  to  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  to  lord  Keppel,  and  to  lord 
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John  Cavendifh.  The  authority  of 
fuch  men  was  not  to  be  trifled  with  ; 
and  while  the  learned  lord  fported 
wantonly  with  a  fabt  which  could 
not  be  confuted*  he  had  given  way 
to  the  audacity  of  calling  upon  him 
to  produce  the  peace  he  had  project¬ 
ed,,  His  clamour  was  loud  and  fri¬ 
volous.  The  peace  he  had  alluded 
to  fo  injudicioufly  was  in  office,  and 
at  the  command  of  the  cabinet  mi- 
niftry  of  the  crown*  It  was  ready 
for  production ;  and  a  very  flight 
observation  would  demonflrate  that 
k  was  framed  on  principles  effen- 
tially  different  from  thofe  of  the 
prefent  negociations,  He  was  not 
capable  of  adviling  his  fovereign  to 
fubmit  to  articles  fo  difgraceful  and 
humiliating. 

He  had  been  accufed  of  having 
formed  an  Union  with  a  noble  lord 
whofe  principles  he  had  oppofed  for 
feveral  years  of  his  life.  But  the 
grounds  of  their  opposition  were  re¬ 
moved*  and  he  did  not  conceive  it 
to  be  honourable  to  keep  up  aniino- 
fitles  forever.  He  was  happy  at  all 
times  to  have  a  proper  opportunity 
to  bury  his  refentments ;  and  it  was 
the  wifli  of  his  heart  that  his  friend- 
ihips  fliould  never  die.  The  Ame¬ 
rican  war  was  the  fource  of  his  dif- 
agreement  with  the  noble  lord  j  and 
that  caufe  of  enmity  being  now  no 
more,  it  was  wife  and  fit  to  put  an 
end  to  the  ill  will,  the  animofity, 
the  rancour,  and  the  feuds  which  it 
engendered.  It  was  a  fatisfadion 
to  him  to  apply  the  appellation  of 
friend  to  the  noble  lord.  'He  had 
found  him  honourable  as  an  enemy  ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  of  his  opennefs 
and  fincerity  as  a  friend.  It  was 
iiot  in  an  intercourfe  with  fuch  a 
perfon  that  he  was  to  difcover  the 
tricks,  the  ffratagems,  and  the  fub- 
terfuges  which  he  had  experienced 
in  others.  Candour  and  honour 
were  principles  of  union  and  confi- 
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dence ;  but  paltry  manoeuvres  arid 
endlefs  habits  of  fufpicion  lead  to 
diflraClion  and  variance,  and  de-^ 
grade  alike  the  politician  and  the 
mam 

The  learned  lord  who  had  itm 
prudently  been  fo  laviffi  of  hi$ 
charges,  had  once  been  the  obedb* 
ent  friend  of  the  noble  perfon  in  the 
blue  ribband :  and  with  what  view 
had  he  deferted  him  ?  He  had  for¬ 
merly  approved  his  fyflein  when  it 
was  calamitous  and  Unjiift;  and 
did  he  now*  from  a  fpirlt  of  fyflein, 
avoid  him  when  his  line  of  conduct 
was  more  meritorious  ?  The  fiiax- 
ims  adopted  by  the  ieariied  lord  Wer£ 
not  unknown ;  arid  no  virtuous 
ftatefman  could  poffibly  approve  of 
them.  They  taught  him  to  fubmit 
to  perpetual  variations  of  his  fenti- 
ments ;  and  to  go  decidedly  into  the 
views  of  rhiniilers  whatever  they 
might  be.' 

It  was  remarked  by  Mr.  Fox* 
that  he  meant  hot  td  Conceal  the 
part  he  had  adied  with  Holland. 
His  letter  was  public  ;  and  bis  fentb 
ments  could  not  be  mifunderftood«s 
The  Dutch  having  been  plunged  in-* 
to  a  war  without  a  ferious  caufe* 
it  was  his  opinion,  that  they  might 
have  been  withdrawn  from  it  by  lb 
beral  offers  of  peace.  But  liticfc 
thefe  oilers  were  rejedled,  and  they 
had  behaved  with  Katightinefs,  ’si 
new  fituationwasptoduce’d;  ahd  they 
ought  to  be  puniftled  for  their  info* 
lence.  They  had  forfeited  every 
title  to  favour;  and  as  we  had  loft 
greatly. by  the  war,  it  would  have* 
been  right  to  have  provided  a  tfy* 
compence  to  us  in  the  pofleffion  of 
Trincomale  and  other  objects*  A 
rumour  had  gone  forth  that  this 
claim  was  to  be  abandoned  ;  and  if 
it  Was,  there  would  nothing  be 
wanting  to  render  the  prefent  peace 
the  moft  dilaflrous  and  humiliating 
that  had  ever  dtlgraced  any  country* 
£  3?  Quy 
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Our  condition,  of  late,  had  been 
improved  ;  our  navy  was  increafed  : 
we  had  a  commanding  force  in  the 
Well  Indies :  the  American  war, 
the  mill-llone  that  hung  upon  our 
necks,  was  gone ;  and  victories  of 
the  moil  brilliant  kind  had  recover¬ 
ed  to  our  nation  its  natural  high 
tone  of  thinking  and  a£lkig.  In  the 
moment  when  We  might  indulge  in 
fair  expectation  and  hope,  we  were 
about  to  be  ruined  by  the  impolicy 
and  imprudence  of  ftatefmen,  who 
podeded  no  talents  for  negociation. 
In  the  ardour  to  conclude  pacific 
negociations,  it  would  feem  that  fa- 
crifices  the  moll  improper  wereto  be 
made.  Every  thing  was  to  be  done 
on  the  principle  of  conceffion.  There 
were  no  reciprocal  deputations.  Our 
cedions  were  infinite  ;  the  llab  given 
to  our  commerce  was  deep  and  fa¬ 
tal  ;  and  our  glory  was  tarnifhed  in 
a  manner  the  moll  difgraceful  and 
obnoxious. 

Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  defended  the 
motion  for  an  addrefs )  and  remark¬ 
ed  that  the  clamours  againft  the 
peace  were  noify  in  proportion  to 
their  injullice.  It  was  natural  that 
men  who  complained  without  caufe 
Ihould  endeavour  to  be  conliderable 
by  the  intemperance  of  their  lan¬ 
guage.  The  refolutions  of  thehoufe 
of  commons  had  bound  miniflers  to 
recognize  the  independency  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  this  obligation  took  away 
from  them  the  ground  of  advantage 
ia  negotiating,,  Yet  in  the  prefent 


peace  there  was  no  conceffion  fo  dr* 
grading  as  the  language  which  had 
been  employed  in  a  certain  letter  to 
the  Dutch.  The  cry  was  then  for 
peace  for  a  year,  or  fora  day.  Nor 
had  the  Hate  of  things  changed  f© 
completely  as  that  what  was  defirable 
then  Ihould  not  now  be  an  objeCt  of 
importance  and  acquifition.  But, 
indeed,  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man,  who  had  been  fo  kind  to  the 
Dutch,  was  no  longer  in  any  high 
place.  This  was  a  material  altera¬ 
tion,  an^  might  account  for  his  be¬ 
haviour  at  that  time,  and  in  the 
prefent  hour.  He  conceived  that 
from  the  relative  fituation  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  their  drength, 
their  refources,  their  wants,  their 
objects,  and  their  profpects,  it  was 
indifpenfably  necelfary  that  we 
Ihould  have  peace ;  and  to  him  it 
appeared  that  the  terms  procured 
were  fair  and  advantageous.  He 
endeavoured  to  defend  the  articles 
concerning  the  Canadian  bound¬ 
aries,  the  filhery  ofNewfoundland, 
the  ceffion  of  the  Floridas,  and  the 
abandonment  of  the  loyatids.  And 
he  hoped  that  all  unreafonable  and 
invidious  fchemes  of  oppoiition 
would  be  dropped  in  a  .feafon  when 
they  might  prove  fo  dedru&ive  to 
the  nation. 

Some  farther  debate  took  place  ; 
and  when  the  houfe  divided  the  mi¬ 
ni  dry  were  defeated  ;  there  appear¬ 
ing  for  the  amendment  a  majority 

©f  2.?4  tO  2Q8<r 


C  H  A  P* 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


C  H  A 

ffla*vy  Papers*  Conjideration  of  the 
propofcd  by  Lord  John  CanjendiJh , 
carried  by  Oppojition . 

^T^HE  defeat  of  the  minider  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  on 
the  fubject  of  the  addrefs  to  the 
throne,  was  a  topic  of  univeral  con- 
verfation ;  and  was  confidered  as  a 
prognodic  of  his  approaching  fall. 
It  was  of  fuch  a  nature  that  it  was 
neceiTary  to  he  followed  up  by  fome 
other  proceeding.  It  was  immedi¬ 
ately  perceived  that  this  meafure 
would  be  a  public  notification  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  peace  ;  and,  as 
preparatory  to  this  Hep,  captain 
Luttrell  called-  for  the  production  of 
forne  official  papers  refpeCting  the 
navy.  Upon  his  motion  it  was  or¬ 
dered  by  the  commons  that  there 
fhould  be  laid  before  them  :  4C  i .  An 
account  of  all  his  majedy’s  fhips  and 
veflels  of  war  that  were  in  ordinary 
or  harbour  fervice,  on  the  21ft  day 
of  March  1782,  in  the  ports  of 
Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Chatham, 
or  Sheernefs.  2.  An  account  of 
the  date  and  condition  of  the  fhips 
and  vedfels  of  war  employed  imhome 
fervice,  agreeably  to  the  lad  weekly 
ftatements  preceding  the  21ft  day  of 
March  1782.  3.  An  account  of 

the  condition  of  the  fhips  and  vef¬ 
fels  of  war  on  foreign  fervice,  and 
on  the  coaft  of  Scotland  and  Ire¬ 
land,  according  to  the  lad' accounts 
received  at  the  Admiralty  from  the 
commanders  in  chief  on  the  feveral 
Rations  abroad,  or  from  the  fenior 
officer  of  any  fquadron  of  king’s 
Rips  on  foreign  dations,  and  on  the 
coads  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  weekly  returns  of  the 
Beared  date  to  the  2 1  d  of  March, 
1782.  And  4.  Copies  of  the  cor- 
refpojxdcnce  between  the  fenior  ofd- 
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Debates  upon  them .  The  Divijion  is 

cer  of  his  majedy’s  fhips  in  the  Bay 
of  Honduras,  and  the  merchant 
traders,  inhabitants,  and  Indian 
chiefs,  between  the  month  of  Sep* 
tember  1779?  and  the  month  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  following,  as  the  fame  were 
tranfmitted  by  Sir  Peter  Parker  to 
the  board  of  Admiralty.” 

The  commons,  foon  af- 
ter  this  order  was  made, 
were  called  upon  by  lord  John  Caven* 
diffi  to  bedew  their  attention  upon 
the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  peace. 
He  obferved  to  them,  that  an  opi¬ 
nion  had  been  founded  abroad  that 
the  majority  for  the  amendment  on 
the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  throne 
had  actually  voted  againd  the  peace. 
It  was  obvious,  however,  from  the? 
language  of  the  amendment,  that  no 
idea  of  this  kind  waj  ever  entertain¬ 
ed  ;  and  it  was  natural  to  conclude 
that  this  report  had  arifen  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  faction.  It  was  proper 
therefore  to  contradict  it ;  and  with 
this  view  he  had  framed  one  of  the 
refolutions  which  he  now  held  in  his 
hand.  It  was  his  clear  opinion, 
that  the  relative  fituation  or  affairs 
of  this  country,  and  of  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers  was  a  foundation  which 
would  fupport  him  in  affirming,  that 
the  peace  was  inadequate  to  what 
we  were  entitled  to  expeCt.  The 
three  treaties  were  difgraced  by 
conceffions  which  we  could  have  re¬ 
dded,  and  to  which  no  confent 
fhould  ever  have  been  given.  We 
had  the  dominion  of  the  leas  in  the 
Wed  Indies  and  America.  The  re¬ 
lief  of  Gibraltar  was  a  demonftra- 
tion  that  we  were  able  not^only  to 
defend  our  coads  and  protest  our 
C  3  trade* 


BRITISH  AND 


trpde,  but  that  we  could  meet  the 
united  fleets  of  France  and  Spain. 
It  is  true  that  our  finances  were  in  a 
reduced  date,  But  the  finances  ol 
our  enemies  were  at  lead  in  a  fitua? 
tion  equally  if  not  more  alarming. 
Ourfu  period  ty  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  ought  to  have  induced  the  mi? 
n i dry  to  have  (hewn  greater  pi  ide  and 
fpirit  in  their  negociations.  fie  had 
drawn  five  refo}utions,  which  were  of 
the  following  import,  44  i.  That  in 
conlideration  of  the  public  faith, 
which  ought  to  he  prefervea  inviol¬ 
able,  his  faithful  commons  will  fup- 
port  his  majedy  in  rendering  firm  and 
permanent  the  peace  to  be  concluded 
definitively  in  confequence  of  the  pro- 
•yiiional  treaty,  and  the  preliminary 
articles,  z,  That,  in  concurrence  with 
his  majedy’s  paternal  regard  for  his 
people,  they  will  employ  theirbefl en¬ 
deavours  to  improve  the  bleffings  of 
peace  to  the  advantage  of  his  crown 
and  fubjeCSs.  3.  That  his  majedy, 
tin  acknowledging  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  veded  in  him 
by  the  aCtof  the  lad  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament  44  to  enable  his  majedy  to 
conclude  a  peace,  or  truce,  with 
certain  colonies  in  North  America,” 
has  aCted  as  the  circumdances  of  af¬ 
fairs  indilputably  required,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  lenfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  4.  That  the  conceldons  made 
to  the  adverfaries  of  Great  Britain 
by  the  provisional  treaty  and  preli¬ 
minary  articles,  are  greater  than 
they  were  entitled  to,  either  from 
the  adlual  fituation  of  their  refpeCiive 
podedions,  or  from  their  compara¬ 
tive  drength.  And  5.  That  they 
would  take  the  cafe  of  the  loyalids 
Into  pondderation,  and  admmider 
fuch  relief  as  their  conduCt  and  ne- 
ceffity  Should  be  found  to  merit.” 

His  lordlhip  obferved,  that  indead 
pf  diredfly  pitting  thefe  refolptions, 
had  fepep  QWP  Wj  intention  ttf 


have  moved  for  papers  to  afford  the 
fulled  information  relative  to  the 
treaties,  and  to  have  fuggefted  a  very 
minute  invedigation  into  them.  But, 
OP  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter, 
it  appeared  that  the  notoriety  of  our 
condition,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
previoudy  to  the  Signing  of  the  trea¬ 
ties,  joined  to  the  explicitnefs  of  the 
treaties  themfelves,  were  fufficient 
and  warrantable  authorities  for  the 
refolptions  he  had  ventured  to  pro? 
pole.  But  he  acknowledged  that 
he  would  willingly  podpone  his  re- 
folutions  if  the  miniders  had  any 
defire  to  throw  farther  light  upop 
the  treaties,  by  the  production  of 
papers,  or  thought  that  they  could 
by  this  method  evince  that  the  con? 
ceflions  they  had  made  to  the  adver¬ 
faries  of  Great  Britain  were  un¬ 
avoidable,  and  driCtly  adequate  tcj 
its  fituation. 

Mr.  St.  John  feconded  his  lord- 
fhip,  and  was  drenuous  in  his  cen- 
fures  of  the  peace.  Mr.  fecretary 
Town  friend  rofe  to  fupport  govern? 
ment ;  and  while  he  ailowred  that 
lord  John  Cavendifh  was  a  perfon  of 
the  greateil  candour,  he  confeded 
that  the  idea  had  gone  abroad  that 
the  peace  was  abandoned  and  re  pro? 
bated  by  parliament*  He  consider¬ 
ed  this  idea  as  of  a  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  ;  and  was  a  pp  rehen  five  led 
it  fhould  circulate  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  didurb  the  future  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negociations,  He  was 
forry  that  a  noble  lord,  whofe  cha¬ 
racter  he  admired,  had  propofed 
the  refoiutions  he  had  heard.  But 
as  it  was  his  intention  to  give  as  lit¬ 
tle  trouble  as  podible  to  the  houfe, 
fie  would  obferve,  that  it  was  not 
his  meaning  to  oppofe  the  fird,  the 
fecond,  or  the  third  refoiutions.  But 
he  would  own  that  he  was  hodile  to 
the  fourth,  becaufe  it  conveyed  p 
direCt  cenfure  upon  miniders,  vi II- 
fiecl  the  peace,  and  would  offend  th$ 


FOREIGN 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y. 


Foreign  powers,  who  were  parties  to 
it.  The  fifth  refolution  he  affirmed 
was  alfo  infinitely  difagreeable  to 
him,  as  he  forefavv  many  pernicious 
confequences  that  would  flow  from 
it.  The  alarm  it  would  give  to  the 
congrefs  would  undoubtedly  be 
attended  with  the  deilruftion  of  the 
recommendations  it  was  pledged  to 
bellow  in  favour  of  the  loyalills, 
Thefe  unhappy  men  would  find  that 
it  would  infufe  a  new  bitternefs  into 
their  condition.  For  that  while  it 
was  eafy  in  general  to  excite  the  jea- 
loufies  and  lufpicions  of  contracting 
communities,  it  would  be  Hill  more 
fo  with  regard  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  from  the  novelty  of 
their  fituation,  and  their  confequent 
inexperience  in  the  conducting  of 
treaties  and  negociations. 

To  the  houfe  it  clearly  appeared 
that  the  firfl  and  fecond  refolutions 
wc  *e  founded  in  the  ftriftell  pro¬ 
priety.  Accordingly,  they  were 
j*e?peftively  put,  and  carried  with- 
nu  the  opposition  of  one  diflenting 
v.dce.  Upon  the  third  Sir  William 
Do  ben  anxioufly  exprefled  his 
Co  ibts  as  to  the  powers  vefted  in 
hi  majelly  for  granting  independ* 
ence  to  America.  Fie  defired  to 
know  whether  the  independence  of 
America  and  its  alienation  from 
Great  Britain  had  taken  place  from 
tlu  prerogative  royal,  by  flatute,  or 
in  confequence  of  the  aft  of  the  laft 
felUon,  of  which  it  was  the  objeft 
to  facilitate  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities 
with  America.  He  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  that  the  king  had  any  title  by 
his  prerogative  to  give  away  any  of 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  he  had  never  heard  of  any  fta- 
tute  which  had  invelled  him  with 
fo  i  ring  a  privilege.  As  to  the  aft 
cl  t  ae  lafl  feffion  he  had  confidered 
it  wit  h  an  extreme  attention  ;  and  he 
coy  id  not  difcover  the  fiighteft  trace 
ci  'Y  delegation  to  the  crown  that 


could  jullify  it  to  make  the  grant  of 
independency  to  America.  It  was 
the  purpofe  of  the  act  to  confer  an 
authority  upon  the  king  to  fufpend 
certain  ftatutes  in  the  view  of  con¬ 
cluding  a  peace;  but  it  invelled  him 
with  no  title  to  abdicate  the  fove- 
reignty  of  America,  or  to  make  a 
furrender  of  any  portion  of  his  do¬ 
minions. 

Mr.  Wallace  contended  that  the 
power  in  quellion  was  undoubtedly 
conferred  by  the  aft  alluded  to.  The 
aft  had  in  view  two  objects ;  a 
peace,  or  a  truce.  The  power  of 
repeal  with  regard  to  certain  afts  of 
parliament  had  a  reference  to  the 
former ;  and  the  power  of  fufpenfion 
Correfponded  with  the  latter.  The 
idea  of  making  a  peace  or  a  truce 
with  any  people  carries  with  it  by 
implication,  that  the  people  with 
whom  the  peace  or  truce  is  made  is 
a  fovereign  people.  For  a  king 
cannot  negociate  a  peace  or  a  truce 
with  his  fubjefts.  Now  the  aft  in 
quellion  was  exprefly  an  aft  to  en¬ 
able  his  majelly  to  make  a  peace  or 
a  truce  with  America.  Its  title 
therefore  was  even  an  evidence  that 
its  objeft  was  to  grant  independence 
to  it.  But  on  what  reality  of  foun¬ 
dation  could  any  doubt  on  this  fub- 
jeft  be  entertained,  fince  the  aft  in 
the  body  of  it  gave  a  power  to  the 
king  to  recognize  the  independency 
of  America!  any  law,  flatute,  mat¬ 
ter,  or  thing  to  the  contrary,  not* 
with  {landing. 

The  third  refolution,  after  fome 
farther  debate  being  carried,  lord 
John  Cavendilh  moved  his  fourth 
refolution,  which  conveyed  fo  point¬ 
ed  a  cenfure  againft  the  conceffions 
made  by  m millers  to  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain.  In  this  motion  he 
was  llrongly  oppofedby  Mr.  Powy£. 
This  member  declared  that  it  was 
with  the  moll  painful  feeling  that 
he  was  about  to  telli fy  his  difappro- 
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-ballon  of  die  conduct  of  a  noble 
lord,  whole  candour  he  admired, 
and  whofe  principles  he  revered. 
It  had  been  his  expectation,  that  a 
motion  would  have  been  made  for 
the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  to  take  into  ferious  Scru¬ 
tiny  and  deliberation  the  provisional 
and  preliminary  treaties,  To  urge 
upon  a  former  occahon  that  the  trea¬ 
ties  had  not  been  duly  considered, 
and  to  prefs  now  for  a  cenfure  upon 
the  peace,  appeared  to  him  to  be 
meafures  contradictory  to  good  fenfe 
and  reafon.  The  hopfe  was  not 
riper  now  than  it  had  been  a  few 
days  before  to  pronounce  decidedly 
upon  the  merit  or  the  negociations  ; 
and  would  it  proceed  to  a  meafure 
f>  bold,  without  having  before  it 
all  the  proper  papers  and  vouchers, 
which  were  neceffary  to  direCt  its 
judgement  ? 

hie  by  no  means  approved  of 
many  articles  of  the  peace.  But 
taking  its  advantages  and  disadvan¬ 
tages  together,  he  was  fure  that  the 
ministers  who  had  made  it  deferved 
thanks.  They  had  broken  a  con¬ 
federacy  which  had  nearly  ruined 
us.  There  were  reafons  to  apprehend 
that  the  resolutions  of  the  houfe 
might  flrake  the  peace.  The  idea 
might  reach  the  continent  that  parlia¬ 
ment  was  hoftile  to  it.  Our  enemies 
might  keep  up  an  armed  neutrality  ; 
and'  in  that  cafe  the  war  establish¬ 
ments  muft  be  upheld.  An  im- 
menfe  expence  would  thus  necef- 
Tarily  be  incurred  by  us.  It  was  his 
with  that  foreign  courts  knew  as 
well  as  it  was  understood  here,  that 
the  prelent  contentions  had  not  in 
view  the  interruption  of  the  peace, 
but  the  overthrow  of  the  minister. 
It  was  a  matter  of  little  concern  that 
the  firft  lord  of  the  tr^afury  Should 
remain  in  office.  But  it  was  a  re¬ 
gret  to  hint  to  obferve  that  a  moil 


ed  into  to  overfet  him.  It  was  pof- 
libie  that  fome  alloy  might  be  ufe- 
ful  to  make  the  political  coin  dur¬ 
able  for  currency  ;  but  a  care  ought 
to  prevail  not  to  debafe  it  entirely. 
He  approved  the  principle  of  virtue 
which  had  Shone  forth  in  a  former 
administration ;  and  he  could  not 
bear  to  fee  its  luilre  tarniShed  by  a 
connedlion  which  ought  of  all  others 
to  have  been  avoided  with  the  moll 
fcrupulous  anxiety. 

j^ord  John  CavendiSh  advifed  his 
honourable  friend  not  to  permit  his 
wit  to  outrun  his  judgment ;  and 
afSured  him  that  he  would  have  va¬ 
lued  his  compliments  more,  if  they 
had  been  lei s  accompanied  with  far- 
cairns  againfl  a  certain  coalition* 
His  lordship  begged  that  gentlemen 
would  recollect  the  agitated  State  of 
parties  in  the  year  175;/.  At  that 
period  one  administration  Succeeded 
rapidly  to  another  ;  and  in  a  SeaSon 
moft  urgent  and  critical  the  country 
might  be  faid  to  have  been  without 
a  government  for  nearly  eight 
months.  In  this  emergency  men  ot 
all  parties  perceived  the  necefffiy  o 
uniting.  The  Salvation  and  pro¬ 
sperity  of  the  country  were  efa  e ru¬ 
ed  principles  more  honourable  than 
the  felfifhnefs  of  faction.  Private 
animosities  were  laid  afide;  and  ou» 
of  a  variety  of  parties  an  admmi 
St  ration  was  feledted  which  carried 
the  national  glory  to  its  higtieil 
pitch.  The  prefent  juncture  of  ai- 
fairs  called  for  fuch  an  union.  It 
was  only  by  the  concurring  effot  ts 
of  eminent  and  able  men  that  Great 
Britain  was  now  to  recover  her 
greatnefs.  The  coalition,  fe  inju¬ 
riously  reprobated,  gave  him  the 
moft  extreme  pleafuve.  It  had  m 
view  the  glory  of  the  nation  ;  and 
it  poSTelfed  the  requisites  to,  promote 
it.  He  extolled  in  a  high  degree 
the  talents  of  the  perfons  who  fieri-. 


mmatural  coalition  had  been  enter-  Seed  their  refentments  for  the  -uti- 
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11  ty  of  their  country  ;  and  while  he 
remarked  with  regard  to  one  of 
them,  that  though  the  hate  of  his 
fortune  made  the  attainment  of  high 
fjtuation  as  deli  fable  to  him  as  his 
fuperior  and  brillhmt  abilities  quali¬ 
fied  him  for  it,  his  difintereftednefs 
was  yet  fo  determined  that  he  had 
abandoned  place  and  power,  and 
every  thing  that  his  ambition  could 
covet,  rather  than  ait  with  dupli¬ 
city.  As  to  the  articles  of  the  peace, 
which  fome  members  were  difpofed 
to  approve  upon  the  whole,  he  would 
venture  to  fay,  that  no  good  and  in¬ 
telligent  citizen  could  be  found, 
who  would  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart  and  ferioufly  pronounce  that 
it  was  fuch  a  one  as  under  the  rela¬ 
tive  circa m fiances  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  enemies,  ought  to  have 
been  concluded. 

Mr.  Fox  argued,  that  a  cenfure 
of  the  peace  did  not  imply  a  difpo- 
fition  to  continue  the  war ;  and  he 
recalled  to  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
that  one  of  the  refoiutions  which 
had  been  moved  exprefled  their  re- 
folute  determination  to  fupport  pa¬ 
cific  meafures.  The  prefent  druggies 
were  termed,  moft  improperly,  a 
conteft  for  power.  For  it  was  fuf- 
fkiently  known  that  the  noble  lord 
who  had  brought  forward  the  refo- 
lution  which  prefied  upon  the  mi- 
nifter,  was  not  of  a  forward  and  am¬ 
bitious  nature.  Fie  was  rather  prone 
to  avoid  official  employment  than  to 
court  it.  But  if  indeed  no  rel'olu- 
tion  of  this  kind  had  been  thought 
of,  it  was  impoffibie  to  have  fcreen- 
ed  the  minifter  from  diferace.  For 

o 

the  articles  of  the  treaties  could  not 
fail  to  be  extenfively  read  ;  and  it 
was  impoffibie  to  mifapprehend 
them. 

The  abufe  thrown  upon  the  co¬ 
alition  of  parties  which  had  taken 
place  was  not  only  mean  but  ab- 
Iqrffi  To  ads  end  into  perfonalities 
© 
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was  at  all  times  odious ;  but  tp  in¬ 
dulge  them  to  the  difadvantage  of 
men  who  had  united  to  preferve  the 
conftitution  of  their  country,  was  a 
folecifm  of  which  the  wildnels  was 
prodigious.  An  individual  who  was 
inclined  to  be  directed  more  by  his 
own  temerity  and  didates  than  the 
maxims  of  public  virtue  or  the  ne- 
caffities  of  the  ftateft  had  invaded  the 
reins  of  government ;  and  there  ne¬ 
ver  was  a  junifure  that  of  confe- 
quence  called  more  loudly  for  co 
alitions.  The  Hate  being  about  to 
languifli  in  debility,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  recover  it  to  its  ancient  tone 
and  vigour.  He  had  made  no  con¬ 
nexions  of  which  he  was  afhamed. 
The  principles  of  his  friends  were 
the  prop  which  fora  longtime  pad 
had  reprefled  the  falling  glory  of  the 
nation.  To  their  virtues  he  had 
furrendered  his  private  opinions  and 
inclinations  ;  and  their  abilities 
claimed  his  admiration.  Their 
friendfhip  flattered  his  pride,  and 
was  a  guard  to  preferve  him  againft 
rafhnefs  and  temptation. 

That  his  conduit  had  loft  him 
the  approbation  and  concurrence  of 
fome  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had 
formerly  ailed,  was  a  circumftance 
which  imprefied  moft  fenfihly  his 
feelings.  But  while  he  had  ex¬ 
amined  with  a  rigorous  feverity  the 
tenor  of  his  actions,  he  could  find 
no  fubjeit  of  blame  ;  and  for  the 
painful  lofs  he  had  experienced  in 
his  friendfhips,  he  mu  ft  find  a  con- 
folation  in  the  purity  and  confiften- 
cy  of  his  intentions.  His  conduit 
alfo  was  fufficientiy  juftified  by  the 
example  of  others,  who  had  retired 
from  an  admin iftration  which  had 
no  principles  of  liability  and  con- 
neition  to  fupport  it  with  honour  to, 
itfeif,  and  welfare  to  the  people. 
But  while  he  abandoned  a  ftation 
where  he  could  not' continue  with¬ 
out  duplicity  j  he  was  ready  to  avow 
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that  he  was  defirous  of  mounting  to 
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an  eminence  which  might  flatter  his 
ambition,  promote  his  convenience, 
and  enable  him  to  exert  himfelf  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country*  Nor  on 
this  account  could  he  be  cenfured 
for  prefumption,  when  he  compar¬ 
ed  himfelf  with  fome  individuals, 
wbofe  pretenfions  to  confequence 
were  clamorous.  And  when  he  con¬ 
sidered  his  own  conduct  when  in  of¬ 
fice,  he  was  induced  to  believe  that 
he  would  hardly  be  fufpedted  of  va¬ 
nity  if  hefhould  hold  himfelf  out  as 
a  candidate  for  an  important  ftation 
in  the  new  arrangements,  which 
the  imprudence,  impolicy,  and  ne¬ 
glect  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  had  rendered  a  matter  of  indif- 
pen fable  necefiity. 

To  contend,  as  fome  have  done, 
that  the  ft  ate  of  our  navy  was  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  and  to  found  on  this  aftertion 
an  argument  for  the  peace,  was  chi¬ 
merical.  It  had  never  been  dif- 
patched  upon  a  fervice  to  which  it 
was  inadequate.  There  was  not  a 
ineafure  often  five  or  defenfive  to 
which  it  had  not  been  competent. 
Faffs  and  circumftances  notorious 
and  indifputable  were  againft:  the  af- 
fertion.  The  number  and  condition 
of  our  fhips  were  againft  it.  Nor 
would  lord  Keppel  have  refigned  his 
place,  becaufe  he  difapproved  of  the 
peace,  if  he  had  been  confcious  of 
our  naval  inability  for  war.  If  lie 
had  been  fenlible  that  the  condition 
of  our  navy  was  inadequate  to  the 
relative  fervice  of  war,  he  would 
have  approved  the  peace  ;  becaule 
lie  mull  have  feen  that  the  prolon¬ 
gation  of  the  war  would  have  de- 
iiroyed  his  country. 

It  might  indeed  be  impoftlble  to 
have  fubdued  America  ;  and  no 
doubt  it  was  our  error  to  have  com¬ 
menced  a  war  which  was  as  ridicu¬ 
lous  in  its  object  as  it  was  unjuft;  in 


its  principle.  But  America  being 
deftitute  of  refources  gave  us  an  ad¬ 
vantage  when  conlidered  relatively, 
as  fhe  was  in  alliance  with  France 
and  Spain.  For  if  hoftilities  had 
been  continued  we  might  have  with¬ 
drawn  our  troops  from  America, 
and  have  directed  our  entire  force 
againft:  France  and  Spain.  In  this 
cafe  what  glory  might  we  have  ex« 
peeled  to  gain  !  and  what  had  been, 
the  triumph  of  our  arms  if  we  had 
been  wife  enough  to  have  confined 
ourfelves  to  the  object:  of  a  naval 
war !  We  were  in  a  fituation  where 
able  negociators  might  have  obtain¬ 
ed  the  mo  ft  permanent  advantages 
to  our  illand. 

There  are  two  principles  of  ne¬ 
gociation  ;  the  one  is  that  of  uti  pof- 
Jidetis ;  the  other  that  of  reciprocal 
and  general  reftitution.  Reciprocal 
and  general  reftitution  gives  the  dl- 
redtion  to  a  treaty  of  peace  when 
the  contending  powers  have  reafons 
equally  urgent  for  terminating  the 
war.  It  is  then  their  intereft  to  re- 
ftore  mutually  to  each  other  what 
they  have  loft.  But  the  principle  of 
vii  pofidetis  governs  a  negotiation 
when  one  of  the  belligerent  powers 
is  the  conqueror,  it  is  fit  that  the 
inferior  ftate  fhould  fubmit  to  the 
lofs  of  their  pofteftions  ;  for  want¬ 
ing  power  they  allurne  not  tl\e.  pre¬ 
tence  of  demanding  reftitution.  Now 
in  the  prefent  negociation  we  have 
all  the  diflionour  of  the  uti  pojfidetis ^ 
were  it  againft  us,  and  all  the  dis¬ 
advantages  of  partial  not  reciprocal 
reftitution.  Our  adverfaries  might 
have  found  in  the  character  of  the 
minifter  an  advantage  for  negotiat¬ 
ing  which  exifted  not  in  the  ftate  of 
our  affairs.  They  muft  have  been 
fenlible  that  he  had  not  the  fupport 
and  confidence  which  are  necefiary 
to  invigorate  the  arm  of  war.  They 
muft  have  known  that  he  was  con¬ 
fcious  of  bis  totferipg  lituation ;  and; 
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with  their  ufual  penetration  they 
feized  the  happy  hour  in  making 
their  demands,  and  effedling  our  con- 
ceffions  and  humiliation. 

To  dwell  upon  our  conceflions 
was  mod:  painful.  The  enumera¬ 
tion  of  them  bad  been  orten  made, 
and  gave  rife  to  reflections  of  the 
deeped  anguilh.  The  idea  of  di- 
minibiingour  honour  and  greatnefs, 
at  an  hour  when  it  was  practicable 
to  hove  increafed,  or  at  lead  to  have 
preferred  them,  cannot  be  accept¬ 
able  to  men  of  integrity  and  pa- 
triotifm.  Is  there  an  individual  in 
this  houfe  that  would  give  his  un- 
biaffed  fupport  to  the  minider  ?  The 
fydem  of  government  blattered  to 
pieces  mud  be  brought  back  to  its 
natural  tone  of  powerful  exertion. 
The  obnoxious  part  of  the  prefent 
minidry  mud  be  removed.  By  this 
means  alone  the  lod  confidence  of 
the  people  is  to  be  regained  :  and 
let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  it  is  the 
Confidence  of  the  people  that  oils  all 
the  fprings  of  government.  The 
great  in tereds  of  the  nation  mud  be 
placed  upon  a  balls  which  can  fup- 
port  them.  It  is  by  a  coalition  of 
parties  that  this  bafis  is  to  be  form¬ 
ed.  Private  refentments  mud  give 
way  to  public  unanimity ;  and  ge¬ 
neral  and  drenuous  efforts  mud  be 
made  for  the  lalvation  of  our  coun¬ 
try. 

Mr.  Pitt  delivered  fentiments  of 
which  the  tendency  and  purpofe 
were  very  different.  After  deplor¬ 
ing  the  inconfidencies  of  party  vio¬ 
lence,  he  allowed  that  the  relative 
ffirength  and  refources  of  the  refpec- 
tive  powers  at  war  were  the  dan- 
dard  by  which  the  merits  of  the 
peace  ought  to  be  tried,  and  upon 
this  dandard  he  was  ready  to  prove 
that  the  peace  was  the  bed  that 
could  be  obtained.  It  was  in  vain 
to  boad  of  the  drength  of  our  navy. 
ffle  )iad  not  more  than  ope  hiindrpd 
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fail  of  the  line.  But  the  fleet  of 
France  and  Spain  amounted  nearly 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  blips  of 
the  line.  A  dedination  of  feventy- 
two  blips  of  the  line  was  to  have 
aCted  againd  Jamaica.  Admiral 
Pigot  had  only  forty-fix  fail  to  fup¬ 
port  it ;  and  it  was  a  favourite  max¬ 
im  of  many  members  of  this  houfe, 
that  defeniive  war  mud  terminate  in 
certain  ruin.  Jt  was  not  poffible 
that  admiral  Pigot  could  have  aided 
offeniively  againd  the  ibands  of  the 
enemy.  For  lord  Rodney,  when 
flubied  with  victory,  did  not  dare 
to  attack  them.  Would  admiral  Pi¬ 
got  have  recovered  by  arms  what; 
the  miniders  have  regained  by  ne- 
gociation  ?  With  a  fuperior  fleet 
againd  him,  and  in  its  fight,  is  it  to 
be  conceived  that  he  could  have  re¬ 
taken  Grenada,  Dominica,  St. 
Chriftophers,  Nevis,  and  Mont- 
ferrat  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not 
more  than  probable  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  Web  Indies  mud  have 
terminated  in  the  lol's  of  Jamaica  ? 

In  the  Ead  it  was  true  that  the 
fervices  of  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had 
been  highly  extolled.  But  he  could 
only  be  commended  for  a  merely 
defenfive  refidance.  Victory  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  out  of  the  quedion  ;  and  he 
had  not  been  able  to  prevent  th4 
difembarkation  of  a  powerful  Euro¬ 
pean  armament  which  had  joined 
itfelf  to  Hytler  Ally,  and  threaten¬ 
ed  the  defoiation  of  the  Carnatic. 
At  home  and  in  our  own  feas  the 
fleets  of  the  enemy  would  have  been 
nearly  double  to  ours.  We  might 
have  feized  the  intervals  of  their 
cruize,  and  paraded  the  Channel 
for  a  few  weeks.  But  that  parade 
would  have  only  ferved  to  difgrace 
us.  It  was  yet  the  only  achieve¬ 
ment  in  our  power.  For  to  have 
hazarded  an  engagement,  would 
have  been  equivalent  to  a  furrender 
qf  the  kipgdom? 
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Neither,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
Hate  of  our  army  to  be  conftdered 
as  formidable.  New  levies  could 
not  be  railed  in  a  depopulated  coun¬ 
try.  We  might  fend  upon  an  offen- 
five  fcheme  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  ; 
and  what  expectation  could  be  ex¬ 
cited  by  a  force  of  this  kind  ?  To 
have  withdrawn  troops  from  Ame¬ 
rica  was  a  critical  game.  There 
were  no  tranfports  in  which  they 
might  be  embarked  ;  and  if  it  had 
been  poffible  to  embark  them,  in 
what  miraculous  manner  were  they 
to  be  protected  againft  the  fleets  of 
the  enemy  ? 

As  to  our  finances  they  were  me¬ 
lancholy,  and  hardly  exhibited  one 
ray  of  comfort.  Let  the  immenfe 
extent  of  our  debts  be  weighed  ;  let 
cur  refources  be  cpnftdered  ;  and  let 
its  then  afk,  what  would  have  been 
the  cpnfequence  of  the  protraction 
of  the  war  ?  It  would  have  endan¬ 
gered  the  bankruptcy  of  public  faith  ; 
and  this  bankruptcy,  it  is  obvious, 
if  it  had  come  upon  us,  might  have 
diffolyed  all  the  ties  of  government, 
apd  in  its  convulfions  have  operated 
to  the  general  ruin. 

There  was  an  indecent  levity  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  peace  was  pronounced. 
To  accept  it,  or  to  continue  the 
war,  was  the  only  alternative  in  the 
power  of  minifters.  Such  was  the 
'ultimatum  of  France.  There  was 
a  time  when  we  could  have  dictated 
to  the  proudeft  of  our  enemies.  But 
that  sera  is  pa  fled  ;  and  the  fummit 
of  glory,  of  which  we  could  once 
vaunt,  is  now  but  a  vifion  and  a 
memory.  At  the  fame  time,  how¬ 
ever,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
peace  obtained  is  better  than  was 
lii-iied  to  the  lownefs  of  our  condi¬ 
tion.  We  have  acknowledged  the 
American  independence.  But  what 
is  that  but  an  empty  form  ?  The 
incapacity  of  the  minifter  who  con¬ 


duced  the  war,  a  ferles  of  unprof- 
perous  events,  and  a  vote  of  the 
houfe,  had  produced  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment.  We  have  ceded  Florida. 
But  have  we  not  obtained  the  iflands^ 
of  Providence  and  the  Bahamas  ? 
We  have  granted  an  extent  of  flfh- 
ery  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland. 
But  have  we  not  eflablifhed  an  ex¬ 
clusive  right  to  the  moft  valuable 
banks  ?  We  have  reflored  St.  Lu¬ 
cia,  and  given  up  Tobago.  But 
have  we  not  regained  Grenada,  Do¬ 
minica,  St.  Chriftophers,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat  ?  And  have' we  not 
refcued  Jamaica  from  inevitable 
danger.  In  Africa  we  have  given 
Goree.  But  Goree  was  the  grave 
of  our  countrymen ;  and  we  have 
fecured  Fort  James  and  the  river 
Gambia,  the  beft  and  the  root 
healthy  fettlement.  In  Europe  we 
have  relinquifhed  Minorca.  But 
ought  it  to  be  forgotten  that  Mi¬ 
norca  is  not  tenable  in  war,  and  that 
in  peace  it  mu  ft  be  fupported  at  a 
ruinous  expence  ?  We  have  per¬ 
mitted  the  reparation  of  the  port  of 
Dunkirk.  But  Dunkirk  could  only 
be  an  objeC  when  Blips  of  a  far  in¬ 
ferior  draught  to  the  prefent  were 
in  ufe.  The  change  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  naval  war  had  taken  away 
its  importance.  In  the  Eaft  Indies 
ceffions  have  been  made.  But  let  it 
it  be  remarked  that  thefe  ceffions  are 
inconfiderable  in  themfelves,  and 
could  not  be  protected  by  us  in  the 
event  of  hoftilities.  In  fine  it  is  ob¬ 
jected,  that  we  have  abandoned  the 
unhappy  loyalifts  to  their  impla¬ 
cable  enemies.  What  is  this  but  to 
impute  to  congrefs  by  anticipation  a 
violence  which  common  decency 
forbids  us  to  expeCt  ?  But  let  it  be 
conftdered  that  the  principle  of-  affift* 
ing  thefe  unfortunate  men  would 
not  have  ju  Allied  minifters  to  have? 
continued  the  war.  And  let  it  be 
confxdersd  that  a  continuation 
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$it  war  would  not  have  procured  whole  motion  was  before  the  houfe 
them  any  certain  indemnity.  The  had  been  made  on  principles  neither 
accumulation  of  our  diftreffes  muft  dilhonourable  to  themfelves,  nor 


have  added  to  theirs.  A  year  or 
two  hence  harder  terms  of  peace 
might  have  been  forced  upon  our 
acceptance.  Their  fate  then  muft 
have  been  defperate  indeed  S  But  as 
matters  are  fituated  there  are  hopes 
of  mercy  and  reconciliation. 

The  conditions  of  peace,  inftead 
©f  being  an  objeft  of  blame,  are  in- 
-titled  to  applaufe.  Nor  indeed  is 
the  noife  of  oppofttion  applied  fe- 
rioufly  to  them.  The  prefent  ftorm 
of  faction  has  in  view  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Treafury.  It  is 
to  overthrow  him  that  an  odious  co¬ 
alition  has  been  thought  of ;  and  if 
this  baneful  alliance,  if  this  ill 
omened  marriage  is  not  yet  folem- 
nized,  he  knew  of  a  legal  impedi¬ 
ment  againft  it,  and  forbad  the  banns 
in  the  name  of  the  public  fafety.  As 
for  him  ft  If  he  had  afted  with  the 
approbation  of  his  own  mind  ;  and 
though  he  had  no  title  to  defpife  the 
honeft  emoluments  of  office,  he  was 
ready  to  retire  without  a  ftgh  to  a 
private  ftation,  if  fuch  a  ftep  could 
contribute  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to 
foften  the  difquietudes  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  He  would  not  yield  to  any 
unhappy  diftate  of  difappointed  am¬ 
bition;  nor  endeavour  to  rear  up  a 
fortrefs  to  difturb  the  public  quiet. 
It  was  his  wifh  that  his  majefty’s 
councils  ftould  be  diredfed  by  wif- 
dom  and  virtue ;  and  if  the  crown 
was  indeed  to  be  ferved  by  men  of 
this  defeription,  he  would'  gladly 
beftow  upon  them  his  approbation. 

Lord  North  teftified  a  furprize  at 
the  criminations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  againft  him.  He  did 
not  repent  of  his  conduft  while  a 
minifter.  Confcious  of  his  own 
innocence,  he  was  bold  enough  to 
defy  either  cenfure  or  punifhment. 
His  coalition  with  the  nobie  lord 


difadvantageous  to  the  country. 
The  charafter  of  the  noble  lord  and 
his  public  difintereftednefs  were  uni- 
verfally  known,  and  univerfally  ex¬ 
tolled.  He  acknowledged  that  Mr* 
Fox  had  appeared  long  againft  him, 
and  had  exercifed  his  eloquence  to 
his  prejudice.  But  though  ftrong 
expreffions  might  be  mutually 
thrown  out  in  the  heat  and  ardour 
of  debate,  it  did  not  follow  that  their 
public  hoftility  was  to  laft  for  ever, 
and  to  furvive  the  canfe  which  had 
occafioned  it.  He  refpefted  the 
political  integrity  of  the  honourable 
gentleman ;  and  as  a  friend  he  was 
fure  that  he  would  find  him  to  be 
firm,  manly,  and  honeft.  As  an 
enemy  he  had  experienced  him  to  be 
very  formidable  indeed  !  And  any 
minifter  whom  he  chofe  to  oppofe, 
would  doubtlefs  be  impreffed  with  a 
limilar  opinion.  But  while  he  was 
proud  of  the  coalition  to  which  he 
had  been,  invited,  it  fhould  be  un¬ 
derflood,  that  he  was  not  in  confe- 
quence  to  make  any  facrifice  of  his 
public  principles,  or  to  aft  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  inconfiftently  with 
his  charafter.  Amidft  other  ca¬ 
lumnies  thrown  out  againft  hir% 
he  had  been  accufed  of  being  an  af~ 
fertor  of  the  royal  prerogative,  Ie 
was  not  in  his  power  to  recoileft 
one.  circumftance  which  could  in¬ 
title  him  to  fuch  a  cenfure.  Fie 
had  never  in  any  fingle  inftance 
puflied  the  prerogative  beyond  the' 
boundaries  of  the  law  5  and  it  had 
appeared  pretty  evidently  that  he 
was  by  no  means  defirous  of  ruling 
by  the  influence  of  the  crown.  No 
thunder  of  eloquence  would  alarm 
his  tranquillity.  He  dreaded  nei¬ 
ther  accusations  nor  pumfftments  ; 
and  he  dared  his  enemies,  whatever 
their  abilities,  their  influence,  and 
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their  character  might  be,  to  be  de-  207  to  590.  As  to  the  motion  ifefi 
ciiive,  and  to  proceed  againft  him.  peeing  the  loyalifts,  lord  John  Ca« 
Soon  after  his  lordffiip  had  ex-  vendifti  confented  to  wave  it,  as  si 
preOed  his  fentiments,  the  queftion  refembling  fentiment  was  contained 
was  put  by  the  fpeaker,  and  carried  in  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  to  the 
againft  the  miniftry  by  a  majority  of  throne* 

v 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

The  Struggles  oft  the  Miniftry*  The  Firmnefts  oft  Oppojition*  The  Impatience 
oft  the  Commons  for  a  new  A drni n [ft ration ,  Public  Riots*  A  remarkable 
Motion  by  Mr.  T.W.  Coke .  Aft  airs  of  the  Eaft.  The  Recapture  of  Trineo* 


male .  Motions  by  Lord  Surrey . 

AMinifterial  revolution  Teem¬ 
ed  at  hand ;  and  different 
adjournments  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  were  made  with  a  view  to 
the  new  arrangements.  The  coali¬ 
tion,  confident  of  their  ftrength, 
were  delirous  to  enter  into  power 
upon  their  own  terms.  Opinions 
and  reports  the  moft  oppofite  were 
propagated  and  entertained.  It  was 
believed  by  fome  that  the  king  wais 
an  enemy  to  the  whigs ;  while  it 
was  impoffible  to  perfuade  others 
that  a  prince  who  owed  fo  much  to 
the  Revolution  ftiould  be  hoftile  to 
the  tenets  or  the  defcendents  of  thofe 
who  had  eftablifhed  it.  The  mi¬ 
niftry  were  difpofed  to  form  an  ad- 
mi  niftrationr  that  would  admit  as 
few  as  poffible  of  their  adverfaries ; 
and  attempts  were  made  to  dilunite 
the  members  of  the  new  affociation. 
Conferences  with  the  king  were  re¬ 
peatedly  held  on  the  fubjedt  of  a 
change  of  minifters,  and  were  re¬ 
peatedly  unfuccefsful.  The  forti¬ 
tude  of  the  coalition  Was  not  to  be 
lhakem.  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends 
were  refolute  to  carry  their  purpofe* 
The  nation  was  kept  in  fufpence  ; 
and  its  affairs  were  unattended  to. 
The  commons  in  the  mean  while 
difplayed  their  impatience,  and  dii- 


be  Appointment  oft  a  new  Miniftry • 

covered  unufual  fymptoms  of  diftatifi 
fadtion ;  and  the  buiinefs  of  the 
kingdom  being  negledted,  mutinies 
and  riots  became  frequent  over  the 
kingdom.  The  difembodying  of  the 
different  regiments  of  militia,  the 
dilcharge  of  feameyr,  the  redudHort 
of  foldiefs,  the  negledt  of  giving 
them  their  pay,  and  the  fpirit  of 
turbulence  natural  to  men  aceuft- 
omed  to  arms  ;  the  relaxation 
which  had  taken  place  with  regard 
to  military  difeipline*  the  violation 
of  promifes  made  by  officers  during 
the  recruiting  fervice,  all  joined 
with  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  contributed  to  en¬ 
gender  feenes  of  a  wild  tumult  and 
eonfufton.  It  was  at  Portfmoutk 
and  Plymouth  that  thefe  diforderly 
proceedings  advanced  to  the  molt 
alarming  heights ;  and  that  they 
were  attended  with  the  moft  dis¬ 
agreeable  confequences.  But  where- 
ever  they  prevailed  to  any  confider* 
able  degree*  they  could  but  be  con- 
fidered  as  proofs  of  the  feeblenefs  of 
government*  and  of  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  that  political  diftradtion 
which  had  divided  the  kingdom. 

In  this  lituation  of  affairs,  the 
miniftry  being  difpofed  to  retire,  it 
was  expected  with  confidence  that 

the 
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the  whigs,  with  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land  at  their  head,  would  be  called 
to  govern  the  nation.  But  a  nego¬ 
tiation  which  had  been  commenced 
tor  this  end  was  terminated  without 
fuccefs.  The  inquietudes  of  the 
commons  increafed  in  their  vio- 

Mar  ,4  Iencej  and  Mr*  T*  W« 
Coke,  having  remarked  to 

them  the  expectation  which  for 
fome  time  had  been  vainly  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  appointment  of  a  pro¬ 
per  mimftry,  thought  it  expedient 
to  move,  44  That  an  humble  ad- 
drels  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  ma¬ 
jefly,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pieafed  to  take  into  his  ferious  con- 
lideration  the  very  diitraCted  and 
unfettled  date  of  the  empire,  after  a 
long  and  exhaufting  war  ;  and  that 
he  would  therefore  condefcend  to  a 
compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  this 
houfe,  by  forming  an  admlmflra- 
lion  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  his 
people,  and  fuch  as  may  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  put  an  end  to  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  divifions  and  diffractions  of 
the  country,” 

Lord  Surrey  in  feconding  this 
motion  exprefled  the  regret  which 
he  felt  in  promoting  a  meafure 
which  touched  in  fome  degree  on  the 
royal  prerogative.  It  would  have 
been  a  pleafure  to  him  that  a  more 
conffitutionai  method  could  have 
been  adopted.  But  it  was  evident 
that  the  motion  was  warrantable 
from  the  fituation  of  the  country. 
Our  negociations  with  foreign 
powers  were  not  brought  to  an  end. 
No  definitive  treaty  was  concluded 
with  France  and  Spain.  No  com¬ 
mercial  alliance  was  adj lifted  with 
America.  Our  army  and  navy  were 
in  a  flats  of  mutiny.  In  fine  the 
Eaft  India  company  required  the  aid 
of  parliament,  both  with  regard 
to  its  foreign  and  doipeftic  con¬ 
cerns. 
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Mr.  Buller  allowed  that  it  was 
naturally  a  wonder  that  no  admini- 
flration  had  been  formed,  lince  it 
was  known  that  there  were  men 
fufficiently  eager  to  get  into  office. 
But  he  believed,  that  in  this  in- 
fiance,  as  in  every  other,  his  ma~ 
jefty  had  aCted  with  benignity  to  his 
people.  His  majefly  had  long  lince 
got  over  his  perlonal  feelings,  with 
the  hope  that  a  facrifice  of  that  kind 
would  gratify  his  people.  The  di- 
flant  fource,  however,  of  the  delay 
in  forming  a  new  ad  mini  flration  was 
to  be  aferibed,  in  his  opinion,  to  & 
difference  of  fentiment  which  had 
arifen  among  the  heads  of  the  new 
coalition,  who  had  confederated 
with  a  view  rather  to  fferve  them- 
felves  than  their  country7. 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  approve  of  in¬ 
troducing  the  name  of  majefly  into 
the  debates  of  the  houfe.  There 
was  an  indelicacy  and  an  Irrever 
rence  in  it ;  and  it  was  altogether 
unparliamentary.  It  was  not  to  be 
fuppofed  that  his  majefly  had  any 
private  feelings  that  flood  in  the 
way  of  the  profperity  of  his  fub- 
jeers.  It  was  true  that  there  were 
men  who  were  ready  to  accept, 
of  power  •  but  inflead  of  being  re¬ 
probated  on  this  account,  they  ought 
to  be  commended  for  their  courage. 
The  moment  was  of  uncommon  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  a  loan  was  fpeedily  to  be 
made  ;  and  queflions  of  the  greatefi: 
magnitude  preffed  for  difeuffion  and 
management.  The  men  alluded  to 
had  a  hope  that  they  might  relcue 
the  empire  from  its  burden  of  cala¬ 
mities.  It  was  catching  at  conjec¬ 
ture  and  phantoms  to  impute  the  de¬ 
lay  of  a  new  admin iftration  to  any 
difference,  of  opinion  between  the 
heads  of  the  two  parties  who  had 
united.  No  difficulties  were  upon 
their  fide  ;  and  he  was  forry  that  be 
was  not  at  liberty  to  Hate  every 

part 
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part  of  their  conduct  refpedting  the 
intended  arrangements.  To  be  ap¬ 
proved  of,  it  only  wanted  to  be 
known.  The  delay  alluded  to  ought 
to  be  fought  for  in  a  different  quar¬ 
ter.  If  his  majeffy  had  received 
improper  advice,  and  the  country 
had  been  mifmanaged  for  fome 
weeks  paft,  the  caufe  would  be  found 
in  the  other  houfe.  There  they 
would  fee  the  grand  advifer  of  the 
crown,  and  might  trace  the  diffi¬ 
culty,  the  delay,  the  fullennefs,  and 
the  other  charadleriftic  marks  of 
what  had  been  termed  an  interreg - 
nu?n  of  adminiif  ration,  but  what  was 
in  truth  a  fpecimen  of  the  moil  info- 
lent  domination  that  had  everdifgrac- 
ed  this  free  country.  He  concluded 
with  advifing  the  houfe  to  unanimity 
upon  the  motion,  and  with  defiring 
them  to  regard  it  as  a  public  and  con- 
ilitutional  adt,  and  not  as  the  mea- 
fure  of  any  one  party  or  let  of  men. 

Lord  Surrey  obferved  that  the 
temper  of  the  country  was  not  to  be 
fported  with.  The  prefent  was  not 
a  period  for  any  vile  and  tame  fub- 
miffions.  If  an  adminiilration  was 
notfoon  appointed,  the  people  might 
have  recourfe  to  their  importance, 
and  come  forward  with  fomething 
ifronger  than  an  addrefs  or  a  peti¬ 
tion. 

The  queilion  upon  being  put  was 
carried  with  only  four  dilfenting 
voices ;  and  the  addrefs  was  order¬ 
ed  to  be  prefented  to  the  king  by 
fuch  of  the  members  as  were  ptivy 
counfellors. 

In  the  midfl  of  domeflic  diffrac¬ 
tion  melancholy  difpatches  arrived 
from  abroad.  In  the  Eaft  feveral 
Uncertain  battles  had  been  lought 
between  Sir  Edward  Hughes  and 
Suffrein.  The  operations  ol  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  again  ff  Elyder  Ally  were  able 
but  indecifive.  The  garrifon  of 
Cuddlapore  was  furrendered  by  cap¬ 


tain  Hughes  to  Motif.  HaclieniitL 
the  general  of  the  French  army  j 
and  Trincomale,  which  had  been 
eifeemed  fo  rich  an  acquifition,  had 
been  compelled  to  yield  to  the  force 
under  Monf.  Suffrein. 

The  country  being  ffill  without 
any  effcdlive  government,  there  pre- 
vailed  the  moft  general  diffatisfaiftion 
and  uneafinefs*  The  addrefs  indeed 
of  the  commons  had  been  prefented 
to  the  king,  and  he  had  returned  a 
very  gracious  anfwer  to  it.  He  had 
faid,  44  That  it  was  his  earned;  de¬ 
li  re  to  do  every  thing  that  was  in  his 
power  to  comply  with  the  willies  ex- 
preffed  by  his  faithful  commons. 
When  this  anfwer  however  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  houfe,  lord  Surrey* 
after  having  obferved,  that  he 
had  a  full  confidence  in  the  honour¬ 
able  intentions  of  his  majefly,  and 
that  he  felt  an  extreme  comfort  in 
fo  focred  a  pledge  of  ..  .  , 

affurance  that  a  matter 
fo  important  as  the  arrangement  of 
a  proper  minillry  was  fpeedily  to  be 
adj ufled,  intimated  his  intention,  if 
no  arrangement,  notwithffanding  the 
royal  melfage,  Ihould  be  made,  to 
move  for  an  enquiry  into  the  caufes 
which  had  fo  long  prevented  it. 
Lord  North  was  of  opinion  that  his 
majeffy ’s  rrieffagewas  fo  full  of  grace 
and  goodnefs,  that  it  ought  to  be 
received  with  the  moll  entire  fatis- 
faction  and  gratitude ;  and  it  Was  the 
moft  real  pain  to  him  that  the  flight- 
eft  jealoufy  fliould  be  exprelTed  of  the 
royal  intention.  The  delay,  how¬ 
ever,  continued;  and  all  defec¬ 
tions  of  men  were  involved  alike  in 
doubt,  fufpence,  and  anxiety. 

Inane.v  meeting  of  M  ^ 
the  commons  lord  Sur-  D 

rey,  addreffmg  himfelf  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  deiired  to 
know  if  he  was  apprifed  of  any  ar¬ 
rangement  of  adminiilration  that 

was 
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Was  appointed,  going1  on,  or  likely 
to  be  formed.  If  the  chancellor  had 
any  fatis factory  information  to  lay 
before  the  houfe,  he  would  dtffid 
from  bringing  forward  a  motion, 
which  the  flare  of  affairs  had  flip-- 

o 

gefled  to  him  ;  if  not,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to  propofe  it.  Mr. 
Pitt  informed  him  that  he  had  re- 
fignedthe  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer;  and  that  it  was  impof- 
iible  for  him  to  fay  whether  any  ar¬ 
rangement  was  going  forward  or  not ; 
but  that  the  royal  meffage  to  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  commons  ought  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  fulled  conviction,  that  any 
motion  with  regard  to  an  arrange¬ 
ment  of  mi  Differs,  was  altogether 
unneceffary.  Lord  Surrey  was  dif- 
fatisfied  with  this  anfweiy  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  rulfd  his  intentions. 

He  had  revolved  much  in  his 
mind  to  difcover  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  that  was  mod  commend¬ 
able  in  the  prefent  emergency.  He 
was  anxious  to  fhow  every  poffible 
mark  of  refpect  for  the  crown,  and 
could  not  poidbly  think  of  any  wan¬ 
ton  or  indecent  interference  with 
the  prerogative.  In  this  fituation 
he  had  drawn  up  the  following  mo¬ 
tion,  44  That  a  confderable  time 
having  now  elapfed  without  an  ad- 
minidration  refpondble  for  the  con¬ 
duit  of  public  affairs,  the  interpo¬ 
sition  of  this  houfe  on  the  prefent 
alarming  crifs  is  become  necef- 
farv.” 

J 

His  lordfhip,  having  read  his  mo¬ 
tion,  declared,  that  if  it  was  adopt¬ 
ed  he  meant  to  make  it  the 'balls  of 
another  proceeding.  But  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  meafure  which  he  wish¬ 
ed  to  Hand  on  the  foundation  of  this 
motion  he  had  feme  hefitarion. 
There  were  two  modes  of  aching  ; 
the  one  was  to  propofe  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  caufes  which  had 
prevented  the  formation  of  a  new 
*7®3* 


mini  dry ;  and  the  other  W3S  to  move 
for  a  flronger  arddrefs.to  his  majedy, 
to  be  delivered  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner  by  the  fpeaker  in  perfon. 
To  the  fird  of  thefe  proceedings, 
he  was  afraid  there  wrere  powerful 
objections.  A  committee  of  in¬ 
quiry,  in  the  courfe  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  would  be  n.eceffitated  to  ex¬ 
amine  many  perlbns,  and  to  put 
many  interrogatories  ;  and  thus  a 
great  deal  of  private  converfation 
might  be  drawn  forth  which  might 
be  very  improper  for  the  public 
eye.  On  this  account  he  was  in¬ 
duced  to  prefer  the  mode  of  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  grounds  which  made  the 
interpofition  of  the  houfe  fo  ne- 
ceffary  were  fo  palpable,  that  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  enlarge  up¬ 
on  therm 

The  motion  of  his  lordfnip  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Jervoife  Gierke 
Jervoife.  But  it  was  difpleafing  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  conceived  that  the 
language  of  it  was  much  too  ftrong; 
and  that  it  was  mod  indecent,  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
king’s  meffage,  to  declare  that  the 
interference  of  the  houfe  was  ne- 


Lord  John  Cavendidi  and  lord 
North  were  likewife  diffatisned  with 
the  motion.  They  thought  that  it 
was  not  fo  guardedly  expreffed  as  it 
ought  to  have  been.  The  word  in- 
terpojition  founded  hardily  to  them, 
and  it  was  their  with  that  he  would 
withdraw  his  motion.  As  he  had 
mentioned,  however,  an  addrefs,  itr 
feemed  not  improper  to  lord  John 
Cavendifh  that  he  fhould  move  it 
indead  of  his  refolution. 

It  appeared  not  to  lord  Surrey 
that  any  conclufive  objection  coul4 
be  made  to  bis  motion  ;  but  as  the 
liffnce  of  the  houfe  feemed  to  con¬ 
firm  what  had  been  advanced  again  ft 
x  D  it*. 
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it,  he  would  reftgn  to  it  his  opinion. 
The  motion  being  withdrawn,  his 
lordfhip  moved  his  addrefs,  which 
was  of  the  following  import.  44  That 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefly,  to  exprefs  the  dutiful 
and  grateful  fenie  this  houfe  enter¬ 
tains  of  the  gracious  intentions  ex- 
prefled  in  his  royal  meftage.  To 
allure  his  majefly,  that  it  is  with  the 
moil  perfect  reliance  on  his  pater¬ 
nal  goodnefs,  and  with  an  entire  de¬ 
ference  to  his  royal  wifdom,  that 
this  houfe  again  l'ubmits  to  his  con- 
iideration  the  urgency  as  well  as  the 
importance  of  the  affairs  which  re¬ 
quire  an  immediate  appointment  of 
fuch  an  adminiflration  as  his  majef- 
ty,  in  compliance  with  the  willies  of 
his  faithful  commons,  has  given  rea- 
fon  to  expedl.  To  affure  his  ma¬ 
jefly  that  all  delays  in  a  matter  of 
this  moment  have  an  inevitable 
tendency  to  weaken  the  authority  of 
his  government,  to  which  this  houfe 
is  not  more  bound  by  duty  than  led 
by  inclination  to  give  an  effectual 
and  conftitutional  fupporr.  To  ic- 
prefent  to  his  majefly,  that  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  foreign  powers  may  be 
weakened  by  a  failure  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  means  of  a  conflant  communi- 
cation  with  them ;  that  the  final 
execution  of  the  treaties,  with  the 
important  and  decifive  arrangements 
of  a  commercial  and  political  na¬ 
ture  in  confequence  of  a  late  revo¬ 
lution  ;  that  a  provifion  for  the 
heavy  expences  and  the  important 
fer vices  voted  ;  that  the  orderly  re- 
duclion  of  the  forces  and  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  a  new  eflablifhment ;  that 
the  fettlement  of  national  credit  fe- 
rioufly  affedls  the  critical  ilate  of  the 
Tail  India  company  :  that  thefe, 
with  other  important  concerns, 
do  feverally,  and  much'  more  col¬ 
lectively,  require  an  efficient  and 
refponlible  adminiflration,  formed 


upon  principles  of  ftrengtli  and  Ha* 
bility,  fuited  to  the  Hate  of  his  ma¬ 
jefly ’s  affairs  both  at  home  and  a- 
broad.  And  this  houfe  rnofl  Hum¬ 
bly  repeats  its  application  to  his  rna- 
jeily,  that  he  will  take  fuch  mea- 
lures  towards  this  object,  as  may 
become  his  moil  gracious  difpoii- 
tion,  and  quiet  the  anxiety  and  ap- 
prehenfions  of  his  faithful  fubjecls.’5 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Jervoife  Clerke  Jervoife ;  but  an 
idea  prevailing  that  an  adminiftra- 
tion  was  immediately  to  be  formed, 
it  was  withdrawn.  The  earl  of 
Surrey,  however,  pledged  hhnielf  to 
the  houle  to  take  an  early  opportu¬ 
nity  to  revive  it,  if  it  fliould  hap¬ 
pen  that  any  farther  delay  ffiould 
prevail  in  the  appointment  of  a  new 
mini  (try. 

The  vigorous  conduct  of  the  com¬ 
mons  was  not  eaiilv  to  be  refilled,. 
The  minifters,  reludfant  to  quit  the 
luxury  of  power  and  its  emolu-^ 
meats,  lingered  in  office  till  the  laid 
moment.  The  unyielding  and  de¬ 
termined  fpirit  of  their  adverfaries 
obtained  a  complete  vic¬ 
tory.  The  duke  of  Port¬ 
land  was  promoted  tobefn  fl  lord  of 
the  Treafury.  Lord  North  and 
Mr.  Fox  were  appointed  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  Hate.  Lord  [oh  11 
Cavendifh  was  made  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Lord  Keppel  took 
the  lead  in  the  Admiralty  ;  lord 
Stormont  was  created  prehdent  of 
the  council ;  and  the  earl  of  Car¬ 
bide  was  advanced  to  be  keeper  of 
the  privy- leah  Thefe  minifters 

formed  a  very  refpedtable  cabinet ; 
and  the  fubordinate  offices  of  go* 
vernment  were  filled  by  their  fup- 
porters  and  friends.  But  the  new 
minifters  were  hardly  appointed 
when  a  plan  to  oppofe  them  was 
alfo  framed  ;  and  when  it  was  un¬ 
derflood  that  in  the  houfe  of  peers 

their 
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IKeir  meafures  would  find  a  flrenu-  that  in  the  hodfe  of  commons  they 
ous  oppofition  from  the  duke  of  had  to  dread  no  lefs  the  hoftility  of 
Richmond  and  lord  Thurlow  ;  and'  Mr,  Pitt  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon. 


C  H  A  P*  YL 

Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  torch  on  the  Irijh  JurifdiAion  Bilk  American  Af¬ 
fairs,  Motion  by  Mr.  Fox  concerning  the  American  Trade.  An  Amend¬ 
ment  upon  it  by  Mr*  Eden,  The  American  Mauifejl  Bilk 


WHILE  the  contending  par¬ 
ties  were  meditating  dii- 
tindtive  fchemes  of  advantage,  an 
important  debate  took  place  in  the 
houfe  of  peers  concerning  44  The 
bill  tor  removing  and  preventing  all 
doubts  which  have  arifen  or  might 
arife  concerning  the  exclufive  rights 
of  the,  parliament  and  the  courts  of 
Ireland,  in  matters  of  leg-illation 
and  judicature  ;  and  lor  preventing 
any  writs  of  error  or  appeal  from 
any  of  his  majefty’s  courts  in  that 
kingdom  from  being  received,  heard, 
or  ad j lifted  in  any  ol  his  majefty’s 

courts  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
•  ** 
tain. 

The  bill  appeared  to  be  of  high 
Import  to  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
who  declared  that  he  was  an  enemv 

j 

to  the  idea  that  the  parliament  of 
England  fhould  aftume  the  power 
to  exercife  internal  leodflation  over 

O 

Ireland.  It  was  his  opinion  that 
the  exercife  of  fuch  a  power  was  not 
more  offenfive  to  the  conftitution  of 
England  than  fubverftve  .  of  the 
rights  of  Ireland.  He  could  not 
conceive  that  one  country  could 

J 

poftefs  a  right  to  make  laws  for  an¬ 
other,  either  internally  or  external¬ 
ly,  without  its  confent  and  appro¬ 
bation.  In  refpedf  to  Ireland,  her 
defire  to  be  emancipated  from  the 
legillation  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  claim 
that  could  not  be  difpenfed  with* 


He  was  inclined  to  wifti  that  her 
freedom  was  as  perfect  as  peifible  ; 
but  he  thought  that  Something 
ought  to  be  done  to  cement  the  con¬ 
nection  of  the  two  countries.  A  7 
fyiiem  fliould  be  formed  to  promote 
their  mutual  inter  efts*  The  par¬ 
liament  had  in  faff  abandoned  the 
exercife  of  internal  legiflation  over 
Ireland  ;  but  a  connexion  fliould  be 
eft  abli  filed  between  them  by  mutual 
confent  on  a  folid  and  permanent 
ground.  He  meaned  not  to  oppofe 
the  prefent  bill ;  but  he  would  glad¬ 
ly  be  informed  whether  the  new  ad-- 
miniftration  were  to  adopt  it  as  a 
part  of  their  own  fyfiem,  or  whe- 
ther  they  were  to  confider  it  merely 
as  the  meafure  of  a  former  miniftryft 
If  the  bill  had  their  approbation,  it 
was  their  duty  to  ifate'td  the  houfe' 
that  they  had  formed  plans  in  con¬ 
formity  to  it,  find  were  willing  to 
take  its  reiponfibility  upon  them- 
felves*  If,  however,  they  dilap- 
proved  of  the  bill,  it  became  them 
to  oppofe  it;  There  was  another 
peculiarity  of  conduc'd  which  they 
might  follow.  They  might  allow  the 
bill  to  pals  as  the  fchemeof  a  former 
adminiftration,  without  engaging 
at  all  in  a  plan  with  regard  to  Ire¬ 
land.  If  this  was  their  meaning,  he 
was  defirous  that  they  fhould  lay  fry 
in  order  that  the  houle  might  con- 
fult  their  feelings  and  duty  upon  the 
Gccafion, 

D  *  Hi* 


it  |  k  i  t  i  : 

His  lord Qiip  profc-ffeci  that  he  en¬ 
tertained  not  any  doubt  of  the  lin- 
cerity  and  good  intentions  ot  the 
noble  duke  who  was  at  the  head  of 
affairs.  But  there  was  a  compofi- 
tion  in  the  prefent  ad  nh  a  ill  radon  of 
ingredients  fo  oppolite  and  fo  con¬ 
tradictory,  that  he  could  not  but 
give  way  to  a  great  degree  of  im- 
eafinefs  and  alarm.  While  he  could 
rely  on  the  noble  duke  and  his  more 
particular  friends,  there  were  other 
perfons  in  the  miniftry  who  had  no 
title  to  his  confidence.  There  was 
in  it  in  high  office  a  noble  lord,  who 
had  been  long  in  the  habit  of  pur- 
fuing  fchemes  which  had  involved 
the  nation  in  calamity  and  dilf refs. 
The  principles  of  this  noble  lord 
could  not  be  reconciled  with  the  in- 
terells  of  the  people.  Of  thefe 
principles  he  had  formerly  been  im- 
p  reded  with  the  greatefi  detefiation  ; 
and  he  could  not  now -entertain  a 
more  favourable  opinion  of  them, 
after  the  wonderful  junction  which 
had  been  effedled.  Even  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  this  jundion  the  noble  lord 
bad  declared  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  that  he  had  not  departed  from 
his  principles.  There  was  fome- 
thing  ominous  in  this  declaration. 

s  the  noble  lord  had  been  the 
caufe,  of  alt  the  uneafmefs  and  op- 
preffipn  which  had-  been  felt  and 
complained  of  by:  Ireland,  and  of 
her  having  recourfe  to  arms  to  vin* 
dicate  her  rights,  he  could  perceive 
no  hopes  of  his  proper  interference 
in  its  behalf.  The’  noble  lord  had 
eppofed  the  Irilh  repeatedly  in  their 
trade  and  confequence  ;  and  if  the 
future  was  to  be  gonje&ured  from 
the  pah,  his  hoilility  to  them  would 
continue.  If  no  intimation  was 
given  that  the  noble  lord  had  feen 
bis  error  and  had  renounced  it, 
there  was  the  hrongeil  probability 
to  iuppofe  that  the  prefent  miniftry 
had  no  ferious  intention  of  doing 
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any  thing  more  for  Ireland  than 
the  puffing  of  the  bill  now  under 
di {bullion  ;  which  would  only  fepa- 
rate  her  from  Great  Britain,  and 
leave  us  in  as  fmall  a  connection 
with  it,  as  Hanover  was  at  this 
hour.  Should  this  unfortunately 
turn  out  to  be  the  cafe,  very  im¬ 
portant  confequences  might  be  ap¬ 
prehended.  Was  it  fit  or  expedi¬ 
ent  that  Ireland  fhould  be  feparated 
from  every  branch  of  this  country 
but  the  crown  ?  This  of  itfelf  had 
fomething  alarming  in  it.  But  there 
were  other  confederations  which 
ought  to  be  weighed  with  feriouf- 
nefs.  If  the  reparation  alluded  to 
took  effect,  it  would  be  followed  with 
confequences  in  regard  to  peace  and 
war,  to  rivalfliip.  in  commerce,  ee- 
clefiaftical  matters,  and  other  points 
of  the  deepeft  moment..  In  the 
event  of  fuch  a  ieparation,  Eng¬ 
land  might  have  occaiion  to  go  to 
war,  and  Ireland  might  think  her- 
felf  at  liberty  to  be  at  peace.  She 
might  refufe  any  fuppiy  or  aid  to 
fuppert  the  greatnefs  of  the  empire. 
In  the  view  of  negociations  for  peace 
fhe  might  objebt  to  articles  agreed 
to  by  England.  In  matters  of  com¬ 
merce  to  be  concluded  by  the  Eng- 
lifts  with  foreign  powers,  fhe  might 
be  difpofed  to  declare  her  diffent, 
and  to  engage  in  altercation  and 
difputes.  On  the  fubjedt  of  reli¬ 
gion  there  might  be  forefeet}  dan¬ 
gers  of  the  raoft  ferious  kind.'  The 
Roman  catholics  in  Ireland  were 
calculated,  with  regard  to  the  Pro- 
tcllants,  to  be  in  the  proportion  of 
feven  to  one  ;  and  though  they  had 
now  no  fhare  in  the  legislature  and;- 
government  of  their  country,  yet 
in  the  extenfion  of  that  Spirit  ofli- 
berality  which  had  pervaded  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  diftinguifh- 
ed  them  fo  peculiarly,  it  might  hap¬ 
pen  that  their  claim  to  an  equal  par¬ 
ticipation  in, the  rights  of  citizens 

might 
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might  be  admitted.  In  fucli  a  con¬ 
dition  of  Ireland  there  might  be  up¬ 
on  the  throne  of  England  a  prince 
tainted  with  the  love  of  popery. 
Religious  feuds  might  again  agitate 
the  minds  of  men ;  and  the  crown 
of  England  might  of  confequence 
apply  to  Ireland  for  an  army  of  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  over  whom  the  le- 
giflatu.re  of  England  could  have  no 
power  and  no  influence.  Men  ac- 
cuftomed  to  think,  and  acquainted 
with  hiflory,  would  not  hold  this 
reafoning  to  be  chimerical .  For  the 
moment  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are 
invefted  with  the  privileges  of  Pro- 
t eilant  fubjects,  they  would  com¬ 
mand  a  predominant  authority  in 
the  Irifh  legiflature.  A  Rritifh  king 
with  popifh  propen fities  might  then 
have  not  only  an  Irifn  army  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  purpofes,  but  an  Irifh  par¬ 
liament  devoted  to  his  interefls. 

While  the  duke  of  Richmond  in¬ 
dulged  in  thefe  arguments,  and 
pointed  the  power  ol  his  farcafm  a- 
gainft  lord  North,  he  acknowledged 
that  he  would  much  rather  have  de¬ 
livered  his  fentiments  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  noble  lord  ;  and  be  ex- 
preffed  his  furprize  that  he  had  not 
taken  his  feat  in  that  houfe,  as  his 
promotion  v/as  under  hood  to  be  de¬ 
termined  upon.  Common  report, 
indeed,  held  out  a  very  lingular  rea- 
fon  as  the  caufe  of  the  delay  of  his 
coming  there.  It  laid,  that  the  noble 
lord  remained  in  the  other  houfe  till 
be  fhould  give  battle  to  his  brother 
fccretary  on  the  fubjedl  of  'the  in¬ 
tended  reform  of  parliament.  If 
this  report  had  a  foundation  in 
truth,  and  it  feemed  very  credible, 
what  opinion  ought  there  to  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  an  adminilt  ration  fo  in- 

*  The  Cabinet  Majority, 

Duke  of  Portland, 

Hon.  C.  J.  Fox, 

Lord  John  Cavend.ifh, 

YEcuyptt  KeppeL 


congruous  and  abfurd  !  What  tvas. 

o 

to  be  the  fruit  of  a  mixture  fo  he¬ 
terogeneous  !  It  was  rumoured  that 
there  were  four  to  three  in  the  cabi¬ 
net  *  ;  but  from  this  circumfhmce  no 
certain  c'onclufion  could  be  formed 
with  regard  to  the  bill  in  queftion. 
For  the  minority  might  become  the 
majority  when  they  pleafed.  The 
argument  for  them  to  ufe  was  ob¬ 
vious,  and  would  be  effectual.  They 
might  fay  to  their  colleagues,  “  If 
you  agree  not  to  our  meafure,  we 
will  retire  from  you,  and  without  us 
you  will  goto  ruin.”  He  therefore 
was  induced  to  take  the  liberty  of 
applying  to  the  noble  duke  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  new  adminiftra- 
tion,  to  be  informed  whether  the 
bill  under  difeuffion  was  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  up  by  others  ;  and  whether 
it  was  only  a  part,  or  the  whole  of 
their  fyftem  concerning  the  fettle- 
meat  of  the  relative  fituationof  the 
two  kingdoms  ? 

The  duke  of  Portland  did  not 
perceive  that  he  could  be  called  up¬ 
on  with  propriety  to  divulge  the  fe- 
crets  of  the  miniflry.  The  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  had  expreffed  a  high 
fatisfa.fhon  on  the  repeal  of  the  aft 
of  parliament  which  had  affedted  the 
independency  of  their  country  ;  and 
it  was  an  infinite  pleafure  to  him  to 
think  that  every  ferment  and  im¬ 
proper  heat  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  was  about  to  ceafe.  On  the 
fubjedt  of  the  prefent  bill  he  had  to 
exprefs  his  concurrence.  From  con- 
verfations  wide  If  he  had  held  with 
many  refpedtable  perfons,  he  knew 
well  that  it  would  be  agreeable  in  a 
high  degree  to  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  nothing  could  poffibly  he 
farther  from  his  mind  than  w  in- 

The  Cabinet  Minorit 

Lord  North, 

Vifccrunt  Stormor 

Earl  of  Carlifle., 

©  }  fern '^t 
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terrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two 
countries.  But  he  did  not  under¬ 
hand  the  being  called  upon  to  ex¬ 
plain  any  future  meafurcs  that  were 
to  be  purfued  with  relation  to  Ire¬ 
land.  It  was  not  the  ieafon  for  thejr 
difcuffiorn  In  general,  however,  he 
would  obferye,  that  he  fhould  be 
mod:  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  cement  a  connection  ber 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
on  terms  of  mutual  affeCUon  and  mu¬ 
tual  intereft.  He  hoped  that  the 
uniform  tenor  of  his  life  would  in- 
title  him  to  the  confidence  of  the 
houfe.  He  allured  their  lordlliips, 
that  while  he  continued  in  the  Na¬ 
tion  which  he  had  the  honour  to  fill 
in  his  ma jelly’s  councils,  he  fliould 
never  deviate  from  the  principles 
which  had  always  guided  him.  It 
was  not  right  to  fufpedt  that  he 
would  ever  abandon  them  ;  and  it 
was  prepoflerous  to  demand  from 
him,  immediately  upon  his  appear¬ 
ance  in  office,  particular  communi¬ 
cations  of  future  mpal'ures  and  de- 
figns.  • 

Lord  Townfhend  infilled  upon  the 
neceftity  of  doing  Ireland  the  moll 
complete  juftice,  and  recommended 
it  as  proper  to  act  with  the  greateit 
explicitnefs.  He  declared,  that  from 
the  want  of  acting  unequivocally  on 
former  occalions,all  ourjmisfortunes, 
and  even  the  Jofs  of  America,  had 
arifen.  In  public  concerns  it  was 
their  duty  to' conduct  themfelves 
with  the  fame  punCtilioufne.fs  as  in 
private  life.  The  national  honour, 
like  the  perfonal  honour  of  their 
lordfhips,  ought  to  be  inviolable. 
With  regard  to  the  new  adminiftra- 
tion,it  was  injurious  tocopdemn  them 
before  a  trial.  The  compofition  of 
the  prefent  cabinet  was  not  more  he¬ 
terogeneous  than  that  of  the  lait.  Of 
their  probity,  and  of  their  intentions, 
fie  was  fure;  and  he  could  not  but 
pro^nofficate  advantages  from  their 
© 


activity.  With  regard  to  the  topic  of 
the  odds  in  the  cabinet  of  four  to  three 
it  was  a  calculation  rather  invidious 
than  ufeful.  The  noble  duke  who 
made  it  might  underhand  the  divid¬ 
ing  of  cabinets  better  than  he  did ;  but 
nothing  could  be  more  obvious  than 
that  the  prefent  debate  required  not 
the  introduction  of  fuch  extraneous 
matter,  On  a  point  fo  definitive  as 
the  bill  in  queftion,  there  was  a  wild- 
nefs  in  haying  recourfe  to  fuch  cal¬ 
culations,  and  to  the  deduction  of 
confiderations  founded  merely  in 
^peculation  and  hypothefis, 

Lord  Thurlovv  prelfed  the  duke 
of  Porland  to  hate  whether  he  had 
fchemed  a  plan  of  meafures  con¬ 
cerning  Ireland,  and  whether  he 
meant  to  adopt  the  prefent  bill  as  a 
part  of  the  fyftem  he  had  formed. 
Upon  what  grounds  was  it  to  be 
adopted  by  the  prefent  minifters  l 
To  what  purpofe  was  it  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  ?  Thefe  were  fimple  queftions ; 
and  he  could  not  comprehend  that 
it  was  unreafonable  to  put  them. 
He  profefled  that  he  could  not  enter 
into  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  duke  at 
the  head  of  the  Treafury.  To  ex- 
peCt  confidence  from  the  tenor  of 
his  pail  life,  and  to  reveal  no  particu¬ 
lar  information,  was  to  involve  the 
bufinefs  of  the  bill  in  uncertainty. 
Had  the  cabinet  no  fyftem  in  con¬ 
templation  ?  Had  they  taken  up 
the  bill  without  inquiry  or  difcuf- 
fion  r  Had  they  no  care  or  anxiety 
with  regard  to  its  future  fate  ?  On 
the  contrary,  .was  1  it  to  be  under- 
flood,  tfat  the  fcheme  they  had  in 
view  was  moft  extenfive  ;  and  that 
parliament  mu  ft  confide  in  thegood- 
pefs  of  their  characters  till  they 
fliould  be  pleafed  to  explain  it  r  Aq 
to  confidence,  it  was  not  altogether 
natural  to  bellow  it  on  an  admini- 
ftration  which  was  not  only  untried, 
but  which  wag  known  to  be  divided 
on  the  very  point  in  queftion.  He 

therefore 
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therefore  infilled  on  the  propriety  of 
demanding  information  of  the  views 

o 

and  intentions  of  the  minifters. 

Lord  Loughborough  expreifed  his 
fhrprize  at  the  irregularity  of  the 
conversation  which  had  taken  place. 
No  objection  was  made  to  the  bill ; 
but  minifters  were  called  upon  to 
divulge  their  intentions  on  matters 
which  were  not  before  the  houfe. 
There  was  an  oppofition  to  the  mi¬ 
nifters,  and  not  to  the  bill.  The 
bill  had  two  purpofes  in  view  :  it 
confirmed  the  meaning  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  in  repealing  the  act  of  George 
I.  concerning  the  dependency  of 
Ireland  ;  and  it  abandoned  the  ap 
pellant  jurifdidtion  on  the  part  of 
this  country.  The  neceffity  and 
the  policy  of  the  bill  were  admitted 
on  every  fide ;  yet  explanations  of 
it  were  preffingly  demanded  from  the 
noble  duke,  who  had  juft  come  in¬ 
to  office,  as  if  it  was  a  meafure  of 
his,  and  a  fubjedt  on  which  the  houfe 
were  uninformed.  The  bill  had  ori¬ 
ginated  in  a  former  mftiiftry ;  and 
by  them  the  grounds  and  tendency 
of  it  could  be  belt  illuftrated.  Were 
the  prefent  minifters  to  find  fenfe 
and  reafon  for  their  predeceftors  ? 
But  after  all,  was  not  the  bill  fuf- 
ficiently  explanatory  of  itfelf  ?  It 
carried  its  meaning  and  reafons  on 
the  face  of  it  ;  and  to  affect  any 
doubts  about  it  could  not  confilt  with 
candour.  W  hat  had  palled  was  but 
a  fprout  of  oppofition :  it  had 
i'prung  up  with  the  feafon,  and 
would  perifh  immediately.  • 

The  duke  of  Chandos  declared 
that  he  could  not  give  his  fupport 
to  an  adminiftration  in  which  lord 
North  had  any  fhare.  Ifte  repix> 
bated  in  ftrong  language  his  lord- 
fliip’s  condud't  with  regard  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  affirmed  that  his  love  of 
power  was  fo  great,  that  rather  than 
not  mount  the  box  of  government, 
he  had  beep  contented  to  get  up  be¬ 


hind..  The  prefent  minifters  were 
objects  of  his  difapprobat  ion.  They 
had  alfailed  and  taken  by  ftorm  his 
majefty’s  clofet ;  and  in  their  drug¬ 
gie  to  provide  for  their  dependents 
they  had  torn  from  about  the  per- 
fon  of  their  fovereign  all  his  old 
friends  and  acquaintance. 

Lord  Carlille  affirmed  that  the 
charge  of  taking  the  king’s  clofet  by 
aifault  was  a  crimination  of  a  moft 
ferious  nature.  It  affected  not  only 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  but  all 
who  fupported  them.  Fortunately, 
however,  it  only  refted  upon  a  foii- 
tary  affiertion.  It  was  a  circum- 
ftance  of  which  he  knew  nothing  ; 
uniefs  indeed  this  ftrange  interpre¬ 
tation  could  be  applied  to  the  re- 
fufing  to  fupport  a  miniftry  who 
had  determined  the  vfar  in  lb  cruel 
a  manner,  that  they  had  left  a  fifing 
in  the  bofom  of  every  man  not  defti- 
tute  of  humanity.  If  that  was  to 
aifault  the  clofet  of  the  king,  he  for 
one  pleaded  guilty  ;  but  in  reality 
not  the  flighted  difrefpeeft  to  the  per- 
fon  of  the  firft  magiftrate  was  either 


intended  or  offered.  After  foine 
farther  altercation  the  bill  was  com¬ 
mitted. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  Mr.  Fox 
called  for  an  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  America.  Fie  moved  for  liberty  to 

j 

bring  in  a  “  bill  for  preventing  any 
manifelf,  certificate,  or  other  docu¬ 
ment  being  required  for  any  fhips 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  arriving  from  thence  at 
any  port  of  this  kingdom,  or  upon 
entering  or  clearing  out  from  any 
port  of  this  kingdom  for  any  port 
within  the  faid  United  States. ”  This 
motion  produced  a  fhort  debate. 

Mr.  Jenki ndon  did  not  dilputethe 
propriety  of  opening  an  intercourfe 
with  America,  by  removing  all  the 
impediments  to  it  which  flood  upon 
the  ftatute  book.  But  he  imagined 
that  the  bill  propofed  by  Mr.  Fox 
P  4  would 
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Would  not  be  attended  with  fo  power¬ 
ful  a  confequence.  The  only  pof- 
iible  way  of  recovering  the  Ameri¬ 
can  trade  was  doubtlefs  to  deftroy 
every  obftrudtion  and  difficulty  a- 
gainft  it.  But  the  bill  under  deli¬ 
beration  not  being  equal  to  fo  great 
a  point,  it  would  be  wrong  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  it,  as  a  new  bill  would  be 
neceilary  to  fupply  its  deficiencies. 
He  allowed  that  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was  right ;  but  concluded  that 
there  was  a  danger  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  it ;  as  an  opening  was  left 
lay  the  operation  of  which  vellels  ab¬ 
le  suing  the  name  of  American  fhips 
might  turn  fmugglers,  and  convey 
uncu Homed  goods  into  every  port 
in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Eden  obferved,  that  the  oh- 
jedl  to  be  kept  in  view  was  to  gain 
by  liberal  but  prudent  meafures  as 
great  a  111  a  re  as  poffible  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  commerce.  But  the  ads  to  be 
made  for  that  purpofe  ought  finely 
to  be  founded  on  the  negociation?  to 
be  concluded  with  America  by  the 
king’s  minifters,  and  no  parliamen¬ 
tary  anticipation  ought  to  take  place 
of  the  grounds  of  fuch  negociations. 
A  mere  repeal  of  reflraints  on  the 
American  trade  would  in  force  ref- 
peds  do  too  little,  and  in  others  too 
much.  By  attending  to  the  nr  ft 
claufe  of  the  navigation  ad,  it  would 
be  found,  that  unlefs  fame  farther 
regulation  was  made,  the  fnips  of 
the  United  States  would  remain  ex¬ 
cluded  from  our  ports,  as  being  At 
inerican  flips,  from  territories  not 
belonging  to  his  majefty.  in  other 
inftances  the  mere  repeal  of  ref- 
traints  would  operate  too  widely. 
Extenhve  frauds  and  abides  might 
take  place  in  the  whole  buiinefs  of 
drawbacks  and  bounties ;  and  the 
whole  carrying  trade  to  the  Weft 
Indies  would  be  opened  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  He  therefore  moved  the 
(nibbing  apiepdment  upon  tfte  bill, 


u  And- td  give  to  his  majefty,  for  a 
time  to  he  limited,  certain  powers 
for  the  better  carrying  the  faid  'pur¬ 
poses  into  execution.” 

To  this  amendment,  which  had 
in  view  the  facilitating  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  intercourfe,  Mr,  Fax  had  no 
objection.  It  was  adopted  accord¬ 
ingly  ;  and  the  bill  was  brought  in 

in  its  improved  ftate.  But  .  •  , 

.  .  r  v  .  •  April  i  c  * 

m  this  condition  it  was  not 

received  with  the  moft  entire  Satis¬ 
faction.  For,  upon  its  being  read  a 
Second  time  in  the  houfe,  lord  Shef 
field  expi'dled  his  doubts  and  diffi 
culties.  Fie  was  once  of  opinion 
that  the  adjuftment  of  the  American 
trade  Should  he  left  to  the  negocia¬ 


tions  of  the  minifters ;  and  that  till 
a  treaty  of  trade  and  intercourfe 

j 

could  be  concluded,  certain  powers 
of  regulation  fhould  be  entr lifted  to 
the  king  and  council ;  but  he  had 
begun  to  entertain  doubts  of  theie 
poiitions.  Byr  the  prefect  bill  the 
Americans  were  to  be  put  upon  a 
very  advantageous  footing.  They 
were  to  he  treated  with  the  fame 
kindnefs  as  Britifh  fubjedls.  Now 
it  might  appear  in  future  that  the 
kindnefs  fhewn  to  them  was  too  ex¬ 
travagant  ;  and  thus  a  bar  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  would  arife  in  the  event  of  a 
treaty.  For  they  would  not  natur¬ 
ally7'  defeend  from  the  height  to. 
which  they  had  been  mounted.  He 
could  fee  no  Satis  faff  orv  argument 
againft  considering  the  Americans  at 
p.refent  as  a  foreign  nation,  The 
buiinefs  under  difeuffion  was  too  mo¬ 
mentous  to  depend  on  the  Specula¬ 
tive  whim  of  gny  individual  ;  and 
ought  to  go  to  a  committee  of  com¬ 
merce.  The  principle  of  the  navi¬ 
gation  adf  fhould  be  kept  entire  ; 
for  the  principle  of  that  a<ft  was  as 
dear  to  the  country  as  Magna  Charta, 
It  was  through  the  navigation  a6t 
that  we  enjoyed  the  trade  of  the 
WjC 


)rida  If  we  fhould  alt^r  that  aft 
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by  permitting  any  date  to  trade  with 
our  islands,  or  by  allowing  any  date 
to  carry  into  this  country  any  pro¬ 
duce  but  its  own,  we  Should  facrl- 
Ece  the  marine  of  England. 

•Mr,  Fox  reminded  the  houfe  that 
he  had  moved  the  bill  originally  for 
the  purpofe  only  of  refeinding  cer¬ 
tain  legal  requisitions  which  could 
not  be  complied  with  under  the  prc- 
fent  Situation  of  the  country  ;  and 
that  he  had  admitted  the  claufe  giv- 

O 

ing  powers  to  the  crown  in  deference 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  ho-ufe.  The  bill 
was  to  be  confidered  as  a  temporary 
meafure,  and  adapted  to  the  nec-ef- 
fity  of  opening  an  immediate  inter- 
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courfe  with  America.  It  was  in¬ 
tended  rather  to  remove  obstacles 
than  to  provide  regulations,  it  was 
not  at  this  moment  in  view  to  admit 
a  treaty  of  commerce  between  Ame¬ 
rica  and  Great  Britain.  That  was 
an  objector' future  deliberation  ,•  and 
to  wander  into  it  now  was  mod  im¬ 
proper.  In  eonfequence  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  Mr.  Fox  the  temporary- 
nature  of  the  bill  was  adverted  to; 
and  at  length  upon  the  third  read¬ 
ing  it  paSTed  without  any  material 
alteration.  In  the  houfe  of  peers 
it  was  Slightly  oppoied  and  was  fuc- 
ceSsful. 
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The  Death  of  By  der  Ally. 


^T^HE  didurbed  ftate  of  the  ad- 
JL  minidration  of  juSlice  in  the 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Oriila,  having  called  very  forcibly 
the  attention  of  the  commons,  they 
had  appointed  a  Select  committee  to 
inquire  into  its  date,  and  to  consi¬ 
der  how  the  British  peffedions  in  the 
Ead  Indies  could  be  held  and  go¬ 
verned  with  the  greated  feemity  and 
advantage  to  this  country,  and  by 
what  means  the  happinefs  of  the  na¬ 
tive  inhabitants  could  be  bed  pro¬ 
moted.  In  the  profecution  of  the 
inquiries  of  this  committee  it  was 
difeovered  that  mismanagements  of 
the  concerns  of  the  company  were 
infinite;  and  thatjeorruption,  fraud, 
and  injudice  pervaded  all  the  de¬ 
partments  of  their  buSinefs  and  tranf- 
gdions.  There  are  two  views  under 
which  the  concerns  of  India  are.  to  be 


considered  ;  the  one  is  external,  and 
refers  to  the  trade  between  India  and 
Europe;  the  other  is  internal,  and 
refers  to  the  trade  of  the  country  in 
all  the  articles  of  produce  and  ma¬ 
nufacture  which  furnish  the  com¬ 
pany’s  invedment.  Under  thefe 
different  heads  abufes  the  mod  ex¬ 
travagant  have  been  pointed  out  with 
a  clearnefs  that  admits  not  of  hefita- 
tion  or  doubt.  It  had  grown  to  be 
an  obfedt  to  tfie  fervants  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  opprels  the  native  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  country  by  every  pof- 
Sible  means.  They  monopolized 
every  article  of  trade;  and  their 
chief  principle  of  commerce  was 
power.  The  court  of  directors,  Sen¬ 
sible  ot  the  wrongs  which  were  com¬ 
mitted,  Sent  out  indru&ions  ;  but 
thefe  were  generally  disregarded, 
and  were  often  injudicious,.  The 
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fyftern  of  government  eftablifhed  In 
India  augmented  the  embarraffments 
of  the  company,  and  gave  rife  to 
grievances  the  moft  deftrudtive  and 
ruinous,  The  delegated  power  by 
which  India  is  governed,  ought  to 
have  preferved  the  ftridteft  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  adminiftratio.n  at  home. 
But  the  diredfion  or  ad  min  id  ration 
in  India,  being  at  fo  great  a  didance 
from  the  feat  of  fupreme  authority, 
being  entrulled  with  the  mod  ample 
powers,  being  expofed  to  the  great- 
eft  temptations,  and  being  poifefied 
of  endlefs  means  of  abufe,  it  be¬ 
came  corrupt  in  an  extreme  degree. 
Indead  of  being  fubfervient  to  go¬ 
vernment  at  home,  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  India  affedtgd  independence. 
It  added  upon  a  fpirit  of  fyftematic 
difobedience  ;  and  the  views  and  in- 
tereds  of  private  men,  not  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  commerce  or  of  patriotifm, 
were  the  rules  of  conduct.  Mr. 
Haftings  feemed  to  have  no  defire  of 
any  kind  to  obey.  His  maxims 
were  arbitrary.  He  treated  with  a 
fovereign  contempt  the  authority  of 
the  court  of  diredtors ;  and  the  con- 
fufions  produced  by  the  difputes  be¬ 
tween  them  were  fodered  by  the 
body  of  India  proprietors,  who  were 
difpofed  to  adt  as  a  check  upon  the 
diredtors.  Complaints  might  be 
made  ;  but  they  could  not  be  reme¬ 
died  ;  and  didrud,  chicanery,  op- 
predion,  rapacity,  and  infult,  ex¬ 
cited  an  agitation  and  ferment  which 
threatened  jthe  overthrow  of  our 
confequencc  in  the  Ead.  Our  au¬ 
thority  there  may  be  confidered  as 
little  better  than  a  formality  or  a 
name,  while  the  drength  of  Mr. 
Haftings  is  real  and  pofitive.  The 
princes  in  India,  and  the  native 
merchants,  were  expofed  to  an  arm 
that  was  drong,  and  diredted  by  mo¬ 
tives  the  mod  felfifli  and  unscrupu¬ 
lous  ;  and  while  the  Britidi  power 
Offered  a  degradation  of  its  autho¬ 


rity,  its  name  was  heard  with  ex¬ 
ecration  or  terror. 

The  neceffity  of  new  regulations 
in  the  government  of  India  was  ad¬ 
mitted  upon  every  tide.  The  lord 
advocate  for  Scotland  accordingly 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons 
a  bill  with  this  view.  He  informed 
the  houfe  that  the  affairs  of  India 
had  tong  preffed  upon  his  mind  ; 
and  that  his  inducement  to  attend 
to  them  was  to  atchieve  an  advan¬ 
tage  to  his  country.  He  had  ob- 
ferved  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  de« 
clenflon  of  the  Afiatic  empire.  He 
had  traced  all  our  dilafters  in  that 
country  to  their  fource  ;  and  it  was 
his  opinion  that  a  new  fyftent  mu  ft 
be  drawn  for  the  direction  of  India, 
adapted  to  the  difpofitions  and  mode 
of  thinking  of  its  inhabitants.  He 
felt,  however,  the  inadequacy  of 
his  abilities  to  an  object  fo  impor¬ 
tant  ;  and  his  chief  reliance  for  ap¬ 
probation  was  upon  bis  induftry. 

His  proportion  had  a  reference  to 
four  great  heads  or  branches.  His 
firft  head  related  to  the  government 
general  of  Bengal.  He  intended 
that  a  governor  and  council  fhould 
have  a  controlling  jurifdidtion  over 
the  inferior  prelidencies  of  India ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  governor- 
general,  he  meant  that  he  fhould  be 
inverted  with  a  power  to  adt  even 
againft  the  will  and  opinion  of  the 
council,  whenever  he  fhould  ima¬ 
gine  that  by  fo  doing  he  fhould  be 
able  to  advance  the  public  good. 
But  as  in  thele  cafes  he  exercifed 
the  foie  authority,  he  fhould  retain 
the  whole  refponfibility  upon  him- 
fe If.  The  fecond  head  of  his  plan 
regarded  the  inferior  governments. 
In  thefe  it  was  not  his  meaning  to 
beftow  upon  the  governors  a  power 
of  action  in  oppolition  to  the  advice 
of  the  council  ;  but  he  thought  that 
they  ought  to  be  inverted  with  a  ne¬ 
gative  on  every  proportion  till  an 

applies 
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application  ihould  be  made  to  the 
governor-general  and  council  of 
Rental.  The  third  head  of  his  bill 
relpeCfed  the  zemindaries  and  other 
tenures  of  land.  When  Hindoilan 
had  been  conquered  by  the  Moguls, 
a  tribute  was  impoied  upon  the  ze¬ 
mindars  ;  and  while  they  continued 
to  pay  this  tribute  they  accounted 
themielves  to  be  the  real  proprietors 
and  mailers  of  the  foil.  To  the 
ryots  they  let  out  their  zemindaries 
at  flipulated  rents  ;  and  this  clafs  of 
men  too,  coniidered  themielves  as 
fecure  in  their  refpeclive  poileffions 
while  they  performed  the  articles  ot 
their  compacts.  Th&le  principles 
were  folid,  and  had  prevailed  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  But  they  had 
of  late  been  infringed  ;  and  it  came 
to  be  underilood  that  the  emperor  of 
Hindoilan  was  the  abfolute  lord  ot 
the  foil.  This  maxim  he  was  in¬ 
clined  to  deftrov,  and  to  eredt  upon 
it  another  which  would  give  a  dura¬ 
bility  to  the  landholders  in  their  te¬ 
nures  and  territory.  The  fourth- 
head  of  his  bill  referred  to  the  rajah 
of  Tanjore  and  the  nabob  of  Arcot. 
It  was  an  extreme  grief  to  him  that  fo 
much  pains  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  in  the  mind  of  the  latter,  hopes 
and  expeditions  of  recovering  cer¬ 
tain  territories  from  the  former. 
It  was  alfo  a  matter  of  affliction  to 
him  that  the  fears  of  the  former 
were  induflrioully  excited  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  lols  of  territories  to 
which  he  enjoyed  a  full  and  co:m 
plete  right  under  the  fandlion  of 
treaties  with  the  Hall  India  com¬ 
pany.  On  the  foundation  of  thefe 
hopes  and  fears  it  was  underilood 
that  many  venal  perfons  were  dif- 
pofed  to  operate,  in  order  to  accu¬ 
mulate  fortunes.  It  was  his  delire, 
therefore,  to  difappoint  them,  by 
putting  an  end  to  the  expeditions 
of  the  nabob,  and  the  fears  of  the 
fgjah;  by  p relenting  the  latter  with 


the  fecurity  of  an  aft  of  parliament 
for  his  pollelfions.  He  then  11a ted 
the  debts  of  thefe  princes  ;  and  de¬ 
livered  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  enquired  into  with, 
too  much  curioiity,  as  the  greater! 
part  of  them  had  their  rife  in  cor¬ 
ruption. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  be  decifive* 
ly  proper  that  governor  Mailings 
Ihould  be  recalled ;  and  that  lleps 
ihould  be  taken  to  prevent  the  court- 
of  proprietors  from  prefuming  to 
a dt  in  contradiction  to  the  fenle  of 
parliament.  He  thought  that  lord 
Cornwallis  ihould  be  the  per fon  that 
ought  to  be  lent  to  fupercede  Mr. 
Mailings  :  his  rank  and  birth  were 
dillinguilhed ;  and  he  would  have 
behind  him,  as  the  pledge  of  his 
good  conduct,  his  perfonal  honour, 
and  the  honour  of  his  anceftors. 
The  fortune  too,  of  this  nobleman, 
being  independent,  he  could  not 
have  it  in  view  to  repair  his  eftate 
by  the  fpoiis  of  India  ;  and  from 
his  profeffion  he  could  add  to  the 
character  of  governor  that  of  com- 
mander  in  chief.  His  integrity,  his 
valour,  his  prudence,  his  patriotilrn, 
and  oeconomy,  would  all  qualify 
him  to  fuftain  the  higheft  llation  in 
India.  He  would  not,  however,  in¬ 
fill  that  this  nobleman’s  name  fliould. 
be  filled  up  in  the  bill  ;  as  that  mat¬ 
ter  would  reft  raoft  properly  witk 
government. 

Governor  Johnftone  could  per¬ 
ceive  nothing  but  inconftftency  and 
impropriety  in  the  propofitions  of 
the  lord  advocate  ;  and  while  lie 
endeavoured  to  throw  a  ridicule  up¬ 
on  his  lordfhip,  he  was  ftrenuous  in 
the  defence  of  Mr.  Mailings.  He 
mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  that  he  had  been  able  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  Mahrat- 
tas  ;  and  while  he  enlarged  on  his 
talents  lor  negotiation,  he  admired 
the  rd'ources  with  which  he  had 

fupplied 
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f applied  the  expences  of  the  war. 
The  arts  of  France  t©  acquire  an 
afcendency  in  India  were  weii 
known.  The  funis  they  had  ex¬ 
pended  with  this  intention  were  e- 
normous ;  and  they  had  difpatched 
to  that  quarter  of  the  globe  Monf. 
Suffrein,  an  officer  of  the  moil  de¬ 
termined  bravery,  and  of  the  great- 
eft  military  Skill.  It  ffiould  be  con- 
fidered,  that  Mr.  Haftings  was  in  a 
fit  nation  the  moft  difficult ;  and  that 
no  man  could  have  fuftained  it  with 
more  fortitude  and  ability.  It  was 
the  practice  of  the  enemies  of  that 
great  man  to  deal  in  iniinuation  and 
Invedtive  ;  but  they  would  find  that 
when  the  hour  of  trial  came,  their 
charges  would  be  refuted  fully  and 
with  eafe. 

.  Mr.  Dempfter  difplayed  that  in¬ 
tegrity  and  candour  which  fo  emi¬ 
nently  characterize  him.  He  ad- 
moniihed  the  houfe,  that  they  ought 
to  think  ferioufly  before  they  ffiould 
vote  the  removal  of  Mr.  Haftings. 
His  exertions  had  been  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  to  fupercedc  him  now, 
would  be  as  ridiculous  as  to  have 
recalled  governor  Elliott,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  Spaniih  batteries 
were  playing  again  ft  Gibraltar.  At 
the  fame  time,  it  was  affirmed  by 
Mr.  Dempfter,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  an  indifcriminate  advocate 
for  all  the  meafures  of  Mr.  Haft- 
Ines.  His  errors  might  be  nume- 
rous  ;  but  no  cenfure  of  him  ffiould 
be  eftablifhed,  before  they  were 
pointed  out  and  explained. 

Alter  feme  additional  converfa- 
tlon,  the  lord  advocate  obtained  per- 
milfion  to  bring  in  his  bill  ;  and  a 
few  days  after,  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  company  engaging  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe,  fir  Henry  Flet¬ 
cher  moved,  “  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dilcharge  and 
Indemnify  the  united  company  of 
merchant?  of  England  trading  to  the 


Eaft  Indies,  from  all  damages,  inter- 
eft,  and  Ioffes,  in  refpebt  to  their 
not  making  regular  payment  of  cer¬ 
tain  fums  due  to  the  public,  and  to 
allow  farther  time  for  fuch  pay¬ 
ment  ;  and  to  enable  the  company  to 
borrow  a  certain  film  of  money,  and 
to  make  a  dividend  of  four  per  cent, 
to  the  proprietors,  at  Mid fu miner, 
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The  permiffion  moved  for  by  fir 
Henrv  Fletcher  was  obtained  :  and 
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his  bill  was  palled,  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  houfe  ;  but,  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  it  met  with  opposition.  Sir 
Cecil  Wray  thought  it  paradoxical 
in  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  pro- 
fefs  diftrefs,  as  a  ground  to  bor¬ 
row  money,  and  yet  to  defire  per¬ 
miffion  to  make  a  dividend  of  four 
per  cent.  lie  prefumed  not  to  think 
that  he  was  mafter  of  the  ftate  of 
the  affairs  of  the  company  ;  and  it 
did  not  become  him  to  fay  whether 
they  were  folvent  or  not,  nor  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  be  fafe  to  entruft  them 
with  the  powers  of  the  bill.  But 
he  was  fure  that  the  bill  was  in  it- 
felt  an  argument,  if  not  of  the  in- 
folvency,  at  leaft  of  the  embarraff- 
ments  of  the  company  ;  and  it  \fas 
not  confident  with  his  duty  to  in¬ 
volve  his  conftituents  in  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  a  body  of  men,  vvhofe  cir- 
cum fiances  muff  be  allowed  to  be 
very  dubious. 

Mr.  Burke  was  difpofed  to  efta- 
liffi  it  as  a  maxim,  that  the  relief  of 
the  India  company,  and  its  reform, 
ffiould  go  together  ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  accommodations  of  the  bill 
were  abfolutely  necefiiiry,  and  ought 
to  be  applied  without '  delay.  He 
obferved,  that  the  difficulties  of  the 
moment  were  great ;  and  while  he 
gave  his  alien t  to  the  prefent  bill, 
he  inculcated  the  propriety  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  reform  of  the  abufes  in  India. 
Fie  enlarged  upon  the  bloodffied, 
the  ravages,  and  the  rapacious  prac¬ 
tice. 
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tkcs  of  the  fervants  of  the  company. 
Robbery  and  rapine  he  accounted  to 
be  their  eftabiifhed  fyftem.  The 
war  with  the  Mahrattas,  he  faid, 
was  cccafloned  by  their  refufal  to  be 
robbed.  The  famine  at  Madras  he 
imputed  to  the  conduct  of  the  Eng- 
liih  government  in  India.  He  re- 
counted  the  defpoilments  which  had 
been  made  of  the  Indian  princes 
and  princefles  ;  and  criminated  Mr. 
Mailings  in  the  il  rouge  it  language. 
It  had  been  the  refult  of  all  his  en¬ 
quiries  about  India,  that  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fervants  were  ravenous  wolves 
and  vultures,  who  watched  anxiouily 
for  prey,  and  who  in  the  lull  of 
their  cupidity  and  avarice,  let  at 
defiance  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 
He  inftanced,  that  Mr.  Mailings  had 
procured  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  by  private  loan,  in  Bengal  ; 
and  employed  it  as  an  argument, 
that  the  company  had  ceafed  to  ex- 
ill,  and  that  their  commerce  was 
nothing  more  than  2n  inilrument  of 
the  enormous  fortunes  which  un¬ 
principled  individuals  had  accumu¬ 
lated  in  India. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  was  eager  to 
Drew  that  the  public  had  derived 
very  confide  table  advantages  from 
the  company  ;  that  their  dividend 
during  peace  had  been  eight  pounds 
four  (hillings  per  annum  on  an  ave¬ 
rage  ;  that  in  the  time  of  war  it 
might  be  Hated  at  feven  pounds  fif¬ 
teen  (hillings ;  and  that  they  were  by 
no  means  in  a  (late  or  infolvency. 
Their  prefent  application  was  cre¬ 
ated  by  a  temporary  embarrafif- 
|;pnent. 

Governor  Johnftone  fupported  the 
bill,  which,  he  faid,  was  founded 
in  neceffity,  reafon,  and  jufiice; 
and,  he  ventured  to  affirm,  that  it 
was  brought  in  upon  a  compromiie 
with  the  lords  of  the  treafury.  He 
obferved,  that  the  humanity  of  Mr. 
Burke  had  run  away  with  him  j  and 


he  juftified  the  refortment  of  Mr, 
Mailings  to  private  perfons  in  the 
Bengal  government  for  eight  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds.  Me  regard¬ 
ed  that  fum  as  merely  trifling,  when 
the  number  of  the  civil  and  military 
fervants  in  the  Bengal  government 
was  confidered.  A  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals  might  have  fupplied  that- 
fum  without  juftifying  a  charge  of 
peculation  againft  the  fervants  of 
the  company.  The  famine  at  Ma¬ 
dras  was  owing  to  the  modes  of  war 
which  prevailed  in  the  Eaft  :  tho 
enemy  marked  their  march  by  de- 
folation.  This  was  a  military  ufage, 
and  eifeemed  a  requiflte  of  war ;  and 
proceeded  not  from  any  inordinate 
inclination  to  cruelty.  For  the  Mah¬ 
rattas  were  more  difpofed  than  other 
nations  to  humanity,  tie  approved 
not  of  the  grofs  terms  in  which  Mr. 
Mailings  had  been  cenfured.  It  was 
not  fair  to  be  fo  perfonal  againft 
him  in  his  ab fence ;  and  his  high 
and  fuperior  reputation  ought  to 
have  guarded  him  from  fuch  infults* 
If  there  were  any  fpecific  charges 
againft  him,  they  ought  to  be 
brought  forward.  Loofe  and  vague 
accu fations  were  not  of  fufficient 
confequence  to  make  an  imDreffion 
upon  candid  and  thinking  men. 
They  might  be  ornaments  in  a  de¬ 
clamation  ;  but  they  carried  not  the, 
conviction  of  truth. 

Mr.  Burke  declared,  that  he  was 
not  to  be  menaced  from  doing  his 
d  ufy ,  Fie  was  j  u  (lifted  by  fads  which 
he  knew  could  not  be  controverted 
in  what  he  had  faid  of  Mr..  Mail¬ 
ings.  He  had  a  fufficient  number' 
of  ads  of  criminality  to  hold  forth 
againft  him,  when  he  (ho old  under¬ 
take  the  province  of  an  accufer. 
He  did  not  mean  to  calumniate  :  he 
was  far  above  any  littlenefs  of  that 
kind  ;  but  he  would  lake  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  bring  10  jufiice  the  great- 
eft  delinquent  who  had  ever  vio¬ 
lated, 


B  Rif  I  S  H  A  X  D 


lated,  ill  India,  the  rights  ot  hu- 
inanity  and  juftice. 

Lord  John  Cavendiffi,  as  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  denied  that 
the  prefect  bill  was  any  compromife 
with  him.  He  confidered  it  as  a 
branch  of  a  larger  plan  for  the  re¬ 
lief  ot  the  company  ;  and  he  under¬ 
flood  it  to  be  brought  forward  fe- 
parately,  that  it  might  anfwer  an 
exigency  which  admitted  not  of  de¬ 
lay.  He  viewed  the  territorial  ac- 
quifitions  of  the  company  as  a  fruit¬ 
ful  fource  of  grievance.  It  would 
have  been  more  to  its  advantage  if 
they  had  confined  themfelves  to  the 
character  of  merchants.  As  the 
territorial  acquifitions,  however,  had 
been  obtained,  it  was  prudent  to  aft 
for  their  prefervation.  For  they 
would  not  revert  to  the  natives  ot 
India,  but  become  an  acceffion  of 
ftrength  to  our  natural  enemies,  the 
French,  and  give  them  advantages 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  which 
were  too  important  to  be  permitted. 
It  was  therefore  his  opinion,  that  the 
relief  necelfary  to  the  company 
fiiiould  be  granted. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers  this  bill 
met  with  a  ilight  op  petition,  and 
was  very  ably  defended  by  earl  Fitz- 
william.  He  dwelt  on  the  almolfc 
defperate  lit  nation  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  affirmed,  that  unlefs 
it  palled,  their  bankruptcy  would  be 
inevitable.  Strong  doubts  that  they 
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were  infolvent  had  gone  abroad  f-' 
and  nothing  furely  was  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  Tupport  their  credit,  and 
co-operate  to  their  welfare,  than  a 
large  dividend  fanbtioned  by  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  expenditure  of  their 
fettlements  had  far  exceeded  their 
revenue.  Their  fervants  abroad  had 
of  confequence  drawn  bills  which 
they  were  unable  to  anfwer,  with¬ 
out  a  temporary  fupply.  Thus  the 
ex 'life  nee  of  the  company  might  be 
laid  to  depend  upon  the  bill ;  and, 
in  this  ftr-ong  neceiiigy,  he  tr ufted 
that  no  objections  would  be  conii- 
dered  as  powerful  enough  todeftroy 
it. 

About  this  period,  intelligence 
was  received  that  a  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  Mahrattas  :  an  e- 
vent  infinitely  definable  ;  and,  which 
promifed  an  interval  of  liability  to 
our  at  Fairs  in  the  Eaft.  This  peace 
was  negociated  on  principles  which 
were  not  lets  honourable  to  the 
Mahrattas  than  to  the  Engliffi  ;  and, 
in  the  liberality  of  its  articles,  there 
was  a  favourable  prognoftic  of  the 
iinceritv  of  the  contrabting  parties. 
This  advantage  to  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
was  foon  followed  by  the  death  of 
Hyder  Ally,  whole  enterpriftng  lpi- 
lit,  refources,  and  vigour  of  mind, 
were  eminent,  and  who  was  animated 
againft  the  Englifn  with  an  hoftility 
the  moft  rooted  and  incurable. 


C  II  A  P.  VIII. 

The  Loan  is  proposed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Objections  to  it.  Defence 
of  it.  It  is  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  A  Difcufion  of  the  Subject  of 
Loans .  Propoftions  by  Lord  Shelburne.  Their  Rejection.  The  Loan  Bill 
pajfes. 

TH  E  duke  of  Portland,  lord  tion,  feemed  difpofed  to  con-fult  the 
John  Cavendiili,  Mr.  Fox,  true  interefts  of  their  country,  and 
andthe  leaders  6f  the  new  adipiniftra-  ta  profecute  them  with  zeaE  Upon 

entering 
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tmtering  into  office,  they  were  a- 
ware  of  the  difficulties  of  their  ii- 
tuation  ;  and  they  let  themfelves  ie- 
riouily  to  overcome  them.  The  re¬ 
venues  of  the  nation  were  in  a  mod 
ruinous  date  ;  and  yet  the  condition 
ot  affairs  rendered  it  ueceffary  that 
large  Turns  of  money  fhould  be  rail¬ 
ed.  Lord  John  Cavendiffi  dTplayed 
his  adivity  and  abilities.  In  th® 
a  ho’ufe  or  commons,  he 
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A  ciaimcd  an  indulgence 

for  the  neceility  he  had  been  under 
ot  traniading  a  great  loan,  before 
he  had  been  ten  days  in  the  office 
of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  He 
had  never  undergone  an  exertion  fo 
fatiguing  and  laborious.  In  nego- 
eiating  a  loan  or  twelve  millions,  he 
had  treated  with  gentlemen  who 
were  allowed  to  be  fully  able  to 
the  trail!  action  ;  but  they  had 
differed  about  the  terms.  The 
only  criterion  by  which  he  could 
be  guided,  was  the  market  price 
of  the  ffocks  at  the  time.  The  day 
on  which  he  was  anxious  to  cloth 
with  thele  gentlemen,  the  3  per 
cents,  were  at  67,  and  the  4  per 
cents,  at  84;  but  they  refilled  to 
take  the  3  per  cents,  at  more  than 
66,  and  the  4  per  cents,  at  more 
than  83,  Upon  this,  the  negociation 
was  for  fome  time  fufpended.  But 
the  gentlemen  afterwards  agreeing 
to  what  is  called  on  ’Change  the 
fplitting  the  difference,  it  was  ter¬ 
minated  on  that  ground.  His  lord- 
fhip  confeffedthat  the  bargain  was, 
perhaps,  too  advantageous  to  the 
money-lenders  ;  but  there  being 
great  danger  in  a  delay,  he  judged 
it  1110ft  expedient  to  conclude  the 
tranfahlion.  It  had  alio  been  his 
vvilh  to  have  extended  ihe  loan  to  a 
greater  number  of  bankers  than  the 
eleven  who  had  made  propofals  for 
it,  in  order  that  he  might  not  be 
expofed  to  the  imputation  of  having 
favourites.  They  would  not,  how- 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y.  63 

■  / 

ever,  confent  to  gratify  him  in  tin# 
particular.  He  had,  notwithftand- 
mg,  made  a  referve,  to  be  di- 
ftnbuted  to  other  bankers. 

Mr.  Pitt  objected  to  the  terms  of 
the  lqan,  and  was  of  opinion  that  a 
bargain  might  have  been  concluded 
more  advantageouily  for  the  public. 
The  low  price  of  the  funds  at  the 
time  of  making  tire  loan  was  tem¬ 
porary  and  artificial  f  and  was  not 
by  any  means  the  rule  which  ought 
to  have  direftfed  the  terms  of  the 
t  ran  fa  ft  ion.  He  alfo  di  (approved  of 
the  mode  of  the  diftribution  of  the 
loan.  That  any  part  of  it  fhould  be  let 
apart  for  minifterial  allotment,  was 
alarming.  There  were  two  ways  of 
making  a  loan,  bv  the  life  of  either 
of  which  the  public  would  have 
beenferved  in  a  much  higher  degree 
than  by  the  method  adopted  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The 
firft  of  thefe  ways,  was  bv  dividing 
the  money-lenders  into  lets,  and 
creating  a  competition.  It  was  ob¬ 
vious,  that  by  this  means,  terms 
better  for  the  public  mu  ft  have- 
been  procured.  And  in  the  fecond 
place,  if  the  eleven  bankers  who 
had  made  propofals  for  the  loan  had 
obtained  the  whole  or  it,  they  would 
moll  certainly  have  been  dilpofed 
to  behave  with  the  greater  genera¬ 
lity  to  the  public. 

Lord  John  Cavendifti  infilled,  that 
he  had  affted  with  the  ftridfeft  pro¬ 
priety.  He  had  chofen  to  treat  with 
fo  many  as  eleven  bankers,  that  he 
might  avoid  the  imputation  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  few  favourites ;  for  if  he  had 
negociated  with  a  lmaller  number  of 
perfons,  an  extreme  clamour  would 
have  rifen  againft  him.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  a  competition,  it  had  nor 
been  in  his  power  to  eff'edi  it. 
Many  individuals,  indeed,  had  ap¬ 
plied  to  him  ;  but  he  had  reafon  to 
fufpecl  their  importance  as  monied 
men  ;  and  it  was  incumbent  on  him 
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to  take  care  of  the  public,  by  con¬ 
tracting  with  individuals  whole  re- 
fponfibility  was  undoubted.  In  the 
divifion  of  the  loan,  he  had  ftudied 
to  guard  again  ft  every  poffibility  of 
eeniure.  To  the  eleven  bankers 
there  was  allotted  feven  millions  and 
feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  To 
the  great  trading  companies  of  Eng¬ 
land,  another  part  of  the  loan  was 
given.  A  third  divifion  of  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  cufiom,  went  to  the  clerks 
of  the  treafury,  and  the  other  pub¬ 
lic  offices.  And  he  had  referved 
two  millions  and  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  diftribiition. 
Of  this  fu.m  there  had  been  given 
promifcuoufly  among  the  bankers  of 
London,  who  were  unconnected  with 
the  leading  contractors  in  the  loan, 
the  fum  of  two  millions  and  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  There 
could  then  remain  only  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  for  what  had 
been  termed  mini  {ferial  allotment. 
But  in  fadt  no  fum  had  yet  been  dif- 
tributed  with  a  view  to  influence  ; 
and  it  did  not  confift  with  his  incli¬ 
nations  to  employ  the  money  of  the 
public  for  private  ends  of  policy.  As 
to  members  of  parliament,  they 
anight  in  the,  prefen  t  bufinefs  be  fa  id 
to  have  been  prolcribed  by  him.  He 
might  be  milled  by  milinformation, 
or  perhaps  he  might  err  through  ig¬ 
norance  ;  but  he  was  confident,  that 
his  condud  was  virtuous  and  impar¬ 
tial.  As  to  the  fuppofed  idea  that 
the  adding  ex  cl  u  lively  witli  the  e- 
leven  bankers,  would  have  turned 
out  advantageoufly  to  the  public,  it 
was  a  fancy. that  would  fall  inftant- 
ly  to  the  ground  when  it  was  obferv- 
ed,  that  on  the  propofol  being  laid 
before  them,  they  would  make  no 
alteration  as  to  terms.  The  loan 
was  as  good  as  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pedited  from  the  lhortnefs  of  the  time 
in  which  it  was  necehary  to  make 
it  j  and  for  that  caufe  of  blame  the 


obffinacy  of  the  late  miniilry  was 
alone  accountable.  The  complaints 
which  were  made  againft  the  loan 
did  not  proceed  from  a  virtuous  jea- 
loufy  ot  too  much  of  it  having  found 
its  way  within  the  walls  of  the  houfe, 
but  from  the  contrary  perfuaiion. 
As  a  politician,  he  would  have  acted 
with  greater  art,  if  he  had  behaved 
in  his  didribiuicns  with  lefs  integ¬ 
rity  and  rigour,  if  he  had  been  lei’s 
fcrupulous,  he  would  have  been  lefs 
cenfured.  He  had  avoided  every 
art  of  corruption  ;  and  yet  be  was 
expofed  to  ceniiires  which  could  on¬ 
ly  apply  to  the  corrupt. 

In  palling  this  bill,  the 
commons  did  not  fail  to  do 
juftice  to  the  fmcerity  and  proper 
intentions  of  lord  John  Cavendiih. 
In  the  houfe  of  peers  it  gave  rife  to 
an  intere fling  debate,  in  which  lord 
Shelburne  diflinguilbed  htmfelf  in  a 
great  degree.  His  lordfhip  dis¬ 
claimed  all  ideas  of  rancour  and  ani- 
mofity,  and- expreifed  himfelr  to  be. 
animated  by  no  retrofpedive  mo¬ 
tives.  His  oppofition  to  the  bill 
arofe  not  in  party,  but  was  founded 
on  its  real  and  apparent  defeats,  A 
notion  had  indeed  prevailed,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  the  foie 
diredion  of  money  bills.  He  could 
not  give  his  countenance  to  an  opi- 
nion  of  this  fort.  It  invaded  the 
rights  of  this  houfe,  and  ferved  to 
impair  the  conilitution  by  detracting 
from  the  weight  of  the  nobles.  The 
houfe  of  peers  had  a  claim  to  alii  if 
in  the  management  ot  the  public 
money  ;  and  it  was  their  duty  to  up¬ 
hold  a  privilege  which  had  been, 
tranfmitted  to  them,  and  of  which, 
they  were  the  guardians.  He  had 
no  defire  to  difiurb  government  or 
to  interrupt  the  public  bufinefs.  But 
he  was  foliciccus  to  eilablifli  the 
principles  upon  which  loans  ought 
to  be  direded. 

Ele  remarked  -that  men  unfkilled 

in 


FOREIGN 


m  loans  were  apt  to  fufpebt  a  myf- 
tery  in  them.  But  it  was  not  requi- 
fite  to  be  a  great  financier  to  under- 
ftand  them  ;  and  in  times  of  peace 
like  the  prefeiit,  to  make  a  good  one 
there  were  only  wanted  firmnefs  and 
integrity.  There  were  three  me¬ 
thods  of  conducting  a  loan.  Thefe 
were  by  an  open  fubfeription,  by  a 
clofe  one,  or  by  a  competition.  It 
was  only  in  certain  circ urn  (lances, 
and  in  a  period  of  peace,  that  an 
open  loan  was  to  be  adopted.  A 
clofe  one  was  in  general  the  molt  ad- 
vifable  meafure ;  and  the  greatefl 
care  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  the 
fum  wanted  a  profound  fecret  till 
the  lail  moment.  To  a£t  with  a  few, 
was  more  advantageous  than  with 

O 

many.  The  reafon  was  obvious; 
for  when  the  whole  of  a  loan  was 
in  the  hands  of  a  few,  they  were 
fatisfied  with  a  fmaller  profit.  It 
was  alfo  right  in  making  a  loan  to 
feieht  rich  and  refponfible  indivi¬ 
duals.  They  could  make  it  anfwer 
the  better  by  bringing  it  to  market 
gradually  ;  and  by  buying  it  in 
again,  if  it  fell  too  low.  He  inflanced 
a  loan  of  the  duke  of  Newcaflle’s, 
which  from  fame  unforefeen  acci¬ 
dent  fell  immediately  to  three  per 
cent,  difeount.  The  duke  taking 
an  alarm  that  he  had  made  an  unfair 
bargain,  defired  to  fee  the  perfons 
he  had  contracted  with  ;  and  their 
eonverfation  for  fome  time  was  un- 
fatisfahfory  and  difquieting.  At 
length  one  of  the  contractors  whofe 
experience  in  bufinefs  had  been  great, 
and  who  had  immenfe  wealth,  with¬ 
drew  with  the  duke,  and  delibe¬ 
rated  with  him  fecretly.  It  was  not 
long  before  they  returned  in  high 
fpirits  to  the  other  money  lenders, 
whom  they  directed  to  go  home 
and  to  remain  perfectly  at  their  eafe* 
The  perfon  who  had  fpoken  to  the 
duke  went  directly  to  the  ’Change, 
and  bought  up  the  lcrip  as  fail  as  it 
was  offered  to  file.  The  conie- 
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quence  was,  that  next  day  it  roftf 
one  per  cent,  a  bo  ye  par. 

The  loan  appeared  to  his  eye  to 
be  exceptionable  in  every  point  of 
light,  it  had  been  made  without 
any  knovvlege  of  the  funds  ;  and  by 
calculations  he  endeavoured  ro  fliew, 
that  the  public  would  fuflain  an 
undoubted  lofs  to  the  amount  of  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds* 
He  inveighed  againfl  the  referve 
which  had  been  made  ;  and  he  insi¬ 
nuated,  that  no  perfons  out  of  the 
miniftry  could  conjecture  what  might 
be  concealed  under  the  cover  of  the 
large  films  allotted  to  the  bankers. 
The  very  notion  of  acting  with 
bankers  was  in  his  opinion  reprehen- 
fi ble ;  and  he  declared  that  in  France, 
it  was  a  common  adage,  41  obtain 
but  pofleflion  of  the  bankers  and  you 
may  manage  the  whole  kingdom.” 
He  very  much  dreaded,  that  great 
influence  might  be  employed  through 
the  medium  of  bankers  ;  and  that 
the  loan,  if  it  was  bad  for  the  pub¬ 
lic,  might  be  beneficial  in  eftablifli* 
ing  the  power  and  connedtions  of  the 
minifler. 

He  entered  into  the  mode  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  loan  by  competition,  and  ex* 
prefied  his  approbation  of  it*  He 
affirmed  that  an  offer  of  a  compe¬ 
tition  from  four  gentlemen  of  unde¬ 
niable  refponfibility  had  been  fub- 
mitted  to  the  treafury  ;  and  he  could 
not  conceive  upon  what  grounds 
they  had  been  neglected.  After 
preffing  this  point  with  great  earned: - 
nefs,  he  moved  the  following  refo- 
lutions:  44  i.  Thar  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  ho  life,  that  all  future  loans 
fhould  be  conducted  in  a  manner 
which  may  bell  conduce  to  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  national  debt,  or  which 
at  leaft  may  not  obftruCt  fuch  reduc¬ 
tion,  but  rather  manifeit  the  in¬ 
tention  of  government  to  proceed  in 
due  time  to  fuch  a  meafure.  2.  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that 
whenever  it  Khali  be  thought  expe- 
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client  in  negoclating  a  public  loan, 
to  deal  with  individuals,  and  not  on 
the  foot  of  an  open  fubfcription,  the 
whole  fum  to  be  railed,  fhall  be  bor¬ 
rowed  of  or  taken  from  l'uch  indivi¬ 
duals,  without  referve  of  any  part 
for  the  future  difpofal  of  any  mi- 
nifter.” 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  differed  entirely 
in  opinion  frofri  lord  Shelburne,  and 
could  not  be  perfuaded  that  any 
blame  ought  to  be  thrown  out  on 
the  negociators  of  the  loan.  He 
urged  the  extreme  preflu  re  of  the 
moment,  dated  the  condition  of  the 
army  and  the  navy,  and  the  necef- 
firy  for  money  to  carry  on  the  pur- 
poles  of  government.  A  few  days 
only  could  be  allowed  to  tranfadf  the 
loan  ;  and  a  great  variety  of  unfa¬ 
vourable  circum dances  were  upon 
the  fide  of  minidry.  It  was  impof- 
iible  to  conceal  from  the  money 
lenders,  that  twelve  millions  were 
wanted  ;  and  in  regulating  the  bar¬ 
gain,  there  could  be  no  better  rule 
than  the  price  of  the  funds  at  the 
time.  He  allowed  that  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  had  advifed  a  competition  ; 
but  in  order  to  etfedV  one,  he  re¬ 
minded  the  noble  lord,  that  there 
ought  neceflarily  to  be  two  lets  of 
bidders. 

As  to  the  refolutions  which  had 
been  moved,  he  regarded  the 0;ie  to 
f  -  without  any  ufe  or  neceflity,  and 
r  .e  other  to  be  wild  and  improper, 
i  .  was  demondratively  obvious,  that 
all  loans  fhould  be  made  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  proceed  in  due  time  to  the 

udhon  of  the  national  debt.  In 
f  f  the  prefent  loan  was  tranfa&ed 
%■  that  view  ;  and  the  more  it  was 
exa.  lined  it  would  appear  the  more 
rty  ’unable  and  expedient. 

d  Stormont  judified  the  loan 
f  the  peculiarity  of  thecircum- 
s  in  connection  with  it  ;  and 
'  :  Sated  the  cenfure  thrown  out 

a  "lied  it  on  the  grounds  of  the 


refervation  which  had  been  made. 
He  faid  that  the  eleven  perfons  who 
contrasted  for  it  were  offered  the 
whole  without  any  refervation,  if 
they  would  take  it  at  better  term’s 
for  the  public.  But  that  they  would 
not  go  into  the  views  of  the  negocia- 
tors.  There  were  difficulties  in  the 
hufinefs  ;  and  thefe  had  chiefly 
arifen  from  the  prepoderous  conduCt 
of  the  late  adminidration.  In  the 
moment  when  the  nation  was  flufli- 
ed  with  the  idea  of  peace,  and  had 
not  inquired  into  its  articles,  they 
ought  to  have  concluded  a  loan. 
Their  delay  was  oppreffive  to  the 
prefent  minidry,  and  an  injury  to 
the  country.  They  had  aided  with 
a  baking  degree  of  imprudence,  and 
taking  advantage  of  their  own  er¬ 
rors,  they  oppoled  their  fucceilbrs 
for  not  having  done  what  they  had 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to 
do.  The  loan  could  not  be  termed 
an  advantageous  one  ;  but  it  was  as 
good  as  could  have  been  expended 
from  the  obdacles  which  had  been 
raifed  againd  it.  Upon  the  fide  of 
the  prefent  adminidration,  there 
were  integrity  of  intention  and  flrm- 
nefs  of  proceedings  ;  and  he  hoped 
that  no  noble  lord  would  be  led  af¬ 
fray  by  the  flowers  of  eloquence  or 
the  fafcination  of  rhetoric.  The 
refolutions  moved  were  infidious  and 
could  operate  to  no  ufeful  end. 
Their  tendency  was  pernicious.  For 
they  might  retard  the  meafures  of 
government,  and  faflen  an  impro¬ 
per  reflection  on  the  negociators  oF 
the  loan. 

Lord  Loughborough  maintained 
that  the  fir  11  refolution  was  defective 
and  dubious,  it  afteCted  to  infinuate 
that  a  loan  could  contribute  to  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt.  Now 
no  idea  could  be  more  wildly  ab- 
furd.  The  loan  was  calculated  to 
increafe  our  debt  by  the  exaCf  fum 
which  was  borrowed.  It  could  not 
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snake  Ttlefs.  Neither  could  the  go¬ 
vernment  or  the  minider  by  a  mere 
mdt  of  loan  exprefs  an  intention  of 
reducing  the  national  debt.  "Yet  a 
condrudtion  of  this  kind  was  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord.  But  the  adlion  of  borrowing 
money  could  not  in  itfelf  be  a  re- 
dudfion  of  debt,  or  difcover  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  it. 

Lord  Derby  affirmed,  that  no  real 
or  folid  objection  could  be  made  to 
the  loan.  He  declared  that  the  un¬ 
happy  date  of  the  country  for  fix 
weeks,  which  had  been  termed  an 
interregnum,  was  folely  to  be  a- 
fcrihed  to  the  lad  adminiftration. 
They  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the 
fioufe  of  commons  ;  and  yet  they 
fondly  lingered  in  office  to  the  in¬ 
jury  of  the  public.  Their  condudf 
was  more  than  abfurd,  it  had  been 
dedrudlive ;  and  an  inquiry  ought  to 
be  made  into  it,  that  thofe  who  had 
given  improper  advice  to  the  crown 
might  be  puniffied  and  held  forth  to 
fihame. 

Lord  Shelburne  declared  his  rea- 
dinefs  to  join  in  an  add  refs  to  the 


throne,  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  the 
interregnum.  He  did  not  believe 
that  he  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the 
commons  ;  and  he  was  proud  to  fay, 
that  he  had  gone  out  of  office  hold¬ 
ing  his  head  higher  than  thofe  who 
came  in.  He  thanked  God,  that  he 
was  independent  of  all  parties  ;  and 
protefted,  that  if  he  had  not  been 
obliged  to  quit  his  fituation,  he 
would  have  brought  forward  great 
plans  of  reform  and  ceconomy.  It  had 
been  reproached  to  the  late  admini¬ 
ftration,  that  they  had  not  made 
the  loan.  They  were  preparing, 
however,  to  do  it  :  and  the  terms 
intended  were  very  different  from 
thofe  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
prefect  mini  ft  ry.  It  was  not  a  plan 
of  his  to  have  made  any  refervation 
with  a  view  to  influence.  As  to  his 
refolutions,  he  had  done  his  duty  by 
moving  them ;  and  it  remained  for 
the  houfe  to  adopt  or  to  rejedt 
them. 

Notwithftanding  the  ability  of 
lord  Shelburne,  his  refolutions  were 
negatived  without  a  divifion  ;  and 
the  loan  bill  was  pafied. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Mr,  Pitt's  Motion  for  a  P  arii  ament  ary  Reformation,  His  Refolutions •  Ob¬ 
jections  to  them.  Defence  of  them ,  Divifion  againji  them . 


THE  idea  of  a  parliamentary 
reform,  having  gone  abroad, 
gave  rife  to  an  endlefs  variety  of  {pe¬ 
culations  ;  and  the  prefs  held  forth 
to  obfervation  many  fc hemes  of  im  ¬ 
provement,  which  had  fuggefted 
themfelves  to  individuals.  But 
whatever  benefit  may  accrue  from 
the  labours  of  the  ftudious  and  in- 
quifitive,  it  is  in  parliament  alone 
that  any  adtual  and  lading  fteps  can 
be  taken  to  improve  upon  conftitu- 


tional  forms,  with  a  view  to  advance 
the  happinefs  and  interefts  of  the 
date.  Mr.  Pitt,  fraught  with  fenti- 
ments  of  public  virtue,  had  an¬ 
nounced  his  purpofe  of  calling  the 
deliberations  of  the  commons  to  a 
parliamentary  reformation  ;  and  In 
conformity  to  his  notice  he  opened 
his  views  on  this  important  objedf. 

He  declared  that  he  felt  lvr 
fenfations  of  awe  and  diffi- 
culty  ofefnbarradment  anddiffidence 
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when  he  rofe  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  a  topic  fo  weighty  as  that  of  the 
principles  of  a  coniUtution,  which 
was  alike  the  envy  and  admiration  of 
the  world.  He  was  deeply  confci- 
ous  of  the  difficulty  ot  the  talk 
which  he  had  undertaken.  He  beheld 
the  coniUtution  of  his  country  with 
wonder  and  gratitude.  It  bellowed 
upon  Englishmen  privileges  fo  dear 
and  valuable,  fo  advantageous  and 
dignified,  that  they  were  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  fubje&s  of  any 
other  nation.  There  was  not  on  the 
Surface  of  the  globe  a  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  which  could  be  compared 
with  it,  and  which  was  fo  nearly 
allied  to  the  perfection  of  freedom. 
He  Was  not  prefumptuous  enough  to 
think  of  laying  violent  hands  on  a 
coniUtution  fo  pure  and  fo  worthy 
of  veneration.  He  meant  not  to 
difplay  any  mark  of  a  mad  and  vi¬ 
sionary  zeal,  by  attempting  an  in¬ 
novation  on  what  our  anceltors  had 
purchafed  at  fo  great  an  expence  of 
blood  and  treafure,  and  had  deliver¬ 
ed  to  us  as  the  moll  leered  of  all 
trulls.  His  wifli  was  infinitely  dif¬ 
ferent.  He  defired  to  reftore  the 
true  fpirit  to  our  coniUtution,  and 
to  bring  it  back  to  that  liability  and 
vigour  which  time  and  changes,  ac¬ 
cident  and  events,  had  contributed 
to  enfeeble  and  diminilh. 

The  Hate  of  parliamentary  repre- 
fentation  was  partial  and  inadequate. 
The  progrefs  of  an  undue  influence 
was  alarming  and  ominous.  -  The 
true  fpirit  of  liberty  had  decayed. 
The  powersof  check  and  controul  in 
the  different  branches  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  were  debilitated.  There  were 
clamours  without  doors  ;  and  in 
fearch  of  a  fit  remedy  to  our  griev¬ 
ances,  an  airy  Speculation  went  forth, 
and  engendered  vifions  and  chimeras. 
Ideas  of  reform  impracticable  and 
romantic  were  conceived,  and  were 
fortunately  delfined  to  die  away  in 
the  hands  of  their  inventors..  In 


what  he  was  about  to  propofe,  be 
was  animated  with  a  fincere  paffioti 
to  promote  the  profperity  of  his 
country.  He  begged,  therefore,  to 
be  heard  witfi  difpaffion  and  without 
prejudice. 

The  meafure  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe,  was  not  defigned  to  gratify  any 
particular  defeription  of  men.  But 
he  believed  it  would  tend  effentially 
to  cure  the  grievance  in  view,  to 
calm  the  minds  of  the  public,  and 
to  revive  the  true  fpirit  of  the  con- 
flitution,  without  opening  too  wide 
a  door  for  experiments  and  innova¬ 
tion.  The  conllitution  of  England  con- 
filled  of  three  ellates,  each  of  which 
had  its  peculiar  and  feparate  pre¬ 
rogatives.  Thefe  different  preroga¬ 
tives,  notwithstanding,  co-operated 
together  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
empire;  and,  though feemingly  dif- 
cordant,  united  in  matters  of  high 
confeq uence  and  moment.  The 
equipoife  of  thefe  ellates  was  ad- 
julled  with  great  nicety,  and  yvhile 
it  kept  its  centre,  the  coniUtution 
would  neceffarily  be  productive  of 
liberty.  From  the  advances,  how¬ 
ever,  of  corruption  and  the  pro¬ 
grefs  ot  exertions  of  influence,  it 
was  universally  known  and  acknow- 
leged  that  the  houfe  of  commons  ( 
had  departed  trom  the  original  fpirit 
and  rules  of  the  coniUtution,  and 
that  the  people  of  England  com¬ 
plained  with  reafon  and  julUce,  that 
there  fublilted  not  between  them 
and  their  reprefentatives  that  ffriCt 
community  of  interellamJ  language 
which  ought  invariably  to  have  pre¬ 
vailed. 

For  this  difeafe  it  was  neceflary 
to  feek  lor  a  remedy.  A  variety  of 
fchemes  had  been  pointed  out  as  ade¬ 
quate  and  practicable  ;  but  they  il- 
lulirated  rather  the  -zeal  than  tha 
wifdom  of  thofe  who  had  formed 
them.  An  idea  had  been  entertained 
by  fome  of  an  equal  and  uni  verbal 
reprefentation.  This  idea  appeared  ro 

him 
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him  to  be  wild,  extravagant,  and 
impracticable.  It  involved  an  end- 
lefs  multitude  of  contradictions,  and 
would  lead  to  a  fyftem  of  oppreilion 
and  tyranny.  They  mu  ft  not  give 
way  to  fuch  vague  theories.  No  al¬ 
teration  fhould  be  made  upon  the 
con  fti  tut  ion,  but  with  the  moft 
Wary  jealoufy,  and  the  moft  wake¬ 
ful  fufpicion.  The  meafure  he  had 
to  propofe  was  gentle,  moderate, 
and  fafe.  He  would  throw  it  for 
the  fake  of  perfpicuity  into  the  form 
ot  refolutions ;  and  he  begged  that 
they  might  not  be  rejected  without 
a  due  difcuffion.  The  main  or  chief 
object  of  them  was  an  augmentation, 
oi  the  numbers  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  by  the  addition  of  county 
members,  and  members  for  the  me- 
tronolis.  Such  members  he  dated 

Jl 

as  the  lead  liable  to  impurity  and 
corruption,  and  as  thofe  whom  the 
people  regarded 'with  the  greateft 
confidence.  An  addition  of  this  fort 
would,  of  confequence,  eftablifh  a 
greater  community  and  power  of  in- 
terefts,  between  that  houfe  and  the 
people;  and  would  operate  to  the 
extinction  of  thofe  doubts  and  jea- 
loulies  which  prevailed  without  doors 
of  improper  influence  and  corrupt 
motives.  It  would  at  the  fame  time 
be  a  means  of  fupporting  every 
honed  adminiftration,  by  checking 
thofe  fluctuations  of  government 
which  had  abounded  fo  much  of 
late,  ‘  1  and  which  foreign  nations 
deemed  fo  difgraceful  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  1  ‘  '  , 

It  was  his  opinion  that  an  addition 
fhould  be  made  of  at  leaft  one  hun¬ 
dred  county  members  ;  yet  if  it 
fhould  be  contended  that  two  addi¬ 
tional  members  for  each  county  was 
fufficient,  he  fhould  think  that  the 
acquifttion  of  that  point,  though 
only  a  partial  application  of  his  pro- 
pofition,  would  be  a  eonfiderable  im¬ 
provement  of  the  conftitution,  With 


regard  to  what  were  termed  the  rot” 
ten  boroijghs,  he  did  not  wifh  to  de~ 
ftroy  their  rights.  For  the  arbitra¬ 
ry  disfranchiiing  of  any  eleCtors  was 
a  ftroke  of  tyranny  and  injuftice* 
Buthe  efteemed  it  right,  that  where 
a  majority  of  the  voters  of  fuch 
boroughs  were  convicted  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  a  ground  of  disfranchifement 
fhould  be  opened  againft  them.  That 
the  innocent,  however,  might  not 
fuffer  with  the  guilty,  he  accounted 
it  expedient  that  the  virtuous  mino¬ 
rities  of  fuch  boroughs  fhould  be  en¬ 
titled  to  vote  for  the  counties  where 
the  disfranchifed  boroughs  were  ft- 
tuated.  There  could  be  no  better 
method  of  preferring  boroughs  from 
corruption. 

He  had  three  refolutions  to  fub- 
mit  to  deliberation.  The  firft  he 
imagined  would  be  afiented  to  with 
little  hefitation.  Of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  fecond,  he  entertained  fanguine 
hopes  ;  and  concerning  the  third,  he 
observed,  that,  though  it  might  meet 
with  oppoiition,  he  wasdifpofed  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  was  founded  in  reafon  and 
propriety.  Thefe  refolutions  were 
ofthe  following  import.  u  i.That  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that 
meafures  were  highly  neceflary  to 
be  taken  for  the  farther  prevention 
of  bribery  and  expence  at  elections. 
2. That  for  the  future,  when  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  voters  for  any  borough 
fhall  be  convicted  of  grofs  and 
notorious  corruption  before  a  feleCt 
committee  of  that  houfe,  appointed 
to  try  the  merits  of  any  election, 
fuch  borough  fhould  be  disfran¬ 
chifed,  and  the  minority  of  voters 
not  fo  convicted  fliould  be  intitled  to 
vote  for  the  county  in  which  filch 
borough  fhall  be  fituated.  3.  That 
an  addition  of  knights  of  the  {hire, 
and  of  reprefentatives  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  fhould  be  added  to  the  ftate  of 
the  representation.” 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  if  he 
E  3  fliould 
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fhould  fucceed  In  tliefe  refolutions, 
It  was  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill 
upon  their  refpedtive  principles ; 
and  that  it  would  then  be  proper  to 
difcufs  and  decide  upon  the  precife 
number  of  the  new  knights  of  the 
fibre,  and  of  the  other  regulations 
and  refit idlions  which  might  be  ufe- 
ful  and  expedient, 

<  Mr.  Powis  argued  with  ability  a- 
gainil  the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  infilled  that  the  grievance  fhould 
be  pointed  out  and  explained  before 
any  alteration  fhould  be  made  in  the 
conflitution  of  the  houfe.  Ideas  of 
3'eform  fo  extravagant  had  gone  a™ 
broad,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  great  ell  caution.  He 
talked  with  ridicule  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond's  ficheme  of  univerfal  re- 
prefentation  ;  and  declared  that  the 
noble  reformer  being  filled  with  the 
grandeur  of  his  fubjedt,  difdained  to 
regard  the  narrow  limits  of  practica¬ 
bility.  He  afferted  that  the  people 
t>f  England  felt  no  real  grievance ; 
but  that  their  paffionshad  been  ex¬ 
cited  by  incendiaries,  who  had  been 
Pent  into  the  different  counties  to 
promote  the  bufinefs  of  petitioning 
for  a  reform  of  parliament.  But 
though  petitions  had  been  tranfmit- 
ted  requesting  a  reform,  yet  they 
made  no  fpecific  charges  of  crimina¬ 
lity  or  grievance. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  ancient 
times  when  our  conftitution  was  vir¬ 
tuous,  and  an  anxious  wifii  was  ex- 
prelfed  that  the  true  fpirit  of  our  go¬ 
vernment  fhould  be  reftored.  Pie 
was  however  at  a  lofs  to  recoiled! 
the  period  when  there  exiffcd  a  vir¬ 
tuous  and  uncorrupted  reprefenta- 
tion.  Under  what  prince,  and  in 
what  sera,  were  we  to  look  for  thofe 
happy,  thofe  chafle,  thole  halcyon 
days  ?  The  country  might  indeed 
labour  under  a  difeafe  ;  but  he  wifh- 
ed  that  before  the  phyficians  fiiould 
prcieiibe  for  it  they  would  effablifh 


and  explain  its  prognoses.  The 
conftitution  had  lafted  long,  and  he 
believed  it  would  lafi:  much  longer^, 
unlefs  it  was  tampered  with.  Poli¬ 
ticians  might  be  compared  to  quacks ; 
and  in  the  prefent  cafe  their  beha¬ 
viour  was  not  more  abfurd  than  that 
of  the  dodlor,  who  meeting  in  the- 
ffreet  a  lame  man  fhould  fay  to  him,. 
“  Good  God,  Sir,  how  came  you 
by  that  leg.  It  is  fhorter  than  the 
other.  I  wonder  how  you  walk 
with  it  ?”  The  lame  man  might 
naturally  enough  reply,  44  I  was  born 
with  my  leg  in  this  condition.  The 
infirmity  is  a  natural  one,  and  does 
not  prevent  me  from  doing  my  duty 
as  a  citizen,  churchwarden,  clergy¬ 
man,  or  militia  officer.  I  can  walk, 
dance,  and  jump,  notwit h Handing 
my  latnenefs  ffand  have  been  able 
to  do  fo  thefe  twenty  years  A  44  Your 
cafe,  however,  refumes  the  quack, 
is  critical  and  unfeemly.  I  muff 
take  you  under  my  direction .  I  rnufii 
break  your  leg  in  order  to  cure  it.** 
In  this  light  he  confefled  the  refo¬ 
lutions  which  had  been  read  ffruck 
his  underftanding.  It  was  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  offer  advice  and  remedies 
where  they  were  neither  aiked  for 
nor  wanted.  To  give  way  to  jea» 
joufies  on  the  fubjedf  of  reprefenta- 
tion,  was  to  court  difficulties  with¬ 
out  neceffity;  and  to  new-model  the 
fabric  of  our  liberties,  was  to  fport 
with  a  truft  the  moll  invaluable. 
He  profefied  himfelf  to  be  as  inde¬ 
pendent  as  any  man  could  be ;  his 
love  of  his  country  was  fincere  and 
ffrong ;  and  he  was  ready  to  facri- 
fice  his  life  for  its  fupport.  But  ho 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  in¬ 
volve  the  kingdom  in  danger  from 
a  vain  expedition  of  advantages,  or 
from  a  prepofterous  indulgence  in 
hopes  that  were  never  to  be  real-, 
ized. 

Mr.  T.  Pitt  intimated  his  dread 
of  changes,  and  an  apprehenfion 

left 
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left  any  encouragement  fhould  be 
given  to  thofe  imprafti cable  plans  of 
reform  which  were  floating*  on  the 
public.  He  exprefled  a  ftrong  dif- 
approbation  at  the  madnefs  of  theo- 
rifts.  But  though  he  was  an  ene¬ 
my  to  vifionary  {peculations,  he  was 
friendly  to  reforms  upon  conftitu- 
tional  principles ;  and  he  could  not 
but  bellow  his  affent  to  refolutions 
which  held  forth  fpecinc  remedies 
upon  practical  grounds.  They  in¬ 
volved  no  new  principles,  refeinded 
no  ancient  rights  arbitrarily,  and 
eftablifhed  no  dangerous  precedents. 

O  a 

The  county  members  were  no 
doubt  the  moll  refpectable  part  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ; 
and  it  would  certainly  be  an  im¬ 
provement  on  the  conftitution  to 
augment  their  number.  He  ac- 
knowledged,  however,  that  the  mea- 
fure  fhould  be  cautioully  carried 
into  execution  ;  and  that  the  aug- 

4  c!> 

mentation  or  new  knights  fhould 
not  be  too  great.  The  conftitution 
was  a  fyftem  fo  nice  and  fo  compli¬ 
cated,  that  its  mechanifm  required  to 
be  touched  with  the  greateft  (kill. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  the  refolu¬ 
tions  pointed  at  an  increafe  of  mem¬ 
bers  that  would  render  the  houfe  of 
commons  too  bulky  and  unwieldy 
tor  bufinefs.  It  feemed  to  him  that 
the  addition  of  one  member  to  each 
county  in  England  and  Wales  was 
lufficient.  To  overfhoot  the  mark 
would  tend  to  mifehief  and  calami¬ 
ty.  He  admired  the  limited  mo¬ 
narchy  under  which  we  lived;  and 
he  could  deftre  nothing  more  an- 
xioufiy  than  that  all  its  checks  fhould 
remain  unimpaired.  There  was 
danger  in  giving  too  much  power 
to  the  people  as  well  as  to  the  prince. 
It  was  a  pleafure  to  him  to  obferve 
that  the  refolutions  did  not  meddle 
with  the  burgage  tenures  ;  for  fhefe 
he  conftdered  as  fortrefles  againft 
the  influence  of  the  minilUr.  Yet 


from  the  peculiarity  of  his  fituntion 
he  was  feniible  that  by  this  opinion 
he  would  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
charge  of  felfifhnefs.  As  a  proof 
however,  of  his  fincerity,  he  was 
ready  to  make  a  voluntary  facrifice 
of  his  borough  to  lave  the  reft.  It 
was  of  little  confequence  to  the  na¬ 
tion  whether  he  or  his  pofterity 
fhould  have  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  provided  the  conftitution 
fhould  be  confirmed  in  its  ftrength 
and  purity. 

Againft  Mr.  Fox  he  directed  him- 
lelf  with  an  emphatic  earneftnefs. 
He  confidered  him  as  the  foie  mini- 
fter,  and  cautioned  the  houfe  a* 
gainft  the  plans  and  intentions  of  a 
ftatefman,  who  made  an  open  avow¬ 
al  of  taking  every  opportunity  of 
throwing*  power  into  the  fcale  of  the 
people.  It  was  his  wifti  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  kingly  nor  the  democratic- 
branches  of  the  conftitution  fhould 
preponderate.  To  think  of  break¬ 
ing  the  equilibrium  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  was  equivalent  to  a  confpiracy 
to  deftroy  it ;  and  it  was  of  equal 
indifference  what  part  fhould  pre¬ 
vail.  To  run  headlong  into  pro¬ 
jects  that  went  to  unknit  the  frame 
of  our  government,  was  phrenzy  andl 
not  wifdom. 

Lord  Mulgrave  did  not  approve 
of  the  refolutions.  Every  precau¬ 
tion  which  could  be  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  corruption  and  undue  influence 
had  already  been  applied;  and  the 
meafures  now  fuggefted  feemed  to 
be  idle  and  nugatory.  Human  na¬ 
ture  muft  itfelf  be  reformed  before 
men  could  indulge  in  the  fancy  ot 
framing  a  perfect  conftitution.  A 
political  fabric,  exempted  from 
every  fault,  was  the  dream  of  a  vi¬ 
fionary.  The  electors  who  vote 
from  difhonourable  motives  for  two 
members  to  parliament,  would  not 
regain  their  integrity  and  be  fixed  in 
it  by  finding  on  a  fuddea  that  they 
£  ^  .  hacl 
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bad  three  to  xrote  for.  To  yield  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  petitions  which  had 
been  fent  up  to  the  houfe  would 
ferve  to  confirm  the  grievance  to  be 
Remedied ;  for  other  petitions  on 
new  grounds  would  be  prefentcd. 
There  was  not  only  a  meannefs  but 
a  danger  in  temporizing.  It  was  a 
timid  expedient  to  yield  fomewhat 
to  the  petitioners  from  the  view  that 
they  would  be  lefs  difiansfied  than 
if  their  defires  were  wholly  refu fed. 
Even  if  what  they  aiked  were  bene¬ 
ficial  it  would  be  wrong  to  grant  it. 
The  reprefen  rati  ves  of  the  people 
are  not  fent  to  parliament  to  hu¬ 
mour  their  prejudices.  They  are 
properly  the  guardians  of  the  public 
interefi  and  welfare  ;  and  neither  of 
thefe  objefls  can  be  advanced  by 
the  refolutions  which  had  been  pro- 
pofed. 

Lord  North  confidered  the  mere 
touching  of  fo  venerable  a  fabric  as 
the  confiitutjon,  though  for  the 
purpofe  of  amending  it,  to  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  dread  and  apprehenfion.  It 
was  impoliible  to  conceive  an  at¬ 
tempt  of  a  more  delicate  nature.  It 
was  to  tamper  with  a  fabric  which 
was  the  boaft  of  Britons,  and  the 
admiration  of  nations.  It  became 
Englifhmen  to  paufe  and  to  reflect 
deeply  before  they  entered  upon  fo 
awful  an  undertaking.  The  idea 
that  the  confiitution  was  difordered 
was  a  fancy  ;  and  to  treat  it  as  dif- 
eafed,  without  any  evidence  of  the 
difiemper,  was  a  phrenzy. 

He  called  for  proofs  of  any  weak- 
nefs  that  required  to  be  repaired. 
Of  real  and  confuting  diforders  he 
had  heard  nothing.  Undue  influ¬ 
ence  and  corruption  were  indeed 
great  evils  ;  but  they  were  natutal 
and  unavoidable.  He  deplored  them 
as  misfortunes  and  calamities ;  but 
they  could  not  be  effectually  guard¬ 
ed  againft,  anv  more  than  convul- 

O  7  J 

fipns  and  earthquakes.  He  faw  no 
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reafon  for  complying  with  the  refo¬ 
lutions.  The  fenfeof  the  great  bo- 
dy  of  the  people  of  England  was  not 
contained  in  the  petitions  which  had 
come  from  a  few  counties  and  bo¬ 
roughs.  Even  the  fenfe  of  the 
counties  and  boroughs  which  had  fent 
petitions  was  not  expreffed  in  them. 
The  petitions  were  trained  and  fub- 
fcribed  through  the  hot  zeal  and  the 
paffionate  folly  of  individuals  who 
had  been  feized  with  the  difeafe  of 
reformation.  Ele  would  not  vote 
for  the  addition  ot  a  hundred 
knights,  nor  for  fifty,  nor  for  one. 
Thofe  who  were  fond  of  beginning 
innovations  fhould  look  forward  to 
the  point  at  which  they  were  to  ter¬ 
minate.  Innovation,  like  the  gra¬ 
vity  of  a  weight  in  finking,  once 
begun,  would  carry  all  before  it. 
Definition  and  ruin  would  enfue. 
To  feck  a  remedy  when  there  was 
no  difeafe  was  itfelf  a  difiemper. 
When  the  puny  voice  of  a  few  dif- 
contented  individuals  breaks  in 
upon  the  tranquillity  of  a  vaft  and 
contented  multitude,  it  is  difficult 
to  reprefs  an  emotion  of  indignation 
or  fcorn.  The  balance  of  the  con- 
ftitution  would  be  infringed  and  vio¬ 
lated  by  the  addition  of  members 
for  the  counties.  It  would  give  a 
decided  fuperiority  to  the  landed 
interefi  over  the  commercial.  It 
would  tarnifh  the  beauty  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  which,  like  the 
general  fabric  of  the  Britifh  legifia- 
ture,  provides  and  preferves  a  due 
poife  between  the  great  interefts  of 
the  empire ;  the  landed,  the  com¬ 
mercial,  and  the  monied.  They 
were  not  the  deputies  but  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people.  They 
were  to  be  governed  by  their  own 
diferetion,  and  not  by  humours  and 
faction.  They  muft  not  facrifice 
the  venerable  palladium  which  ages 
had  fantified,  becaufe  there  had  a- 
rifen  a  wild  fpirit  of  project;  a  fpi¬ 
rit 
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nt  which  had  no  real  foundation, 
and  which  was  only  fupported  by 
declamation  and  fur  mile. 

It  was  not  true  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  had  not  a  full  and  proper 
weight.  His  political  life  was  a 
proof  that  it  had.  Before  he  was 
honoured  with  office  he  had  been  in 
parliament.  It  was  parliament  that 
made  him  a  minifter.  It  was  a- 
monof  the  commons  that  he  was  firft 
known.  He  came  among  them 
without  connection.  It  was  to  them 
that  he  was  indebted  for  his  rife  ; 
and  they  had  pulled  him  down.  He 
had  been  the  creature  of  their  opi¬ 
nion  and  their  power,  His  political 
career  was  of  confequence  a  proof  of 
their  independence.  The  voice  of 
the  commons  was  fufficient  to  re¬ 
move  whatever  was  difpleafihg  to 
the  fentiments  and  w lines  of  the 
country  ;  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  to 
parade  about  a  reformation  was  idle, 
unnecefTarv,  dangerous,  and  inex¬ 
pedient. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  contended  that  it 
was  unconftitutional  to  treat  with 
contempt  the  petitions  of  the  people. 
The  fituation  of  the  times  called  for 
a  reform.  The  reprefen tation  of 
the  people  was  partial  and  inade¬ 
quate.  The  theory  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  acknowledges  general  rights  ; 
but  in  practice  eflablifhes  incom¬ 
plete  and  local  privileges.  The 
theory  of  the  conflitution  fuppofes 
a  due  connection  between  the  people 
and  their  reprefentatives  ;  but  its 
praCtice  derides  altogether  that  con¬ 
nection.  It  is  to  the  want  of  an 
impartial  and  full  representation  of 
the  people  that  all  the  national  evils 
which  have  arifen  of  late  years  were 
to  be  imputed.  To  this  caufe  the 
American  war  was  to  be  afcribed  ; 
a  conte ft  in  which  lofs  was  certain, 
and  advantage  impoffible  ;  and  there 
grew  out  of  it  the  fyAematic  ex¬ 
travagance  in  the  expenditure  of 


public  money,  and '  the  exorbitant 
premiums  upon  loans  which  had 
io  unhappily  diflinguiffied  modern 
times. 

ToeAablifli  a  famenefs  of  intereflr 
between  the  people  and  the  houfe  of 
commons  is  the  object  and  principle 
of  the  refolutions  which  had  been 
read  ;  and  it  was  an  improvement 
infinitely  to  bedefired.  It  offers  no 
violence  to  the  rights  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  men ;  is  confcnant  to  the 
genius  of  our  conflitution  ;  and  per¬ 
fectly  adequate  to  the  grievance  com¬ 
plained  of.  To  calumniate  innova¬ 
tion,  and  to  decry  it,  wasp  repo  hero  us 
and  unwife.  Had  there  never  been 
any  innovations  on  the  conflitution# 
Could  it  be  forgotten  for  one  moment, 
that  all  the  advantages,  civil  and 
political,  which  we  enjoy  at  this 
hour,  were  in  feality  the  immediate 
and  fortunate  effects  of  innovation? 
it  was  by  innovations  that  the  Eng¬ 
lish  conflitution  had  grown  and  flou- 
rifhcd.  ft  was  by  innovations  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  rifen  to 
importance.  It  was  at  differen  t  aeras 
that  the  counties  and  towns  were  em¬ 
powered  to  eleCt  reprefentatives* 
Even  the  office  of  fpeaker  was  an  in¬ 
novation  ;  for  it  wras  not  heard  of 
till  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  What 
was  more,  the  freedom  of  fpeech, 
which  was  now  valued  fo  highly, 
was  an  innovation  ;  for  there  were 
times  when  no  member  dared  to  give 
rein  to  his  fentiments  ;  and  when 
his  head  muft  have  anfwered  for  the 
boldnefs  of  his  tongue.  To  argue 
againft  innovations  was  to  argue  a- 
gain  A  improvements  of  every  kind. 
When  the  followers  of  Wickliffe 
maintained  the  caufe  of  humanity 
and  reafon  again  A  abfurdity  and 
fuperftition,  u  no  innovation”  was 
the  cry  ;  and  the  fires  of  perfection 
blazed  over  the  kingdom.  Let  there 
be  no  innovation  is  the  maxim  of  the 
ignorant,  the  interefled,  and  the 
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worthlefs.  It  Is  the  favourite  tenet 
of  the  fervile  advocate  of  tyranny. 
It  is  the  motto  which  bigotry  has 
infcribed  upon  her  banners.  It  is 
the  barrier  that  oppofes  every  im¬ 
provement,  political,  civil,  and  re¬ 
ligious. 

To  reprobate  all  Innovations  on 
the  conflitution  is  to  fuppofe  that  it 
is  perfect.  But  perfection  was  not 
its  attribute  either  in  the  Saxon  or 
Norman  times.  It  is  not  its  attri¬ 
bute  in  the  prefent  moment.  In 
former  ages  its  defeCts  have  been  re¬ 
medied  with  advantage  ;  and  is  no 
farther  care  to  be  extended  to  it  ? 
While  it  is  diftant  from  perfection  it 
h  right  to  make  it  approach  to  it. 
Alterations  are  perpetually  necef- 
fary  in  every  conflitution  ;  for  the 
government  fhould  be  accommodat¬ 
ed  to  the  times,  the  circumftances 
of  which  are  ever  changing.  When 
the  Stuarts  afeended  the  throne,  the 
circumftances  of  the  times  and  the 
difpolition  of  the  people  called  for 
alterations.  It  was  the  misfortune 
of  that  family  to  oppofe  itfelf  to 
thefe  circumftances  and  that  difpo- 
lition.  The  confequences  were  fatal 
to  it.  Our  fituation  required  the 
remedies  which  were  preferibed. 
The  propofed  refolutions  were  falu- 
tary.  They  were  the  proper  means 
to  invigorate  a  conflitution  which 
had  run  to  decay  ;  and  they  were  the 
only  fecurity  which  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  againft  the  profligacy  of  the 
times,  the  corruption  of  the  people, 
and  the  ambition  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Fox  was  an  advocate  for  par¬ 
liamentary  reformation.  In  his 
opinion  the  conflitution  required 
innovation  and  renovation.  Its  na¬ 
ture  expo  fed  it  to  change  ;  and  its 
beauty  did  not  confift  in  theory  but 
in  praCtice.  The  contrary  opinion 
he  knew  to  be  common  ;  but  he  was 
not  the  lefs  attached  to  his  fenti- 
ments  becaufe  they  were  fo  me  times 


Angular.  He  thought  the  Englifh 
conflitution  admirable  in  practice, 
and  very  faulty  in  theory  ;  and  he 
regarded  it  as  one  of  its  chief  ex¬ 
cellencies,  that  it  was  capable  of 
renewed  improvements  by  involving 
in  itfelf  a  renovating  principle.  It 
might  thus  be  gradually  carried  to 
perfection. 

Many  fpeculations  had  taken  place 
about  the  duration  of  parliament; 
and  to  the  want  of  fliort  parliaments 
fome  perfons  attributed  all  our  ca¬ 
lamities.  In  turning*  over  the  pages 
of  our  hiflory  he  had  obferved,  that 
the  nation  was  brilliant  and  fuccefs- 
ful  when  parliaments  were  frequent. 
But  it  was  alfo  to  be  remarked  that 
for  many  years  after  the  paffing  of 
the  feptennial  aCt  the  country  had 
been  at  the  pinnacle  of  its  glory. 
Fie  could  therefore  infer  no  decifive 
concluflon  on  this  fubjeCt ;  and  per¬ 
haps  the  conflitution  was  not  old 
enough  to  hold  out  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  faCts  from  which  to  argue 
upon  it.  This,  notwithftanding, 
was  no  argument  againft  reforms 
where  expediency  and  reafon  direct¬ 
ed  ;  and  in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  was 
certain  that  innovations  were  ne- 
cefl'ary.  It  was  an  error  to  fay,  that 
the  addition  of  more  knights  for  the 
flflres  would  make  the  landed  inte- 
reft  to  overmatch  the  commercial. 
For  the  landed  and  commercial  in- 
tereils  were  infeparable  ;  nor  did  he 
entertain  any  apprehenftons  of  the 
ariflocracy  which  it  was  conjectured 
would  thence  arlfe.  For  although 
the  motion  went  to  a  refolution  to 
add  more  members  to  the  counties 
and  metropolis,  it  prevented  not  the 
inlertion  of  counteracting  regula¬ 
tions  in  the  bill. 

Fie  cenfured  the  oftentation  with, 
which  Mr.  T.  Pitt  had  offered  to 
make  a  facrifice  of  his  borough  of 
Old  Sarum.  It  was  an  empty  and 
frivolous  flounfn,  For  as  the  offer 
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could  not  be  accepted  there  was  no 
merit  in  making  it. 

To  throw  a  ridicule  on  the  poli¬ 
tical  fpeeulations  of  public  bodies  of 
men  and  of  individuals,  he  regarded 
as  illiberal  and  unjuft.  Sydney, 
Locke,  and  other  writers,  hadipe- 
culated  beyond  the  line  of  practica¬ 
bility.  But  their  books  were  not 
therefore  ufelefs.  Much  good  had 
refulted  from  their  fpeeulations,  and 
great  helps  to  political  beauty  and 
harmony  might  be  extracted  from 
them.  The  conftitution  of  the 
country  had  a  refemblance  to  that 
of  an  individual.  It  was  to  be  fed 
and  nouriftied.  There  were  nutri¬ 
ments  which  were  proper  for  it ;  and 
diforders  to  which  it  was  expofed. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  attend  to  the  complaints 
of  the  conftitution,  and  to  adminifter 
the  proper  relief.  To  allow  every 
man  to  vote  for  a  reprefentative  to 
parliament,  who  was  not  a  fool  or  a 
madman,  was  wildnefs  and  extrava¬ 
gancy.  Rut  it  was  right  that  the 
people  fhould  have  a  large  {hare  in 
the  government ;  and  that  falutary 
fteps  fhould  be  taken  for  the  redrefs 
of  grievances. 

The  lord  advocate  for  Scotland, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
zeal  for  prerogative,  fufpended  his 
natural  fentirnents  upon  the  prefent 
occafton.  He  wifhed  to  recommend 
himfelf  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  afferted  his 
approbation  of  his  refolutions.  He 
flood  up  the  advocate  of  the  people  ; 
and  affirmed  that  the  yielding  to 
their  wifhes  would  be  the  happieft 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  their 
complaints,  and  would  certainly  give 
a  frefh  infufion  of  fine  blood  into  the 
conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  He  had  confidered  the  re¬ 
form  with  the  greateft  attention, 
and  had  made  up  his  mind  to’ it. 

Mr.  Rigby  declaimed  agalnft  the 
motion,  and  exprefled  a  itrong  af- 


tonifhment  at  the  politic  conveni¬ 
ence  with  which  the  learned  lord 
could  depart  from  fentirnents  which 
he  had  inculcated  with  a  pertinaci¬ 
ous  heat.  It  added  to  his  furprize 
that  his  lordfhip  did  not  fo  much  as 
take  the  trouble  to  ftate  the  reafons 
of  his  fluffing  his  opinions.  He  then 
exclaimed  againft  the  parliamentary 
reformers  of  every  complexion  ;  and 
infilled  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  been  too  much  diminifh-. 
ed.  This  diminution  of  influence 
was  a  bar  againft  the  execution  of 
bufinefs.  It  is  inconvenient  for  mi- 
n ifters,  and  introduces  a  languor 
and  delay  in  all  the  executive  parts 
of  government.  The  influence  of 

o 

the  crown  was  an  ingredient  in  the 
conftitution  not  lefs  yfeful  than  the 
power  of  the  commons  ;  and  he 
trufted  that  the  time  was  not  far  dis¬ 
tant  when  its  influence  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  its  former  neceffary  ex¬ 
tent. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  commended 
the  refolutions  ;  but  acknowledged 
that  they  did  not  go  to  the  extent  of 
his  wifhes ;  and  he  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  they  would  completely  pleafe 
either  his  conftituents  or  the  public. 
They  defer ved  his  fupport,  how¬ 
ever,  and  would  obtain  it,  as’ they 
tended  infome  meafure  to  fecure  the 
independence  of  parliament.  He 
obferved,  that  in  the  ardour  of  de¬ 
clamation  fome  improper  expreffions 
had  been  applied  to  the  prejudice  of 
bodies  of  men,  and  individuals, 
whofe  love  of  their  country  had  in¬ 
duced  them  to  think  of  fchernes  of 
reformation.  The  appellation  of 
vifionaries  and  incendiaries  implied 
a  reflection  of  fo  mortifying  and 
grofs  a  kind,  that  it  defeated  its  own 
purpofe,  and  inftead  of  being  be¬ 
lieved,  gave  a  wound  to  the  perfons 
who  could  employ  fuch  language. 
He  conjured  the  commons  no  to  ,;e~ 
jedf  the  petitions  of  the  people  ;  but 
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to  fhew  to  them  the  grenteft  atten- 
tion.  This  was  at  all  times  due  to 
them  ;  and  was  the  more  fo  now, 
as  a  compeniation  lor  the  dif- 
membcrment  of  the  empire,  and  the 
lofs  of  America.  It  was  necelTary, 
in  order  to  revive  the  commerce, 


and  to  recover  the  dignity  of  the 
remaining  portions  ol  the  iovereign- 
ty  of  Great  Britain. 

After  a  very  fpirited  debate  the 
hoiife  divided  ;  and  Mr.  Pitt’s  mo¬ 
tion  and  refolutions  were  loll  by  a 
majority  of  293  to  149. 


C  H  A  P.  X. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Bifhop  of  London ,  and  Lewis  Difney  Ffytche ,  Lfq.  Re- 
fgnation  Bonds  respecting  Church  Livings,  ipuejiions  with  regard,  to  them . 
The  Judges  approve  not  the  Conduct  of  the  ILifhop.  Dehate  upon  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  Decifon  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers . 


__  T N  the  houfe  of  peers  the 
i  rty  9.  ^  important cau fe  between 
the  right  reverend  Robert,  bifhop 
of  London,  and  Lewis  Difney 
Ffytche,  efq.  att  rafted  an  uncom¬ 
mon  attention,  and  was  argued  and 
difeuffed  with  great  ability  and  learn¬ 
ing.  As  it  includes  a  national  point 
of  the  higheft  moment,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  enter  into  it  with  care,  and 
to  fate  the  proceedings  which  were 
held  in  it  at  confiderable  length. 

The  reftory  of  Wood  ham  Wal¬ 
ter,  in  Eflex,  in  the  diocefe  of  Lon¬ 
don,  having  become  vacant,  the 
bifhop  of  London,  upon  the  re* 
queft  of  the  patron,  Lewis  Difney 
Ffytche,  efq.  waved  the  advantage 
of  the  lapfe,  and  permitted  him  to 
prefent  the  rev.  Mr.  Eyre  to  the 
living.  But  finding  that  Mr.  Eyre 
had  granted  a  bond  to  Mr.  Ffytche 
in  a  penalty  of  3000I.  to  refign  the 
rediory  when  it  fhould  be  required 
of  him,  the  bifhop  refuted  to  allow 
him  inftitution.  Upon  this  Mr. 
Ffytche  brought  a  writ  of  quare  im- 
pedit  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  a  decifon  was  given  in  his  fa¬ 
vour.  The  bifhop  diffatisfied  with 
this  judgment,  brought  a  writ  of 
error  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
which  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the 


court  of  Common  Pleas.  Under 
this  disappointment  the  bifhop 
brought  his  writ  of  error  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  ;  and  exprefled  his 
hope  that  the  judgments  from  which 
he  appealed  fhould  be  reverfed. 

After  the  counfel  had  been  heard, 
lord  '1  hurlovv  inquired  into  the 
queffion,  and  remarked  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  conclufive  decifon  on 
a  point  fo  intimately  connefted  with 
a  numerous  fociety  of  men.  He 
condemned  the  idea  that  a  clergy¬ 
man  ffiould  ever  give  a  bond  to  his 
patron  for  any  confderation.  It 
feemed  to  him  that  the  patron  might 
differ  in  fome  points  with  the  effa- 
blifhed  church  ;  and  with  a  view  to 
the  omiffion  of  thefe  points  he 
might  oblige  the  incumbent  to  enter 
into  a  refignation  bond ;  holding 
him  by  this  means  in  his  power, 
and  obliging  him  to  fubmit  to  his 
requifitions.  The  patron  he  con- 
ffdered  as  the  truftee  of  the  public 
to  difpofe  of  the  living.  But  it  was 
requifte,  in  his  opinion,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  right  to  examine  into 
the  merits  of  the  party  prefented. 
This  right  belonged  to  the  bifhops ; 
and  the  ecclefiaifical  law  even  went 
farther ;  for  there  was  a  check  up¬ 
on  thefe  by  an  appeal  to  the  metro¬ 
politan. 
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poll  tan.  As  the  decifion,  however, 
of  the  prefent  cafe  was  mod;  mo¬ 
mentous,  he  dehred  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  upon  a  few 
queflions  which  he  had  drawn  up 
with  that  intention.  Theie  ques¬ 
tions  were  to  the  following  pur- 
pofe. 

44  i.  Whether  an  agreement  made 
between  the  incumbent,  on  a  bene¬ 
fice  with  cure  of  fouls,  and  the  pa¬ 
tron  thereof,  whereby  fuch  incum¬ 
bent  undertakes  to  avoid  the  faid 
benefice,  at  the  requefl  of  fuch  pa¬ 
tron,  be  not  an  agreement  for  a  he - 
7iefit  to  the  faid  patron  ? 

2,  Whether,  if  a  patron  fhall  pre¬ 
fent  any  parfon  to  any  benefice  with 
cure  of  fouls,  for,  or  by  reafon  of 
any  fuch  agreement,  fuch  prefenta- 
tion  will  not  be  void  i 

3  Whether  a  bond  given  by 
the  incumbent,  on  a  benefice  with 
cure  of  fouls  to  the  patron  thereof, 
in  the  fum  of  3000I.  defeafible  on¬ 
ly  by  the  faid  incumbent  avoiding 
the  faid  benefice,  at  the  requefl  of 
the  faid  patron,  (whether  the  value 
of  the  incumbency  be  greater  or  leis 
than  the  faid  fum  ot  3000I.)  be  not 
a  bond  for  fecuring  a  benefit  to  the 
faid  patron  ? 

4.  Whether,  if  a  patron  fhall 
prefent  any  parfon  to  any  benefice 
with  cure  of  fouls,  for,  or  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  any  fuch  bond,  fuch  prefen- 
tation  will  not  be  void  ? 

5.  Whether  the  ordinary  of  a 
diocefe,  wherein  any  benefice  with 
cure  of  fouls  lies,  be  compellable 
by  law  to  accept  the  refig  nation  of 
the  incumbent  thereof,  in  a  cafe 
where  the  refignation  fliould  appear 
to  be  not  fpontaneous,  but  at  the 
inflance  of  another,  and  under  the 
coercion  of  a  bond  to  pay  money  in 
cafe  of  a  neglect  or  refufal  to  re- 
fign  ? 

6.  Whether  a  bond  given  by  the 
incumbent  on  a  benefice  with  cure 


of  fouls,  to  the  patron  thereof,  in 
the  fum  of  30001.  defeafible  only 
by  fuch  aft  as  afterwards  to  he  done 
by  the  ordinary,  be  not  a  bond  for 
the  benefit  of  the  faid  patron  in  re- 
fpect  of  the  contingency,  which, 
fuch  incumbent  cannot  controul? 

7.  Whether,  if  a  patron  fhall  pre¬ 
fent  any  parfon  to  any  benefice  with, 
cure  of  fouls,  for,  or  by  reafon  of 
any  fuch  laid  mentioned  bond,  fuch 
prefentation  be  not  void  ? 

8.  Whether  the  unfitnefs  of  the 
clerk  of  the  defendant  be  apparent 
and  fufficiently  certain  ? 

9.  Whether  the  undue  influence 
of  the  patron  over  the  clerk  be  a  bar 
againfi  his  maintaining  an  aftion  on 
the  foundation  of  the  bond  ? 

10.  Whether  the  alledged  unfit¬ 
nefs  againfi  the  patron  be  traver- 
fible  ?” 

ft  appeared  to  lord  Mansfield  that 
thefe  queflions  were  not  perfeftly 
fuflieient  to  remove  every  difficulty 
in  the  cafe ;  and  on  this  account 
he  cL fired  that  two  queflions  more 
fnould  be  propofed  to  the  judges. 

44  ii.  Whether  the  refulal  of  ad¬ 
mitting,  inftituting,  and  ind lifting 
the  clerk  of  the  defendant,  is  fuffi- 
cient  in  law  ? 

12.  Whether  the  bond  is  good 
and  valid,  or  corrupt  and  void  in 
law  ?” 

The  opinions  of  the  judges  did 
not  uniformly  concur  with  regard  to 
thefe  queflions  ;  but  while  they  of¬ 
fered  their  fentiments,  .and  enforced 
them  by  authorities  and  reafonings, 
they  were  agreed  in  one  particular, 
and  pronounced  that  the  bifhop  of 
London  had  improperly  ref u fed  to 
induft  the  clerk  of  the  defendant. 

In  a  cafe  of  this  kind  the  bifhops, 
as  might  have  been  expefted,  were 
folicitous  to  difiinguifh  themfelves. 
The  bifhop  of  Salilbury  was  decided 
in  his  opinion  againfi  the  legality  of 
refignation  bonds ;  and  looked  for¬ 
ward  ' 
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ward  to  the  decifion  of  the  houfe,  as 
involving  in  it  confequences  of  great 
weight  with  refpedt  to  the  parochial 
clergy  of  this  country,  with  refpedt 
to  the  church  of  England,  and  with 
refpedt  even  to  the  decency  of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  foundation  of  the  quef- 
tion  feemed  to  reft  on  3 1  ftat.  of 
Elizabeth,  which  w'as  pafied  with  a 
view  to  protedt  the  ecclefiaftical  law. 
By  the  ecclefiaftical  law,  firnony 
was  confidered  as  a  crime  of  a  deep 
dye  ;  and  by  firnony  he  underftood 
any  corrupt  agreement  between  a 
patron  and  a  clerk  relative  to  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  a  benefice.  Now  the  ec¬ 
clefiaftical  law  could  only  punifh  the 
clerical  offender  ;  and  hence  the  le- 
giflature  interpofed  ;  and  the  adt  of 
Elizabeth  infiidts  penalties  on  the 
patron,  the  corrupter,  the  tempter, 
and  the  partaker  of  the  guilt.  This 
a6i  was  not  deprivative,  but  accu¬ 
mulative.  It  deprived  not  the  ec¬ 
clefiaftical  judge  of  his  power;  nor 
withdrew  the  clerk  from  the  jurif- 
didtion  of  his  ordinary ;  nor  dif- 
penfed  with  the  oath  again!!  firnony, 
to  which  every  prefentee  had  been 
liable.  Its  chief  objedf  was  to  de- 
ftroy  corrupt  influence,  motives  of 
intereft,  and  abufe  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  patron.  Thefe  were 
accounted  cruel  evils  in  thofe  days  ; 
and  they  had  grown  fince  to  a  mag¬ 
nitude  and  ftrength  which  threaten¬ 
ed  to  overthrow  every  check  and 
controul  of  reafon,  honour,  decen¬ 
cy,  and  religion. 

The  queftion  under  review  was 
not  to  be  decided  by  former  cafes 
and  by  precedent.  It  is  fpecific  in 
its  circum fiances ;  and  exclufively  of 
the  bond,  on  the  foie  ground  of  the 
31ft  of  Elizabeth,  the  prefentation 
of  the  defendant  was  void.  Every 
prefentee  is  obliged  before  inftitution 
to  take  the  oath  againft  firnony ;  and 
the  fenfe  of  that  oath  is  abundantly 
obvious.  It  cannot  be  mifunder- 


ftood  ;  but  it  has  too  often  been  re¬ 
conciled  to  confidence.  Temptation 
operates  too  forcibly  on  minds  not 
fixed  in  the  impreflions  of  duty;  and 
a  fecret  wifh  is  often  foftered  that 
the  impolition  of  the  oath  could  be 
fuperceded,  or  that  it  fhould  be  ex¬ 
pounded  differently  from  its  true  im¬ 
port.  The  unexpended  offer  of  a 
rich  benefice,  the  oppreffion  of  po¬ 
verty,  and  the  calls  of  a  numerous 
family,  tend  to  produce  a  cafuiflry 
that  can  conned!  duty  with  intereft. 
In  fuch  a  fituation,  authority  and 
precedent  are  too  frequently  mifta- 
ken  for  reafon  and  right;  and  the 
fandtion  of  courts  fettles  conviction. 
Hence  it  has  happened,  that  bonds 
of  refignation  have  come  to  prevail 
fo  generally.  The  wretched  prefen¬ 
tee  who  has  fubfcribed  a  deed  of  this 
fort,  is  taken  from  under  the  pro- 
tedtion  of  the  law  which  extends  its 
care  to  the  property  of  every  other 
fubjedt  of  the  ftate.  He  is  no  long¬ 
er  free  ;  for  he  enjoys  his  living  at 
the  will,  or  the  caprice  of  the  pa¬ 
tron.  He  is  rendered  incapable  of 
difcharging  many  of  the  moft  effen- 
tial  duties  of  his  office  ;  and  his  con^ 
dud!  takes  an  unhappy  diredtion  from 
the  prejudices,  the  humours,  the  opi¬ 
nions,  and  even  the  vices  of  the 
mafter  to  whom  he  has  fubmitted. 
He  is  reduced  to  a  precarious  depen¬ 
dence  ;  and  the  patron,  to  gratify 
his  whim,  to  relieve  his  wants,  and 
to  fatisfy  his  refentment,  may  de¬ 
mand  his  avoidance  of  the  living. 
The  incumbent  has  then  before  him 
refignation  or  ruin.  This  was  a  cafe 
which  ought  not  to  be  fubmitted  to. 
And,  on  thefe  accounts,  he  moved, 
“  that  the  judgments  of  the  courts  of 
Common-pleas  and  King’s-bench 
in  the  prefent  caufe  fhould  be  re- 
verfed.” 

The  bifhop  of  Bangor  was  like- 
wife  of  opinion,  that  the  judgments 
of  thefe  courts  were  improper  and 
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ill  founded.  He  contended,  that 
many  canons  were  made  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  church  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  buying  'and  felling  of  bene¬ 
fices  ;  and  that  there  were  councils 
without  number,  which  pronounced 
this  traffic  to  be  fimoniacal.  Many 
good  rcafons,  accordingly,  might 
thence  be  brought  to  demonftrate 
the  illegality  oi  refignation  bonds. 
But  as  arguments  of  this  kind  were 
unhappily  too  much  disregarded  in 
the  prefent  times,  he  would  obferve, 
that  the  flatute  book  was  clear  and 
definitive  againft  bonds  of  refigna- 
tion  of  benefices  of  every  defcrip- 
tion.  Should  the  condition  of  the 
bonds  be  either  fpecial  or  general, 
they  were  within  the  expreis  letter 
of  the  31ft  of  Elizabeth  ;  becaufe  it 
was  not  polfible  to  conceive,  that 

X 

a  prefentee  could  in  any  inftance 
whatever  give  a  bond  of  refignation 
to  a  patron,  from  which  the  patron 
could  not  derive  home  benefit  or  re¬ 
ward  directly  or  indirectly.  The 
words  of  the  flatute  which  guard 
again  ft  the  corruption  of  the  patron 
require,  that  he  fhould  receive  no 
firm  of  money,  reward,  gift,  profit, 
or  benefit  whatfoever,  diredtly  or 
indirecftly.  Thus  then  could  it  be 
conceived,  that  a  bond  to  refig n  a 
benefice,  the  pofiefiion  and  reverfion 
of  which  bear  a  price,  and  have  a 
real  value,  carries  no  emolument  of 
any  kind  to  the  patron  dire  fitly  or 
indirefiUy  ?  But  even  allowing  for 
a  moment  tUit  bonds  of  refignation 
are  not  within  the  ftrifit  letterof  the 
flatute,  will  it  be  laid,  that  they  are 
not  within  the  fpirit  and  defign  of 
it  ?  Lawyers  may  indulge  in  artifi¬ 
cial  and  ufelefs  diftinfitions  ;  but  in  a 
cafe  like  the  prefent,  no  plain  un- 
derftanding  could  either  hefitate  or 
be  deceived. 

The  mold  corrupt  practices  might 
fee  carried  on  under  the  cover  ot  ge¬ 
neral  bonds,  of  refignation,  A  pa- 
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tron  may  thus  erect  a  pernicious  and 
illegal  jurifdifition  over  his  clerk, 
and  may  acquire  powers  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  the  ordinary.  The  ordi¬ 
nary  may  fufpend  a  clerk  from  the 
exercife  of  his  functions,  or  may  de« 
prive  him  of  his  benefice.  But 
there  are  rules  which  dire  fit  this  bu- 
iinefs,  and  which  prevent  the  ordi¬ 
nary  from  exercifing  oppreiiion  and 
wantonnefs.  The  party  mu  ft  be 
cited  to  appear ;  a  charge  or  libel 
imift  be  delivered  to  him  ;  a  compe¬ 
tent  time  muft  be  allowed  him  toan- 
fwer  the  charges  againft  him  ;  ho 
muft  be  heard  by  counfel  ;  and  a  fo- 
lemn  deciiion,  from  which  there  lies 
an  appeal,  muft  be  pronounced.  But 
the  patron,  who  has  a  bond  of  refig¬ 
nation  in  his  pocket,  has  no  occa- 
fion  lor  all  this  formality.  He  can 
deprive  his  clerk  of  his  living  with¬ 
out  trial,  without  proof,  and  without 
ientence. 

Benefices  are  by  law  freeholds  for 
life  ;  but  patrons,  by  the  means  of 
refignation  bonds,  may  convert  them 
into  eftates  for  years,  for  months, 
or  even  for  a  few  days.  The  in¬ 
cumbent  is  a  Have,  who  muft  fubmit 
and  be  dependent,  in  oppofition  to 
juftice  and  the  law,  if  bonds  of  re¬ 
fignation  are  permitted.  His  powers 
of  utility  and  action  are  impaired  ; 
and  in  the  prevalence  of  the  cuftom, 
religion,  learning,  difcipline,  and 
good  order,  muft  all  be  invaded  and 
buffer. 

The  bifiiop  of  Landaff  thought 
the  deciiion  of  the  queftion  might 
eventually  affefit  the  revenue  of  the 
church.  Ele  infilled  upon  the  utili¬ 
ty  of  an  eftablilhed  church,  and  on 
the  propriety  of  guarding  againft  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  appropii- 
ated  for  its  fupport.  A  diminution 
of  this  revenue  might  be  dangerous 
to  the  civil  community.  Now,  if 
the  legality  of  general  bonds  of  re¬ 
fignation  fhould  be  eftablilhed  by  a 

deciiion. 
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eecifion  In  the  prefentcaufe  it  would 
produce  a  direct  tendency  to  en¬ 
croach  in  a  great  degree  on  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  revenue.  For  the  petti- 
loggers  of  the  law,  money-fcrive- 
ners,  land-furveyors,  and  .all  the 
fimcfniacal  jobbers  of  church  proper¬ 
ty  would  then  confpire  with  necef- 
fitous:  patrons,  and  needy  clerks  to 
mveht  and  carry  into  execution  an 
endlefs  variety  of  colluiive  methods 
of  robbing  the  efiablifhment  of  the 
patrimony  which  it  had  received 
from  the  pious  wifdom  of  our  an- 
cello  rs. 

Nor  was  it  folely  in  this  view,  that 
thequeftion  involved  confequences  of 
moment.  It  had  a  reference  to  the 
purity  of  our  holy  religion.  The 
awe  and  apprehenhon  produced  up¬ 
on  the  clergy  by  general  bonds  of  re- 
fignation,  was  inconlillent  with  their 
condition  as  preachers  of  the  holy 
Gofpel.  They  were  difgraceful  fet¬ 
ters  which,  ought  to  be  broken. 
They  were  an  unholy  traffic,  which 
was  unknown  in  any^  other  F  rote  ft  ant 
church  in  Chriflendom.  It  was  by 
no  means  his  wifli  to  fee  the  clergy 
rendered  indolent  by  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  riches  and  power  ;  but  they 
ought  furely  to  be  independent  of  all 
men.  It  was  not  fit  that  they  fhould 
be  afraid  to  tell  any  man  of  his  fins. 
They  ought  to  be  free  to  reprove, 
jebuke,  exhort,  and  preach  the  word 
of  God  with  fineerity.  They  ought 
to  be  under  no  appreheniions  of 
flirinking  from  their  duty. 

For  fpecific  bonds  of  refignation, 
it  was  ufual  to  affign  forhe  reafons  of 
utility.  They  might  bind  the  clerk 
to  a  longer  refidence  in  his  benefice 
'  than  the  law  required  ;  and  they 
might  reftrain  him  from  enjoying 
pluralities  which  the  law  allowed. 
In  tbele  cafes,  they  might  be  pro¬ 
per;  for  an  individual,  doubtlefs, 
might  execute  a  bond  reftridtive  ot 
his  natural  or  civil  liberty >  pro¬ 


vided  the  rehricVion  was  for  the  pits'" 
pofe  of  public  utility.  But  they 
had  alfo  a  reference  to  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  private  families,  in  pre¬ 
venting  the  ceflion  of  livings  by 
the  acceptance  of  biffiopricks,  and 
in  providing  for  fons  or  other  con¬ 
nexions  when  they  were  of  age  tc» 
hold  livings.  Now  he  conceived 
not  the  legal  validity  of  thefe  rea- 
lbns.  Ronds  in  thefe  cafes  were 
not  good  nor  proper.  They  might 
indeed  be  advantageous  for  private 
families  ;  but  they  were  not  advan¬ 
tageous  for  the  public.  And  by 
public  or  general  utility,  all  matters 
of  this  kind  ought  to  be  regulated. 

With  regard  to  general  refigna¬ 
tion  bonds,  it  was  true  that  there 
were  many  adjudged  cafes;  but  it 
did  not  follow  that  it  was  right  to 
adhere  to  thefe  precedents.  The 
weight  of  authority  and  the  fanclion 
of  ullage  might  be  great  and  power¬ 
ful  ;  but  they  relied  not  always  on 
grounds  the  moft  folid.  To  yield 
blindly  to  them  was  a  pernicious 
maxim.  It  was  not  a  rule,  which 
the  courfe  of  his  11  u  dies  had  recom¬ 
mended  to  him.  It  was  not  admit¬ 
ted  in  philofophy.  It  was  not  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  divinity.  There  were 
no  infallabte  interpreters  of  the 
Bible,  anymore  than  of  equity  and 
law.  Fathers,  and  councils,  and 
churches,  had  erred  in  their  deci- 
fions  concerning  points  of  faith.  In 
the  law,  decifions  equally  abfurd 
might  be  made.  It  wag  difficult  to 
find  two  cafes  exadlly  fimilar  ;  and 
the  flighted  variation  in  circum- 
Itances  ought  to  be  attended  to.  But 
even  allowing  that  a  cafe  may  be  the 
fame  with  thole  repeatedly  decided  ; 
yet  in  the  courts  below,  there  may 
prevail  an  acquiefcence  that  is  timid 
and  improper.  But  where  doubts 
arife,  recourfe  is  to  be  had  to  the 
houfe  of  peers.  In  the  Journals  of 
that  houfe,  there  were  no  precedents 
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ttmcerning  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  general  refignation  bonds  f  and 
they  were  completely  at  liberty  to 
diicufs  and  determine  the  point. 

As  to  the  ftatutes  of  the  31ft  of 
Elizabeth,  and  the  12th  of  queen 
Anne,  it  ftruck  him  forcibly,  that 
they  militated  again  ft  general  refig¬ 
nation  bonds  ;  as  it  was  their  ac- 
knowleged  object  to  prevent  corrupt 
prefentations  to  benefices.  It  might 
be  faid,  that  the  words  “  general 
bonds  of  refignation  were  not  to 
be  found  in  the  ftatutes  ;  but  their 
fpirit  and  fenfe  were  directed  againft 
them.  This  would  appear  very 
clearly  if  the  matters  were  examin¬ 
ed  by  the  dry  principles  of  fcholaf- 
tic  reafoning.  A  fyllogifm,  he  con- 
feifed,  was  not  a  mode  of  argumen¬ 
tation  very  common  in  that  houfe, 
nor  perhaps  was  it  entirely  calculated 
to  conciliate  its  attention.  But  it 
might  ferve  to  promote  a  certain  in- 
veftigation  of  the  truth,  by  compref¬ 
ling  the  buftnefs  within  a  narrow 
compafs.  The  fyllogifm  he  wifhed 
to  propofe  was  fimply  this.  The 
cuftom  and  praCfice  which  firu  ft  rates 
and  deftroys  the  end  and  purpofe  for 
which  an  aCt  was  originally  made, 
cannot  be  conformable  to  its  fpirit 
and  meaning.  But  general  bonds 
of  refignation  deftroy  the  end  and 
purpofe  for  which  the  ftatutes  in 
queftion  were  framed.  Therefore, 
general  bonds  of  refignation  cannot 
poffibly  be  in  conformity  to  the  fpirit 
and  meaning  of  thefe  ftatutes.  Now 
the  manner  by  which  they  deftroy 
the  ends  of  thefe  aCh  will  appear 
by  this  example.  Let  it  be  fuppofed 
that  a  living  is  vacant,  and  that  the 
value  of  the  prefentation  is  equal  to 
5000I.  By  the  ftatute  of  Elizabeth, 
the  patron  cannot  fell  the  prefenta¬ 
tion  ;  and  by  the  ftatute  of  queen 
Anne,  the  clerk  cannot  buy  it.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances,  however,  a 
general  bond  of  refignation  |>uts  the 


parties  at  their  eafe.  For  the  clerk, 
in  confequence  of  it,  gets  poiTeflion 
of  the  living  ;  and  the  patron  fues 
his  bond,  or  without  a  fuit  obtains 
pofleftion  of  it.  Thus  in  defiance 
of  the  ftatutes,  the  vacant  prefenta¬ 
tion  is  virtually  fold  by  the  patron, 
and  virtually  purchafed  by  the  clerk; 
and  thus,  if  general  bonds  of  refig¬ 
nation  be  legal,  the  intention  of  the 
ftatutes  is  legally  eluded  and  de¬ 
feated. 

It  was  obfervable,  that  before  in- 
ftitution  every  clerk  fwore,  that  be 
had  not  made  any  fimoniacal  con¬ 
tract  concerning  the  procuring  of 
his  benefice.  .  Of  this  oath,  the 
force  depended  on  the  words  “  fi¬ 
moniacal  contract.”  The  term  fi- 
mony  was  indeed  complex ;  yet  it 
would  be  allowed,  that  every  pecu^ 
niary  contraCt  entered  into  by  a 
clerk  by  means  of  which  he  pro¬ 
cured  a  prefentation,  and  with¬ 
out  which  he  could  not  have  pro¬ 
cured  it,  was  a  fimoniacal  con¬ 
tract.  Now  a  general  bond  of  re- 
fignation  was  a  pecuniary  contract 
entered  into  by  a  clerk,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  which  he  procured  a  pre¬ 
fentation  to  a  vacant  benefice,  and 
without  which  he  could  not  have 
procured  this  prefentation.  It  fol¬ 
lowed,  therefore,  that  a  general  bond 
of  refignation  was  a  fimoniacal  con¬ 
tract.  It  was  in  vain  to  urge,  that 
a  bond  to  refign  a  benefice,  was  not 
a  bond  to  procure  one.  An  after- 
tion  of  this  fort  might  furprize  by 
its  fubtilty,  and  tend  to  throw  a  ridi¬ 
cule  on  the  argument  ;  but  ridicule 
was  not  the  teft  of  truth.  It  was 
the  cobweb  which  artful  men  fpread 
out  to  entangle  the  underftandings  of 
the  weak  ;  and  it  was  obvious,  that 
though  a  bond  to  refign  a  benefice 
and  a  bond  to  procure  one,  were  not 
in  words  the  fame  thing,  they  were 
the  fame  in  purpofe  and  fa&.  With¬ 
out  the  bond,  no  prefentation  would 
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take  place.  It  was  the  contract  for 
procuring  the  living.  It  was  the 
caufe  which  produced  the  living  ; 
for  without  it  there  would  have  been 
no  prefentation. 

The  form  too  of  the  refignation 
deferved  to  be  confidered.  In  the 
pld  Latin  form,  of  which  the  mo¬ 
dern  Englii.li  was  or  ought  to  be  a 
tran flation,  the  clerk  tendering  his 
refignation,  ufed  thefe  words  :“Non 
vel  metucoactus,  vel  finiftra  aliqua 
machinatione  motus,  fed  ex  fponta- 
nea  voluntate,  pure,  ac  fimpliciter 
renuncio  &  reiigno.”  Now'  if  lan¬ 
guage  had  any  meaning,  no  clerk 
who  had  given  a  general  refignation 
bond  could  employ  this  form.  He 
could  not  plead  an  exemption  from 
fear  ;  for  he  was  conftrained  by  the 
terms  of  the  bond.  He  could  notfay 
that  he  was  moved  by  no  finifter  mo¬ 
tive  ;  for  he  was  compelled  by  the  ma¬ 
chinery  of  the  law.  He  could  not  fay 
that  he  added  by  the  pure  and  unbi¬ 
ased  impulfes  of  his  will  ;  for  in  his 
cafe,  there  was  no  purity,  nofimpli- 
city,  and  no  fpontaniety.  It  was, 
that  fort  of  fpontaniety  which  a 
man  was  confcious  of  when  he 
delivered  his  purfe  to  a  robber.  The 
refignation  did  not  proceed  from 
the  free  and  intrinfic  movement 
of  his  own  mind ;  but  from  the 
compulfive  and  extrinfic  energy  of 
his  bond. 

The  bifhop  of  Glouceiler  apolo¬ 
gized  for  calling  in  queflion  the  de- 
cifions  of  the  courts  of  Weftminfter- 
hall.  But  though  the  judgments  of 
the  feveral  courts  of  juftice,  like  the 
refponfa  prudentum,  were  intitled  to 
high  refpedd  ;  yet  they  are  not  fu- 
perior  to  objection.  The  decifions 
of  Weftminfter-hall  do  not  confti- 
tute  the  law.  But  with  regard  to 
cafes  like  the  prefent,  it  is  not  true 
that  there  has  been  a  perfedl  unifor¬ 
mity  of  opinion  among  judges  j  and 


if  there  had,  it  was  the  prerogative 
of  the  houle  of  peers  finally  to  de¬ 
cide. 

By  the  canon  law,  it  is  plain, 
that  timony  is  the  giving  of  a  fpi ri¬ 
tual  office  for  a  gift  or  reward.  Now 
if  the  validity  of  general  relignation 
bonds  be  tried  by  the  ecclefiaftieal 
laws,  as  they  now  fubfift,  there  can¬ 
not  be  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  their 
illegality.  In  all  fuch  bonds  there 
is  a  donation  and  an  acceptance, 
which  is  not  gratuitous.  There  is 
a  gift,  a  promife,  and  a  flipulation, 
in  order  to  gain  a  prefentation  to  a 
benefice.  The  prefentation  was 
not  otherwife  to  be  obtained.  A 
tranfadfion  of  this  fort  is  in  oppoft- 
tion  to  the  oath  required  by  the  law? 
of  the  church  ;  and  it  expofes  the 
clerk  to  the  puniihment  of  depriva¬ 
tion  and  dilability.  The  oath  is  not 
merely  again  ft  d  irect  jfimony,  but 
againft  every  limoniacal  contrail.  It 
is  not  limited  to  the  ftatute  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  ;  for  it  was  in  exiftence  before 
that  ait.  It  is  therefore  not  to  be 
interpreted  by  the  words  of  that 
ftatute,  but  by  the  fpirit  and  fenfe  of 
the  eccleftaftical  laws  ;  and  it  is  in 
full  operation  againft  all  promifes 
whatfoever. 

The  31ft  of  Elizabeth  had  two 
objedls  in  view.  Of  thefe  it  was  the 
firft  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  the 
corrupting  patron,  the  feducer  to  the 
crime,  and  to  inffidt  a  puniihment 
upon  him.  This  had  been  an  omif- 
fion  in  the  eccleftaftical  law,  and 
was  very  properly  remedied  by  the 
legiftature.  The  other  objedl  of  the 
ftatute  was  to  confirm  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  laws,  which,  while  they  exprefted 
their  abhorrence  of  fimony,  had  re¬ 
garded  folely  the  corruption  of  the 
incumbent.  It  punifh&s  the  patron, 
by  voiding  his  prefentation,  and  by 
devolving  the  right  of  prefenting  to 
the  crown.  As  the  eccleftaftical  con- 
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■^ftitutions  had  done  before,  it  de¬ 
clares  the  clerk  to  be  an  unfit  perfon 
to  take  the  living.  The  main  in¬ 
tention  of  the  ftatute  was  to  enforce 
the  doctrine  that  all  prefemations 
iliould  be  gatuitous.  It  inflidts  pe¬ 
nalties  on  all  perfons,  whether  pa¬ 
trons  or  clerks,  who  for  any  fum  of 
money,  gift,  profit,  or  benefit,  or 
by  reafon  of  any  promife,  bond, 
covenant,  or  other  aflu ranee  of  any 
advantage  Iliould  give  a  prefentation 
to  a  benefice,  or  accept  of  it.  To 
fay,  that  a  bond  granted  by  a  clerk 
under  a  pecuniary  penalty,  engaging 
to  refign  the  benefice  to  the  patron 
upon  his  defire,  is  notan  aflliranceof 
advantage  to  him,  is  to  ufe  a  lan¬ 
guage  again  ft  which  common  fenfe 
revolts  with  indignation,  and  which 
could  only  fuggeft  itfelf  to  perfons 
accuftomed  to  the  embarraffments 
and  tricks  of  legal  ditiindtions. 

At  the  fame  time,  it  is  to  be  con- 
feffed,  that  general  bonds  of  re  fig- 
nation  have  by  the  judges  of  Weft- 
minfter,  been  accounted  valid  in  law. 
Even  a  feries  of  caufes  might  be  pro¬ 
duced,  in  which  that  lingular  doc¬ 
trine  has  been  eftablilhed  by  the 
judgments  of  cofTrts.  The  founda¬ 
tion  of  thefe  decifions  is  the  notion, 
that  fuch  bonds  may  be  really  given 
for  a  legal  confideration.  There 
being  a  poliibiiity,  that  the-,  tranfac- 
tion  may  be  fair,  the  law  fuppofes 
it  to  be  fo.  A  very  different  con- 
clufion,  however  ought  to  be  made. 
It  is  obvious,  that  a  bond  which  is 
fludioufly  couched  in  general  terms, 
and  which  conceals  the  cdnfidera- 
tion  for  which  it  is  given,  and  which 
may  be  abufed  to  purpofes  of  op- 
prelfion,  is  expofed  to  a  ftrong  fufpi- 
ciop  of  injuftice  and  iniquity.  If  the 
condition  were  a  good  one,  it  would 
not  be  concealed  ;  it  would  be  ex- 
preffed  in  plain  terms,  as  in  fpecial 
bonds.  When  no  condition  is  named, 
there  ftiouid  prevail  a  lively  prefump- 
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tion  that  it  is  an  unfair  one,  and  that 
there  exifts  abaddefign.  His  opi¬ 
nion  was  by  no  means  lingular,  For 
even  at  the  time  when  the  legality  of 
general  refignation  bonds  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  courts  of  law,  ther 
were  lawyers,  whofe  reputation  was 
as  great  as  their  dignity,  who  main¬ 
tained  the  oppolite  opinion.  Lord 
chief  juftice  Holt  was  of  opinion* 
u  that  bonds  of  refignation  were 
bad,  becaufe  eafily  applied  to  a  bad 
purpofe  ;  and  becaufe  a  round  fum 
may  be  fee ured  by  them.”  Lord 
keeper  North  declared  of  fuch 
bonds,  that  he  was  not  fatisfied 
they  were  good  in  law  :  and  lord 
chief  juftice  Ryder  pronounced  them, 
definitively  to  be  illegal. 

Lord  Thurlow  approved  not  of 
reforting  to  the  canon  law.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
Neither  was  he  fond  of  antiquarian 
conjedtures  about  the  origin  of  the 
rights  of  patronage,  for  the  end  of 
eredfing  conclufions  upon  them,  with 
refpedt  to  topics  fo  remote.  To  him 
it  appeared  more  material  and  wife, 
to  ftate  the  true  relation  between  the 
patron  and  the  incumbent,  with  the 
right  pofiefied  by  the  bifhop,  with 
regard  to  the  office  of  a  clerk.  It 
could  not  be  disputed,  that  this  of¬ 
fice  was  purely  ecclefiaftical,  and 
that  it  was  conferred  by  the  bifhop. 
The  ecclefiaftical  right  acquired  by 
the  incumbent  was  conferred  by  the 
bifhop  ;  and  ever  fince  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  church  of  England, 
this  ecclefiaftical  office  was  an  office- 
for  life.  The  bifhop  could  not  give 
it  away  for  any  lefs  time  than  for 
life.  The  incumbent,  accordingly, 
deriving  under  the  bifhop,  acquired 
an  eftate  for  life,  grounded  on  the 
original  cpnftitution  of  the  office, 
and  invariable  by  law. 

Under  this  conftitution  of  his  of- 
f  fice  there  was  no  rule  or  principle  by 
which  a  clerk  could  give  a  bond  to 
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a  patron,  iti  order  to  hold  the  living 
for  a  lefs  term  than  for  life.  The 
queflion  might  be  put  as  to  a  judge 
giving  a  bond  to  relign.  Nor  was 
the  anfv/er  difficult.  In  this  cafe, 
the  bond  mu  ft  be  given  to  the  king, 
and  would  of  courfe  be  void  ;  for 
judges  would  thus  be  rendered  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  fovereign,  inllead 
of  being  independent  of  him.  An¬ 
other  inftance  might  be  appealed  to. 
A  mailer  in  chancery  is  an  officer 
for  life  :  now  fuppoling  that  the 
place  is  in  the  gift  of  the  chancellor, 
and  that  the  mafler  he  appoints  gives 
a  bond  to  relign  when  called  upon, 
is  it  to  be  conceived  that  the  bond 
would  be  good  at  common  law  ? 
No  :  the  bond  would  be  a  bad  one. 
For  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  in- 
ffitution  of  the  office,  and  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  public,  the  interefl  of 
which  was  concerned  in  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  officer  appointed. 
Being  an  officer  for  life,  no  private 
man,  becaufe  it  is  his  privilege  to 
appoint  him,  can  alter  his  fituation. 
In  the  fame  way,  if.  ought  to  be  ar¬ 
gued  with  refpedl  to  general  refig- 
nation  bonds.  They  infringed  up¬ 
on  an  office  for  life  ;  and  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  jullify  them. 

The  interefl  or  relation  of  a  pa¬ 
tron  to  a  living  was  clear  and  de¬ 
cided.  He  had  furely  a  nomination ; 
and  it  was  not  difficult  to  trace  this 
matter  to  the  bottom.  When  the 
biffiops  by  an  authority  inherent  in 
their  order,  or  derived  from  the 
pope,  gave  the  choice  of  nominat¬ 
ing  a  clerk  to  the  builder  of  a  church 
or  its  benefadlor,  they  conferred 
only  the  right  of  prefenting  to  the 
bifhops  a  fitperfon  for  him  to  judge 
of.  It  was  the  bufmefs  of  the 
bifhop  to  whom  the  clerk  was  pre¬ 
ferred,  to  inflitute  and  indudl  him. 
This  was  the  origin  of  the  right  of 
patronage.  The  cotfllitution  of  the 
office  did  not  go  from  the  patron  to 


the  incumbent  ;  it  flowed  complete¬ 
ly  from  the  bifhop.  And  the  right: 
of  the  patron  was  nothing  more 
than  that  of  nomination  or  of  pre- 
fentation  to  the  bifhop,  in  order 
that  he  might  choofe  and  decide  up¬ 
on  the  matter.  It  might  be  true, 
that  by  the  avarice  of  thofe  who 
were  in  pofl'effion  of  prefentations, 
this  right  had  grown  into  a  beneficial 
interefl.  But  if  the  law  had  un- 
wifely,  though  by  a  feries  of  deci- 
lions,  buffered  the  fale  of  benefices,, 
was  it  right  that  the  practice  lhould 
continue,  and  improper  that  prefen¬ 
tations  lhould  be  diredled  by  their 
original  con  flit  ution  ?  To  treat  pa¬ 
trons  with  compaffion,  becaufe  their 
avarice  had  inftrudted  them  to  make 
a  profit  to  which  they  had  no  legal 
claim,  was  abfiird.  No  court  of 
julHce  ought  to  be  moved  with  com- 
paffion  to  give  judgment  againll  th& 
law  ;  from  a  dread  that  the  value  ol 
the  eftate  in  queflion  would  be  dimi- 
niflied.  It  might  be  urged,  that  thefe 
bonds  of  refignatioti  were  attended 
with  no  inconvenience.  The  pofi- 
tion  was  bold  and  untrue.  The. 
pratiice  was  wicked  and  deflrudlive 
of  the  difeipline  of  the  church,  and 
a  mockery  of  law.  It  required,  oil 
confequence,  no  common  degree  of' 
effrontery  to  affirm  gravely,  that 
there  was  no  inconvenience  in  it. 

The  time  was  come,  when  it  was1 
proper  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  bonds,1 
In  their  abolition  there  could  be  no 
inconvenience.  They  were  full  of 
infinite  mifehief  and  fcandal.  But 
to  bring  the  matter  to  the  true  point, 
it  was  proper  to  take  a  ftribt  view  ol 
the  flatute  of  Elizabeth.  Now  by 
this  flatute  every  ad  million,  inilitim- 
tion,  or  induction,  was  void,  for 
which  the  prefentee  has  given  any 
money,  or  other  benefit,  or  for 
which  he  has  given  any  bond  or  other 
^affurance  for  any  money  or  benefit, 
It  was  a  wild  abfurdity  in  many 
7  learned 
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learned  men  to  allow  that  a  re  Agna¬ 
tion  bond  is  a  benefit,  and  then  to 
urge  that  it  is  not  a  benefit  within 
the  ftatute.  Now  the  ftatute  has 
laid  all  benefits.  It  is  not  poffible 
to  (hew  that  a  refignation  bond  is 
not  a  benefit  within  the  ftatute. 
Doctrines  of  this  fort  are  fhocking 
to  the  uiiderftanding  of  common 
men;  They  are  difgraceful  to  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  They  cannot  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  the  dignity  and  Tie 
propriety  of  juftice.  Becaule 
wrongs  had  been  done,  it  did  not 
tallow  that  they  fliould  continue  to 
prevail.  He  agreed  with  the  learned 
bifhops,  and  was  for  reverfing  the 
judgments  complained  of. 

Lord  Mansfield  was  of  an  opinion 
altogether  oppofite  from  lord  TJhur- 
low,  and  the  bifiiops.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  any  thing  improper 
had  been  done.  The  dodtrine  in 
quefHon  had  been  regarded  by  all 
JEngland  as  fettled  for  nearly  two 
hundred  years.  From  the  enactment 
of  the  ftatute,  the  fenfe  of  the 
judges  of  all  denominations  had 
been  decided  and  uniform.  The 
queftion  was,  whether  an  agree¬ 
ment  by  a  general  bond  of  refig- 
nation,  in  confideration  of  a  p  refen - 
tation,  was  by  the  3  1  ft  of  Elizabeth 
fimoniacal,  corrupt,  and  void  ? 
The  matter  under  difpute  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  canon  law, 
and  it  had  to  do  as  little  with  the 
office  of  a  clerk.  To  go  into  thefe 
lubjedls  was  to  wander  into  general 
reafonings. 

The  tendency  of  a  corrupt  com¬ 
pact,  and  its  effects,  might  fliew 
themfelves  under  different  afpedts. 
They  might  appear  in  the  quare 
impedit  between  the  bifhop  and  the 
perfon  prefenting;  and  they  might 
appear  in  an  adlion  between  the 
obligor  and  the  obligee  of  fuch  a 
bond.  In  whatever  drape  however 
Shey  might  appear,  the  queftion 
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was  unaltered  and  the  fame.  Is 
the  agreement  corrupt  and  fimoni¬ 
acal  ?  Allow  that  it  is.  It  is  of 
confequenee  followed  by  the  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  turn,  by  the  penal¬ 
ties  of  the  ftatute,  and  by  the 
avoiding  of  the  bond  and  the  com¬ 
ped!.  It  is  true  that  the  adfions 
which  have  been  ttied  were  between 
the  obligor  and  the  obligee :  but 
Fill  the  queftion  recurs,  is  the  agree¬ 
ment  good  or  bad  within  the  fiatute 
of  Elizabeth  ? 

Now  two  objections  had  been 
made  to  evince  that  the  prefen t  cafe 
was  not  within  the  authority  of  the 
caies  that  had  been  determined. 
The  firfi  diftindfion  was  this  ;  that 
in  the  cafes  adjudged,  it  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  refignation  bond  was 
given  previoufiy  to  and  in  confidera- 
tionofi  the  presentation.  The  lecand 
diftindfion  was,  that  the  bond  was 
good,  but  the  prefentation  void. 
Here  the  goodnefs  of  the  bond  was 
contended,  becaufe  the  3 1  fF  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth  did  not  fay,  that  it  fhall  be 
void. 

As  to  the  firfi  diflindlion  it  was  of 
no  confequenee.  For  every  bond  that 
is  given  mufi  be  in  confideration  of 
the  prelenration  ;  as  no  man  in  his 
fenfes,  who  had  got  a  living,  and 
been  inftituted  and  indudled,  would 
conceive  tne  idea  of  executing  a 
bond  of  refignation.  As  to  the 
other  objection,  that  the  bond  was 
good,  but  the  prefentation  bad,  it 
was  equally  frivolous.  This  was 
indeed  an  extraordinary  pofition. 
1  here  was  here  an  unnatural  mix¬ 
ture  of  legality  and  turpitude.  How 
could  the  tran  faff  ion  be  a  good  a- 
greement  with  refpedt  to  the  bond, 
and  a  bad  agreement  with  refpedt 
to  the  prefentation  ?  What  is  good 
in  one  application  muft  be  good 
in  another;  and  it  was  impofiible 
that  what  is  corrupt  in  itfelf,  could 
be  good  in  one  view,  and  bad  in 
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another.  The  bond  and  the  pre- 
ientation  were  equally  valid. 

The  legality  of  relignation  bonds 
had  been  judicially  eltabiillied  ;  and 
it  was  dangerous  to  overturn  antient 
landmarks.  He  did  not  know  where 
alterations  would  lead  to.  If  any 
man  were  to  go  back  and  to  argue  at 
large  upon  the  fylfem  of  law  that 
has  been  built  upon  the  flat ut c  de 
don't s ,  it  was  very  poffible  that  it 
could  not  be  maintained  upon  argu¬ 
ments.  Were  any  man  to  argue 
upon  the  general  reafoning  and  fyf- 
temof  the  flat ute  of  ufes?  they  might 
be  found  to  be  infupportable  upon 
good  grounds.  But  it  was  better 
that  what  was  ellablilhed  fhould  re¬ 
main,  though  fornewhat  erroneous, 
than  that  contrary  judgments  fhould 
endanger  confufion  and  changes. 

Ot  the  law  the  great  objedt  was 
certainty  ;  and  more  particularly  in 
thole  branches  of  it  which  are  of 
general  and  extenfive  operation, 
which  affect  property,  infbdf  pecu¬ 
niary  penalties,  create  perfonal  dif- 
abilities,  and  work  forfeitures  of 
temporal  rights.  It  is  of  vail  con- 
fequence  to  adhere  to  what  has  been 
eftabli  fhed  by  repeated  decisions. 
The  mifchiefs  of  a  contrary  prac¬ 
tice  are  without  end  and  of  the 
greateft  magnitude.  The  houfe 
of  peers  ought  not  to  wander  in 
fearch  of  novelties,  bee  a  life  they 
were  under  no  controul,  and  be- 
caufe  if  an  erring  rule  of  law  had 
crept  into  life,  they  could  rectify  it 
in  their  leg-illative  capacity.  It 
was  an  error  to  fuppofe  that  they 
ought  not  to  judge  by  the  rules 
laid  down  in  the  courts  of  law  be¬ 
low.  To  conceive  that  they  had  a 
judgment  and  rules  of  their  own, 
was  unconiiitutional.  It  was  their 
duty  to  give  that  judgment  which 
the  courts  below  ought  to  have 
given  in  their  opinion.  They  did 


not  ft  in  a  legiflative  capacity. 
They  were  not  to  be  governed  bw 
any  other  rules  but  the  rules  of 
the  law  ;  and  thefe  rules  were  com¬ 
mon  to  them  and  to  the  courts  be¬ 
low.  The  judgment  they  pro¬ 
nounce,  fhould  be  that  which  the 
law  judges  ought  to  have  given, 
but  perhaps  did  not  give  from  the 
want  of  proper  information.  To 
fet  aiide  all  ihat  had  palled  with  re* 
g  <  d  to  the  matter  under  review 
during  a  great  length  of  time,  was  a 
Hep  that  involved  confequences  ofthe 
mod  hubborn  difficulty  and  hazard. 

Many  men  of  great  worth  have 
taken  relignation  bonds  who  never 
meant  to  make  a  bad  life  of  them. 
The  intent  of  them  was  not  for  a 
bad  purpofe  originally.  A  biffiop  . 
of  Salilbury  had  taken  them,  and 
openly.  It  did  not  appear  that  any 
improper  ufe  was  made  of  them. 
Nor  was  it  right  to  infer,  that  in 
the  prelent  cafe  there  was  any  in- 
julbce  or  demerit.  He  was  fure 
there  would  be  a  greater  injudice  in 
reverfmg  the  judgments  which  had 
been  pronounced.  Let  the  confe¬ 
quences  of, fitch  a  meafure  be  re¬ 
cognized.  Many  livings  in  the 
kingdom  would  be  vacated ;  and 
the  king  of  confequence  was  in  ti¬ 
tled  to  the  prefentation  of  them. 
Farther,  if  upon  every  prefentation 
where  a  general  bond  of  relignation 
has  been  granted,  the  living  is  made 
void,  and  the  king  acquires  the 
right  to  prefect,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  patron  has  incurred  a  penalty, 
and  that  the  parfon  has  alfo  incur¬ 
red  a  penalty.  Yet  they  had  affied 
according  to  what  was  underftood 
to  be  the  law  of  the  land.  If  fuch 
bonds  are  mifehievous,  let  them  be 
proceeded  againft  in  a  proper  man¬ 
ner.  Let  a  bill  be  brought  in  to 
rectify  the  practice.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  the  parliament 
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will  do  this,  if  it  is  right  that  it 
fhould  be  done. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  obferved, 
that  the  houfe  of  peers  were  not 
bound  by  the  decisions  ot  the 
judges  of  Weftminfter  hall  ;  but 
he  underftood  their  lordlhips  to  be 
bound  by  the  fame  rules.  Policy 
and  juftice,  he  faid,  were  fometimes 
at  variance,  but  they  ought  always  to 
go  together.  Decifions  for  a  great 
length  of  years,  unappealed  from  to 
their  lordlhips,  were  a  bulwark 
which  was  not  to  be  overturned  upon 
every  ha  fly  conception.  If  the 
point  were  to  be  held  as  decided, 
he  would  gladly  accord  to  the  opi¬ 
nion.  The  multitude  of  decifions 
upon  the  fubjeCt  in  Weftminfter 
hall,  and  their  concurrence  and 
uniformity,  had  the  greateft  weight 
with  him ;  and  there  had  hitherto 
been  no  reverfal  of  them  by  the 
peers.  If  there  was  any  fundamen¬ 
tal  wrong,  it  fhould  be  redreffed  by 
a  ft  of  Darlfament.  To  reverie 
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judgments  fanCtioned  by  practice 
and  time,  was  difficult  and  awkward, 
and  betides  would  fubjedt  many  per- 
fon£  to  penalties.  He  fiated  a  fadt 
to  the  houfe  :  he  had  purchafed 
fome  years  ago  an  eliate  for  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money.  As  he 
had  doubts,  he  took  the  opinions  of 
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Mr.  Booth  and  Mr.  Wilmot.  A 
meflage  from  each  informed  him, 
that  a  decilion  had  taken  place  in 
Weftminfter  hall,  in  the  cafe  of 
Perrin  and  Blake,  which  made  his 
title  not  worth  a  farthing.  He  wa 
lorry  for  this  ;  but  the  judgment  of 
the  King’s-Bench  was  reverfed  bv 
the  Exchequer  Chamber.  A  writ 
indeed  of  error  was  brought  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  but  it  was  not  in- 
filled  upon.  There  was  too  little 
certainty  in  the  law.  He  would 
give  his  opinion  in  the  prefent  cafe^ 
that  the  judgments  of  the  courts  be¬ 
low  fhould  not  be  reverfed;  and  he 
begged  it  to  be  attended  to,  that 
what  had  been  confidered  as  law 
for  a  continued  feries  of  years  in 
Weftminfter  hall,  ought  not  to  be 
pronounced  to  be  erroneous,  but  by 
an  ad  of  parliament. 

A  diviiion  was  at  length  demand¬ 
ed.  For  the  motion  of  lord  Thur- 
low,  that  the  judgment  be  reverfed, 
the  number  of  lords  were  nineteen. 
For  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  that  the 
judgment  be  affirmed,  there  were 
eighteen,  h  was  then  ordered  and 
adjudged,  that  the  judgment  given 
in  the  KingVBench,  affirming  a 
judgment  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  be  reverfed. 
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Debates  about  Powell  and  Bembridgt 

Trial  of  Mr 

IN  confequence  of  their  improper 
condudt,  Mr.  Powell  and  Mr. 
Bembridge,  the  cafliier  and  accoun¬ 
tant  of  the  Pay-Office,  were  difmifted 
from  their  ftations  by  colonel  Barre; 
but  they  were  foon  after  reftored  by 
Mr.  Burke,  who  fucceeded  him  as 
pay -mailer  general.  In  the  houfe 
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The  Death  of  Mr .  Powelh  The 
Bembridge . 
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of  commons  lord  Newhaven  made 
a  motion  for  the  production  of  the 
minute  of  the  board  of  treafuiy 
which  had  a  reference  to  their  ex¬ 
amination  and  criminality.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to,  but  the  order 
for  the  production  of  this  minute 
was  afterwards  discharged,  when 
F  4  '  prole- 
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profecutions  were  ordered  to  be  com¬ 
menced  againft  thefe  offenders.  Mr. 
Kenyon,  while  he  informed  the  com¬ 
mons  that  legal  proceedings  were 
inftituting  againft  them,  defcribed 
them  as  enormous  offenders.  This 
language  gave  offence  to  Mr.  Burke, 
and  he  argued,  that  it  was  inappli¬ 
cable  to  men  who  were  not  con- 
vidfted  of  any  crime.  He  held 
himfelf  refponfible  for  thofe  whom 
he  employed  in  his  office ;  and  it 
was  not  probable,  that  he  would 
give  his  countenance  to  perfons  who 
could  with  propriety  be  branded 
with  the  reproach  of  being  enor¬ 
mous  offenders.  Mr.  Martin  pro¬ 
nounced  their  refforation  to  office 
to  be  a  moft  daring  infult  to  the 
public.  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that 
it  was  an  eftablifhed  principle  of 
juftice  to  prefume  that  every  perfon 
was  innocent  till  fome  charge  of 
criminality  was  proved  againft  him. 
To  fuppofe,  of  confequence,  that 
Meffrs.  Powell  and  Bembridge 
were  notorious  criminals,  while 
there  were  no  real  and  eftablifhed 
proofs  of  their  guilt,  was  an  injury 
to  them  of  the  groffeft  kind,  and  a 
libel  on  the  humanity  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  He  had  known  Mr.  Powell 
long,  and  had  uniformly  con- 
hdered  him  as  a  man  of  honour  ; 
and  he  would  not  depart  from  the 
favourable  fentiments  he  entertained 
of  him,  merely  becaufe  he  had  been 
fufpedfed  and  was  accufed.  He 
coniidered  that  Mr.  Burke  was  not 
only  refponfible  to  the  public  for 
his  own  conduit,  but  alio  for  that 
of  thofe  whom  he  employed  in  the 
department  entrufted  to  him.  Nor 
could  it  with  juftice  be  conceived 
that  he  would  have  reftored  two  per¬ 
fons  to  important  offices  under  him, 
unlefs  he  had  been  fully  convinced 
of  their  integrity  and  innocence. 
To  pronounce  therefore  that  his 
jfgfforation  of  them  was  a  daring  in¬ 


fult  to  the  public,  was  an  afferdon 
as  untrue  as  it  was  harfli. 

Mr.  Burke  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  debate  took  God 
to  witnefs,  that  in  reftoring  Mr. 
Powell  and  Bembridge  to  theirplaces 
in  his  office,  he  was  folely  actu¬ 
ated  by  motives  of  juftice.  He 
had  feriouily  weighed  all  the  con- 
fequences  of  that  ftep ;  and  their 
reftoration  was  the  clear  refult  of  his 
deliberations.  At  a  period  when  his 
fituation  with  regard  to  the  public 
called  upon  him  to  act  with  a  view 
to  reformations,  he  had  derived  the 
greateft  affiftance  from  Mr.  Powell 
and  Mr.  Bembridge.  Their  perfect 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  ail  the 
detail  of  the  pay-office,  had  inftrudt- 
ed  and  informed  him  ;  and  without 
their  affiduity,  fidelity,  and  induf- 
try,  he  would  have  been  unable  to 
have  fchemed  and  introduced  the 
reforlns  there  which  were  now  hap¬ 
pily  eftablifhed.  He  had  reaped  the 
moft  material  advantage  from  their 
fervices  ;  and  it  was  not  in  his  na¬ 
ture  to  be  ungrateful. 

He  did  not  conceive  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  thefe  gentlemen  to 
do  an  injury  to  the  public  in  their 
official  capacities,  even  if  they  had 
been  difpofed  to  be  fraudulent.  The 
pay-office  had  been  fo  reformed  that 
no  officer  in  it,  either  important  or 
infignificant,  could  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pradlife  peculation.  Mr. 
Powell,  the  caffiier,  could  not  take' 
to  himfelf  any  of  the  public  money 
without  the  commilfion  of  an  abfo- 
lute  forgery  ;  and  the  accountant, 
Mr.  j  Bembridge,  was  incapacitated 
altogether  from  pecuniary  appropri¬ 
ation  by  the  nature  of  his  office,, 
No  refponftbility,  accordingly,  with 
refpedt  to  money,  could  reft  on  Mr. 
Powell  or. Mr.  Bembridge.  There 
was  another  fort  of  refponfibility, 
however,  in  which  they  were  largely 
concerned,,  In  fidelity,  accuracy, 
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regularity,  and  difpatch  of  buiinefs, 
their  refponiibilfty  was  extenfive  and 
important.  That  fufpicions  of  a 
heinous  nature  fhould  be  entertained 
again#  them  could  not  but  be  iur- 
prifmg  to  him,  who  had  experienced 
the  moft  ample  proofs  of  their  of¬ 
ficial  ability,  integrity,  and  zeal. 

He  extolled  Mr.  Bembridge  as 
the  life  and  foul  of  the  office,  and 
fpoke  advantageoufly  of  his  talents. 
Upon  the  dilmifiion  of  Mr.  Powell 
and  Mr,  Bembridge  by  his  prede- 
ceiTor,  colonel  Barre,  he  faid,  that 
four  of  the  clerks  had  confented  to 
divide  among  them  the  buiinefs  of 
the  cafhier  and  accountant ;  but  that 
upon  his  advancement  into  office 
they  had  add  re  (Ted  a  letter  to  him, 
felting  their  defire  that  they  might 
be  excufed  from  the  execution  of 
this  duty,  end  their  wife  that  he 
would  reftore  to  their  ftation  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  diimilTed. 
This  letter  deferved  to  have  weight 
with  him,  and  obtained  it. 

He  deferibed  Mr.  Powell  as  one 
of  the  moft  refponftble  men  in  the 
kingdom.  He  had  grown  rich  in 
office  ;  and  his  great  property  might 
be  ftated  as  a  fecurity  for  his  h'o- 
nefty.  But  what  had  happened  had 
fo  completely  unhinged  him,  that  he 
was  nearly  incapable  of  performing 
his  official  functions.  His  nerves 
were  fo  fhaken,  that  the  mere  put¬ 
ting  a  queftion  to  him  was  fufficient 
to  throw  him  into  an/ agony  or  a 
convulfion.  In  this  condition  he 
could  have  no  view  in  continuing 
him  in  office,  but  what  - could  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  from  his  love  of  juftice 
and  humanity.  To  have  difmifted 
him  would  have  accumulated  his 
diftrefs,  and  have  fern  him  to  his 
trial  with  a  fuper-added  colour  of 
criminality.  He  was  convinced  that 

J 

he  had  afted  with  propriety  ;  yet  if 
the  houfe  fhould  think  he  had  erred, 
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he  would  fubmit  himfelf  to  its  judg~ 
ment. 

But,  while  his  feelings  and  his 

ideas  of  propriety  did  not  permit 

him  to  difmifs  Mr.  Powell,  it  was 
^  ' 

proper  to  obferve,  that  this  gentle¬ 
man  had  refigned  his  fituation.  Mr. 
Bembridge  had  alfo  offered  to  re- 
fign  ;  but  when  he  considered  his 
utility  as  an  officer,  he  was  at  a  lofg 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  ac¬ 
cept  his  refignation,  or  to  fufpend 
him  from  his  functions,  till  the  trial 
at  law  fhould  be  terminated. 

Mr.  Rigby  acknowledged  that  for 
many  years  he  had  attended  to  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Powell  and  Mr. 
Bembridge  ;  and  that  they  had  in¬ 
variably  acquitted  themfelves  to  his 
fatisfadiion.  What  proofs  might  be 
produced  again#  them  was  a  matter 
as  yet  uncertain  ;  but  as  trials  were 
about  to  take  place,  he  thought  it 
wrong  that  the  houfe  fhould  at  this 
time  fcrutinize  into  their  a  diions. 
This  was  to  keep  them  upon  the 
rack,  to  trifle  with  humanity,  and 
even  eventually  tp  commit  injuftice  ; 
for  prejudices  might  be  engendered 
which  might  reach  the  individuals 
who  were  to  compofe  their  jury. 

After  fome  farther  converfation, 
it  was  underflood  that  Mr.  Burke 
ought  to  accept  the  re  Agnation  of 
Mr.  Bembridge,  till  the  legal  pro* 
ceedings  again#  the  fuppofed  of¬ 
fenders  fhould  be  completely  termW 
nated. 

The  diftrefs  of  Mr.  Powell  al¬ 
luded  to  by  Mr.  Burke  grew  upon , 
him.  He  became  totally  unfit  for 
buiinefs  of  any  kind.  He  afterted 
ftrongly  his  innocence  wirh  '-efpedt 
to  any  intention  of  defrauding  the 
government ;  but  the  difgrace  of 
being  fufpedted,  and,  perhaps,  the 
a  final  confcioufnefs  of  Criminality, 
operated  upon  him  with  the  moft; 
humiliating  violence.  His  frame 
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was  infinitely  irritable  ;  and  his  be¬ 
haviour  indicated  the  utmoft  fe ve¬ 
rity  of  affliction  and-mifery.  By 
degrees  his  memory  for  look  him  ; 
and  he  became  wild  and  incoherent. 
His  friends  felt  for  his  unhappinefs 
ami  melancholy  ;  but  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  their  confequences.  For  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  refolution  to  defcroy 
fumfelq  de  effected  his  purpofe  by 
opening  the  jugular  artery,  and 
bleeding  to  death. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether  Mr. 
Bembridge  has  been  more  fortunate, 
as  he  has  furvived  his  difgrace.  An 
h.  or  mat  ion  was  filed  a  gain  ft  him  by 
the  attorney-general,  charging  him 
with  negledf  of  duty  in  having  con¬ 
nived  at  the  concealment  of  certain 
articles  in  the  account  chargeable  to 
the  late  lord  Holland,  as  paymafter- 
general  of  his  majefty’s  land  forces., 
to  the  amount  of  forty-eight  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  nine  pounds 
ten  fhiliings  and  a  fraction.  The 
trial  Was  agitated  before  the  earl  of 
Mansfield  and  a  fpeciai  jury,  in 
W  eft  m  i  n  ft  e  r-h  all. 

Mr.  Lee,  the  folicitor-general, 
conducted  the  profecution  in  the  al> 
fence  of  the  attorney-general  ;  and 
was  aftiilcd  by  fir  Thomas  Daven¬ 
port,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and 
Mr.  Baldwin.  The  inf  .  rmation, 
evidence,  and  faffs,  were  confident 
and  concurring,  and  fubmitted  ex¬ 
plicitly  to  the  jury.  In  order  to 
prove  that  Mr.  Bembridge  had  fworn 
that  the  duty  of  his  office  confided 
in  examining  and  dating  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  paymafters-general,  as 
well  ex-pay  matters  as  thofe  in  office, 
there  was  exhibited  his  own  ex¬ 
amination  upon  oath  before  the 
commiffioners  of  the  public  ac¬ 
counts.  To  eftablifli  the  cuftom  of 
palling  the  accounts  of  paymafters- 
general,  as  well  thofe  in  office  as 
cx-pay matters,  Mr.  Hughes  and  an¬ 
other  gentleman,  from  the  office  of 


the  auditor  of  the  impreft,  were 
fworn.  They  furnilhed  a  detail  and 
hiftory  of  the  tranftuftions  attending 
the -palling  the  accounts  of  lord  Hol¬ 
land.  They  mentioned  the  periods 
when  the  accounts  began  to  be  patted, 
and  whenthey  were  lent  from  the  pay- 
office  to  the  auditor^  office.  They  da¬ 
ted  that  i  f  any  doubts  arofe  upon  the 
examination  of  the  accounts  in  the 
auditor’s  office,  it  was  cuftomary  to 
refer  queries  to  the  accountant  of 
the  pay-office  for  an  fivers  and  ex¬ 
planations,  They  obferved  that  two 
errors  had  been  difcovered  after  the 
final  balance  had  been  pencilled  at 
the  bottom  of  the  accounts,  and 
that  the  accounts  were  fent  to  the 
pay-office  to  be  redfified.  It  was 
then  that  above  the  two  articles  o- 
mitted,  entries  were  made  of  other 
items  to  the  amount  of  forty-eight 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine 
pounds  ten  fhiliings  and  a  fraction. 
As  to  the  concealed  articles,  they 
were  proved  to  eoniift  of  monies 
chargeable  to  lord  Holland’s  ac¬ 
count  between  the  years  1757  and 
176;. 

For  the  payment  of  certain  lums 
for  fees  on  palling  the  accounts  of 
lord  Holland,  a  warrant  was  pro¬ 
duced  ;  and  it  was  demonftrated  that 
Mr.  Bembridge  had  claimed  and  re¬ 
ceived  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pounds  for  ftating  and  examining 
thefe  accounts.  Mr.  Rofe,  of  the 
treafury,  proved  the  examination  of 
Mr.  Bembridge  before  the  lords  of 
the  treafury;  who  had  called  him 
before  them  on  an  intimation  from 
lord  Sondes,  the  auditor  of  the  im- 
preft,  that  a  difcovery  had  been 
made  of  the  entry  of  items  to  the 
amount  of  forty -eight  thoufand  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  and  nine  pounds  ten 
fhiliings  and  a  fraction.  And  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  Mr.  Bembridge  had  all 
along  been  perfectly  well  apprized 
of  the  omiffion. 

Mr* 
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Mr.  Bearcroft,  as  counfel  for  Mr. 
Bembridge,  addreffed  the  jury  in 
his  favour.  The  faffs  charged  were 
admitted  by  him  ;  but  he  denied 
that  his  client  had  committed  any 
crime  defcribed  by  the  law  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Fie  contended,  that  though 
the  accounts  of  the  ex-paymafters 
had  from  cuftom  been  examined  and 
ftated  by  the  accountant  of  the  pay- 
office,  this  was  in  faff  no  part  of  his 
duty  ;  and  that  therefore  he  was  not 
obnoxious  to  any  legal  imputation 
of  criminality  tor  having  negleffed 
it,  and  tar  lei's  liable  to  legal  pu- 
nifhment.  He  faid,  that  the  cafe 
had  been  greatly  mifconceived,  and 
that  mifreprefentation  and  ignorance 
had  attempted  to  fix  a  ftigma  where 
it  was  altogether  unmerited.  He 
defcribed  Mr.  Powell  as  the  friend 
and  benefactor  of  Mr.  Bembridge  ; 
and  he  ftated,  that  it  there  was  any 
criminality  in  the  matter,  it  was 
wholly  imputable  to  the  former.  He 
faid,  that  it  would  ill  have  become 
Mr  Bembridge  to  have  affed  the  fpy 
and  informer  againff  his  patron  Mr. 
Powell.  And  he  thought  that 
if  the  prefent  profecutiun  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  juilifiable,  it  would  fol¬ 
low,  that  every  clerk  in  a  public  of¬ 
fice  was  bound  in  duty  to  be  a  fpy 
and  an  informer.  He  urged,  that  if 
a  facrifice  was  to  be  made  to  the 
public  for  the  negleff  of  duty,  it  had 
already. been  gratified.  The  death 
of  Mr  Powell  was  Purely  a  fufficient 
atonement  for  the  tranfgreffion  com¬ 
plained  of.  Fie  a ffu red  the  jury, 
that  the  whole  of  the  balance  due 
from  the  executors  ot  lord  Holland 
was  as  well  fecured  to  the  public  as 
any  property  in  the  kingdom.  He 
contended,  that  the  accounts  of  lord 
Holland,  formerly  paffed  and  ex¬ 
amined,  were  not  in  reality  final  ac¬ 
counts  but  merely  pencilled,  and  ba¬ 
lanced  up  to  the  time  they  were  de¬ 
livered  into  the  office  of  the  auditor 
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of  the  impreft.  And  he  called  upon 
witneffes  to  afcertain  the  fa£i,  that 
to  ifate  and  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  ex-paymafters  was  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  accountant  of  the 
pay-office,  and  to  elfablifh  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mr.  Bembridge  as  g.  faith¬ 
ful  and  diligent  officer. 

Mr.  Bang-ham,  who  had  been 
upwards  of  thirty  years  in  the  pay- 
office,  protefted  upon  oath,  that  he 
did  not  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty 
ot  the  accountant  to  examine  and 
hate  the  accounts  of  ex-paymafters. 
He  went  farther ;  and  obferved,  that 
within  his  memory  the  accounts  of 
an  ex-paymafter  had  been  examined 
and  paffed  by  other  perfons  than  the 
accountant.  Mr.  Crawford  ex- 
prefied  his  belief  that  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  accountant  to  attend  to 
the  accounts  of  the  ex-paymafters  ; 
but  he  acknowledged  that  his  opi¬ 
nion  was  not  founded  fo  much  on 
the  actual  knowledge  of  the  faff,  as 
in  a  ftrong  irrfpreffion  ffiat  had  taken 
poffeflion  of  his  mind.  As  to  the 
general  integrity  and  ability  of  Mr. 
Bembridge,  thefe  witneffes  were 
fully  fatisfied.  Mr.  Lamb  depofed, 
that  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Sawyer,  he  had  examined  and  ftated 
the  accounts  of  the  late  earl  of 
Chatham,  after  he  went  out  of  the 
office  of  the  pay-rriafter  -  general ; 
and  that  no  perfon  but  himfelf  had 
any  (have  in  the  buftnefs.  Now  at 
the  time  when  this  examination  and 
ftate  were  made  Mr,  Lamb  was 
an  army  agent.  To  the  general 
charaffer  of  Mr.  Bembridge  as  a 
moil  affive,  honeft,  and  able  officer, 
there  appeared  high  and  great  tef- 
timonies.  In  this  opinion  there 
concurred,  upon  oath,  lord  North, 
lord  Sydney,  Mr.  Rigby,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Cafwell,and  Mr.Cham- 
pion. 

The  folicitor-general  made  a  re¬ 
ply  to  Mr.  Bearcroft,  and  offered  a 

few 


•9 


B  R  I  T  I  S 

few  obfervations  to  the  attention  of 
the  jury.  It  was  idle,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  to  maintain  that  there  was  no 
criminality  in  the  conduct  of  Mr, 
Bembridge,  as  the  law  of  England 
now  Hood.  He  was  not,  indeed, 
prepared  to  quote  a  cafe  from  any 
book,  that  an  accountant  of  the 
pay-office  had  been  tried,  convifled, 
and  puniihed,  for  the  fort  of  con¬ 
duct  now  under  consideration.  But 
it  was  eafv  to  demonflrate  from  the 
old,  as  well  as  the  recent  treatifes 
on  the  law  of  England,  that  mal- 
feafance,  misfeafance,  and  nonfeaf- 
ance,  were  indictable  and  punifh- 
able  offences.  A  magiftrate  of  Lon¬ 
don  had  been  recently  convicted  of 
nonfcafance,  that  is,  of  not  having 
been  fo  aftive  as  he  ought  to  have 
been  in  quelling  the  riots  in  June, 
1780,  It  was  obvious,  that  every 
man  in  a  public  office  was  refponfi- 
ble  for  his  official  conduct,  and  pu- 
nifliable  for  offences  of  omiffion  as 
well  as  commiffion.  Mr.  Bembridge 
was  a  public  officer.  It  had  been 
proved  by  his  own  teflimony  upon 
oath,  that  he  knew  and  confidered 
st  to  be  his  duty  to  examine  and 
pafs  the  accounts  of  the  ex-pay- 
mailers,  as  well  as  the  paymafiers  in 
aCtual  office.  It  had  been  proved, 
that  he  had  received  two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  pounds,  for  paffing  the 
accounts  of  lord  Holland,  which 
were  In  fa£t  the  accounts  in  quef- 
tion.  It  had  been  proved,  that  he 
bimfelf  had  made  no  fcruple  to  a- 
vow  that  the  fum  of  forty- eight 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine 
pounds  ten  {hillings  and  afradlion, 
bad  been  omitted  in  the  former  ac¬ 
counts  of  lord  Holland, 

It  was  a  frivolous  defence,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  folicitor-general,  that 
Mr.  Bembridge  had  connived  at  a 
criminal  concealment  of  the  public 
money  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Powell, 
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and  that  he  was  not  bound  to  betray 
his  benefadlor.  If  fuch  reafoning 
and  arguments  were  to  be  allowed, 
where  would  the  mifchief  end  ?  It 
would  not  end  with  Mr.  Bembridge, 
There  would  not  be  a  public  office 
in  the  kingdom  where  fuch  con- 
nivances  and  criminality  would  not 
obtain ;  and  how  much  and  how 
deeply  in  this  view  of  the  matter, 
would  the  public  fuller  and  be  in¬ 
jured  ? 

Lord  Mansfield  Informed  the 
jury,  that  the  cafe  refolved  itfelf 
into  two  proportions.  The  firft  was, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  accoun¬ 
tant  of  the  Pay-Office  to  examine  and 
(late  the  accounts  of  the  ex-pay- 
mailers  as  well  as  the  paymafiers  in 
office.  The  fecond  was,  that  the 
defendant  being  bound  in  duty  to 
examine  and  poll  the  accounts  of 
the  late  lord  Holland,  had  wilfully, 
corruptly,  and  fraudulently,  conniv¬ 
ed  at  the  concealment  of  forty-eight 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine 
pounds  ten  {hillings  and  a  fraction. 
He  then  gave  a  general  flate  of 
the  evidence,  and  declared,  that 
as  to  the  point  in  law  he  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  any  perfon  holding 
a  public  office  under  the  king’s  let¬ 
ter  patent,  or  derivatively  from 
fuch  authority,  was  amenable  to 
the  law  for  every  part  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  and  liable  to  be  punifhed  if 
he  fliould  be  conviCled  of  not  hav¬ 
ing  difcharged  his  duty  with  fide- 
iity. 

The  jury  after  being  out  of  court 
near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  return¬ 
ed,  and  found  the  defendant  to  be 
guilty.  An  application  was  made, 
but  in  vain,  for  a  new  trial.  And 
Mr.  Bembridge  was  fentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  of  two  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  and  to  be  confined  in 
the  prifon  of  the  King’s-Bench  for 
the  fpace  of  £x  months. 


CHAP 


FOREIGN  HIS  T  O  R  Y. 


C  H  A  P.  XIL 

Deficiencies  of  Taxes  and  of  Parliamentary  Grants*  Rcfolutions  of  Supply,  Or* 
dinary  and  Extraordinary  of  the  Navy,  Motion  by  Mr,  Sawbridge  for 
Jkoftening  the  Duration  of  Parliaments » 

i  Y  ORD  John  Caven-  the  fund  eflablifhed  for  paying  an- 
11  li‘  I  a  difh  having  hated  to  nuities,  by  an  adt  made  in  the  19th. 
the  commons  the  deficiencies  ofleve-  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  ma- 
rai  taxes  and  parliamentary  grants,  jefiy,  towards  the  fupply  granted 
and  the  neceffity  of  their  being  fup-  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779. 
plied  and  made  good  for  the  interefl  4  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one 
and  fervice  of  the  public,  moved  the  hundred  forty-one  thoufand  eight 
following  refolutions.  hundred  feventy-one  pounds,  ieven 

4  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  forty-  (hillings,  and  feven  pence  three  far- 
£x  thoufand  four  hundred  forty-  things,  be  granted  to  his  majefiy,  to 
four  pounds,  and  eleven  pence,  be  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the  like 
granted  to  his  majefiy,  to  replace  fum  taken  out  of  the  fame,  to  make 
to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  good  the  deficiency  on  the  tenth 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  day  of  Odto'oer,  1782,  of  the  fund 
the  deficiency  on  the  fifth  day  of  eflablifhed  for  p&ying  annuities,, 
July,  1782,  of  the  fund  eflablifhed  granted  by  an  ad  made  in  the  20th 
for  paying  annuities  granted  by  an  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
ad  made  in  the  3 1  it  year  of  his  majefiy,  towards  the  fupply  granted 
late  majefiy,  towards  the  fupply  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  2780. 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  4  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one 
1738.  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand 

4  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  fix  hundred  eighty-two  pounds,  fe- 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  one  venteen  Ihillings,  and  four  pence,  be 
hundred  ninety-one  pounds,  eight  granted  to  his  majefiy,  to  replace 
findings  and  eight  pence  farthing,  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid 
be  granted  to  his  majefiy,  to  re-  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the 
place  to  the  finking  fund  the  like  fum  deficiency  on  the  tenth  day  of  Oc- 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  tober,  178  2,  of  the  fund  efiablifiied 
the  deficiency  on  the  fifth  day  of  for  paying  annuities,  granted  by  an 
July,  1782,  of  the  fund  eflablifhed  aft  made  in  the  22d  year  of  the 
for  paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  reign  of  his  prefent  majefiy,  to¬ 
ad!  in  the  18th  year  of  the  reign  wards  the  fupply  granted  for  the 
of  his  prefent  majefiy,  towards  the  fervice  of  the  year  1782. 
fupply  granted  for  the,  fervice  of  4  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  two 
the  year  1778.  hundred  eighty-two  thoufand  five 

6  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  fixty-  hundred  and  two  pounds,  eight  fhil- 
three  thoufand  eight  hundred  eighty-  lings,  and  two  pence,  be  granted  to 
eight  pounds,  eight  {hillings,  and  fe-  his  majefiy,  to  makegood  the  ele¬ 
ven  pence  halfpenny,  be  granted  to  ficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fer- 
his  majefiy,  to  replace  to  the  finking  vice  of  the  year  1782. 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  In  a  committee  of  fupply  of  the 
fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  houfie,  thefe  refolutions  were  agreed 
on  the  fifth  day  of  July ,  1782,  of  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported.  In 

this 
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this  committee  ulfo,  the  honourable 
Mr.  Town  (bend  rofe,  and  moved, 
4  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  fourhjjn- 
dred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  eighty-nine  pounds,  twelve  (hil¬ 
lings,  and  eleven  pence,  be  granted  to 
his  majefty  for  the  ordinary  of  the 
navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea 
and  marine  officers  for  the  year 
1783.’  He  alfo  moved,  4  that  a  fum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-three  pounds,  one  (hilling,  and 
four  pence, be  granted  tohismajedy 
towards  the  buildings,  rebuildings, 
and  repairs  of  fliips  of  war,  in  his 
majefty’s  yards,  and  other  extra 
works  over  and  above  what  are  pro- 
pofed  to  be  done  upon  the  heads  of 
wear  and  tear,  and  ordinary,  for  the 
year  1783.’ 

Thefe  eftimates  efcaped  not  ani- 
madvertion.  Mr.  Buller  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  enormous  amount  of  the 
navy  extraordinaries.  They  infi¬ 
nitely,  and  in  his  opinion,  prepof- 
teroufly  exceeded  the  fum  afked  for 
in  the  fame  fervice  in  the  end  of  the 
laid  war*.  It  had  been  underflood, 
that  parfimony  and  oeconomy  were 
abfolutely  neceffiary  to  recover  the 
exhaufted  ftrength  of  the  country  ; 
but  this  was  no  example  of  it.  Ma¬ 
ny  promotions,  he  faid,  had  been 
made  without  neceffity  or  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  befde  the  expence  in¬ 
curred  in  this  way,  many  peniions 
were  paid  by  the  board  of  admiralty 
which  could  not  be  juflified.  In 
particular,  a  penfion  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  had  been  bellowed  upon 
Mr.  Jackfon.  It  was  true  that  Mr. 
Jackfon  had  ferved  with  ability  in 
the  Admiralty-Office,  and  he  was 
yet  both  willing  and  able  to  fervein 
it.  As  a  good  fervant,  it  was  an 
injuflice  to  the  public  to  difmifs 
him;  and  it  added  to  this  injuflice 
that  he  retired  with  a  yearly  pen 
fion  of  four  hundred  pounds* 


The  honourable  Mr.  Townfhend 
endeavoured  to  account  for  the  ex¬ 
cels  of  the  extraordinary  of  the  pre- 
fent  year  over  that  which  was  alked 
on  the  conclufion  of  the  lafl  peace. 
At  that  time,  ten  thoufand  pounds 
only  were  moved  for  ;  but  that  fum 
was  found  fo  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  that  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  were  required  in  addition 
to  it.  He  likewife  llated,  that  in 
the  prefent  extraordinary  there  was 
included  the  fum  for  lord  Rodney’s 
prizes,  which  the  admiralty,  from 
the  peculiar  circumflances  of  the 
cafe,  were  not  difpofed  to  pay  till 
they  had  the  fandlion  of  parliament. 
He  remarked  too,  the  uncommonly 
expend ve  nature  of  the  war  ‘  and 
upon  thefe  topics  contended,  that 
the  excefs  of  the  extraordinary  was 
by  no  means  unreafonable. 

Mr.  Hopkins  declared,  that  he 
thought  the  eflimates  rather  too 
low  than  too  high.  The  fums 
which  had  been  demanded  for  pre¬ 
ceding  years,  had  been  by  far  too 
fmall,  and  inadequate  to  the  public 
exigency.  For  this,  however,  he 
blamed  not  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
or  any  particular  board  of  admiralty. 
The  fault  lay  with  the  noble  and  un¬ 
fortunate  lord  who  had  prciidedover 
the  government  of  this  country  at 
the  commencement,  and  during  the 
progrels  of  that  accurfed  and  mod 
dellrudfive  meafure,  the  American 
war.  That  noble  lord,  when  the 
American  hoifilities  had  broke  our, 
had  the  effrontery  to  tell  the  houfe, 
“  that  there  was  not  even  a  probabi¬ 
lity  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
would  take  any  part  in  the  quarrel.” 
He  conceived,  notvvithft anding,  that 
his  lordfhip  actually  forefaw  this 
event ;  but  that  he  meant  to  delude 
the  houfe  in  order  to  fupport  his  own 
power,  and  to  promote  the  animofity 
of  this  country  againft  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  This,  however,  was  not 

all. 
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all.  Had  that  noble  lord  performed 
his  duty,  and  demanded  luch  {up- 
plies  for  the  navy  as  were  actually 
requilite  to  put  our  marine  on  a  foot¬ 
ing  with  thofe  of  France  and  Spain, 
our  difgra.ee  would  not  have  proved 
fo  humiliating.  But  his  lordfhip 
was  afraid  to  encounter  the  difficulty 
of  allying -for  proper  fupplies ;  and 
rather  than  relinquifh  power,  he 
had  endangered  the  exiflence  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Brett  enlarged  on  the  expence 
which  was  indifpenfably  necefia  ry 
in  order  to  uphold  the  navy.  It  was 
abfurd  to  cenfure  minifters  on  one 
day  for  not  keeping  up  our  maritime 
ftrengrh,  and  to  complain  on  another 
that  the  charge  was  enormous.  The 
extraordinaries  were  undoubtedly 
large ;  and  they  would  probably 
continue  to  be  fo  for  fome  years  to 
come.  Several  new  {hips  had  been 
contracted  for  before  the  peace. 
Upon  thefe  the  {hip-builders  were 
employed  ;  and  as  the  payments 
were  to  be  made  by  mftailmems,  it 
was  neceffary  to  have  money  till  the 
contracts  ffioukl.be  fulfilled. 

Lord  Mulgrave  recommended  a 
manly  way  of  abungy  and  in  lifted 
on  the  policy  of  having  our  marine 
in  fuch  a  condition  that  it  could  at 
all  times  be  lent  out  to  fea  with  expe¬ 
dition.  He  ju hi fied  the  promotions 
which  -had  been  made.  At  the  end 
of  a  war,  in  which  few  officers  had 
acquired  much,  he  contended  that 
preferment  was  the  circumffiance  to 
which  they  looked  up  with  the 
g  reate  ft  confidence.  It  was  the  moft 
honourable  and  the  leaft  burdenfome 
recom pence  that  could  be  given  to 
men  who  had  rifked  their  lives  for 
their  country  ;  and  it  ought  never 
to  be  dealt  out  with  a  niggardly  or 
avaricious  hand.  As  to  the  penfton 
bellowed  on  Mr.  Jackfon,  he  con- 
ftdered  it  as  a  proper  remuneration 
for  his  fer vices  at  the  navy  board 
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and  the  admiralty  office.  Nor  did 
he  conceive  that  there  could  be  any 
method  more  proper  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  public  bufmefs,  than  a 
forwardnefs  to  provide  for  men 
whole  fervices  had  been  long,  affidu- 
ous,  and  able. 

There  was,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
material  point,  to  which  he  wilhed 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe. 
This  was  the  dreadful  fttuation  of 
the  widows  of  officers  upon  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  navy.  Their  fup- 
port  depended  on  the  number  of  men 
employed ;  it  being  cuftomary  to 
appropriate  the  pay  of  one  nominal 
man  in  every  hundred  feamen,  to 
make  a  fund  for  their  benefit.  Now 
in  time  of  war,  this  fund  produced 
from  30I.  to  45 1.  per  annum  to  each 
widow.  In  times  of  peace,  however, 
its  produce  was  only  from  12  to  i8i. 
per  annum ;  a  recompenfe  which 
was  by  no  means  fit  or  adequate. 
This  fort  of  penfion,  be  obferved, 
was  not  paid  in  general  to  all  the 
widows  of  captains  and  lieutenants, 
but:  only  to  thofe  of  them  who  were 
labouring  under  want.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftanees,  being  put  together  and 
confidered,  he  tr lifted  that  his  con- 
duff  would  be  approved,  if  he 
ffiould  take  an  early  opportunity  to 
move  for  certain  papers  that  were 
necefiary  to  be  upon  the  table  when 
he  ffiould  bring  forward  a  propofition 
of  which  it  was  the  object  to  produce 
the  relief  of  the  widows  of  brave  and 
deferving  officers,  who  had  {pent 
their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country. 

Sir  John  Jervis  defired  the  houfe 
to  take  a  view  of  the  fleets  of  other 
powers,  and  extolled  the  wifdom-  of 
keeping  up  a  formidable  and  refpec- 
table  navy.  The  peace  might; not 
laft  long  ;  and  it  a  new  war  ffiould 
fpeedily  break  outt  it  would  then 
be  too  late  to  complain  of  the  r£* 
dubtiorj  of  our  maritime  force.  We 

could 
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could  only  be  confiderable  by  attend¬ 
ing  to  it  ;  and  nothing  could  be  more 
impolitic  than  to  yield  inconfider- 
ately  to  idle  and  unfubftantial  rea- 
fonings  about  parfiniony.  Proper 
and  wife  expellees  were  the  bell  and 
happied  ceconoiriy  ;  and  in  this 
country  no  money  co.uld  be  wafted 
that  was  applied  to  prefer  v.e  the  na¬ 
val  ftrength  :  for  upon  that  llrength 
our  fecurity  depended  in  the  mod 
effectual  manner. 

Mr.  Aubrey  could  not  conceive 
that  the  amount  of  the  edimates 
could  with  any  propriety  be  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  enormous,  when  it 
was  adverted  to,  that  though  they 
were  taken  into  confideration  in  time 
of  peace*  they  were  occalioned  by 
theexpences  of  the  war.  The  firlt 
year  of  a  peace  was  generally  as 
expendve  as  the  lad  year  of  a  war. 
Of  the  prefent  edimates,  there  might 
indeed  be  dome  favings  ;  but  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  apply  thefe 
to  the  extinction  of  the  navy  debt,  or 
to  the  fervice  of  fome  other  public 
exigency.  As  to  the  article  of  pen¬ 
sions  its  judification  might  be  left  to 
the  feelings  of  the  houfe.  It  would 
not  be  contended,  without  inhumani¬ 
ty  and  injudice,  that  fuperannuated 
and  wounded  officers  were  not  pro¬ 
per  objects  of  bounty,  and  that 
their  widows  deferved  not  protection. 
Thefe  petitions  too  were  not  granted 
by  the  admiralty,  but  by  the  king- 
in  council.  There  was  but  one  peti¬ 
tion  granted  by  the  admiralty,  and 
that  was  to  Mr,  Jackfon,  who  had 
been  an  old  and  ufeful  fervant  to  the 
board.  Nearly  forty  years  of  his 
life  had  been  employed  in  places  of 
high  trud,  and  great  labour ;  and 
was  the  grant  of  an  annual  pitrance 
to  fuch  a  man,  to  be  branded  as  a 
lkvifh  act  of  profu fioh  ? 

The  promotions  alluded  to  con¬ 
fided  of  thirty-nine  maders  and  com¬ 
manders*  who  had  been  advanced  to 


the  rank  of  pod  captains  ;  and  of 
twenty  lieutenants,  who  had  been 
honoured  with  the  titles  of  maders 
and  commanders.  Of  the  fird  of 
thefe  clafies,  the  promotion  confer¬ 
red  rank,  but  was  attended  with  no 
additional  pay.  The  public  of  con- 
fequence  was  not  expofed  by  it  to 
the  flighted  expellee.  Of  the  fe- 
cond  clafs,  the  promotion  affedted 
the  half  pay  eftablifliment  with  an 
additional  payment  to  each  of  three 
(hillings  a  day.  Now  that  marks  of 
approbation,  like  thefe,  fliould  ex- 
cite  any,  cenfure  among  members  of 
parliament,  or  any  murmur  among 
the  people,  was  a  height  of  abfur- 
dity  fo  ridiculous,  that  it  was  not  to 
be  equalled  but  by  a  tick  mama 
dream. 

It  was  in  every  one’s  memory,  that 
by  the  reduction  which  took  place 
at  the  lad  peace,  the  lieutenants  of 
the  navy  were  expofed  to  the  mod 
cruel  didrefies.  It  was  alfo  well 
known,  that  the  late  lord  Chatham 
had  projected  a  plan  for  their  relief, 
which  was  defeated  by  his  removal 
from  office.  In  a  country  where 
the  badges  of  merit  were  fo  few, 
the  meafure  he  defended  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  proper  to  give  encouragement ; 
to  a  favourite  fervice.  If  the  peace 
was  not  lading,  the  mifehief  would! 
ceafe  ;  for  a  new  war  mud  be  fol¬ 
lowed  with  new  promotions.  On,, 
the  other  hand,  if  the  peace  fliould it 
be  permanent,  it  was  right  that  at 
number  of  gallant  officers  fliould  be 
fent  on  fliore  contented  with  the  fer¬ 
vice,  and  difpofed  to  continue  in  it. 
There  were  for  the  meafure  he  re¬ 
commended  juflice,  humanity,  and 
gratitude  ;  and  thefe  were  arguments 
which  in  that  houfe  could  not  be 
urged  in  vain. 

The  refolutions,  upon  being  put, 
were  agreed  to  without  any  difficul- 

O  v  ,f> 

ty  ;  and  foon  after  the  confideration 
of  the  commons  was  called  to  the 
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propriety  of  fhortening  the  duration 
of  parliaments. 

fc,  ,  Mr.  Alderman  Saw- 
1  *  bridge  obferved  to  the 
houfe,  that  though  he  had  frequent¬ 
ly  explained  to  them  his  fentiments 
on  the  danger  of  long  parliaments, 
he  had  never  been  able  to  carry  them 
into  his  views.  Convinced,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  propriety  of  his  opinions 
he  would  ftrenuoufly  perfift  in 
them  ;  and  it  was  his  firm  determi¬ 
nation  to  bring  the  queflion  forward 
fefiion  after  feliion,  as  long  as  he 
fhould  have  the  honour  to  have  a 
feat  in  that  afiemhly. 

Upon  a  former  day,  he  had  heard 
the  Britifli  confiitution  characterized 
as  the  moft  glorious  fabrick,  the  work 
of  ao-es,  and  the  wonder  ot  the  world. 
To  him  fuch  a  defeription  appeared 
moil  abf'urd  ;  and  he  was  happy 
that  no  foreigners  bad  been  preient 
at  the  time,  as  they  might  have  been 
too  much  diverted  at  the  expence  of 
the  member  who  had  indulged  himfelf 
fo  extravagantly  in  panegyrick.  It 
was  his  rooted  perfuafion,  that  the 
Britifh  conifitution,  till  the  decolla¬ 
tion  of  that  tyrant  Charles  the  Firft, 
was  a  fylfem  of  the  molt  wretched 
defpotifm.  No  gleam  of  liberty  had 
ever  fhone  out  till  after  that  sera. 
Antecedently  to  the  domination 
of  Charles,  the  country  had  been  a 
monarchical  tyranny,  or  an  ariftocra- 
tical  tyranny.  /  Under  both  thefe 
defcriptions  it  was  miferable  ;  and 
the  people  were  no  better  than  Haves. 
In  ancient  times,  there  had  indeed 
exifted  violent  contentions  and 
feuds ;  but  thefe  were  experiments 
for  power  between  the  king  and  the 
barons ;  between  the  crown  and  the 
great  men  of  the  realm.  The  peo* 
pie  took  no  real  intereft  in  them. 
They  never  felt  their  dignity,  never 
inquired  into  their  rights,  and  never 
averted  them  till  they  were  thrown 
into  combustion  by  the  atrocious 
1783. 


tyranny  of  the  firft  Charles.  It  wag 
ot  confequence,  in  late  times,  only, 
that  the  flame  of  public  liberty  il¬ 
luminated  the  conifitution.  It  was 
in  late  times  only,  that  our  confti- 
tution  had  become  the  wonder  of  the 
world.  To  talk  of  it  as  having  been 
fo  for  ages,  was  to  falfify  records 
and  hiftory. 

To  improve  upon  the  confiitution 
was  his  objeCt.  He  would  not  how¬ 
ever  move  any  fpecific  proposition* 
The  real  queftion  might  thence  be 
avoided  by  infidious,  defigning,  and 
cold  men.  It  might  be  faid  by  fame 
that  his  motion  pointed  at  annual 
parliaments ;  and  others  might  con¬ 
ceive,  that  his  mind  had  fixed  itfelf 
for  triennial  parliaments.  He  would 
propofe  neither;  but  he  could  allure 
the  houfe,  that  it  was  in  his  power 
to  fuggeft  fuch  a  mode  of  fhortening 
the  duration  of  pa ili aments  as  fhould 
infallibly  engage  their  approbation. 
He  therefore  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing,  44  rfhat  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  fhortening  the  duration 
of  parliaments.” 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  feconded  th« 
motion  of  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  Martin,  who  de¬ 
livered  his  fentiments  at  forne  length. 
It  had  been  afferted,  he  faid,  that 
the  people  defired  no  reform  of  par-* 
liament.  Of  this  pofition,  he  was 
not  convinced  ;  but  even  allowing  it 
to  be  true,  it  ought  net  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  reafon  for  avoiding  re¬ 
formations.  He  contended,  that  if 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  copy*? 
ing  the  example  of  their  fuperiors, 
had  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  corruption 
and  debafement,  it  yet  became  not  the 
houfe  to  negleCt  the  eftablifhment  of 
falutary  regulations  and  rules.  He 
would  maintain,  that  it  was  at  alt 
ones  the  duty  of  every  man,  whe¬ 
ther  in  parliament  or  out  of  it,  to 
hand  up  to  the  full  extent  of  his  in¬ 
fluence  in  defence  of  the  juft  rights 
G  of 
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of  the  people,  even  although  they 
(liould  not  delire  it.  Men  of  integ¬ 
rity  and  virtue,  by  making  exeitions 
of  this  kind,  would  recall  the  lower 
orders  of"  men  to  a  proper  fenfe  of 
their  confequence,  would  refcue 
'them  gradually  from  abafemenf, 
‘and  prevent  that  fatal  extremity  of 
corruption  which  preceded  the  down¬ 
fall  of  nations.  Feeling  in  this 
manner,  it  was  ah  infinite  fat  is  fact  ion 
'to  him,  that  numerous  aftociations 
had  been  formed  for  awakening  the 
people  to  proper  ideas  of  their  im¬ 
portance.  Their  aim  was  laudable  ; 
and  in  lpite  of  ridicule  of  every 
.  kind,  it  was  his  hope  that  they  would 
abound  and  profper. 

The  earl  of  Surrey  was  likewife 
ftrenuous  for  the  motion  ;  and  in¬ 
filled  that  feven  years  was  too  long 
a  period  for  any  individual  to  be  en- 
tr lifted  with  the  power  of  his  con- 
'ftituents.  It  would  be  right  that 
members  fhould  be  fent  frequently 
back  to  thole  who  had  deputed  them 
to  the  houfe,  that  the  el e dors  might 
have  proper  opportunities. of  Ihew 
ing  them  their  approbation  by  re¬ 
peated  ads  in  their  favour,  or  of 
punilliing  their  mifcondud  by  dif- 
'  million  and  negled.  It  was  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  members  for  the 
'boroughs  ought  peculiarly  to  vote 
for  the  prefent  motion  ;  becaufe  the 


bill  would  afford  them  more  frequent 
opportunities  ol  exerciling  their  fran- 
chife.  The  ex  ere  lie  of  a  repeated 
controul  of  the  people  over  their 
reprefenta  fives,  he  considered  as  the1 
method  the  moftcffedual  for  recover¬ 
ing  their  dignity  and  for  giving  vi¬ 
gour  to  the  conftitution. 

Sir  Edward  Aftlev  expreffed  a 
high  approbation  of  Mr,  Sawbridge 
for  his  perfeverance  in  his  endea-- 
yours  to  fhorten  the  duration  ofr 
parliaments.  -Our  anceftors,  in  a( 
critical  fituation  of  public  affairs,., 
had  confented  to  feptennial  parlia¬ 
ments.  But  now,  when  the  fame 
political  caufe  had  no  longer  any 
power  or  exiftence,  it  was  proper, 
that  parliaments  fhould  belhortened. 
This  was  an  advantage  which  was 
to  be  claimed  not  as  a  favour,  but 
as  a  right.  It  belonged  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  ought  not  to  be  withheld 
from  them.  It  ought  now  to  be  de¬ 
manded  the  more  ftrongdy,  as  from 

cy  f  ' 

a  late  coalition,  a  poffibility  might 
be  inferred,  that  a  confederacy; 
might  be  formed  to  extend  parlia¬ 
ments  to  ten  or  twelve  years,  or  event 
to  render  them  perpetual. 

Notwithfianding  the  anxiety  and, 
keennefs  with  which  the  motion  ol 
Mr.  Sawbridge  was  fupported,  it 
was  loft  by  a  majority  of  123  to  96. 


C  FI  A  P.  XIII. 


'Taxes, 


Stamps  on  Bills  of  Exchange ,  Receipt s,  Probates  of  Wills  and  Led, 
varies.  Bonds  and  Lavs  Proceedlhvs,  Additional  Tax  on  Stage  Coaches 
and  Diligences,  Duties  on  Contracts  and  Inventories ,  Turnpike  Roat 
and  Indofure  Bills ,  if  sack  Medicines ,  Carriages ,  Births ,  Marriages 
and  Deaths,  Specification  of  the  New  Duties,  Debates  concerning  , 

them. 


May  26. 


N‘  propofing  the  taxes,  difagrecabl.e  nature  of  the  ,bu fine! 
^  lord  John  Cavendifh  he  had  undertaken :  and  while  h< 
apologized  to  the  houfe  for  the  exprellbd  his  conicioufnda  of  its  ex 
5w  ©  • .  trem. . 
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treme  difficulty,  he  derived  a  con- 
folation  from  the  neceffity  there  ex- 
iiled  for  enabling  government  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  intereffc  of  the  loan. 
Conform  ill  g  anxioufly  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  he  had  turned  his 
thoughts  to  discover  by  what  means 
a  fund  would  be  railed  with  certainty 
on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  lead 
poflibie  inconvenience  to  the  public 
on  the  Other.  He  had  thought  of  the 
cuftoms  and  excife  ;  but  it  feemed 
to  him  to  be  improper  to  augment 
the  burdens  of  tbofe  great  branches 
of  the  revenue,  after  a  year  of  great 
natural  did  refs.  The  fcarcity  of 
corn  was  an  acknowledged  point, 
and  to  create  burdens  which-  would 
ultimately  fall  upon  it  would  be  un- 
wife  and  impolitic.  It  was  from 
other  quarters  that  he  expected  a 
relief  at  prefe.nt :  and  he  trailed  that 
the  objects  upon  which  he  had  fix¬ 
ed,  would  appear  as  definable  to  the 
lioufe  as  they  did  to  him. 

The  firft  obj edits  of  taxation  he 
propofed  were  bills  oi  exchange. 
The  damp  tax,  with  regard,,  to  them 
which  had  been  imp© fed  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  had  been  very  produc¬ 
tive.  For  this  reafon,  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  it  would  bear  a  large  in- 
creafe.  It  was  therefore  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  duty  fhould  be  dou¬ 
bled.  The  lad  .year  the  tax  had 
produced  56,0001.  and  the  additional 
duty  would  produce  the  fame  fum. 
To  this  tax  it  was  his  intention  to 
fubjedt  all  promiffory  notes,  and 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  foreign 
countries.  It  was  alfo  his,  meaning 
to  take  away  an  exception  in  the 
adt  of  lad  year,  which  had  opened 
a  road  to  numbcrlefs  evafions.  This 
exception  was  in  favour  of  all  bills 
drawn  upon  demand.  Now.  under 
the  favour  of  this  exception,  means 
vKad  been  ingeniouily  contrived,  that 
bills  fhould  be  fo  drawn,  that  though 
they  were  not  in  fadt  bills  on  de¬ 


mand,  they  were  fo  exprefied  as  to 
have  exadtly  this  appearance.  By 
this  extenfion  of  the  tax,  and  this 
regulation,  he  expected  to  raife 
44,000!. 

,  His  next  tax  regarded  a  matter 
which  had  been  often  deliberated 
upon;  but  which  had  never  been 
carried  into  execution.  He  alluded 
to  a  tax  upon  receipts  of  every  de¬ 
nomination.  The  number  of  re¬ 
ceipts  granted  during  the  {pace  of 
a  year  muft  be  imfnenfe  ;  and  if  this 
tax  could  be  proceeded  again  if  eva- 
iions,  it  would  be  productive  to  an 
uncommon  degree.  He  wi filed, 
however,  out  of  tendernefs  to  the 
poor,  to  exempt  from  this  duty  all 
bills  for  lefis  than  40s.  By  this"  ex¬ 
emption,  he  imagined,  he  ffiodld 
remove  every  idea  of  diftrefs  and 
hardfnip  from  the  dower  conditions; 
of  the  people.  Upon  all  receipts 
tor  more  than  40s,  and  under  20L 
he  was  defirous  to  lay  a  ftamp-duty 
of  2 d  ;  and  upon  all-  above  aid.,  a 
duty  of  4d.  He  dated  the  peculiar, 
advantages  of  this  tax. .to  be,  that?  it 
would  fall  lightly  and  generally';  and 
he  believed  that  he  would  not  be  mif« 
taken,  if  he  fhould  make  its.’  pro¬ 
duce  to  amount  to  250,000!.  '  > 

By  a  duty  on  probates  of -wills 
and  on  legacies,  he  propofed  to  raife 
40,000!.  By  a  duty  upon  bonds, 
warrants,  law  procefles,  and  admif- 
fions  to  inns  of  court,  he  conceived 
that  there  might  be  railed  the  fum 
of  6o,oool...  By  a  final  1  additional 
tax  on  coaches  and  diligences,  he 
thought  that  a  revenue  mioht  ac- 
crue  of  2  5 0 0 1 .  From  a  duty  on 
contradts  and  inventories,  he  ex¬ 
pedited  the  fum  of  io,oooh  From 
a  tax  on  turnpike  road  and  inclo- 
fure  bills,  an  annual  produce  might 
be  received  to  the  amount  of 
2O,O0Ol. 

He  then  pointed  to  quack  medi¬ 
cines,  as  a  proper  fubjedt  of  taxation. 
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It  was  right  that  the  public  fliould 
derive  feme  compenfation  lor  the 
injury  which  they  buffered  from 
pretenders  to  a  (kill  in  the  medical 
art.  He  therefore  propofed  to  de¬ 
rive  from  quacks,  and  their  medi¬ 
cines,  the  revenue  of  1 5,co  1.  An 
univerfal  regifcer  of  all  carriages  was 
alfo  fuggeftcd  by  him.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  regulation,  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  all  carriages  not  liable 
at  prefent  to  any  duty,  fhould  be  re- 
giflered,  and  fubjedfed  to  a  duty  of 
is,  per  wheel  per  year.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  this  taxation  would  not 
be  heavy,  as  it  would  be  no  more 
than  2s.  a  year  for  a  cart,  and  4s. 
for  a  waggon.  It  would  yet  pro¬ 
duce  annually  25,000!.  I11  the  laft 

place,  he  propofed  a  regifler  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  ;  and 
the  amount  of  this  regulation  he 
Hated  at  the  fum  of  15,000!.  Of 
thefe  different  taxations  he  confider- 
ed,  that  the  produce  would  be  fully 
fufficient  to  extinguifh  the  interelf 
of  the  late  loan  of  twelve  millions. 
Collecting  together  the  fenfe  and 
meaning  of  thefe  taxes,  he  threw 
them  into  a  feries  of  refolutions, 
which  he  moved*  and  which  were 
to  the  following  purpofe. 

<l  That  the  damp -duties  now 
charged  upon  every  piece  of  vellum 
or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  inland  bill 
of  exchange,  promiffory  note,  or 
other  note  payable,  otherwife  than 
upon  demand,  do  ceafe,  determine, 
and  be  no  longer  paid  or  payable. 

“  That  a  damp  duty  of  fix-pence 
be  laid  upon  every  piece  of  vellum 
or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  foreign  or 
inland  bill  of  exchange,  promiffory 
note,  or  other  note,  fhall  be  in* 
groffed,  written,  or  printed,  where 
the  fum  expreffed  therein,  or  made 
payable  thereby,  dial!  not  amount 
fa  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds. 


44  That  a  damp-duty  of  one  /hil¬ 
ling  be  laid  upon  every  piece  of  vel¬ 
lum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece 
of  paper,  upon  which  any  bill  of 
exchange,  promiffory  note,  or  other 
note,  fhall  be  ingroffed,  written,  or 
printed,  where  the  fum  expreffed 
therein,  or  made  payable  thereby,, 
fhall  amount  to  the  fum  of  fifty 
pounds  or  upwards. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  {ap¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  maieffy,  a  (lamp- 
duty  of  two  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  piece  of  vellum  or  parch¬ 
ment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  paper, 
upon  which  any  receipt,  or  other 
difcharge,  given  upon  the  payment 
of  money  amounting  to  two  pounds, 
and  not  amounting  to  the  fum  of 
twenty  pounds,  fhall  be  ingroffed, 
written,  or  printed,  every  fuch  re¬ 
ceipt  \to  be  charged  with  the  faid 
duty. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  maieffy,  an  additional 
ffamp-duty  of  four-pence  be  charged 
upon  any  piece  of  vellum  or  parch¬ 
ment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  paper, 
upon  which  any  receipt,  or  other 
difcharge,  given  upon  the  payment 
of  money  amounting  to  the  fum  of 
twenty  pounds  and  upwards,  fhall 
be  ingroffed,  written,  or  printed, 
every  fuch  receipt  to  be  charged 
with  the  faid  dutv. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  an  additional 
ffamp-duty  of  two  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  be  laid  upon  every  fkin  or 
piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or 
fheet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which 
fhall  be  ingroffed,  written,  or  print¬ 
ed,  any  receipt,  or  other  difcharge, 
for  any  legacy  left  by  any  will,  or 
other  teffamentary  inffrument,  or  for 
any  fhare  or  part  of  a  perfonal  effate 
divided  by  force  of  the  ftatute 
of  diftributions,  or  the  ctiftom  of 
any  province  or  place,  the  amount 
whereof  fhall  not  exceed  the  value 
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of  twenty  pounds  ;  and  where  the 
amount  (hall  exceed  the  value  of 
twenty  pounds,  and  not  mount  to 
one  hundred  pounds,  an  additional 
(lamp-duty  of  five  (hillings.;  and 
where  the  amount  thereof  finall  be 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
an  additional  (lamp  duty  of  twenty 
(hillings ;  and  a  like  additional 
(lamp-duty  be  charged  upon  every 
further  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
fo  left  by  any  will,  or  other  tefta- 
mentarv  inftrument,  or  for  any  (hare 
or  part  of  a  perfonal  eftate  divided 
by  force  of  the  ftatute  of  diftribu- 
tions,  or  the  cuftom  of  any  province 
or  place. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefty,  an  addi¬ 
tional  (lamp-duty  of  twenty  (hillings 
be  laid  upon  every  (kin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  (beet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  (hall  be 
ingrofied,  written,  or  printed,  any 
probate  of  a  will,  or  letters  of  ad- 
miniflration  for  any  eftate,  of  or  a- 
bove  the  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds ;  and  a  further  additional 
duty  of  twenty  (hillings  where  the 
eftate  is  of  or  above  the  value  of 
three  hundred  pounds  ;  and  a  fur¬ 
ther  additional  duty  of  twenty  (hil¬ 
lings  where  the  eftate  is  of  or  above 
the  value  of  fix  hundred  pounds  ; 
and  a  further  additional  duty  of 
twenty  (hillings  where  the  eftate  is 
ot  or  above  the  value  of  one  thou- 
fand  pounds. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  (up- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefty,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  (lamp-duty  of  one  (hilling 
be  laid  upon  every  (kin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieer  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  (hall  be 
ingrofied,  written,  or  printed,  in 
Great  Britain,  any  indenture,  leafe, 
or  other  deed,  for  which  a  (lamp- 
duty  of  one  (hilling  and  fix  pence  is 
payable,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  made 
in  the  fevente^nth  year  of  the  reign 


to  i 

of  his  prefen t  majefty,  (except  bonds 
given  as  fecurity  for  the  payment  of 
any  fum  or  firms  of  money.) 

u  That  towards  railing  the fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  an  additional 
(lamp-duty  of  five  (hillings  be  laid 
upon  every  (kin  or  piece  of  vellum  or 
parchment,  or  (heet  or  piece  of  pa# 
per,  upon  which  any  bond  (hall  be 
ingrofied,  written,  or  printed,  given 
as  fecurity  tor  any  fum  of  money, 
the  amount  whereof  (hall  exceed  one 
hundred  pounds  ;  and  an  additional 
(lamp-duty  of  ten  (hillings,  where 
the  amount  thereof  (hall  be  of  the 
value  of  five  hundred  pounds  or 
upwards, 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majefty,  an  addi¬ 
tional  (lamp  duty  of  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  piece  of  vellum 
or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  (hall  be  ingfoff- 
ed,  or  written,  any  original  writ 
(except  fuch  original  upon  which 
a  writ  of  capias  iflues)  fubpoena, 
bill  of  Middlefex,  latitat,  writ  of 
capias,  quo  minus,  writ  of  dedimus 
poteftatem,  to  take  anfwers,  exa¬ 
mine  witnefies,  or  appoint  guar¬ 
dians,  or  any  other  writ  whatsoever, 
or  any  other  procefs  or  mandate  that 
(hall  ifTue  out,  or  pafs  the  feals  of 
any  of  the  courts  at  Weftminfter, 
courts  of  the  great  feflions  in  Wales, 
courts  in  the  counties  palatine,  or 
any  other  court  what  foe  ver,  holding 
plea,  where  the  debt  or  damage  doth 
amount  to  forty  (hillings  or  above,  or 
the  thing  in  demand  is  pf  that  value 
(writs  of  covenant  for  levying  fines, 
writs  of  entry  for  fullering  common 
recoveries,  and  writs  of  habeas  cor¬ 
pus,  always  excepted.) 

“  That  towards  railing  the  fup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majefty,  at*  ad¬ 
ditional  (larhp-duty  of  forty  (hillings 
be  laid  upon  every  (kin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  (beet  pr 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  (hall  be 
G  3  ingrofied 
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ingroffed,  written,  or  printed,  any 
difpenfations'to  bold  two  eccleliafli- 
cal  dignities  or  benefices,  or  both  a 
dignity  and  a  benefice,  /or  any  other 
difpenfation  or  faculty  from  the  lord 
archbifnop  of  Canterbury,-  or  the 
mailer,  of  the  faculties  for  the  time 
being,  .  .  , 

44  That  towards-  railing  the -fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  m  a  jelly,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  fiamp-duty  of  forty  (hillings 
be  laid  upon  every,  (kin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  fhall.be 
ingroffed,  written,  or  printed,  any 
admiffion  into  any  of  the  four  inns 
of  court. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  ifamp-duty  of  four  pounds 
be  laid  upon  every  fkin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  (hall  be 
ingroffed,  written,  or  printed,  any 
regiffer,  entry,  teflimonial,  or  cer¬ 
tificate,  of  the  degree  of  utter  . ba¬ 
nder,  taken  in  any  of  the  faid  four 
inns  of  court. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefly,  an  additional 
ffamp-duty  of  forty  (hillings  be  laid 
upon  every  fkin  or  piece  of  vellum  or 
parchment,  or  Greet  or  piece  of  paper, 
upon  which  fhall  be  ingroffed,  writ¬ 
ten,  or  printed,'  any  grantor  letters 
patent  under  the  great  leal  of  Great 
Britain,  or  the  feal  of  the  dutch y  or 
county  palatjne  of  Lancafler,  of  any 
i  honour,  dignity,  promotion,  fran- 
;  chife,  liberty,  or  privilege,  to  any 
perfon  or.perfons,  body  politic  or 
Corporate,  or  exemplification  of  the 
fame  (commillions  of  rebellion  in 
procefs  always  excepted.) 

4‘  That  towards  railing  the  fup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  tnajefty,  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp-duty  of  forty  (hillings 
be  laid  upon  every  fkin  or.  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,,  upon  which  fliail  be 


ingroffed,  written,  or  printed,  any 
admittance,  or  inflrument  for  ad¬ 
mitting  of  any  fellow  of  the  college 
of  phyficians,  or  of  any  attorney, 
clerk,  advocate,  profiler,  notary,  or 
other  officer  or  officers,  in  any  court 
what  foe  ver  in  Great  Britain,  (not 
being  an  annual  officer  in  any  cor¬ 
poration  or  interior  court,  whofe  of¬ 
fice  is  under  the  value  of  ten  pounds 
per  annum  in  falary,  fees,  or  other 
perqui  fries.) 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fu p- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  an  addi¬ 
tional  ffamp-duty  of  four-pence  be 
laid  upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or 
parchment,  or  {beet  or  piece  of  pa? 
per,  upon  which  fhall  be  Ingroffed, 
written,  or  printed,  any  note  or  bill 
of  lading,  which  fhall  be  figned  for 
any  goods  or  merchandizes  to  be  ex-? 
ported. 

.  44  That  towards  railing  the  fup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  an  addff 
tional  ffamp-duty  of  eight  pence  be 
laid  upon  every  fkin  or  piece  of  veff 
I  urn,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  paper,  up¬ 
on  which  fhall  be  ingroffed,  written, 
or  printed,  any  certificate  or  deben¬ 
ture  for  drawing  back  any  cuffcms 
or  duties,  or  any  part  of  any  cuff 
toms  or  duties,  lor  or  in  refpefil  of 
the  re-fhipping  or  exporting  of  any 
goods  or  merchandize  which  fhall  be 
exported,  or  fhipped  to  be  exported 
from  Great  Britain  for  any  parts  be? 
yond  the  leas, 

“  That  towards  railing  the  fnp? 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly  an  addi¬ 
tional  ffamp-duty  of  one  (hilling  be 
laid  upon  every  fkin  or  piece  of  vel¬ 
lum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece 
of  paper,,  upon  which  fhall  be  in¬ 
groffed,  -  or  written,  any  citation  of 
monition  made  in  any  ecclefiaffical 
court,  or  any  libel  or  allegation, 
dep.ofition,  anfwer,  fentence,  or  final 
decree,  or  any  inventory  exhibited 
:  in  any  ecclefiaffical  court,  the  courts 
of  admiralty,  or  Cinque  Forts,  qr 
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thereupon  any  copies  of  them  re- 
fpedtively  fhall  be  ingroded,  or  upon 
which  fliall  be  ingroded  or  written 
any  proted,  or  any  other  notorial 
act  whatfoever. 

u  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  addi¬ 
tional  -damp-duty  ot  two  {hillings 
and  fix  p'  nee  be  laid  upon  every 
fkin  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or 
flieet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which 
fhall  be  ingroded  or  written  any 
conveyance,  furrender  of  grants  or 
offices,  teleafe  or  other  deed  what¬ 
foever,  which  fhall  be  enrolled  of 
record  in  any  of  the  courts  of  Well- 
minder,  or  in  any  other  court  ot 
record  whatfoever,  or  by  any  cuilos 
rotulorum,  or  clerk  of  the  peace. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  damp-duty  of  five  (hil¬ 
lings  be  laid  upon  every  fkin  or 
piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or 
flieet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which 
fliall  be  ingroded  or  written  any- 
writ  of  covenant  for  levying  fines, 
any  writ  of  entry  tor  {'uttering  a 
common  recovery,  and  any  exem¬ 
plification  of  what  nature  foever  that 
fhall  pafs  the  leal  of  any  court  what¬ 
foever. 

4 •  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  damp-duty  of  five  (hillings 
be  laid  upon  every  (k;n  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieet  or 
piece  of  paper,  u.p  n  which  fliall 
be  ingroded  or  written  any  beneficial 
warrant  or  order  under  the  ligri  ma- 
nual  of  his  majedy,  his  heirs,  or 
fuccedors  (except  warrants  or  orders 
for  the  forvice  of  the  navy,  army, 
and  ordnance.) 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp-duty  ot  two  (hillings, 
and  three  pence,  be  laid  upon  eve¬ 
ry  flap  or  piece  of -vellum  or  parch- 
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meat,  or  deer  or  piece  of  paper,, 
upon  which  (hall  be  ingroded  or, 
written  any  transfer  of  dock  in  any 
company,  fociety,,  or  corporation 
within  Great  Britain. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
plv  granted  to  his  majedy  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp  duty  of  two  (hillings 
and  fix  pence  be  laid  upon  every  fkin 
or  piece  oi  vellum  or  parchment,  or 
flieet  or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which 
fliall  be  ingroded,  written  or  prints 
ed,  any  copy  of  any  furrender  of, 
and  admittance  to  any  cuAoin 
right  or  tenant  right  edate,  not  be¬ 
ing  copyhold,  which  fhall  pafs  by 
furrender  and  admittance,  or  by  ad¬ 
mittance  only,  and  which  fhall  .  not, 
pafs  by  deed,  within  thofe  parts 
of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed. 

44  That  towards  railing,  the  fup= 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp-duty  of  two  (hillings 
and  fix  pence  be  laid  upon  every 
fkin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parch- , 
ment,  or  flieet  or  piece  of  paper 
upon  which  fliall  be  ingroded,  writ¬ 
ten  or  printed,  any  furrender  of, 
or  admittance  to,  any  copyhold, 
hand  or  tenement,  within  thofe 
parts  of  Great  Britain,  called  Eng- 
lahd,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Ber-. 
wick  upon  Tweed  ;  0|  any  grant 
or  leafe  by  copy  of  court-roll,  or 
any  other  copy  of  the  court-roll  of. 
any  honour  or  manor  within  the 
laid  parts  of  Great  Britain,  (other, 
than  and  except  the  original  fur¬ 
render  to  the  ufe  of  a  will,  and  the 
court-roll,  or  books  wherein  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  are  en¬ 
tered  or  inroiled.) 

44  That  towards  railing  the.  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp-duty  of  fix  pence  be 
laid  upon  every  .fkin  or  piece  of  vel¬ 
lum  or  parchment,  or  flieet  or  piece 
Q  f  •  '  of 
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of  paper,  upon  which  {hall  be  in- 
grolfed  or  written  any  bill,  anfwer, 
replication,  rejoinder,  demurrer,  in¬ 
terrogatories,  depositions  taken  by 
commiffion,  or  any  other  pleadings 
whatfoever,  in  the  courts  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  Exchequer,  Dutchy  Court, 
and  County  Palatine  courts,  or 
Other  courts  or  equity. 

That  towards  railing  the  Sup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp- duty  of  two  Shillings 
be  laid  upon  every  Ikin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  Sheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  Shall  be 
ingroSTed  or  written  any  admiffion 
into  any  corporation  or  company, 
or  any  matriculation  in  either  of  the 
two  univer{it!es, 

“  That  towards  railing  the  Slip- 
.ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  damp-duty  of  one  Shilling 
be  laid  upon  every  Skin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  Sheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  Shall  be 
ingroSTed  or  written  any  principal 
or  original  indrument  of  Surrender 
or  resignation,  Service  or  cognition 
of  heirs,  charter  or  falfine  of  any 
boufes,  lands,  tenements  or  here¬ 
ditaments,  holding  burgage  or  bur¬ 
gage  tenure  in  Scotland. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fun- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  addi¬ 
tional  damp-duty  of  one  dulling 
be  laid  upon  every  Skin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  Sheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  Shall 
be  ingroSTed  or  written  any  principal 
or  original  faifine  taken  or  follow¬ 
ing  upon  any  mortgage,  wadfet, 
heretable  bond,  alienation  or  dispo¬ 
sition  ;  or  upon  any  charter,  precept 
of  clave  conjlat,  retours,  apprizings, 
or  adjudications  of  lands  or  tene¬ 
ments,  bolding  of  any  fubjedl  as 
aforefaid  in  Scotland. 

“  That  towards  railing  the  Sup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  ad¬ 


ditional  damp-duty  of  one  Shil¬ 
ling  be  laid  upon  every  Skin  or 
piece  of  vellum  or  parchment?  or 
Sheet  or  piece  of  paper  upon  Which 
diall  be  ingroSTed  or  written  any 
principal  or  original  retours  of  any 
Service  of  heirs,  or  any  precept  of 
clave  conftat  of  lands  or  tenements, 
holding  of  any  Subject  as  aforefaid 
in  Scotland. 

“  That  towards  railing  the  Sup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  damp-duty  of  one  Shilling 
be  laid  upon  every  Skin  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  Shall  be  in¬ 
groSTed  or  written  any  charter, 
or  resignation,  confirmation,  novo- 
damus,  or  charter  upon  apprising, 
or  adjudication  made  or  granted  by 
fuch  Superior  or  others  as  aforefaid, 
in  Scotland. 

“  That  towards  railing  the  dap- 
ply  granted  to  his  majedy,  an  ad¬ 
ditional  damp-duty  of  one  Shilling 
be  laid  upon  every  Skin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  Sheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  Shall  be 
ingroSTed  or  written  any  principal  or 
original  indrument  of  Surrender  or 
resignation  of  any  melTuages,  houfes, 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
tithes  mills,  ft  filings,  and  other  he¬ 
retable  rights,  or  any  of  them  to  be 
made  to  any  of  his  majedy’s  Sub¬ 
jects  who  are  or  Shall  be  the  fupe- 
riors  thereof,  or  to  any  city,  town, 
burgh,  or  Corporation,  or  to  any 
magidrates  or  others  who  have  powd¬ 
er  to  receive  fuch  Surrenders  or  re® 
fignations  in  Scotland. 

“  That  towards  railing  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  majedy,  a  damp-duty 
of  fix  Shillings  be  laid  upon  every 
Skin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parch¬ 
ment,  or  Sheet  or  piece  of  paper, 
upon  which  any  agreement  Shall  be 
engrofied,  written,  or  printed,  whe¬ 
ther  the  fame  Shall  be  only  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  co Israel,  or  obliga¬ 
tory 
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tory  upon  the  parties,  from  its  being 
a  written  in  liniment. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  a  flamp- 
dufy  of  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence 
be  laul  upon  any  fkin  or  piece  of 
vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  fliall 
be-  ingrafted  or  written  any  in¬ 
ventory  or  catalogue,  of  any  fur¬ 
niture,  goods  or  effefts,  made  with 
a  reference  to  any  agreement,  or 
for  ne  fecurity  of  any  perfon,  ex¬ 
cept  inventories  produceable  in  ec- 
eiefiailical  courts. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majelly,  there 
be  charged  a  flamp-duty  of  five 
(hillings  upon  every  (kin  or  piece 
of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet 
or  piece  ot  paper,  upon  which  fhali 
be  ingrolfed,  written  or  printed, 
any  award. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  every 
four  wheeled  ehaife  or  other  ma¬ 
chine,  commonly  called  a  diligence 
or  poll  coach,  and  every  coach, 
berlin,  landau,  chariot,  calafh  with 
four  wheels,  ehaife  marine,  ehaife 
with  four  wheels,  or  other  machine 
by  what  name  foever  the  fame  now 
is  or  hereafter  fhali  be  called,  or 
known  to  be  employed  as  public  llage 
coaches,  or  carriages  for  the  pur- 
■  pole  of  conveying  palfengers  for 
hire  to  and  from  one  place  to  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  fliall  be  charged  with  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty  ol  one  half-penny  for 
every  mile  fuch  carriage,  fhali  tra¬ 
vel,  to  be  paid  by  the  owners 
thereof.  ' 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
piy  granted  to  his  majefly,  allamp- 
duty  of  three  pence  be  charged  up¬ 
on  the  entry  of  any  burial,  mar¬ 
riage,  birth,  or  chritlening,  in  any 
parifh  regifler  in  Great  Britain, 


“  That  the  feveral  claufes  con¬ 
tained  in  all  or  any  of  the  adds  or 
a  <51,  of  parliament,  palled  before  the 
fifth  day  of  December,  1782,  by 
which  any  mortgage,  alignment, 
transfer,  or  other  fecurity  for  bor¬ 
rowing  money,  or  any  nomination, 
contract,  bond,  warrant,  judgment, 
or  other  writing  whatfoever,  under 
the  hand  and  feal,  or  hands  and  feals 
of,  or  only  figned  by  any  truflee 
or  tru flees  for  putting  all  or  any 
l'uch  acts  in  execution,  or  by  any 
j u Itice  or  juflices  of  the  peace,  or 
exhibited  before  them,,  or  any  of 
them,  relating  to  the  execution  of 
fuch  ad?ts,  refpedlively,  are  exempt¬ 
ed  from  flamp-duties  (except  fo 
much  of  fuch  claufes  as  relate  to 
any  inflruments,  documents,  and 
other  writings  whatfoever  concern¬ 
ing  the  public  revenue  or  pub¬ 
lic  funds,  which  at  prefent  are  not  li¬ 
able  to  the  payment  of  flamp-duties) 
be  repealed. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  all  per- 
fons  (except  fuch  perfons  who  have 
ferv-ed  a  regular  apprenticefhip  to 
any  lurgeon,  apothecary,  druggifl, 
or  chymifl)  uttering  or  vending 
medicines  in  Great  Britain,  be 
obliged  to  take  out  a  licence  annu¬ 
ally,  for  that  purpofe. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  a  flamp- 
duty  of  twenty  (hillings  be  charged 
upon  every  fuch  licence. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefly,  a  flamp- 
duty  of  three  pence  be  charged  up¬ 
on  every  box,  packet,  bottle,  or 
phial  of  medicines  under  the  value 
of  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence, 
which  fliall  be  uttered,  vended,  or 
fold  by  perfons  taking  out  fuch  li¬ 
cences,  or  bvany  perfon  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  his  majefly ’s  letters  patent. 
14  That  towards  railing  the  fup- 
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ply  granted  to  his  majefty,  a  {lamp- 
duty  ot  fix  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  box,  packet,  bottle,  or  phial 
of  medicines  of  the  value  of  two 
{hillings  and  fix  pence,  and  under 
the  value  of  five  {hillings,  which 
{hall  be  uttered,  vended  or  fold  by 
performs  taking  out  fuch  licences,  or. 
by  any  perfon  under  the  authority 
of  his  raajefty’s  letters  patent. 

44  That  towards  railing  the  fup¬ 
ply  granted  to  his  majefty,  a  fi amp- 
duty  of  one  failing  be  charged  upon 
every  box,  packet,  bottle,  or  phial 
of  medicines  of  the  value  ol  five 
{hillings  and  upwards,  which  fiiall 
be  uttered,  vended  or  fold  by  per- 
fions  taking  out  fuch  licences,  or  by 
any  perfon  under  the  authority  of 
his  tnajefiy’s  letters  patent. 

44  1  hat  towards  railing  the  fup¬ 
ply  granted  to  bis  majefty,  every 
perfon  who  fhall  keep  any  waggon, 
wain,  cart  or  other  carriage  with 
three  or  four  wheels  (except  fuch 
carriages  as  are  now  charged  with 
any  duty  under  the  management  of 
the  commilfioners  of  excife)  fiiall 
yield  and  pay  annually  the  fum  of 
four  {hillings  for  a  licence  for  that 
purpofe. 

“  That  towards  raifirig  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  majefty ,  every 
perfon  who  fiiall  keep  any  cart  or 
other  carriage  with  two  wheels  (ex¬ 
cept  fuch  carriages  as  are  now 
charged  with  any  duty  under  the 
management  ot  the  commilfioners  of 
excife),  fhall  yield  and  pay  annually 
the  fum  of  two  (hillings  for  a  li¬ 
cence  for  that  purpofe.” 

Lord  Mahon  found  it  difficult  to 
follow  lord  John  Cavendifh  on  a 
fubject  that  embraced  fo  many  ob- 
jedfs  of  great  conlideration  and  pub¬ 
lic  weight.  He  therefore  avoided 

O'  .  # 

the  talk.  But  after  exclaim  trig  a- 
gainft  the  prefen f  fyftem  of  taxa¬ 
tion,  and  the  ruinous  method  in 


which  it  had  been  conduced  for 
fome  years,  he  alked,  if  it  w'as  the 
intention  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  to  bring  forward,  during  the 
current  feifion,  any  propolition  for 
making  good  the  deficiencies  of  the 
feveral  taxes  propofed  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war  by  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribband  ? 

Lord  John  Pavendilh  thought  it 
improper  to  provide  ways  and  means 
to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  the  wrar 
taxes  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
feifion.  The  di  ft  refs  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  occafioned  by  tempefis  and  a 
failing  harveft,  and  the  heavy  bur¬ 
thens  which  weighed  down  the  peo¬ 
ple,  induced  him  to  believe  that  it 
was  right  to  delay  that  bu finds.  He 
had  alfo  to  obferve,  that  the  taxes 
in  queftion  were  every  day  growing 
in  their  produce  and  this  agreeable 
and  interetling  circumftance  he  il- 
lufirated  from  written  documents 
and  vouchers. 

Lord  Mahon  remarked,  that  he 
had  certain  propositions  to  Irate, 
with  a  view  to  increafe  the  revenue. 
It  was  his  opinion,  that  an  expedi¬ 
ent  might  be  fuggefied,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  national  debt 
might  be  paid  off.  In  order  to  ac- 
complifti  this  purpofe,  he  meant  not 
to  opprefs  the  people  of  England 
with  new  taxes,  but  to  abolifti  and 
take  away  iorne  of  the  taxes  under 
which  they  were  now  fullering.  He 
affirmed,  that  lord  North,  by  his 
zeal  to  fupply  the  demands  of  the 
expensive  and  calamitous  war  which 
he  had  occafioned,  had  ignorantly 
and  cruelly  impoftid  taxes  in  fuch  a 
way,  as  that  they  deftroyed  the  an¬ 
cient  revenue  of  the  kingdom.  He 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  brandy,  wine,  made  wine, 
and  Britifh  fpirits,  produced  upon 
an  average,  for  feveral  years  before 
the  faff  new  (duties  were  impofed 
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upon  them,  tlie  fum  of  i-, 300,000]. 
Since  the  impofitipn,  however,  of 
the  new  duties,  .there  had  been  a 
defalcation  nearly  to  the  amount  of 
400,000!.  In  the  articles  or  ton¬ 
nage  and  poundage,  which  took 
place  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  the 
new  taxes  had  produced  a  failure 
nearly  to  the  extent  of  300,000!. 
To  abolifh,  therefore,  the  new. 
taxes,  would  greatly  increafe  the  re¬ 
venue  of  the  nation.  ' 

He  infilled,  that  taxes  on  cuftoms 
were  deitrudlive,  as  they  afforded  an 
alluring  encouragement  to  fmug- 
glers.  High  duties  upon  any  com¬ 
modity  were  an  invariable  fpur  to 
fraudulent  adventurers.  For  in,  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  duty  was  incrcafed, 
the  profit  of  the  fmuggler  was  aug¬ 
mented.  It  was  obvious,  of  con- 
fequence,  that  the  duties  fhould  be 
as  low  as  poilible  ;  becaufe  to-  add  to 
the  duty  was  to  detract  from; the 
revenue.  A  friend. of  his  had  lately 
met  with  an  Englifhman  in  a Tea- 
port  of  France,  who  -had  accumu¬ 
lated  rapidly  an  immenfe  fortune  by 
fmuggling.  The  man  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  open  and  communicative,  and 
acknowledged  unrefervedly  the  myf- 
tery  of  his  ptofeffion.  He  faid,  that 
“  lord  North  was  a  real  friend  to  the 
Smugglers j  as  he  had  rendered  their 
profeffion  a  matter  of  l'mall  rifque 
and  great  profit,  by  his  mode  of  tax¬ 
ation.  By  the  impofkion  of  heavy 
duties,  the  fmuggling  trade  had 
grown  fo  very  beneficial,  that  it  was 
a  bufinefs  fit  for  a  gentleman.”  He 
now  adverted  to  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  loan  on  a  five  /per  cent, 
fund,  and  one  on  a  three  per  cent, 
and  maintained  the  infinite  fup.e- 
tioritv  of  the  former  over  the  latter* 
Mr.  Fox  diverted  him  fell  with 
the  notions  of  lord  Mahon,  and  ex¬ 
ploded  in  particular  his  wonder  at 
the  maxim,  that  to  increafe  the  re¬ 


venue  it  was  proper  to  lefTen  and 
abolifh  the  taxes.  Thefe  were  myf- 
teries  into  which  he  was  not  ini¬ 
tiated.  As  a  plain  man,  he  had 
always  believed,  fhat  a  country  wag 
able,  in  proportion  to  its  income,  to 
provide  for  the  difeharge  of  its 
debts;  and  it  was  beyond  all  con¬ 
ception  of  his,  that  it  could  improve 
in  wealth  by  leffening  its  income. 

.  He  allowed,  that  lord  North  had 
been  a  friend  to  fmuggiers  ;  but  the 
neceffity  of  railing  the  duties,  during 
a  long  and  ruinous  war,  fpoke  fuf- 
ficiently  his  apology.  During  a  war, 
every  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
would  find  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  lit  el¬ 
ation  .  If  there  were  no  duties, 
there  would  be  no  fmuggling.  If 
the  duties  were  final!,  the  bufinefs 
of  1  he  fmuggler  would  decreafe  ;  and 
no  pofition  could  be  more  certain,' 
th'4n  that  large  duties  increafed  in¬ 
fallibly  his  profit.  But  topics  of 
that  fort  had  no  connexion  with  the 
refolutions  under  debate.  They 
might  be  agitated  with  propriety  at 
fome  future  period.  At  prefen t, 
however,  they  could  not  be  prefied 
without  peevifhnefs  or  abfurdity. 

The  idea  that  the  taking  off  any 
taxes  already  laid  on  would  advance 
the  revenue,  was  involved  in  doubt 
and  uncertainty.  Inftead  of  advan¬ 
tage,  it  might  lead  to  themoftfurede- 
ftrudtion.  It  was  not  an  experiment 
to  be  tried  haftily,  and  without  ma- 
tureinquiry,  Theaffertion  was  naked, 
bizarre,  and  imfupported.  It  was 
thrown  out  unfeafonably,  for  the 
bufinefs  did  not  call  for  it ;  and  the 
circulation  of  ipeculative  dodtrines 
of  this  fort  could  only  tend,  atpre- 
fent,  to  folder  popular  clamour  and 
difeontenr.  There  was  even  fome- 
thing  criminal  in  hinting  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  that  they  were  taxed  unnecef- 
farily.  It  ferved  to  irritate  them 
againif  government.  It  was  an  adf 
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of  deceit ;  and  raifed  expectations 
which  were  unfubffantial.  No  ad¬ 
vantage  could  refult  from  it ;  and 
its  mifchievous  confequences  were 
numerous,  and  might  be  fatal. 

He  declared  himfelf  a  friend  to 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt ; 
and  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  we 
had  the  power  to  aCt  efficaeioufly  to¬ 
wards  its  reduction.  The  grounds 
upon  which  he  entertained  thefe 
fentiments,  he  held  to  be  highly 
teafonable  ;  and  they  were  a  fource 
to  him  of  the  greateft  fatisraCtion. 
If  his  fentiments  had  been  different, 
he  muff  have  dreaded  the  approach¬ 
ing  fall  of  his  country,  and  have 
been  filled  with  the  confideration, 
that  its  refources  were  running 
hafiily  to  extinction. 

Mr.  Pitt  accufed  Mr.  Fox  of  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  fiimfy  and  flippant 
ynifreprefentation.  It  was  not  true 
that  lord  Mahon  had  affirmed  that 
to  increafe  the  revenue  it  would  be 
right  to  abolifh  the  taxes.  A  gene¬ 
ral  propofition  of  this  kind  might  be 
ridiculous  ;  but  he  had  not  expofed 
himfelf  to  that  ridicule.  His  no¬ 
tion  was  neither  loofe  nor  frivolous. 
He  thought  that  feme  old  taxes 
might  be  recovered  to  their  full  ex¬ 
tent,  by  taking  away  later  taxes 
Which  had  infringed  upon  them. 
Did  it  argue  a  want  of  wifdom,  that 
taxes  impoliticly  laid  on,  fhould  be 
taken  away  ?  The  taxes  propofed  by 
lord  North  had  been  fo  ill  founded, 
that  in  general  they  had  defeated 
their  objeCt ;  and  it  feemed  that  a 
refolution  had  been  taken  to  imitate 
his  indiferetion. 

He  argued,  that  a  loan  could  be 
raifed  with  greater  advantage  on  a 
five,  than  a  three  per  cent,  fund  ; 
and  took  notice  of  Mr.  Fox’s  de¬ 
claration,  that  the  fyflem  of  finance 
by  lord  Mahon  was  a  myffery  into 
which  he  was  not  initiated.  He  ob- 


ferved,  that  there  was  indeed  & 
myffery  in  the  fyflem  of  his  noble 
friend.  This  myffery  was  that  of 
compound  intereff,  to  which  he  was 
forry  that  Mr.  Fox  was  fo  com¬ 
pletely  a  ffranger.  He  then  repro¬ 
bated  the  inhumanity  of  denying  to 
the  people  of  England  any  inquiry 
into  the  taxes,  with  a  view  to  take 
off  thole  of  them  of  which  the  con¬ 
tinuance  was  burdenfome  and  per¬ 
nicious. 

Mr.  Fox  returned  to  Mr.  Pitt  the 
charge  of  mifreprefentation  ;  and  a- 
verred,  that  he  was  by  no  means  an 
enemy  to  inquire  into  the  ways  and 
means  which  were  moft  expedient 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt.  He  was  averfe  from  no  mea- 
fure  that  could  promote  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  people.  But  he  thought 
that  the  preffing  bufinefs  of  the  pre- 
fent  hour  fhould  not  be  obftruCted 
or  delayed  by  inquiries  'which  were 
altogether  foreign  from  it. 

As  to  a  loan  at  five  per  cent,  or  at 
three  per  cent,  it  was  a  matter  that 
could  hardly  be  perplexing  to  a 
fehoolboy  ;  and  there  was  a  childifh 
petulance  in  the  alluiion  which  had 
been  made  to  his  ignorance  of  it. 
A  very  fuperficial  knowledge  of  fi¬ 
gures  was  fuflkient  to  demonftrate, 
that  a  loan,  if  it  could  be  obtained 
at  five  per  cent,  would  no  more  be¬ 
nefit  this  kingdom,  than  a  loan  at 
three  or  lour  per  cent,  with  the  ufuai 
douceurs.  And  with  regard  to  the 
deficiencies,  it  was  pretty  clear  that 
they  would  grow  lefs  and  lefs  every 
year. 

He  animadverted  on  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  the  late  adminiff ration, 
with  regard  to  the  taxes.  They  had 
not  even  left  behind  them  the  leaft 
trace  of  any  invention  for  a  loan. 
Their  fterility  was  palpable  ;  and 
they  were  as  incapable  of  generation 
as  it  was  poffibie  for  barrennefs  to. 
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be.  But  perhaps  it  might  be  faid, 
that  the  peace  had  occupied  all  their 
faculties  fo  completely,  that  they 
had  not  any  attention  to  bellow  on 
other  topics.  They  could  promile 
a  great  deal ;  but  they  performed 
little. 

Lord  North  fupported  the  refo- 
iutions ;  and  having  obferved,  that 
no  argument  had  been  offered  againft 
them,  inferred  from  this  circum- 
flance  that  they  were  highly  proper 
and  falutary.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
charge  of  ignorance  which  had  been 
applied  to  him  by  lord  Mahon,  it 
did  not  affeft  or  difquiet  him  in  the 
fmalleft  degree.  His  cenfurer  con¬ 
ceited  himfelf  to  be  a  great  man ; 
and  yet  he  was  without  experience. 
It  might,  therefore,  be  conjectured, 
that  when  he  acquired  it,  he  would 
be  the  wonder  of  the  world. 

The  notions  entertained  about  a 
five  per  cent,  fund  were  erroneous. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  borrow  upon 
fuch  a  fund,  but  had  been  unable  to 
contract  any  beneficial  bargain.  It 
was  an  error  to  fuppofe  that  the 
money-lenders  would  lend  at  par. 
It  was  alfo  an  error  to  fuppofe  that 
the  live  per  cents,  niight  be  the 
fooneft  redeemed.  For  perfons  lend¬ 
ing  on  this  fund  Hi pu late  invariably 
the  condition,  that  the  annuity 
fhould  be  irredeemable  for  fifteen 
years.  The  public  being  thus 
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obliged  to  pay  the  annuity  for  fo 
great  a  number  of  years,  it  would 
incur  a  greater  lofs  by  this  plan, 
than  by  borrowing  on  a  three  per 
cent.  fund.  His  information  had 
come  to  him  in  the  courfe  of  aCtual 
bulinefs,  and  might  be  depended 
upon.  As  to  theoretical  ideas,  they 
might  appear  very  beautiful,  and 
found  well  in  a  debate  ;  but  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  were  applied  to  affairs, 
they  would  tumble  to  the  ground, 
and  become  bafelefs  like  the  fabrie 
of  a  vilion, 

Mr.  Dempfter  was  profufe  of 
compliments  to  lord  John  Caven- 
diih,  for  his  having  invented  taxei 
the  leaf!  burdenfomeof  any  that  had 
ever  been  propofed.  The  noble  lord 
had  made  a  fhoe  to  fit  a  gouty  foot, 
tender  upon  every  part,  and  with 
corns  on  every  foe. 

In  general,  an  extreme  commend¬ 
ation  was  bellowed  upon  the  taxes,, 
with  the  exception  of  the  wheel  tax. 
A  duty  upon  waggons  and  carts,  it 
was  thought,  would  affeCt  not  only 
the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  but  tha 
convenience  of  carrying  goods  from 
place  to  place.  When  the  queftion, 
however,  was  put  with  regard  to 
it,  there  appeared  in  its  favour  a 
majority  of  47  to  20.  To  the  other 
refolutions  there  were  no  particular 
or  ferious  objections. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

A  remarkable  Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  concerning  the  putting  the  Scats 
into  ('.ommijjion .  The  Prerogative  Qf  the  Crown .  The  Independency  of 
the  fudges.  The  Lofs  of  the  Motion. 


I  ^  'HT'"' HE  duke  of  Rich- 

J .  H  mond  called  the  at¬ 

tention  of  the  peers  to  a  fubjeCt  that 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  the  higheil 
importance.  He  was  aware  that  the 


light  in  which  he  viewed  it,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  was  about 
to  reafon  upon  it  might  leem  to  be 
merely  fpeculative.  He  was  fenfjble, 
that  there  were  men  by  whom  every 
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proportion  for  a  reform  would  be 
ridiculed  as  a  theory  and  a  chimera. 
But  allowing  their  fulieit  weight  to 
fuch  fort  of  arguments,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  were  fuch  things 
as  original  principles ;  and  that 
there  could  not  be  any  impropriety 
in  reforting  to  thefe,  when  the  con- 
ilitution  was  threatened  with  en¬ 
croachments  and  danger. 

He  confidered  that  parliament, 
when  corrupted,  was  the  mold  pow¬ 
erful  inflrument  to  deftroy  the  con- 
ffiitution.  The  next  inflrument, 
both  with  regard  to  power  and  dan¬ 
ger,  was  the  corruption  of  the 
judges.  To  the  topic  of  the  inde¬ 
pendency  of  the  judges,  his  thoughts 
had  beeu  drawn  very  forcibly  by  the 
confideration  of  the  commiflion  into 
which  the  great  feal  had  lately  been 
put.  He  meant  nothing  perfonal 
to  lord  Loughborough,  nor  to  the 
other  judges  who  were  the  com- 
miffioners  for  its  cuftody.  It  Was 
the  meafure,  and  not  the  men, 
which  had  employed  his  reflec¬ 
tions. 

It  was  a  point  not  to  be  difputed, 
that  the  independency  of  the  judges 
was  a  matter  in  which  every  indivi¬ 
dual  in  the  kingdom  was  fenfibly  in- 
terefted.  The  upright  tnefs  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  men  who  judged  of  the 
property  and  the  lives  of  the  fub- 
jedls  of  England,  were  qualities 
which  were  indifputably  neceffary 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  public,  and 
for  the  equal  diftribution  of  the  laws 
of  the  land.  This  pofltion,  fo  ftrong 
in,  jtfelf,  and  fo'  obvious,  was  well 
illuftrated  in  our  hiflory.  In  early 
times,  the  judges  were  folely  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  pleafure  of  -the 
crown.  ,  Antecedently  to  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  they  were  created  and  de- 
pofed  at  the  will  of  the  love  reign. 
After  that  great  .event,  they  were 
imderftood  to  hold  their  fituations 
while  they  could  execute  their  duty 


with  integrity.  But  prior  to  the 
demife  of  the  late  king,  doubts  came 
to  be  entertained  whether  the  coin- 
miflions  of  the  judges  did  not  expire 
with  the  fovereign.  who  granted 
them.  To  thefe  doubts  an  end  was 
put  by  an  abf  of  George  III.  which 
declared,  that  they  fhouid  continue 
conllantly  in  office,  and  be  remove- 
able1  only  for  crimes,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception,  that  an  addrefs  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament  to  the  crown, 
fhouid  operate  their  degradation*, 
From  this  act,  which  gave  a  vali¬ 
dity  to  their  commiffions  during 
their  lives,  while  their  behaviour 
was  proper  ;  and  from  an  a£t  of  king 
William,  which  declared  that  their, 
falaries  fhouid  be  fixed  and  afeer- 
tained  ;  it  was  under  flood  that  in  a 
free  country,  they  ought  to  be  a- 
bove  every  idea  of  dependence.  For 
without  the  enjoyment  of  known 
and  determined  falaries,  and  with¬ 
out  commiffions  for  life,  they  could 
not  with  any  propriety  be  confidered 
as  Independent.  Of  late  years,  how¬ 
ever,  the  fpirit  of  thefe  laws  was 
invaded  ;  and  additions  had  occa¬ 
sionally  been  made  to  the  falaries  of 
forrie  of  the  judges.  Thefe  partial 
additions  were  alarming,  as  they 
flowed  from  the  crown.  -  For  if  an 
addition  of  a  thoufand  or  two  thoit- 
fand  pounds  a  year  could  be  made 
to  one  judge,  it  might  be  proffered 
to  all,  and  accepted  by  them  :  and 
thus  the  judges,  who  ought  to  be 
independent,  would  become  the  o- 
bedient  vaflals  of  the  prerogative. 

There  were  two  methods  of  go¬ 
verning  men*  and  of  making  them 
dependent.  They  were  directed  by 
their  fears  and  their  hopes.  Now 
the  adls  of  king  William  and  of 
George  III.  had  taken  away  the 
fears  of  the  judges  ;  for  the  will  or 
pleasure  of  the  crown  could  not  re¬ 
move  them,  except  for  crimes.  But 
if  their  hopes  were  not  deftroyed  as 
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well  as  their  fears,  the  work  of  their  this  was  no  reafon  why  the  matter 
independency  was  but  half  atchiev-  ibould  not  be  inquired  into.  In  one 
ed.  From  the  conlideration  of  this  of  the  old  commiffions,  three  lay- 
circumftance,  he  had  been  prompted  lords  had  been  joined  with  the  ma- 
to  fubmit  to  the  peers  the  commif-  fret*  of  the  rolls  for  the  time  being-, 
lion  lately  iffued  to  three  lords  *,  In  another,  ferjeant  Maynard,  and 
entrufling  them  with  the  care  of  the  other  ferjeants,  had  been  the  corn- 
great  feai.  It  was  obvious,  that  the  miilioners.  It  was  difficult  to  fay 
judges  in  that  commiffion  had  been  what  clafs  of  men  ought  moll  natu- 
ieledfed  by  favour,  and  not  by  le-  rally  to  afpire  to  the  dnflin&ion  of 
niority.  This  of  itfelf  was  a  pecu-  commiffioners  ;  but  fare  he  was,  that 
liarity  that  was  fufpicious.  But  far-  to  ieledf  judges  by  favour  to  lit  in 
ther  :  the  emoluments  which  ac-  this  capacity,  and  to  bellow  upon 
crued  to  the  holders  of  the  great  feal  them  the  Hilaries  and  emoluments 
were  extenfive  ;  and  thefe,  with  the  arifing  to,  a  lord  chancellor,  was  to 
fuper-add’ttion  of  the  lalaries  en-  affett  their  independency  in  a  man- 
joyed  by  the  commiffioners  as  judges,  ner  the  moil  material.  If  there  was 
gave  them  advantages  which  were  any  neceffity  for  c hoofing  judges  to 
certainly  improper  and  dangerous,  be  commiffioners,  and  if  it  was  pof- 
For  future  judges  might  exp. eft  fible  for  them  to  have  lei  lure  from 
them.  They  might  indulge  in  the  the  buflnefs  of  their  own  courts  to 
hope  of  them  ;  make  advances  to  fa-  exercife  this  new  and  important 
cilitate  their  hopes  ;  and  laying  a-  duty,  let  them  do  it  without  any 
fide  their  independence,  balk  under  additional  Hilary  or  perquisite; 
the  influence  of  the  crown.  There  were  alio  other  methods 

Nothing  could  be  farther  from  by  which  the  hopes  of  the  judges 
his  mind,  than  to  make  any  iniinu-  were  excited,  and  from  which  he 
ation  to  the  prejudice  of  the  prefen t  was  equally  averfe.  The  granting, 
commiffioners  of  the  great  feal.  It  for  example,  of  commiffions  fimilar 
became  him  to  fay  of  them,  and  of  to  that  under  which  the  prefent 
the  judges  in  general,  that  there  chief  juflice  of  the  King’s  Bench  fat 
never  was  upon  the  bench  a  fet  of  as  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe'  of  Lords, 
men  fo  incorrupt,  fo  able,  and  fo  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly  excep- 
deferving.  Their  characters  were  tionable.  It  was  well  known  to 
not  expofed  to  impeachments  of  any  him,  that  the  comjniffion  of  the  no¬ 
kind.  From  the  prefent  commif-  ble  earl  was  not  a  new  one,  but  of 
Hon  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  an  old  date.  Still,  however,  that 
•It  was  the  example  that  a  defied  method  of  reward  feemed  addreffied 
him.  He  forefaw  the  confequences  to  the  hopes  of  judges.  It  tended 
that  mu  ft  inevitably  follow  the  pre-  to  fubmit  them  to  a  dependence  on 
valence  of  fuch  a  practice.  He  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  crown, 
dreaded  them  ;  and  every  friend  to  It  was  a  contradiction  to  the  idea, 
the  Sonflitution  ought  to  dread  them,  that  judge's  ought  to  have  Hated  and 

Of  the  evil  complained  of  he  was  fixed  Hilaries,  and  ought  to  be  fe- 
certain  ;  but  he  did  not  know  how  cure  in  their  independence, 
to  point  out  a  remedy  for  it.  But  He  acknowledged,  that  his  feel- 

*  Right  hon.  lord  Loughborough,  lord  chief  juftice  of  his  majefby’s  court  of  Com- 
.  pa on  Pleas ;  fir  William  Henry  Athhurft,  one  of  the  juftices  of  his  majefty’s  court 
of  King’s  Bench ;  and  fir  Beaumont  Hotham,  one  of  the  barons  of  fiis  majefly’s  court 
«f  Exchequer, 
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ings  were  aftailed  by  another  cif- 
eumftance ;  and  he  conceived  it  to 
be  hazardous  that  judges  thou  Id  at 
all  fit  in  the  Roufe  of  Peers.  He 
delired  not  to  fay  that  the  higheft 
honours  which  the  crown  had  to 
confer,  fhould  not  be  open  to  the 
law  as  well  as  to  every  other  ho¬ 
nourable  profeffion .  But  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  while  lawyers  fat  on 
the  bench  as  judges,  they  fhould 
abftain  from  the  exercife  of  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  peers.  They  ought  not 
to  fit,  to  debate,  and  to  vote  in  the 
Houle  of  Peers.  Thole  whole  by¬ 
line  fs  it  was  to  expound  the  law, 
ought  not  to  act  as  legiflators.  The 
opinion  of  prefident  Montefquieu, 
who  had  ftudied  with  care  the  Eng- 
lifh  conftitution,  ought  to  have 
weight  on  this  fubjebt.  It  was  fo 
remarkably  to  the  point,  that  he 
would  quote  it.  That  great  man 
obferves,  When  the  legiflative 
and  executive  powers  are  united  in 
the  fame  perfon,  or  in  the  fame 
body  of  magiftrates,  there  can  be 
no  liberty  ;  becaufe  apprehenfions 
may  arife  left  the  fame  monarch  or 
ienate  fhould  enact  tyrannical  laws 
to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical 
manner.  No  liberty  can  exift,  if 
the  judiciary  power  be  not  feparated 
from  the  legiflative  and  the  execu¬ 
tive.  Were  it  joined  with  the  le- 
gillative,  the  life  and  liberty  of  the 
fubjedt  would  be  expol'ed  to  arbi¬ 
trary  eontroul  :  lor  the  judge  would 
be  then  the  legiflator.  Were  it 
joined  to  the  executive  power,  the 
judge  might  behave  with  violence 
and  oppreffion.”  There  was  an¬ 
other  authority  to  which  he  would 
appeal,  and  of  which  the  value 
would  not  be  controverted.  il  No¬ 
thing,  according  to  Mr.  Blackftone, 
is  more  to  be  avoided  in  a  free  con- 
ftitution,  than  uniting  the  provinces 
of  a  judge  and  a  minifler.” 

He  confeifed  that  thefe  teftimo- 


nies'had  great  weight  with  him  5 
and  they  could  not  but  imprefs  hint 
with  the  greater  force,  when  he 
coniidered  the  very  [lender  and  ex- 
traordinary  ground  on  which  the 
judges  were  excluded  from  fitting 
in  the  other  houfe  of  parliament. 
Their  exclufton  did  not  reft  6pon 
any  law  or  ail  of  parliament.  It 
-was  the  confequenee  of  a  Angle  re- 
folution  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
If  the  impropriety  then  of  their 
fitting  in  the  one  houfe  was  fo  eafsly 
admitted,  he  could  not  conceit© 
why  there  fhould  be  much  difficulty 
in  allowing  it  with  regard  to  the 
other.  To  fit  among  the  peers,  and 
to  a 61  as  politicians,  Was  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  character  of  judges. 
Nor  was  this  all.  For  if  lord  chan¬ 
cellors  and  lords  commiffioners  were 
to  fit  as  peers,  they  muft  deliberate 
upon  their  own  decrees,  and,  as  it 
were,  try  themfclves.  In’  an  idea 
ot  this  fort,  there  was  every  thing 
that  was  1110ft  irrational.  It  had 
been  boafted  of  by  lord  Hardwicke, 
that  though  he  had  fat  upon  the 
woolfack  during  a  long  period,  not 
one  of  his  decrees  had  been  re- 
verfed.  This  affertion,  however, 
though  ufed  in  triumph,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  fadt  that  proved  too 
much,  and  which,  of  confequenee, 
was  not  properly  to  be  regarded  as 
of  a  complimentary  ftrain.  Was  it 
to  be  fuppofed,  that  lord  Hardwicke 
was  infallible,  and  that  in  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  his  determinations  on  the 
chancery  bench,  he  had  never  once 
pronounced  an  erroneous  judgment? 
Or  was  it  not  more  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  reafon  why  none 
of  his  lordfhip’s  decrees  had  been 
reverfed  during  his  continuance 
on  the  woolfack,  was  the  great 
influence  which  a  chancellor  of 
lord  Hardvvicke’s  abilities  muft 
ever  poffefs  in  that  houfe.  This 
opinion  had  imprefied  him  ftrongly ; 

and 
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and  it  was  a  confirmation  of  it, 
that  when  lord  Henley  fat  in  that 
ho ufe  as  lord  keeper,  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  endure  the  reverfal  of 
feveral  of  his  decrees ;  but  that 
from  the  time  he  became  lord  Nor- 
thington,  and  was  created  a  peer, 
having  an  opportunity  of  talking 
to  their  lordfhips  about  his  decrees, 
there  were  no  longer  any  reverfals 
of  them.  In  all  cafes  of  appeal, 
a  cuftom  had  prevailed  to  leave  the 
judgment  to  the  law  lords.  The  lay 
lords  feldom  interfered.  That  the 
law  lords  fhould  try  over  again  the 
caufes  they  had  adjudged,  was  there¬ 
fore,  he  imagined,  an  impropriety 
fo  glaring,  that  it  could  not  but 
ftrike  every  impartial  obferver. 
The  fource  of  juffice  ought  to  be 
preferved  with  a  moil  fcrupulous  pu¬ 
rity.  He  wi filed,  accordingly,  that 
effedlual  meafures  were  taken  for 
removing  the  hopes  as  well  as  the 
tears  of  judges  ;  and,  perhaps,  no 
method  could  produce  this  purpofe 
fo  advantageouily  as  their  confine¬ 
ment  to  their  judgefhips.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  was  not  anxious  to 
narrow  their  incomes.  If  their  Hi¬ 
laries  were  infufficient  either  for 
their  dignity  or  their  fer vices,  let 
them  be  augmented.  But  if  any 
augmentation  be  given,  let  it  be 
fixed  and  not  variable.  Let  it  not 
fluctuate  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
crown. 

He  intimated,  that  it  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  move,  that  a  committee 
fhould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
the  independency  of  the  judges, 
and  into  the  bed  means  of  fecuring 
it.  As,  however,  a  naked  vote  of 
that  kind  might  be  deemed  un¬ 
parliamentary,  he  would  previoully 
move,  “  That  putting  the  feals  in 
commiffion,  durante  bene  placiio , 
and  appointing  judges  commif- 
fioners,  with  large  falaries  and  per- 
quifites  to  be  received  by  them 
1783. 
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during  the  exigence  of  a  commiflion 
originating  in  and  folely  dependant 
on  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the 
crown,  tended  to  invalidate  the  adt 
of  the  13th  of  King  William.” 

Lord  Abingdon  gave  his  hearty 
concurrence  to  this  motion.  He  re* 
probated,  in  the  flrongeil  terms, 
the  minifterial  feledtion  of  the  judges 
of  the  land,  not  in  the  order  in 
which  they  flood,  and  not  accord- 
mg  to  that  claim  of  fuperiority 
which  entitled  them  to  a  preference 
in  holding  the  great  feal  by  com- 
million.  It  was  a  blow  both  again!! 
law  and  equity.  It  originated  in 
motives  of  party,  and  was  dire&ed 
to  time-ferving  purpofe? *  It  aim¬ 
ed  at  the  difturbance,  and  perhaps  at 
the  deft  ruction  of  that  independency 
which  was  effential  to  the  diilribu- 
tion  of  equal  jultice  ;  and  it  was  to 
be  imputed  to  the  machinations  of 
a  late  coalition  of  parties,  which  was 
altogether  fcandalous  and  deferable. 

The  duke  of  Portland  objedled 
to  the  motion  which  had  been  made  ; 
and  conftdered  it  as  containing,  by 
implication,  a  violent  cenfure  of 
the  mea'fure  to  which  it  fo  pointed¬ 
ly  alludpd.  He  was  entirely  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  judges  ought  to  be 
independent ;  and  he  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  that  they  could  befccured  more 
fcffe&itally  again  ft  the  influence  of 
the  crown  than  by  the  methods 
which  had  already  been  adopted  for 
that  end. 

To  put  the  feals  in  commiflion, 
was  not  a  new  experiment.  It  had 
been  done  repeatedly  without  cen¬ 
fure.  In  the  p refen t  cafe  it  was 
merely  a  temporary  tranfadlion  ; 
and  it  was  not  eafy  to  obferve  how 
it  could  detradl  from  the  indepen¬ 
dency  of  the  judges.  In  human  af¬ 
fairs,  to  extinguish  the  excitements 
of  hope  would  be  to  extinguifh  the 
vigour  of  human  afbion  and  pur* 
fuits.  Belides,  if  the  argument 
H  were 
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were  juft,  that  the  hope  of  being 
put  into  a  com  million  for  the  great 
leal,  would  deftroy  the  independency 
of  the  judges,  did  it  not  follow, 

*  that  there  fhould  be  no  luch  places  as 
the  chief  jufticefhips  of  the  courts 
of  the  King’s-Bench  and  Common 
■  Pleas  ?  Did  it  not  follow,  that 
in  the  Exchequer  there  fhould  be 
no  fuch  place  as  the  feat  of  the  chief 
baron  ?  Did  it  not  follow  that  the 
moil  fcrupulous  equality  fhould  be 
maintained  among  judges ;  that  they 
fhould  never  prefume  to  afpire  to 
the  peerage  ;  and  that  every  high 
honour  in  the  gift  of  the  crown 
fhould  be  induflrioufly  placed  be¬ 
yond  their  reach  ?  That  he  might 
oppofe,  however,  the  motion  in  the 
moil  refpectful  manner  to  the  noble 
duke,  he  moved  the  previous  quef- 
tion. 

T  he  earl  of  Carlifle  expected  to 
have  heard  fome  detail  of  the  per¬ 
nicious  confcquences  which  had 
flowed  from  putting-  the  great  feai 
into  commiffion.  But  no  fuch  detail 
had  been  given  ;  and  as  the  practice 
had  prevailed  during  a  feries  of  years 
without  exciting  any  public  alarm, 
he  underftood  not  the  motion  under 
deliberation  to  be  founded  in  juftice 
cr  policy.  It  had  not  been  faid 
that  the  prefent  commiffion  differed 
eflentially  from  former  ones  ;  and 
the  noble  duke,  whom  it  offended, 
had  nothing  to  urge  againir  the  per¬ 
forms  who  had  been  appoined  the 
commiffioners. 

There  was  a  fallacy  in  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  noble  duke.  For  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  illiberal  than 
to  cut  off  ail  hope  of  higher  ho¬ 
nour,  when  a  lawyer  of  eminence 
was  made  a  judge.  It  was  the  re¬ 
buff  of  fuch  reasoning,  that  feniori- 
ty  was  the  propereft  road  to  prefer¬ 
ment  on  the  bench  ;  and  what  was 
this  but  to  argue  that  infirmities  and 
old  age  were  the  happieft  recommen¬ 


dations  tq  offices  of  aeffive  labour  in 
the  law.  There  could  not  be  a  more 
juft,  or  fair,  or  honourable  ambi¬ 
tion,  than  the  pride  of  attaining  to 
the  higheft  honours  in  any  profeffioru 
Now  this  pride  and  ambition,  from 
which  fo  many  great  things  were  to 
be  expected,  would  be  extinguifhed 
for  ever,  if  the  candidates  for  uti¬ 
lity  and  applaufe  were  only  to  prof- 
per  by  the  length  of  their  days, 
and  the  flow  operations  of  time. 

If  the  noble  duke  could  mean  to 
infinuate  any  diftant  attack  againft 
lord  L  oughborough,  his  argument 
was  not  only  improper,  but  in- 
ffdious.  As  for  himfelf,  he  was 
proud  to  regard  lord  Loughborough 
as  his  friend  ;  and  he  could  not  but 
admire  as  well  as  commend  him  for 
adling  from  the  high  impulfes  of  an 
honeit  ambition.  He  hoped  he 
would  not  flacken  his  ardour  in  fo 
natural  and  honourable  a  purfuit. 
His  talents,  ability,  and  attention, 
in  proportion  as  they  promoted  his 
own  honour,  would  advance  that  of 
his  country. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  rofe  to 
remind  the  houfe,  that  in  his  for¬ 
mer  Ipeech  he  had  definitively  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  intended  not  any 
cenlure  of  adminiflration  in  putting 
the  great  leal  in  commiffion.  Bis 
purpoie  was  to  re  a  ion  upon  the  pro¬ 
bable  confequences  of  fuch  a  prac¬ 
tice.  But  as  the  noble  duke confi- 
dered  the  amount  of  his  motion  to 
be  an  implied  reprehenffon  of  the 
meafure,  he  would,  with  the  utmoft 
readinets,  withdraw  it.  Upon  ful¬ 
filling  this  declaration,  he  took  the 
liberty,  however,  to  move,  “  That 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  independency 
of  the  judges,  and  fuch  farther  re¬ 
gulations  as  may  be  proper  for  fe- 
curing  the  fame.” 

The  duke  of  Portland  perceiving 
no  neceffity  for  this  new  motion, 

moved 
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moved  the  previous  queftion.  Lord 
Stormont  expreffed  his  furprize, 
that  the  noble  duke  fliould  have 
withdrawn  his  hr  ft  resolution,  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  ground  and  bafts 
for  the  fecond,  which  was  now  wan¬ 
tonly  fufpended  in  the  air ;  for  it 
could  not  be  faid,  that  the  final  left 
faff  appeared  to  fupport  it,  or  to  in¬ 
duce  the  houfe  to  agree  to  if.  The 
withdrawing  of  the  firft  motion  took 
away  every  pretenfion  for  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  fecond.  The  evil  com-5- 
plained  of  he  could  not  but  hold  to 
be  imaginary  ;  and  it  was  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  peers  to  wafte 
their  time  in  {peculating  upon  it. 
He  contended,  that  president  Mon- 
tefquieu,  in  the  pafiage  quoted  by 
the  noble  duke,  alluded  not  expreif- 
ly  to  the  Engliih  conftitution.  That 
great  politician  was  not  fo  ignorant 
of  the  Engliih  conftitution  as  not  to 
know  that  a  judicial  was  blended 
with  a  legillative  power  in  the  houfe 
of  peers  ;  and  that  the  peers  could 
aft  occaftonally  in  both  capacities. 
It  was  alio  to  be  ohferved,  that  Mon- 
tefquieu  was  not  fond  of  changes 
even  when  a  real  grievance  was  dif- 
eovered.  For  men  after  fuffering 
an  evil,  know  its  extent,  and  are 
accuftomed  to  bear  it;  but  they 
know  not  the  operation  cf  the  re¬ 
medy  that  might  be  prefcribed,  and 
have  a  title  to  entertain  apprehen¬ 
sions,  left  they  might  lofe  by  a- 
dopting  it.  That  author  had  3ik&- 
ways  extended  his  ridicule  to  thofe 
who  were  ever  eager  after  a  refine¬ 
ment  on  freedom;  and  had  diverted 
himfelf  with  Harrington,,  who  had 
built  a  Chalcedon  with  a  Byzantium 
before  his  eyes.  To  take  away 
from  judges  by  aff  of  parliament 
the  excitement  of  ambition  and 
hope,  would  be  a  ftroke  of  the  vileft 
tyranny.  Nor  Could  he  reconcile 
himfelf  to  the  notion,  that  com- 
millions  fhould  be  filled  with  lay 
fords*  He  never  wifhed  to  have  a 


fuit  in  Chancery  ;  but  if  that  miT 
fortune  fliould  befal  him,  he  ftiouid 
think  himfelf  ftill  more  unfortunate, 
if  the  feals  fliould  be  in  any  hands 
but  thofe  of  lawyers. 

Lord  Loughborough,  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  in  which  he  was  fo  immediately 
concerned,  laid  claim  to  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  houfe.  He  remarked, 
that  a  pronenefs  to  {peculation  and 
a  love  of  change,  had  been  impute 
ed  to  the  noble  duke  whofe  refolu* 
tiens  had  been  under  difcufiion. 
In  fome  degree  the  obfervation 
mightj  be  juft,  but  he  thought  it 
inapplicable  in  the  prelent  cafe. 
The  noble  duke  might  be  anxious 
indeed  to  eftablifti  a  theory  ;  but 
the  term  theory  had  no  fort  of  re¬ 
ference  to  his  motions.  In  a  the¬ 
ory  it  is  neceftary  to  look  for  fome- 
thing  like  fyftem,  or  arrangement, 
like  method,  or  defign,  or'  order. 
We  defiderate  fomething  that  is  to 
be  carried  into  practice  ;  we  expedt 
the  dete&ion  of  an  error,  and  the 
fuggeftion  of  an  improvement.  But 
the  noble  duke  had  pointed  out  no 
error;  and  was  felicitous  to  engage 
them  in  the  talk  of  feeking  a  reme¬ 
dy  for  a  grievance  that  only  exifted 
in  his  own  imagination.  He  was 
full  of  complaints.  He  had  yet  af~ 
certained  and  deferibed  no  evil. 
He  was  fond  of  innovation.  He 
had  yet  afeertgined  and  deferibed  no 
remedy.  He  was  profufe  in  impof- 
iibili ties  and  abfurdities.  Fie"  af- 
failed  apradtice  which  the  difcretlon 
of  the  crown  has  repeatedly  exer- 
cifed,  and  always  with  approbation. 
He  had  difeovered  in  it  nothing 
that  is  oppreffive  to  the  fubjedt"; 
and  experience,  the  infallible  tell  of 
political  truth,  has  demonft  rated 
that  no  inconvenience  can  reiiik 
from  it. 

The  noble  duke,  he  obferved, 
loft  in  the  maze  of  vague  obferva¬ 
tion,  and  dreaming  of  unreal  de¬ 
fects,  was  re  folate  to  bear  aw  a  f 
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from  the  human  mind  hopes  and 
fears,  which  are  inseparable  from  it, 
and  upon  which  much  of  what  is 
valuable  in  it  depends.  The  mind 
of  man  has  indeed  been  reprefented 
in  very  different  lights.  By  fome  it 
is  conceived  to  be  every  thing  that 
is  worthy  and  amiable ;  and  by 
others  it  is  represented  as  molt 
worthlefs  and  wicked.  Such  dif- 
quifitions  are  the  province  of  mora- 
lifts  ;  and  they  may  have  their  life. 
But  legiilators  adt  very  differently. 
They  do  not  wander  into  abi)  raid 
reafonings :  they  apply  the  reflraints 
of  the  law“  to  any  ill  habit  of  the 
mind,  as  it  becomes  predominant  and 
prejudicial  to  the  true  and  rational 
ends  of  fociety. 

With  a  wiki  fpiiitof  project  the 
noble  duke  imagines  that  the  hope 
of  being  promoted  to  a  coin  million, 
which  is  rarely  nceeftary,  and  al¬ 
ways  of  fliort  duration,  and  the 
fear  of  being  removed  from  a  {(ra¬ 
tion  fo  precarious  and  uncertain,  may 
at  fome  time  or  other  affect  the  inde¬ 
pendency  of  the  judges  of  the  crown, 
and  operate  as  ruinous  temptations 
to  corruption  and  ferviliiy.  From 
the  accdlion  of  the  illufti  ious  family 
upon  the  throne,  the  great  leal  has 
been  but  four  times  in  commifficn, 
previoully  to  the  p  re  lent  appoint¬ 
ment.  Now  the  noble  duke  ought 
to  have  in  ft  a  need  from  thefe,  that 
the  judges  who  acted  under  them  had 
added  improperly.  He  fhould  have 
fliewn  that  their  independence  or 
integrity  were  hurt  by  their  holding 
the  great  feal  ;  and  if  this  was  im- 
poftible,  he  ought  to  have  evinced 
to  a  certainty,  that  the  prefent 
com  million  was  different  from  the 
former  ones,  and  peculiarly  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  animadverfion.  But  he  had 
been  able  to  collect  no  fabt  that 
could  juftify  his  condudh.  He  had 
no  folid  ground  to  reft  upon  ;  and 
he  mounts  up  into  the  air. 


H  AND 

Every  man  who  loves  the  conitF 
tution,  and  who  venerates  the  laws, 
muft  deft  re  infinitely  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  judges.  Without  their 
independence  there  could  be  no  equal 
or  impartial  adminiftration  of  jui- 
tice.  For  their  independence,  of 
confequence.  there  can  be  but  one 
wiil'i  and  one  fen  time  nt.  But  is  it 
to  be  affirmed,  that  this  indepen¬ 
dence  is  wanting  ?  No.  The  con- 
dudf  of  the  judges  cannot  be  ar¬ 
raigned.  At  this  period  they  have 
even  more  independence  than  they 
ever  pofteffed  at  any  given  time 
ft  nee  the  Revolution  ;  and  it  is 
guarded  and  protected  in  a  manner 
the  mo  ft  effedtuai. 

When  a  reference,  is  made  to  for¬ 
mer  comrniftioners,  it  is  fit  to  attend 
to  tael  and  experience.  Did  any  of 
them  lx  tray  an  improper  bias  to  the 
crown,  or  could  it  be  ever  laid, 
that  their  integrity  received  any  taint 
by  their  bavins?- been  comrniftioners  ? 
In  the  firft  of  the  tour  comrnilii- 
ons  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
there  were  fir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  lord 
chief  baron  Gilbert,  and  lord  Ray¬ 
mond.  Now  could  it  be  laid  of 
fir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  that  he  was  pli¬ 
ant  and  accommodating  to  the 
crown  r  This  would  be  to  reverie 
his  charadt  r  altogether.  His  in¬ 
flexibility  was  proverbial.  Could 
any  thing  like  a  vile  fublefviency 
or  corruption  be  imputed  to  lord 
chief  baron  Gilbert,  or  lord  Ray¬ 
mond  ?  The  tooth  of  calumny 
could  not  fatten  upon  them.  Their 
integrity  and  independence  were  as 
unfhaken  and  imfulHed  as  their  pro-, 
feffional  reputations  were  diftinguifh- 
ed  and  great.  To  the  judges  in  the 
other  three  commiffions,  equal  praife 
was  due;  and  fo  far  was  it  from 
being  a  rule,  that  the  diferetion  of 
the  crown  fhould  be  diredted  in  the 
feledtion  of  the  comirriftioners  by  a 
regard  to  fe.niority  among  the  pu- 
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Tfne  judges,  that-  it  fo  happened, 
that  in  the  irffiances  produced,  the 
fenior  puifne  judge  Was  not  called 
to  the  itation  of  a  commififinler. 

As  to  the  prefeut  commifiion,  fet- 
ting  ali.de  one  perfon,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  that  thole  who  might 
fpeak  of  it  in  future  times  would 
have  a  title  to  pronounce  of  it  in 
the  terms  he  had  employed  with  re¬ 
gard  to  former  commifiioners.  It 
had  Indeed  exifted  only  a  fliort  time. 
An  enlightened  public,  however, 
and  a  learned  bar,  would  judge  im¬ 
partially  and  corredfly  of  its  con¬ 
duct.  As  an  individual,  it  became 
him  to  an  liver  only  for  his  induihy, 
and  tor  the  intentions  which  he  felt 


to  difcharge  with  fidelity  the  duties 
or  bis  commilfion.  He  was  called 
to  add  and  it  was  the  province  of 
others  to  judge  of  him. 

The  noble  duke  had  glanced  at 


the  augmentation  which  his  ma- 
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jelly  had  been  pleafed  to  make  to 
the  chief  jullice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  fince  he  had  the  honour  to 


office. 


rfu  - 

i  ms 


fufia in  that 
was  indecent,  and 
the  fubjefl  under  difeutfion 


belonged  not 


llufi  on 
to 
If  the 


perfon  who  now  held  the  office  were 
alone  confidered,  the  augmentation 
might  perhaps  be  beyond  his  deiert. 
But  if  the  nature  and  rank  and  du¬ 
ties  of  the  office  were  confidered,  he 
believed  that  no  difpaffionate  man 


would  pronounce  that  it  was,  too 
large.  Was  it  not  right  to  fecure  the 
integrity  and  independence  of  a  fta- 
tion  fo  important  as  that  of  the 
chief  jufticeof  the  Common  Pleas  ? 
When  he  had  agreed  to  accept  that 
honour,  he  quitted  a  very  lucrative 
Situation  in  the  profeffion  ;  and  he 
was  given  to  underhand,  that  its  ap¬ 
pointments  were  to  be  made  per¬ 
manently  equal  to  what  every  im¬ 
partial  man' felt  to  be  proper  for  it. 
Under  this  a  flu  ranee,  he  had  ac¬ 
cepted  the  high  honour  which  was 
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offered  to  him  ;  leaving  the  office 
which  he  then  held,  and  renounc¬ 
ing  all  the  advantages  attending  the 
practice  of  his  profeffion.  It  is  an 
obfervation,  that  what  may  be  done 
at  any  time  iss  very  apt  to  be  delay¬ 
ed,  It  happened  that  he  continued 
in  office  nearly  a  year  and  a  half 
before  he  either  knew  what  the  ap¬ 
pointments  abtualby  were,  or  re¬ 
ceived  any  part  of  his  faiary.  At 
length  the  extent  of  the  augmenta- 
tion  was  afeertained.  But  this  aug- 
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mentation  was  not  perfonal  ly  and 
individually  to  him  while  he  held 
the  place  of  chief  juftice.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  was  not  particular  and 
partial.  It  was  annexed  to  the 
chief  j ullice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
and  was  to  go  to  his  fucceffbrs. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  made  a 
few  obfervations  in  reply  to  lord 
Loughborough.  He  interpreted  the 
ipeech  of  his  Jordlbip  to  be  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  paffions  of  the  houfe. 
If  he  had  alledged  any  fpecific  fact 
as  the  ground  of  his  motion,  a  cry 
would  have  been  raifed  that  he  had 
made  a  perfonal  attack.  As  he  had 
fpoken  at  Urge  his  argument  was 
called  theoretical  and  fpeculative. 
This  would  ever  be  the  fituation  of 
men  who  were  iludious  to  improve 
the  conflitution,  and  to  advance  it 
to  perfection.  The  bufinefs  of  ob¬ 
jection  was  eafy  ;  and  there  was 
nothing,  however  beneficial  or  glo¬ 
rious,  to  which  difficulties  might 
not  beoppofed.  He  had  heard  no¬ 
thing  that  could  (hake  hisargument ; 
and  there  were  perfons  in  the  pro¬ 
feffion  of  the  law  who  had  agreed 
with  him  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
commilfion  fo  often  alluded  to,  affect¬ 
ed  the  independency  of  the  judges, 
and  was  to  be  accounted  a  calamity. 
As  be  had  difavowed  any  perfonal 
intention  in  bringing  forward  his 
motion,  he  thought  it  ft  range  that 
any  imputation  of  that  kind  fhould 
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be  applied  to  him.  But  being  con- 
fcious  of  the  fincerity  and  patriotifm 
which  guided  him,  he  cared  not  for 
imputations  that  were  not  founded 
in  reality.  As  to  the  penfion  grant¬ 
ed  to  lord  Loughborough,  he  could 
not  by  any  means  approve  of  it ; 
and  he  believed  that  he  was  not  lin¬ 
gular  in  ccnfidering  it  as  a  meafure 
the  moil  unwife  and  improper.  He 
might  be  charged  With  the  love  of 
change,  but  the  cenfure  did  not 
hurt -him.  Without  change  or  in¬ 
novation  there  could  be  no  improve¬ 
ment.  It  was  idle,  however,  to  ex¬ 
pert  fuccefs  in  any  plan  or  propor¬ 


tion  of  reform  from  which  admin*, 
ftration  were  averfe.  Since,  there¬ 
fore,  the  noble  duke  at  the  head  of 
the  treafury  declared,  that  though 
he  agreed  with  him  in  his  general 
principles,  he  was  hoftile  to  his 
motion,  he  was  indifferent  in  what 
manner  it  fhould  be  difpofed  of. 
He  confidered  the  getting  rid  of  any 
motion  by  a  previous  quefion  to  be 
as  ilrongly  a  rejection  as  a  diredl  ne¬ 
gative.  He  would  therefore,  at 
prefent,  proceed  no  farther.  The 
previous  quelfion  was  now  put  and 
carried  without  a  divifion. 


C  H  A  P.  XV. 


A  Bill  for  reforming  the  Public  Offices.  7 he  Objccls  of  this  Bill.  Com¬ 

plaints  of  Abvfes.  Qppoftion  to  the  Reform  Bill.  It  is  lojl  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 


AM  I  D  S  T  the  projects  for 
ferving  the  nation,  fuggefled 
not  merely  by  the  enormous  load  of 
the  national  debt,  but  by  the  ex- 
iilence  of  real  and  pernicious  griev¬ 
ances,  it  occurred  tp  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
a  reform  was  highly  expedient  in 
the  public  offices.  He  accordingly 
prefented  to  the  commons,  u  A 
bill  for  preventing  abufes,  and  ei- 
tablifhing  certain  regulations  in  the 
feveral  offices  of  the  Treafury,  Ad¬ 
miralty,  Ordnance,  Excife,  and 
Stamps,  and  of  feveral  other  of¬ 
fices.”  He  then  moved,  “That 
"there  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  i. 
Accounts  of  the  fees,  gratuities, 
and  perquifites,  received  and  taken 
by  any  perfon  or  perfons  in  the 
following  offices  and  departments, 
•viz.  the  Admiralty-office,  the  Ord¬ 
nance,  the  War-office,  the  office  of 
comptroller  of  the  army  accounts, 
the  Navy-qffice,  theNavy  Pay-cffice, 
the  Vidtualling-office,  the  Sick  and 
Hurt  office,  theCuffomhoufe,  the  Ex - 
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cife-office,  the  office  of  furveyor  ge¬ 
neral  of  his  majefty’s  land  revenues, 
the  office  of  furvevor  general  of  his 
majefty’s  woods  and  forefts,  the  of¬ 
fice  of  taxes,  the  Stamp-office,  the 
Salt-office,  the  hawkers  and  ped¬ 
lars  office,  and  the  hackney-ccacli 
office.  2.  Accounts  of  the  annual 
incidental  charges  incurred  in  each 
of  the  faid  offices.  3.  Copies  of 
the  efablifhments  of  the  faid  of¬ 
fices  as  they  food  at  Michaelmas, 
1782,  fhew'ing  the  numbers  ot  the 
feveral  officers,  and  clerks  employed 
therein,  with  the  falaries  and  allow¬ 
ances  paid  to  each.” 

This  bill,  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
comprehended  a  great  variety  of 
objects ;  and  he  declared  that  it  was 
a  part  of  the  plan  of  ceconomical 
reform  which  had  been  proje&ed  by 
the  late  admini  ftration.  In  pre¬ 
paring  it,  aififtance  had  been  defir- 
ed  from  the  com mif loner's  of  pub¬ 
lic  accounts;  and  it  had  fin  view 
the  moft  Ample  and  eafy  method  of 
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reform.  He  therefore  flattered  him- 
felf,  that  the  bill,  in  confequence  of 
its  utility  and  importance,  would 
readily  pafs  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament, 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  the  late 
adminiftration  had  been  full  of  high 
profeffionsof  reform  ;  but  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  fhort  time  in  which  they 
had  continued  in  power,  it  was  not 
very  clear  that  they  had  not  given 
wav  themfelves  to  great  abufes  with 
refpedt  to  official  fees ;  and  loua 
complaints  of  extravagant  fees  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  merchants  of  London, 
on  account  of  paflports  had  been 
heard.  It  was  therefore  fit  that 
their  conduct  fliould  be  inquired  in¬ 
to,  that  a  judgment  might  be  formed 
of  their  fidelity  and  honour.  He 
moved  accordingly  for,  “  j.  An 
account  of  all  tees  received  on  pafl- 
ports  given  to  any  fhips  from  the 
30th  of  November,  1782,  at  the 
office  of  the  fecretaries  of  flate,  or 
any  other  office,  the  quantity  of 
the  fame,  and  the  diftribution there¬ 
of,  And,  2.  For  copies  of  all  let¬ 
ters  applying  for  redrefs  on  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  faid  fees  taken  at  the 
office  of  the  fecretaries  of  flate,  or 
any  other  office. 55 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  was  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  the  objects  of  the  bill 
would  be  beft  obtained  by  an  acfl  of 
parliament.  Perhaps  there  were 
others  and  lefs  expenfive  means  by 
which  its  advantages  might  be  fe- 
cured.  He  thought  that  the  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  fees,  gratuities,  and 
perquifites  in  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  public  offices,  might  be 
adjufled  by  each  office  refpedfiveiy. 
Where  abufes  had  prevailed  to  an 
improper  extent,  an  official  cor¬ 
rection  might  be  applied.  The  ap¬ 
plication  of  this  correction  would, 
befide  its  proper  advantage,  have 
alfo  the  falutary  effect  of  giving  to 
the  different  offices  that  weight, 


pride,  and  confidence,  which  were  ne- 
ceflary  to  uphold  their  virtue.  Now 
the  bill  in  queftion  would  have  the 
effeCt  to  deftroy  this  official  confe¬ 
quence,  and  might  eventually  tend  to 
endanger  the  whole  management  cf 
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the  public  expenditure.  For  if  fufpi- 
cions  were  avowed,  that  the  heads 
of  the  offices  connived  at  corrup¬ 
tions  and  frauds  in  thofe  under 
them,  the  receipt  and  expenditure 
ot  the  revenue  would  be  expofed  to 
hazard.  This  furmife  was  ,not  to 
be  treated  (lightly  ;  and  he  believed 
that  no  abufe  had  hitherto  been 
pradtifed  that  ought  to  produce  a 
denial  of  confidence  to  the  public 
offices. 

There  were  other  objedions  to  the 
bill.  If  it  fhouid  pafs,  the  commif- 
fion  of  accounts  muft  be  continued 
to  a  great  length  of  time.  This 
would  expofe  the  public  to  an  im- 
menfe  expence  ;  a  circumffance 
which  was  a  very  improper  opera¬ 
tion  of  (economy  or  reform.  The 
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endlefs  variety  of  matter  which  the 
bill  held  out  to  obfervation  and  fcru- 
tiny,  would  employ  long  and  anx- 
ioufly  the  thoughts  and  labour  of 
the  commillloners.  Nor  could  it  ef- 
cape  notice,  that  the  fuperiors  in 
each  office  rnufl  be  neceflarily  more 
able  for  this  bufinefs  than  eyen  the. 
commiffioners, 

It  was  indeed  tobe  confefled,  that 
there  were  articles  in  the  bill  which 
he  highly  approved.  The  fale  of 
offices  was  a  matter  which  was  infi¬ 
nitely  abfurd  ;  and  he  was  ready  to 
concur  in  any  advilable  method  for 
correding  an  abufe  that  was  fo  no¬ 
torious.  It  was  impoffible  that  of¬ 
fices  could  be  filled  with  propriety, 
when  money  and  not  ability  was  the 
title  to  them.  There  were  other 
abufes  pointed  to  in  the  bill,  for 
which  remedies  ought  to  be  fought 
for  and  applied.  The  expenditure 
of  flationary  wares  in  the  public 
FI  4  offices  s. 
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offices,  and  in  the  houfes  of  officers, 
was  fhameful  and  exceifive  in  the 
g  reate  ft  degree.  But  it  appeared  that 
thefe  grievances  might  be  removed  ; 
and  all  the  objedls  of  the  bill  be  at¬ 
tained  without  its  palling  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Pitt  accounted  it  {urpriftng  that 
lord  John  Cavendifti  fhould  oppofe 
his  bill,  while  he  allowed  that  there 
were  parts  of  it  which  called  forth 
his  approbation.  His  bill  was  found¬ 
ed  on  a  principle  of  official  (econo¬ 
my  and  public  reform  ;  and  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  country  demanded  it. 
To  continue  the  coramiffion  of  ac¬ 
counts  might  be  ex  pen  five  ;  but 
would  not  the  benefits  arifing  from 
it  be  1  efficient  to  com  pen  fate  any 
iofs  that  might  be  incurred  ?  That 
official  ab ufes  fhould  be  remedied 
by  official  men,  was  in  his  mind  a 
monftrous  propofition.  For  thofe 
who  adlually  committed  the  abufes 
would  be  required  to  remedy  them. 
Reforms  conducted  in  this  manner 
would  be  prepofterous  indeed  !  For 
men  who  had  gained  by  abufes 
would  be  difpofed  to  continue  in 
them. 

If  there  was  an  objeft  more  de~ 
ferving  than  another  of  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  parliament,  it  was  that  the 
receipt  and  expenditure  of  public 
money  fhould  be  managed  in  ail  the 
great  revenue  offices  with  the  moil 
fcrupnlous  purity  and  exaflnefs.  To 
enlarge  on  the  confequetices  of  a 
Contrary  practice  would  be  to  trifle. 
They  were  moil  palpably  obvious. 
It  was  more  inftrudtive  to  enter  into 
the  abides  which  actually  prevailed. 
'When  the  late  board  of  treafury  in- 
flit  u  ted  an  enquiry  with  regard  to 
the  navy-office,  they  were  repeatedly 
informed  that  in  this  department  no 
fees  were  received.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  though  no  fees  could 
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be  legally  demanded,  fuins  of  money 
to  a  great  amount  were  taken  under 
the  appellation  of  gifts,  Thus,  iof 


example,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  na¬ 
vy-office  had  a  falary  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year  ; 
but  he  received  not  lefts  than  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  in 
gifts.  The  other  clerks,  whole  fa- 
laries  were  fmaller.  received  gifts 
in  proportion.  Thefe  gilts  might  be 
termed  the  wages  of  corruption. 

Between  the  clerks  in  office  who 
were  concerned  in  checking,  pairing, 
and  expediting  the  accounts  of  per- 
fons  who  were  employed  in  ferving 
the  public  with  different  articles, 
and  thofe  perfons  themfelves,  there 
prevailed  a  moll  infamous  traffic, 
which  defrauded  the  nation  of  a  great 
annual  revenue.  In  the  poll-office 
the  place  of  fecretary  was  legally 
worth  fix  hundred  pounds,  but  its 
profits  exceeded  three  thoufand.  The 
two  fecretaries  of  the  treafury  might 
receive  annually  during  peace  two 
thoufand  pounds  ;  but  in  the  time 
of  war,  their  income  role  to  five 
thoufand.  There  were  other,  and 
perhaps  greater  abufes ;  but  thefe 
were  fufficient  to  afeertain  the  exift- 
encc  of  the  grievance  ;  and  that  the 
public  muft  gain  in  no  common 
meafure  bv  a  general  reform  in  the 

^  J  O 

public  offices. 

The'  neceffity  of  giving  a  check  to 
the  fale  of  offices  was  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  ;  and  it  was  not  lefs  necefiary 
to  bring  forward  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  fuperannuation  of  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  appointment  ol  perfons 
to  difeharge  the  duty  of  fuch  of  them 
as  may  have  leave  of  abfence.  Pre¬ 
viously  to  the  exillence  of  the  laffc 
board  of  treafury  the  commilfioners 
ol  the  ftamp-duty  had  been  accufi- 
tomed  to  appoint  each  of  them  one 
of  their  own  fervants  to  be  a  Hamp¬ 
er,  and  inftantly  to  grant  leave  of 
abfence  to  him  ;  fo  that  the  place 
was  a  finecure,  and  the  bufinefs  of 
it  done  by  a  deputy.  New  offices 
had  alfo  been  created  without  ne- 
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cfffGty  ;  and  no  abufe  could  be  more 
pregnant  with  public  ruin. 

The  improvident  expenditure  of 
the  revenue  of  the  kingdom  in  what 
had  obtained  the  n?me  of  incidental 
expences,  under  which  head  were 
eomprifed  the  fupply  of  perfons  in 
office  with  coals,  candles,  and  fur¬ 
niture,  had  grown  to  an  extrava¬ 
gance  that  was  truly  amazing.  The 
work  done  to  homes  held  under  go¬ 
vernment  was  another  enormous  im¬ 
position  and  abufe.  The  houfe  in 
Dovvning-itreet  had  cofc  the  public 
for  reoairs  in  one  year  the  fum  of 
ten  tffi  ufand  pounds.  Bufhby-park 
had  alfo  its  lhare  of  expence  ;  and 
thefe  were  not  the  only  houfes  be¬ 
longing  to  the  public. 

As  to  the  consumption  of  flation¬ 
ary  wares  by  the  officers  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  departments  of  government,  it 
might  be  termed  a  depredation  It 
exceeded  the  annual  fum  of  eigh- 

t-3 

teen  thoufand  pounds.  It  would 
aftonifh  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribband,  that  the  vear  before  the  la  ft 
he  had  coif  the  public  one  thoufand 
and  three  hundred  pounds  for  fla- 
tionarv.  Of  the  bill  the  articles 

J 

were  certainly  very  curious ;  and 
one  of  them  was  moft  particularly 
fo.  It  was  an  item  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  pounds  for  whipcord. 
It  was  impoillble  that  his  lordfhip 
could  have  connived  at  this  extra¬ 
vagancy  of  abufe.  But  it  might  be 
alluded  to  in  order  to  evince  the  ab¬ 
solute  neceffity  for  a  fubilantial  re¬ 
form,  He  could  hardly  believe 
that  any  ferious  opposition  could  be 
made  to  the  meafuie  he  had  propos¬ 
ed  ;  and  he  dated  that  the  carrying 
of  it  into  execution  would  add  an¬ 
nually  to  the  public  revenue  not  lefs 
a  fum  than  forty  thoufand  pounds. 

Lord  North  declared  that  the 
ifaternent  of  his  bill  for  ffationary 
had  not  been  made  with  a  due  can¬ 
dour.  As  to  the  item  of  the  whip¬ 


cord  he  had  never  before  heard  of 
it.  But  when .it  was  urged  that  his 
ffationary  amounted  to  one  thoufand 
and  three  hundred  pounds,  it  ought 
to  have  been  observed,  that  there 
were  peculiar  circumftances  in  con¬ 
nection  with  it.  Upon  the  fiation- 
er’s  bill  there  was  an  allowance  of 
40  per  cent,  which  was  a  perquisite 
to  the  uffier  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
thought  indeed  that  this  expence 
might  be  laved  to  the  public;  and 
that  the  perquisite  might  be  dropped 
after  the  death  of  the  prefent  uffier 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  held  his  of¬ 
fice  for  life.  But  in  refpedl  of  the 
amount  of  his  bill  for  flationary,  this 
peculiarity  reduced  it  tooool.  Now 
as  the  fir.il  lord  of  the  treafury  kept 
a  Secretary  and  Several  clerks,  and 
as  his  houfe  was  rather  an  office 
than  a  private  dwelling,  it  per¬ 
haps  might  bethought  that  this  fum 
was  by  no  means  exceffive  or  pro¬ 
fit  fe. 

As  to  the  articles  of  coals  and 
candles,  he  had  refufed  to  receive 
them  at  the  expence  of  the  public  ; 
and  no  abufe  on  that'heod  could  be 
reproached  to  him.  With  regard  to 
the  repairs  of  Downing-ffreet  houfe 
he  had  taken  no  aftive  part.  The 
officers  of  the  board  of  works  had 
hated  their  apprehenhons  that  the 
houfe  would  fall,  and  the  neceffity 
of  its  immediate  reparation.  To 
him  the  alteration  of  the  houfe  was 
a  ferious  inconvenience  ;  and  no 
candid  perfon  could  imagine  that  he 
was  personally  to  blame  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind.  As  to  Bufhby-park, 
when  his  majehy  was  pleaSed  to  con¬ 
fer  its  rangerfhip  on  lady  North,  it 
was  not  tenantablc.  Its  repair  was 
not  imputable  to  him  ;  and  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  with  regard  to  it  nothing 
idle  or  wantonly  ornamental  had 
been  executed  to  put  the  public  to 
expence. 

Mr.  Fox  exclaimed  againft  the 
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enormous  fees  which  had  been  taken 
during  the  late  ad  min  ill  rat  ion  at  the 
Iboard  of  treafurv  on  the  fcore  of 

j 

paifports.  The  late  board  of  trea¬ 
sury  had  been  infinitely  rernifs  in 
reforming  their  own  official  abufes 
on  the  f object  of  fees  while  they 
were  in  power  ;  but  when  they  had 
reaped  their  harveft  they  were  in¬ 
ordinately  vigilant  to  prevent  their 
fwccefTors  from  imitating  their  ex¬ 
ample.  It  was  not  a  little  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  while  the  late  treafury 
were  Scheming  bills  of  reform  upon 
the  abolition  of  lees  of  every  deno¬ 
mination,  the  two  fecretaries  were  in 
the  habit  of  taking  four  times  the 
common  fees  on  pafTports.  In  time 
of  war  the  ufual  lee  of  a  paffport 
was  7  1.  ios.  Nor  could  anvcom- 
plaint  be  made  againft  a  charge  fo 
moderate.  But  by  a  refinement  that 
was  Surely  unreafonable,  this  fee  was 
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to  be  repeated  according  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  foes  with  whom  we  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  war.  The  merchants  ac¬ 
cordingly,  had  been  charged  thirty 
pounds  a  piece  for  pafTports  at  the 
offices  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate ; 
and  what  was  curious  bdyond  ex- 
preffion,  an  order  came  to  thefe  of¬ 
fices  from  the  Treafury  to  put  an 
end  to  this  practice  on  the  very  day 
upon,  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
Idfs  hands  upon  his  promotion. 

Mr.  Burke  fpoke  with  warmth  a- 
o  a  hi  ft  the  bill.  Confidering  Mr. 
Pitt  as  a  projector,  he  compared 
him  to  a  large  ferpent  gliding  along 
in  the  mire  of  reform,  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  little  diminutive  officers  in  his 
belly.  The  bill  did  not  hold  out 
any  true  or  folid  principle  of  ce- 
c-onomical  reform.  It  exhibited 
vexation  for  ccconomy,  and  expence 
lor  improvement.  It  would  abolifh 
a  number  of  petty  and  infignificant 
offices  ;  and  it  would  erect  five  ex- 
penfive  ones  upon  their  ruins. 
Without  Serving  the  public  it  would 


prefs  with  a  wanton  cruelty  on  the 
indigent  and  the  worthy. 

The  bill,  notwithstanding  the  ob¬ 
jections  made  to  it,  palled  the  com* 
mons,  and  was  ordered  to  be  car¬ 
ried  to  the  lords  for  their  concur¬ 
rence.  With  the  lords,  however, 
it  was  not  fo  fuccefsful.  Earl  Temple 
moved  in  the  houfe  of  peers  for  the 
lifts  of  fees  which  were  taken  at  the 
different  public  offices,  with  a  view 
to  carry  the  bill  into  a  law,  by  de- 
monft rating  its  utility  and  advanta¬ 
ges,  But  his  motion  was  objected 
to.  Earl  Fitzwiliiam  contended  that 
the  papers  called  for  were  unnecef- 
fary,  as  the  bill  proceeded  on  no 
ftatement  of  abufes  that  were  actual¬ 
ly  exiting,  Lord  Stormont  defil¬ 
ed  their  lordfbips  to  attend  to  the 
peculiar  phrafeology  of  the  bill : 
“  Whereas  it  is  highly  expedient 
for  the  correction  of  abufes  which 
may  have  arlfen ,  and  with  a  view  to 
Such  Savings  as  may  be  made This 
language  was  indefinite,  and  had  a 
reference  merely  to  polfibilities.  The 
papers  called  for  could  therefore  be 
of  no  ufe,  and  their  production 
could  have  no  effect  but  to  create 
delay  and  trouble.  Lord  Lough¬ 
borough  Supported  thefe  lords ;  and 
while  lie  alferted  that  the  bill  af¬ 
firmed  nothing,  he  obferved,  that 
the  perfons  who  had  framed  it  had 
been  rath  and  precipitate.  For  they 
had  forgotten  that  parliament  had 
palfed  an  act  for  the  entire  regulation 
of  the  pay-office.  Now  the  pay- 
office  was  one  of  the  objects  of  re¬ 
form  in  the  bill.  There  was  an¬ 
other  impropriety  which  its  framers 
had  committed.  They  had  em¬ 
powered  the  commiifioners  of  ac¬ 
counts  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  per¬ 
fons  felling  offices.  Now  there  was 
in  full  force  a  ftatute,  declaring  the 
lale  of  an  office  to  be  an  indictable 
offence.  This  then  would  be  to  give 
to  the  commiffioners  a  power  to  ad- 
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mini \kr  an  oath  to  perfons  to  accufe 
themfelves  of  an  inclinable  crimi¬ 
nality.  This  was  a  broke  of  ty¬ 
ranny  indeed  !  It  was  not  to  be  per¬ 
mitted.  It  was  repugnant  to  law, 
ju (lice,  humanity,  and  common 
fenfe. 

The  motion  of  lord  Temple,  up¬ 
on  putting  the  queition,  was  lobby 
a  majority  of  32  to  22.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  and  tendency  of  the  bill  were 
then  attacked  by  earl  Fitzwilliam. 
Fie  condemned  them  as  futile  and 
trifling-;  as  plaufible  in  appearance, 
but  as  defective,  and  without  foli- 
dity ;  as  better  calculated  to  give 
trouble  than  advantage  ;  and  as  pre¬ 
ludes  to  ufelefs  invebigation.  Earl 
Temple  declared,  that  as  their  lord- 
blips  had  refufed  to  indulge  him 
with  thofe  papers  for  which  he  had 
moved,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  bill  with 
a  full  information.  He  was  not, 
however,  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
bufinefs  ;  and  he  made  a  bate  of  the 
fees,  gratuities,  and  gilts,  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  offices.  He  expofed  the  im- 
pofitions  which  had  taken  place  un¬ 
der  thefe  different  claims,  and  he 
moved  that  the  bill  fhould  be  com¬ 
mitted,  The  duke  of  Portland  af¬ 
firmed  that  the  bill,  inftead  of  hav¬ 
ing-  the  oocration  of  a  remedy,  was 
itfelf  a  difeafe.  It  would  create  an 
endlefs  trouble.  To  carry  it  into 
effed  it  would  be  necebary  to  exa¬ 
mine  three  thoirfand  perfons.  Ten 
years  would  pafs  away  before  re¬ 
ports  could  be  made  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury.  The  bill  was  not  a  reform 
but  a  vexation.  The  ebablifhment 
of  its  plan  would  involve  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  the  expence  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  ;  and  yet  it  would 
not  effed  the  intended  purpofes.  He 
would  therefore  put  his  negative  up¬ 
on  it.  Lord  Stormont  declaimed 
ugainb  its  inconveniencies,  and  com¬ 


pared  its  regulations  to  the  dreams 
of  a  hermit  in  his  cell,  and  to  the 
fanciful  pictures,  drawn  by  a  vifion- 
ary  in  his  own  chamber,  where  the 
pictures  are  more  or  lefs  fantabic 
according  to  the  brilliancy  or  the 
gloominefs  of  his  imagination. 

When  the  quebion  was  put  the 
bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
40  to  24.  But  the  following  pro- 
teb  was  entered  againft  the  pro-* 
ceedlngs  upon  it. 

6i  Diffentient, 

il  I.  Becaufe  the  information 
laid  before  the  houfe  of  commons, 
authenticating  many  fads  of  grofs 
abufe  and  mifmanagement,  upon 
which,  it  is  prefumed, '  this  bill 
was  there  paffed,  was  refufed  by  a 
majority  of  this  houfe. 

44  II.  Becaufe  various  fads  ad¬ 
duced  in  debate  to  prove  the  exib- 
ence  of  grofs  abufe  and  mifmanage¬ 
ment,  were  on  all  hands  admitted. 

44  111.  Becaufe  this  houfe  refuf¬ 
ed  even  to  entertain  a  bill  founded 
upon  the  information  contained  in 
thofe  papers,  and  maturely  conli- 
dered  and  adjubed  in  the  other 
houfe  ;  and  becaufe  no  adequate 
folution  was  prupofed,  that  held  a 
reafonable  expedation  that  thefe 
abufes  would  be  redreffied  in  the 
common  courfe  and  pradice  of  of¬ 
fice. 

Radnor, 

OSBOR  NE, 

Abingdon, 

D.e  Ferrars, 

Say  and  Srle, 
Sydney, 

Nugent  Temple, 
Chandos, 

Ferrers, 

Chatham, 

Rutland.'’5 

Chap, 


*n 


BRITISH  AND 


C  H  A  P.  XVI. 


vtlon  concerning  the  Importation  of  Corn  into  Scotland.  A ction  concerning '• 
$he  Civil  JCj 'iablijh merits  of  the  Colonies.  Petition  again/}  the  Receipt  'Tax. 
by  the  City  of  London .  A  general  Debate  concerning  the  Taxes. 


H  E  northern  parts 
unt  5.  0f  Scotland  exhibited 

at  this  period  a  feene  of  extreme 
wretchednefs.  The  late  unproduc¬ 
tive  harved  had  reduced  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  thofe  di drifts  to  a  date  of 
humiliating  indigence.  Proper 
vouchers  and  memorials  of  their  ca¬ 
lamitous  condition  were  produced 
before  the  commons ;  and  Mr. 
Pulteney  and  Mr.  Dempder  infided 
that  they  ought  to  take  their  didrefs 
into  confideration,  and  to  think  of 
means  for  fupporting  a  ufeful  body 
of  his  majedy  *s  fubjefts  againd  the 
{course  of  unforefeen  and  inevitable 
misfortune.  Their  deferiptions  of 
the  mifery  of  the  northern  divifions 
of  Scotland  were  full  of  philan- 
throphy  ;  and  Mr.  Dempder,  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  humanity  of  the 
houfe  could  not  redd  his  call, 
took  the  liberty  to  move,  44  That 
his  majedy  fhould  be  enabled,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  to  allow  the  importation 
of  corn  for  a  time  not  exceed¬ 
ing  four  months,  from  the  third 
day  of  September  next,  into  the  fe- 
veral  counties  of  Perth,  Kincardine, 
Aberdeen,  Invernefs,  Rofs,  Nairne, 
Cromartie,  Argyle,  Forfar,  BamfF, 
Sutherland,  Caithness,  Elgin,  Dum¬ 
barton,  Orkney,  and  Zetland,  under 
certain  reftridVtons  and  limitations.” 

The  marquis  of  Graham  fecond- 
cd  the  motion,  and  recommended 
it  in  the  drongeft  manner.  Sir 
jofeph  Maw  bey  objected  to  it;  and 
with  great  illiberality  threw  out 
reflections  againd  the  Scottifh  na¬ 
tion.  Lord  John  Cavendifh  was 


hurt  with  the  folly  of  his  prejudices ; 
and  informed  him,  that  the  prefent: 
feafon  did  not  allow  of  petulance  or 
trifling.  The  necefllty  was  prelim  g, , 
and  admitted  not  of  delay.  Hu-- 
inanity,  policy,  and  good  fenfe,  all 
demanded  that  the  relief  fought  for; 
fhould  be  adminidered. 

It  was  now  moved  by-  Mr.  Demp-- 
der,  ‘ 4  That  the  comini  (doners  of 
the  land-tax  of  the  laid  counties  be 
enabled  to  levy  a  fum  not  exceeding; 
fourteen  pounds  Scots,  on  every 
hundred  pounds  Scots  of  the  valued, 
rent  of  the  Did  counties,  and  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  fame  to  the  relief  of  the: 
inhabitants  as  are  or  {hall  be  reduc¬ 
ed  to  poverty  by  the  failure  of  the 
lad  year’s  crop,  and  the  fcarcityandi 
high  price  of  corn  occafioned  there- 
by.”  This  refolution  being  carried,, 
it  was  farther  moved  by  Mr.  Demp¬ 
der,  **  That  an  humble  add  refs  be 
prefented  to  his  majedy,  that  this? 
houfe,  in  confequence  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  moil  gracious  fpeech  from:, 
the  throne,  has  bedowed  condant: 
attention  to  the  lcarcity  and  high/, 
price  of  corn,  and  that  nptwith- 1 
Handing  the  feveral  ddutary  laws 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  ef- 
feeds  of  the  high  price  and  fcarcityr  • 
of  corn  are  dill  felt  by  many  of  his. 
majedy’s  loyal  fubjebfs  :  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  evidences  brought  before 
this  houfe,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Highlands  and  northern  parts  of 
Scotland  in  particular,  have  buffer¬ 
ed  mod  feverely  from  the  latenefs  of 
the  late  harved,  whereby  their  corn 
while  green  was  covered  with  fno’w, 
and  in  many  places  was  not  gather¬ 
ed 
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ed  in  till  the  month  of  December, 
and  then  in  a  very  bad  condition  : 
that  the  crop  of  potatoes,  on  which 
the  faid  inhabitants  principally  de¬ 
pend  for  fupport,  was  alio  deilrov- 
ed  by  the  froft :  that  many  of  the 
faid  inhabitants  being  thereby  re¬ 
duced  to  indigence,  will  either  be 
eonftrained  to  emigrate,  or  be  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  .perifning  for  want 
of  food,  unlefs  timely  meafures  be 
deviled  for  their  relief:  that  the 
diftreiles  occafioned  by  famine  be¬ 
ing  generally  mod:  extreme  in  the 
dimmer  months  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  new  harvell,  when  this 
houfe  may  not  be  fitting ;  that  for 
thefe  reafons  it  is  necelhiry  mod  hum¬ 
bly  to  befeech  his  majelty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  give 
fuch  directions  as  may  lead  mo  ft  ef¬ 
fectually  to  avert  the  evils  that  are 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  above 
calamitous  hate  of  the  northern 
parts  of  Scotland ;  and  to  allure 
his  majelty,  that  this  houfe  will 
make  good,  out  of  the  fir  ft  aids 
that  ill  all  be  granted  by  parli¬ 
ament,  fuch  expences  as  fhall  be  in¬ 
curred  by  his  majelty  in  relieving' 
the  mifery  to  which  his  majelty ’s 
unhappy  i  objects  may  he  reduced 
by  this  moft  deplorable  calami¬ 
ty.” 

This  motion  was  ’carried  without 
oppofition.  Lord  North  now  turn¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  the  commons 
to  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  explained  the  peculiarity  of 
their  condition.  It  was  Hill  necef- 
fary  to  move  the  feveral  eltimates 
of  the  civil  eftablilhments  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  if  and  of  St.  John,  Eaft 
and  Weft  Florida,  Georgia,  and 
Senegambia  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
As  this  cireumflance  might  appear 
furprifing  to  many  members,  fince 
fome  of  thefe  places  were  not  now 
in  our  poffeffion,  heconfidered  him- 
felf  as  called  upon  to  fatisfy  their 
doubts.  The  fums  to  be  voted  for 


difeharging  the  falarles  of  the  civil 
officers  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida, 
Georgia  and  Senegambia,  which 
belonged  to  us  no  longer,  were  not 
intended  lor  the  continuance  of 
the  civil  eftablilhments,  but  to  de¬ 
fray  the  arrears  due  to  the  officers 
till  Midfu miner  next,  from  which 
period  their  emoluments  were  to 
ceafe.  This  accordingly  would  be 
the  laft  application  to  parliament  in 
refpedt  to  thofe  provinces,  with  the 
exception  ol  Eaft  Florida,  the  ci¬ 
vil  officers  and  the  inhabitants  of 
which  would  not  be  fo  ealily  remov¬ 
ed.  There  might,  therefore,  be  a 
neceffity  of  applying  for  a  farther  aid 
to  them.  The  amount  of  the  civil 
eftablilhment  of  the  iflaiid  of  St. 
John,  was  nearly  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  laft  year.  But  with 
regard  to  Nova  Scoria,  there  was  a 
final!  difference  which  arofe  from 
the  circumftance,  that  colonel  Fan¬ 
ning  was  appointed  governor  of  it, 
with  a  (alary  of  five  hundred  pounds 
per  annum.  To  this  appointment 
he  had  been  conducted  by  his  me¬ 
rits,  his  fufferinys  in  the  caufe  of 
his  country,  and  his  unlhaken  loy¬ 
alty  to  his  fovereign.  An  addition  of 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year  had  alfo 
been  made  to  the  falary  of  the  chief 
juftice,  which  increased  it  to  nine 
hundred  pounds  per  annum.  Thefe 
peculiarities,  with  a  few  others,  ren¬ 
dered  it  expedient  to  extend  the  pre¬ 
lent  eftablilhment  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  one  which  had  preceded  it. 
His  lordfhip  having  made  thefe 
obfervations,  moved  the  following 
refolu.tions. 

“  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  five 
thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
three  pounds,  nine  (hillings,  and 
five  pence,  be  granted  to  his  rna- 
jelly  for  defraying  the  civil  eftablilh¬ 
ment  of  Nova  Scotia,  from  theft  rib 
day  of  January,  1783,  to  the  nr  ft 
day  of  January,  17^4. 

“  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  three 

CP 

thou  fend, 


BRITISH  AND 


12& 

thou  (and  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  be  granted  to  his  majefty  for 
defraying  the  civil  eftablilliment  of 
Eait  Florida,  From  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1782,  to  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1783. 

“  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  four 
thoufmd  nine  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  pounds,  four  flTillings,  and  one 
penny,  be  granted  to  his  majefty 
to  defray  the  falaries  due  to  the  civil 
officers  of  the  late  province  of  Weft 
Florida,  to  the  24th  day  of  June, 
1783. 

44  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  three 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  be  granted  to  his  majefty 
for  defraying  the  civil  eftablifhment 
of  the  iilaiid  of  Sr.  John,  from  the 
firft  day  of  January,  1783,  to  the 
fir  ft  day  of  January,  1784. 

44  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  three 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  be  granted  to  his  majefty  for 
payment  of  the  falaries  of  the  civil 
officers  of  the  province  of  Georgia, 
from  the  24th  day  of  June,  1782, 
to  the  2  4th  day  of  J une,  1783. 

44  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  be  granted  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  for  defraying  the  falaries  of 
the  civil  officers  of  the  lare  pro¬ 
vince  of  Senegambia,  to  the  24th 
day  of  June,  1 7 83 

T  Thefe  refolutions  paffied 

June  11.  wjtj:10Ut;  difficulty.  A 

petition  was  now  prefented  by  the 
fheriffs  from  the  lord  mayor,  aider- 
men,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  affem- 
bled.  It  complained  of  the  bill  for 
repealing  the  act  fqr  charging  a 
flump  duty  upon  inland  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  promifiory  notes,  or  other 
notes  payable  othervvife  than  upon  de¬ 
mand  ;  and  for  granting  new  ftamp- 
d.uties  on  bills  of  exchange,  promil- 
fory  and  other  notes  ;  and  alfo 


ftamp  duties  on  receipts  ;  and  fet 
forth  that  there  were  certain  claufes 
and  provi lions  contained  in  the  faid 
bill,  which  the  petitioners  appre-> 
hended,  in  cafe  the  fame  flioitld  pafs 
into  a  law,  would  be  very  injurious 
to  the  manufactures,  trade,  and 
commerce  of  the  kingdom.  It  there¬ 
fore  entreated  and  prayed,  that  the 
petitioners  might  be  heard  by  their 
counfel  again  ft  the  laid  claufes  and 
provisions ;  and  that  they  ffiould 
have  fuch  relief  as  the  houfe  ffiould 
think  to  be  expedient  and  proper. 

The  lord  mayor  infifted  on  the 
jufticeof  this  petition,  and  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  thgt  counfel  fhould  be  heard 
againft  the  bill  of  which  it  com- 
plained.  Sir  Grey  Cooper  urged 
the  impropriety  or  hearing  counfel 
againft  a  tax  propofed  as  a  means  of 
paying  the  intereft  of  the  loan 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 
In  the  beft  of  times,  and  by  the  belt 
of  men,  it  had  been  allowed  to  be 
a  wife,  expedient,  and  a  politic  regu¬ 
lation,  to  rejedt  every  petition  of¬ 
fered  againft  a  tax  for  the  current 
year.  This  rule  had  even  grown 
into  an  invariable  pradice.  This 
rule  and  praCtice  might  be  traced 
back  to  the  year  1693,  when  a 
number  of  petitions  were  prefented 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  againft  the 
propofed  taxes.  Upon  various  and 
juft  confiderations,  the  danger  and 
impropriety  of  fuch  petitions  ftruck 
the  houfe  fo  forcibly,  that  they  en¬ 
tered  into  a  refolution  to  rejeCt  them 
uniformly  in  the  future.  It  was  al¬ 
fo  well  known,  that  in  the  year 
1733,  when  the  famous  general 

excife  fcheme  was  in  agitation. 

<_>  * 

a  great  variety  of  petitions  from 
London,  and  other  cities  and  towns, 
defiring  to  be  heard  by  counfel 
againft  it,  were  prefented  ;  and  that 
the  houle  was  mature  and  clear  in 
rejeCUng  them.  He  was,  therefore, 
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decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  cirv 
of  London,  in  the  prefen t  inilance, 
ihould  not  be  heard  by  their  counfel. 

The  lord  mayor  denied  that  the 
rule  appealed  to  had  been  invariably 
adhered  to.  He  hated  the  cafe  of  the 
houfe-tax,  when  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  were  heard  by  counfel  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.  Sir 
Charles  Bamfield  declared,  that  he 
found  himfelf  in  an  awkward  iitu- 
ation.  He  had  engaged  to  prefen c 
a  petition  from  the  city  of  Exeter, 
limilar  in  every  refpedt  to  that 
which  had  been  lent  up  by  the  city 
of  London.  The  fpeaker intimated 
that  it  had  been  long  the  practice 
of  the  commons,  in  copfideration 
of  the  importance  of  the.  city  of 
London,  to  receive  anv  petition  of¬ 
fered  by  its  (he riffs,  without  having 
any  previous  notification  of  its  con¬ 
tents.  It  was  impoffible,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  nature  and  purpofe  of 
fuch  a  petition  could  be  known,  till 
it  had  been  read  at  the  table.  But 
with  regard  to  any  other  city,  or  to 
any  town,  or  county  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  no. petition  could  be  received, 
wnlefs  a  member  Ihould  rife  in  his 
place,  hate  the  nature  of  it,  and 
move  for  leave  to  bring  it  up. 
This,  no  doubt,  was  unwritten  law  ; 
but  it  had  the  fandtion  of  ufage  and 
univerfality,  and  could  not  be  dis¬ 
puted. 

Lord  North  animadverted  on  the 
houfe-tax,  which,  he  faid,  had  no 
relation  to  the  cafe  in  point.  That 
Was  not  a  petition  againft  a  tax  to 
make  good  the  intereft  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year  ;  nor  was  the  city  heard 
by  their  counfel  upon  a  plea  of  this 
fort.  They  petitioned,  and  were 
heard  againft  a  regulating  tax  in 
agitation  the  fecond  year  after  infti- 
Hition  of  the  tax  itfelf.  !t  was 
found  that  the  tax  was  unproductive ; 
and  that  certain  regulations  were  ne- 


ceftary  to  prevent  the  evafion  of  it* 
A  bill  therefore  was  brought  in* 
fraught  with  thefe  regulations,  and 
calculated  to  improve  the  mode  of 
its  collection.  The  bill  refpectiog 
the  houfe-tax  was  profeftedly  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend,  and  not  a 
bill  to  impofea  new  tax. 

The  lord  mayor  did  not  imagine 
that  it  would  excite  the  envy  or  re¬ 
lent  men  t  of  any  other  city,  if  Lon¬ 
don,  the  metropolis  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  Ihould  be  permitted  to  be 
heard  by  counfel  againft  the,  tax,. 
London  was  the  guardian  and  the 
proteCtor  of  the  commercial  inter- 
ells  of  the  nation ;  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fect  inilance,  her  foie  view  was  to 
prevent  inconvenience  to  trade, 

JL 

The  interells  of  every  other  city 
and  town,  were  connected  infepa- 
rably  with  hers  ;  and  they  would 
furely  be  dilpofed  to  fupport  her  m 
her  endeavours  to  procure  a  relief 
or  which  the  operation  was  exten- 
live  and  general. 

Mr.  Fox  obierved,  that  the  city 
of  London  had  the  indifputed  pri¬ 
vilege  Oi  having  their  petitions  re¬ 
ceived  without  a  previous  advertife- 
ment  of  their  contents.  The  privi¬ 
lege,  however,  was  of  little  value* 
For  the  moment  that  its  purpofes 
were  underftood,  the  honfe  might 
refufe  to  take  it  into  confideratloo. 
To  fay  that  the  tax  was  a  bad  one, 
becaufe  there  were  numerous  com¬ 
plaints  againft  it,  was  a  fallacious 
argument.  This  was  a  proof  that 
the  tax  would  be  productive  ;  that 
it  would  not  be  partial  but  general; 
that  it  would  not  be  fevere  upon  a 
few,  but  extend  lightly  overall.  It 
was  a  merit  in  a  tax  that  it  went 
to  affedt  all  ranks  of  men.  Yet 
fuch  a  tax  would  be  unpopular; 
and  every  body  would  exclaim  a- 
gainft  it. 

The  idea  preffed  by  the  lord 
mayor,  tfyat  the  city  of  London 
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fhould  be  heard  by  their  counfel, 
was  generally  reprobated ;  but  be¬ 
ing  unconvinced  by  the  arguments 
ft  a  ted  in  oppofition  to  him,  he  put 
the  matter  to  the  deciiion  of  the 
houfe,  and  loft  tbequeftion  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  1 78  to  1£. 

A  more  general  debate  upon  the 
tax  on  receipts  was  now  commenced 
by  fir  Cecil  Wray,  who  inveighed 
again  ft  it  as  a  moft  partial  expedient ; 
fince  it  would  affedt  the  commercial 


Intereft  in  a' 


great 


degf.ee,  and  be 


hardly  felt  at  all  by  the  landed  gen¬ 
tlemen.  It  had  excited  a  high  alarm 
among  his  conftituents  ;  and  he  had 
in  his  hand  a  petition  again  ft  it  fub- 
fcribed  by  nearly  four  thou  land 
names.  Yielding  therefore  to  their 
inftrudiions,  as  well  as  to  the  con¬ 
viction  of  his  own  mind,  he  urged 
the  houfe  to  rejedfc  it,  and  to  prevail 
with  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  to  fubftitute  a  tax  in  its  place 
lefs  oppreffive  and  obnoxious.  The 
tax  on  receipts  was  not  properly  a 
tax  on  the  rich.  It  affe&ed  moft 
the  middling  ranks  of  men,  and 
was  laid  very  partially.  It  would 
fall  fo  heavily  upon  fome  traders, 
that  it  would  fubjedt  them  annually 
to  a  fum  not  lefs  than  two  hundred 
pounds.  It  was  a  general  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  all  taxes  fhould  have  a 
reference  to  the  expenditure  or  the 
confumption  of  the  perfonor  the  arti¬ 
cle  taxed.  Now  this  tax  was  impoled  fo 
unequally,  that  while  it  would  be  felt 
feverely  by  fome  orders  of  men,  it 
would  touch  others  very  (lightly.  He 
thought,  that  inftead  of  a  tax  that 
would  clog  all  money  tranfadfions, 
it  would  be  a  vvifer  expedient  to  lay 
an  additional  land  tax.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  land  tax,  fo  far* 
from  being  too  high,  was,  in  rea¬ 
lity,  too  low.  This  dodfrine  might 
be  unpopular  in  the  houie,  but  it 
was  folid,  and  not  to  be  controvert¬ 
ed,  The  abolition  of  the  right  of 


franking  was  alfo  another  proper 
plan  for  railing  the  revenue.  It 
might  be  right  that  the  letters  to 
members  of  parliament  fnould  come 
free  ;  but  they  ought  not,  furely, 
to  be  indulged  in  the  vanity  of  ex¬ 
empting  other  men  from  paying 
their  taxes.  He  ftated,  that  the 
abolition  of  the  cuftom  of  franking, 
would  produce  twenty  tboufand 
pounds  ;  and  that  an  additional 
penny  on  the  poftage  of  all  letters, 
would  be  another  proper  fource  of 
revenue.  He  therefore  moved, 
u  That  the  tax  bill  fhould  be  re¬ 
committed.” 

Mr.  fecretary  Fox  declared,  that' 
it  was  very  difagreable  to  him  to 
vote  in  oppofition  to  a  refpedtable 
body  of  his  conftituents,  who  had 
inftrudted  him  to  employ  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  prevent  the  tax  on  receipts. 
He  was,  not withitanding,  convinced, 
in  his  own  mind,  that  the  objecti¬ 
ons  they  entertained  again  ft  the  tax, 
were  founded  in  a  mifapprehenfion 
of  its  nature,  and  that  it  included 
within  its  bofom  no  real  caufe  for 
alarm.  Accordingly,  while  fome  of 
his  conftituents  were  hoftile  to  it, 
there  were  others  of  them  who  be¬ 
llowed  upon  it  their  ft  nee  re  appro¬ 
bation.  With  regard  to  himfelf, 
however,  he  had  uniformly  de¬ 
clared  it  as  his  fentiment,  that  a  re— 
prefentative  was  not  bound  in  all 
cafes  to  facrifice  his  own  judgment  to 
the  mftrudfions  and  opinions  of  his 
conftituents.  And,  perhaps,  there’ 
was  no  objedt  whatever  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  conftderation,  in  which  a  re- 
prefentative  was  lefs  bound  to  obey 
the  hi  rediions  of  his  conftituents, 
than  on  the  topic  of  a  tax.  A  tax 
was  ever  argued  upon  with  impro¬ 
priety  without  doors.  In  that  houfe 
it  was  underftood  the  moft  clearly. 
The  people  argued  from  what  they 
individually  felt,  and  not  upon  prin¬ 
ciples.  But  the  members  of  the 

houfe 


FOREIGN  HIS'TORY, 


12  9 


Loufe  aecuftomed  to  bufinefs  de¬ 
bated  the  merit  of  a  tax  compara¬ 
tively,  and  took  in  the  idea  that  a 
tax  productive  to  a  certain,  amount 
muft  be  impofed*  It  could  judge  of 
two  taxes,  whether  they  wrould  be 
more  or  iefs  burthenfome,  and  could 
give  the  preference  definitively  and 
with  judgment.  It  was  in  this  view 
ot  the  tax  upon  receipts  that  the 
houfe  had  bellowed  upon  it  their 
fanCtion,  It  was  always  upon  this 
ground  of  comoarifon  that  '  taxes 
were  to  be  judged  of*  It  was  not 
proper  to  inflame  the  people  with¬ 
out  doors  about  them,  to  pronounce 
them  to  be  abfolutely  bad,  and  to 
foment  difcontents  and  clamour. 

To  obtain  petitions  againft  a  tax 
including  a  great  variety  of  names 
was  very  eafy,  'and  very  immateri¬ 
al  :  no  fure  argument  could  be 
founded  upon  a  praCtice  of  this  fort. 
Alter  a  clamour  has  been  railed 
without  doors  againft  a  tax,  a  meet- 

«•  ^  <3  ' 

mg  of  individuals  who  are  affeCted 
by  it  is  called.  The  performs  com- 
poling  this  meeting,  even  if  they 
were  not  affeCted  by  the  tax,  are 
Improper  judges  of  it.  But  being 
concerned  to  efcape  from  it,  and 
having  their  own  intereft  folely  in 
view,  refolutions  are  propofed  to 
them  which  they  greedily  fwallow. 
A  petition  is  drawn  up :  the  per- 
ions  agreeing  to  the  refolutions  fub- 
icribe  it,  and  it  is  carried  about  to 
be  fubfcribed  by  other  perfons  of 
the  fame  defcription.  What  is  this 
but  to  trifle  with  public  affairs  ?  and 
to  be  ftrenuous  to  fallen  an  unme¬ 
rited  odium  upon  minifters  ?  To 
encourage  fuch  olans  is  the  bull- 
nels  of  faCtion,  folly,  and  idlenefs. 

To  increafe  the  land-tax  was  of 
all  projeris  the  molt  violent  and  ab- 
furd.  It  was  agreed  upon  every 
hand  that  this  tax  was  of  all  others 
the  moft  partial.  For  the  land¬ 
holder  flrll  pays  for  his  land  ;  and 
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then  contributes  equally  with  every 
other  perfon  to  almoft  every  other; 
tax.  The  abolition  of  the  privi- 
ledge  of  franking  might  doubtlefs 
be  thought  of  with  propriety «  but  if 
ever  it  fhould  become  a  fubjeCt  of  con- 
fideration  to  the  commons,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  retain  the  priviledge  in 
any  degree.  The  letters  to  the 
members  of  parliament  ought  to 
be  taxed  as  well  as  thofe  to  ever/ 
other  perfon.  if  the  abolition  was 
to  be  made  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  to¬ 
tal,  and  without  refer  various  of  ally 
kind. 

The  tax  on  receipts  was  in  every 
refpeCt  fair  and  right*  It  was  lb 
conftruCted  as  to  guard  the  poof 
from  oppreffion*  Even  to  the  rich 
it  offered  no  compulfion*  It  was 
optional,  and  therefore  a  tax  upon 
luxury  ;  for  a  receipt  Was  a  matter 
for  which  there  was  no  abfolute  ne« 
ceflity.  He  could  not  perceive  that 
this  tax  was  open  to  any  one  rea- 
fonable  or  fubftantial  objection. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  conceived  that  as 
the  proviflon  of  taxes  for  fupply* 
ing  the  neceftities  of  the  Hate  was  the 
moft  difficult  ol  all  the  duties  of  a 
minifter,  the  railing  of  obftruCtiong 
to  them  could  only  be  juftified  by 
the  moft  urgent  and  forcible  confi- 
derations.  At  the  fame  time  it  was 
juft  and  right  that  the  houfe  fhould 
obtain  every  poflible  information 
with  regard  to  the  taxes.  In  the 
prefent  cafe  it  ought  to  enquire  in¬ 
to  the  probable  effects  of  the  bill* 
As  thetruftees  of  the  people  it  ought 
to  examine  it  with  minute  and  an-* 
xious  attention.  The  payments  of 
every  man  fhould  be  in  proportion 
to  his  wealth  ;  and  no  clafs  of  in¬ 
dividuals  fhould  be  feleCted  from  the 
mafs  of  the  people  to  be  made  the 
objects  of  a  fevers  or  peculiar  op- 
preflion. 

Upon  its  face  the  tax  underr  can- 
fideration  has  indeed  an  air  of  itn- 
1  partiality* 
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partiality.,  But  the  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don  have  pronounced  it  to  be  par¬ 
tial  to  extremity  ;  and  that  while  its 
burdens  will  hardly  be  felt  by  the 
landed  intereft,  it  will  weigh  down 
the  commercial  with  a  heavy  op- 
preftion.  To  the  country  gentle¬ 
man  it  operates  as  a  tax  upon  in¬ 
come  ;  and  not  on  the  property  from 
which  that  income  is  derived.  It  is 
a  tax  upon  the  two  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  which  he  fpends ;  and  not 
on  the  firry  thoufand  pounds  which 
make  up  the  value  of  his  eftate. 
Now  to  a  perfon  in  trade  it  is  a  tax 
upon  the  whole  amount  of  his  capi¬ 
tal  ;  for  his  capital,  or  at  leaf!  the 
greateft  part  of  it,  is  laid  out  by 
him  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  If 
therefore  he  fhould  employ  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  in  his  bufinefs, 
the  tax  will  operate  upon  the  whole 
of  that  fum  ;  and  he  will  pay  to¬ 
wards  it  twenty-five  times  more  than 
the  country  gentleman  who  has  an 
equal  fortune. 

By  the  lpirit  of  the  adt  every  gen¬ 
tleman  may  at  his  pleafure  throw 
the  expence  of  the  tax  upon  his 
tradefman.  He  will  fay  to  him, 
64  If  I  pay  you  this  bill  you  mult 
give  me  a  legal  difcharge.”  The 
tradefman  may  indeed  fay,  44  It  is 
you  who  muft  provide  the  ftamp.” 
But  the  gentleman  might  reply  to 
him,  44  It  is  enough  tor  me  that  I 
pay  you  the  money  :  I  cannot  take 
the  trouble  of  providing  you  with 
ftarnps ;  and  if  you  difturb  me  with 
your  impertinence,  I  muft  give  my 
cuftom  to  thofe  who  are  worthy  of 
it.”  The  tradefman  is,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  in  a  fttuation  where  he  muft 
fubmit,  or  endanger  his  ruin.  Now 
fince  the  expence  of  the  lfamp  muft 
fall  on  him  who  gives  the  receipt, 
what  will  a  country  gentleman  pay 
for  the  receipts  he  is  to  give  to  his 
tenants  ?  The  queftion  is  obvious. 
He  will  not  pay  more  than  forty 


ftiillings  per /annum.  But  it  will 
turn  out  very  differently  with  the 
merchant  and  trader.  Commercial 
houfes  in  the  city  of  London  will 
pay  to  this  tax  from  ten  pounds  to 
two  hundred  a  year;  an  expence 
that  is  oppreffive  and  moft  unequal. 

It  is  a  rule  of  policy,  that  every 
individual  fhould  contribute  to  the 
neceiiities  of  the  ftate,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  revenue  he  enjoys  under 
its  protedtion.  This  rule  has  a  deep 
foundation  in  the  nature  of  civil  ib- 
ciety,  and  in  the  immutability  of 
juftice.  It  might  be  afked,  there¬ 
fore,  with  propriety,  what  have  the 
merchants  and  traders  done,  that 
they  fhould  be  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  this  rule.  To  opprefs 
them  is  individually  an  infult  to 
them  ;  and  it  adts  as  a  ftab  to  com¬ 
merce.  it  muft  bring  down  ruin 
upon  the  trade  and  manuiadlures 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  people  appeal  againft  the 
tax,  not  only  to  the  juftice,  but  to 
the  humanity  of  the  houfe.  After 
having  borne  with  patience  the  bur¬ 
dens  of  a  cruel  and  unneceft'ary  war, 
they  beg  not  to  be  fubjedted  to  a  tax 
more  ruinous  and  cruel  than  any 
which  they  have  hitherto  endured » 
The  merchants  in  particular,  after 
having  contributed  beyond  their 
proper  proportion  in  fuftaining  the 
weight  of  a  moft  expenfive  war, 
Infill  not  to  be  fingled  out  as  the  ob- 
jedts  of  a  peculiar  and  refined  op- 
prefiion.  They  alk  not  for  any  in¬ 
dulgence.  They  are  willing  to  fuf- 
tain  the  fhare  that  belongs  to  them 
in  the  taxes  of  their  country  ;  but 
they  folicit  that  no  double  portion 
may  be  forced  upon  them.  After 
fufteri-ng  calamities,  they  deprecate 
the  wantonnefs  of  oppreifion.  They 
deli  re  to  be  treated  as  men,  and  not. 
to  be  infulted  as  Haves.  They  are 
ready  to  fubmit  to  a  juft  afleftment 
of  -their  means.  But  they  muft  re- 

mon  Urate 
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Mon  11  rate  again ftjnjuftice,  and  can- 
not  but  recollect  that  they  ought  to 
be  governed  by  the  equality  and  the 
virtue  of  a  free  flare,  and  not  the 
caprice  and  the  violence  of  a  mailer 
or  a  defpot. 

Notwithstanding  the  objections 
-which  were  made  to  the  receipt- tax, 
It  appeared  to  the  generality  of  the 
houfe  to  be  a  wife  and  falutavy  re- 


FI  I  S  T  O  R  Y.  Mi 

gillation.  The  queflion  for  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  bill  was  loll 
without  a  diviiion  *  and  upon  the 
third  reading  it  was  palled. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers  petitions  a- 
gainft  it  were  prefented  by  mer¬ 
chants  and  traders,  and  by  the  city 
of  London ;  but  thefe  obstructions 
were  unavailing ;  and  there  it  was' 
agreed  to  without  any  amendment. 


C  H  A  P.  XVII. 

Reduction  of  the  Army ,  Eftimates*  Ne-zv  Army  Regulations.  Bill  for  taking 
azuay  the  Right  of  Compounding  for  the  Duty  on  Malt  made  for  private 
Confumption*  Petition  of  the  American  Loyal fs.  Bill  for  their  Relief. 


^'1“^ HE  houfe  of  commons  being 
j|  difpofed  to  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  army  eflimates  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  current  year,  colonel 
Fitzpatrick,  the  Secretary  at  war, 
j  ^  intimated  that  it  was  a  plea- 
Ju"v  5  3°  ling  circumflance  to  him 
to  have  it  in  his  power  to  announce 
the  intention  of  his  majefty  to  make 
a  very  considerable  reduction  in  his 
army.  No  more  than  fixty-foiir 
regiments  of  infantry  were  to  be 
kept  on  foot,  excepting  out  of  this 
regulation  the  Sixty-fifth  and  the 
Sixty-eighth  regiments,  which  were 
to  be  upheld  in  the  room  of  two  re¬ 
giments  now  in  India,  in  the  pay 
of  the  Company.  The  cavalry 
alfo  were  to  be  greatly  reduced. 
The  principle  of  thefe  reductions 
was  oeconomy.  But  while  it  was 
right  to  confult  this  principle  in  the 
prefent  condition  of  the  empire,  it 
Was  no  lefs  expedient  to  proceed  up¬ 
on  it  with  a  due  conlideration  to  the 
fafety  of  the  country.  On  this 
ground  it  was  proper  to  reft  and  to 
paufe  ;  ami  a  queftion  very  natural¬ 
ly  prefented  itfelf,  whether  in  a  re¬ 
duction  it  was  moft  eligible  to  pre-* 


fer  Strong  battalions  thinly  officered, 
or  thill  battalions  Strongly  officered* 

o  J 

The  point  had  undergone  a  Scru¬ 
tiny  and  attention  and  as  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  a  private  Soldier  was  very 
Soon  formed  when  placed  among 
veterans  ;  but  that  it  was  a  difficult 
matter-  to  form  an  officer ;  he  was 
firmly  inclined  to  prefer  thin  bat¬ 
talions  Strongly  officered.  Upon 
this  wav  of  thinking,  a  determina¬ 
tion  had  been  taken  to  reduce  the 
companies  from  ten  to  eight,  except; 
in  the  guards  and  houfehold  troops* 
At  the  fame  time  it  was  propoled 
that  the  captains  of  the  two  reduced 
companies  Should  remain  in  full  pay. 
He  alfo  adverted  to  a  Saving  which 
would  be  uladeftn  confequencC  of  ail 
intended  converfion  of  two  regR 

<  O 

rrtents  of  heavy  dragoons  into  light 
horfe,  for  the  purpdfe  of  giving  af- 
liftance  in  the  prevention  of  Smug¬ 
gling.  Upon  the  reduction  of  the 
force  beyond  the  Sea,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  advance  any  resolutions 
or  opinion.  The  regulations,  how¬ 
ever,  which  'were  about  to  take 
place  in  the  army,  might  produce  a 
Saving  to  the  amount  of  one  hud- 
X  3  dr®4 
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drcd  thoufand  pounds.  He  moved 
accordingly  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions. 

u  That  a  number  of  land  forces, 
ncluding  two  thouland  and  thirty 
invalids,  amounting  to  Seventeen 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  effe&ive  men,  com  million  and 
non-commiffion  officers  included,  be 
employed  from  the  2  5th  day  ot  June 
1783,  to  the  24th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  following,  both  incluftve,  being 
183  days. 

“  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  and  eight  thoufand 
two  hundred  feventy-feven  pounds, 
fix  fliillings  and  three  pence  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majefty  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  1 7,483  effective  men,  for 
guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his 
majefty’s  land  forces  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey,  for 
183,  days,  from  the  25th  day  of 
June  1783  to  the  24thday  of  De¬ 
cember  following,  both  inclulive. 

“  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  for¬ 
ty  thoufand  two  hundred  forty-one 
pounds  and  fourteen  (hillings,  be 
granted  to  his  tnajefiy  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  eight  battalions  of 
foot  for  183  days,  from  the  25th 
day  of  June  1783  *°  the  24^ 
of"  December  following,  both  inclu- 
five. 

“  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  thirty-fix  thouland  eight 
hundred  eighty-eight  pounds,  eleven 
Shillings,  and  fix  pence,  be  granted  to 
Iiis  majefty  upon  account  for  defray¬ 
ing  the  charge  of  his  majefty’s  forces 
ferving  abroad,  exceeding  the  pra- 
pofed  eftabliftiment  for  183  days, 
from  the  25th  pay  of  June  1783  to 
the  24th  day  of  December  follow¬ 
ing,  both  inclulive. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
thirty-eight  thoufand  pounds,  four¬ 
teen  (hillings,  and  three  pence,  be 
granted  to  his  majefty  for  defray •» 


ing  the  charge  of  five  provincial 
corps  formed  in  North  America , 
for  183  days,  from  the  25th  day 
of  April  1783  to  the  24th  day 
of  Odiober  following,  both  inclu* 
five. 

i6  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  five  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  forty  two  pounds,  and  twelve 
(hillings,  be  granted  to  his  majefty 
for  maintaining  his  majefty’s  forces 
and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and 
Africa,  including  thofe  in  garrifon 
at  Gibraltar,  for  183  days,  from 
the  23th  day  of  June  1783  to  the 
24th  day  of  December  following, 
both  inclulive. 

4  *  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  thirty-fevers 
pounds,  and  eight  (hilling,  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majelly  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  full  pay  to  the  commif- 
fioned  officers  reduced  with  the  ninth 
and  tenth  companies  of  feveral  re¬ 
giments  of  foot,  for  183  days,  from 
the  23th  day  of  June  1783  to  the 
24th  day  of  December  fallowings 
both  inclulive. 

“  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  eight 
thouland  one  hundred  thirty-one 
pounds,  thirteen  (hillings,  and  eight 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  majefty  for 
the  pay  of  the  general,  and  general 
ftaff  officers  in  Great  Britain,  for  1 83 
days,  from  the  25th  day  of  June 
1783  to  the  24th  day  of  December 
following,  both  incluftve.” 

Thefe  refactions  were  agreed  t& 
without  difficulty ;  and  the  com¬ 
mons  foon  after  conlidering  that  the 
ferjeants  of  the  army  were  a  meri¬ 
torious  body  of  men,  concurred  in 
opinion  that  two  hundred  of  them?. 
who  were  infirm,  ffiould  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  king’s  letter  lift.  By  this 
bounty  one  (hilling  per  day  was 
now  to  goto  four  bundled  men  who- 
had  fpent  their  lives  in  the  fervice 
of  the  public  3  and  whofe  infirm i- 
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ties  and  age  precluded  them  from 
farther  exertions. 

This  regulation  was  followed  by 
a  meafure  not  lefs  humane  and  li¬ 
beral.  Lord  Mulgrave  hated  the 
miferable  condition  of  the  widows 
of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
ftrenuouflv  contended  that  a  proper 
relief  fhould  be  adminiftered  to 
them.  An  attempt  fo  reafonable  was 
feconded  and  applauded  from  every 
quarter.  It  was  accordingly  re- 
folved  by  the  houfe,  That  an 
humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty,  humbly  to  befeech 
his  majefty,  that  he  will  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  take  the  cafe  of 
the  poor  widows  of  captains,  lieu¬ 
tenants,  and  mailers  of  his  majefty’s 
navy  into  his  coniideration,  and  to 
make  fitch  farther  and  certain  pro- 
vifton  for  their  fupport,  in  addition 
to  the  proportion  which  they  are  at 
prefent  intitled  to,  of  the  three 
pence  in  the  pound  on  the  pay  of 
comrniffion  and  warrant  officers,  and 
of  the  wages  and  victuals  of  the  wi¬ 
dows  men,  when  fuch  proportion 
fliali  not  amount  to  forty-five  pounds 
per  annum  for  a  captain’s  widow, 
and  thirty  pounds  per  annum  for  a 
lieutenant’s  and  mafter’s  widow,  as 
his  majefty  in  his  great  wlfdom  fhall 
think  fit,  fo  as  that  the  faid  annui¬ 
ty,  including  the  aforefaid  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  three  pence  in  the  pound, 
and  of  the  wages  and  victuals  of  the 
widows  men  to  each  captain’s  wi¬ 
dow  (hail  not  exceed  forty-five 
pounds  per  annum,  and  to  each 
lieutenant’s  and  mafter’s  widow  thir¬ 
ty  pounds  per  annum ;  and  to  af- 
fure  his  majefty  that  this  houfe  will 
make  good  fuch  ex  pence  as  fhall  be 
incurred  on  that  account.” 

This  addrefs  was  received  moft 
gracioufty  by  his  majefty ;  and  the 
earl  Ludlow  was  commanded  by 
him  to  report  to  the  commons  that 


he  would  give  Ids  diredions  to  car¬ 
ry  it  into  execution. 

The  commons  proceed-  T 
ingin  the  national  affairs,  June 
lord  John  Cavendifh  brought  for« 
ward  “  A  bill  for  taking  away  from 
the  commiffioners  of  Excife  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland  the  power  of  com¬ 
pounding  with  perfons  making  malt 
not  to  fell,  but  to  be  confirmed  in 
their  private  families.” 

To  this  bill  it  was  objeded  by  Mr. 
Hill,  that  it  would  infringe  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjed.  To  allow  ex- 
cifemen  to  enter  into  private  houfes 
at  their  pleafure  was  an  ad  of  ty¬ 
rannic  power.  Againftthe  bill  there¬ 
fore  there  was  in  full  force  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  which  had  been  applied  a- 
gain  ft  the  cyder-tax  ;  and  what  had 
been  faid  on  that  occafion  by  the  great 
lord  Chatham,  might  now  be  re¬ 
peated  with  the  greateft  propriety. 
It  was  obferved  by  that  confirm- 
mate  politician,  “  That  every  Eng- 
lifliman’s  houfe,  however  mean  if 
might  be,  was  his  caftle.  If  it  were 
a  wretched  clod  hovel  without  ei¬ 
ther  door  or  window ;  if  it  were 
even  fuch  a  one  as  the  rain  and  the 
wind  could  enter, ftill  the  king  could 
not  enter.  Thus  the  poor  man’s 
hut  was  his  afylum,  and  place  of 
fecurity ;  not  becaufe  it  was  gar- 
rifoned  by  walls  and  bulwarks,  but 
becaufe  it  had  no  need  of  fuch  pro- 
tedors ;  fince  the  laws  of  a  free 
country  were  his  defence  and  pro- 
tedion  againftthe  vifits  of  arbitrary 
invaders.” 

It  was  contended  that  as  the  per® 
fons  compounding  for  the  malt  du¬ 
ty  committed  fo  many  frauds,  the 
right  fliould  be  taken  from  them. 
To  hold  out  this  fad  and  conclu- 
lion  as  an  argument,  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  proper.  He  would  be 
equally  juft  in  affirming,  that  all 
honed  men  fliould  be  hanged  from 
1 3  '  the 
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the  fear  that  any  rogue  fhould  ef-  to  difcover  and  to  prevent  them  ? 


cape.  Becaufe  fome  frauds  were 
committed,  was  it  right  to  involve 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty  ?  Was 
it  not  g.  violation  of  juflice  to  de¬ 
prive  an  honed  man  of  the  privi- 
ledge  of  compounding  for  his  malt, 
becaufe  his  roguifh  neighbour  fold 
the  malt  for  which  he  compounded  ? 
This  method  of  proceeding  was  as 
\ inhuman  as  that  of  Herod,  who 
commanded  that  all  the  young  chil¬ 
dren  throughout  Bethlehem  fhould 
be  put  to  death,  in  order  that  the 
facred  infant  fhould  not  efcape. 
The  expedient  was  dreadful ;  yet 
the  mercilefs  tyrant  failed  of  his 
purpofe.  It  was  his  wifh  that  every 
fimilar  expedient  fhould  be  inef¬ 
fectual.  The  bill  in  its  fpirit  was 
totally  oppofite  to  the  temper  and 
yenius  of  the  Englifh  conilitution  ; 
and  he  could  not  think  of  it  for  one 
moment  without  horror  and  indig¬ 
nation. 

Mr.  Huffey  pronounced  the  bill 
to  be  juft  and  neceifary.  No  real 
pr  folid  argument  could  be  hated  a- 
gainh  it.  The  point  it  held  in  view 
was  the  fecuritv  of  the  revenue ; 
a  n  d ,  u  n  d  e  r  o  u  r  p  r  e  fe  n  t  c  i  r  c  u  in  ft  a  n  c  e  s , 
if  its  collection  was  not  rendered 
.efficacious,  the  decline  of  the  na¬ 
tion  mult  enfue. 

Mr.  Pulteney  could  not  confider 
the  bill  as  the  regulation  of  a  tax  ; 
but  as  the  im  petition  of  a  new  tax 
cm  the  fubjebt.  The  law  enabled 
that  gentlemen  fhould  have  a  power 
of  compounding  for  the  malt-tax. 
Now  the  tendency  of  the  prefen  t  bill 
was  to  abrogate  one  tax,  and  to  im- 
pofe  in  its  place  a  new  and  an  odi¬ 
ous  one.  The  thing  was  in  itfclf 
unjufii  liable  :  and  the  pretence  for 
it  was  molt  fallacious.  It  was  laid 
that  various  frauds  were  committed. 
The  alTertion  might  be  true ;  but 
vv&5  it  not  the  duty  of  government 


The  negle&  of  government  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  nation  ;  and  it  was 
infinitely  cruel,  that  its  negligence 
fhould  be  a  foundation  for  heavy 
taxations. 

Mr.  Kenion  oppofed  the  bill,  on 
the  principle  that  it  introduced  a 
new  fyftem  of  revenue  laws.  It 
went  to  the  eflablifhment  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  excife.  Now  the  wit  of  the 
moll  ingenious  man  could  not  prove 
that  any  other  argument  of  weight 
had  been  employed  againfl  the  cyder 
tax,  but  that  it  was  in  effedt  a  ge¬ 
neral  excife.  The  bill,  according-? 
ly  ought  to  be  confidered  with  the 
greatefl  attention.  If  a  tax  on  cy¬ 
der  was  an  oppreifive  tax,  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  prefent  bill  would  not 
be  lefs  fo.  The  fame  reaionings 
were  applicable  againfl  both.  The 
precedent  too,  was  to  the  higheft 
degree, hazardous.  For  if  the  bill 
pafled,  a  cyder-tax  would  foon  fol¬ 
low  ;  and  extenfions  of  the  excife 
laws  take  place,  to  the  moil  cruel 
injury  of  the  country. 

Lord  Surrey  could  not  conceive 
that  there  was  any  thing  in  the  bill 
which  ought  to  raife  an  alarm.  To 
a  tax  on  cyder,  he  confidered  it  not 
as  the  chief  ohjeblion  that  it  threw 
open  private  houfes  to  the  officers  of 
the  excife.  There  were  acrainfl  it 
arguments  far  more  forcible.  Cyder 
in  the  counties  where  it  was  com¬ 
mon  ought  invariably  to  be  confi¬ 
dered  as  on  the  fame  footing  with 
milk  in  other  counties.  It  was  by 
no  means  a  proper  article  of  excife. 
As  to  the  compoiition  which  the  bill 
under  deliberation  was  to  take  away, 
it  was  deflrudlive  to  the  revenue. 
The  annual  amount  of  the  tax  on 
malt  extended  to  one  million,  and 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Now  of  this  tax  the  compofition 
produced  no  more  than  five  thou- 
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fand  pounds.  Of  confequence,  it 
muff  be  a  foundation  for  ruinous 
frauds  ;  and  it  was  the  height  of 
wildnefs  to  objedt  to  a  bill,  of  which 
it  was  the  objedl  to  prevent  thefe 
frauds. 

A  fter  fome  farther  debate  the  bill 
was  agreed  to  by  the  houle,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  ingroffed.  Lord  John 
T  Cavendifh  now  brought 

Jdne  20’  up  to  the  commons,  by 
the  command  of  his  majefty,  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  the  American  loyalilfs. 
It  fated,  that  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war  with  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  great  numbers  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  among  them  fome  of  the 
firft  charade rs,  fortunes,  and  con¬ 
fequence,  were  actuated  by  the  pur- 
eft  principles  of  loyalty  to  their  fo- 
vereign,  by  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
happinefs  they  enjoyed  under  the 
British  government,  and  by  an  ab- 
horrence  againft  every  mealure  tnat 
tended  to  deftroy  the  union  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  Im- 
preffed  with  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  their 
duty,  they  had  openly  oppoled  or 
fteadily  refufed,  during  the  progvefs 
of  the  conteft,  to  join  in  the  mea¬ 
sures  which  have  fo  unfortunately 
terminated  in  the  difmemberm'ent 
of  the  empire.  It  was  in  vain  that 
many  allurements  were  held  out  to 
tempt  them  from  their  allegiance; 
and  though  their  loyalty  expofed 
them  to  a  variety  of  Ioffes  and  dif- 
trefs,  it  remained  not  only  undimi- 
nifhed,  but  even  grew  under  the 
hope  ofprotedion  and  relief,  found¬ 
ed  upon  a  feries  of  acts  and  refolu- 
tions  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  on 
a  proclamation  publiflied  at  St. 
James’s  in  his  majefty’s  name,  on 
declarations  iffued  in  America  by 
his  majefty’s  commiffioners  and  ge¬ 
nerals,  adting  under  the  authority 
of  the  parliament,  and  on  a  variety 
pf  letters  from  his  majefty’s  confi¬ 


dential  fervants,  calling  upon  the 
loyalifts  to  affift  in  fuppteffing.  the 
rebellion,  and  offering  the  moil  fo- 
lemn  affurances  of  his  majefty’s  pa¬ 
ternal  affeftion  and  regard.  Repof- 
ing  the  moil  unlimited  confidence  in 
royal  and  national  acts  and  invita¬ 
tions,  many  thoufands,  attached  to 
the  Britifh  government,  joined 
themfelves  to  the  Engliih  army  ; 
and  many  made  open  and  decided 
avowals  of  their  fidelity  to  the 
crown.  The  confequence  was  in¬ 
evitable.  The  loyalifts  were  ex¬ 
pofed  to  the  hpftility  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  By  the  evacuation  of  Bof- 
ton,  Philadelphia,  Rhode  Ifland, 
New  Jerfey,  Virginia,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  and  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  they  were  obliged  in  great 
numbers  to  abandon  their  families 
and  eftates,  and  to  feck  an  afylutn 
in  the  king’s  garrifons,  or  in  fome 
other  part  of  his  dominions.  Nor 
did  their  misfortunes  end  here. 
They  have  been  attainted  as  trai¬ 
tors,  and  their  effects  have  been, 
confifcated  by  laws  palled  by  the  le- 
giflatures  of  the  feveral  American 
ftates.  Of  thofe  attached  to  the 
crown  many  alfo  have  buffered  an 
ignominious  death  under  the  autho- 
rity  of  laws  founded  in  rebellion 
and  tyranny  ;  and  many  fell  nobly 
fighting  for  their  country.  Many 
widows  and  orphans  have  thus  been 
left  deftitute  of  every  means  of  fup- 
port.  A  very  refpedfable  number 
of  military  and  civil  officer?,  clergy, 
and  profeffional  men  being  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  in  a  fituation  of  the  great  eft 
diftrefs  conceive  that  as  a  prefer- 
vation  of  a  portion  of  the  empire  has 
been  rendered  impoffible  by  the 
events  of  war,  the  Ioffes  fultained 
ought  to  be  equally  diftributed  a- 
mong,  and  borne  by  the  whole  fo- 
cietv.  The  loyalifts,  accordingly, 
clofed  their  petition  by  praying  the 
1 4  commons 
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commons  to  take  their  cafe  into  con- 
£  deration,  to  grant  them  l'uch  relief 
as  their  peculiarly  hard  and  didrefl- 
ing  lituation  might  appear  to  me¬ 
rit,  and  to  permit  them  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  by  counfel, 
if  that  fliould  be  found  to  be  an  ex¬ 
pedient  meafure, 

Lord  John  Cavendith  having  pre¬ 
fen  ted  the  petition  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  loyal; its,  did  not  fail  to  en¬ 
large  upon  its  propriety.  He  in¬ 
filled  on  the  obligations  which  this 
country  owed  to  the  unhappy  de- 
fcription  of  men,  whole  misfor¬ 
tunes  had  arifen  out  of  their  loyal¬ 
ty.  It  vvas  incumbent  upon  par¬ 
liament  to  pay  a  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  them.  The  lituation  of 
this  country  and  its  circumdances 
would,  no  doubt,  direX  and  go¬ 
vern  the  extent  and  proportion  of 
the  relief  to  be  adminidered,  It 
would  be- right  atf  the  fame  time  to 
be  fully  informed  of  the  peculiar 
and  didinX  merit  of  thofe  meritori¬ 
ous  individuals  who  had  incurred 
Calamity  hnd  didrefs.  An  equal 
didribution  to  every  fufferer  would 
be  the  height  of  injudice.  For  the 
edates,  the  facrifices,  and  the  fer- 
vices  of  each  were  very  different. 
He  therefore  intended  to  inditute  a 
commiffion  for  the  purpofe  of  mak¬ 
ing  thofe  inquiries  which  were  ne- 
celfary  for  the  proper  didribution  of 
that  relief,  which  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  might  bedow. 

It  was  his  lincere  wifli  that  the 
United  States  would  aft  with  libe¬ 
rality  upon  this  occalion,  and  lay 
the  feeds  of  future  confidence  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  by  a  ge¬ 
nerous  refolution  to  forget  and  for¬ 
give,  That  this  would  be  their  line 
of  conduct,  he  flattered  himfeif ; 
becaule  it  was  impoffible  but  that  the 
Americans  mud  comprehend  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  friendfliip  of  Great  Britain, 


and  be  fenfible,  that  by  a  clofe  con¬ 
nexion  with  it,  they  would  bed  pro¬ 
mote  and  edablidi  their  intered  and 
drength.  Their  connexion,  how¬ 
ever,  mud  be  a  refult  of  fome  little 
time.  It  was  necefiary  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  happineis  and  prosperity  of  the 
two  countries,  that  their  paffions  and 
prejudices  Ihould  die  away,  and  that 
their  Gfood  humour  and  confidence 

o 

fhould  be  fodered  and  brought  forth. 
He  then  moved  for  leave  to  intro¬ 
duce  4  a  bill  for  appointing commif- 
floners  to  enquire  into  the  circum- 
dances  of  fuch  perfbns  as  are  re¬ 
duced  to  didrefs  by  the  late  unhappy 
diflenfions  in  America.’ 

Sir  Adam  Fergufon  was  convinc- 
ed  that  a  very  driX  enquiry  fhould 
be  made  into  the  didinXive  merits 
of  the  American  loyaliits  claiming 
relief.  He  objeXed  therefore  to  the 
word  circumftances  in  the  motion. 
Its  foundation  was  fo  broad  that  it 
vvas  difficult  to  affix  any  precife 
meaning  to  it.  The  American  loy* 
alids  might,  he  thought,  be  divid¬ 
ed  into  three  clafles.  i.  Thofe 
who  took  up  arms  and  defended  the 
caufe  of  Great  Britain;  2.  Thofe 
who  quitting  America,  and  their 
families,  took  {belter  in  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  3.  Thofe  who  remaining 
in  the  provinces  fubmitted  to  the 
American  government,  till  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  king’s  troops  called 
them  out  to  exprel's  their  loyalty. 
Now  as  it  was  not  poffible  that  this 
country  could  make  reditution  to 
all,  he  imagined  that  a  nice  difcri- 
mination  ought  to  be  made  among 
them.  The  greated  merits,  the 
greeted  dangers,  and  the  greated 
bufferings  fhould  be  a  title  to  the 
am  pled  compenfation. 

Lord  John  Cavendifli  obferved, 
that  he  had  intentionally  moved  for 
the  bill  under  a  general  title.  For 
it  was  obvious  that  the  inquiry  of 

the 
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the  eommiffioners  fhould  compre¬ 
hend  as  many  defcriptions  of  men 
as  polfible.  With  regard  to  dif- 
tindfiiotis,  he  imagined  that  lois  of 
fortune  did  not  make  all  the  merit. 
It  was  proper  to  take  alfo  into  the 
account  the  lofs  of  office.  A  clergy¬ 
man,  for  example,  or  a  gentleman 
in  the  cuftoms,  might  be  intitled  to 
as  high  a  compeniation  as  many  a 
landed  proprietor.  The  bill,  how¬ 
ever,  in  a  future  ft  age  of  its  pro- 
grefs,  might  be  exp  relied  in  a  new 
language. 

Mr.  Baker  cautioned  the  houfe  to 
proceed  in  the  prefect  bufinefs  with 
the  greatefi  delicacy.  The  title  of 
the  bill  had  fo  wide  a  compafs,  that 
congrefs  might  naturally  enough 
conceive  that  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  meant  to  relieve  per- 
Tons  of  every  denomination,  who 
had  been  diftreffed  by  the  American 
war  ;  and  under  this  impreffion  it 
might  ab flair,  from  performing  the 
fifth  article  of  the  provifional  treaty, 
which  had  a  reference  to  the  effiates 
and  property  of  the  ioyalifis.  It  was 
abfojutely  neceffary  to  guard  again  ft 
fufpicions  of  this  kind.  Difcrimi- 
nations  were  neceffary.  Ide  under- 
ftood,  that  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
was  to  be  directed  only  to  fuch  loy- 
alifts  as  did  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 


provifional  treaty.  Now  if  this 
was  a  truth,  it  ought  to  be  expreffi. 
ed  definitively.  The  bufinefs  ought 
to  be  conduded  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  defiroy  every  idea  ofembar- 
raffinent  or  doubt. 

Mr.  Fox  entreated  that  the  houfe 
would  recoiled!,  that  the  bill  moved 
for,  w'as  not  a  bill  of  relief,  but  of 
inquiry.  Inflead  of  preventing  con¬ 
grefs  from  fulfilling  the  fifth  article 
of  the  provifional  treaty,  it  would 
be  of  ufe  to  his  maj'efty’s  minifters 
in  negociating  about  it;  as  it  would 
lead  to  thofe  difcriminations  which 
it  required.  Nothing  could  be  more 
impolitic  than  to  defpair  that  any 
power  would  negled  its  ftipulations* 
It  would  ill  become  the  United 
States  to  tarnifh  their  honour  upon 
their  outlet  as  a  free  and  independ¬ 
ent  people ;  and  he  was  convinced, 
that  they  would  carry  their  agree¬ 
ments  into  execution  with  a  fcrupu- 
lous  exadtnefs. 

The  motion'of  lord  John  Caven- 
difli  was  carried  with  eafe ;  and  it 
was  ordered  that  the  bill  propofed 
fhould  be  prepared  and  introduced 
by  his  lordffiip,  lord  North,  and  Mr. 
Fox.  The  bill  accordingly  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  introduced  ;  and  being  re¬ 
ceived  with  cordiality  was  paffed, 
and  carried  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
who  heartily  concurred  in  it. 


CHAP.  XVJIL 

MeJJagc  from  the  King  to  the  Commons .  Lftablijk??icnt  o  f  the  Prince  of 

Wales.  Bill  to  abolijh  Offices  in  the  Exchequer .  Debates  about  the 
(I ellerfhip  promfed  to  Lord  Thurlovo.  The  Bill  for  Regulating  the  Ex ' 
chequer  Paffies . 


T  ¥1  was  announced  to  the 

June  23.  I  ,  ,  1  T  1 

‘  JL  commolas  by  lord  John 

Cavendifn,  that  he  had  a  meffage 

from  his  majefiy.  It  was  read  by 

the  fpeaker,  and  was  as  follows  0 


<e  George  R. 

O  # 

“  His  majefiy,  renetfiing  on  the 
propriety  of  a  feparate  eftablifiiment 
to  his  dearly  beloved  foil  the  prince 
of  Wales*  recommends  the  confi- 

deratioa 
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deration  thereof  to  this  houfe  ;  re-  ter,  going  into  a  committee  of  rep¬ 
lying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  ply,  were  again  addrefled  upon  the 
affcdtion  of  his  faithful  commons  lubjedt  by  lord  John  Cavendifh.  He 
for  fuch  aid  towards  making  that  ef-  conceived  that  the  commons  muft 
tablifhment  as  fhall  appear  confident  feel  a  very  lively  fentiment  of  af- 
with  a  due  attention  to  the  circuni-  fedlion  to  his  majedy  for  the  graci- 
fiances  of  his  people,  every  addition  ous  manner  in  which  he  had  refolv- 
to  whole  burthens  his  majedy  feels  ed  to  provide  for  the  prince  of 
with  the  mod  fenfible  concern.  Wales,  without  calling  upon  the 

q  R  99  people  for  any  addition  to  the  civil 
lid.  He  was  pleafed  to  take  upon 
To  Mr.  Powis  it  appeared,  that  himfelf  the  whole  of  the  annual 
this  meifage  contained  dome  exp r el-  expence;  and  to  allow  the  fum  of 
dons  which  he  could  not  eafily  com-  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  his 
prebend.  It  was  a  matter  offurprize  royal  highnefs.  The  houfe,  how¬ 
to  him,  that  a  feparate  edablifhment  ever  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
fhould  be  defired  for  the  prince  of  date  of  the  civil  lid.  There  had 
Wales,  and  recommended  to  the  been  fet  afide  nearly  50, cool.  to- 
confideration  of  the  houfe.  For  be  wards  the  extinction  of  debts  ;  a  cir- 
wejl  remembered  that  the  noble  lord  cumdance  which  for  about  fix  years 
in  the  blue  ribband,  when  he  alked  to  come,  would  reduce  the  civil  lid  to 
for  the  lad  augmentation  of  the  civil  850,000b  a  year.  Now  the  allow- 
lid,  pledged  himfelf  to  them  that  ance  of  eo,oool.  a  year  to  the  prince 
no  parliamentary  aid  fhould  be  fought  would  reduce  it  dill  more,  and  leave 
to  fupport  the  houfehold  of  the  to  his  majedy  a  revenue  that  was 
prince.  He  begged,  therefore,  to  hardly  fufficient  to  difeharge  the 
be  informed  by  numbers  what  their  different  claims  upon  it. 
intentions  were.  In  a  fituation  like  this  it  was  by 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  allured  the  no  means  wonderful,  that  his  ma- 
honourable  member,  that  there  was  jedy  fhould  have  occafion  for  a  tem- 
nothing  improper  in  the  intentions  porary  aid  to  equip  his  fon  upon  his 
of  the  minidry.  To  increafe  the  entering  into  public  life  ;  and  he 
annual  burdens  of  the  fubjedt  under  was  convinced  that  there  was  no 
theprcfentcircumflancesof  the  coun-  member  of  the  houfe  who  could  be 
try  was  impolitic  and  inexpedient,  fo  abfurd  as  to  oppofe  himfelf  to  the 
.No  vote  of  the  houfe  would  there-  cafe  and  convenience  of  the  royal  . 
fore  be  called  for  by  way  of  annual  family.  The  houfe  of  the  prince 
provifion  for  the  prince  of  Wales,  had  not  been  inhabited  for  many 
Jt  was  thought  that  a  fum  for  this  years  ;  and  repairs  would  be  necef- 
pnrpofe  might  be  taken  out  of  the  fary  to  make  it  comfortable.  Of  fo 
prefen t  revenue  of  his  majedy.  But  young  a  man  as  the  prince,  it  could 
as,  at  the  fil'd  fetting  off,  a  new  ef-  not  be  expected  that  he  had  habits 
tablifhment  was  neceffarily  attended  or  oeconomy  ;  and  it  could  not  pof- 
with  expence  ;  and  as  the  finances  of  fibly  accord  with  the  difpofition  of 
bis  majedy  were  not  now  in  the  tub  the  houfe  to  throw  him  into  em- 
led  and  happied  fituation  ;  it  was  barraffment  and  difquiet  in  his  pre¬ 
intended  that  an  adequate  fum  for  fent  critical  fituation.  He  concluded 
this  end  fhould  be  voted.  .  by  moving,  4  that  the  fum  of  fixty 

This  fpeech  gave  a  general  fatis-  thoufand  pounds  be  granted  to  his 
fadfion;  and  the  houfe,  two  days  af-  majedy,  towards  enabling  bis  mar 
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iefty  to  make  a  feparate  efiablifhment 
for  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales,’ 

Mr.  Pitt  bellowed  his  approbation 
upon  the  motion  ;  but  adverting  to 
a  fpeech  attributed  to  lord  North 
when  the  augmentation  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  thouiand  pounds  was  made  to 
the  civil  iill,  hecenfured  his  lordfhip 
for  having  pledged  himfelf  to  the 
houfe,  that  no  farther  addition  to  it 
Mould  be  required.  The  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  noble  lord  had  been 
very  foiemn  ;  and  he  had  not  fcru- 
pled  to  infringe  it.  With  refpefit 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  it  was  im* 
poffible  that  th^  houfe  could  teflify 
their  affedtion  to  him  in  a  manner 
too  marked  and  decifive.  He  was 
happy  to  find,  that  fome  rumours 
which  had  gone  abroad  were  unreal 
and  delufive.  Thcle  rumours  had 
fiated  it  as  the  intention  of  miniflers 
to  obfirufil  the  avowed  defire  of  his 
majefty,  and  in  defiance  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  to  have 
demanded  a  moil  enormous  fum  for 
the  efiablifhment  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,  As,  however,  a  very  fe- 
rious  alarm  had  been  given  by  fuch 
reports,  he  hoped  that  the  fervants 
of  the  crown  would  rife  up  and  de¬ 
clare  that  there  never  had  been  any 
foundation  for  them.  He  obferved 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  motion 
had  been  brought  forward  in  a  man¬ 
ner  too  dilrefpefilful  to  the  prince  of 
Wales,  For  that  a  matter  fo  im¬ 
portant  ought  to  have  been  propofed 
much  earlier  in  the  fefiion. 

r, 

Lord  North  affirmed,  that  when 
the  augmentation  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  was  made  to  the 
civil  Ml,  no  proposition  relative  to 
the  eflabliM.ment  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  was  thought  of.  It  was  con¬ 
ferred  in  cod  fide  ration  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  royal  family,  and  to 
enable  his  majelty  to  piovide  for 
the  younger  branches  of  \t9  and 


the  children  of  the  duke  of  Glou- 
celler.  At  that  period  too  the  edu- 
cation  of  the  prince  ol  Wales  had 
begun  to  be  expenfive.  He  had 
been  charged  with  expreffions  which 
he  had  never  ufed.  What  he  had 
laid  at  the  time  alluded  to,  was  ex- 
prefsly  this  :  u  During  the  prefect 
Hate  of  the  royal  family,  that  houfe 
would  not  be  called  upon  for  any  a  fi¬ 
ll  fiance  to  the  efiablifhment  of  the 
prince  of  Wales.”  By  the  prefect 
fiate  of  the  royal  family,  there  was 
implied  with  regard  to  the  prince  of 
Wales,  the  period  while  he  Mould 
live  with  his  father  under  his  go¬ 
vernor  and  preceptors.  Fie  could 
not  poffibly  allude  to  the  period  when, 
he  Mould  leave  the  houfe  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  and  when  a  feparate  efiabli fit¬ 
ment  would  be  necefiary.  There 
was  neither  wit  nor  argument  in 
mifinterpreting  his.  words  ;  and  the 
having  recourfe  to  fuch  petty  Mitts 
was  an  evidence  of  frivolity  or  bar¬ 
ren  nets. 

Mr.  Fox  confirmed  what  had  fal¬ 
len  from  lord  North  ;  and  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  expreffions  employed  by 
him  were  ex  a  fitly  as  his  lordfhip  had 
reprefented  them.  With  regard  to 
the  funis  granted  to  former  princes 
of  Wales,  he  argued  that  they  were 
high  ;  and  that  the  efiablifhment  for 
the  prefect  prince  ol  Wales  was  fo 
much  inferior  to  them,  that  its  dif- 
proportion  could  not  but  firike  him 
very  fenfbly.  His  royal  highnefs 
deferved  more,  both  on  account  of 
his  illuflrious  rank,  and  of  his  va¬ 
rious  and  finning  virtues.  If  it  had 
remained  with  him  to  have  advifed 
an  efiablifhment,  he  would  moft  af~ 
furedly  have  propofed  a  fum  more 
adequate  to  the  objefil  in  view.  The 
perfon,  however,  the  moil  proper  to 
decide  in  the  bufinefs,  had  been  of 
an  opinion  very  different ;  and  it  was 
his  duty  to  fubmit.  To  cenfure  the 
minifiry  f®r  being  late  in  bringing 
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forward  the  tranfadfion,  was  to  give 
way  to  indifcretion.  For  obfiruc- 
tions  had  been  thrown  induftrioully 
into  their  way.  Nor  indeed  could 
it  elcape  obfervation,  that  the  laft 
adminiftration  ought  themfelves  to 
have  adfed  in  the  matter.  He  en¬ 
treated  that  no  party  divifion,  and 
no  political  faction  fhould  in  the 
prefent  cafe  interrupt  the  unanimity 
which  ought  to  prevail  among  them. 
Both  tides  of  the  houfe  fhould  cor¬ 
dially  concur  in  the  manifeffation  to 
his  m  a  jelly  and  the  prince  of  Wales  of 
the  affedlion  they  bore  to  them,  and 
of  the  zeal  they  felt  in  promoting 
their eafe,  happinefs,  and  comfort. 

The  quefiion  upon  being  put,  was 
carried  unanimouily.  In  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  a  mefiagefrom  the  king  fimi- 
lar  to  that  to  the  commons,  on  the  lub- 
ject  of  the  efiablifhment  of  the  prince 
of  Wales,  was  prefented  by  the  duke 
of  Portland.  In  this  buhnefs  the  two 
houfes  concurred  ;  and  there  was  no 
diffienting  voice  to  the  deiire  of  af- 
iiiling  his  majefiy  in  fulfilling  his 
purpofe  of  creating  a  feparate  houfe- 
hokl  tor  the  prince. 

It  was  now  propofedby  lord  John 
Cavendifh,  that  new  regulations 
fnould  be  introduced  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  he  brought  in  a  bill  for 
that  purpofe.  It  had  appeared  from 
the  reports  of  the  commiifioners  of 
accounts,  that  the  abolition  of  cer¬ 
tain  places  in  that  office  would  be  a 
wife  regulation.  Thefe  places  had 
grown  to  be  ufelefs ;  and  were  yet 
a  fource  of  great  expence  to  the 
public.  He  accounted  the  cham¬ 
berlain  and  ufher  of  the  exchequer  to 
be  two  of  the  offices  which  ought  to 
abolifhed  ;  but  it  was  not  his  mean¬ 
ing  to  difpoffefs  the  prefent  poflef- 
fors.  With  regard  to  other  offices 
which  it  might  be  proper  to  retain, 
it  was  a  wild  impropriety  that  their 
emoluments  Ihould  increafe  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  didrefs  and  difficulties 


of  the  country.  This  was  an  evil 
which  called  loudly  for  a  redrefs. 
Places  of  this  defcription  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  a  fixed  and  limited  fland- 
ard.  With  regard  to  linecures  of 
enormous  fize,  they  ought  not  to  be 
fuffered  to  remain  ;  and  individuals 
ought  not  to  riot  in  inordinate 
wealth  to  the  prejudice  of  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

The  peace  emoluments  of  the 
auditor  of  rhe  Exchequer  were  up¬ 
wards  of  ^ocol.  a  year.  It  was 
propofed  to  reduce  them  to  4000I. 
Nor  was  this  an  incompetent  income 
to  reward  an  able  minifier  of  the 
crown.  Afalaryof  ioool.  was  in¬ 
tended  for  the  deputy  auditor.  The 
profits  of  the  clerk  of  the  pells  dur¬ 
ing  peace  were  3300I.  a  year. 
Thefe  might  be  reduced  to  3000I, 
Of  the  tellers  of  the  exchequer  the 
peace  emoluments  are  upwards  of 
2300I.  but  in  war  they  are  infinite-  - 
ly  greater.  He  was  therefore  in¬ 
clined  to  date  their  falary  at  2700b 
making  a  final!  fuperaddition  to  their  j 
peace  income  as  a  compenfation  for 
taking  away  the  enormous  amount 
of  their  profits  during  a  war.  Of 
their  deputies  he  would  ft  ate  the  fa- 
lanes  at  roool.  a  year.  Other,  and 
limilar  regulations  were  alfo  necefi- 
fary.  He  farther  obferved,  that  if 
there  ffiould  be  any  lofs  upon  carry¬ 
ing  the  bill  into  effedt,  his  intention 
was  to  charge  one  third  of  it  to  the 
civil  lifi,  and  two  thirds  of  it  to  the 
public.  But  if  there  ffiould  be  a 
profit  which  was  infinitely  more 
probable,  he  though*  it  right  to  di¬ 
vide  it  in  the  fame  proportion. 

Mr.  Pulteney  declared,  that  he 

could  difeover  no  good  reafon  for  al- 
•  • 

lowing  the  tellers  more  than  the 
amount  of  their  peace  emoluments. 
Their  places  were  nearly  abfolute  fi- 
necures  ;  and  it  was  to  beconfidered, 
that  -they  had  the  appointment  of 
their  own  clerks  or  deputies.  Bar- 
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gains  might  therefore  be  ft  ruck  be¬ 
tween  the  principals  and  the  depu¬ 
ties  ;  and  the  public  be  expoied  to 
charges  that  were  unneceflary.  The 
allowing  a  thoufand  a  year  to  the 
deputies  feemed  to  him  a  ruinous 
proftitutkm  of  the  public  money  ; 
and  it  was  his  firm  opinion  that 
400!.  was  a  fufficient  falary  for 
them.  Nor  did  he  perceive  any 
propriety  in  dividing  the  lavings 
after  the  method  fuggefted  by  lord 
John  Cavendifh.  Why  was  the  ci¬ 
vil  lilt  to  fit  are  with  the  public  in 
the  participation  ?  Eight  or  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds;  a  year 
were  given  to  the  crown  by  way  of 
the  civil  lift  ;  and  it  was  underftood 
by  implication  that  the  officers  of 
the  exchequer,  and  various  others, 
were  to  be  provided  for  out  of  it* 
This  was  the  condition  of  the  grant. 
Now  if  any  confiderable  fum  was  to 
be  acquired  by  a  reform  of  the  ex- 
chequer,  the  public  ought  to  enjoy 
the  whole  benefit.  The  civil  lilt 
had  no  pretext  whatever  to  have  any 
fhare  or  proportion  of  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  concurred  with  Mr. 
Pulteney,  and  confidered  the  kind- 
nefs  of  lord  John  Cavendifh  to  the 
tellers,  and  their  deputies,  as  the 
moil  extravagant  expenditure  of  the 
public  treafure.  If  reforms  were  to 
be  made,  they  ought  to  be  proceed¬ 
ed  upon  with  fome  degree  of  rigour. 
All  ideas  of  profufion  were  out  of 
the  quefiion. 

Mr.  Fox  defended  the  principle 
and  intention  of  the  bill,  if  it  had 
been  brought  in  for  the  purpofe  of 
efiedfing  that  kind  of  reform  which 
had  oeconomy  merely  in  view,-  he 
would  certainly  in  many  particulars 
have  oppofed  it.  But  that  was  not 
Sts  leading  object.  Its  chief  refer¬ 
ence  was  to  thofe  offices  of  which 
the  holders  received  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  emolument  in  proportion  as 
the-  cxjpences  of  the  country  increas¬ 


ed.  It  was  the  defire  of  the  noble 
perfon  who  had  propofed  it,  that  the 
Servants  of  the  public  ftiould  not  be 
enriched  by  the  aggravation  of  the 
national  burdens  and  diftrefs. 

Fie  was  no  friend  to  the  influence 
of  the  crown ;  but  he  knew,  that 
the  government  of  a  great  kingdom 
could  *not  proceed  either  with  dig¬ 
nity  or  advantage,  unlefs  it  had  ho¬ 
nourable  fituations  to  bellow  upon 
its  officers,  in  order  to  provide  for 
their  families,  and  to  reward  emi¬ 
nent  and  diftinguiflied  Cervices.  Of 
this  fort  properly  were  the  offices  of 
the  exchequer.  Now  of  thefe,  it 
was  obvious  that  the  emoluments 
ought  not  to  be  either  inordinately 
great,  or  contemptibly  little.  In 
the  firft  cafe  the  public  was  opprelT- 
ed  ;  in  the  feeond  a  difregard  was 
profefled  of  high  merit  and  iiluftri- 
ous  fervice.  To  pare  thefe  places 
too  clofely,  would  be  to  render  them 
unworthy  the  acceptance  of  diftin- 
guifhed  and  feperior  characters* 
There  was  no  profufion  in  putting 
the  tellers  at  2,700!.  And  with  re¬ 
gard  to  a  thoufand  pounds  as  the 
falary  of  the  deputies,  it  was  by  no 
means  extravagant.  The  fituations 
of  the  deputies  were  refponfible 
ones ;  they  were  underftood  to  be 
gentlemen,  and  perfons  of  education 
and  a  liberal  turn  of  mind.  That 
the  giving  a  thoufand  pounds  to  a 
deputy  was  in  fadt  a  grant  to  the 
principal  who  appointed  him,  was 
an  idea  the  mod  illiberal  and  nar¬ 
row.  If  it  were  polfible  that  the 
tellers  could  be  fo  bafe  and  fordid 
as  to  make  fo  vile  a  traffic  as  that  al¬ 
luded  to,  it  was  im polfible  for  the 
legifiature  to  guard  againft  their  tur¬ 
pitude.  This  way  of  reafoning  alfo 
went  too  far.  For  if  it  were  ad¬ 
mitted  in  its  full  exten'r,  there  was 
no  official  deputy  in  the  kingdom, 
whofe  principal  was  nQt  expoied  to 
the  dirtieft  oi  all  imputations.  Even 
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the  feerehiries  of  Rate  mffiht  be  fuf- 
peCted.  It  was  indecent  ro  give  any 
credit  to  bargains  of  this  kind ;  and 
he  believed  that  no  perfons  could  be 
named  who  had  been  guilty  of  them. 
To  be  alarmed,  therefore,  upon 
their  account,  was  to  tremble  at  a 
fhadow.  As  to  the  offices  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  if  it  was  contended  that 
the  difpofal  of  them  gave  an  influ¬ 
ence  to  the  crown  ;  it  was  obfevv- 
able,  that  it  was  exa&ly  that  influ¬ 
ence  which  of  all  others  was  the 
leaf!  dangerous.  For  the  individu¬ 
als  promoted  in  that  office  were  made 
independent  of  the  crown,  as  they 
could  not  be  hurt  by  it.  Their 
fituations  were  for  life  ;  and  in  a 
free  country  it  was  neceffary  and 
ufeful,  in  a  variety  of  inftances,  that 
men  ffiould  be  out  of  the  power  of 
the  crown. 

It  was  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  that 
the  objections  hitherto  made  to  the 
bill  were  improper  ;  and  after  their 
difcuffion,  Mr.  Rigby  being  anxious 
to  protect  the  promife  of  a  tellerfhip 
which  had  been  given  to  lord  Thur- 
low,  rofe  up  to  propofe  a  claufe 
with  that  view.  He  reminded  the 
houfe  that  lord  Thurlow,  when  he 
quitted  the  profeffion  and  accepted 
the  office  of  lord  chancellor,  ob¬ 
tained  from  his  majefiy  the  promife 
of  a  tellerfhip  in  the  exchequer. 
This  promife  had  been  made  in  the 
year  1778  ;  and  he  trufled  that  lord 
Thurlow  had  a  title  to  expeCt  a  re- 
verflon  of  a  tellerfhip  fully  and  be¬ 
neficially.  He  read  accordingly  a 
provifo,  exempting  lord  Thurlow 
from  the  power  of  the  bill. 

Lord  North  allowed  that  it  was 
true,  that  when  lord  Thurlow  was 
made  chancellor,  he  had  been  offer¬ 
ed  a  tellerfhip  in  the  exchequer  ;  but 
©bferved  that  his  lordlhip  did  not 
then  think  proper  to  accept  it.  The 
place  had  afterwards  been  repeatedly 
held  out  .to  him.;  and  he  had  re¬ 


peatedly  declined  it.  His  reafons 
for  this  conduCt  were  nor  given  ; 
and  perhaps  it  would  have  been  bet¬ 
ter  if  he'  had  definitively  accepted, 
the  offer.  The  promife,  however, 
having  been  deliberately  made,  he 
was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  put  his 
negative  againft  the  provifo  which 
had  been  fug^efted. 

IT? 


Mr.  Fox  affirmed,  that  thequeftion 
under  deliberation  was  purely  per- 
fonal,  and  therefore  disagreeable.  It 
became  him, notwirhftanding, to fpeak 
to  it.  To  him  it  appeared  not  inex¬ 
plicable  that  lord  Thurlow  ffiould  re- 
fufe  to  accept  the  promife  of  the  te'i- 
lerffiip.  When  the  offer  was  made, 
one  re  verb  on  was  actually  granted  ; 
and  a  fecond  reveriion  was  not  only 
imufual  and  tedious  in  the  expect¬ 
ation,  but  a  better  objeCt  might  fall. 
But  if  at  that  time  there  was  prudence 
in  refuting  the  promife,  there  was 
now  a  change  in  the  fituation  of 
affairs ;  and  prudence  called  loudly 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  promife. 
Circumftances  were  indeed  eflen- 
tially  altered.  One  of  the  pofTeffors 
was  dead,  and  another  very  infirm. 
This  opened  the  myftery ;  and  it 
could  not  be  conceived  to  be  ftrange 
that  the  noble  lord  fhould  grow 
more  willing  to  accept  a  tellerfhip  in 
proportion  to  the  near  approach  of 
the  objeCt. 

The  principle  of  the  provifo  was 
a  felfiffi  one.  It  went  to  fecure  an 
emolument  to  lord  Thurlow.  For 
this  emolument,  however,  there 
could  be  urged  no  grant  of  reverfion. 
If  the  houfe  accordingly  were  to 
ferve  lord  Thurlow,  they  muff  go 
out  of  their  way  to  do1  it.  He  fpoke 
from  no  motive  of  refentment.  He 
knew  that  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  made  what  were  confidered 
as  fevere  reflexions  againft  him.  But 
reflexions  which  had  no  better  foun¬ 
dation  than  party  anger,  envy,  or 
prejudice,  could  not  four  his  mind. 
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The  noble  lord  had  been  pleafed  to 
fay,  that  when  the  crown  was  rob¬ 
bed  of  its  influence  and  power,  none 
but  defperate  and  needy  adventurers 
would  accept  of  office.  The  fpeech 
was  paffionate  and  unmeaning.  For 
if  the  crown  had  neither  power  nor 
influence,  it  was  not  probable  that 
its  favour  could  be  an  objeCt  of 
purfuit  to  the  defperate  or  the  needy. 
For  in  that  cafe  it  could  neither  hold 
out  protection  or  riches  to  them. 
He  wiffied  not,  however,  to  reprefs 
the  defire  of  the  noble  lord  after  af¬ 
fluence.  Pretentions  to  difinterefl- 
ednefs  were  often  boaffced  of,  and  of¬ 
ten  affeCted.  It  might  be  right, 
that  his  lordffiip  fhould  partake  of 
the  wealth,  which  he  feemed  to 
confider  as  fo  eflential  a  qualification 
for  office. 

Mr.  Hufley  confidered  the  pro- 
mi  fe  to  lord  Thurlow  as  a  bargain 
between  the  crown  and  his  lordffiip. 
Upon  whatever  ground  the  matter 
could  be  put,  it  was  impoffible  to 
conceive  that  the  engagement  could 
be  difannulled.  The  proceedings  of 
the  commons  ought  not  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by  narrow  but  by  liberal 
views.  They  were  to  look  to  equity 
rather  than  to  the  rigid  letter  of  the 
law. 

The  provifo  of  Mr.  Rigby,  upon 
being  moved,  was  carried  without 
a  diviflon.  But  while  Mr.  Rigby 
was  thus  fuccefsful  in  a  committee 
j  ,  r  upon  the  bill  ;  yet  upon  the 
ju  )  7*  report  of  the  committee  to 
the  houfe,  his  efforts  for  lord  Thur¬ 
low  were  lefs  fortunate.  To  give 
the  greater  flrength  to  his  provifo, 
he  expreffed  it  in  new  language,  and 
he  relied  it  on  the  foundation  that 
in  the  patent  for  lord  Thur low’s 
penflon,  his  majefly  had  been  pleaf¬ 
ed  to  promife  the  place  of  a  teller- 
fhipof  the  Exchequer  to  him  when 
he  accepted  the  office  of  chancellor 
of  Great  Britain,  He  did  not  know 


whether  he  could  call  his  noble 
friend’s  pretenflon  to  be  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  a 
promife  or  a  bargain.  But  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  committee,  he  hop¬ 
ed  that  the  foundation  upon  which 
he  fpoke  for  lord  Thurlow  would  be 
allowed  to  be  lolid,  and  would  re- 
ceive  the  protection  of  parliament, 
Mr.  Fox  affirmed  that  the  cafe 
was  obvious,  and  could  not  well  be 
mifunderftood.  In  the  two  views 
in  which  it  prefented  itfelf,  It 
would  lead  to  different  lines  of  con¬ 
duct.  A  promife  was  one  thing,  and 
a  bargain  another.  To  the  provifo 
there  furely  could  be  no  objection,  if 
the  fact  was,  that  lord  Thurlow  had 
actually  bargained  for  a  tellerfhip  of 
the  Exchequer.  It  had  long  been 
boafted  of  extravagantly  by  the 
friends  of  the  learned  lord  that  he  had 
accepted  the  feals  unconditionally. 
The  proudeft  eulogies  of  his  diiln- 
tereflednefs  had  been  heard  ;  yet  his 
panegyriffs  were  now  inclined  to  a- 
vow,  that  he  had  made  a  bargain 
for  a  tellerfhip  when  he  renounced 
his  profeffion  to  take  the  feals.  It 
was  impoffible  that  thefe  things 
could  be^  true  ;  and  as  he  detefted 
impoftors  of  every  kind,  he  was 
anxious  to  arrive  at  the  faCt.  He 
therefore  called  on  the  friends  of  the 
noble  lord  to  Hand  forward  and 
avow  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  had  now  aflumed  a  new  ffiape; 
and  that  there  was  in  it  fomething  far 
more  intereffing  than  whether  lord 
Thurlow  fhould  get  the  tellerfhip 
and  its  emoluments.  The  perfona! 
honour  of  lord  Thurlow  was  con¬ 
cealed.  His  charaCIer  was  no  ob- 
jeCt  of  fport ;  and  it  became  a  noble 
lord  to  Hate  with  precision  the  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  tranfaCtion. 

Lord  North  underffanding  him- 
felf  to  be  called  upon,  afferted 
roundly,  that  it  confided  not  with 
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his  knowledge*  that  any  bargain 
for  the  tellerfliip  had  been  made 
with  lord  Thurlow.  He  protefled, 
notwithflanding,  that  if  any  bar¬ 
gain  had  been  made,  there  could 
have  been  no  dilhonour  in  it.  Pro- 
feffional  men  leaving  lucrative  fitu- 
ations  for  precarious  grandeur,  had 
a  title  to  compenfations.  Bargains 
of  the  kind  alluded  to  had  nothing 
difgraceful  in  them.  \  They  had 
been  made  by  lord  Harwicke,  lord 
Northington,  and  lord  Camden. 
No  fuch  t  ran  faction,  however,  had 
been  concluded  by  lord  Thurlow. 
His  majeffy  had  offered  the  teller- 
ihip  to  the  noble  lord,  and  he  had 


declined  it.  In  the  ptefent  cafe 
there  was  a  promife  and  not  a  bar¬ 
gain.  He  would  give  however, 
his  voice  for  the  provifo,  as  there 
might,  perhaps  be  a  want  of  libe- 
rality  in  diffinCtlons  of  this  nature. 

„The  fentiments  of  the  houfe  were 
different  from  thofe  of  lord  North  ; 
and  the  provifo  was  loft  by  a  majo« 
rity  of  57  againft  48.  After  feme 
farther  debate,  the  bill  for  effablilh- 
ing  certain  regulations  in  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  was  agreed  to  and  ordered, 
to  be  ingroffed.  In  the  houfe  of' 
lords  it  was  received,  and  paded 
without  an  amendment. 


C  H  A  P.  XIX. 

Linen  and  Cotton  Manufaclures.  Bill  for  their  Encouragement »  Mutiny 
Bill .  The  Half-pay  Provincial  Corps .  Lord  Rodney’s  Pen  fan.  The. 

Penfion  to  General  Eliott.  Eafi  Ifidia  Company .  The  Bill  of  Lord  Effing¬ 
ham  concerning  Infolvent  Debtors • 


A  Petition  had  been  prefented 
to  the  commons  from  perfons 
concerned  in  the  linen  and  cotton 
manufactures,  in  which  they  en¬ 
treated  a  drawback  upon  foap  and 
other  articles  employed  by  them  ; 
and  the  houfe  taking  the  fubjeCt  in¬ 
to  confederation,  Mr.  Stanley  urged 
the  neceiTity  of  Blowing  favour  to 
the  petitioners.  He  enlarged  on 
the  great  importance  of  the  linen 
and  cotton  manufactures,  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  propriety  of  allowing 
drawbacks  on  foap,  ftarch,  brim- 
itone,  vitriol,  and  other  articles 
confumed  in  the  preparation  of  the 
raw  materials  of  iiax  and  cotton. 
From  thefe  manufactures  a  valuable 
fource  of  revenue  had  arifen  to  go¬ 
vernment.  It  was  therefore  proper 
to  encourage  them  ;  and  this  was 
the  more  expedient  as  they  were  in 
fome  hazard  or  danger  from  the  ri¬ 
valry  of  foreign  artificers  in  IioE 


land,  Germany,  France  and  Swit¬ 
zerland.  A  committee  accordingly 
deliberating  upon  the  fubjeCt  of 
thefe  manufactures,  approved  of 
the  following  refolutions,  which 
were  reported  to  the  houfe  by  lir 
Henry  Houghton. 

That  in  the  prefent  Bate  of  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  the 
prefervation  of  the  cotton  and  t'hei 
linen  manufactures  is  an  objeCf  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  and  deferves 
the  ferious  and  immediate  confide- 
ration  of  the  houfe. 

“  That  a  drawback  be  allowed  out 
of  the  duties  now  payable  on  foap  at 
the  rate  of  three  farthings  for  every 
pound  weight  of  hard  foap  that  fhall 
be  ufed  and  confumed  in  preparing 
and  finifhing  ail  manufactures  from 
flax  and  cotton  for  fale,  ex¬ 
cept  linen  whitened  in  the  piece  for 
fale  under  certain  regulations  and 
reihi&ions. 


That 
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That  a  drawback  be  allowed 
out  of  the  duties  payable  on  ilarch 
of  one  penny  halfpenny  on  every 
pound  weight  of  Ilarch  ufed  and 
confumed  in  preparing  and  hnifning 
all  manufactures  from  fax  and  cot¬ 
ton  for  fale,  excepting  fuch  Ilarch 
as  (hall  be  confumed  In  fmi firing  new 
linen  in  the  piece  for  fale,  fubjedt  to 
certain  regulations  and  reftridlions. 

ii  That  a  drawback  be  allowed 
out  of  the  duties  payable  on  ilarch, 
of  three-pence  for  every  pound 
weight  of  ilarch  ufed  and  confum¬ 
ed  in  fini filing  new  linen  in  the 
piece  for  fale,  fubjedl  to  certain  re- 
gulations  and  refiriblions. 

44  That  a  drawback  be  allowed  of 
all  duties  payable  on  the  importation 
of  brimftone,  and  faltpetre  ufed  and 
confumed  in  making  oil  of  vitriol, 
under  certain  regulations  and  re- 
ftridiions.” 


Thefe  refblutions  being  put  and 
carried,  a  bill  in  conformity  to  them 
was  prepared  and  brought  in  by 
fir  Henry  Houghton,  Mr,  Stan¬ 
ley,  Mr.  Dempiter,  and  fir  George 
Yonge.  It  was  prefented  accord¬ 
ingly  to  the  houfe,  and  being 'agreed 
to,  was  carried  to  the  peers,  and  re¬ 
ceived  their  concurrence.  About 
the  fame  time,  the  royal  afienfc  was 
given  to  an  44  A£t  for  punifihing  mu¬ 
tiny  and  defer tion,  and  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  payment  of  the  army  and  their 
quarters,  within  the  realm  of  Great 
Britain.” 


une 
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The  attention  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  was 
now  di refled  to  the  provincial  corps. 
Lord  North  Rated,  that  feveral 
provincial  battalions  had  been  rail¬ 
ed  in  America  ;  and  that  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  thefe  having  abandoned 
their  po Hellions  and  rifked  their  lives 
in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  were 
proper  objects  qI  juflice.  To  allow 
them  half  pay  was  a  meafure  of 
which  the  propriety  could  not  be 
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doubted.  Their  merits  as  foldiers 
and  their  fufferi  ngs  as  loyal  ills  were 
claims  which  could  nor.  be  refilled. 
To  the  houfe  the  proportion  of  his 
lordfhip  appeared  to  be  right  and 
realonable  in  the  sweated  degree  ; 
and  it  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
iion.  ^ 

A  meflage  from  the  king  was  now 
prefented  to  the  houfe  by  lord  John. 
Cavendifn.  It  was  read  by  the 
fpeaker,  and  was  of  the  following 
imports 

44  George  R. 

JTis  majefiy  having  taken  into 
his  royal  confideration  the  many 
eminent  and  fignal  fervices  perform¬ 
ed  by  George  Bridges  Rodney,  lord 
Rodney,  vice  admiral  of  England, 
and  one  of  the  admirals  of  the  white, 
his  conduct  in  the  Weil  Indies  in 
three  feveral  engagements  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May  1780, 
with  a  fuperior  French  fleet  under 
the  command  of  the. Count  deGui- 
chen,  and  his  great  and  glorious  vic¬ 
tories  over  the  Spanifii  fleet  on  the 
1 6th  day  of  January,  1780,  on  his 
voyage  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar, 
and  over  the  French  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  on  the  1 2th  of  April  1782; 
not  only  highly  honourable  to  him- 
felf,  but  greatly  beneficial  to  his  ma¬ 
le  fly’s  kingdoms  ;  and  being  defirous 
to  beftow,  upon  the  faid  George 
Bridges  Rodney,  lord  Rodney,  fome 
confiderable  and  lafting  mark  of  his 
royal  favour,  as  a  teifimony  of  his 
majefty’s  approbation  of  the  faid 
fervices,  and  for  this  purpofe  to  give 
and  'grant  unto  the  faid  Georgs 
Bridges  Rodney,  and  to  the  two 
next  fueceeding  heirs  male  of  the 
body  of  the  laid  George  Bridges 
Rodney,  lord  Rodney,  to  whom  the 
title  of  lord  Rodney  fhall  defeend, 
for  and  during  their  lives,  a  nett 
annuity  of  twothoufand  pound  per 
annum  ;  but  his  majefiy  not  having 
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t  in  bis  power  to  grant  an  annuity 
to  that  amount,  or  to  extend  the 
effect  of  the  faid  grant  beyond  the 
term  of  his  own  life,  recommends  it 
to  his  faithful  commons  to  contider 
of  a  proper  method  of  enabling  his 
majefty  to  grant  the  fame,  and  of 
extending,  iecuring,  and  fettling 
ftich  annuity  to  the  faid  George 
Bridges  Rodney,  lord  Rodney,  and 
to  the  two  next  perfonson  whom  the 
title  of  lord  Rodney  fhall  defcend, 
id  fucb  manner  as  fhall  be  thought 
mod  effectual  for  the  benefit  of  the 
faid  George  Bridges  Rodney,  lord 
Rodney  and  his  family. 

G.  R." 

The  approbation  with  which  this 
fneftage  was  received,  was  univer- 
fal ;  but  there  being  fome  difficulty 
With  regard  to  the  period  when  the 
penfion  fhould  commence,  there  was 
a  general  cry,  of  44  the  twelfth  of 
April!  the  glorious  twelfth  of  April!” 
It  was  accordingly  agreed  to  by  the 
commons,  44  That  the  annual  fum 
of  two  thoufand  pounds  be  granted 
to  his  majefty  out  of  the  aggregate 
fund,  to  commence  from  the  twelfth 
day  of  April  1782,  and  be  fettled 
in  the  mod  beneficial  manner,  upon 
the  prefent  lord  Rodney,  and  the  two 
next  Succeeding  heirs  male  of  his 
lord fliip,  to  whom  the  barony  of 
„  Rodney  fhall  defcend.” 

At  this  time  there  was  alfo  pre- 
fiented  to  the  commons  by  lord  John 
Cavendifh,  a  meflage  from  the  king 
to  the  advantage  of  governor  Eliott. 
It  was  of  the  following  import. 

44  George  R. 

“  His  majefty  being  defirous  of 
conferring  fome  fignal  mark  of  his 
royal  favour  upon  the  right  honour¬ 
able  fir  George  Agudus  Eliott, 
knight  of  the  mod  honourable  or- 
der  of  the  Bath,  for  the  very  di- 
flinguifhed  and  important  fervices 
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performed  by  him  to  his  majefty  anc  i 
this  country,  by  his  brave  and  gal¬ 
lant  defence  of  Gibraltar,  and  fb 
that  purpofe  to  grant  to  the  faid  fi 
George  Auguffus  Eliott,  for  the  tern:  1 
of  his  life,  and  for  the  life  of  hi  1 
fon  Francis  Auguffus  Eliott,  an  an 
nuity  of  one  thoufand  five  hundrci  i 
pounds  per  annum  ;  but  it  not  bein[ 
in  his  majefty’s  power  to  grant  tb 
fame,  or  to  fettle  the  faid  annuity 
beyond  the  term  of  his  own  life,  hi  J 
majefty  recommends  it  to  his  faith!' 
ful  commons  to  confider  of  a  pro 
per  method  of  enabling  his  majeftyv 
to  grant  the.  laid  annuity,  and  c  l 
fettling  and  fecuring  the  fame  in  tb 
moft  effectual  manner,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  faid  fir  George  Auguftu 
Eliott. 

G.  R,w 

This  mefTage  was  received  like  tfr  : 
former  one,  with  great  cordiality  : 
and  the  commons  refolved,  44  Tffi  I 
the  annual  fum  of  one  thoufand  fiv  1 
hundred  pounds  be  granted  to  h: 
majefty  out  of  the  aggregate  fun 
to  commence  from  the  thirteent 
day  of  September  1782  ;  and  h 
fettled  in  the  moft  beneficial  manne 
upon  the  right  honourable  fir  Georg  1 
Auguffus  Eliott,  during  bis  life  an.  j 
the  life  of  his  fon  Francis  Augufti 
Eliott.”  The  houfe  of  peers  wet" 
not  lefts  refjpcCtful  than  the  commoiv 
to  lord  Rodney  and  governor  Eli 
ott ;  and  the  aCts  intitling  them  1 
their  penfions  were  palled  unobjeC  1 
ed  to  and  unamended. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  In-  , 
dia  company  being  now  ap-  *'U  ^  ' 
pealed  tb  by  fir  Henry  Fletcher,  i 
diftrefs  was  deferibed,  and  the  er; 
pediency  pointed  out  of  entering  11 
to  refolutions  for  its  protection  ar. 
advantage.  Lord  John  Cavendif 
infifted  on  the  intimate  connexic 
which  prevailed  between  the  cred 
and  fuccefs  of  this  company,  ar 
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Cne  general  intereft  of  the  public  at 
large.  The  profperity  of  the  one 
neceffiarily  involved  that  of  the 
other.  An  immediate  affiftan.ee  was 
requiftte  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the 
company,  and  invigorate  its  opera¬ 
tions.  The  claim  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  upon  the  company  was  great ; 
and  it  .might  be  prudent  not  to  ufe 
it  for  fome  months.  It  was  like- 
wife  a  matter  of  policy  to  enable  it 
to  raife  the  fum  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  recover  from  the 
di  lgr ace  that  threatened  it.  In  thefe 
meafures  there  was  nothing  that  was 
pleafant  to  government ;  but  necef- 
lity  could  not  be  refilled  ;  and  the 
withholding  this  aid  from  the  com¬ 
pany  might  lead  to  a  great  national 
oppreffion. 

The  commons  being  fenfible  of 
the  propriety  of  extending  their 
patronage  ro  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  went  into  the  fentiments  of 
lord  John  Cavendifh.  A  bill  for 
thispurpofe  was  accordingly  brought 
Into  the  houfe ;  and  palled  finally 
into  an  a£L 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  fubjeft 
of  an  infolvent  bill  was  at  this  time 
agitated.  The  earl  of  Effingham 
urged  theneceffityof  the  interference 
of  the  legifiature  to  refeue  multi¬ 
tudes  of  unfortunate  men  from  the 
wretchednefs  of  poverty  and  pri- 
fons,  and  to  reftore  them  to  fociety 
and  their  relations.  It  became  the 
peers  to  enter  ferioufty  into  a  full 
and  careful  revifion  of  the  laws  be¬ 
tween  debtor  and  creditor  ;  and  to 
provide  regulations,  of  which  the 
efficacy  and  juftice  would  be  per¬ 
manent.  He  moved,  therefore,  for 
an  infolvent  bill  upon  the  plan  of 
that  which  had  been  palled  in  the 
year  1776. 

The  earl  of  Mansfield  objected  to 
a  partial  bill  ;  and  approved  not  of 
the  plan  of  the  bill  which  had  pall¬ 
ed  ia  the  year  17760  It  had  errors ; 


and  even  thole  errors  had  been  cor¬ 
rected  in  Tubfequent  bills.  It  de- 
ferved  notfo  be  confidered  as  a  mo¬ 
del.  Regularity,  however,  requir¬ 
ed  that  the  bill  of  the  noble  lord 
Ihould  be  printed. 

The  earl  of  ‘Effingham  contended 
that  every  delay  ought  to  be  avoided 
in  a  matter  where  humanity  was  fo 
deeply  concerned  ;  and  did  not  per¬ 
ceive,  but  that  the  ceremony  of 
printing  his  bill  might  be  difpenfed 
with-;  fince  it  was  exactly  fimiiar  to 
that  brought  forward  in  the  year 
1776, 

It  was  carried,  rsotwithftandmg 
that  the  bill  of  the  earl  of  Effingham 
ihould  be  printed ;  and  when  it 
came  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  his 
lordfhip  moved  to  call  for  witneiTes 
to  fubftantiate  before  the  peers  the 
miferable  condition  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  men  whom  he  wished  to  ferve. 
In  this  motion  he  was  oppofed  by 
lord  Mansfield,  who  confidered  the 
production  of  witneffes  as  unneceC- 
lary  :  for  that  bills  of  the  nature 
alluded  to  were  rather  matters' of 
policy  than  of  humanity. 

Lord  Walfingham  wiffied  that  the 
motion  might  not  be  preffed.  He 
bad  apprehenfions,  however,  from 
the  multitude  of  prifoners  who 
were -crowded  together  in  one  place. 
Difeales  might  break  out  among 
them,  and  fpread  through  the  king¬ 
dom.  ^le  therefore  thought  that 
fome  method  fhould  be  fallen  upon 
to  prevent  a  danger  of  this  fort. 

Lord  Thurlow enlarged  upon  the 
mifehieffi  which  refulred  from  bills 
in  favour  of  infolvent  debtors.  Ex¬ 
perience  had  (hewn  that  little  advan¬ 
tage  was  to  be  derived  from  them  ; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  they  went 
to  difpenle  with  the  law's  of  the  land, 
and  to  declare  that  they  were  inad¬ 
equate  to  the  ends  for  which  they 
had  been  fram  ed. 

The  earl  of  Effingham  was  con- 
K.  2  ■  vinceuf 
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vinced  that  the  proving  the  exigence 
of  the  diftrefs  pointed  to,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  its  redrefs  had  nothing 
improper  in  it.  He  lamented  that 
the  laws  were  fo  imperfect;  and  ex¬ 
claimed  again  ft  the  cruelty  of  ffiut- 
ing  up  individuals  for  life  within 
the  walls  of  aprifon. 

Lord  Mansfield  affirmed,  that 
the  more  he  reflected  on  the  meafure 
of  calling  witnefles  to  the  bar  of  the 
boufe  of  peers  on  the  buiinefs,  be¬ 
fore  them,  he  was  the  more  con¬ 
vinced  of  its  impropriety.  It  was 
againft  all  the  rules  by  which  they 
were  ufually  directed.  A  bill  ought 
to  fpeak  for  itfelf ;  and  to  carry 
its  meaning  on  the  face  of  it.  If 
witnefles  were  to  prove  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  a  bill,  the  fenfe  of  the  houie 
ought  previoufly  to  be  taken,  w he¬ 
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ther  or  not  it  fhould  be  brought  be* 
fore  them.  Upon  this  principle,  the: 
prefent  bill  ought  to  be  rejected ; 
for  it  would  tend  to  eftablifli  an  in¬ 
formality. 

Infolvent  a£ts  too  had  become  fo 
frequent,  that  they  were  expe&ed. 
with  confidence  ;  and  it  was  a  mat' 
ter  of  fpeculation  and  care  to  the 
fraudulent  debtor  to  take  a  full  ad¬ 
vantage  of  them.  Jails  communi¬ 
cated  with  jails  ;  and  an  alarming; 
dilhonefty  was  encouraged  and  fob 
tered  throughout  the  kingdom* 

No  inclination  being  difcoveree 
among  the  peers  to  divide  with  the. 
earl  of  Effingham,  his  bill  was  re<* 
jedfed  ;  and  he  protefted  againfi 
what  he  conceived  to  be  an  impro 
per  conduct  of  the  houfe. 


CHAP,  XX. 

Book  concerning  Public  Money.  A  remarkable  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Expen 
diturc  of  Money .  Inefficacy  of  the  Controul  of  the  Exchequer.  T/fePrc 
priety  of  controlling  Accountants.  Amendments  upon  the  Motion  of  Mr 
Pitt.  Addrefs  to  the  King  to  improve  the  Controul  of  the  Exchequer .  Speec  ' 
from  the  Throne.  The  Prorogation  of  the  Parliament .  The  Definitive. 
Treaties  with  France  and  Spain.  The  Definitive  Treaty  with  America 
The  Treaty  with  the  Dutch .  The  Proclamation  of  the  Peace. 


TN  conformity  to  the  or- 
July  io.  £  <jer  of  the  commons, 

lord  John  Cavendifh  fubmitted  to 
their  obfervation,  a  book  or  volume 
which  contained,  aA  lift  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  accountants,  who  have  received 
public  money  by  way  of  impreft  and 
upon  account,  and  who  have  not  yet 
accounted  for  the  fame,  and  of  thole 
perfons  from  whom  balances  of  de¬ 
clared  accounts  are  ftill  due.’J 

This  book  being  laid  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  to  make  a  motion 
with  regard  to  it.  He  ftated  that  the 
book  before  them  was  an  evidence 
that  upwards  of  forty-four  millions 
of  the  public  money  was  unaccount¬ 


ed  for.  This  was  an  extraordinar:  > 
circumftance.  He  meant  not,  how 
ever  to  fay  that  this  immenie  furl 
was  due  to  the  public,  and  might  t! 
recovered.  Much  of  it,  no  doub 
had  been  fubftantially  paid.  Bt 
with  regard  to  what  had  been  paic. 
it  appeared  not  that  it  had  been  ac 
counted  for  formally,  according  t 
the  rules  of  the  exchequer.  At  tl 
time  of  its  inftitution,  the  exchequ* 
was  adapted  more  particularly  i 
the  regulation  and  controul  of  e:j 
penditure  for  domeflic  ufes.  Wit 
this  limitation  in  its  aim  and  pu 
pofe,  it  was  not  therefore  a  matt 
of  furprize,  that  in  the  progrefs  < 

tim 
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time,  it  fhould  become  inadequate 
to  the  controul  of  the  growing  ex- 
pences  of  the  country.  It  was  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  it  was  unable 
to  check  the  extenfive  expences  to 
which  the  nation  had  of  late  years 
been  compelled  to  fubmit.  At  the 
termination,  therefore,  of  a  mod: 
unhappy  and  ruinous  war,  it  con¬ 
fided  with  policy,  that  they  fliould 
turn  their  lcrutiny  to  a  matter  which 
evidently  recruited  improvement  and 
^regulation. 

if  it  was,  indeed,  a  truth,  that 
the  exchequer  was  unequal  to  the 
xontroul  of  extenfiv.e  expenditure, 
it  was  a  matter  of  great  neceflity  to 
find  out  the  means  to  make  it  ade¬ 
quate  and  applicable.  The  abufes 
following  from  its  want  of  efficacy 
and  energy,  were  abundant  and  pal¬ 
pable  ;  and  they  might  be  carried  to 
an  extremity  that  would  endanger 
the  exifience  of  the  country.  A 
check  immediate  and  powerful 
ought  to  prevail,  and  exert  its  vigour 
over  every  fpecies  of  public  expendi¬ 
ture  from  the  iargefi  fum  to  the 
lowed:  which  was  iffued.  It  was  with 
a  view  to  this  check,  that  he  had 
thought  of  the  motion  which  he  was 
about  to  offer  to  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe. 

There  were  other  confiderations 
alfo  which  weighed  with  him.  It  was 
fit  to  afcertain  what  balances  were  in 
the  hands  of  fuch  fubyaccountants  as 
had  not  accounted  for  them  at  all, 
what  were  to  be  deemed  irrecover¬ 
able,  and  what  were  fubfiantially 
accounted  for,  though  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ftridl  rules  of  the  exche¬ 
quer.  He  was  confcious,  that  in  the 
book  there  were  a  great  many  names 
againff  which  large  fums  were  en¬ 
tered,  which  had  in  faff  been  ex- 
iinguifhed.  Some  fervants  of  the 
crown  had  accounted  for  their  ba¬ 
lances  to  the  treafury,  fome  to  the 
■comptroller  general  of  the  army> 


H1STOR  Y.  149 

and  others  to  the  principal  accent 
tants.  Eupas  the  forms  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  required  that  their  accounts 
fhould  have  pafied  the  auditor  of 
the  imprefi:  before  they  were  finally 
difeharged,  they  ft i  1.1  remained  as 
fub-accountants  chargeable  with  ba- 
lances  unaccounted  for.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  individuals  who  had  ac¬ 
counted  fubfiantially  but  not  for¬ 
mally,  the  inquiry  was  as  necefiary 
as  with  refpedt  to  others  who  wer® 
actually  in  debt  to  the  public.  It 
would  ferve  to  clear  their  chara6fers& 
and  give  them  an  early  quietus . 

It  was  likeways  fit  that  an  inquiry 
fhould  be  made  after  thofe  who  flood 
indebted  for  fums  long  due,  and  not 
likely  to  be  recovered.  If  fuch  per- 
fons  were  living,  their  characters 
fliould  be  ferutinized,  and  if  dead 
thofe  of  their  reprefentatives.  'Me¬ 
thods  fliould  be  taken  to  find  out 
what  of  fuch  debts  was  good,  and 
what  bad.  There  were  likewife  ac¬ 
countants  who  had  never  accounted 
at  all ;  and  from  whom  the  public 
might  derive  fome  benefit.  For 
that  the  public  fliould  lofe  as  little 
as  poffible,  was  a  maxim  that  could 
not  be  controverted. 

Upon  thefe  grounds,  he  moved, 
<c  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  that  it  appears 
that  large  fums  of  money  which 
have  at  different  times,  and  many  of 
them  very  long  fince  been  paid  far 
public  fervices  to  Tub-accountants, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  above 
forty-four  millions ,  have  not  yet 
been  accounted  for  before  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  imprefi:  ;  and  that  though 
many  of  them  may  have  been  other- 
wife  accounted  for  in  the  courfe  of 
office,  yet  others  to  a  very  large 
amount  have  not  been  accounted  for 
at  all. 

“  That  it  appears  to  the  houfe  to 
be  of  the  utmofl  importance,  that 
all  public  accounts  fhould  be  brought 
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forward  with  as  little  delay  as  poffi- 
ble ;  and  that  therefore  they  do  hum¬ 
bly  befecck  his  majefty  to  be  gra- 
cioufty  pleafed  to  give  directions  that 
the  mod  effectual  meafures  fhould  be 
taken  to  inquire  concerning  the  per- 
fons  to  whom  the  laid  fums  have 
beeniflued,  or  their  legal  rep-refen- 
tatives  ;  and  particularly  thole  to 
whom  money  has  been  iffued  in  the 
courfe  of  the  late  expen  five  war ;  and 
to  take  m.eafures  in  all  cafes  where 
there  ffiaii  appear  to  be  fufficient 
ground  to  compel  them  in  due  courfe 
of  law  to  account  for  the  fame  ;  and 
that  this  houfe  will  in  due  time  co¬ 
operate  in  fuch  me-a  fures  as  may  on 
full  deliberation  appear  to  be  proper, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  like  delays  for 
the  future.” 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  lord 
Mahon.  It  paffed  not,  however, 
unobjedled  to,,  and  unoppofed.  Sir 
Grey  Cooper,  while  he  allowed  that 
the  book  upon  the  table  had  rifen 
out  of  the  iifeful  diligence  of  an 
able  officer,  obferved,  that  it  had 
not  been  produced  as  the  balls  of 
the  morion  which  bad  been  made 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
It  was  a  matter  of  extreme  doubt 
with  him,  whether  it  ought  to  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  For  it  was  nei¬ 
ther  right  nor  expedient  that  its 
contents  ffiould  be  revealed  to  the 
world.  The  framer  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  had  allowed  that  the  book 
was  a  voucher  for  firms  which \  had 
been  actually  accounted  for.  Now 
the  difeovery  of  its  contents  might 
of  confequence  tend  to  deftro.y  or 
impair  the  credit  of  individuals 
who  were  concerned  in  mercantile 
tran fa dlions.  It  was  no  indifferent 
matter  to  many  contractors  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fervice  of  the  nation, 
that  they  flood  upon  record  as 
debtors  to  the  public,  in  fums  to  an 
immenfe  amount,  and  were  liable  to 
the  proeds  of  the  crqwn,  'Flier  eyre  re 


inftances  of  perfons  who  flood  upon'  * 
the  book  in  queflion  as  accountable 
for  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  to  whom  there  was  yet  a  balance' 
due  by  the  public..  It  was  like- 
ways  an  objedt  worthy  of  remark,, 
that  the  fub-accountants  could  not 
be  fet  infuper  upon  the  roll  till  a 
declaration  took  place  of  the  final 
account  of  the  principals..  There 
were  upwards  of  thirty-  three  millions 
of  the  fums  placed  againft  the  names* 
of  the  fub-accountants  which  a  role, 
out  of  the  accounts  of  thepaymaflers 
general,  fome  of  which  had  been 
palled,  and  fome  of  which  had  not 
been  paired.  Nor  did  he  conceive  that- 
the  barons  of  theExchequer,  wbofu- 
perintend  the  auditors  of  the  imprelf,. 
were  inacti  ve  or  inattentive  to  compel 
accountants  to  render  their  accounts* 
For  fome  years  pail  the  whole  court 
had  fat  upon  the  appofd,  as  it 
was  termed,  of  the  ffieriff  of  Mid-. 
dlefex,  in  which  are  comprehended, 
the  accounts  of  all  the  great  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  crown,  '  he  deputy 
auditors  attend  ;  and  upon  the  read-  • 
ing  of  the  half  yearly  certificates,, 
they  demand  of  the  ffieriff  what  he- 
has  done  on  this  or  that  writ  againft 
fuch  and  fuch  a  perfon  ?  Whether 
he  has  returned  iffues  againft  them, , 
and  to  what  an  amount  l  The  de-  ■ 
puty  auditors  are  examined  concern-: 
ing  the  circurn  fiances  of  each  cafe  j; 
and  particularly  whether  the  ac-i 
countant  who  appears  to  have  been. ij 
ferved  with  a  procefs  by  the  ffieriff 
has  delivered  his  vouchers  and  ac-*- 
counts,  or  any  and  what  part  of, 
them,  or  has  proceeded  with  regard 
to  them.  If  the  iffues  returned  by 
the  ffieriff  are  frnall,  the  court  may 
take  up  the  matter,  and  order  the 
ffieriff  to  return  larger  iffues,  more 
adequate  in  their  opinion  to  the 
default  and  the  fums  unaccounted 
for.  Thefe  were  regular  and  ufe- 
ful  formalities. 

It  was,  notwithUanding,  admitted 
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by  fir  Grey  Cooper,  that  the  pro- 
cefs  of  the  court,  and  the  power  of 
oompulfion  again  ft  defaulters,  were 
not  calculated  for  the  auditing  and 
paffing  the  accounts  of  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  public  money  during 
the  lad  war  ;  and  that  the  proceis 
again  ft  fub -accountants  wanted  an 
amendment. 

Lord  North  was  ready  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  compiler  of  the 
book  before  the  houfe,  was  a  per- 
fon  of  diligence,  talents,  and  pro¬ 
bity.  The  work,  however,  being 
the  performance  of  a  private  indi¬ 
vidual,  being  unfubfcribed,  and 
having  no  official  authority,  it  was 
not  a  proper  foundation  upon  which 
parliament  could  build  any  proceed¬ 
ings.  It'was  not  even  of  fufficient 
authenticity  tojuftifyany  grave  or 
formal  proceeding  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  ;  and,  therefore,  with 
regard  to  any  retrofpccfive  in¬ 
quiry,  it  was  an  inadmiffible 
voucher.  It  might,  however,  be 
admitted  as  a  fubftantiai  evidence 
for  the  promotion  of  a  better  mode 
of  keeping  and  paffing  the  public 
accounts.  For  it  was  undoubtedly 
an  illuftration  of  the  fact,  that  the 
forms  of  the  Exchequer  now  in  ufe, 
though  they  might  be  expedient 
and  applicable  in  former  ages,  were 
not  effectual  for  the  prefent  times, 
and  required,  accordingly,  to  be 
improved  in  extenfivenefs  and  ope¬ 
ration. 

With  regard  to  contractors  and 
thofe  who  dealt  with  the  treaftiry 
upon  com  million,  it  was  certainly 
verv  true  that  in  the  book  1  on  the 
table  there  might  be  placed  large 
fums  oppofite  to  their  names.  But 
they  were  not,  upon  that  account, 
to  be  conftdered  as  defaulters.  It 
would  be  found,  in  general,  that 
they  had  performed  the  fervices  they 
had  undertaken  before  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  money  of  the  public.  It 


had  gone  abroad  that  forty-nine  or 
fifty  millions  of  the  public  wealth 
were  unaccounted  for.  But  that 
prodigious  charge  had  now  been 
greatly  reduced.  It  was  now  dated 
at  forty-four  millions ;  and  even 
from  this  flate  there  were  deduc¬ 
tions.  For  the  right  honourabls 
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gentleman  who  had  made  the  mo?» 
tion,  was  difpofed  to  believe  that 
the  greateft  part  of  it  had  been  ac¬ 
counted  for  fubftantially  though  not 
formally. 

At  the  fame  time  it  was  worthy 
of  confideration,  that  thirty  mil¬ 
lions  of  the  amount  ftated  in  the  book 
on  the  table,  belonged  to  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  Mr.  Rigby,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Bar  re  ;  and  that  of  the  ba¬ 
lances  of  thefe  gentlemen,  the 
greateft  part  had  been  paid  in  fine© 
the  compilation  of  that  perfor¬ 
mance.  In  general,  too,  it  ought 
not  to  efcape  remark,  that  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  balances  in  the  hands  of 
public  accountants,  were  in  reality 
fo  fluctuating,  that  their  amount 
could  hardly  be  afeertained  with 
precifton  at  any  given  period.  The 
extent  of  confequence  of  the  fum 
unaccounted  for  to  the  public,  was 
uncertain.  It  was  obvious,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  was  far  beneath  the  a- 
mount  of  forty-four  millions.  This 
was  demon  ftrabie  from  decilive 
vouchers  ;  and  its  greatnefs  was 
every  day  decreafing.  It  therefore 
followed  that  charges  or  crimina¬ 
tions  on  grounds  which  were  pre¬ 
carious,  ought  to  be  made  with  he- 
fttation  and  with  modefty. 

Mr,  Sheridan  was  not  unfriendly 
to  the  nature  of  the  addrefs  ;  but 
oppoled  the  expreffion  of  the  mo¬ 
tion.  The  language  of  the  motion 
bore,  that  it  appeared  to  the  houfe, 
that  large  fums  of  money,  amount¬ 
ing  to  above  forty-four  millions, 
had  not  been  accounted  for.  Now, 
the  houfe  had  no  title  to  make  an  af- 
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fertion  of  this  kind.  The  fa£t  was 
too  ffrong  to  be  admitted  without 
examination  ;  and  no  fatisfa&ory 
evidence  had  been  brought  to  ef- 
tablifh  it.  The  book  upon  the  table 
was  no  proper  voucher  of  it.  It 
had  not  that  power  of  authenticity 
that  was  fufficient  to  enforce  belief, 
and  robe  the  bails  of  credit.  What 
was  it  ?  It  was  a  collection  of  extracts 
which  had  the  fandtion  of  no  proof. 
There  Was  even  no  atteftation  that 
they  were  correct.  No  individual 
gave  them  .his  authority  :  no  office 
offered  to  uphold  them.  They  were 
private  and  unfupported  notes  and 
memorandums:  they  were  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  anonymous  pamphlets.  He 
Would  not  impeach  the  induilry,  or 
the  virtue  of  the  compiler.  But 
it  confided  not  with  the  dignity  or 
juftice  of  the  houfe  to  give  implicit 
confidence  to  the  private  labours 
of  any  individual  whatfoever.  He 
therefore  wiilied  that  the  introduc¬ 
tory  part  of  the  motion  were  fo  ex- 
p refied  as  to  meet  his  meaning,  and 
to  obviate  his  objection. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  happy  to  hear  the 
objection  which  had  been  made  by 
Mr.  Sheridan.  But  it  was  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  if  it  had  been  darted  by 
any  member  in  oppofition  to  the  mi¬ 
ni  dry,  it  would  have  been  con- 
ilrued  into  an  affront  upon  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  For  it  was  the  import  of  the 
objection,  that  the  noble  lord  had 
prefen  ted  to  the  houle  a  book  or 
paper  of  no  authority. 

It  was  in  vain,  however,  to  re¬ 
probate  fo  llrongly  the  geniunenefs 
of  the  book.  A 11  u lions  had  been 
made  to  the  ability,  the  corredtnefs, 
and  the  virtue  of  the  compiler;  and 
it  was  not  to  be  difputed,  that  he 
bad  collected  it  from  the  infupcr  lift, 
from  the  writs  of  dftringas  ad  corn- 
put  andum ,  and  from  other  documents 
in  the  Exchequer  office,  of  which 
the  accuracy  was  indubitable.  The 


authorities  upon  which  it  waf 
founded,  were  in  reality  the  only 
authorities,  which  could  be  reforted 
to  upon  theoccafion.  And  if  they 
had  fingly  been  laid  upon  the  table, 
the  commons  could  not  for  one  mo¬ 
ment  have  hefitated  to  confider  them 
as  grounds  of  proceeding  the  mofc 
fure,  and  the  moll  warrantable. 
The  motion  he  had  made  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  reafonable  and  well  found¬ 
ed  in  the  greateft  degree  ;  and  if 
an  oppofition  was  made  to  it, 
while  its  grounds  were  fo  unexcep¬ 
tionable,  and  while  it  was  fo  clear 
of  party  and  politics,  what  muff  be 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  with¬ 
out  doors !  It  would  excite  a  black 
fufpicion  againfi;  the  minifters  df 
the  crown  ;  and  it  would  be  con¬ 
ceived,  that  it  was  their  wilh  to 
conceal  from  the  public,  a  faff  fo 
important  as  that  above  forty-four 
millions  of  money  bad  not  been  ac¬ 
counted  for  before  the  auditors  of  the 
imprefr.  To  weaken  the  authenticity 
of  the  book  on  the  table,  by  com¬ 
paring  it  to  anonymous  pamphlets 
which  the  treafury  might  purchafe 
from  hirelings,  was  a  frivolous  fub- 
terfuge.  No  allufion  whatfoever 
could  be  more  inapplicable.  The 
inquiry  he  propofed  was  fit  and 
proper  ;  and  if  minifters  chofe  to 
oppofe  it,  they  mull  fubmit  to  the 
odium  that  ought  to  overwhelm 
them.  He  had  done  his  duty,  and 
would  not  abandon  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  protefted  that  he 
had  never  meant  to  put  any  affront 
upon  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Exchequer.  In  this  affimation, 
he  trufted  he  would  readily  be  be¬ 
lieved.  At  the  fame  time  it  was 
demonflratively  evident,  that  nei¬ 
ther  that  noble  lord,  nor  any  other 
minifter,  who  brought  officially  into 
the  houfe  in  obedience  to  its  order, 
any  book  or  paper,  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  refponfible  for  its  authen¬ 
ticity,  It  was  with  reluctance  that 
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its  compiler  had  furrendered  it ;  and 
he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  take 
upon  himfelf  any  refponfibility 
for  its  contents.  If,  therefore, 
the  motion  fhould  Hand  as  it  had 
been  made  it  would  follow,  that 
the  commons  not  only  took  upon 
themfelves  an  affertion,  which  they 
were  not  warranted  to  hazard,  but 
compelled  the  framer  of  the  book  or 
paper  to  anfwer  decidedly  for  what 
he  had  refufed  every  fpecies  of  re- 
fponfbillty.  Tbit  was  a  fituation 
the  moft  lingular  into  which  to  in¬ 
troduce  this  gentleman.  It  was  to 
violate  his  confcioufnefs,  and  ty¬ 
rannically  and  abfurdly  to  make 
him  refponlible  for  matters  which 
he  had  acknowledged  and  knew  to 
be  not  fdfficiently  authentic.  It  did 
more.  For  it  would  eventually  tend 
to  oblige  all  contractors  againft 
whole  names  there  were  large  fu ms 
to  make  payment  of  them  ;  although 
they  had  fulfilled  their  bargain  to 
the  fatisfadion  of  the  treafurv. 

The  noble  lord,  who  as  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  had  pro¬ 
duced  the  book,  had  given  way  to 
the  extreme  candour  of  his  nature, 
and  to  his  entire  willinguefs  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  curiofity  of  the  houfe.  The 
noble  lord  had  laid  before  it  the  bell 
document  that  the  time  would  per¬ 
mit  him  to  procure ;  and  it  was 
from  a  private  intimation  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  his  iordfhip  knew  that  the 
book  he  had  prefented  was  prepared. 
To  fatisfy  the  wtfh  of  Mr.  Pitt,  his 
lordfhip  had  brought  it  forward. 
But  furely,  if  he  could  have  con¬ 
jectured,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  to 
ground  a  proceeding  upon  it,  he 
Would  have  abstained  from  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  paper,  fo  inadequate, 
and  fo  inauthentic.  If,  therefore, 
there  was  any  impropriety  of  con- 
dud,  and  any  want  of  candour, 
they  were  applicable  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  had  given  no  due  notice  of  his 
intention.  There  was  nothing 


*5$ 

more  apparent  than  that  the  pre- 
fent  queffion  was  in  fad  no  queffion 
of  party  ;  and  if  Heps  were  taken 
to  make  it  one,  the  opposition 
muH  be  anfwerable  for  them. 
The  tenacious  adherence  to  every* 
phrafe  of  the  motion  gave  more 
than  fufpicions  of  party.  To  re¬ 
gulate  the  mode  of  palling  the  pub¬ 
lic  accounts  was  right ;  and  to  fuch 
a  meafure  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jedion.  It  ought,  accordingly,  to 
have  been  brought  forward  with 
plainnefs  and  fimplicity.  But  the 
oppofers  of  miniH^  had  other  ob¬ 
jects  in  view,  than  juflice  and  the 
conHitution,  They  were  looking 
forward  to  their  own  exaltation  j 
and  intereft,  partiality,  and  faction, 
were  at  the  bottom  of  their  machina¬ 
tions. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  Mr.  Sheridan  did  not 
intend  to  affront  him  by  denying 
the  authenticity  of  the  book  upon 
the  table  ;  and  he  could  not  conceive 
that  any  infinuation  of  that  kind 
could  have  been  dropped  either  with 
propriety  or  with  candour.  Indeed 
the  fufpeded  affront  was  fo  eafy  to 
him,  that  he  was  himfelf  ready  to 
concur  in  the  affertion  that  the  book 
was  deficient  in  authenticity  when 
confidered  as  a  foundation  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  commons.  It 
wras,  notwithffanding,  the  belt  ac¬ 
count  which  could  be  procured, 
confidering  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time  allowed  for  the  production  of 
a  paper  of  that  fort.  If  he  had 
waited  for  official  accounts  and  evi¬ 
dences,  the  feffion  muff  have  paffied 
away  before  it  was  poflible  that  they 
could  have  been  prepared. 

It  was  alfo  acknowledged  by  lord 
John  Cavendifh,  that  he  would 
not  have  ventured  to  prefent  the 
book  at  all,  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  made  the  mo¬ 
tion  had  not  affined  him  in  private, 
that  it  was  fufficient  for  every  pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  which  lie  wifhed  to  obtain. 
After  a  declaration  of  this  kind, 
his  lord fhip  could  not  have  imagin¬ 
ed  that  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  would  have  grounded  a  mo¬ 
tion  upon  it  of  the  complexion  of 
that  which  was  now  under  confide- 
ration.  It  was  the  fenfe  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  that  the  houfe  knew  that  there 
were  forty-four  millions  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money  unaccounted  for.  Yet 
the  houfe  knew  not  this  any  more, 
than  that  there  were  forty-nine  or 
fifty  millions  unaccounted  for. 
The  affertion  was  without  any  foun¬ 
dation  ;  and  to  infill  upon  it  included 
a  wildnefs  that  was  grofs  and  pre- 
poflerous  in  the  very  greatefl 
degree. 

Mr..  Sheridan,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  public  from  being  milled, 
moved  two  amendments  to  the  ad 
cl  refs.  He  moved  find,  that  the 

words  6i  It  appears  to  this  houfe/9 
be  exchanged  for  44  This  houfe  hav- 

o> 

ibf  reafon  to  believed5  He  moved 
iecondly,  that  the  words  4*  Amount¬ 
ing  in  the  whole  to  above  forty-four 
millions,55  be  altered  for  the  expref- 
fion  46  Large  dims  of  money.55 

Mr,  W. Grenville  interpreted  thefe 
amendments  to  be  not  only  unwife, 
but  nugatory.  He  conceived,  that 
there  was  little  difference  between 
the  modes  otexpreffion  44  it  appears 
to  the  houfe,55  and  44  the  houfe  has 
reafon  to  believe.”  Fie  thought 
them  both  of  fuch  fufficient  import, 
as  to  pledge  the  houfe.  Nor  did  he 
.conceive,  that  it  was  any  obj edition 
to  the  book,  that  it  was  unfubfcrib- 
ed.  For  it  was  not  neceflary,  that 
every  paper  prefented  to  the  houfe 
fliould  be  fubfcribed.  It  was  like- 
wife  bis  opinion,  that  the  amend¬ 
ments  would  defeat  the  objedlof  the 
motion,  as  they  tended  to  conceal  a 
fad  which  it  imported  the  public  to 
knovvj  that  more  than  forty-four 


millions  of  the  public  money,  were 
unaccounted  for.  If  the  amend¬ 
ments  were  perfiiled  in,  he  declared, 
that  the  people  at  large  would  infal¬ 
libly  be  convinced,  that  the  mini- 
ftry  had  entered  into  a  firm  and  de¬ 
termined  refolution  to  refill  and 
counterad  every  inquiry  which 
pointed  to  uferul  and  falutary  re¬ 
forms  and  refolutions. 

Mr.  Fox  fupported  the  amend¬ 
ments  with  that  force  of  arp-ument 

•  _  O 

which  never  forfakes  him.  He  re¬ 
marked,  that  although  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  had  treated  the  amendments  as 
nugatory,  he  had  yet  argued  that 
their  firehgth  was  fo  enormous  as 
that  they  would  alarm  the  public, 
and  engage  the  people  to  believe, 
that  the  minifhy  were  rooted  adver- 
faries  of  the  conilitution  and  re¬ 
form.  He  acknowledged  that  no 
fuch  confequences  excited  his  fears  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  re¬ 
concile  the  pofition  and  the  conclu- 
flons  of  the  honourable  member. 

A  regard  to  the  intereft  of  truth 
as  well  as  policy  had  occafioned  the 
amendments.  For  it  was  fitting  that 
the  houfe  fliould  not  be  feduced  or 
allured  to  declare  the  thing  that  was 
not.  Was  it  honourable  that  the 
houfe  fliould  after  t,  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  that  above  forty- 
four  millions  were  unaccounted  for  ? 
There  was  no  evidence  before  them 
to  prove  this  fadt.  Were  they  to  be 
degraded  into  organs  of  fallehood  ? 
About  the  book  there  was  not  one 
circumffance  to  evince  its  authenti¬ 
city.  The  amendments  of  confe- 
quence  were  founded  in  truth  :  and 
pertinaciouOy  to  refill  them  had  an 
afpedt  that  furely  deferved  not  com¬ 
mendation. 

But  if  it  was  falfe,  that  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  the  houfe,  that  there  were  for¬ 
ty-four  millions  unaccounted  for,  it 
was  true  that  there  was  reafon  to  be- 
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lievt,  that  large  fums  were  unac¬ 
counted  for.  In  giving  the  prefer¬ 
ence  therefore  to  the  amendments, 
he  honoured  truth  above  falsehood. 
It  was  that  fort  of  preference  which 
the  houfe  would  and  muff  approve. 
The  oppofite  con  duff  was  not  only 
abfurd,  but  extravagant  and  ciimi- 
nal.  It  called  to  his  memory  the 
cafe,  of  a  near  relation  of  his  who 
had  been  a  public  accountant  ;  and 
who  at  one  period  held  in  his  hands 
nearly  four  hundredthoufand  pounds 
of  public  money,.  As  his  confe- 
quence  was  an  objeCl  of  envy  or  of 
malice,  his  enemies  found  it  con¬ 
venient  to  attack  him  ;  and  like  the 
apportion  of  the  prefent  hour,  they 
adopted  unfcrupuloully  the  method  ' 
which  Teemed  to  be  moft  fuited  to 
the  violence  of  their  hatred  and  pre¬ 
judices.  It  fuited  not  their  perri«a- 
city  or  clamour  to  declare  that  his 
father  lord  Holland  had  four  hun¬ 
dred  tlioufand  pounds  in  his  hands. 
They  went  to  an  extremity,  that 
was  moft  cm  juft  and  moil  inclement. 
The  truth  was  too  paltry  a  circum- 
ftance  to  bound  their  declamation. 
They  accordingly  ifigmatized  lord 
Holland  as  the  defaulter  of  unac¬ 
counted  millions  !  Fora  firoilar  rea- 
fon,  the  prefent  clamour  ftated  forty- 
four  millions  as  unaccounted  for. 
Faction  in  its  bitternefs  was  over¬ 
taken  by  folly  ;  and  its  affirmations 
were  often  fo  palpably  exaggerated, 
that  they  loft  every  poffible  effeCt,  and 
could  only  be  recollected  with  fcorn.. 
It  was  indeed  his  opinion,  that  it 
was  wrong  to  have  produced  the 
book.  The  polite  candour  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  his  with  upon  every 
occalion  to  gratify  the  curiolity  and 
defire  of  the  commons,  were  the 
reafons  of  its  production.  But  while 
thefe  reafons  apologized  fo  well  for 
his  condefcenfion,  he  ought  to  have 


a  £5 

confidered  that  his  candour  and  po- 
litenefs,  and  public  fpirit,  were  not 
univerfal  ;  and  that  the  perform¬ 
ance  in  queftion  might  have  been 
made  an  engine  for  the  lowed;  pur- 
pofes  of  anger,  difappointment,  and 
faCtion. 

Loud  complaints  were  made  that 
the  miniftry  were  averfe  from  in¬ 
quiry,  and  that  they  were  refolute 
enemies  to  every  propofition  of  re¬ 
form.  But  fuch  complaints  had  no¬ 
thing*  in  them  but  noife.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  offered  the  amend¬ 
ments  had  not  fpoken  againft  in¬ 
quiries  and  reforms.  No  friend  to 
the  miniftry  had  employed  that  lan¬ 
guage.  To  the  main  object  of  the 
addrefs,  no  oppofition  had  been 
made.  No  individual  had  objected 
to  it.  It  was  untouched  and  open. 
The  amendments  did  not  encroach 
upon  it  :  they  had  not  even  the  mod 
diftant  tendency  to  diminiffi  it. 
With  a  view  to  a  profpeClive  inquiry, 
the  book  had  its  ufe  :  and  let  that 
inquiry  proceed.  Let  proper  re¬ 
gulations  for  the  palling  of  public  ac¬ 
counts  be  fought  for  and  eftahliftied. 
It  was  the  earned:  and  refolute  pur- 
pofe  of  the  miniftry  to  encourage 
every  objeCt  that  was  falutary.  It 
was  their  bufinefs  to  guard,  and  not 
to  violate  the  conftitution.  They 
would  acknowlege  no  finifter  mo¬ 
tives,  They  would  meet  the  ad-* 
drefs  in  its  great  and  main  tendency  ; 
and  the  amendments  propofed  were 
even  abfolutely  neceffary  to  reconcile 
its  language  to  the  integrity  of 
truth. 

The  two  motions  being  refpectf  vc« 
ly  put,  were  carried  with  eafe.  The 
addrefs  accordingly  as  amended  was 
prefented  to  his  majefty  by  fuch 
members  of  the  houfe  as  were  privy 
counfellors  ;  and  he  commanded  the 
earl  Ludlow  to  inform  his  faithful 
commons  that  he  would  give  the  di- 
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regions  which  they  had  declared 
to  be  agreeable  to  them. 
juiv  The  bufmefs  of  the  fef- 

J  '  *  fion  being  now  -executed, 

the  prorogation  of  the  parliament 
took  place.  His  majefty  being  fear¬ 
ed  on  the  throne,  addreffed  himfelf 
to  both  houfp.  He  obferved  that 
the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year  re¬ 
quired  feme  remiffion  from  their 
long  and  laborious  attention  to  the 
affairs  oi  the  public.  But  that  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate  might  oblige 
him  to  call  them  together  again  at 
an  early  period.  To  a  temporary 
inconvenience  he  was  fu  re  they  would 
lubmit  not  more  from  their  uniform 
affection  to  him,  than  from  their  zeal 
for  the  national  profperity.  It  would 
be  proper  to  re  fume  foon  the  con  li¬ 
beration  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  Eaft 
Indies,  and  it  would  demand  a  very 
ferious  and  unremitting  confidera- 
t-ion,  Ke  had  expefte'd  to  have  had 
the  fatisfaftion  of  announcing  that 
the  terms  of  pacification  were  defi¬ 
nitively  fettled.  But  the  compli¬ 
cated  ftate  of  that  bufmefs  had  pro- 
4 rafted  the  negociations.  He  had, 
however,  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  feveral  powers  concerned 
were  entirely  difpofed  to  pacific  mea- 
lures.  Hd  thanked  the  commons 
for  the  fupplies  they  had  fo  liberally 
.granted  for  the  public  fervice.;  for 
facilitating  the  arrangements  with 
regard  to  the  prince  of  Wales  ;  and 
for  enabling  him  to  difeharge  the 
■debt  which  remained  on  his  civil 
lift.  And  to  the  parliament  in  ge¬ 
neral  he  recommended  the  care  of 
promoting  among  his  people  the  fpi— 
tit  of  order,  regularity,  and  induf- 
iry,  which  is  the  fource  of  revenue 
and  power  to  every  nation. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  proroga¬ 
tion  of  the  parliament,  when  it  was 
announced,  that  the  terms  of  the 
peace  were  finally  adjufted  and  efta* 


Milked.  The  definitive  treaties  he® 
tween  France  and  Spain  were  con¬ 
cluded  at  Verfailles  between  the 
duke  of  Manchefter,  on  the  pari 
of  his  Britannic  majefty;  the  count 
de  Vergennes,  on  the  part  of  the 
king  of  France  ;  and  the  count 
d'  Aranda,  on  the  part  of  the  king 
of  Spain. 

While  the  preliminary 
articles  with  France  and 
Spam  were  framed  into  definitive 
treaties,  the  provifional  ones  with 
America  underwent  a  fimilar  folem- 
nity.  At  Paris  the  definitive  treaty 
between  GreatBritain  and  theUnited 
States  of  America,  was  fubferibed 
by  David  Hartley,  efq.  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  for  his  Britannic  majefty,  and 
by  John  Adams,  efq.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  efq.  a»d  John  jay,  efq, 
plenipotentiaries  for  thofe  ftates 

In  the  trail faftions with  the  Dutch 
difficulties  had  arifen, .  and  it  was 
only  about  this  period  that  the  pre¬ 
liminary  articles  of  peace  could  be 
fettled  between  Great  Britain  and 
their  high  might ineffes,  the  ftates 
general  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Thefe  articles,  of  which  the  plan  has 
been  aferibedto  Mr,  Fox,  were  fub¬ 
feribed  at  Paris,  by  the  duke  o£ 
Manchefter,  as  plenipotentiary  for 
the  court  of  London,  and  by  their 
excellencies  L’Eftevenon  de  Be r ken- 
rode,  and  Gerard  Brantfen,  ambaf- 
fadors  extraordinary  for  the  States 
General.  They  were  of  the  fob 
lowing  import* 

It  was  ftipulated  that  a  Q 
fincere  and  conftant 
friend  Hi  ip  fhould  be  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  his  Britannic  majefty  and  the 
States  General ;  that  hoftilities 
fhould  ceafe  upon  each  fide ;  and 
that  there  ffiould  be  a  general  obli¬ 
vion  of  all  things  committed  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  war. 
With  regard  to  the  honour  and 

falute 


Sept.  3* 


F  OR  E  !  G  N 

fa  {ate  by  fea  given  by  the  veflels  of 
the  republic  to  thofe  of  GreatBritain, 
it  was  ordained  that  they  fhouid 

continue  refped'tively  according  to  the 

method  in  pra&ice  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoflilities.  All  the 
prifoneis  and  hoftages  on  each 
jide,  were  to  be  reftored  without 
ranfom ;  each  power  defraying  the 
expence  incurred  for  their  iubfft- 
ence.  Security  for  payment  of  the 
debts  contra&ed  by  prifoners  was 
reciprocally  to  be  given ;  and  all 
veflels,  whether  of  war  or  of  com¬ 
merce,  taken  after  the  period  of 
the  ceffation  of  hoflilities,  were  to 
be  reftored,  with  their  crews  and 
cargoes*  The  States  General  yielded 
and  guaranteed  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  the  town  of  Negapatnam 
with  its  dependencies  ;  but  the  king 
of  Great-B-ritain  conftdering  the 
high  importance  and  value  which 
the  States  General  attached  to  the 
pofteflion  of  that  town,  agreed  to 
treat  with  them  for  its  reftitution  in 
the  event  of  being  prefented  with  an 
equivalent*  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  became  engaged  to  reftore  to 
the  United  Provinces,  Trincomale, 
with  all  the  other  towns,  forts,  har¬ 
bours,  and  eftablifhments,  which 
had  been  conquered,  and  taken  in 
any  part  of  the  world  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war.  The  States  Ge¬ 
neral  bound  themfelves  not  to  mo- 
left  the  navigation  of -the  fubjedts  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  Eaftern  Seas*. 
As  differences  exifted  between  the 
Englifh  African  company,  and  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  company,  on  the 
fubjedtof  navigation  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  concerning  Cape  Apol- 
lonia,  it  was  determined  that  com- 

*  See  the  Account  of  the  Preliminary 
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miffioners  fhouid  be  appointed  cm, 
each  fide  to  adjuft  difficulties,  and 
to  deftrov  all  caufes  of  dilpute.  AJJt 
mutual  conquefts  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  not  comprehended  in 
thefe  articles,  were  to  be  reftored 
without  difficulty  or  compenfation* 
As  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
have  a  fixed  epoch  for  reftitutions 
and  evacuations,  it  was  refolved* 
that  his  Britannic  majefty  fhouid 
order  that  Trincomale,  as  well  as 
the  other  towns  and  territories  in  his 
poffeftion,  with  exception  of  what 
is  given  up  to  him  by  the  prefent 
articles,  fhouid  be  evacuated  at  the: 
fame  time  that  the  reftitutions  and 
evacuations  fhall  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  France*..  In 
the  fame  manner  the  States  General 
were  to  reftore  to  Great  Britain  the: 
towns  and  territories  of  which  they 
had  taken  pofteflion  from  the  Englifh 
in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  neceffary  in- 
ftrudtions,  of  confequence,  were  to 
be  fent  by  each  of  the  contracting 
parties,  with  reciprocal  paftports  for 
the  flips  which  were  to  carry  them* 
Gf  thele  articles,  the  ratification 
was  foon  after  executed.  A  period, 
was  thus  put  to  a  molt  calamitous 
war.  The  proclamation  , 

of  the  peace  with  France 
and  Spain  took  place  ;  and  though 
its  terms  were  to  many  a  fubjeet  of 
regret,  yet  the  moft  flattering  pre- 
fages  were  conceived  from  its  con¬ 
tinuance.  The  national  fpirir, 
which  had  funk  under  misfortunes, 
*  revived  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  abilities  of  the  government  will 
now  be  exerted  in  the  happieft  ef¬ 
forts  to  recover  the  profpeiity  and 
greatnefs  of  the  Empire. 

Articles  with  France  anti  Spain,  chap’.  j  1. 
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fair  of  the  Crimea .  Alliance  of  the  Courts  of  Peter jburgh  and  Vienna .  A 
A-  Compromife  ef'edled  by  the  Mediation  of  France .  Refgnation  of  the  Khan „ 
Preparations  for  War.  Meafures  of  the  'Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prujfia* 
Dijfcnfions  in  Holland . 


THE  enterpriiing  character  of 
the  emprefs  of  Ruilia,  and 
the  Heps  flic  is  continually  taking 
for  the  melioration  of  her  domini¬ 
ons  and  the  extenfion  of  her  com¬ 
merce,  are  well  underilood.  We 
ourfelves  have  been  the  witneifes  of 
this  unqueilionable  truth,  and  have 
felt  in  our  turn,  that  the  prepoffef- 
lions  of  amity  and  alliance  have  lit¬ 
tle  weight  in  her  deliberations, 
when  oppofed  to  the  aggrandifement 
of  her  crown,  and  the  intereft  of  her 
kingdoms.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  the  year,  whofe 
events  we  are  relating,  fhould  have 
added  one  frefh  example  to  the  many 
inflances  in  which  {he  has  proved 
tierfelf  a  fpirited  princefs  and  a  con- 
fummate  politician. 

One  of  the  principal  advantages 
that  accrued  to  her  from  the  peace 
ffie  concluded  in  the  year  1774 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  confifted 
it  its  declaring  independent  the  khan 
of  the  Crimean  Tartars,  who  had 
hitherto  been  always  fubordinate  to 
the  court  of  Conftantinople.  As  at 
the  lame  time  the  czarina  placed 
upon  the  Tartar  throne  a  prince, 
who  was  underflood  to  be  in 
her  interells,  it  was  commonly 
fuppofed  that  this  nominal  indepen¬ 
dency  was  little  lefs  than  a  fubjec- 
tion  to  the  crown  of  Peterfburgh. 
It  was  not  long  however  after  this 
peace,  which  was  to  give  tranquility 
to  fo  extenlive  dominions,  before 
a  rebellion  broke  out  in  the  Crimea, 
which  the  czarina  aferibed  to  the 
machinations  of  the  Turks.  The 


khan  was  expelled,  and  a  new  fo- 
vereign  placed  upon  the  throne,  with 
the  approbation,  as  it  fhould  feem, 
of  the  majority  of  his  countrymen. 
This  irregularity  however  was 
fpeedily  rectified  by  the  exprefs  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  Ruffian  arms  ;  and 
the  Turks,  difgufled  with  their  late 
mifearriages,  and  confcious,  it  may 
be,  of  interline  imbecility,  confent- 
ed  by  an  explanatory  convention  to 
reflore  every  thing  to  its  former 
condition. 

In  the  year  1782,  this  very  feene 
was  aided  once  again.  The  new 
khan,  it  was  laid,  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Ruilia,  had  ufurped  upon 
the  privileges  of  his  fubjeds,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  render  himfelf  more  def- 
potic  than  any  of  his  predeceffiors. 
Exafperated  by  a  feries  of  vexa¬ 
tions,  his  tribe  combined  in  the 
projed  of  a  general  rebellion,  and 
the  confequence  was  his  being  de~ 
pofed  from  the  fovereignty.  Thefe 
diflurbances,  as  well  as  the  former, 
were' Paid  to  be  fomented  by  emiffa- 
ries  from  the  Porte  ;  and,  if  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  her  imperial  majefly  is  to 
be  admitted  in  this  cafe,  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Turkifh  troops  adually 
took  up  their  quarters  in  Taman,  an 
ifland  in  the  flraits  of  Kaffa,  and 
even  beheaded  an  officer,  fent  by  the 
khan  to  enquire  into  the  motives  of 
their  arrival  in  his  territories. 

The  difficulties  under  which  wd 
labour,  in  profeffing  to  lecord  the 
events  of  each  year  a  few  months 
after  its  expiration,  are  obvious.  We 
are  not  indeed  vain  enough  under 
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ihefe  circumftances  to  rank  ourfelves 
in  the  clafs  of  regular  hiftorians ; 
and  we  afpire  to  no  more  than  to  fa- 
tisfy  one  of  the  moil  natural  ot  all 
pailions,  a  curio  fry  after  recent 
events,  in  a  manner,  more  connec- 
ed,  more  amufmg,  and  fomewhat 
3efs  liable  to  the  groffeft  deceptions, 
than  can  be  expended  trom  the  news 
of  the  day.  In  the  prefen t  cafe,  the 
conduit  we  are  taught  to  afcribe  to 
the  Turks  fhould  feem  very  incon- 
fiftent  with  that  wifdom  by  which 
their  councils  are  faid  to  have  been 
guided  in  recent  infhmces.  One  of 
the  firft  objects  of  policy  to  a  good 
adminiftration  is  to  decide  between 
the  fyftemof  war  and  the  fyftem  of 
peace.  If  the  Porte  were  inclined 
to  retrieve  their  reputation  by  the 
way  of  arms,  undoubtedly  the  difik- 
tisfaition  of  the  Crim  Tartars  with 
the  changes  in  their  iituation  afford¬ 
ed  them  a  very  advantageous  open¬ 
ing  ;  but  then  the  underhand  al- 
iiftance  adminiftered  to  their  late 
fubjeits  ought  to  be  fupported  with 
a  clear  and  dignified  line  of  conduit. 
If  they  wifhed,  as  is  more  probable, 
by  a  continuance  of  tranquility  to 
recover  from  their  Ioffes,  they  fhould 
furely  have  avoided  giving  the  fmall- 
eft  umbrage  to  their  powerful  neigh¬ 
bours.  On  the  other  hand,  the  a  11- 
grafping  ambition  of  the  court  of 
Peterfburgb  is  well  known,  and  it  is 
not  expended  that  they  would  in  all 
cafes  be  careful  to  cover  their  ufurp- 
ations  with  the  femblance  of  juf- 
tice.  The  internal  evidence  would 
lead  to  decide  without  hefitation  that 
the  Ruffians  were  the  aggreffors ;  but 
it  mu  ft  be  acknowleged  the  contrary 
idea  is  fupported  with  f©  much  pre- 
cifion  of  circumftance,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  us  at  this  diftance  to  re¬ 
fute  it. 

In  this  fituation,  the  czarina,  hav¬ 
ing  firft  reftored  her  tributary  khan, 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  em¬ 


peror  againft  the  Turks,  the  objedl 
of  which  was  magnified  by  fome 
politicians  into  a  defign  of  expelling 
them  from  all  their  dominions  in. 
Europe,  They  certainly  intended 
to  render  Walachia  and  Moldavia 
independent  on  the  fide  of  Hungary, 
and  to  obtain  for  the  Ruffians  the 
undifturbed  navigation  of  the  Eux- 
ine,  together  perhaps  with  that  of  the 
Danube  for  the  Auftrians,  and  from 
thence  through  the  Hellefpont  into 
the  Mediterranean,  If  they  had 
attained  thefe  objects  with  facility, 
it  is  probable  they  would  not  eafily 
have  been  perfuaded  to  flop  in  their 
career  ;  and  the  prefent  league  was 
compared  to  that  for  the  partition  of 
Poland,  which  had  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  been  formed,  when  Europe  in 
general  wasexhaufted  by  a  long  and 
ruinous  war.  In  the  mean  time  the 
warlike  preparations  of  the  Ruffians, 
the  Turks,  the  emperor  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  and  even  the  king  of  Pruffia,  were 
carried  on  with  much  diligence 
on  all  fides. 

The  fil'd  regular  proceeding- 
which  the  allied  powers  made  in  con¬ 
cert  was  in  the  delivery  of  two  me¬ 
morials,  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1782, 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  Infilling  tli3t 
that  court  muft  not  henceforth  inter- 
r fe-e  with  the  affairs  of  the  Crimea, 
nor  encroach  upon  the  prerogatives 
of  the  princes  of  Moldavia  and  Wa-, 
lachia,  nor  oppofe  the  free  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Euxine,  The  ftyle  of 
thefe  memorials  was  doubtlefs  fome¬ 
what  peremptory,  and  could  not 
eafily  be  digefted  by  the  Turkifh 
hauteur.  At  this  time  the  Ottoman 
court  was  divided  into  two  factions, 
One  whofe  views  were  directed  to¬ 
wards  peace,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  the  grand  vizier ;  the  other  de- 
firous  of  war,  under  the  control  of 
the  capitan  pacha.  This  la  ft  feems 
for  fome  time  to  have  been  predomi¬ 
nant. 


Iri 


BRITISH  AND 


i6q 

In  this  lituation  the  court  of 
Verfaiiles,  faithful  to  the  connexion 
that  has  fubfifted  for  time  immemo¬ 
rial  between  her  and  the  Porte, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  interfere ; 
and  as  they  had  to  do  in  the  prefent 
inftance  with  enemies  famous  for 
their  inflexibility,  hie  applied  her- 
felf  to  perfuade  the  Turks  to  fub- 
mit,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
belt  terms  they  could,  apprehenfive 
left  a  longer  conteft  under  fuch  evi¬ 
dent  diladvantages,  might  only  in¬ 
duce  the  new  allies  to  in  lift  upon  fe- 
verer  terms.  The  acquiefcence  of 
the  grand  lignior  was  accordingly  fig- 
nified  to  the  imperial  crowns,  and  let¬ 
ters  of  acknowlegement  were  foon  af¬ 
ter  addrefled  by  them  to  the  count  de 
Vergennes,  the  French  minifter 
principally  concerned  in  this  tranl- 
aChon,  in  which  among  other  ex¬ 
pressions  of  gratitude,  the  czarina 
beftowed  upon  him  the  appellation 
of  the  Pacificator  of  Europe, 

For  fome  time  it  is  probable  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  contented  with 
this  advantageous  conclufion  of  fo 
arduous  a  bufinefs.  She  had  gain¬ 
ed  very  important  conceftions,  and 
conceifions  of  which  {he  had  enter¬ 
tained  but  little  expectation,  with¬ 
out  their  having  coft  her  one  drop 
of  blood.  But  if  in  one  view  the 
eafe  with  which  they  were  obtained, 
enhanced  the  value  of  theie  advan¬ 
tages,  in  another  it  only  ferved  to 
awaken  a  more  com  prehen  five  am¬ 
bition.  She  could  not  decently  hold 
forth  larger  pretenfions  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  war,  but  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  her  views  were  not  limited  to 
the  claims  fpecified  in  her  memori¬ 
al.  She  was  willing  however  to  fit 
down  for  a  moment  to  fuffer  the  new 
lituation  fhe  had  gained  to  unfold  it- 
felf,  and  to  cultivate  that  extenfive 
plan  of  commerce  to  which  file  was 
fo  paffionately  attached.  Her  fleets 


had  already,  covered  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
and  fhe  expeCted  foon  to  penetrate 
into  the  larger  and  more  confpicu- 
ous  fcene  afforded  by  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean. 

In  this  lituation  an  unexpected i 
incident  called  her  attention  anew  to 
the  fubjedt  of  war.  Sahim  Gherai, 
khan  of  the  Crimea,  difgufted  at  his 
fltuation  between  two  rival  empires, 
mortified  at  the  alienation  of  his 
fubjeCts,  naturally  of  a  feeble  mind,; 
and  now  debilitated  with  difeafe, 
fignified  his  defire  of  refigning  his  ; 
crown  into  the  hands  of  the  cza¬ 
rina.  For  fome  time  the  Ruffian  re- 
fident  in  the  Crimea  did  everything 
in  his  power  to  difluade  him  from 
his  purpofe.  The  determination  of 
Sahim  was  unalterable,  and  Cathe¬ 
rine  refolved  once  for  all  to  take  the 
peninfula,  together  with  the  iiland 
of  Taman,  and  the  province  of  Cu¬ 
ban  Tartary  on  the  other  fide  the 
flraits,  under  her  own  immediate 
adrnmiftration.  The  manifefto  de-- 
claratory  of  this  refolution  is  dated 
on  the  eighth  day  of  April. 

From  this  moment  affairs  affumed 
a  more  hoftile  appearance  than  ever. 
The  court  of  Conftantinople,  far 
from  tamely  digefting  this  new  at¬ 
tack,  by  which  ail  her  recent  wounds 
were  wantonly  laid  open,  replied  to 
the  Ruffian  manifefto  with  an  ani¬ 
mation  and  energy  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  any  court  in  the  world.  ( 
“  What  pretenfions  of  right,”  fay 
they,  u  can  her  imperial  majefty 
have  to  territories,  annexed  for  ages 
to  the  dominion  of  the  Porte  ? 
Would  fuch  claims  on  any  part  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  not  be  inftantly 
refilled  ?  And  can  it  be  prefumed 
that  the  fublime  Porte,  however  dc- 
firous  of  peace,  will  acquiefce  in 
what  ambition  may  term  policy, 
but  juftice  and  equity  would  deem 
ufurpation  ?  What  northern  power 
'  has ; 
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Iras  the  Forte  offended  f  Whofe  ter¬ 
ritories  have  the  Ottoman  troops  in¬ 
vaded  ?  In  the  country  of  what 
prince  is  the  Turkifh  ftandard  dis¬ 
played  ?  Content  with  the  bounda¬ 
ries  of  empire  aligned  her  by  God 
and  his  prophet,  the  whiles  of  the 
Porte  are  for  peace  ;  but,  if  the 
court  of  Ruffia  be  determined  in  her 
claims,  and  will  not  recede  without 
an  acquiiition  of  territory  which 
does  not  belong  to  her,  the  Sublime 
Porte,  appealing  to  the  world  for 
the  jufticeof  her  proceedings,  mure 
prepare  for  war,  relying  on  the  de¬ 
crees  of  heaven,  and  confident  of 
the  interpofition  of  the  prophet  of 
prophets,  who  will  protect  his  faith¬ 
ful  Servants  in  the  hour  of  every 
difficulty  Fs 

The  Spirit  displayed  by  the  court 
of  Conftantinople  upon  this  occafton, 
was  probably  in  a  great  meafure  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  decided  part  the  court  of 
France  Seemed  now  ready  to  take  in 
the  controverfy.  A  fleet  of  twelve 
fail  of  the  line  were  preparing 
with  great  affiduity  in  the  port  of 
Toulon,  Whofe  deftination  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  the  protection  of  the 
Levant  trade,  at  the  fame  time  that 
a  conliderable  body  of  troops  were 
to  take  poiTeffion  oR  the  ifland  of 
Candia,  of  which  the  T urks  were  to 
make  a  temporary  ceffion  during  the 
war.  The  Ruffian  ambaflador, 
having  formally  demanded  ,for  what 
purpofe,  immediately  after  the  con- 
clufion  of  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
his  majefty  was  preparing  fo  confi- 
derable  an  armament  at  Toulon,  re¬ 
ceived  for  anfwer,  44  that  the  molt 
Chriftian  king  was  refolved  not  to 
permit  any  foreign  power  to  fend  its 
Squadrons  into  the  Mediterranean  to 
interrupt  the  commerce  of  his  Sub¬ 
jects. ”  This  was  not  a  Sudden  or 
indigefted  meafure,  Since  fo  long 
ago  as  the  month  of  December  !  7S2, 
a  treaty  had  been  entered  into  be¬ 
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tween  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Con- 
ilantinople,  in  which  it  was  expreiffi 
ly  ftipulated,  that  the  former  power 
Should  not  Suffer  any  Ruffian  Snips  to 
enter  the  Mediterranean,  in  cafe  of 
a  war,  between  the  Forte  and  the 
czarina. 

Nor  was  this  a  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  that  ought  to  furprife  that  po¬ 
tentate.  In  the  inftrument  of  the 
armed  neutrality,  fabricated  by  rh& 
court  01  Peterfburgh,  it  was  laid 
down  as  a  principle,  “that  without 
the  confent  of  the  northern  powers 
a  Single  cannon  fhould  not  be 
fired  in  the  Baltic,”  It  was  natural 
enough  for  the  Southern  powers, 
whofe  dominions  border  upon  the 
Mediterranean,  to  conclude,  that 
they  had  an  equal  right  to  make 
laws,  and  create  exclufive  privileges 
for  the  fea  that  wa flies  their  respec¬ 
tive  dominions.  It  muft  be  acknow- 
leged  however  to  be  galling  enough 
for  the  czarina,  to  behold  the  caufe 
of  England  revenged  by  her  moil 
avowed  enemy,  and  the  power, 

which  had  benefited  mod  bv  that 
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celebrated  meafure,  the  fir  ft  to  turn 
its  maxims  again  ft  theirauthor. 

It  being  now  Sufficiently  apparent 
that  the  Ottoman  Porte  was  not  in  a 
condition  absolutely  helplefs  and 
deftittne  of  all  refource,  the  court 
of  Verfailles  once  more  offered  its 
mediation  to  the  czarina,  to  fettle 
the  new  mifunderftanding  that  had 
arifen  between  her  and  the  Porte. 
But  the  language  of  the  Ruffians  was 
not  lefs  deciftve  upon  this  occafion, 
than  that  of  the  Turks  had  beeh  a 
little  before.  44  They  had  not 
given  the  Porte  anv  caufe  of  com- 
plaint  ;  wherefore  then  fhould  they 
fear  a  rupture?  Crimea,  the  Cuban, 
&c,  which  her  majefty  has  united 
to  her  empire,  were  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent  countries  ;  therefore  all 
mediation  upon  that  fubjeeff  is  Su¬ 
perfluous.  If  her  imperial  majefty 
L  fhould 
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Should  by  any  unjufl:  aggreflion  be 
obliged  to  maintain  her  right  by 
attacking  the  grand  fignior  in  his  own 
dominions,  fhe  would  then  gladly 
accept  the  mediation  of  France,  as 
the  moil  effectual  method  to  prevent 
the  eflufion  of  blood,  and  conciliate 
the  interefts  of  the  two  empires.” 

Such  was  the  refolute  face  put 
by  all  the  powers  concerned  upon 
this  new  fubjedt  of  difcuffion.  But 
notwithflanding  the  threatening  ap¬ 
pearances,  which  were  calculated 
to  llrike  the  fuperficial  obferver,  the 
politician,  who  regarded  the  Hate  of 
things  with  an  attentive  eye,  was 
able  to  difcern  various  fymptoms 
which  feeined  to  indicate  an  ap¬ 
proaching  fettlement.  The  Turks 
had  felt  too  feverely  the  fcourge  of 
war  to  be  in  ha  lie  to  renew  a  fcene 
which  might  bring,  on  the  mod:  tra¬ 
gical  catadrophe  ;  and  the  Ruffians 
hoped  to  fecure  that  by  the  milder 
procefs  of  negociation,.  which  they 
were  lefs  willing  to  commit  to  the 
uncertain  chance  of  war.  Month 
after  month  rolled  on  in  the  lame 
ftate  of  dubious  fufpence,  and  the 
feafon  of  adtion  doled,  without  any 
definite  llep  having  been  taken  to¬ 
wards  the  eilablifliment  of  peace, 
but  without  either  paities  having 
proceeded  to  adtual  hofiilities. 

While  the  court  of  Feterffitirgh 
was  engaged  in  thefe-  advantageous 
tranfadtions,  that  of  Vienna  kept 
pace  with  her  ally  in  recruiting  her 
military  force,  and  in  thofe  move¬ 
ments  upon  her  frontiers,  which 
were  calculated  to  infpire  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  impending  hofbility. 
It  was  dill  doubtful  however,  whe¬ 
ther  the  emperor  was  determined 
to  attack  the  Ottomans  in  concert 
With  Rufiia,  or  whether  his  princi¬ 
pal  defign  was  not,  by  afluming  a 
bolide  appearance  in  fo  critical  a 
.juncture,  to  compel  the  Turks  to 
purchafe  his  neutrality  by  dome  im¬ 
portant  conceffions. 


In  the  mean  time  this  new  objedfc 
of  the  Aullrian  exertions  did  not  di¬ 
vert  the  attention  of  his  imperial  ma^ 
jedy  from  his  favourite  objedt  of  re¬ 
ligious  reformation,  and  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  exorbitant  revenues  of 
the  church  to  fupply  the  difburfe- 
ments  of  the  date.  Seventeen  ad¬ 
ditional  monalleries  were  fupprefled 
in  the  lower  Aufiria,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  efiablilhments  abolifhed 
in  the  Netherlands  have  been  frated 
at  the  incredible  amount  of  one 
hundred.  At  the  fame  time  an  e- 
didt  was  pointed  againft  the  order  of 
hermits,  and  by  another  the  rights 
of  fepulture  were  extended  to  every 
branch  of  religion!  Its.  The  king 
of  Pruffia  and  the  czarina,  ever  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  proceedings  of  their 
neighbouring  princes,  and  eager  it 
may  be  to  feize  thofe  advantages, 
which,  in  fome  kind  or  other,  every 
fpecies  of  decifive  policy,,  however 
mature  and  judicious,  mud:  be  con¬ 
tented  to  facrifice,  have  taken  the 
catholic  religion  under  their  parti¬ 
cular  protection.  By  the  former  a. 
circular  letter  was  addiefled  to  hiss 
prelates,  a  flu  ring  them  that  the 
privileges  of  their  communities! 
fhould  remain  inviolate  fo  ions 
as  their  condudt  was  moffenfive ; 
and  the  latter  entered  into  a  ne¬ 
gociation  with  the  pope  in  the* 
ipringof  this  year,  for  the  more  re¬ 
gular  fettlement  of  the  unfortunates 
order  of  Jefuits  in  the  various  pro** 
vkices  of  her  empire. 

But  the  enterprifes  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  upon  the  fubjedl  of  reform  have, 
not  been-  refbidted  to  the  objedl 
of  religion,  or  the  views  of  in- 
tered'.  In  the  commencement  oi 
the  year  an  eaidl  was  publifhed  a-i 
bolifiiing  the  remains  of  fervitude 
and  villanage  in  the  imperial  domi¬ 
nions,  by  which  it  was  exprefsly 
provided,  that  every  fubjedl  of  Au- 
flxia  drould  be  at  liberty  to  quit  the 
diftridt  in  which  he  was  born,  ane 
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fettle  in  another  province,  firft  pro¬ 
viding  a  fubftitute,  that  the  culture 
of  the  lands  fhould  not  be  impeded  3 
end  that  it  ihall  be  lawful  for  every 
perfon  to  follow  the  art  of  his  own 
choice  without  moleftation*  More 
lately  a  new  arrangement  was  made 
in  law-proceedings  for  the  advantage 
of  the  fubiedt ;  the  fees  of  the  law- 
yers  being  fixed  at  a  very  moderate 
amount,  and  a  pen  lion  granted  them 
in  lieu  of  their  former  emoluments 
out  of  the  imperial  t  re  a  fury  a 

The  celebrated  monarch  of  Pruf- 
lia,  though  declining  fait  in  the  vale 
of  years,  iUli  exhibits  thefymptoms 
o ;  that  lingular  character  that  has  al- 
U'ayo  belonged  to  him,  Two  oc¬ 
currences  of  the  year  17835  other- 
wife  inconuderable,  may  on  this  ac¬ 
count  deferve  to  be  mentioned «  A 
letter  of  the  king  has  been  publiilied, 
addrefied  to  one  of  his  nobility,  who 
requefted  a  com  million  in  the  army 
for  his  fon*  61  I  have  given  orders 
ibme  time  fince,”  replied  the  prince* 

that  no  perfons  of  rank  be  ad¬ 
mitted  in  my  armies  ;  as  fuch,  alter 
a  campaign  or  two,  generally  retire 
to  their  eilates,  where  they  enjoy 
the  reputation  of  having  been  in 
thefervice.  If  your  fon  chufes  to 
be  a  foldicr,  his  title  will  avail  him 
nothing  for  preferments  If  any  of 
our  men  of  failiion  fhould  by  chance 
prove  ufeful  to  his  country,  he  will 
have  no  occafion  to  ulume  himfelf 

1 

upon  his  quality.  Titles  and  birth 
are  nothing  bur  vanity  and  folly  1 
true  merit  is  perfonah”  About  the 
fame  time  he  publifhed  a  refcript  de¬ 
claring  it  to  be  his  pleafure  that  no 
kneeling  fliould  in  future  be  prac¬ 
ticed  in  honour  of  his  perfon  ;  af- 
iigning  for  his  reafon  that  this  a6I 
of  humiliation  was  not  due  but  to 
the  Divinity. 

Whatever  be  the  perfonal  faults 
©£  this  fovereign,  and  however 
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fliamelefs  and  undifguifed  the  pro¬ 
jects  of  his  ambition,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  his  reign  has  been  an 
exteniive  benefit  to  the  natives  of 
his  hereditary  dominions.  We  have 
lately  feen  an  account  drawn  up  by 
one  of  his  minillers,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  2,000,000  of  crowns 
have  been  expended  by  this  prince 
in  1782,  (and  it  ihould  feem,  that 
the  dilburfements  of  that  kind  in 
this  year  do  not  at  all  exceed  thofe 
of  twenty  preceding  years)  in 
draining  marfhes,  rebuilding  cities, 
eftabliiliing  manufactories,  fettling 
colonies,  relieving  diilrefs,  and  in 
the  other  purpofes  of  true  philan¬ 
thropy  and  exteniive  policy*  At 
the  lame  time  we  are  informed  that 
this  able  fovereign  has  not  given 
lefs  attention  to  the  fubjecfts  of  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation*  44  The  trade 
of  Pruffia  has  increafed  fo  much  in 
the  co u rfe  of  this  year,  that  the 
number  of  its  iliips,  which  have 
palfed  the  found,  and  navigated  the 
different  leas  of  Europe,  as  far  as 
the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  approaches 
that  of  the  five  great  maritime 
powers,  and  even  furpaifes  the  num* 
her  of  merchant  iliips  of  ail  the  reft 
of  Europe  taken  together.’’ 

The  republic  of  the  United  Pro-* 
vinces  had  long  been  torn  by  inttf- 
tine  factions :  and  an  unfortunate 
war  had  ferved  to  cheriih  the  feeds 
of  civil  diftenfion.  T,he  natives, 
confcious  to  the  languid  and  inglo¬ 
rious  proceedings  of  a  country,  that 
had  formerly  immortalifed  herfelf 
by  her  naval  operations,  were  not 
willing  to  impute  the  alteration  to 
any  univerfal  degeneracy,  but  ex¬ 
claimed  with  indignation  and  energy 
againft  thofe  who  polleifed  the  execu¬ 
tive  departments  of  the  ftate*  Their 
profecution  of  Lewis  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  field-marihai  of  the  republic, 
has  already  been  detailed  in  the 
L  *  former 
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former  volumes  of  this  work  ;  and 
the  difcovery,  that  his  errors  and 
mifcondudt  found  (belter  under  the 
wings  of  the  ftadtholder  was  not  at 
all  calculated  to  compofe  their  angry 
paffions,  and  booth  their  fufpicions 
into  iilence. 

From  the  fir  ft  inftitution  of  the 
States  General  there  have  fublifted 
two  parties  in  the  confederated  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  ariftocratical,  and  that 
©f  the  ftadtholder ;  and,  as  the  one 
©r  the  other  have  prevailed,  this 
prince  has  become  nearly  abfolute, 
or  been  wholly  expelled  from  his 
dominions.  Human  events  do  not 
always  follow  the  predictions  of  fyf- 
tem  or  the  dreams  of  philofophy  ; 
and  accordingly  the  ariftocratical 
parry  in  Holland  has  uniformly  been 
favoured  by  the  defpot  of  France, 
while  the  power  of  the  ftadtholder 
has  been  abetted  by  the  free  fans  of 
Britain*  The  vulgar  could  not  more 
readily  account  tor  the  feeble  and 
unfortunate  condudt  of  the  war, 
than  by  imagining  there  was  foul 
play  at  the  bottom.  The  Rates, 
who  had  loft  fome  ground  by  involv¬ 
ing  their  country  in  an  unpopular 
conteft,  eagerly  laid  hold  of  this 
idea  ;  endeavoured  to  lead  the  cry  ; 
and  it  was  now  generally  whifpered, 
that  the  ftadtholder  was  under  the 
influence  of  improper  partialities, 
and  that  the  duke  of  Brunfwick 
was  an  actual  penftoner  of  the  court 
©f  Britain. 

The  very  difpofition  to  engage  in 
meafuresof  hoftility  was  a  fure  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  preponderance  of  the 
ariftocracy  ;  and  the  court  of  Ton- 
don  by  a  declaration  of  war,  before 
the  ftep  was  actually  determined, 
probably  threw  new  weight  into  the 
fcale  of  the  Rates.  They  felt  their 
Htuation,  and  were  refolvedto  make 
life  of  it.  Their  attacks  upon  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  his  minifter 
were  regular,  well  conducted  and  in- 


ceflant.  They  did  not  confine 
themfelves  to  the  public  mcafures" 
that  were  calculated  to  tarniih  his 
reputation  ;  private  and  anonymous 
libels  were  allb  induftrioufly  diflemft 
nated,  containing  the  moft  injurious 
reflections  upon  the  ftadtholder,.  and 
the  princefs  his  confort,  and  deftined 
to  undermine  their  influence  and! 
authority.  In  the  mean  time  the 
immediate  project  of  the  ftates 
feemed  to  point  at  nothing  lefs  than 
ftripping  the  prince  of  Orange  of  his 
prerogatives,  as  hereditary  captain 
and  admiral  general  of  the  United 
Provinces.  A11  occafioa  was  pre- 
fently  funiifhed  for  them  to  bring 
forward  their  pretenftons. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  campaign 
1782,  a  man  of  low  rank,  a  gar¬ 
dener,  applied  to  enfign  de  Witter, 
a  young  officer,  Rationed  to  guard 
an  out-poft  on  the  ifland  of  Shocem, 
in  the  province  of  Zealand,  to  fa¬ 
vours  defcent  of  theEngiilh  upon  the 
ifland  in  which  he  commanded,* 
For  fome  time  they  concerted  toge¬ 
ther  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to 
promote  the  fucceiW'of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  but  a  fliort  time  before  the  pe¬ 
riod  propofed  for  its  execution,  the 
gardener  repaired  to  the  grand  pen- 
ftonary  of  Holland,  and  difcovered 
to  him  every  particular  of  the  con- 
Ipiracy.  Upon  this  intelligence, 
de  Witte  was  arrefted,  conveyed 
prifoner  to  the  Hague,  and  tried 
for  his  crime  by  the  high  court  of 
war,  the  flrft  military  tribunal  in 
the  United  Netherlands. 

There  was  little  room  to  doubt  of 
the  guilt  of  the  prifoner,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  he 
confefled  every  circumftance  of  his 
criminality.  He  informed  the  court 
that  he  had  promifed  his  feducer, 
that,  on  an  appointed  day  in  the 
month  of  Odfober,  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  have  the  foie  command 
at  Browers -Shoven  and  the  adjoin- 
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jng  battery  ;  that  he  had  informed 
him  verbally  and  in  writing,  of  the 
number  of  batteries  in  the  iflatid, 
their  guns,  their  weight  of  metal, 
and  by  how  many  officers  and  men 
they  were  guarded  ;  that  he  had  gi¬ 
ven.  him  a  fmall  chart  of  the  bland, 
in  which  the  fand-banks,  fiats  and 
depth  of  water  were  incorrectly 
pointed  out,  and  had  promifed  to 
lurniih  him  with  one  more  accu¬ 
rate  :  at  the  fame  time  he  ftrentt- 
oully  denied  his  having  any  accom¬ 
plices.  In  confequence  of  this  con - 
leffion,  the  court  found  him  guilty, 
and  proceeded  to  pais  fentence  on 
their  prifoner. 

In  this  ftage'  of  the  bufinefs  the 
matter  was  taken  up  by  the  dates  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Frieftand.  In  the 
-night  of  the  26th  of  December 
17S2,  the  unfortunate  officer  was 
fecredy  removed  from  the  prifon  of 
the  court  of  war  to  the  prifon  of  the 
civil  department.  And  on  the  4th 
of  May  following,  after  that  tedi- 
pufnefs  of  deliberation,  which  cha- 
radterifes  the  government  of  this 
country, they  abrogated  the  fentence, 
^nd  fufpended  the  high  court  of  war, 
.11  conlideration  of  various  inftances 
An  which  they  had  intrenched  upon 
the  civil  jurifdidVton  from  the  ex- 
erede  of  their  functions,  till  the 
pleaiure  of  the  ftates  general  fliould 
be  known  upon  the  fubjech  This 
determination  was  particularly  of- 
fenftve  to  the  ftadtholder,  who  pre- 
fented  a  vei'y  pointed  remonftrance 
upon  the  fubject.  In  the  mean  time 
it  is  not  a  little  lingular,  that  this 
confpiracy,  which  gave,  occafion  to 
fuch  important  proceedings,  has  at 
length  appeared  by  the  confeffionof 
the  informer,  to  be  purely  his  own 
invention  ;  he  having  inveigled  the 
young  officer  in  hopes  of  the  reward 
promifed  to  the  discovery  of  trea- 
£bn,  who  on  hh  fide  incurred  all  the 
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guilt  of  a  traitor  to  his  countryin  per- 
fed!  impotency  and  inconfequence. 

The  tranfactions  of  Holland  were 
n(M  beheld  with  an  eye  of  indiffer¬ 
ence  by  the  neighbouring  powers. 
The  king  of  Pruffia  in  particular 
repeatedly  interfered  in  behalf  of 
his  nephew  the  ftadtholder,  and  was 
deftrous  by  the  weight  of  his  au¬ 
thority,  perhaps  by  the  terror  of  his 
arms,  to  mollify  the  apparent  de¬ 
termination  which  the  aliemblies  ex¬ 
hibited  to  diminifh  the  prerogatives 
of  their  fovereign.  A  liot  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  November  1782  in  favour 
of  the  prince  of  Orange :  for  th& 
populace  were  ftill  attached  to  that 
illuftrious  houfe,  who  had  been  fueb. 
eminent  benefactors  to  their  count¬ 
ry  ;  and  fome  of  the  delinquents 
having  taken  refuge  in  the  duchy 
of  Cleves,  the  ftates  complained  to 
the  kingof  Pruffia  of  the  protection 
extended  to  them.  But  that  mo¬ 
narch,  far  from  vouchfafing  them 
the  anfwer  they  deb  red,  embraced 
•this  new  opportunity,  to  exhort 
them  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  by 
groundlefs  jealoufies  to  be  precipi¬ 
tated  into  hafty  refolutions,  but  on 
the  contrary  to  exert  themfelves  to 
oppofe  a  dangerous  and  factious  fpi- 
rit  of  innovation. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  convulfions 
of  two  old  and  rooted  parties  in  the 
republic,  a  third  party  has  arifen, 
animated  by  the  example  of  North 
America,  and  by  that  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty  and  independence,  which  has 
lately  diffufed  itfelf  in  the  world, 
in  favour  of  democracy.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  pure  republicanifm  has 
been  held  by  its  citizens.  They 
have  publicly  talked  of  chufing  de¬ 
legates,  and  aflerting  the  rights  ojt 
nature.  Their  merchants  and  manu¬ 
facturers  have  taken  to  the  ufeofarms, 
and  are  daily  improving  themfelves 
in  military  difcipljne.  To  judge  front 
L  3  the 
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the  aufpiciotis  contagion  that  has  to  fay,  one  more  fuch  revolution 
been  caught  from  the  revolution  in  would  give  freedom  to  the  world. 
America,  we  Ihould  be  almod  ready 
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Derail  of  the  French  Finances ,  and  of  the  Caiffe  d'  Efcompte. 

French  Court f  Mcafures  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  Earthquake  in 
Iria. 


THE  principal  event  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  France  for  the  year 
1783  is  the  failure  of  the  celebrated 
caifle  d’efcompte.  This  has  been 
generally  coniidered  as  an  objedt  of 
the  highed  importance,  and  little 
lefs  than  equivalent  to  a  national 
bankruptcy.  We  had  heard  much 
of  late  years  of  the  good  order  of  the 
French  finances;  and  the  praifes  of 
Necker,  the  director  general,  had 
been  founded  from  one  end  of  the 
globe  to  the  other.  The  fudden 
and  unexpeded  reverfe  has  but 
flruck  mankind  with  fo  much  the 
greater  force  :  they  have  imputed 
to  this  diftinguifhed  flatefmaii  the 
arts  of  a  mountebank,  have  fufped- 
ed  his  mod  boaded  improvements 
of  being  vifionary  and  unreal,  and 
inferred  from  this  event  a  new  cen- 
fureof  that  pacification,  upon  which 
fo  many  of  our  countrymen  have 
been  lolicitous  to  fallen  an  indelible 
odium.  The  event  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  is  of  confiderable  moment: 
and  were  it  of  much  lefs,  thefecir- 
cumfiances  would  have  rendered  it 
extremely  proper  for  us  to  go  into 
fome  detail  upon  the  fubjed.  The 
news  of  the  day  is  commonly  fuc- 
cefsful  enough  in  communicating  to 
us  unreafonable  alarms  and  tem¬ 
porary  panics,  without  being  after¬ 
wards  extremely  affiduous  to  draw 
afide  the  veil  of  error,  or  difiipate 
the  rmft  of  allonilhment.  We  will 
enter  into  3  flight  retrofped  in  our 
elucidation  of  the  fubjed. 


State  of  the 
Cala 1 

M.  Necker  merited  all  the  a p- 
plaufes  he  received.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  fuperintendance  of 
the  finances  in  the  dole  of  the  vear 
1776,  and,  though  the  government 
had  then  enjoyed  an  entire  peace  of 
thirteen  years,  he  did  not  find  them 
in  a  very  flourifhing  fituation.  Pub¬ 
lic  credit  had  received  a  fevere 
fhock  from  fome  tranfadions  of  the 
lad  years  of  Louis  XV.  ;  and  in  the 
very  year  that  was  terminated  by 
putting  the  admin ifiratlon  into  the 
hands  ot  Necker,  the  receipts  of 
the  treafury  royal  fell  ftiort  of  the 
dilburfements  by  one  million  der- 
ling.  The  year  1777  was  in  fad  a 
year  of  war  to  the  treafury  by  the 
great  preparations  that  were  made 
for  that  purpofe,  and  the  following 
years  of  adminidration  wrere  years 
of  adual  war. 

In  this  fituation  M.  Necker  was 
the  firll  to  apply  that  mod:  refped- 
able  of  all  maxims  of  finance,  that 
ceconomy  is  the  fured  fource  of  a- 
bundance,  He  found  in  Louis  XVI, 
a  prince  ready  to  fecond  his  patrio¬ 
tic  views  ;  and  by  operations  of  this 
and  other  kinds,  which  cannot  here 
be  detailed,  he  was  able  to  change 
the  excefs  of  dilburfements  of  the 
year  1776  into  an  excefs  of  re¬ 
venue  in  the  year  1780  to  the  a-, 
mount  of  445,0001.  And,  though 
in  1776,  in  full  peace,  a  four  per 
cent  dock  fold  at  dxty,  producing 
of  courfe  to  the  dockholdcrs  an  in- 
tered  of  fix  and  five-eighths  per 

cent. 
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cent*  upon  tlieir  money,  M.  Necker 
was  able  with  eafe  to  make  a  loan 
m  1780  at  an  advantage  of  only  fix 
per  cent,  per  annum  to  the  fub- 
icribers. 

Such  was  the  date  of  things, 
when  this  excellent  financier  laid 
his  famous  Compte  Rendu  au  Roi 
before  the  public-.  An  appeal  of 
this  kind,  as  the  venerable  author 
©bferves,  was  fo  memorable,  of  fuch 
public  notoriety,  and  capable  of  de¬ 
tection  by  fo  many  perfons,  if  it 
had  involved  any  mftances  of  fab 
fhood  or  mifreprefentation,  that  it 
may  well  be  admitted  for  authentic* 
Since  that  time  affairs  have  not  pro¬ 
bably  been  fo  well  conducted.  The 
faCts  ftated  in  M.  Necker’s  publi¬ 
cation  were  not  controverted,  but 
the  performance  itfelf  was  extreme¬ 
ly  offenfive  to  his  brother  miniders. 
Though  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
told  any  thing  but  the  truth,  he  was 
accufed  of  arrogating  too  much  to 
himfeif,  and  attributing  too  little  to 
his  colleagues  in  ad  mini  fir  a  thm.  In 
a  word,  the  piece.,  that  will  do  him 
immortal  honour  with  poflerity, 
procured  his  dii million  from  office* 
From  that  period  our  documents  are 
lefs  dec i live  and  fatisfadfory  in  their 
nature*  We  only  know,  that,  by 
the  ufual  confequence  of  fuch  dif- 
miffions,  many  of  the  reforms  he 
had  carried  into  execution  were  fu- 
perfeded,  and  many  of  the  abufes 
he  dedroyed  reflored.  We  know 
that  fince  his  refignation,  the  poll 
©f  comptroler  general  has  been  iuc- 
ceffively  filled  by  three  different  per- 
fons,  a  circumflance  from  which 
we  are  not  apt  to  infer  any  great  re¬ 
gularity  of  fyflem,  or  wifdom  of 
adminidration.  But  it  is  not  na*> 
tural  to  fuppofe,  however  un- 
fbady  or  injudicious  we  may  con¬ 
ceive  to  have  been  the  conduct  of 
minifbers,  that  the  kingdom  fhould 
funk  in  fo  ffiort  a  time,  from 


a  profperity  of  revenue  altogether 
unexampled,  to  the  verge  of  ban l<> 
ruptcy.  In  what  degree  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  payment  in  the  caiffe  d*~ 
efcompte  authorifes  unfavourable  in¬ 
ferences  refpeCting  the  general  date 
of  the  French  finances,  remains  for 
us  to  enquire* 

This  celebrated  bank  is  of  very 
late  inditution.  The  ed!6t  that  au- 
thorifedthe  undertaking  is  dated  01* 
the  twenty- fecond  of  September 
1776.  The  plan  was  originally 
formed  by  a  company  of  private  ad¬ 
venturers,  and.  its  capital  was  fixed 
as  500,000  k  Its  profeffed  defign 
was  to  difeount  ( ef compter)  bills  of 
exchange,  payable  at  two  or  three 
months  after  date,  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent,  per  annum.  Rut  this 
interelt,  from  which  it  is  neceffary 
to  deduCt  a  confiderable  expenc^ 
and  fome  Ioffes,  could  never  be  an 
equivalent  for  the  capital  funk  by 
the  proprietors.  An  additional 
power  was  therefore  granted  them 
of  iffuing  notes  to  the  amount  of 
their  capital,  which,  as  they  were 
capable  at  any  time  of  being  con¬ 
verted  into  fpecie,  might  be  often 
voluntarily  taken  by  their  cu dome rs 
from  mere  convenience*  And,  as 
the  perfons  at  the  head  of  this  efta- 
blifhment  were  chiefly  the  mod  opu¬ 
lent  bankers,  together  with  fome 
receivers  general  of  the  revenues* 
they  were  able,  by  agreeing  among 
themfelves,  to  take  thefe  notes  in 
lieu  of  cafh,  to  give  them  a  certain 
degree  of  circulation  and  currency'. 
The  notes  thus  iffiued,  added  to  the 
original  500,000 1.  doubled  their 
capital,  and  enabled  them  to  divide 
upon  their  Hock  at  the  rate  of  about 
fix  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  excellent  outline  of  this  fyff 
tem  feemed  to  infure  its  fuccefs. 
There  was  always  in  the  caiffe  a 
fum  of  money,  either  in  fpecie,  or 
in  bills  of  a  fhort  date,  of  500,000k 
h  4  equivalent 
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equivalent  to  the  notes  in  circula¬ 
tion.  There  was  befide  this  the 
500,000  1.  originally  advanced  by 
the  projectors,  and  never  with¬ 
drawn  ;  and  there  was  a  part  of  the 
dividends,  which  the  proprietors  had 
chofen  to  leave  in  the  caifle  for  the 
purpole  cf  accumulation.  Thefe 
circumftances  had  given  the  bank 
the  high  eft  degree  of  reputation, 
and  caufed  its  flock  to  fell  greatly 
above  par.  But  notwithstanding 
thefe  appearances,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  the  public,  on  the  fe- 
cond  day  of  October  1783,  the 
caifle  d'eicompte  flopped  payment. 
The  aligned  caufe  was  an  uncom- 
mon  fcarcity  of  fpecie  ;  and  it  can¬ 
not  be  denied  but  that  there  is  that  in 
the  nature  of  the  caufe,  which  renders 
it  capable  of  producing  the  efiedt 
afcribed  to  it.  The  public  how¬ 
ever  imagined  that  the  failur^  ori¬ 
ginated  in  a  loan  fecretly  made  to 
government  by  the  caifle  d’ef- 
compte..  What  confirmed  them  in 
the  fufpicion  of  i'uch  a  connection 
was,  that  about  the  fame  time,  the 
government  themfelves  flopped  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  bills  drawn  upon  them 
by  their  army  in  America.  We  are 
unable  either  to  coniirm  or  refute 
this  idea. 

Louis  XVI.  extended  his  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  falling  company.  Four 
ediCls  were  published  by  adminiflra- 
tion,  tending  to  relieve  the  diftrefs 
under  which  it  laboured.  The  e- 
diCts  bear  date  refpeCtively,  Sep¬ 
tember  27th,  September  the  3cth, 
OClober  the  4th,  and  OCtober  the 
10th.  By  the  firfl,  the  ftate  of  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  caifle  d’eicompte  be¬ 
ing  affirmed  to  be  as  we  £ave  above 
related, this  hank  is  autborifed  to  pay 
its  notes  in  bills  of  exchange  with 
beneficial  difcount  ;  the  notes  are 
ordered  to  have  currency  in  the 
banks  of  Paristonly  ;  and  all  pro- 


fecution  is  forbidden,  of  the  caifle 
for  payment  in  fpecie,  and  of  indi¬ 
viduals  for  debts,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  tendered  in  notes  of 
the  caifle  d’eicompte :  the  edict  is 
to  be  in  force  till  the  firfl  of  Janu¬ 
ary  r'784.  By  the  fecond,  the  or¬ 
dinances  againft  the  exportation  of 
fpecie  are  renewed ;  the  tranfport 
of  fpecie  from  province  to  province 
is  fu  ejected  to  infpeCtion  and  a  fee  ; 
the  bills  with  which  the  caifle  is 
permitted  to  pay  its  notes  are  fpeci- 
fied  to  he  bills  payable  in  three 
months  ;  and  the  caifle  is  allowed 
the  option  of  paying  its  notes  in 
fpecie.  By  the  third,  an  eftimate 
is  declared  to  have  been  taken  by 
the  king’s  command,  which  con¬ 
firms  the  declaration  of  the  firfl  e- 
diCt ;  the  caifle  is  allowed  an  op¬ 
tion  of  difeouming  bills  as  hereto-, 
fore,  whenever  they  judge  conveni¬ 
ent  ;  and  as  a  farther  encourage- 
ment,  a  lottery,  with  a  flock  of  one 
million  fterling.  redeemable  in  eight 
years,  being  eftabliffied,  the  rickets 
are  made  purchafeahle  in  notes  of 
the  caifle  cFefcompte.  In  each  of 
thefe  edidts  there  is  much  repetition, 
and  the  fourth  contains  no  original, 
matter.  To  the  circumftances  they 
contain  we  have  only  to  add,  that 
the  payment  of  the  notes  in  fpecie 
appears  never  to  have  been  entirely 
flopped. 

Nothing  has  ufually  been  found 
more  fatal  to  commerce  than  the 
interference  of  government.  But 
the  caifle  d’efcompte  was  referved 
for  a  fortunate  inftance,  that  this 
maxim  is  not  univerfal.  Though 
taken  under  the  tuition  of  a  king, 
it  furvived  the  operation.  By  de-^ 
grees  it  refumed  thofe  fundtions 
which  had  lately  been  fufpended. 
Its  bufinefs  has  increafed,  its  credit 
has  rifen,  and  it  feems  to  be  now  in 
as  flaurifhing  a  ftate  as  ever*  On 
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the  28th  of  February  1-784*  its 
Rock  fold  at  1 38 1  per  cent  *. 

F'om  the  detail  we  have  laid  be¬ 
fore  our  readers,  it  appears  how  . 
little  is  to  be  interred  to  the  diiad- 
vantao-e  of  the  French  finances  from 

o 

the  fufpenfion  of  payment  in  the 
caide  d’elccmptc.  The  fubjed. 
Would  not  indeed  have  required  to 
have  been  gone  into  at  fo  great 
length  from  its  intrinfic  import¬ 
ance.  It  wr  s  only  the  mifrepre- 
fentation,  which  has  gone  forth  rei-  ‘ 
petting  it,  that  at  the  fame  time 
feemed  to  demand  a  refutation  fome- 
what  cbcumdantial,  and  rendered 
it  an  objf.  cl  ot  confiderable  curio- 


litv.  For  the  reft,  notwithdanding 

the 


fome  unfavourable  fymptoms, 
date  of  the  French  finances  is  by 
no  means  contemptible.  A  great 
part  ot  their  loan  is  always  made 
upon  annuities,  which  of  courfe  ex¬ 
pire  in  a  fhort  term  of  years  ;  and 
nothing  feems  more  certain,  than 
the  practicability  of  their  revenues 
being  rai fed,  in  cafe  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  peace,  to  the  me  if  unen¬ 
cumbered  and  fiourifliing  condition. 

-r — The  greater  part  of  the  bills  we 

O  ^  x  ^ 

have  mentioned,  drawn  by  their 
army  in  America,  are  now  dif- 
charged. 

The  court  of  France  affords  us  fo 
intereding  a  fubjed,  that  4t  will 
probably  be  an  acceptable  addition 
to  this  part  6f  our  narrative,  if  we 
lay  before  our  readers  fuch  an  idea 
of  its  prefent  date,  as  we  have  been 
able  to  obtain.  It'has  for  fome  years 
been  divided  into  two  parties,  which 
we  may  call  the  party  of'  rhe  king, 
and  the  party  of  the  queen.  The 
character  of  both  thefe  perfonages 


is  pretty  well  underflood.  The  queen 
is  intelligent,  adive,  and  fond  of 
public  affairs.  The  undemanding' 
of  Louis  is  not  extremely  compre- 
heniive  ;  but,  owing  partly  to  a 
happy  natural  difpbfition,  and  part¬ 
ly  to  his  being  devoid  of  all  violent 
propendties,  he  is  the  friend  of  mo¬ 
deration,  virtue,  and  public  happl- 
nefs.  To  defeend  to  dill  greater 
minutenefis,  his  chief  pleafures  are 
thofe  of  the  table  and  of  hunting, 
with  little  bias  to  the  tender  paffion, 
with  a  temper  warm,  fomewhat  vi¬ 
olent,  but  placable. 

I11  conformity  to  a  fpecies  of  lan¬ 
guage  that  has  obtained,  we  have 
called  one  of  the  parties  in  admini- 
dration  the  party  pf  the  king  :  in 
reality,  however,  that  prince  is  to  be 
confidered  as  the  moderator  and  um  ¬ 
pire  of  both.  Every  miniher  ai- 
ptres  to  rule:  but  the  fpirited  and 
adive  character  of  the  queen  has  of 
late  years  interfered  with  this  paf~ 
fion,  particularly  in  one  of  the  fa¬ 
vourite  appendages  of  power,  the 
difpofal  of  lucrative  and  honorary 
appointments.  The  two  mod  ac¬ 
tive  characters  in  the  direction  of 
public  affairs  are  the  mar  dial  dc 
Cadries,  who  fucceeded  M.  de  Sar- 
tine  in  Gdober  17 Si,  as  minider 
and  fecretary  of  date  for  the  marine 
department ;  and  the  count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  who  was  appointed  about 
twelve  months  later  to  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  foreign  affairs,  M.  de 
Carries  is  a  man  of  high  family  and 
great  connections :  Mb  de  Verge  li¬ 
nes,  of  moderate  birth,  owTes  his 
prefent  elevation  to  his  charader  for 
acquirements  and  abilities.  His  re¬ 
puted  forte  is  negotiation ;  and  h© 


*  At  the  moment  that  this  Iheet  is  in  the  prefs  we  have  received  intelligence  that 
the  dock  of  the  caiffe  d’efcompte  has  been  continually  rifing,  and  bears  at  this  time 
(Aug.  14,  1784)  the  aftonifhing  price  of  235  per  cent.  The  foie  caufe  of  its  prefent 
-profperity  is  faid  to  be  certain  new  regulations  which  took  place  upon  the  redoration 
of  its  affairs :  a  caufe,  fcarcelv  adequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  effect,  and  which 
Rums  to  portend  that  that  effed  cannot  be  lading, 

laid 
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laid  out  his  whole  firength  upon 
the  late  treaty  of  peace.  Louis,  the 
friend  of  prolperity  and  happinefs, 
was  eafily  brought  to  enter  into  his 
views ;  and  the  fuccefs  he  obtained 
in  oppofition  to  the  marfhal  de  Caf- 
tries,  the  advocate  of  war,  gave 
him  rather  a  difproportionate  weight 
in  the  royal  councils.  Shortly  after 
this  event  a  committee  of  finance, 
confiding  of  three  perfons,  and  in 
which  Vergennes  prefided,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  control  of  public 
accounts.  This  infiitution,  which 
fubjeCted  his  brother  mini  iters  to  his 
InfpeCtion,  was  particularly  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  them  ;  and  M.  de  Cafiries 
and  his  friends  are  faid  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  it  to  have  entertained 
thoughts  of  refigning.  At  this 
time  however  the  queen  threw  her 
weight  into  the  fcale  of  de  Cafiries, 
and  redored  the  balance.  The  com¬ 
mittee  of  finance  dill  fubdds,  but  is 
at  prefcnt  little  more  than  a  name. 

It  is  a  matter  of  fome  curiofity 
to  afcertain  what  reductions  the 
court  of  France  have  made  in  their 
naval  or  military  edablifhments  in 
confequence  of  the  peace.  In  an- 
iwerto  this  we  have  toobferve  that, 
i'o  far  from  reducing  their  military 
efiablifhment,  they  have  increafed  it. 
During  the  late  war,  which  was 
properly  a  naval  one,  their  army 
was  neglected,  confiderable  draughts 
were  made  from  it  to  ftrengthen 
their  fleets,  and  we  are  credibly  in¬ 
formed  that  its  numbers  were  reduc¬ 
ed  fo  low  as  8o,opo  men ;  a  1111171- 
ber  extremely  inferior  to  its  regular 
compliment,  or  to  the  armies  of  the 
two  Germanic  powers.  In  the  na-* 
vy  a  great  number  of  fhips  have 
been  laid  up  ;  but  their  fleet  is  by 
110  means  negleCted,  nor  is  it  likely 
that  it  fhould  fall  into  decay  under 
jo  aCtive  a  minitier  as  the  marfhal 
de  Call  ties.  Upon  the  whole,  no¬ 
thing  is  more  unquestionably  true 
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than  that  the  French  are  fully  dif< 
pofed  to  enjoy  advantages  that  can 
never  be  f  ufficiently  prized,  the  Meld¬ 
ings  of  peace. 

Towards  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1783  an  idea  feems  to  have 
been  formed  in  the  Spanifh  court  of 
abolidiing  or  greatly  diminifhing  the 
powers  of  the  holy  inquidtion.  Up¬ 
on  mature  consideration  however  it 
was  thought  unfafe  to  Shock  fo  far 
the  prejudices  of  mankind,  and  the 
privileges  of  this  venerable  infii¬ 
tution  have  remained  undidurbed. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  year  a  public 
proceifion  was  made  by  the  fathers 
upon  the  conviction  of  an  im potior 
who  pretended  to  difpofe  of  love- 
potions  and  charms.  His  punifii- 
ment  however  was  flight.  And  for 
a  number  of  years  the  fraternity 
have  not  ventured  to  punifii  any  of 
their  prifotiers  capitally. 

The  account  of  the  Spanifh  ope¬ 
rations  in  bombarding  Algiers  has 
not  even  the  fplendour  and  attrac¬ 
tion  in  dory,  of  which  unfortun¬ 
ately  the  tranfaCtions  of  war  are  but 
too  fufceptible.  Jt  is  all  defolation 
and  murder  in  their  native  hideouf- 
nefs.  On  the  22 d  of  July  don  An¬ 
tonio  BarceJo  failed  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion  with  four  (Flips  of  the  tine  and 
five  frigates,  befide  a  number  of 
fmaller  veffels,  and  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  ammunition.  The  go¬ 
vernment  had  taken  tittle  care  to 
conceal  their  intentions;  anci  the 
Algerines  prepared  for  their  recep¬ 
tion  with  infinite  afliduity.  That 
article  in  their  preparations  that 
pleafes  us  bed,  is  their  having  pro¬ 
vided  twenty  thoufand  tents  with¬ 
out  the  city  for  the  unarmed  inha¬ 
bitants.  The  attack  continued  with 
tittle  intermiffion  from  the  id  to 
the  8th  day  of  Augufi  inclufive.  It 
was  anlwered  by  the  Algerines  from 
the  fortifications  with  great  fpirit, 
but  not  with  equal  effect.  They 
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made  feveral  defperate  attempts  to 
come  out  of  the  port  and  deftroy  the 
Spa  nidi  veffels,  but  were  constant¬ 
ly  repulfed.  In  a  word  the  greateft 
part  of  the  town  was  reduced  to 
allies,  and  the  Chrifiians  returned 
in  triumph.  The  principal  pilot 
and  feveral  officers  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  and  fix  of  them  were 
blown  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  can¬ 
non. 

The  following  event  would  per¬ 
haps  fcarcely  deferve  to  be  recorded 
in  our  work,  were  it  not  that  its  co¬ 
incidence  with  events  of  a  hmilar 
nature  that  have  taken  place  in  a 


fliort  term  of  years,  renders  it  pro* 
bable  that  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  con* 
needed  with  the  character  of  the  po¬ 
litics  of  the  prelent  age.  Early  in 
the  year  1 7 b 3  a  difpute  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  little  republic  of  Ragufa 
and  the  king  of  Naples,  refpeding 
a  claim  of  right  advanced  by  this 
prince  to  the  appointing  a  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Ragufan  troops. 
For  fome  time  the  eyes  of  all  Italy 
were  laid  to  be  fixed  upon  this  con- 
tell.  It  was  at  length  terminated  by 
the  ■  republic’s  putting  itfelf  under 
the  protedion  of  his  Sicilian  ma» 
jefty. 
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C  H  A  P.  XXIII. 

Origin  of  the  IVIaratta  JEar.  Exploits  of  General  G oddard.  Succefs  of 
Ryder  Jjliy .  He  is  checked  in  his  Progrefs  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote .  Revolt  of 
Benares .  Gcneraljhip  of  Ryder.  Famine  at  Madras »  Ryder*  s 

Death..  Con  an  eft  and  Recovery  of  Bednore.  CI  rcaiy  yiviih  the  Marat - 
tas » 


T'HE  fame  thing  is  accidentally 
incident  to  the  annual  hilto- 
rian,  that  unfortunately  character  - 
ifes  the  difputes  of  nations  :  thefirft 
year  of  peace  is  confecrated  to  the 
bringing  up  the  arrears  of  war,  and 
the  fame  kind  of  exertion  is  called 
for  during  this  period,  as  if  the 
country  continued  to  be  involved 
in  boliility  with  the  mo  ft  potent  e- 
nemies.  We  fhali  elfewhere  have 
occafion  to  take  notice  of  two  or 
three  inftances  of  this  kind  :  but  in 
the  feene  to  which  we  now  proceed, 
in  the  plains  of  Indoftan,  the  ob- 
fervation  is  much  more  confpicu- 
ouil'y  verified.  We  underftand  our 
obligation  in  its  lulled:  fenfe,  and 
we  are  difpofed  to  meet  it. 

To  meet  it  is  the  more  incum¬ 
bent  upon  us,  as  we  have  Hitherto 
treated  the  fubjed  (lightly  and  fu- 
perficially.  For  pur  paft  condud 


we  have  two  apologies.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  of  more  tardy  and 
deliberate  in  its  collodion,  than  the 
necelfary  materials  for  a  tolerable 
view  of  our  tranfadions  in  India. 
And  then  the  importance  of  the 
fubjed  has  grown  extremely  under 
our  hands.  We  were  not  aware 
when  we  entered  upon  this  work, 
that  in  the  year  1784  the  affairs  of 
India  would  probably  form  three- 
fourths  of  the  hifiory  of  Britain, 
But  is  now  high  time  that  the  o- 
miffion  be  remedied.  It  would  be 
abfurd  to  defer  any  longer  our  ac¬ 
count  of  the  tranfadiens  of  the 
Maratta  war.  The  hiftorical  part 
of  <3ur  regifter  however  has  already 
fwelled  to  l'o  confiderable  a  bulk,  that 
we  are  obliged  to  make  it  a  firft  oh- 
jed  of  our  confideration  to  confult 
brevity.  We  hope,  though  fliort, 
to  communicate  a  degree  of  clear- 

nef$ 
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nefs  and  accuracy  to  the  affairs  vve 
have  to  treat ;  and  to  fhow,  that 
the  pains  we  have  taken  in  invefti- 
gating  the  bufinefs,  have  not  been 
regulated  by  the  number  of  pages  it 
was  de  fti  n  e  d  to  fi  1 1 . 

The  fubjedl  is  itfelf  of  the  high- 
eft  magnitude*  Nothing  can  be  of 
greater  importance  to  the  charadter 
csf  the  Britilh  nation,  or  (which  is 
a  confideration  which  outbids  the 
other  a  thoufand  times  told)  £0  the 
future  happinefs  of  millions  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  than  a  juft  eftimate  of  our 
late  tranfadfions  in  India.  But,  fe- 
parately  from  thele  grand  and  over¬ 
whelming  regards,  feparately  even 
from  the  refledfion,  that  Indoftan  is 
not  a  country  of  lavages,  but  the 
moft  fertile,  the  moft:  ancient,  the 
mod:  courteous  and  venefable  nation 
In  the  world,  the  fubjedt  is  upon 
other  accounts  in  the  utmoft  degree 
intereftmg.  The  difpute  about  the 
chavadte.r  of  Mr.  Haftings  is  not  the 
eontroven'y  of  a  narrow,  illiberal, 
mercantile  fpirit,  who  carefully  em¬ 
ploys  all  the  powers  that  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  him  in  the  purfuits  of  pecu¬ 
lation  and  perfonai  emolument.  He 
is  a  man  of  the  moft  confummate 
abilities,  in  a  high  degree  difmter- 
efted,  and  animated  with  the  ten¬ 
dered:  fenfibility  and  mod  anxious 
regard  for  reputation.  Thele  qua¬ 
lities  are  compatible  with  a  very 
high  degree  of  blame ;  they  in¬ 
clude  and  infer  a  thoufand  virtues. 
However  we  may  decide  upon  the 
queftion,  the-  trial  is  in te reding. 
Were  judice  and  philanthropy  to 
demand  the  condemnation  of  Mr, 
Hadings,  we  could  not  pafs  fen- 
tence,  without  fympathifmg  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  illuftri- 
ous  culprit.  But  befide  Mr.  Had¬ 
ings,  a  great  number  of  the  firlt 
characters  among  us  have  become 
interefteft  in  the  queflion.  He  has 


found  a  mod  able  advocate  in 
lord  Thurlow.  He  has  been  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted  by  Mr.  Demp- 
fter,  as  manly,  unprejudiced  and 
independent  a  character,  as  any  that 
adorns  the  Britifh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  At  the  dime  time  he  has 
been  oppofed  in  the  dronged  man¬ 
ner  by  Mr.  Francis,  a  man 
vvhofe  perfonai  integrity  is,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  as  unquedionable  as  his  ac¬ 
curate  knowledge  of  the  fubjecf. 
And  the  gentleman  who  has  taken 
the  lead  in  the  bufinefs,  Mr.  Burke, 
whatever  weight  may  be  attributed 
to  him  at  prefect,  will  certainly  be 
ranked  by  poderity  among  the 
brightedof  his  contemporaries, 

A  piece  of  information,  for  which 
the  public  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Demp- 
der  will  probably  ferve  ftili  far¬ 
ther  to  intereft  our  readers  in  the 
fubjedt  before  us.  He  and  Mr, 
Burke  entered  upon  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  India  bufinefs  together. 
Mr.  Burke,  influenced  probably  by 
the  fympathy  that  men  of  genius 
and  intelledfual  enthuflafm  una¬ 
voidably  feel  for  each  other,  fet  out 
with  a  prepofleflion  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Haftings.  Mr.  Dempfter,  not  equal¬ 
ly  prepared  to  allow  for  the  eccen¬ 
tricities  of  firfl-rate  talents,  had  re¬ 
ceived  an  unfavourable  impreflion 
from  the  fuperflcial  appearance  of 
the  fubjedt.  With  the  iifue  of  their 
enquiry  all  the  world  is  acquainted. 
Mr.  Burke  became  the  moft  deter¬ 
mined  enemy  of  the  governor  ge¬ 
neral  of  Bengal  ;  Mr.  Dempfter  his 
fmcereft  admirer. 

But  the  more  important  is  our 
fubjedt,  and  the  more  it  has  divide 
ed  the  wifeft  men  among  us,  the 
more  arduous  is  our  undertaking. 
It  is  neither  confident  with  our  in¬ 
clination  nor  the  plan  of  our  work, 
to  take  a  part  in  this  momentous 
and  complicated  queftione  We  in* 
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tend  merely  to  lay  down  the  dis¬ 
puted  t  ran  factions  in  their  moft  ge¬ 
neral  outline,  and  we  fhall  wander 
very  unintentionally  from  our  pur 
pole,  if  we  deliver  any  thing  as  a 
fiadl,  that  is  not  equally  admitted  by 
both  parties.  By  this  means,  w* 
ihall  furnifh  the  beft  introduction 
find  clue  to  the  parliamentary  hif- 
tory  of  the  current  year,  which 
will  relate  almoft  lolely  to  this  fuh- 
jedt.  It  is  very  difficult  to  meet 
with  fuch  a  concife  picture  of  the 
late  tranfadlions  in  India,  as. would 
naturally  be  wiffied  by  a  perfon 
hitherto  unacquainted  with  the  fuh- 
jedl ;  and  we  believe  totally  impofi- 
fible  to  meet  with  one,  completely 
unbiafled  and  impartial.  This  is 

t 

what  we  have  wifhed  to  lay  before 
our  readers. 

The  Marat  tas,  with  whom  we 
lately  joined  iffue  in  fo  important  a 
conteft,  are  the  moft  fimple  and  war¬ 
like  nation  in  India,  Their  extern 
live  dominions  ft  retch  from  fea  to 
fea  acrofs  the  wideft  part  of  India, 
and  in  breadth  from  the  confines  of 
Agra  to  the  banks  of  the  Kifna  ; 

O  v 

forming  a  tract  of  about  1000  miles 
long  by  700  wide.  They  appear 
never  to  have  been  fubdued  by  any 
of  the  powers  who  have  fuccelfively 
poffefted  the  neighbouring  pro¬ 
vinces;  and  the  celebrated  Aureng- 
zebe,  fo  far  from  having  been  able 
to  vindicate  his  power  over  thefe 
irreconcileable  enemies,  is  fald  to 
have  granted  them  the  feventh  part 
of  the  revenues  of  the  province 
of  Decan.  The  claim  however  has 
never  been  admitted  by  the  depen¬ 
dent  governors  and  princes,  and  the 
Maratta  ftate  has  been  involved  in 
the  afferrion  of  it  in  an  almoit  con¬ 
tinual  war  with  its  neighbours, 
which  has  generally  concluded  by 
compelling  them  to  purchafe  a  tem¬ 
porary  ceflatioB  of  hoftilities. 


17J 

They  originally  rcfembled  the 
other  great  provinces  of  India  in 
forming  a  kind  of  collection  of  petty 
principalities,  fubordinate  to  one 
head  :  but  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century  the  peftiwa,  oj  prime 
minifter  of  the  Maratta  fovereign, 
ufurped.the  entire  political  autho¬ 
rity,  which  has  ever  fi nee  been  he¬ 
reditary  in  his  family.  About  the 
year  1760  the  pefnwa  died,  leav¬ 
ing  the  fucceffion  to  his  fon  Madu- 
rao,  then  a  minor,  but  who  after¬ 
wards  appears  to  have  difplay- 
ed  very  confiderable  abilities. 
Having  however  been  unfuccefsfui 
in  a  campaign  he  made  againft  the 
province  of  Delhi,  he  was  found  aft* 
faliinated  in  his  tent  upon  his  return 
to  the  capital  of  the  Marattas,  in 
the  year  1773,  at  the  age  of  twen¬ 
ty-five.  The  guilt  of  this  affaffina- 
tion  was  imputed  to  Ragoba,  the 
uncle  of  Madurao,  who  had  <ro« 
verned  the  kingdom  during  his  mi¬ 
nority,  and  now  advanced  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  office  of  peffiwa.  It 
was  Ragoba,  who  about  twelve  years 
before  had  driven  the  Great  Mogul 
from  his  capital,  and  obliged  him  to 
take  (belter  in  the  Englifh  factory  at 
Bengal.  Tils  reputation  however 
was  not  now  fufficient  to  dazzle  his 
countrymen  ;  and,  either  by  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  people,  or  the  ca¬ 
bals  ol  their  chiefs,  he  was  expelled 
from  the  Sovereignty  in  favour  of 
an  infant  fon  of  Madurao,  whom 
the  Englifh  accounts  report  to  have 
been  born  after  the  death  of  his  fa¬ 
ther.  Ragoba  fled  to  our  govern- 
-pent  of  Bombay. 

Here  an  alliance  was  formed  be¬ 
tween  the  exiled  prince  and  ^he  Eng¬ 
lifh  government,  by  which  dhey  en¬ 
gaged  to  replace  him  in  the  Maratta 
regency  in  confideration  of  fome  va¬ 
luable  ceffions  of  territory.  This 
alliance  was  difowned  by  the  fu- 
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preme  council  of  Bengal,  then  juft 
eilablilhed,  and  a  treaty  was  made 
in  March  '776,  by  which  the  Ma- 
ratta  minifters  engaged  to  provide 
for  the  lubfiftence  of  Ragoba,  upon 
condition  of  his  refiding  iti  the  heart 
of  their  dominions.  Ragoba  dif- 
liked  the  fecitrity,  and  fled  once 
more  to  Bombay.  The  protection 
extended  to  him  was  a  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  peace. 

In  the  following  year,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bombay,  invited  by 
fome  malecontent  chiefs  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  ftate,  renevved  their  engage¬ 
ments  for  the  reftoration  of  Ragoba. 
This  new  confederacy  was  approved 
by  the  fupreme  council  of  Bengal, 
In  confideration  of  the  approaching 
rupture  they  apprehended  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  a 
detachment  of  troops  was  ordered 
to  march  acrofs  the  continent  of  In¬ 
dia  in  February  1778.  Thefe 
troops,  however,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bombay  were  equally 
flow  in  their  advances  towards  the 
execution  of  the  confederacy.  The 
Bombay  forces  were  not  tranfported 
to  the  continent  till  the  month  of 
November,  and  on  the  oth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  following,  the  whole  army 
was  reduced  to  capitulate  with  the 
Maratra  general.  Moderate  terms 
appear  to  have  been  granted  them, 
and  one  condition  of  the  furrender 
was,  that  the  troops  that  were  ad¬ 
vancing  on  the  other  tide  fhould  be 
ordered  to  return  to  Bengal. 

General  Goddard,  who  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Ben¬ 
gal  detachment  by  the  death  of  his 
principal,  was  about  three  hundred 


miles  from  Surat,  when  he  received 
intelligence  of  this  convention* 
He  immediately  difavowed  the 
right  of  the  government  of  Bengal 
to  remand  him,  proceeded  011  his 
march,  and  on  the  18th  of  February 
arrived  at  Surat.  Here  he  received 
Orders  from  the  fupreme  council  to 
conclude  a  peace,  if  terms  lefs  hu¬ 
miliating  than  thofeof  the  capitulat¬ 
ion  could  be  obtained,  by  which 
we  were  obliged  to  cede  all  our  re¬ 
cent  aCquifittons  in  the  Maratta  pro¬ 
vinces.  The  conquerors,  however, 
were  inflexible ;  and  in  the  dole  of 
the  year,  a  graiid  confederacy  was 
formed  between  Nizam  Ali  Khan, 
fuba  of  the  Decan;  Hyder  Ali* 
fuba  of  Scirra,  king  of  Canara  and 
regent  of  Myfore ;  the  Maratta 
ftates,  and  the  raja  of  Berar,  for* 
merly  lubordinate,  but  now  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  pefhwa  of  the  iVla* 
fattas*.  So  formidable  an  alliance 
feemed  to  threaten  nothing  lefs  than 
our  total  expulfion  from  our  poflef- 
fioiis  in  India.  Its  chief  ftrength 
lay  with  the  Marattas  and  the  cele¬ 
brated  Hyder, 

The  campaign  of  1780,  which 
feemed  pregnant  with  a  thoufand 
important  events,  was  opened  early 
in  January  by  general  Goddard  in 
the  province  of  Guzerat.  He  was 
able  to  pei-fuade  Futry  Sing,  one  of 
their  princes,  to  engage  with  us  in 
a  treaty  of  partition  of  that  diftrid, 
and  immediately  after  he  took  Ame- 
dabad,  its  capital,  and  in  three 
months  fubdued  the  whole  province* 
In  vain  he  offered  battle  to  Madagi 
Sindia,  who  marched  to  its  rel  ief 
with  a  numerous  army.  Leaving 


*  The  fubas  are  next  In  rank  to  the  Great  Mogul.  The  nabobs  fubordinate  to  the 
the  fubas.  The  rajas  are  the  native  Hindoo  princes,  who  were  not  expelled  by  their 
Mahometan  conquerors,  but  permitted  to  bold  their  dominions  upon  payment  of  an 
Annual  tribute.  Such  was  the  original  order  ;  but  the  power  of  the  Mogul  is  now 
nearly  annihilated,  and  that  of  the  fubas,  for  the  moil  part,  but  net  completely,  con¬ 
fined  to  their  proper  dominions. 
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therefore,  his  principal  force  upon 
their  ground,  he  advanced  with  a 
detachment  on  the  l'econd  of  April, 
flormed  the  Maratta  camp,  and  to¬ 
tally  defeated  his  adverfarv.  Some 
time  before  captain  John  Campbell, 
upon  a  foraging  party,  with  two  ba- 
taiions  of  native  troops,  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  Madagi  at  the  head  of  twenty 
thouland  men,  and  bravely  repulfed 
him.  Other  adfions  equally  bril¬ 
liant  were  performed  by  detached 
parties  of  this  army. 

When  the  governor  general  learn¬ 
ed  by  general  Goddard’s  difpatches, 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  an  ac¬ 
commodation,  he  concluded  that 
the  only  way  to  bring  the  con  left 
to  a  fpeedy  termination  was  by  at¬ 
tacking  the  Marattas  in  every  quar¬ 
ter.  For  this  purpofe  he  entered  in¬ 
to  a  treaty  with  the  raja  of  Gohud, 
and  on  the  fourth  of  Aug u ft,  major 
Popham,  in  compliance  with  the 
Populations,  attacked  and  captured 
the  fortrefs  of  Gualior,  which  the 
Marattas  had  garrifhned  in  his  do¬ 
minions,  and  which  had  been  re¬ 
puted  impregnable.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign  a  body  of 
troops  was  formed  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  colonel  Camac  in  Malva, 
the  country  of  Madagi,  general  of 
the  Marattas. 

But  we  were  not  deftined  to  be 
every  where  vidtorious.  We  had  a 
much  more  formidable  enemy  in 
Hyder  Ali  Khan,  as  well  as  lefs 
able  officers  to  oppofe  him  on  the 
fide  of  the  Carnatic.  This  illuf- 
trious  warrior,  had  rifen  from  a 
private  ftation,  by  the  concurrence 
of  events  and  the  energy  of  his  abi¬ 
lities,  to  a  power  much  greater  than 
was  veiled  in  any  one  man  beftde 
in  the  whole  continent  of  India. 
We  had  already  felt  the  weight  of 
his  arms  in  the  year  1 767  and  1768, 
in  confequenee  of  a  ftmilar  confe¬ 


deracy,  which  had  been  provoked 
by  a  wanton  invalion,  on  ourparts,of 
the  dominions  of  this  accomplillied 
monarch, 

Previoufly  to  his  irruption  into  the 
Carnatic  at  that  time,  he  had  formed 
pretentions  on  the  part  of  his  fon 
Tippoo  Saib  to  the  fovereignty  of 
the  country.  In  pro-fee ut ion  of  this 
idea  he  married  Tippoo  to  the 
daughter  of  the  elder  brother  of  Ma¬ 
homet  Ali  Khan, the  reigning  nabob 
and  the  father-in* law  on  the  one  parr, 
and  the  reprefentative  of  Chinda 
Saib,  whole  family  had  been  dif- 
poffefled  by  the  aflaffi nations  and 
treafons  of  the  lather  of  Mahomet 
Ah,  on  the  other,  ceded  their  re- 
fpedtive  preten lions  to  the  fon  of 
Hyder.  The  fcheme  had  mif» 
carried  in  1768  ;  but  it  was  re¬ 
ferred  by  the  iuba  for  a  more  aufph* 
cious  occafton. 

On  the  lirft  of  July,  Hyder  pafted 
the  mountains  that  feparate  the  Car¬ 
natic  from  his  own  dominions,  and 
loom  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the 
open  country.  He  then  belieged 
Arcot,  the  capital,  but  afterwards 
raifed  the  liege.  Having  cut  oft'  the 
communication  between  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  tne  Rritilh  forces  under 
lieutenant  colonels  Baillie  and 
Fletcher  and  the  main  army,  they 
were  twice  attacked  by  Tippoo,  a 
young  prince  of  fuperior  abilities, 
and  finally  cut  to  pieces  or  made 
prifoners.  On  the  31ft  of  October 
Hyder  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Ar- 
cot,  and  caufed  his  fon,  or  as  fome,, 
probably  by  miftake,  affirm,  him- 
ielf  to  be  proclaimed  nabob  of  the 
Carnatic.  Madras  feemed  to  be  the 
next  vidtirn.  Thus  critical  was  the 
Hate  of  the  Englifh  powder  in  Indof- 
tan.  If  the  French  had  been  e- 
qually  eager  to  fend  affiftance  to 
their  iliuftrious  Indian  ally,  as  they 
were  to  the  Hates  of  North  America, 
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it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  this  had 
been  the  concluding  fcene  of  an 
empire,  which  was  refer ved  forcon- 
troverii.es  of  a  different  kind, 

intelligence  of  thefe  t  ran  factions 
being  received  in  the  province  of 
Bengal,  it  was  refolved  to  requeft 
general  iir  Eyre  Coote,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  to  take  upon  him  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Britifh  army  in  the 
Carnatic.  This  gallant  officer, 
though  his  heahh  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  fo  precarious  a  ftate  as 
to  authorife  his  declining  this  ardu¬ 
ous  fervice,  immediately  acquiefced 
in  the  propofal.  He  flailed  from 
Calcutta,  with  a  reinforcement  of 
fix  hundred  and  forty  Europeans, 
a  fupply  of  money  to  the  amount  of 
150,000!.  and  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  provihons,  at  a  period  when 
the  navigation  of  thefe  feas  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  interdicted  on  account 
of  the  dangers  attending  it,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  Madras  on  the  5th  day  of 
November,  At  the  fame  time  it 
was  fettled  that  Mr.  Raftings  would 
fend  a  farther  reinforcement  by 
land,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would 
permit  their  march.  From  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  arrival  of  fir  Eyre 
Coote,  he  appears  to  have  been  in- 
defatigablein  his  exertions  to  recover 
the  ftate  of  things  at  Madras  from 
the  deplorable  fituarion  to  which 
the  uninterrupted  fucceffes  of  the 
enemy  had  reduced  them. 

Hyder  Ali  had  been  taught  by 
thele  fucceffes  to  regard  the  Englifh 
with  all  the  loftinefs  of  contempt. 
It  would  have  been  eafy  for  him,  by 
avoiding  a  general  engagement,  and 
har raffing  our  armv  in  a  manner 
which  he  has  fo  well  known  how  to 
pradtife  upon  other  occaftons,  to 
have  reduced  general  Coote  to  the 
vtmoft  extremities.  But  he  was  in¬ 
toxicated  with  vidtory,  On  the  jft 


of  July  1781,  a  battle  was  fought 
in  the  environs  of  Porto  Novo  to 
the  fouth  of  Pondicherry,  which, 
though  disputed  with  great  obftD 
nacy  on  both  fides,  terminated  in 
the  toted  defeat  of  Hyder.  Soon, 
after  this  victory,  general  Coote  ef¬ 
fected  a  jundtion  with  the  prorn i fed 
fuccours  from  Bengal.  Thefe  fuc- 
cours,  be  fides  every  other  expence, 
coil;  the  governor  general  i6o,oocl. 
paid  to  the  raja  of  Berar,  by  which 
he  was  detached  from  the  grand 
confederacy,  and  induced  to  permit 
the  reinforcement  to  march  through 
his  dominions.  Hyder  was  not  yet 
difeou raged.  Before  the  end  of  the 
campaign  he  twice  more  engaged 
fir  Eyre  Coote,  and  was  twice  de- 
defeated,  in  the  months  of  No¬ 
vember  and  December,  Negapatnam 
and  Trincomale,  the  two  principal 
Dutch  fettiements  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
were  taken  by  fir  Edward  Hughes,, 
The  confequence  of  all  thefe  fuc¬ 
ceffes  was  the  evacuation  of  Tan- 
jour  by  the  troops  of  the  fuba,  the 
return  of  a  great  number  of  depen¬ 
dent  princes  who  had  revolted 
againft  the  nabob,  the  relief  of 
Vandiwafh  and  Velour  befieged  by 
detachments  of  Hydeffs  army,  and 
the  recapture  of  feveral  important 
fortreffes. 

But  thefe  brilliant  victories  were 
calculated  to  dazzle  and  deceive 
thofe  who  were  at  a  di  fiance 
from  the  fcene  of  adtion.  All  this 
was  far  from  deciiive.  The  Indian 
hero,  though  djfappointed  and  de¬ 
feated,  did  not  defpair.  He  difput- 
ed  with  us  every  inch  of  ground. 
His  refources  were  extenfive  ;  his 
abilities  of  the  firft  order.  Far  from 
abandoning  the  Carnatic,  he  ftill  held 
half  its  fortreffes,  and  commanded 
the  open  country,  in  himfelf  he 
was  formidable.  The  French  would 
furely  at  fome  time  recoiled!  him  ; 
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and  a  reinforcement  front  that 
power  might  vet  turn  the  fcale  of 
victory,  and  reduce  us  to  a  more 
deplorable  condition  than  ever. 

Early  in  the  prefent  campaign, 
general  Goddard  had  taken  the  held 
©n  the  other  fide  of  the  peninfula, 
mid  fat  down  before  BafTein,  a 
Rrong  place  near  the  ifland  of  Sal- 

u  i 

lette.  After  having  taken  this  im- 
portant  fortrefs,  he  tvas  obliged  to 
give,  up  the  purfuit  of  a&ive  opera¬ 
tions,  in  conlequence  of  the  fuc- 
cours  it  had  been  thought  neceflary 
for  him  to  detach  to  the  alii  Ranee  of 
general  Coote. 

In  the  province  of  Malva,  co¬ 
lonel  Camac,  after  having  en¬ 
countered  confiderable  difficulties 
from  the  annv  of  Sindia  of  30,0:0 
men,  which  harraffed  him  in  his 
march,  had  the  good  fortune  jn 
the  night  of  the  30th  of  April,  to 
furprife  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
and,  after  confiderable  (laughter,  to¬ 
tally  to  difperfe  his  army.  A  body 
of  7000  men,  which  Rill  remained 
united,  was  beaten  by  a  detachment 
of  colonel  Camac’s  army,  Madagi 
Sindig  made  fecret  overtures  for  a 
feparate  peace.  After  fome  unfor¬ 
tunate  delays,  originating  in  thedif- 
turhances  of  Benares,  it  was  finally 
concluded  on  the  13th  of  October. 
This  event  was  almoR  immediately 
fucceeded  by  a  general  celfation  of 
hoftiliti.es.  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  Marattas. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  all 
thefe,  extraordinary  exertions  could 
be  made  by  a  government,  that 
had  often  been  fenfible  to' extreme 
difficulties  in  times  of  comparative 
tranquility,  without  the  greatef!  ef¬ 
forts  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Haftings. 
Mr.  Haftings  was  the.  foul  of  all 
our  enterprifes,  and  fupplied  with 
iuccours  the  government  of  Madras 
and  Bombay,  as  well  as  the  various 


armies  that  were  then  on  foot.  This 
demanded  not  only  all  the  wealth  of 
the  treafury  of  Bengal,  but  alfo  ex¬ 
traordinary  contributions  from  our 
fubjedts  and  allies  in  that  quarter* 
The  attempts  of  the  governor  ge* 
neralin  collecting  thefe  contributions 
were  attended  with  many  unfortu¬ 
nate  events,  and  with  none  mors 
unfortunate  than  the  revolt  of  Be¬ 
nares  6 

In  the  war  we  carried  on  in  the 
year  1764  againft  Suja Dowla,  11a* 
bob  of  Gude,  the  raja,  of  Benares, 
one  of  the  principal  dependencies  of 
the  nabob,  and  a  province  which 
lay  between  the  Englifh  territories 
and  his  own  proper  dominions,  de¬ 
ferred  the  ftandard  of  his  principal, 
and  ranged  himfeif  on  the  part  of 
the  Britifti  government.  In  gra¬ 
titude  for  his  fei; vices,  we  were  care¬ 
ful,  in  the  enfuing  peace,  to  fee u re 
to  him  his  dominions,  which  fec.ni 
to  have  been  but  a  recent  acquisi¬ 
tion,  upon  conlideration  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  annual  fubfidy,  to  be  paid  by 
him  to  the  nabob  of  Gude.  In 
1770  the  raja  died,  and  was  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  fon,  Cheit  Sing,  who 
held  the  principality  at  the  time  of 
which  wc  are  treating.  The  nabob 
himfeif  died  in  1773,  and  a  new 
treaty  was  framed  with  his  fucceffor,  ' 
by  which  the  fovereignfiy  of  Bena¬ 
res  was  transferred  to  the  company, 
an  acquisition  eqyivalentto  240,000!, 
per  annum  ;  and  the  fubfidy  paid 
by  Suja  Dowla,  upon  account  of 
the  troops'  we  Rationed  in  his  domi  ¬ 
nions,  which  had  been  fixed  by  lord 
Clive  at  36,000!,  and  afterwards 
railed  to  252,000!.  vvas  increafed  to 
3  12.000I.  per  annum. 

Benares  is  the  capital  city  of  the 
Hindoo  religion.  It  is  regarded 
with  peculiar  faniRity  by  the  an¬ 
cient  inhabitants  of  the  country  ; 
and  it  is  reforted  to  by  pilgrims 
M  from 
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from  every  quarter,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  Mecca  has  been  by  the 
difeiples  of  the  Mahometan  religion. 
It  is  the  retreat  of  all  that  is  vene¬ 
rable  in  Indoftan,  their  priefls,  their 
poets  and  their  men  of  learning ;  and 
it  has  been  regarded  with  indul- 
genee  by  the  fucceffive  conquerors 
of  this  beautiful  and  luxuriant  cli¬ 
mate.  Thefe  circumftances  give  us 
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a  new  intcreft  in  its  calamities,  with¬ 
out  deciding  any  thing  for  or  againft 
the  perfons  who  may  have  unfor- 
liaiely  been  involved  in  the  events 
that  led  to  them. 

Upon  intelligence  being  received 
in  July  1778,  of  the  war  being  ac¬ 
tually  commenced  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  Cheit  Sing,  as 
a  vaffal,  was  required  to  contribute 
to  the  burdens  of  the  fuperior  hate, 
and  his  fubfidy  was  fixed  at  50,0001. 
The  raja,  who  already  paid  a  tri  • 
bate  or  rent  of  240,000b  annually, 
feems  to  have  expe&ed  that  in  all 
other  points  he  was  to  be  regarded 
as  completely  independent,  and  ex¬ 
empted  from  every  claim  of  fub- 
jedion  and  obedience.  Accordingly 
he  paid  this  additional  demand  with 
extreme  reludance  and  many  delays. 
The  fame  requifition  was  made  in 
the  two  fubfequent  years,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  pro  mile  that  the  de¬ 
mand  fhould  ceafe  when  peace  was 
reftored.  It  uras  regarded  however  as 
fo  very  uncertain  whether  the  claim 
would  be  voluntarily  difeharged,  that 
'  in  each  of  thefe  two  laft  years,  after 
fome  evafions  on  the  part  of  the  ra¬ 
ja,  a  body  of  troops  was  quartered 
upon  him  by  the  government  of 
Bengal,  and  he  was  obliged,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  50,0001.  to  pay  for  the 
fupport  of  thefe  troops.  In  1778, 
1779  and  1780,  the  requifition  was 
forwarded  early  in  June,  and  the 
laft  payment  was  not  made  till  the 
month  of  October,  Jn  the  Novcm* 


H  A  N  li¬ 
ber  of  this  laft  year,  the  raja  was; 
commanded  to  fend  in  addition  fuch 
a  body  of  horfe  as  he  could  fpare 
from  his  own  eftablifhment ;  but, 
owing  partly  as  it  fhould  feem,  to 
fome  mifunderftanding  upon  the 
fubjedt,  no  horfe  were  everfent. 

The  queftion  upon  which  the  re¬ 
gularity  of  thefe  proceedings  was 
fuppofed  to  turn,  was  whether  Cheit 
Sing  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  fo- 
vereign  prince,  with  no  other  cir- 
cumliance  of  dependency  excepting* 
the  payment  of  his  annual  tribute;  or 
whether  he  were  to  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  zemindar,  or  hereditary  far¬ 
mer,  upon  precifely  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  as  the' nobles  of  Bengal  and  the 
other  provinces  of  the  Mogul  em¬ 
pire.  This  queftion  is  in  iffue  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Haftings  and  the  direct¬ 
ors  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 
and  each  party  have  kid  the  argu¬ 
ments  in  favour  of  their  refpedtivc 
opinions  before  the  public.  Miv 
Haftings  affirms  the  raja  of  Bena¬ 
res  to  be  a  mere  zemindar,  “  owing 
his  perfonal  allegiance,  and  an  im¬ 
plicit  and  unreferved  obedience,  up¬ 
on  pain  of  the  forfeiture  of  his  ze- 
mindary,  and  even  of  his  life  and 
property,  at  the  diferetion  of  thofe 
who  hold  or  fully  repteienc  the 
fo  vereign  authority. 

In  July  s 7 S 1  Mr.  Haftings  fet 
out  from  Calcutta  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  vifitmg  the  nabob  of  Oude, 
and  in  his  way  he  propofed  fo  clear 
up  the  mifunderftanding  with  the 
raja  of  Benares,  and  to  fix  things 
upon  a  better  and  more  regular  foot¬ 
ing  than  had  lately  taken  piace0 
He  was  the  rather  incited  to  this  by 
fome  reports  of  difaffedfion  and  me¬ 
ditated  rebellion  upon  the  part  of 
Cheit  Sing.  In  consideration  of 
the  raja’s  feeret 'defigns,  as  well  as 
of  the  mifehiefs  that  had  reiulted 
from  his  late  ,evafrc>ns  and  delays,, 
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the  governor  intended  to  impofe  up« 
on  him  a  fine  of  400,0001.  or 
500,000!.  Should  we  be  induced 
to  confider  this  conduct  as  irregular, 
it  mull  be  admitted  for  fome  extenu¬ 
ation,  that  Mr.  Hallings’s  error  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  originate  in  the  con¬ 
temptible  views  of  perfonal  emolu¬ 
ment,  but  in  a  zeal  for  the  interell 
of  his  conllituents,  He  had  been 
informed  that  the  late  raja  had  left 
a  million  Herling  in  his  treafury,  a 
fum  that  was  continually  increaiing, 
and  he  conceived  it  to  be  highly  ex¬ 
pedient,  “  to  draw  from  the  guilt  of 
the  reigning  zemindar  the  means  of 
relief  to  the  company’s  diftrefles.” 
At  this  time  the  fupreme  council  of 
Bengal  confifted  only  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  general  and  one  other  perfon 
who  was  much  in  his  interefts,  and 
Mr  Mailings  thought  it  more  manly 
to  take  the  whole  relponfibility  up¬ 
on  himfeif  in  this  arduous  affair, 
than  to  feek  for  the  countenance  of 
forms,  which  were  evidently  in  the 
prd'ent  cafe  unmeaning  and  nu¬ 
gatory, 

Cheit  Sing  advanced  to  meet  Mr. 
Mailings  to  the  borders  of  his  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  in  a  converfation,  that 
palled  at  this  time,  but  in  which 
the  governor  general  iludioufty  a- 
voided  opening  himfeif  refpeCirig 
his  intentions,  exprelfed  in  ftrong 
terms  his  contrition,  attachment,  and 
loyalty.  On  the  14th  of  Augull 
Mr,  Hafting.s  arrived  at  Benares. 
The  raja,  it  feems,  had  by  fome 
means,  learned  in  the  interim  what 
was  in  contemplation  a  gain  11  him, 
and  had  offered  to  advance  200,oqo1. 
which  was  rejected.  Upon  his  arrb 
yalthe  governor  general,  having  for¬ 
bidden  Cheit  Sing  hisprefence,  wrote 
him  a  letter  Hating  the  various 
caufes  of  complaint  he  had  againlt 
him.  The  raja’s  anfwer,  without 
advancing  the  claim  of  indepen¬ 


dence,  endeavoured  to  prove  that 
the  various  delays  did  not  arife  front 
any  fault  of  his ;  Hill  accompany¬ 
ing  his  vindication  with  many  ex- 
preffionS  of  afleCion  and  humility. 
This  anfwer,  which  tended  Wholly 
to  exculpate  himfeif,  was  much  be* 
fide  the  defign  of  Mr,  Mailings,  and 
on  the  1 6th  of  Augull  he  put  the  ra* 
ja  under  arfell.  A  llroke  fo  decifive 
and  unexpedled  totally  overthrew  all 
Cheit  Sing’s  projedls  of  refiliance 
or  compromife,  and  reduced  him  to 
a  Hate  of  abjeC  defpondency. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province- 
of  Benares  were  ftruck  with  equal 
grief  and  indignation  at  the  impri- 
ibnment  of  their  fovereign.  They 
rofe  tumuhuoully  in  arms  to  the; 
number  of  two  thoufand  men,  and* 
eroding  the  Ganges  which  wafhes 
the  Ikirts  of  this  metropolis,  fievv  to 
his  refcue  upon  the  evening  of  the 
very  day  of  arrell.  Two  companies 
of  native  troops,  who  had  not  even 
taken  ammunition  with,  them,  were 
the  guard  of  the  palace.  They 
were  cut  to  pieces  in  a  moment. 
Overjoyed  with  the  fafety  and  e~ 
fcape  of  tbeif  prince,  the  afiaiUnts 
attempted  nothing  farther.  Had 
they  proceeded  to  the  refidence  of 
the  governor  general,  no  doubt  can 
be  made  that  they  would  have  de¬ 
ll  royed  all  oppofition  in  its  fource# 
He  could  not  have  alfembled  more 
than  fifty  men.  This  would  have 
been  an  event  pregnant  with  the 
moll  important  confequences.  Mr* 
Hafiings  thinks  that  the  exillence  of 
the  Britifh  empire  in  India  was  fu« 
fpended  upon  the  fafety  of  hjs  per¬ 
fon.  u  Mean  as  irs  fubllance  may 
be,  (thus  he  beautifully  exprefies 
it),  its  accidental  properties  were  e- 
quivalent  to  thofe,  which,  like  the 
magical  characters  of  a  talifman  in 
the  Arabian  mythology,  formed  the 
offence  of  the  Hate  itfelf  *  repre- 
M  %  fentation 
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ferttation,  title  and  the  eftimate  of 
public  opinion.” 

On  the  zorh  of  Auguft,  a  defeat 
was  fuffered  not  lei’s  important  and 
ruinous  than  the  former,  through 
the- rath  ambition  of  an  individual. 
Ourfcanty  battalions  had  not  been 
collected  with  the  expectation  of 
fueh  a  fcene  as  this,  and  they  were 
trow  thinned  by  two  bloody  defeats. 
The  province  of  Benares,  almoft 
half  as  large  as  Ireland,  was  luxu¬ 
riant  in  its  foil,  and  fertile  in  its 
refources.  The  inhabitants  were 
united  to  a  man.  The  neighbour¬ 
ing  provinces  were  ripe  for  revolt. 
The  lituation  of  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral  was  in  the  la  ft  degree  critical. 
Moft  of  our  readers  will  in  this  cafe 
recoiled  the  lituation  ot  Julius  Ca> 
far  in  the  Alexandrine  war,  when, 
bufy  in  the  proud  talk  ot  making 
and  unmaking  kings,  after  having 
furmounted  the  greateft  dangers,  he 
was  near  falling  a  facridce  to  un¬ 
equal  and  ignoble  enemies. 

Mr.  Haltin  gs  did  not  extricate 
himfelf  with  lets  prefence  of  mind 
or  lefts  felicity.  Even  in  his  moft 
unfavourable  lituation,  Cheit  Sing 
.applied. to  him,  with  otters  ot  im¬ 
plicit  obedience,  and  tjhefe  applica¬ 
tions  were  cominually  repeated 
through  the  whole  conteft.  In  the 
iirft  inilancej  the  governor  general 
apprehended  that  their  delign  was 
only  procraftination ;  and  he  uni¬ 
formly  conceived,  that,  as  general 
and  inapplicable  profeffions,  they 
were  of  no  value.  The  fubjeets  of 
the  raja  defended  his  enufe  with 
defperate  intrepidity.  But  the  caufe 
life  If  was  too  hopelefts.  The  Bri- 
tilh  forces  did  not  difplay  lefs  valour 
on  their  ftcle  ;  and  nothing  was  re- 
quilite  but  time,  for  ail  the  detach¬ 
ments  to  pour  upon  them  that  were 
Rationed  in  the  neighbouring  pro¬ 
vinces.  The  affair  that  deckled  the 


fate  of  the  principality  took  place 
on  the  2  cth  of  September. 

Raja  Cheit  Sing  was  immedU 
ately  proferibed.  The  feat  of  go¬ 
vernment  Was  declared  vacant,  and 
the  zemindary  bellowed  upon  the 
next  heir.  The  annual  fub lidy  to 
the  government  of  Bengal  was  in- 
created  from  24.0,000!.  to  400, cool* 
The  unfortunate  raja  was  obliged 
to  fly  from  his  country.  His  mo¬ 
ther,  who  had  fhut  herfelf  up  in  his 
laftfortrefs,  was  permitted  to  depart 
upon  conditions,  but  in  her  retreat 
was  attacked  and  rifled  by  the  fol- 
diery.  The  affair  ended  lefs  advan- 
tageoufly  lor  the  company  than  the 
governor  general  had  expected.  The 
foldiery  feized  and  retained  by  force 
the  trealury  of  the  fugitive  prince. 
All  dilcipline  feesned  to  be  annihi¬ 
lated.  And  we  are  told  that  fmee 
the  increafe  of  the  fub  fitly,  it  has- 
been  fuffered  to  run  in  arrears,  and 
the  perfton,  who  was  appointed  to 
manage  lor  the  young  raja,  a  mi¬ 
nor,  degraded  and  impri toned  by 
order  of  the  Englifh  government. 

An  original  purpole  of  Mr.  Haft- 
ings’s  journey  we  ftated  to  be  a  viftt  to 
the  province  of  Glide.  The  treaty  of 
17 75,  the  particulars  of  which  we 
have  already  mentioned,  proved  ut¬ 
terly  ruinous  to  the  young  nabob,  and 
it  was  impoffible  to  defer  any  longer 
the  applying  fome  remedy  to  the 
multiplied  calamities  of  which  it  was 
the  fource.  It  was  every  way  tho 
intereft  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
to  lupport  this  prince,  whofe  domi¬ 
nions  were  a  frontier  to  our  pro¬ 
vince,  and  who  flood  in  exactly 
the  fame  relation  to  the  Bengal  go- 
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vernment,  as  the  unfortunate  and 
neceflitous  nabob  of  Arcot  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras.  A  new  trea¬ 
ty  was  now  concluded,  the  evident 
purpole  of  which  was  to  alleviate 
his  burdens.  One  fource  of  his  mis¬ 
fortune; 
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fortunes  was  the  nature  and  extent 
of  our  military  eftabli  fitment  in  his 
country.  A  great  part  or  our  troops 
were  accordingly  withdrawn. — -The 
moil  profperous  of  his  dependents, 
Fizulla  Khan,  had  been  called  upon 
to  furnifh  a  body  of  five  thoufand 
horfe,  to  join  the  nabob’s  army  in 
our  fervice,  and  had  not  anfwered 
the  demand.  The  guarantee,  which 
we  had  formerly  executed  of  his 
treatv  with  the  nabob,  was  there- 
fore  withdrawn.  Jt  was  however 
afterwards  diicovered  that  his  flou- 
rifhinv,  but  diminutive  territory  was 
unequal  to  the  claim  we  had  made; 
and  we  caufed  the  treaty  to  be  re¬ 
newed  upon  the  payment  of  a  fmall 
fne. —The  widow  of  the  late  nabob 
feems  to  have  favoured  and  abetted 
the  caufe  of  Cheit  Sing,  and  upon 
that  account  we  permitted  the  reign¬ 
ing  prince  to  reclaim  the  treafures 
of  his  father  in  her  pofieilion,  and 
to  deprive  her  of  a  fmall  province 
(lie  held  in  fovereignty,  the  nabob 
to  pay  her  in  lieu  of  it  a  certain  fti- 
pulated  fubiitlence.  The  confiicated 
treafures  were  applied  to  the  liqui¬ 
dation  of  the  debts  of  the  prince  to 
the  Eail  India  company.— Rut  not- 
withftanding  the  favour  with  which 
he  was  treated,  the  new  regulations 
appear  not  to  have  t'ucceeded  in  a 
degree  equal  to  the  wifh.es  and  de- 
fignsol  the  governor  general. — Thefe 
events  may  be  lei's  fplendid  than 
thole  of  the  general  war  :  they  are  not 
lefs  infinitive,  or  lei's  pregnantwith 
information,  hiflorical  and  philofo- 
phical. 

We  return  to  the  feene  of  a  more 
extenlive  contefl.  The  French  i'uc- 
cours,  fo  long  expebled  by  Hyder 
Ali,  were  at  length  prepared,  and 
early  in  the  month  of  February, 
1.782,  M.  de  Suffren,  with  twelve 
line  of  battle  flips,  befide  frigates 
and  tranfports,  arrived  on  the  coaft 
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of  Coromandel.  The  feet  of  fir 
Edward  Hughes  con  filled  of  nine 
flfps  of  about  the  faint;  force.  A 
battle  took  place  on  the  1  7th  of  Fey 
bruary  ;  and  another  on  the  1  2th  of 
April.  Each  ferved  to  call  forth 
the  naval  fkill  of  the  commanders 
and  the  gallantry  of  their  men, 
without  contributing  in  any  great 
degree  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  war. 
Suffren  landed  a  force  of  3,500 men 
for  the  fervice  of  the  fuba  in  the  en¬ 
duing  campaign.  It  is  \yell  known 
how  decided  a  iuperiority  in  the  field 
the  European  have  always  main¬ 
tained  over  the  Afiatic  troops.  Such 
a  reinforcement  was  therefore  of 
the  u  tin  of:  confequence.  1  he  ex- 
pcrience  of  the  bill  campaign  had 
effectually  taught  our  antagonift  the 
value  of  a  well-timed  procrafina- 
tion.  And  all  thefe  circum fiances 
1'eemed  to  prognofiicate  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  ilfue  to  the  war  of  i7cS2. 

Even  before  the  arrival  of  this 
reinforcement,  Hyder  had  gained  a 
very  memorable  advantage.  Owing, 
as  it  fhould  i'eem,  to  an  unfortunate 
mifunderffanding  between  general  fir 
Eyre  Cooie,  and  colonel  Braith- 
vvaite,  who  commanded  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  T anjour,  the  detachment  of 
this  latter  officer,  of  more  than  2,000 
men,  was  in  a  manner  annihilated.  It 
was  Tippoo  Saib,  who  had  already 
dil'played  the  higheft  military  talents, 
that  by  forced  marches  overtook  this 
little  devoted  force,  when  they  con¬ 
ceived  the  enemy  to  be  at  the  great- 
eft  diftance.  Thecontcft  was fup port¬ 
ed  with  the  moil  obffinate  valour :  but 
the  French  and  Indian  afi’ailants  were 
more  than  five  times  as  numerous  as 
the  forces  of  colonel  Braithwaite. 
It  was  by  the  fpii  it  and  humanity  of 
the  French  commander  that  the 
wretched  remains  of  this  troop  were 
laved  from  the  general  carnage. 

The  fir.fi  operations  of  the  army 
M  3  landed 
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landed  by  Sufffen  were  again#  the 
fortrefs  of  Cuddalore.  This  place 
furrendered  on  the  3d  of  April,  and 
Permacoli,  another  ftrong  place  in 
the  Carnatic  on  the  t  7th.  The  ma- 
rtceuvreSot  fir  EyreCootein  this  fitu- 
ation  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  any  more 
of  thofe  fortifications,  which  had  ei¬ 
ther  efcaped  the  general  wreck  in 
1  780,  or  been  foglorioufly  recovered 
in  i  78  1,  and  to  bring  the  fuba  to  a 
battle,  appear  to  have  been  excel¬ 
lent.  On  the  2d  of  June  the  two 
armies  met,  and  performed  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  an  engagement;  but  Hy- 
der  kept  aloof  from  peril,  and  dis¬ 
played  the  warinefs  of  a  Wafhing- 
ton  or  a  Daun.  A  few  days  after 
this  fkirrnifh  he  was  able  to  over¬ 
reach  the  excellent  general  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend,  fo  far  as 
completely  to  cut  off  a  detachment 
of  our  army,  known  by  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  the  grand  guard.  In  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign  general  Coote 
marched  to  Cuddalore,  probably 
with  the  deiign  of  a  furprize,  but 
was  obliged  to  go  into  quarters  with¬ 
out  effecting  it. 

On  the  6th  of  July  a  third  battle 
was  fought  between  fir  Edward 
Hughes  and  M.  Suffren,  near  Ne- 
gapatnam,  which  the  French  had 
intended  to  befiege.  They  were 
morefuccefsful  in  their  defign  again!! 
Trincomale,  which  furrendered  on 
the  laft  day  of  Augufi.  Two  days 
after  the  Englifb  fleet  appeared  in 
fight,  and  immediately  engaged  the 
enemy.  In  thefe  battles,,  like  the 
two  former,  both  fleets  buffered  fe- 
verely,  without  any  real  advantage 
refulting  to  either. 

But  fhefe  were  not  all  the  evils 
that  attended  this  unfortunate  and 
defolating  war.  The  clofe  of  the 
year  was  ufhered  in  by  the  moil 
dreadful  famine.  Fourteen  thoufand 
perfons  perilhed  weekly  in  Madras 


and  its  environs*  This  mo#  terri¬ 
ble  of  all  human  ills  prevailed  e* 
qually  in  the  dominions  of  Hyder* 
Jt  extended  to  the  provinces  of  Oude 
and  Benares.  In  a  word,  the  fear¬ 
ful  fpedlre  feems  to  have  grafped  in 
its  cold  embrace  the  whole  extent  of 
Indoftan,  with  the  exception  of  the 
territory  of  the  Englilh  government 
at  Bengal.  It  is  impoffibie  to  de- 
fcribe  the  patience  and  dumb  re- 
fignation  of  the  miferable  natives. 

The  truce  with  the  Marattas  had 
fuggeft«d  to  the  prefidency  of  Ben¬ 
gal  the  idea  of  a  diverfion  on  the 
weflern  fide  of  the  peninfula,  a  pro¬ 
ject  which  had  been  eminently  fuc- 
cefsful  in  our  former  war  with  the 
fuba.  We  have  already  enumerated 
his  dominions.  The  kingdom  of 
Myfore,  whofe  fovereign,like  that  of 
the  Marattas,  reigned  in  the  fubli- 
mity  of  indolence  and  retreat,  and 
of  which  Hyder  polTefled  the  fo- 
vereignty  under  the  title  of  dayva, 
exactly  equivalent  to  that  of  pefhwa, 
is  nearly  in  the  fame  parallel  with 
Arcot.  The  kingdom  of  Canara  is 
to  the  north  of  Myfore,  and  is  faid 
to  have  been  the  favourite  pofleflion 
of  Hyder.  The  name  of  its  capital 
Bednore,  which  communicates  its 
appellation  to  an  extenfive  province, 
has  been  changed  by  him  for  that 
of  Hydernagur.  Both  thefe  king¬ 
doms  firetch  along  the  weflern  coa’fl 
of  Indoftan.  The  territory,  from 
which  he  derives  the  title  of  fuba, 
is  inland,  and  of  fmall  extent. 

Tellicherry,  a  port  in  our  pofief- 
fion  in  the  kingdom  of  Myfore,  had 
been  befieged  by  the  forces  of  Hy¬ 
der  almofl  from  the  beginning*  of 
the  war.  In  December  1781,  a 
detachment  failed  to  its  relief,  under 
the  command  of  major  Abingdon. 
On  the  8th  of  January,  the  garrifon 
made  a  Tally  under  this  officer,  and 
completely  touted  the  aifiiilants. 

Their 
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Their  fuccefs  was  followed,  on  the 
13th  of  February,  by  the  reduction 
of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Calicut. 
Their  ftrength  however  did  not 
permit  them  to  undertake  any  thing 
farther,  and  things  remained  with¬ 
out  any  alteration  in  this  part  of 
India  till  the  month  of  Auguft. 

At  that  time,  a  fecond  detach¬ 
ment  having  arrived  at  Calicut,  they 
proceeded  from  that  fortrefs,  and 
penetrated  pretty  deep  in  the  fouth- 
ern  divlfion  of  My  fore.  Tippoo 
crofted  the  peninfula,  and  arrived 
in  their  neighbourhood  with  his 
nfual  celerity.  It  was  whh  the  ex¬ 
treme  if  difficulty  they  regained  the 
fea-coaft,  and  encamped  near  Pa- 
nani.  Their  gallant  adverfary  at¬ 
tacked  their  lines.  Here  however 
he  was  repulfed  by  colonel  Macleod, 
who  had  juft  taken  the  command  of 
our  forces,  with  confiderable  lofs. 
The  battle  was  fought  in  the  dole 
of  November. 

The  prelidency  of  Bombay,  un- 
derftandintr  the  critical  lituation  of 
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their  little  army  in  My  fore,  fent  out 
general  Matthews  with  an  arma¬ 
ment  of  two  thoufand  men  to  its  re¬ 
lief.  This  officer  learned  upon  his 
paftage  the  victory  of  colonel  Mac¬ 
leod,  and  immediately  refolved  to 
land  in  Canara,  which  was  more 
diftant  from  the  feene  of  adtion  in 
the  Carnatic,  and,  as  he  believed, 
more  penetrable  than  the  fouthern 
province.  He  arrived  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Onore  in  the  end  Gf 
December. 

An  event  the  moll  favourable  to 
his  fuccefs  had  juft  taken  place.  It 
was  the  death  of  Hyder,  the  Han¬ 
nibal  of  the  Britilh  poffeffions  in  In¬ 
dia.  It  was  not  merely  that  his 
abilities  would  be  wanted  :  he  was  at 
a  diftance  from  the  feene  of  action 
in  Canara ;  and  it  has  already  been 
feen  that  he  was  provided  with  no 
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unequal  fuecdlbrin  Tippoo.  But  in 
India  they  have  no  idea  of  a  delegated 
power,  lei's  abfolute  than  thefgpreme. 
The  princes  who  governed  Canara 
and  Myfore  had  no  check  upon 
any  ambitious  views  with  which  this 
event  might  infpire  them.  Their 
fovereign  was  engaged  in  an  arduous 
and  expen  five  war.  His  fubjedts 
were  weary  of  the  burdens  infe- 
parable  from  that  ftate.  They  had 
a  power  at  hand,  with  which 
would  be  eafy  to  frame  any  alliance, 
the  tendency  of  which  fnould  be  to 
fubvert  the  empire  of  their  ma¬ 
iler.  It  required  perhaps  the  in- 
terpofition  of  good  fortune,  as  well 
as  all  the  l'pirit  and  adtivity  of  Tip¬ 
poo,  to  counteract  thefe  unfavour¬ 
able  circumftances. 

Hyder  Ali  Khan  was  born  in  the 
year  1728.  Never  was  there  a  man 
lefs  marked  with  that  effeminacy  and 
liftleffhefs  we  are  accuftomed  to  con¬ 
ned!  with  Afiatic  manners-  He  was 
born  a  foldier.  In  the  midft  of  a 
fumptuoufnefs  of  apparel  and  furni¬ 
ture,  of  which  an  European  can 
with  difficulty  form  the  idea,  he  was 
perfectly  fimnle,  acceffible,  and  af¬ 
fable.  He  was  unwearied  in  what¬ 
ever  he  undertook,  and  examined 
almoft  every  thing  in  perfon.  Ex- 
clufively  of  the  purfuits  of  war  and 
ambition,  his  temper  appears  to 
have  been  equable,  and  his  dif- 
pofition  humane.  His  mind  was 
but  little  fubjedt  to  the  tinge  of  pre¬ 
judice.  In  general,  he  regarded  the 
fubjedfs  that  came  before  him  with 
the  eye  of  a  citizen  of  the  world. 
He  was  much  inclined  to  gaiety, 
and  turned  almoft  every  incident 
into  cheerfulnefs  and  merriment. 
His  charadxer  was  extremely  affec¬ 
tionate,  and  his  attachment  to  his 
relations  and  friends  could  not  be 
exceeded.  One  feature  in  his  por¬ 
trait  is  particularly  interefting,  his 
m4  abfolute 
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nbfolute  ignorance  of  diffimulation. 
His  manners  were  natural  and  frank, 
and  the  imprellion  that  was  upper- 
mod  in  his  mind  was  always  vilible. 
in  his  countenance. 

We  return  to  a  lefs  agreeable  fub- 
je£f,  the  operations  of  war."— Gene¬ 
ral  Matthews  {formed  Onofe  on  the 
5th  of  January,'  1783.  In  the  fol¬ 
lowing  week,  colonel  Macleod,  with 

many  troops  as  could  be  fpared 
from  our  poffellion  s  in  My  fore,  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  place  on  board  the 
tranfports,  which  general  Matthews 
had  di (patched  to  the  fouth  to  re¬ 
ceive  him.  The  open  country  was 
now  fpeedily  reduced.  Hvderna- 
gur  it  fell'  furrendered  on  certain  fli- 
pulations  between  the  Brit i Hi  com¬ 
mander  and  the  viceroy  of  Canara, 
Mangalore  and  Carvva,  two  ftrong 
fortrefles  on  the  coaff,  were  taken 
by  force,  and  this  fertile  and  fa¬ 
vourite  kingdom  was  completely 
fubdued. 

Th  us  far  the  expedition  of  gene¬ 
ral  Matthews  is  extremely  brilliant, 
and  the  reader  is  no  doubt  prepared 
for  the  higheft  applaufes  of  the  ar¬ 
my  under  his  command.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  thefe  applaufes  cannot  be  be¬ 
llowed.  The  feene  vyhich  is  fo  beau¬ 
tiful  to  a  fuperficial  view,  contained 
within  irfelf  the  feeds  of  anarchy 
and  confiuion.  Colonel  Macleod 
and  fome  other  officers  left  the  vic¬ 
torious  army  in  the  mid  if  of  its 
progrefs,  and  retired  to  Bombay. 
The  bittereil  recriminations  between 
the  general  and  his  officers  fucceed- 
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ed  this  retreat*  One  point  of  dis¬ 
pute  between  them  was  a  matter  of 
rank.  The  commander  was  only 
a  general  upon  the  company’s  ffiaff, 
and  colonel  Macleod  was  a  fenior 
officer  in  the  king’s  fervice.  An- 
other  queffion  refpe&ed  the  plunder 
of  Tippoo’s  unfortunate  1  ubjeCfs, 
c^he  difgulled  officers  charged  gene- 
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ral  Matthews  with  making  a  private 
agreement  with  the  viceroy,  fu,blt> 
quent  to  the  general  capitulation,  by 
which  that  prince  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  claim  a  confiderable  trea- 
fure  that  was  at  ririt  deilined  for  the 
plunder  of  the  army.  The  general 
in  return,  declared  of  his  whole 
force,  that  they  were  44  loofe  and 
unfeeling  as  the  moll  licentious  free-; 
hooters;”  and  infmuated,  in  no  tin? 
intelligible  language,  that  colonel 
Macleod  and  his  allociates  had  been 
extremely  aCtive  in  diffieminating- 
this  pefliferous  fpirit.  The  dejec¬ 
tion,  he  added,  which  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  If  ruck  immediately 
at  his  property  and  authority,  had 
occafioned  in  the  viceroy,  was 
fuch  as  to  render  it  impoffible  to 
concert  with  him  thole  measure's 
which  might  be  ueceffiary  for  the 
prefer  vat  km  of  his  conqliell. 

The  prehdency  of  Bombay  took 
the  moft  decided  part  with  colonel 
Macleod.  On  the  27th  of  March 
they  determined  to  remove  general 
Matthews  from  his  command,  and 
appointed  colonel  Macleod  to  fuc¬ 
ceed  him.  In  the  mean  time  they 
received  intelligence  from  general 
Matthews  of  a  force  collecting  a- 
gainft  him,  and  the  molt  preffing 
applications  for  a  reinforcement, 
But,  whether  from  inability,  or  the 
impreffion  they  felt  from  their  disap¬ 
probation  of  his  condudt,  no  rein¬ 
forcement  was  prepared.  Colonel 
Macleod,  who  left  Bombay  on  the 
5th  of  April,  took  with  him  only 
the  Ranger  cutter  to  convey  him  to 
the  fortiefs  of  Onore. 

Tippoo,  without  evacuating  the 
forts  of  the  Carnatic,  marched  the 
principal  part  of  his  army  through 
the  paffies,  and  arrived  before  his 
capital  in  the  beginning  of  April. 
A  fkirmilh  took  place  almoit  imme¬ 
diately  befweep  his  troops  and  the 
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Englifh,  in  which  general  Matthews 
had  the  advantage.  But  this  was 
only  preparatory  to  the  more  im¬ 
portant  fcenes  that  were  to  iucceed. 
By  a  capital  piece  of  generalfliip, 
Tippoo  made  himfelf  rri after  of  two 
paflfes  in  the  ridge  of  hills  that  di¬ 
vide  Bednore  from  the  fea-coaft,  and 
thus  cut  off  the  poifibility  of  our  re¬ 
treat.  General  Matthews  dint  him- 
felt  upin  Hydernagur.  His  force  con¬ 
fided  ol  near  2,000  men.  This  place, 
however,  which  had  been  originally 
taken  without  refinance,  again  fur- 
rendered  on  the  3d  of  May  to  the 
Victorious  Tippoo.  The  l'uba  is  laid, 
however,  to  have  tarnilhed  his  fplen- 
did  reputation  by  violating  the  terms 
of  the  furrender,  and  retaining  the 
unfortunate  army  in  durance,  after 
having  promiied  to  fuffer  them  to 
depart  with  the  honours  of  war.  In 
the  mean  time  a  wreck  of  our  con- 
queft  remained  to  us  in  the  ports  of 
Mangalore  and  Carwa.  Tippoo  im¬ 
mediately  fat  down  before  the  fir  it 
and  ifrongeft  of  thefe. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the 
reflation  of  hofliiities  with  the  Ma- 
rattas,  which  took  place  in  the  dole 
of  the  year  1781.  It  had  been  pre¬ 
ceded  lay  a  feparate  peace  with  Ma- 
dagi  Sindia,  who  from  that  moment 
ieems  to  have  become  our  cordial 
ally.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 

1782  he  negociated  with  us  a  gene¬ 
ral  peace  in  the  name  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  Hates.  The  preliminaries  were 
fettled  on  the  i  7th  of  May.  At  the 
fame  time  an  eventual  treaty  of  par¬ 
tition  of  Hyder’s  dominions  was  a- 
gitated.  Thefe  negociatiohs  how¬ 
ever  were  fufpended  by  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  alarming  delay  of  the 
ratification  on  the  part  of  the 
peflnva.  The  ceremony  at  length 
took  place  on  the  2©th  of  Decem¬ 
ber ;  and  on  the  24th  of  February 

1783  the  ratifications  were 


changed.  The  bafe  of  the  treaty 
was  a  mutual  reflitution.  We  with¬ 
drew  our  protedion  from  Ragoba, 
and  confented  to  replace  Futty  Sing 
in  the  fituation  in  which  he  had 
been  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  We  even  connived  at  the 
recapture  of  Gualior,  which  we  had 
delivered  to  the  raja  of  Gohud,  by 
Madagi  Sindia. 

Immediately  after  the  conclufion 
of  a  peace,  which  might  have  been 
expeded  to  be  fee u re,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  flow  and  deliberate  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  had  been  framed,  an 
extraordinary  event  took  place  which 
had  nearly  thrown  every  thing  into 
confufion.  Colonel  Macleod,  in  his 
way  to  Gnore,  was  obliged  to  pals 
by  a  confiderable  extent  of  the  Ma- 
tatta  territories.  On  the  8th  day 
of  May  1783  he  was  aflailed  by 
a  number  of  armed  vefiels  belong* 
ing  to  the  Maratta  government ; 
and  after  a  defperate  defence  of  five 
hours,  in  which  himfelf  was  dan— 
geroufly  wounded  and  leveral  va¬ 
luable  officers  killed,  he  was  carried 
in  triumph  into  their  port  of  Ghe- 
ria.  for  fome  time  no  fatisfadion. 
could  be  obtained.  At  length  on 
the  27th  of  May  colonel  Macleod 
and  his  companions  were  di  {miffed, 
and  returned  to  Bombay.  By  later 
accounts  we  are  informed  that  the 
minifiry  of  the  pefhwa  had  made  a 
more  fatisfadory  apology. 

About  the  time  in  which  general 
Matthews  conquered  the  kingdom 
ot  Canara,  a  revolution  is  laid  to 
have  taken  place  at  Syringpatnam, 
the  capital  of  Myfore,  in  favour  of 
the  forgotten  raja.  The  detach¬ 
ment,  that  garriloned  the  province 
of  Tanjour,  was  ordered  upon  this 
occafion  to  penetrate  into  Myfore  ; 
and  they  fuccefsfully  attacked  fome 
of  the  towns  nearefi  to  Tanjour. 
In  the  Tnidfi  of  their  progrefs'they 
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were  recalled  to  join  the  grand  ar¬ 
my  at  Madras,  who  had  now  a 
new  enemy  to  encounter  in  M.  de 
Buffi,  governor  of  Mauritius,  juit 
arrived  with  a  reinforcement  of 
3,500  French  troops.  It  was  for¬ 
tunate  that  this  celebrated  and  hoary 
chief  did  not  arrive  till  a  few  days 
after  the  occalion  that  had  fo  cri¬ 
tically  called  Tippoo  out  of  the 
Carnatic. 

General  Coote,  who  had  wintered 
at  Bengal,  determined  mice  more 
to  pafs  to  Madras,  though  his  con- 
Aitution  was  fo  broken,  that  it  was 
not  expected  he  could  live  to  com¬ 
plete  the  voyage.  He  arrived  how¬ 
ever  on  the  24th,  and  expired  on 
the  26th  of  April.  By  his  death 
the  command  devolved  on  major 


general  Stuart.  This  officer,  on  the 
7th  of  June  fat  down  before  Cud- 
dalore.  For  fome  time  the  liege  was  . 
carried  on  with  great  fpirit  and  per- 
feverance.  But  general  Stuart  had 
not  only  the  garrifon  from  within  to 
contend  with,  but  from  without  the 
marquis  de  Buffi  and  admiral  Suffren. 
A  flight  engagement  took  place  on 
the  20th,  between  this  officer  and 
fir  Edward  Hughes,  which  made  no 
alteration  in  the  ftate  of  affairs.  The 
progrefs  of  the  contefl:  mull  have 
bem  ruinous ;  it  could  fcarcely  be 
productive.  Fortunately,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  effuflon  of  human  blood9 
the  news  of  peace  arrived  at  Ma¬ 
dras  on  the  25th,  and  a  ceflation  of 
hoftilities  was  completely  fettled  on 
the  4th  of  July. 
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THE  conteh,  which  for  fo  long; 

a  time  fixed  our  attention  on 
the  military  tranfadlions  of  our  late 
colonihs,  being  happily  terminated  ; 
our  curiohty  is  naturally  turned  to 
their  civil  affairs,  the  operations  of 
their  conhitution,  the  fpirit  of  their 
proceedings,  and  the  degree  of  har¬ 
mony  or  rivalfiiip  that  fubfihs  be- 
tween  neighbouring  hates.  Such  as 
have  taken  a  part  in  our  intcfhne 
dihenhon?  are  interefted  in  the  fub- 
ie£i,  becaufe  it  tends  to  decide  whe- 
ther  it  was  fit  in  poiicy  to  yield  their 
Independency,  or  poffible  yet  to 
have  torn  from  them  this  favourite 
jewel.  The  fpeculative  politician 
muff  be  defirous  to  be  informed  re- 
fpedfing  their  htuation,  becaufe  it 
Is  intimately  connedfed  with  the 
quehion  of  the  comparative  excel¬ 
lence  of  a  republican  government. 
And  to  all  it  has  the  grace  of  no¬ 
velty.  Their  conhitution  is  yet  in  , 
a  hate  of  incorredtnefs  and  infancy  ; 
their  rank  among  the  nations  is  un¬ 
fixed  ;  and  they  are  the  firh  en* 
lightened  people,,  who  have  formed 
for  themfelv.es  an  independent  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  we  hern  hemifphere. 

The  fubjedt  of  revenue  is  ever  an 
Important  branch  in  the  hihory  of 
modern  nations,  and  circumhanees 
have  occurred  to  make  it  particu¬ 
larly  interehing  in  the  cafe  before 
us.  The  Americans  have  had  in 
their  outlet  an  extenhve  and  obfti- 
nate  war  to  fupport,  which  necef- 
farily  demanded  the  greateh  ex¬ 
pence.  As  a  people,  they  were  by 
no  means  opulent.  And  then  all 
authority  is  founded  in  opinion. 
The  moh  pernicious  abufes  are  fub- 


mitted  to,  when  introduced  under 
the  venerable  fandtion  of  precedent ; 
but  the  moh  moderate  exertions  are 
unwillingly  admitted  in  a  new  an d 
unpradfifed  fovereignty.  The  general 
congrefs  of  the  United  States,  con¬ 
vinced  of  thefe  truths,  were  fen h hie 
to  the  neceffity  of  difcharging  aeon- 
fiderable  part  of  their  burdens  in- 
diredfly  by  anticipations  and  the 
operations  of  finance.  One  of  the 
firh  refources  they  employed  was 
that  of  iffuing  paper  currency.  But 
as  they  polfehed  no  means  ot  main*- 
taining  its  credit,  it  funk  by  degrees 
into  fuch  a  hate  of  depreciation,  as 
to  occasion  the  greateh  inconvem- 
encies,  and  at  length  to  become  al* 
moft  entirely  ulelefs.  They  them 
recurred  to  the  more  ufual  method 
of  loans,  which  were  negociated 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  a  con* 
fiderable  amount. 

But  in  fpite  of  all  the  refources 
they  could  invent,  their  difficulties 
increafed.  To  have  fbme  idea  of 
thefe  it  is  only  necdTary  to  recur  in 
the  moft  curfory  manner  to  the  hate 
publifhed  by  congrefs  of  their  re* 
ceipts  and  diiburfements  for  the  year 
1782.  For  the  fervice  of  this  year 
that  aflembly  had  hated  the  necef- 
fary  revenue  at  i,8oo,qco1.  Of 
this  fum  only  94,500!.  were  raifed 
by  the  re fpedtive  colonies,  187,500!, 
were  borrowed  in  France  and  HoU 
lane,  and  there  were  69,7501.111  the 
public  treafury  at  the  commence- 
mencement  of  the  year  :  the  whole 
amounting  to  351,750!.  This  fcanty 
pittance  lcarcely  exceeded  the  mere 
expence  requilite  for  feeding  their 
army,  and  was  nearly  doubled  by 
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the  article  of  their  pay,  leaving  for 
the  prefent  that  of  clothing  totally 
out  of  the  queftion.  A  fituation 
like  this  niuft  be  attended  with  the 
greatelf  inconveniencies.  Their 
army  was  hardly  fed,  and  could  not 
expect  to  be  clothed.  So  far  from 
being  able  to  difeharge  any  of  the 
demands  that  were  made  upon  them, 
they  could  not  even  pay  the  filtered 
of  their  debts  :  they  ran  in  arrears 
with  every  body  connected  with  the 
public  fervice  ;  and  more  than  three 
fourths  of  their  creditors  were  not 
thofe  of  choice,  but  necetThy.  In 
this  lituation  the  faith  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  violated ;  its  credit  de- 
droyed  ;  and  there  was  the  molt  im¬ 
minent  danger  of  their  being  totally 
without  an  army.  How  their  forces 
'  H'ere  kept  together  we  fliall  prefentiy 
have  occafion  to  fee. 

It  m  u  ft  be  an  extraordinary  fpec- 
tacle  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  who  labour  under  a  debt  of 
more  than  250, coo, cool,  and  who 
yet  regularly  pay  the  filtered  of  this 
debt,  and  maintain  a  credit  fuperior 
to  that  of  any  other  nation  in  the 
>yorld,  to  contemplate  a  people, 
yaftly  fuperior  in  extent  of  territory, 
and  almoft  half  as  numerous  as 
themfelves,  with  a  debt  of  little 
more  than  9,450,000!.  new  to  exer¬ 
tion,  unworn  with  refourees,  in  a 
Hate  only  fliorr  of  adtual  and  declar¬ 
ed  bankruptcy,  ft  is  not  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed  that,  though  not  opulent,  they 
are  inherently  capable  of  placing 
their  finances  in  a  regular  and  cre¬ 
ditable  Hate,  The  celebrated  Dr. 
Franklin,  who  may  be  confidered  as 
the  founder  of  their  liberties  and  the 
father  of  their  conduction,  in  a  letter 
upon  the  fubjedf  that  has  been  given 
to  the  public,  has  blamed  them  for 
the  negleff  of  this  in  the  dronged 
and  mold  unqualified  language.  It 
is  natural  for  us  to  enquire  into  the 
principles  of  their  conduct. 


One  of  thefe,  at  which  we 
have  already  hinted,  is  the  novelty 
of  their  fituation.  Age  is  an  in- 
difpeniible  condiment  in  every 
thing  venerable:  the  Americans  feel 
the  reality  of  their  ex pences ;  they 
do  not  feel  the  weight  and  dignity 
of  government.  Recollecting  that 
but  the  other  day  it  originated  in 
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their  own  choice,  their  fenfe  or 
equality  is  fomewhat  too  vivid  for 
practice,  and  they  are  in  a  irate  ap¬ 
proaching  to  that  of  nature.  There 
is  too  an  intrinfic  feeblenefs  in  their 
fupreme  legiflature.  The  general 
congrefs  may  lix  the  revenue  to  be 
railed  by  each  province,  but  as  they 
have  no  power  to  inforce  their  deci- 
fion,  nor  even  to  fix  the  funds  upon 
which  it  fliall  be  raifed,  this  prero¬ 
gative  is  weak  and  inefficient.  The 
individual  flares  have  conceived  a 
jealoufy  of  their  common  repre- 
lentative  ;  and  where  private  in¬ 
to  re  ft  coincides  with  corporate  view?, 
it  is  no  wonder  the  prejudice  fhould 
be  firong  and  invincible.  Con¬ 
grefs  recommended  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  revenue  to  be  raifed  by  each 
ltate  :  the  quota  paid  in  was  infi¬ 
nitely  fliort  of  the  fum  dipulated. 
A  duty  of  five  per  cent  upon  all 
goods  imported  was  then  propofed  ; 
a  tax,  the  lighted,  the  moil  equal 
and  unexceptionable  that  can  he 
conceived.  After  a  delay  of  two 
years,  one  date  entirely  refufed  its 
concurrence,  another  withdrew  its 
afTent  once  given,  and  a  third  re¬ 
turned  no  anfwer.  Proceedings  like 
thefe  were  totally  dedrudtive  of  all 
revenue.  It  was  to  be  expected  that 
the  inhabitants  of  provinces  whole 
legiilatures  had  voted  any  tax,  when 
they  faw  their  neighbours  and  fel¬ 
low  fubjetds  totally  exempt  from 
the  burden,  would  employ  every 
evafion  to  avoid  paying  it.  The  re¬ 
ceivers  feem  to  have  connived  at  thefe 
evafioxis,  and  tahave  been,  extreme¬ 
ly 
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!v  remifs  in  collection.  To  remedy 
this  evil,  congrefs  propofed  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  a.ppoint  its  own  officers  of 
revenue.  The  idea  was  rejetted  with 
indignation. 

Such  was  the  hate  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  revenues  in  the  lafl  year  of  the 
war.  Upon  the  reftoratioiyof  peace 
it  was  natural  to  look  back  to  their 
undigefted  and  difordered  hate,  and 
Specially  to  make  feme  provifion 
for  the  intereh  of  the  debt  they  had 
contracted,  which*  if  not  now  done, 
muh  hereafter  feem  completely 
hopelefs  and  defpe rate.  With  thefe 
views,  and  in  this  important  lituation 
the  general  congrefs  publihied  their 
recommendation  of  the  18th  of 
April  1 7 8  y ,  a  paper  replete  with 
wil'd  dm,  moderation  and  found 
policy  ;  and  which,  together  with 
the  addrefs  accompanying  it,  may 
perhaps  be  coniidered  as  the  moil 
refpedtable  record  they  have  yet 
furnifhed  to  the  world. 

They  hate  the  various  motives  of 
iuhice,  good  faith,  honour  and  gra¬ 
titude,  which  call  upon  the  Ameri¬ 
can  republic  for  an  early  and  ef- 
fedual  provifion  for  the  intereh  of 
the  debt :  a  debt  owing  partly  to  an  al¬ 
ly,  to  whom  they  were  upon  every  ac¬ 
count  under  the  greateh  obligations ; 
or  to  individuals  in  a  foreign  coun¬ 
try,  who  had  been  the  firit  to  give 
i'o  precious  a  token  of  their  confi¬ 
dence  :  and  partly  to  the  illuhrious 
and  patriotic  band  of  fellow  citizens, 
who  had  defended  their  liberties 
with  their  blood  ;  or  to  citizens, 
who  by  the  tenor  of  their  obligation 
were  entitled  to  the  principal  of 
their  loan.  They  ehimate  the  in- 
tcrefl  at  947,6001.;  which  they  re¬ 
commend  to  be  levied  by  a  duty  of 
five  per  cent,  upon  all  goods  im¬ 
ported  in  the  firh  place,  and  by 
iuch  other  funds  in  addition  as  each 
itate  flisOi  provide  in  its  refpedive 
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proportion.  They  point  out  the  nc- 
celfity  of  making  this  provihon  one 
indivisible  and  irrevocable  ad,  fmee 
in  no  other  way  could  the  national 
credit  be  fecured,  and  fetch  an  uni- 
verfal  confidence  inlpired,  as  may 
enable  government  to  fubfeitute 
loans  of  a  moderate  intereh  in  lieu 
of  their  prefen t  debt  bearing-  fey 
per  cent.  They  therefore  propose 
that  the  provifion  (hall  not  take  ef- 
fea,  till  it  has  been  acceded  to  in. 
every  part  by  ail  the  hates,  after 
which  it  (hall  be  irrevocable  by  one 
or  more  hates  without  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  whole  or  a  majority  of 
the  United  States  in  congrefs.  To 
meet  however  the  objedions  that  had 
been  made  in  former  mftances,  they 
limit  the  duration  of  this  revenue 
to  the  term  of  twenty-five  years; 
and  leave  to  the  hates  themfelves 
the  appointment  of  its  receivers, 
making  them  in  the  mean  time 
amenable  to  and  removable  by  con¬ 
grefs  alone  :  though,  as  they  cfe- 
ierve,  by  the  ft  rid  maxims  of  nati¬ 
onal  credit,  the  revenue  ought  rnanfe 
feftly  to  be  co-exiftent  with  its  ob¬ 
ject  ;  and  the  collection  in  every 
refped  under  the  authority  which 
is  to  difpenfethc  one  and  be  refpon- 
feble  for  the  other.  But  they  hope, 
by  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  from 
commerce,  .  by  requifitions  to  be 
made  from  time  to  time  for  that  pur-, 
poie,  and  by  fuch  cefeionsof  vacant 
territory  as  had  already  been  recom¬ 
mended,  that  the  whole  debt.may  be 
extinguifhed  within  the  limited 
term. 

As  this  important  and  final  re¬ 
commendation  has  not  yet  been  con- 
fidered  by  the  affemblies  of  all  the 
hates,  it  icems  advifabie  to  termi¬ 
nate  here  ail  that  can  be  offered  to 
the  public  upon  this  fubjed  for  the 
prefer)  t  year. 

if  the  circumfeaftces  \yt  have  re¬ 
lated 
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fated  feem  to  favour  the  opinion  that 
the  provinces  of  North  America 
might  yet  have  been  reduced,  it 
ihould  be  remembered  on  the  other 
hand,  that  thefe  difficulties  were  not 
new,  but  had  been  felt  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  war  ;  and  that,  in 
whatever  otherpoints  the  Americans 
differed,  they  manifeffed  to  the  laft 
the  moft  uniform  inflexibility  in  the 
caufe  they  had  efpoufed.  We  may 
form  fome  idea  of  the  value  they 
fet  upon  their  independence  from 
this  Angle  circumftance  ;  that  the 
unexampled  diftrefi'es  to  which  the 
army  was  reduced  could  fcarcely 
prevail  upon  any  to  defert  the  com¬ 
mon  ffandard  ;  and  that  in  all  their 
mutinies  and  difcontents,  no  confi- 
deration  could  induce  them  to  fly 
into  the  arms  of  plenty,  and  join 
the  Britilh  forces. 

There  is  one  of  the  obje&s  in- 
ferefled  in  this  exifting  infolvency 
of  the  United  States,  which,  both 
on  account  of  its  affedling  fituation 
and  the  critical  ftate  in  which  it 
placed  the  new  republic,  demands  a 
Jfeparate  confideration  ;  we  mean 
the  army.  The  difficulties  we  have 
deferibed  will  naturally  be  fuppofed 
to  have  fallen  chiefly  upon  the  of¬ 
ficers*  At  firif  they  engaged  in  the 
fervice,  without  regard  to  conse¬ 
quences,  and  animated  finglv  by 
that  daring  fpirit  of  refiffance  which 
was  diffufed  through  the  whole  con¬ 
tinent,  But  as  the  war  grew  into 
length,  as  they  began  to  feel  the 
want  of  every  convenience  of  life, 

•  and  could  fee  before  them  no  prof- 
pe£t  of  tranquility  and  competence 
'  to  recompenfe  their  prefent  hard- 
Ihips,  their  difcontents  broke  forth, 
and  their  reflgnations  were  fo  fre¬ 
quent,  as  fometimes  to  threaten  the 
total  diffolution  of  the  army.  To 
remedy  thefe  evils,  the  general  com 
i.  i  i  2 


grefs,  upon  two  feveral  occaficns 
in  1-77 8  and  1780,  voted  a  half 
pay  tor  life  to  the  officers,  and  a 
gratuity  of  j  81-  equivalent  to  a 
year’s  pay,  to  the  foldiers  who  ffiould 
continue  in  the  fervice  to  the  clofe 
of  the  war. 

By  thefe  expedients  the  murmurs 
of  the  army  were  for  a  time  filenc- 
ed  :  but,  as  the  arrears  continually 
increafed,  as  ijiany  of  the  dates  ap¬ 
peared  diffatisfied  with  the  bounty  of 
congrefs,  and  as  the  payment  of 
this  bounty,  or,  regarding  it  in  the 
clafsof  the  public  debts,  a  fecurity 
for  the  regular  dxfcharge  of  its  in- 
tereft,  appeared  as  diftant  as  ever,  the 
officers  found  it  neceffary  in  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1782,  to  reprefent 
to  congrefs  their  hardffiips.  They 
demanded  a  fupply  of  prefent  pay, 
and  a  fecurity  and  certificates  for  the 
engagements  of  congrefs  in  their 
behalf ;  and  they  offered  to  com¬ 
mute  their  half  pay  for  life,  for  full 
pay  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
or  for  a  fum  in  grofs.  All  the  an- 
fwerthey  obtained  to  this  reprefen- 
tation  was  a  month’s  pay  in  notes, 
and  fome  time  after  a  commutation 
of  their  half  pay  into  full  pay  for 
five  years.  Previoufly  however  to 
this  lad  deciflon,  an  attempt  was 
made,  early  in  March  1783,  to  in¬ 
duce  the  army  to  more  vigorous  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  was  only  defeated 
by  the  wifdom  and  prefence  of  mind 
of  their  commander  in  chief.  And 
though  this  affair  terminated  in  a 
more  favourable  way  than  could 
have  been  expedled,  yet  the  officers 
came  to  an  explicit  refolution, 
u  That  they  confided  in  congrefs 
that  they  would  not  difband  or  dif- 
perfe  the  army,  until  their  accounts 
were  liquidated,  the  balances  accu¬ 
rately  afeertained,  and  adequate 
funds  provided  for  payment.” 

To  comply  with  this  expectation 
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was  however  a  matter  of  fome  diffi¬ 
culty.  The  funds  couid  not  be  com¬ 
pletely  provided,  till  all  the  dates  had 
accepted  fuch  a  recommendation  of 
congrefs,  as  that  we  have  already 
recited  of  the  18th  of  April*  In  the 
mean  time,  in  the  prefent  precari¬ 
ous  date  of  their  finances,  the  moil 
rigid  oeconomy  was  indifpeniible. 
It  was  abfolutcly  neceflary  that  fome 
part  of  their  pay  Ihould  be  advanc¬ 
ed  to  the  army  before  they  quitted 
the  field,  and  this  could  only  be 
done  by  removing  immediately  the 
expence  incurred  for  their  fude- 
nance,  Three  months  pay  in  bills 
of  fix  months  credit  was  the  mode 
propofed  ;  and  even  certificates  of 
their  farther  demand,  upon  the  fale 
or  fecurity  of  which  money  might 
©ccafionally  be  railed,  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  granted.  Previ- 
ouflyto  the  fcanty  advance  we  have 
mentioned,  orders  were  iffued  by 
congrefs  on  the  26th  of  May  for 
the  granting  immediate  furloughs 
to  the  foldiers  inlifted  to  ferve  dur¬ 
ing  the  war.  At  the  preffing  defire 
of  his  officers,  general  Wafhington 
fo  far  modified  his  orders,  as  to  per¬ 
mit  the  officers  to  attend  the  fol¬ 
diers  by  detachment  to  the  different 
parts  to  which  they  might  retire  ; 
but  the  army  was  eventually  dif- 
perfed. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark  under 
thefe  circumdances  how  very  cri¬ 
tical  was  the  fituation  of  America. 
Any  one  man  of  iuperior  abilities 
and  figure  in  the  army  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  wrought  them  up  to  the 
moft  fatal  refolutions :  arid  had  ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington  felt  the  ambition 
of  a  Cromwell,  he  was  now  placed 
in  a  more  favourable  fituation  than 
Cromwell  ever  poiTeffed.  But  the 
paffions  of  this  illudrious  general 
were  under  the  dricled  regulation; 
he  had  no  ambition  but  that  which 
his  conceptions  of  virtue  mfpired  ; 
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and  having  completed  the  purpofe 
for  which  he  accepted  the  com¬ 
mand,  he  panted  for  nothing  but 
tranquility  and  retirement. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion  he  wrote 
the  circular  letter  of  the  iVth  of 
June  to  the  governors  of  the  feverai 
ilates,  which  has  been  fo  much  ad¬ 
mired.  After  having  congratulated 
them  in  a  flrain  of  the  mod  pathetic 
and  natural  eloquence  upon  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  the  great  objedt  of  their 
common  exertions,  he  proceeds  to 
recommend  an  indiffoluble  union, 
with  their  federal  head,  and  a  fa- 
c red  regard  to  public  juflice.  Un¬ 
der  the  firfl  of  thefe  heads,  he  oh- 
ferves,  that  their  harmony  and  feli¬ 
city  among  themfelves,  and  their 
flrength  and  eonfideration  with  fo¬ 
reign  powers,  entirely  depend  upon 
the  weight  and  authority  that  fhaU 
be  attributed  to  the  general  con- 
grefs.  Under  the  fecond,  he  re¬ 
commends  in  the  moil  explicit  man¬ 
ner  a  compliance  with  the  requifi- 
tion  of  congrefs  of  the  18th  of 
April,  as  their  lafl  refuge  from  na¬ 
tional  bankruptcy,  and  expatiates  in 
the  mod  lively  terms  upon  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  army.  “  Who,”  cries 
he,  ‘6  does  not  remember  the  fre¬ 
quent  declarations  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war,  that  we  fiiould  be 
completely  fatisfied,  if  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  one  half  we  could  defend 
the  remainder  of  our  poirefiions  ? 
Where  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who 
wifhes  to  remain  indebted  for  the 
defence  of  his  own  perfon  and  pro¬ 
perty,  to  the  exertions,  the  bravery 
and  the  blood  of  others,  without 
making  one  generous  effort  to  repay 
the  debt  of  honour  and  of  gratitude  ? 
In  what  part  of  the  continent  fhall 
we  find"  any  man  or  body  of  men, 
who  would  not  blufh  t©  ftand  up 
and  propofe  meafures  purpofely  cal¬ 
culated  to  rob  the  foldier  of  his  dK 
pend,  and  the  public  creditor  of  his 
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due?”  He  obfervcs,  that  he  may¬ 
be  accu fed  of  ffepping  beyond  the 
line  of  his  duty  ;  but  he  appeals  to 
the  integrity  of  his  intentions.  He 
is  determined  to  accept  no  compen- 
fation  for  himfelf,  and  he  afpires 
after  nothing  but  an  honourable  re¬ 
treat.  V 

The  army  in  general  retired  un¬ 
der  thele  difadvantageous  circum- 
flances,  in  a  manner  which  tended 
to  give  the  finifhing  lull  re  to  their 
chara&er.  In  Philadelphia,  how¬ 
ever,  on  the  2 1  ft  of  June,  a  body 
of  five  hundred  armed  foldiers  fur- 
rounded  the  houfe  in  which  the 
congrefs  ufualiy  fat,  in  order  to 
prefer  their  complaints  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  council.  This  afiembly,  by 
a  lpmttu  refolution,  which  tended 
to  bring  the  iituation  of  the  army  to 
an  immediate  cribs,  adjourned  their 
feffion  to  Pi  incetown  in  Jerfey.  On 
the  1 8th  of  October  following,  they 
iflued  their  final  orders  for  difband- 
ing  the  army.  On  the  27th  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  city  of  New  York,  after 
many  delays,  was  evacuated  by  fir 
Guy  Carleton.  And  on  the  23d  of 
December  general  Wafhington  fi¬ 
nally  refigned  his  com  million  amidft 
the  acclamations  and  applaufc  of  the 
whole  continent  of  America. 

The  fubjefl  which  oecafioned  the 
flay  of  our  troops  in  New  York 
long  after  the  time  in  which  they 
were  e&pedted  to  have  retreated,  was 
the  affair  of  the  loyalifts.  The  con¬ 
grefs  delayed  the  recommendation 
which  they  had  engaged  to  make  in 
their  behalf,  till  the  execution  of 
the  definitives  treaties ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  leveral  of  thefe  unfortu¬ 
nate  people,  probably  with  an  ill- 
judged  precipitation,  repaired  to 
different  part'  of  the  continent.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  they  were  aim  oil 
every  where  difmiffed  with  oblo¬ 
quy ;  and  a  great  number  of  towns, 
and  fame,  provincial  affemblies  de¬ 


clared  themfelves  again (1  them  it* 
terms  of  the  utmoft  opprobrium  and 
afperity.  In  a  few  places  how¬ 
ever  more  generous  and  magnani¬ 
mous  fentiments  prevailed  ;  and  the 
afifemblies  of  Connecticut  and  North 
Carolina  in  particular  appeared  difi- 
poied  to  throw  pall  mifunderlla rid¬ 
ings  into  oblivion,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  oi  fuch  perfous  as  had  borne 
arms,  or  accepted  com  millions  to 
ierve  againft  their  country.  The 
promifed  recommendation  of  con- 
grefs  made  its  appearance  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1784. 

Eut  this  was  not  the  only  fubject 
that  gave  rife  to  a  fpirit  ofcoldnefs  and 
didance  between  our  late  colonitls, 
and  the  mother  country.  On  the 
fecund  of  July,  the  privy  council  of 
England  illued  an  order,  that  proved 
particularly  obnoxious  to  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  limiting  the  commerce  be¬ 
tween  that  continent,  and  our  Weft 
Indian  ifiands  to  Britiih  bottoms* 
Both  the  pride  and  in  ter  eft  of  tha 
United  States  were  fo  much  in¬ 
trenched  upon  by  this  prohibition, 
that  three  of  their  provincial  ajlera- 
blies  made  immediate  requifitions to 
the  congrefs  for  a  proclamation,  for¬ 
bidding  all  commercial  intercourfe 
with  the  Britifh  ifiands  inthofe  Teas. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  their 
independence  was  recognized  by  al¬ 
to  oft  ail  the  powers  of  Europe,  and 

commercial  treaties  were  neeociated 
•  **> 

vvtrh  the  courts  of  Stockholm  and 
Peterlburgh.  That  of  Madrid,  by 
n  fmgular  paradox,  though  engaged 
in  the  war  on  their  behalf,  had 
never  acknowleged  their  lovereignty, 
and  even  when  peace  was  concluded, 
feerned  unwilling  to  concede  a  point', 
which  was  virtually  included  in  the 
firfl:  flep  they  had  taken  in  their  fa¬ 
vour.  With  :;n  ill  grace  however 
they  at  length  contented  to  recog¬ 
nize  them  for  ibvereign  and  inde¬ 
pendent  dates,  V 

•  ■  ■  -  We 
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We  mentioned  in  our  preceding 
volume  the  conduct  held  and  the 
effects  produced  by  Mr.  Henry 
Flood,  in  the  clofe  of  that  impor¬ 
tant  lefiion  of  the  Irifh  parliament, 
which  had  produced  the  declaration 
of  rights,,  and  obtained  the  repeal 
of  the  declaratory  law  of  king 
George  the  Firft.  For  fome  time 
he  had  to  liruggle  againft  the  fpirit 
and  temper  of  Ireland,  the  voice  of 
her  mod  admired  patriot,  and  the 
fatisfa&ion  and  gratitude  with  which 
the  nation  was  im prefled  for  the  ac- 
quifitions  flte  had  made.  But  he 
fupported  himfelf  under  thele  dif- 
advantages  with  a  charadteridic  in¬ 
trepidity  and  perfeverance,  and  his 
efforts  were  not  loft.  Nothing  could 
be  more  unqueftionable  in  theory 
than  the  ground  he  had  taken,  that 
the  repeal  of  a  declaratory  law  was 
fomething  very  different  from  the 
renunciation  of  the  fuppoied  right 
which  that  law  was  intended  to  de¬ 
clare.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
urged,  that  the  fpirit  and  plain  im¬ 
plication  of  the  repeal  was  tanta¬ 
mount  to  a  renunciation,  that  no 
human  fecurity  could  go  higher,  and 
that,  if  circumdances  changed,  and 
Britain  fhould  once  again  advance 
the  claim  of  right  to  bind  Ireland, 
in  oppofition  to  the  purpofe  ot  the 
pre'ent  repeal,  {he  would  with  equal 
cafe  antiquate  the  molt  exprefs  re¬ 
nunciations  that  could  be  formed. 

The  nation  however,  was  now  in 
a  date  of  perturbation  and  inqui¬ 
etude  ;  an  objefft  was  absolutely  ne- 
ceflary  upon  which  to  employ  their 
fuperfluous  activity  ;  and  thofe  more 
confiderable  ones  which  have  fince 
engaged  fo  much  of  their  .attention 
had  not  yet  fuggelled  themfelves. 
In  this  flruation  they  were  caught 
with  the  logical  ac.utenefs,  the  reft- 
lefs  ability  and  .enthufiadic  fervour 
of  Mr.  flood.  The  flame,  once 
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lighted  up  in  the  ifland,  prefently 
fpread  from  man  to  man,  and  from 
corps  to  corps.  It  was  the  voice  of 
the  whole  country,  that  a  voluntary 
and  exprefs  renunciation  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  an  abt  of 
the  Irifh  parliament  alcertaining 
and  fecuriny  the  rights  of  that  coun- 
try,  were  indifpenlibly  needfary  to 
complete  the  glorious  fabric  of  their 
liberties.  To  evince  its  univerfality 
it  caught  even  the  corps  of  inde¬ 
pendent  Dublin  volunteers,  com¬ 
manded  by  Mr.  Henry  Grattan; 
and  that  patriot,  for  whom  but  a 
few  months  before  his  country  had 
thought  no  gratitude  too  great,  to 
whom  they  were  ready  to  erebt  fta- 
tues,  and  almod  to  proftrate  them¬ 
felves  in  adoration,  in  the  month  o 
December  1782  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  flgni  fv  to  the  corps  he 
commanded,  his  defire  that  they 
would  provide  him  with  a  fucceffor. 
Another  affair  that  gave  fome  un- 
eafmefs  to  the  Irifh  nation  was  the 
attempt  that  was  made  for  railing 
ftx  regiments  of  troops,  paid  and 
officered  by  the  B ritifli  government, 
under  the  denomination  of  fencibles. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  meafure  par¬ 
ticularly  hoftile  to  the  army  of  vo¬ 
lunteers.  Indeed  it  could  fcarcely 
be  doubted  that  their  numerous 
forces,  were  fufficient  for  the  defence 
of  the  iiland  ;  and  it  feemed  to  be 
under  the  influence  of  this  convic¬ 
tion,  that  their  parliament  had  late¬ 
ly  permitted  our  government  to 
withdraw  five  thoufand  of  the  re¬ 
gular  troops  ftationed  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  The  refolution.3  a  gain  ft  the 
fencibles  were  equally  numerous 
and  unanimous  with  thofe  for  the 
better  feeuring  the  independence  of 
their  legidature.  An  attempt  was 
made  publicly  to  exclude  them  from 
the  fociety  of  their  countrymen, 
and  their  appearance  feems  to  have 
N  been 
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been  every  where  attended  with  ex- 
preilions  of  deteltation  and  abhor¬ 
rence. 

But  thefe  caufes  of  jealoufy  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  all  for  a  time  for¬ 
gotten  in  the  popularity  of  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  lord  Temple,  who 
now  held  the  office  of  lord  lieute¬ 
nant.  The  fplendour  of  this  noble¬ 
man’s  appearance,  the  fumptuouf- 
nefs  of  his  furniture,  and  the  hofpi- 
tality  of  his  board  were  particu¬ 
larly  congenial  to  the  focial  and 
fetlive  difpofitkm  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  prefided.  Ad* 
dreffes  flowed  in  upon  him  from 
every  quarter,  and  good  humour 
and  confidence  feemed  once  more  re* 
ftored  in, a  kingdom  lately  dillin- 
g'uiflied  by  tumult  and  iufpicion. 
We  will  embrace  the  opportunity 
which  this  temporary  fufpenfion 
affords  us  to  break  off  our  narrative. 
The  fubfequent  t  ran  factions  will 
more  properly  connedt  with  the  en- 
fuing  fefiion  of  their  parliament. 
It  is  only  neceflary  to  add,  that 
during  the  period  we  have  been  de¬ 
fending,.  agents  arrived  in  Ireland 
from  the  exiled  Genevefe  ;  that  a 
•diftridt  was  marked  out  for  their  co¬ 
lony  ;  and  that  the  government,  the 
nobility  and  the  people,  feemed  to 
vie  with  each  other  in  the  counte¬ 
nance  they  afforded  to  thefe  illnf- 
trious  martyrs  to  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty.  On  the  3d  of  day  of  June, 
lord  Northington  arrived  at  Dublin 
as  fucceffor  to  lord  Temple,  and  on 
the  2<ph  of  July  the  parliament 
was  dilTolved  by  proclamation. 

The  fpirit  of  freedom  and  refor¬ 
mation,  which,  as  we  have  obfervfcd, 
originated  with  the  fuccefsful  refin¬ 
ance  of  America,  and  diffufed  itfelf 
through  diftant  parts  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  at  length  reached  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Scotland.  As  they  had 
been  late  in  entering  the  career,  they 

4 


feemed  difpofed  to  compenfate  for 
this  circum fiance  by  feizkig  at  once 
the  mod  important  and  decifive 
ground  of  reform,  a  more  equal  re- 
prefentation.  The  date  of  repre¬ 
sentation  indeed  in  Scotland  was 
particularly  inadequate.  In  their 
burghs,  the  magidrates  regularly 
elected  their  fuCceffors,  and  by  thefe 
the  members  were  brought  into  par¬ 
liament.  Even  in  their  counties, 
by  the  method  which  had  been  prac- 
tifed  of  creating  nominal  and  ficti¬ 
tious  votes,  the  whole  power  of  e- 
ledtion  was  placed  in  a  very  few  fa¬ 
milies.  The  burghs  were  particu¬ 
larly  the  fubjedt  of  complaint ;  and 
meetings  were  pretty  generally  held, 
and  delegates  chofen  to  confider  of 
the  means  of  redrefs.  Another 
grievance  of  which  they  complained, 
and  which  was  particularly  uncon¬ 
genial  to  the  prefbyterian  difcipline, 
was  the  admillion  of  lay  patronage. 
The  foundation  feemed  to  be  laid  for 
fome  important  proceedings,  and, 
as  it  has  been  remarked,  that  the 
Scottifh  nation  are  didinguifhed  for 
perfeverance  and  inflexibility,  the 
fpirit  that  has  been  awakened  may 
not  perhaps  fubfide  without  produc¬ 
ing  fome  confiderable  effects. 

The  principal  warlike  tranfadtion 
that  falls  within  the  prefent  year, 
exclufively  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
Indies,  is  the  recapture  of  the  Ba¬ 
hama  iflands  by  colonel  Deveaux, 
This  young  adventurer  is  an  Ame¬ 
rican  loyaliil,  and  his  activity  being 
prevented  from  exercifing  itfelf  in 
its  favourite  field  again  ft  his  re¬ 
volted  countrymen,  he  meditated 
fome  diflant  enterprise,  in  which 
to  fignalize  his  courage.  Not  hav¬ 
ing  heard  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
he  failed  on  the  firft  of  April,  with 
two  privateers  and  about  fixty  men, 
upon  an  expedition  entirely  at  his 
own  expence,  agaihlt  New  Provi- 
'  dence, 
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dence,  the  only  fortified  place  in 
the  Bahamas.  He  fiaid  to  recruit 
in  the  ifiands  nearer  to  Eaft  Florida, 
from  whence  he  had  failed,  and  by 
this  means  increafed  his  little  army 
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to  about  220  men.  On  the  18th  the 
ifland  furrendered.  The  returns  of 
his  capture  were  feven  gallies, 
eighty-three  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
five  or  fix  hundred  troops. 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 


In  the  Year  1783. 


JANUARY. 


I.  rT“' HI S  being  New  Year’s-day, 
there  was  a  very  numerous 
court  at  St.  James’s,  when  their  ma- 
jefties  received  the  compliments  of 
the  nobility,  &c. 

Notice  was  given,  that  the  tables 
of  lady  Charlotte  Finch,  madam 
Mould,  Mrs.  Clevely,  &c.  were  to 
be  abolifhed,  and  dipends  allowed  in 
their  head. 

A  letter  was  received  at  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  from  capt.  Inglefield  of  the 
Centaur,  giving  an  account  of  the 
lofs  of  that  fhip  near  the  Welder n 
Iflands,  and  of  his  infufferable  hard¬ 
ships  for  16  days  in  an  open  boat, 
with  10  only  of  his  men  and  a  boy. 

Bcjtony  November,  4.  Laid  Friday 
noon  the  remains  of  the  chevalier  de 
la  Pine,  knight  of  the  order  of  Malta, 
and  enlign  of  his  mod  Chridian  ma- 
jeity’s  frigate  l’Amazon,  were  ho¬ 
nourably  interred. 

The  proceffion  began  with  a  com¬ 
pany  of  marines,  their  arms  le- 
cured,  and  muffled  drums. 

A  pried  bearing  a  diver  crucifix, 
immediately  after,' 

The  BOD  Y, 

Carried  in  a  ding  by  four  marines, 
and  the  pall  fupported  by  fix 
officers,  each  with  a  light¬ 
ed  taper. 

Two  prieds,  one  of  them  in  his 
white  robes,  reading  the  burial 
fervice,  and  both  with  ta¬ 
pers  burning. 


Then  followed 

His  excellency  the  marquis  de  Va~ 
dreuil, 

His  honour  the  lieutenant  governor. 
The  honourable  council, 

The  reverend  clergy, 

The  feledtmen,  and  many  of  the  mod 
refpectable  gentlemen  ofthetown. 
Accompanied  by  the 
Field  and  other  officers  of  the  Bodon 
regiment  in  their  uniforms. 

The  whole  eicorted 

By  a  number  of  French  officers. 

The  ceremony  exhibited  a  new 
proof  of  the  cordiality,  fympathy, 
and  friendfhip  that  fubfift  between 
the  fubjedfs  of  France  and  America. 

An  account  received  frdm  Surat, 
Qdt  8,  fays,  a  dreadful  dorm  arofe, 
which  carried  univerfal  deffrudfion. 
The  whirlwind  fwept  into  the  fea 
more  than  30^0  inhabitants. 

Peterjburg ,  Nov,  21.  The  em- 
prefs  edablifhed  public  banks  at 
Archangel,  Riga,  Revel,  Cafan,  and 
Cherfon ;  the  two  latter  to  have 
for  the  fird  year  a  capital  of  300,000 
roubles,  Arch  angel  andRiga  200, 000, 
and  Revel  100,000. 

Advice  was  received  that  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Warlaw  was  burnt  down. 

The  king  of  Prulfia  has  laid  a  re- 
dridfion  on  the  prefs,  unlefs  fuch  pro- 
dudtions  receive  the  approbation  of 
cenfors  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

Extract  of  a  let  ter  from  Prague . 

The  beginning  of  December  a 
fort  of  popular  commotion  happened 
here,  on  account  of  the  fird  public 
(A  2)  interment 
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interment  of  Proteflants  fince  the 
edidt  of  toleration. 

A  letter  from  Li  (bon  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article.  It  is  impofiible  for 
me  to  defcribe  the  diflrlefs  of  the 
poor  in  this  country  for  want  of 
bread ;  the  profpedt  of  a  famine  is 
alarming;  we  have  only  a  little  In¬ 
dian  wheat,  which  the  poor  ufed  to 
be  fed  with,  but  the  rich  are  now 
glad  of  it. 

Many  uieful  reforms  are  making 
in  Spain,  among  the  mod  beneficial 
are  the  fuppreffionof  the  inquifition, 
and  the  admiffion  of  foreigners  of 
all  religions  not  excepting  Jews. 

A  fire  broke  out  near  the  mofque 
of  the  fultan  Achmet,  at  Condanti- 
nople  in  Dec.  laft,  which  reduced 
ten  palaces  to  allies. 

The  new  grand  vifier  ordered  the 
throats  of  ten  or  twelve  perfons  to 
be  cut,  on  being  accufed  of  having 

concealed  combudible  materials  in 

;  < 

different  quarters  of  the  city. 

Genoa .  The  government  hath 
demanded  of  the  chiefs  of  all  the  re¬ 
ligious  communities  an  exadt  date  of 
all  their  effects,  fpecifying  the  man- 
tier  in  which  they  became  poffefTed 
of  them,  and  their  value. 

According  to  the  lafl  letters  from 
Mentz,  feveral  Jevf  families  from 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  have  de¬ 
manded  leave  to  fettle  in  that  elec¬ 
torate,  and  edablifh  trade  and  ma¬ 
nufactures.  This  permidion  was  not 
only  granted,  but  they  are  declared 
exempt  from  all  taxes  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty  years,  and  are  allowed  to 
build  a  lynagogue. 

Letters  from  Paris  fay,  that  fince 
the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws  againfl 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
fcarcely  an  officer  or  private  man 
have  entered  into  the  Irifh  brigades. 

Utrecht,  Dec.  27.  A  refolution  of 
their  high  mightineffes  the  hates 
general,  dated  the  9th  inftant,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Englifh  packet-boat  the 
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Dolphin,  captain  Flynn,  which  wa# 
Ifopt  by  order  of  the  province  of 
Zealand,  authorifes  the  college  of 
admiralty  of  that  province  to  admit 
the  claim  of  the  faid  captain  or  his 
affigns,  if  they  apply  for  it. 

The  hates  general  of  Holland 
ipublifhed  a  placart,  in  which  they 
offered  a  reward  of  icoo  golden  ry- 
ders  (about  12000  guineas)  to  any 
one,  even  an  accomplice,  who  would 
difcover  the  author  or  authors  of  a 
libel,  intituled,  The  true  Caufe  of 
the  Decline  of  that  Republic,  in 
Letter  found  between  Utrecht  and 
Amersfort,  in  which  the  princefsof 
Orange  in  particular  was  very  much 
vilified ;  the  fame  placart  forbad  the 
reprinting  of  the  faid  libel  on  pain 
of  paying  a  fine  of  6eoo  florin^ 
(about  540I.) 

Hague ,  Jan .  15.  The  three  re¬ 
giments,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Scotch  brigade,  were  adfually  under 
the  command  of  the  national  troops 
of  Utrecht.  The  officers  had  fix 
weeks  given  them  to  eonfide.r  of  a 
new  oath,  but  the  colonels  comman¬ 
dant  demanded  longer  time.  About 
fifty  officers  retired  from  that  fer- 
vice,  viz.  fix  or  eight  field  offi¬ 
cers,  twelve  captains,  and  thirty 
lubakerns.  Thefe  gallant  veterans 
did  not  think  it  confident  with  their 
honour  as  Britifh  fubjedls,  to  take 
the  new  oath  lately  ordered  to  be 
jmpofed,  which  was  virtually  to 
make  them  abjure  their  native  coun¬ 
try.  Several  of  them  arrived  in 
Rqidol,  fully  truding  to  the  refq- 
lution  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  coun¬ 
cil,  who  refolved,  that  they  fliould 
be  taken  under  his  majefiyJs  protec¬ 
tion. 

The  commanders  of  the  three 
Scots  regiments  in  the  Dutch  ler- 
yice,  generals  Houdon,  Stewart, 
and  Dundas,  were  to  enjoy  their  pay 
during  life,  without  being  obliged  to 
fubfcribe  the  oath,  or  do  any  duty, 
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©n  account  oF  their  long  and  meri¬ 
torious  fervices. 

New  Tork ,  Jan.  2.  Arrived  the 
fhip  Duchefs  of  Gordon,  capt. 
Holmes,  in  15  days,  from  Charles- 
Town,  South  Carolina.  She  failed 
from  thence  on  the  19th  lilt,  with  a 
fleet,  confiding  of  about  70  fail,  50 
of  which  were  bound  for  this  port, 
having  on  board  the  foreign  and  , 
provincial  troops,  under  convoy  of 
his  majedy’s  fhips  AfTurance, 
Charles-Town,  and  Hound  ;  the  re¬ 
mainder,  confiding  of  about  20  fail;, 
parted  with  them  off  Charles  Town 
baron  the  18th,  bound  for  Eng¬ 
land.  On  the  17th  a  fleet  of  up¬ 
wards  of  50  fail,  with  the  Brftifh 
troops,  and  the  principal  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Charles  Town,  failed 
front  thence  to  Jamaica. 

Of  the  fleet  late  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  comte  de  Grade,  the 
-following  have  been  taken,  funk, 
burnt,  or  deflroyed  :  —  Ville  de  Pa¬ 
ris,  104  guns,  fuppofed  to  have 
foundered;  Hedlor,  74,  fince  foun¬ 
dered  ;  Giorieux,  74,  fuppofed  to 
have  foundered;  Cefar*  74,  fince 
burnt;  Diadem.,  74,  funk;  Caton, 
64,  taken  ;  Ardent*  64,  taken ; 
Magnifique,  7.4,  lofl  going  into  B of¬ 
ten ;  Palmier,  74,  foundered;  Sct- 
pio,  74,  driven  on  fhore  by  Torbay, 
and  burnt;  jafon,  64,  taken  in  the 
Mona  Paflage  with  the  Caton  ;  St. 
Efpirit,  80,  condemned  at  Bodon. — 
Total  of  fhips,  1 2;  ditto,  of  guns, 884. 

All  this  was  the  confequence  of 
one  Angle  battle;  in  which  alone 
the  French  lod  within  one  as  many 
capital  fliips  as  in  the  whole  of  king 
William’s  war ;  for  the  lofs  to  France, 
during  that  period,  confided  of  two 
fhips  of  1 04  guns  each,  one  of  90, 
-two  of  80,  three  of  76,  one  of  74, 
one  of  70,  one  of  63,  and  two  of 
60. 

There  are  now  on  the  navy  half- 
pay  lid  243  captains,  172  rhaders 


and  commanders,  and  910  lieuten¬ 
ants,  which  have  been  added  there¬ 
to  fince  the  commencement  of  the 


war  in  1776,  exclufive  of  thofe  kill¬ 
ed,  or  died,  in  that  period. 

Accurate  date  of  the  navies  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  in  commiflion  at  the  end 
of  the  year  178^. 


Line  fhips 
Fifties 


Gr.  Brit.  France.Spain,  Hoi. 


IOJ 

89 

53 

3* 

?3 

7 

3  0 

63 

59 

49 

54 

12?  « 
s  r  2  8 

36  ^ 

217 

86 

3 1 

*5 

43 

22 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

0 

7 

/ 

5 

14 

0 

9 

7 

/ 

1 1 

6 

5 

0  . 

0 

0 

Small  ditto 
Sloops 
Cutters 
Armed  (hips 
Bombs 
Firefhips 
Yachts 

The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  captains ;  of  his  majedyVnavy, 
killed  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  with  the  names  of  each  fhip 
they  commanded,  and  on  what  da- 
tion  they  were. 

Wed  Indies. 


Captain  names *  Ships  names » 
Captain  Watfon,  Conqueror. 

Griffiths,  Ditto. 

Hon. Hen. St.John,  Intrepid. 

Bay  rle,  Alfred. 

Blair,  Anfon. 

Ldd  Rob.  Manners,  Refolution. 

Everett,  Ruby. 

Ead  Indies. 

Stephens,  Superb, 

Reynolds,  Exeter. 

.  North  America. 

Smith,  Trepafley. 

Europe. 

Pownall,  Apollo. 

,  MacartneyPrincefs  Amelia, 
The  number  of  prifoners  of  war 
in  England,  French,  Dutch,  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  Spaniards,  amounted  fo 
4160  men  to  be  exchanged. 

6.  This  being  Twelfth  Day,  the 
fame  tvas  obferved  as  a  fedival  by 
the  royal  family  at  Windfor. 

(’A3) 
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8.  A  chapter  of  the  Bath  was  held 
at  St.  James’s,  when  general  Grey 
was  invefled  with  the  inlignia  of  that 
order. 

i  c.  The  Bank  of  Scotland  offered 
40C0I.  for  12  months,  free  of  inte- 
reft,  to  the  magiflrates  of  Aberdeen, 
to  purchafe  corn  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor;  and  ioocl.  for  the  charity 
workhoufe  at  Stirling., 

11.  The  king  fignified  his  plea- 
fure  to  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  the  uniform 
clothing  worn  by  the  flag  officers  of 
his  majefly’s  fleet,  ffiould  be  altered 
in  the  manner  mentioned  at  the  foot 
hereof;  and  that  commodores  hav¬ 
ing  captains  under  them,  the  firfl 
captain  to  the  admiral  of  the  fleet, 
and  firft  captains  to  admirals  com¬ 
manding  in  chief  fquadrons  of  20 
fail  of  the  line  or  more,  fhall  be  dlf- 
tinguifhed  by  wearing  the  fame  frock 
uniform  as  rear-admirals. 

Such  flag  officers,  however,  as 
were  provided  with  the  uniforms 
were  permitted  to  wear  the  fame  till 
the  end  of  the  prefent  year. 
UNIFORMS  of  the  Flag-Officers 
of  his  Majefly’s  Fleet  to  be  here¬ 
after  as  follows : 

FULL  DRESS. 
Admiral’s. — A  blue  cloth  coat, 
with  white  cuffs,  white  waiftcoatand 
breeches ;  the  coat  and  waiftcoat  to 
be  embroidered  with  gold,  in  pat¬ 
tern  and  defcription  the  fame  as  that 
worn  by  the  generals  of  his  majefly’s 
army  ;  three  rows  of  embroidery 
upon  the  cuff. 

Vice  -  Admiral’s.  —  Ditto,  with 
1  embroidery  the  fame  that  worn  by 
lieutenant-generals  ;  two  rows  of 
embroidery  on  the  cuff. 

Rear-Admiral’s.  Ditto,  with  em¬ 
broidery  the  fame  as  that  worn  by 
major-generals  ;  one  row  of  em¬ 
broidery  on  the  tuff. 

Butt-ms  the  fame  pattern  as  are 
now  in  ufe. 

E 


UNDRESS. 

Admiral’s.- — A  blue  cloth  frock, 
with  blue  cuff  and  bluelappels;  em¬ 
broidered  button-holes  like  thofe 
now  in  ufe,  from  the  top  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  lappel,  at  equal  diftance, 
and  three  on  the  cuff. 

V ice- Admiral’s. — Ditto, with  but¬ 
ton-holes  three  and  three. 

Rear-Admiral’s, — Ditto,  with  but¬ 
ton-holes  two  and  two. 

Plain  white  waiffcoats  &  breeches. 

Buttons  the  fame  pattern  as  be¬ 
fore  worn. 

Edinburgh ,  *jan,  13.  The  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Royal  Bank  made  offer 
to  the  magiflrates  of  coool.  Aerling, 
free  of  interefl  for  12  months,  for 
the  purpofe  of  purchafing  corn  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor. 

13.  The  feffions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey. 

1 6.  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty,  of  the  convidts  under  fen- 
tence  of  death  in  Newgate,  when 
John  Johnfon,  John  Lawfon,  John 
Booker,  Thomas  Cro-wder,  John 
Fitzgerald,  William  Woods,  and 
Thomas  Cope,  were  ordered  for  ex¬ 
ecution  on  the  22d  inflant. 

17.  Daniel  M‘Ginnis  was  tried 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  John  Har¬ 
dy,  hatter,  in  Newgate-flreet,  where 
Mr.  McGinnis  lodged,  by  ftabbing 
him  in  the  left  bread,  with  a  fliort 
tuck,  or  bayonet,  which  entered  his 
heart.  This  unhappy  accident  was 
occationed  by  fome  water  thrown  out 
of  Mr.  McGinnis’s  window,  on  Mr. 
Hardy’s  Iky-light,  who  going  up 
flairs  to  remonftrate  with  Mr. 
M‘Ginnis,  words  arofe,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  this  fatal  extremity.  Mr. 

-  M‘Ginnis  had  a  mod  excellent  cha¬ 
racter  given  him  as  a  quiet,  hann- 
lefs,  inoffenflve,  and  humane  per- 
fon,  by  gentlemen  of  great  rank. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey. 

After  the  trials  ended  the  court 

paded 
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pafled  fentence  on  tbe  London  con-  tiary  of  the  courts  of  France  and 
vidts,  viz,  on  two  the  fentence  of  Spain.  Vide  State  Papers * 
transportation  to  America,  feven  to  Preliminaries  with  the  Fates  ge- 
hard  labour  in  the  houfes  of  correc-  neral  of  the  United  Provinces  were 
tion,  five  imprifoned  in  Newgate,  not  yet  figned  ;  but  a  ceffation  of 
and  five  to  be  whipt.  hohilities  between  Great  Britain  and 

18.  The  feffion  ended  on  the  that  republic  was  agreed  upon. 


Middlefex  fide,  when  10  convidls 
received  judgement  of  death  ;  8  fen- 
tenced  to  be  tranfported  to  America ; 
20  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  in  the 
hotife  of  correction;  2  to  be  im¬ 
prifoned  in  Newgate;  and  21  dis¬ 
charged  by  proclamation. 

This  being  her  majefty’s  birth¬ 
day,  the  fame  was  obferved  as 
ufual. 

20.  Captain  Chriflie,  late  captain, 
of  the  Hannibal  man  of  war,  arriv¬ 
ed  in  a  Danifh  veiled  from  India, 
and  brings  an  account  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Dartmouth  Eaft  Indiaman,  cap¬ 
tain  Thompfon,  having  upwards  of 
150,000!.  in  fpecie  on  board,  be- 
iides  a  valuable  cargo.  By  the  fame 
channel  we  alfo  learn,  that  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  had  taken  the  field  with  fix 
months  provisions,  in  order  to  oppofe 
the  operations  of  Hyder  Ally,  and 
the  French  troops  ;  and  that  the 
French  fleet  under  M.  ,'iuffrein  had 
fuffered  fo  much  in  the  late  engage¬ 
ment  with  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  as 
to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  quitting 
his  former  fiation,  and  return  to 
Mauritius  to  refit. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  refitted 
at  Trincomale,  and  was  to  fail  in  a 
few  days  in  quell  of  the  French  fleet 
if  in  the  narrow  feas.  The  French 
had  loft  I  20?  men  in  the  action  and 
by  ficknefs,  alfo  near  icooof  thole 
landed  on  the  coaft. 

The  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  which 
were  figned  at  Verfailles  on  the 
20th  inftant,  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert, 
his  majefty’s  minifler  plenipotenti¬ 
ary,  and  the  miniflers  plenipoten- 


As  many  people  are  unable  to 
form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  diilridts  ceded  in  America, 
becaufe  the  geography  of  that  i na¬ 
me  nfe  country  is  not  well  known* 

It  will  not  be  amifs  therefore  to  com¬ 
pare  the  diftridts  ceded,  with  coun¬ 
tries  with  which  we  are  more  ac¬ 
quainted.  The  following  meafure- 
ments  are  made  with  the  gjreateft 
accuracy  t 

The  river  Ohio  is  navigable  fretn. 
Fort  Pitt  to  its  mouth,  which  is  a 
length  of  1164  mdes — 

The  lands  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  and  between  the  Allegany 
mountains,  the  lakes  Ontario  and 
Erie,  and  the  Illinois  and  MiflifippI 
rivers,  contain  233,200 fquare  miles* 
which  is  nearly  equal  to  Great  Bri* 
tain  and  France,  whofe  contents  are 
only  235,237  fquare  miles-— 

The  lands  between  the  Illinois, 
lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  and  the 
Miffifippi  atthe  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
contain  129,030  fquare  miles,  near¬ 
ly  equal  to  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  which  contain  only  131,800 
fquare  miles. 

The  lands  from  St.  Anthony’s 
Falls  to  the  South  line  from  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  head  of  the 
Miliiflppi,  contain  59,000  fquare 
miles,  which  is  more  than  all  Hol¬ 
land,  Flanders,  and  Ireland,  which 
contain  only  57,908  fquare  miles. 

Fall  Florida  alone  contains  35,000 
fquare  miles,  and  is  nearly  as  large 
as  Ireland,  which  has  only  35,400 
fquare  miles  — 

The  United  States  of  America 
contain  207,050  fquare  miles,  near¬ 
ly  as  large  as  all  Germany,  Flan- 
(A4)  '  dsr*. 
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ders,  Holland,  and  Switzerland, 
which  contain  207,483  fquare  miles. 

.  21,  The  parliament  met  accord¬ 
ing  to  adjournment. 

The  Pruffian  envoy  extraordinary 
made  flrong  reprefentations,  in  the 
name  of  the  king  his  mafter  to  the 
Britifh  miniffry,  concerning  the 
capture  of  a  Pruffian  fhip ;  and  de¬ 
manded  the  immediate  releafe  of  the 
fhip,  and  the  reflitution  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  taken  on  board  her. 

22.  The  following  malefadfors 
were  brought  out  of  Newgate,  and 
conveyed  to  Tyburn,  where  they 
Were  executed  according  to  their 
fentence ;  viz.  John  Booker,  Wil¬ 
liam  Woods,  John  Fitzgerald,  John 
Johnfon,  John  Lawfon,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Cope. 

23.  Dr,  Franklin  fent  to  South 
Carolina  nine  vine-dreifers  from 
Burgundy,  and  1 2,000  fets  or  plants 
of  vines,  to  try  whether  thofe  plants 
would  thrive  there. 

Dealy  Jan.  23.  Twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  fpecie  was  brought  on 
fhore,  taken  out  of  the  Oafle  Ernes, 
capt.  Laud,  a  Dutch  fhip,  from  the 
Texel,  bound  to  Batavia,  under 
Ruffian  colours,  which  run  on  the 
Goodwin  Sands. 

24.  Notice  was  fent  from  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  to  Sir  James  Marriot,  the 
judge  of  that  high  court,  to  confirm 
no  more  warrants  of  letter  of  marque 
for  reprifals  upon  the  enemy. 

27.  The  Highland,  or  77th  re¬ 
giment,  quartered  at  Portfmouth, 
which  was  ordered  to  embark  for  the 
Fail  Indies,  mutinied,  and  prevent¬ 
ed  their  embarkation. 

28.  A  proclamation  was  Blued  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  fig- 
nifying,  that  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom,  be  farther  prorogued  to 
Tuefday  the  25  th  day  of  March 
next. 

29.  A  caufe  was  decided  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  of  the  ut¬ 


most  confequence  to  traders,  as  it 
decided  a  matter  much  queftioned. 
An  eminent  tradefman  brought  an 
adion  againft  Lady  Lanf— — — 
for  goods  had  and  delivered.  She 
pleaded  her  being  a  femme  coverte; 
the  cafe  was,  that  her  hufband,  lord 
Lanf — _ — 9  had  parted  from  her, 
allowed  her  a  feparate  maintenance, 
and  was  now  fettled  on  his  eifate  in 
Ireland.  The  quelfion  therefore 
was,  whether,  under  thefe  circum- 
ilances,  the  plea  of  coverture  was 
to  protedf  the  lady  from  arreff  and 
judgement?  Lord  Mansfield  men¬ 
tioned  the  cafes  where  the  plea  of 
coverture  was  and  was  not  valid.  It 
was  not  valid  where  the  hufband  was 
exiled  by  the  laws  of  his  country, 
becaufe  the  creditors  could  not  pur- 
fue  him  for  the  debt  of  his  wife.  It 
was  not  valid  where,  by  a  difcovery 
of  infidelity  to  his  bed,  they  had 
been  feparated  by  the  laws  of  their 
country.  But  the  prefent  was  a  new 
cafe.  They  were  parted  by  confent. 
The  hufband  was  in  Ireland,  and 
the  lady  refided  in  England  on 
a  feparate  maintenance.  It  was  im- 
polfible  for  the  creditor  in  England, 
by  the  laws  of  that  land,  to  recover 
his  debt  from  the  hufband  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  therefore,  in  equity,  the 
wife  was  confidered  as  a  femme  foie. 
The  caufe  was  decided  againfl  lady 
Lanf  — - ,  with  colls  of  fuit. 

31.  His  majeliy  in  council  was 
pleafed  to  ilfue  his  royal  proclama¬ 
tion  for  difcontinuing  the  bounties 
to  feamen  and  landmen. 

A  deputation  from  the  body  of 
Quebec  merchants,  prefented  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  earl  of  Shelburne. 

Admiral  Pigot,  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majelly’s  fhips  at  Bar- 
badoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  by 
his  letter  to  Mr  Stephens,  dated  at 
Barbadoes  on  the  9th  of  December, 
gives  an  account, 

That  he  arrived  at  that  ifland  on 
o  the 


/ 
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the  21ft  of  November,  with  the 
fquadron  under  his  command,  from 
New  York;  and  that  rear-admiral 
Sir  Richard  Hughes  joined  him,  on 
the  8th  of  December,  with  the  fhips 
under  his  orders,  accompanied  by 
the  Solitaire,  a  French  fhip  of  war 
©f  64  guns,  and  a  fmall  frigate  of 
24,  captured  on  the  6th,  forty 
leagues  to  windward  of  Barbadoes. 

Capt.  Collins,  of  his  majefty’s 
fhip  Ruby,  by  fuperior  failing,  got 
up  with  the  Solitaire  about  twelve 
minutes  pad  one  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  adion  continued  48  minutes, 
when  the  latter  ftruck. 

The  ftate  of  the  national  debt,  as 
it  hood  on  the  3  ill  day  of  January, 
from  authentic  records  in  the  houfe 
of  commons : 

Debt,  funded  and  £.  s .  d. 

unfunded  232,354,127  13  9 
Intereft  —  11,563,164  26 

The  whole  revenues  ol  the  king¬ 
dom  are  only  12,000,279!.  notwith- 
Handing  the  heavy  taxes. 

Died  lately,  in  the  Netherlands, 
one  Martens,  aged  100  years  and  1 1 
months.  His  father  lived  to  the 
age  of  104,  and  his  mother  to  the 
age  of  108  years— At  Bruffels, 
Elizabeth  Deval,  aged  103. —  At 
Godalmin,  in  Surry,  John  Win- 
fliaw,  a  day-labourer,  aged  107 
years.  He  had  been  blind  the  laft 
14  years.— Mrs.  Frank,  of  Ponte- 
frad,  aunt  to  Bacon  Frank,  Efq.  of 
Campfall,  aged  100. — At  North 
K.yme,  in  Lincolnfhire,  William 
Thompfon,  aged  108.  —  At  Warn- 
phray,  Agnes  Carmichael,,  in  the 
113th  year  of  her  age*— At  Edin¬ 
burgh,  John  Rogerfon,  aged  102 
years.— Near  Sevenoaks,  in  Kent, 
dged  103  years,  Mr.  John  Hamil¬ 
ton,  formerly  a  timber-merchant  in 
the  Borough.— -A  few  days  fince 
died  at  Langford,  near  Market- 
Drayton,  Elizabeth  Prefton,  aged 
103. — Mr.  Cei'vetto,  aged  104,  fa- 
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ther  to  the  violencello  performer  of 
that  name.  He  was  diftinguilhed 
among  his  friends  of  the  galleries  by 
the  name  of  Nofey. — In  Black-Friars 
workhoufe,  Mrs.  Ol  d,  a  widow  wo¬ 
man,  aged  above  101  years.— Mrs. 
Huntback,  near  Wolverhampton* 
aged  100. — At  Vilette,  neai'Mantes- 
fur-Seine,  in  France,  Mary  Mag-* 
dalene  Gilbert,  widow,  aged  104 
vears  five  months  and  a  half, 

FEBRUARY. 

Copenhagen ,  Feb*  4.  The  legisla¬ 
ture  of  this  country,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  very  high  price  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  other  necefiaries  of  life, 
which  is  daily  increafing,  have  late¬ 
ly  publifhed  a  fumptuary  law. 

5.  The  king  ordered  letters  pa¬ 
tent  to  be  palled  under  the  great-feat 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  for  creat¬ 
ing  a  fociety  or  brotherhood,  to  be 
called  knights  of  the  illuftrious  or¬ 
der  of  St.  Patrick,  of  which  his  ma- 
jefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  fliall 
perpetually  be  fovereigns,  and  his 
majefiy’s  lieutenant-general  and  ge¬ 
neral  governor  of  Ireland,  &c.  for 
the  time  being,  fhall  officiate  as 
grand-mafters :  and  alfo  for  appoint¬ 
ing  the  following  knights  compa¬ 
nions  of  the  faid  illuftrious  order. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward, 

His  Grace  William  Robert  Duke 
of  Lei  niter* 

Henry  Smyth  Earl  of  Clanrickarde 
Randal  William  Earl  ol  Antrim* 
Thomas  Earl  of  Weftmeath, 
Morrough  Earl  of  Inchiquin, 
Charles  Earl  of  Drogheda, 
George  de  la  Peer  Earl  of  Tyr- 
rone, 

Richard  Earl  of  Shannon, 

|ames  Earl  of  Clan braflen, 
Richard  Earl  of  Mot nington* 
James  Earl  of  Courtown, 

James  Earl  of  Charlemont, 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Earl  of  Bedlive. 

Henry  Earl  of  Ely. 

Chancellor,  Archbijfhop  of  Dublin. 
Regifier,  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s. 
Secretary,  Lord  Delvin 
Uliler,  William  Hawkins,  Efq. 
Ufher,  John  Freemantie,  Elq. 

Sicily,  Feb.  3.  There  was  a  fliock 
of  an  earthquake  at  Meffina,  which 
threw  down  feveral  houfes,  and  on 
the  following  night,  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  after  feven,  a  mod;  furious  fliock 
Unified,  in  fwallowing  up  or  throw¬ 
ing  down  the  remainder  of  the  city, 
and  befides  the  fliock,  a  whirpoo! 
of  fire  iffued  from  the  earth.  From 
the  mofl  authentic  relations,  the  ca¬ 
lamity  was  general,  and  moft  dif- 
trefsful,  on  the  whole  coafl  of  Ca¬ 
labria  Ultra,  extending  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  From 
Tropea  to  Squillace  mofl  of  the 
towns  and  villages  were  either  to¬ 
tally  or  in  part  overthrown,1  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  buried  in 
the  ruins.  Among  the  number  of 
cities,  caftles,  and  towns  deftroyed 
were 


Stinfanacone 

Mefiano 

Briatico 

Mileto 

Formica 

Filogajo 

Sinopoli 

Cafalnuovo 

Bagnara 

Bofarno 

Palma  Citta 


Oppido 

Soriano 

S.  Bruno 

Stillo 

Roccella 

Squillace 

Monteleone 

Pizzo 

Cato  lie 

Girace 


,  Regg;“ 

SeminaraCitta  Cariati 
S  cilia  Citta  lacci  Reale 

S.Georgiocon  lacci  Cattena 
3  altri  feudi  Iflandof  Lipari 
CinqueFronde  1‘fland  of  Strongol 
Paleflina 

The  number  which  have  perifhed  are 
incredible  ;  amongfl  which  are  feve¬ 
ral  perfons  of  diflin&ion.  Many 
volcanoes  are  opened,  and  even  ri¬ 
vers  have  entirely  dilappeared. 


8.  One  of  the  king’s  mefTenger® 
arrived  with  the  ratification  of  the 
preliminary  articles  figned  the  20th 
of  January  lafl,  which  was  exchang¬ 
ed  on  the  3d  inflant,  by  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  of  his  mofl  Chriftian 
majefly. 

A  magazine,  filled  with  more 
than  45,0001b.  of  powder  was  blown 
up  at  three  leagues  from  Bour» 
deaux. 

10.  The  hon.  Charles  James  Fox 
prefented  to  the  hotife  of  commons, 
a  petition  figned  by  feveral  hundred 
inhabitants  of  Weflminfler,  Eating 
that  they  were  aggrieved  by  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  counterfeit  halfpence. 
That  they  had  endeavoured  as  far  at 
lay  in  their  power  to  put  a  ftop  to 
the  fame,  but  found  their  inability 
in  fo  doing— and  therefore  prayed 
the  houfe  to  give  them  fuch  relief  as 
they  in  their  wifdom  fhould  deem 
meet. 

12.  The  lord  chancellor,  in  the 
name  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  addref- 
fed  lord  vifcount  Howe,  and  thank¬ 
ed  him  for  the  important  fervices  he 
had  done  his  king  and  country  in 
the  relieving  Gibraltar. 

14.  A  petition  from  the  county 
of  Devon  for  a  more  equal  rep  re - 
fentation  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  read. 

17.  Mr.  Bifliop,  common  crver 
of  this  city,  attended  by  proper  offi¬ 
cers,  read  at  the  Royal  Exchange 
gate,  and  Cheapfide  conduit,  the 
king’s  proclamation,  declaring  a 
cefiation  of  arms  by  lea  and  land. 

19.  The  houfe  of  peers  prefented 
their  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  ma- 
jefly  for  communicating  to  them  the 
preliminary  articles  of  the  peace. 

An  exprefs  arrived  at  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  from  Portfmouth,  with  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Hydra  frigate,  captain 
Coffin,  being  arrived  there  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  failed  from  Port  Royal  the 
2 2d  of  December  in  company  with 

the 
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the  Ardent,  of  64  guns,  and  the 
Vaughan  floop,  with  a  number  of 
finips  under  convoy,  viz.  33  for 
London,  8  for  Briftol,  9  for  Liver¬ 
pool,  5  for  Glafgow,  1  for  New 
York,  1  for  St.  Auguftine,  and  5 
for  Bayonne,  in  France,  with  pri- 
foners.  On  the  4th  Jan.  48  fail  of 
which  were  clear  of  the  Gulf,  and 
on  the  17th  following  they  met  with 
a  heavy  ^ale  of  wind,  which  fepa- 
rated  the  fleet,  and  on  the  19th 
there  were  only  32  fail  in  company. 
A  few  days  afterwards  the  Ardent 
man  of  war  bore  away  for  Antigua 
with  five  feet  water  in  her  hold. 

An  order  of  council  was  ifTued, 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  fhips  which 
were  taking  in  cargoes  for  America. 

The  men  convidfs  lying  under 
fentence  of  transportation  in  New¬ 
gate,  were  removed  to  the  vcffel  ly¬ 
ing  at  Woolwich  for  their  recep¬ 
tion. 

22,  The  Bank  of  England  gained 

OO 

a  caufe  in  refilling  to  pay  a  bill 
Stolen  from  them,  and  loft  at  a  gam¬ 
ing  table. 

24.  The  two  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Wilmor, 
who  were  appointed  to  revifethe  lift 
of  penfions  granted  to  the  American 
refugees,  made  their  report  to  the 
lords  of  the  Treafury,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  a  faving  of  upwards  of 
20,oool.  per  ann.  will  accrue  to  the 
nation,  by  the  reduction  of  fuch  of 
the  above  penfions  as  they  deemed 
unneceftary  and  unmerited.  Thofe 
gentlemen  who  held  employments 
under  government  in  arrears, were  to 
be  paid  their  falaries  up  to  the  10th 
of  Odiober  laft,  and  then  to  be  con- 
fidered  no  longer  as  fervants  of  the 
crown. 

2c.  A  petition  from  the  county 
of  York,  and  alfo  a  petition  from 
the  city  of  York,  relative  to  a  more 
equal  reprefentation,  were  prefent- 
'to  the  houfe  of  commons.  Be¬ 


fore  it  was  feat  from  York  to  be 
prefented  to  parliament,  it  had 
10,124  names  fubfcribed  to  it,  ex- 
clufive  of  thofe  figned  to  a  duplicate 
in  London. 

Letters  from  Bohemia  advife,  that 
on  Thurfday  the  26th  of  February 
a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  town 
of  Budin. 

26.  The  lord  mayor,  attended 
by  feveral  aldermen,  Iheriffs,  and 
city  officers,  and  a  great  number  of 
th&  common  council,  went  from 
Guildhall  to  St.  James’s,  and  pre¬ 
fented  their  addrefs  to  his  majefty 
on  the  peace. 

28.  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty  in  council  of  the  convicts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  when  the  following  were  or¬ 
dered  for  execution  on  Friday  next, 
viz  John  Merchant,  John  Kelly, 
and  James  Smith. 

The  following  were  refpited  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  pleafure,  viz.  Wil¬ 
liam  Phillimore,  Sarah  Pond,  Anne 
Pandall,  Mary  Dymoch,  John  Har¬ 
ris,  Anne  Dean,  and  Robert  Moore. 

The  county  of  Middlefex  pre¬ 
fented  an  addrefs  on  the  peace  to 
his  majefty. 

Died  Margaret  Melvill,  wife  of 
Robert  Forbes,  brewer,  at  Kettle, 
in  Fifefhire,  on  the  24th,  aged  1 
She  was  married  at  35,  and  had  one 
fon  and  five  daughters ;  the  eldeft 
is  now  aged  77  years.  She  had  17 
grand  children,  and  37  great  grand 
children ;  file  renewed  her  teeth 
about  the  locdth  year  of  her  age, 
never  bad  a  head-ach  or  pain  in  her 
life,  and  walked,  faw,  and  heard 
till  the  day  before  her  death.  —  At 
Fulham,  aged  ici,  Mr.  Wrench, 
gardener.  It  is  remarkable  that  be 
died  in  the  fame  houfe  and  room  in 
which  he  was  born,  and  had  by 
two  wives  32  children.  —  At  Dar¬ 
lington,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
John  Nicholls,  a  labouring  man, 

aged 
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'  aged  107'  years.—- Lately,  in  the 
hofpital  of  the  right  hon.  lady  Ca¬ 
therine  Levefon,  at  Temple  Balfall, 
Warwickshire,  widow  Bolton,  aged 
109  years. 

MARC  H. 

T.  An  addrefs  was  preferred  his 
majeffy  from  the  city  of  Canterbury 
on  the  peace. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  fix  convicts  received 
Judgment  of  deaths  eighteen  were 
fentenced  to  be  tranfported  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  eighteen  to  be  kept  to  hard 
labour  in  the  houfe  of  correction,  fe- 
veral  of  whom  were  ordered  to  be 
whipped,  feven  to  be  imprifoned  in 
Newgate,  four  to  be  privately  whip¬ 
ped,  and  24  difcharged  by  procla¬ 
mation. 

Dublin ,  Mar  h  1. 

In  the  Affembly  of  the  Delegates  of 
thirty-four  different  Corps  of  Vo¬ 
lunteers  of  the  Province  of  Lein- 
ller,  at  the  Exchange, 

Refolved  unanimoully, 

That  the  virtuous  citizens  of  Ge¬ 
neva,  who  wifh  fol*  an  afylum  in 
this  kingdom  from  the  hand  of  ty¬ 
ranny  and  oppreiffon;  deferve  our 
utmoft  approbation,  and  fuch  of 
them  as  effablifh  themfelves  amongft 
ns  jfhall  upon  every  occalion  receive 
our  utmoft  attention  and  fupport. 

The  eommiffioners  appointed  for 
receiving  fubfcriptions  for  the  bank 
of  Ireland;  received  the  fum  of 
6oo,oooh  in  government  fecurities, 
and  lodged  the  fame  in  his  rnajefty’s 
Treafury,  being  the  original  flock 
or  capital  of  this  Bank. 

3.  A  general  order  was  fentto  the 
lord  lieutenants  of  the  counties  in 
England  for  difbanding  the  militia. 

Came  on  a  fecond  time  to  be  tried 
before  the  earl  of  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury  of  merchants,  a  caufe 
wherein  Mr.  John  Carviek,  of  Bank- 


ftreet,  was  plaintiff,  and  Mr,  Abra¬ 
ham  Vickery,  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  defendant.  The  aCtion  was 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  of  a 
bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  Mr. 
John  Maydwell  the  elder,  and  Mr. 
John  Maydwell  the  younger,  payC 
able  to  tneir  own  order,  directed  to, 
and  accepted  of,  by  the  faid  Mr. 
Vickery,  which  bill  had  originally 
been  obtained  by  one  Nixon,  with¬ 
out  a  valuable  confideration,  and 
only  indorfed  by  John  Maydwell 
the  younger,  one  off  the  drawers : 
the  queflion  therefore  to  he  deter¬ 
mined  was,  whether  the  bill  in  that 
ffate  was  negociable  ?  when  the  jury 
were  clearly  of  opinion  the  plaintiff 
ought  not  to  recover,  the  bill,  with 
only  one  indorfement,  not  being 
negociable;  which  opinion  the  judge 
immediately  entered  in  his  book  and 
read  to  the  jury.  By  this  important 
decilion  it  is  fettled,  that  where  two 
perfons  not  in  partnerfhip  draw  a 
bill  of  exchange,  they  muff  both 
indorfe  it  before  they  can  negociate 
the  fame. 

4.  A  petition  was  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  from  the  city 
of  Gloucefter;  complaining  of  the 
prefent  circulation  of  counterfeit 
copper. 

Another  petition  was  prefented 
from  the  electors  of  the  ancient  town 
and  borough  of  Southwark,  which 
fet  forth  the  prefent  difproportioned 
and  inadequate  reprefentation  of  the 
commons,  and  the  unconffitutional 
duration  of  parliaments. 

5.  Palled  the  great-feal  a  grant 
to  the  right  hon.  lord  Thurlow,  of 
an  annuity  of  zbScl.  per  annunix 

Was  decided  at  Guildhall,  before 
lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury, 
a  caufe  wherein  merchants  and  un¬ 
derwriters  are  materially  intereffed. 
The  cafe  was,  feveral  fhips  were 
left  behind  at  Jamaica,  through  a 
miffake,  by  the  unfortunate  convoy 

which 
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which  fuffered  fo  feverely  in  Sep¬ 
tember  laft;  the  Glorieux,  of  74 
guns,  was  alfo  left  behind,  and  the 
flaps  at  the  ifland  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  the  Glorieux’s  failing,  to 
follow  the  fleet,  which  they  joined, 
before  they  got  through  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  where  the  mailers  of  the 
merchant  veffels  went  immediately 
on  board  the  admiral’s  fhip,  to  get 
failing  orders,  which  they  had  not 
before  received.  In  the  florm  which 
afterwards  happened  many  of  thefe 
fnips  were  loll,  and  others  taken, 
which  the  underwriters  refufed  to 
pay  for,  the  policies  being  warrant¬ 
ed  to  fail  from  Jamaica  with  con¬ 
voy,  which  they  alledged  was  not 
done,  as  the  Glorieux  was  a  chance 
fhip,  and  not  regularly  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  admiral  on 
that  flation  ;  and  though  this  fhip, 
when  joined,  conflituted  part  of  the 
convoy,  yet  the  jury  gave  a  verdidt 
in  favour  of  the  underwriters,  agree¬ 
ing,  that  joining  a  fleet  at  fea,  and 
then  receiving  failing*  inflrudtions, 
was  a  deviation  from  the  policy 
warranted  with  convoy,  let  the 
junction  bp  made  under  any  circum- 
flances  whatever. 

7.  The  following  malefactors  were 
carried  in  a  cart  from  Newgate,  and 
executed  at  Tyburn,  viz.  John 
Merchant,  James  Smith,  and  John 
Nelly. 

Ended  Winchefleraffizes,  at  which 
21  prifoqers  received  fentence  of 
death. 

A  petition  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Cornwall ;  and  alfo 

A  petition  from  the  borough  of 
Penryn,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
for  a  more  equgl  reprefentation  in 
parliament,  were  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

8.  The  ports  of  Dover  and  Ca¬ 
lais  were  opened  for  paffengers  to 
gad  Rom  Gr^at  Britain  and  France, 
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to.  A  petition  from  the  free¬ 
holders  of  the  county  of  Surry  5 
alfo 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Scarborough;  and  alfo 

A  petition  from  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Nottingham,  were  fe- 
verally  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  complaining  of  the  pre- 
fent  inadequate  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament. 

1  2.  A  court  of  aldermen  was  held 
at  Guildhall,  when  James  Sander? 
fon,  Efq.  was  eledted  alderman  of 
the  ward  of  Bridge  within,  in  the 
room  of  Thomas  Woolrid<re. 

Two  petitions  from  the  gentlemen 
of  the  county  of  Flint  were  prefent¬ 
ed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the 
unequal  reprefentation. 

13,  The  Weft  India  merchants 
prefented  an  addrefs  on  the  peace  to 
his  majefiy. 

An  exprefs  arrived  in  town  from 
Portfmouth,  with  an  account  of  the 
crews  of  the  Speedy  and  Marquis  de 
Seignally  Hoops  of  war  (which  were 
appointed  to  convoy  the  outward- 
bound  fleets  to  the  Weft-Indies) 
having  mutinied,  and  refufed  to 
proceed  on  that  voyage. 

At  the  affizes  held  at  Cambridge, 
before  Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  George 
Mean  was  tried  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  George  Cooper,  and  condemn¬ 
ed  to  be  hanged 

A  letter  from  Liverpool,  dated 
March  13,  after  mentioning  the  lofs 
qf  the  Count  Belgioiofo  Eafl  India- 
man  off  Dublin  Bay,  adds,  all  on 
board  perifned  (147  perfons.)  She 
was  one  of  the  richeft  fhips  ever 
failed  from  Liverpool,  not  lefs  in 
value  than  1 30,000  dollars  on  board, 
betides  a  great  value  in  ginfeng, 
bale  goods,  and  300  tons  of  lead; 
and  as  a  great  part  of  the  cargo  was 
very  weighty,  little  was  expedtedto 
be  fifhed  up. 

14.  Twenty  five  public  and  pq- 
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vate  bills  received  the  royal  affent 
by  com  mi dion. 

By  late  general  returns  of  muf- 
ters  from  New  York,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  killed  in  the  Britifh 
fervice  amounts  to  43,633  men 
rank  and  file,  exclufive  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  which  fell  in  the  field,  or  loft 
their  lives  either  naturally  or  acci¬ 
dentally. 

Congrefs  and  the  ftate  of  Ver¬ 
mont  have  had  a  ferious  conteft. 
Congrefs  for  a  time  refuted  to  ad¬ 
mit  a  delegate  from  the  fourteenth 
ftate,  but  were  at  length  compelled 
to  fubmit. 

The  American  congrefs  have  de¬ 
clared  prefbyterianifm  the  eftablifh- 
ed  religion  of  the  United  States,  but 
with  toleration  to  all  other  reli¬ 
gions. 

In  Scotland  there  was  fuch  a 
dearth  of  fodder,  as  reduced  them 
to  the  neceftity  of  tty  mg  every  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  fupport  of  their  cat¬ 
tle  ;  and  in  their  difcrefs  the  branches 
of  firs  were  found  a  good  fubftitute. 

Lord  Howefet  oft' for  Portfmouth 
in  confequence  of  frefh  irregulari¬ 
ties  having  prevailed  among  the 
feamen. 

Dover,  March  15.  This  day  came 
to  this  place  in  their  way  to  France, 
Gen  Melvill  and  Mr-  Young,  de¬ 
puties  on  the  part  of  the  Britilli  pro¬ 
prietors  of  eftates  in  Tobago,  in  or¬ 
der  to  folicit,  and,  if  poflible,  ob¬ 
tain  fome  conceffions  from  the  court 
of  Verfailles  for  that  ifiand,  ceded 
by  one  of  the  provifional  articles  of 
peace,  without  any  ftipulation  what¬ 
ever  in  favour  of  the  perfons  imme¬ 
diately  concerned. 

17.  The  affixes  for  the  county  of 
Devon  began  this  day  at  Exeter, 
when  nolefsthan  86  prifoners  were 
tried,  moftly  for  capital  offences. 

The  Knights  of  St.  Patrick  were 
inftalled  in  Dublin.  See  State  Pa¬ 
pers, 


A  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  from  Chipping 
Wycombe,  complaining  of  the  coun¬ 
terfeit  copper  coin. 

18.  Were  prefented  add  re  fies  to 
his  majefty  from  the  lord  provoft, 
&c.  of  Edinburph  and  Kingfton- 
upon-Hull,  exprefiing  their  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  reftoration  of 
peace. 

At  Leicefter  aftizes  William  Auf- 
tin  and  John  King  were  convidled. 

Was  a  total  and  vihble  eclipfe  of 
the  moon  It  began  at  3  1  minutes 
pa  ft  7  o’clock,  and  ended  14  minutes 
pa  ft  :  1  o'clock 

19.  Advices  were  received  at  the 
Xndia-houfe,  by  a  letter  arrived  over 
land,  via  Bombay,  of  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  having  had  two  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  French  ;  one  on  the 

th  of  July  laft,  in  which  he  had  77 
killed  and  233  wounded;  amongft 
the  former  was  his  captam  Maclair- 
an.  The  other  engagement  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  both  which  (though  un- 
deciftve)  Sir  Edward  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage.  That  afterwards  the  French 
failed  tor  Trincomale,  which  they 
took,  in  confequence  of  their  find¬ 
ing  it  in  a  defencelefs  ftate ;  that  Sir 
Edward  had  followed  them  and 
blocked  them  up  in  that  bay,  in 
which  ftate  they  remained  when  the 
advices  came  away, 

2  1 .  A  petition  was  prefented  from 
Portfmouth  to  his  majefty,  on  the 
abufes  pradfifedat  the  Vidtualling- 
Office. 

The  fame  day  the  Quakers  pre¬ 
fented  their  addrefs  on  the  peace  to 
his  majefty. 

This  day  the  mutiny  bill— The 
Weft  India  trade  hill -The  Gib¬ 
raltar  head-money  bill  —The  Scotch 
bankrupt  bill— Mr.  Whitehill’s  bill 
— The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  in  the 
dying  trade — The  Maidenhead  road 
bill  The  Lawton  road  bill — The 
Nevvcaftle  inclofure  bill— And  Mr, 

Piftard^ 
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Piffard’s  naturalization  bill  received 
the  royal  aiTent  by  commiffion. 

Guemjey ,  March  24.  A  moll  dar¬ 
ing  mutiny  broke  out  in  the  104th 
regiment,  quartered  in  Fort  George 
in  this  ifland. 

25.  The  affizes  ended  at  King- 
flon,  when  the  following  convidts 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz,  Jo- 
leph  Cox,  Stephen  Broadflreet, 
Griffith  Jones,  William  Stuckley, 
John  Hill,  James  Garrott,  and  B. 
Heaviring. 

26.  An  inhabitant  of  Clerken- 
well  fired  at  an  eagle  in  a  field 
at  Battle-Bridge,  and  though  his 
gun  burfl,  by  which  accident  part 
of  two  of  his  fingers  were  torn 
away,  the  bird  was  brought  to  the 
ground,  being  wounded  in  the 
wing. 

In  the  morning,  about  two  o’clock, 
a  terrible  fire  broke  out  at  the  Bell 
and  Griffin  alehoufe,  on  Rother- 
hithe  Wall,  which  burnt  that  and 
feveral  others  to  the  ground. 

About  twelve  o’clock,  James  Seal 
and  William  Harding  were  carried 
from  the  New  Jail  in  the  Borough, 
and  executed  on  Kennington  Com¬ 
mon. 

27.  This  evening  the  late  arch* 
blffiop  of  Canterbury  was  buried  at 
Lambeth,  when  a  coffin  found  in 
the  grave  where  he  is  interred  proves, 
by  the  infcription,  to  be  one  of  the 
bifhops  of  Ely,  who  lived  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Mary,  and  died  in 
that  of  queen  Elizabeth.  The 
date  of  the  coffin  plate  is  1570, 
which  makes  it  213  years  fince  his 
interment ;  the  body  and  cloaths 
were  perfedby  found ;  the  corpfe 
had  a  hat  under  one  arm,  and  a  cap 
on  the  head. 

28.  Another  terrible  earthquake 
in  Italy,  which  deflroyed  the  re¬ 
mains  of  Medina,  &c. 

At  Gloucefier  affizes  a  pig  dro¬ 
ver,  charged  with  murder,  was 


found  guilty,  and  received  fentence 
of  death. 

In  Lincolnfhire  they  had  fo  much 
rain  and  fnow  that  the  fens  were  all 
covered  with  water  for  many  miles 
round ;  the  lower  part  of  the  houfes 
were  overwhelmed  with  water,  and 
the  inhabitants  lived  up  flairs,  and 
had  a  boat  fafiened  to  their  win¬ 
dows,  by  which  they  went  from 
houfe  to  houfe. 

Great  damages  have  been  fuf- 
tained  within  thefe  few  weeks  in 
France  by  inundations,  particularly 
by  the  overflowing  of  the  Rhone, 
the  Loire,  Seine,  &c. 

31.  The  affizes  ended  at  War- 
wick,  when  the  following  perfons 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz. 
James  Knight,  Jofeph  Knight, 
Mofes  Whitehoufe,  Walter  Bake- 
well,  William  Randle,  and  John 
Hewitt.  James  Smith,  alias  James 
Bromwich,  was  ordered  for  tranf- 
portation,  as  were  David  Williams^ 
John  Horne,  and  John  Holte. 

At  the  fame  affizes,  John  Clay, 
was  convi&ed  of  the  wilful  murder 
of  his  apprentice,  Anne  Hands,  by 
beating  and  flarving. 

3 1 .  A  Scotchman  was  alive  in  the 
country  of  Antrim,  in  Ireland,  who 
was  prefled  into  the  fea  fervice  in 
1688,  and  was  on  board  the  ffiipf 
which  broke  the  boom  at  the  fiege 
of  Londonderry.  His  age  is  1  20 
years,  and  he  retains  the  perfect  ufc 
of  all  his  faculties. 

Died.  At  Prefton,  Mr.  Thomas 
Poxton,  aged  108.  —  At  Shrewf- 
bury,  Mr.  Roger  Yeomans,  painter 
and  undertaker.  He  was  fuppofed 
to  be  one  of,  the  largeft  men  in  Eng¬ 
land,  weighing  near  forty  flone. 
His  coffin  meafured  fix  feet  and  a 
half  in  length,  three  feet  three 
inches  over,  and  two  feet  four  inches 
in  depth.  Mr.  Yeomans  was  in  the 
39th  year  of  his  age,  and  till  very 
latelv  was  asadtive  as  molt  men. 

APRIL 
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APRIL. 

i .  The  dead  warrant  came  down 
to  the  New  Goal,  Southwark,  for 
the  execution  of  the  following  con¬ 
victs,  at  Kennington  Common,  viz. 
T.  Cox,  Stephen  Broaddreet>Griffith 
Jones,  and  W.  Stuckley. 

An  account  of  the  receipt  and 
diihurfements  of  Black  Friars  Bridge, 
from  Lady-day,  17B2,  to  Lady- 
day,  1783,  as  delivered  in  on  Fri¬ 
day  at  Guildhall. 

Cadi  paid  at  Guild-  /.  s.  d. 

hall  60^3  1  6 

Bad  copper  889  3  6 

Bad  filver  45  10  6 

Wages  823  18  o 

Gratuities  262  17  6 

)>>— in  nmm  1 1.  W  Msanaat 

Nett  receipt  8074  1 1  o 

An  account  was  received  from 
Tulles  in  the  Limofin,  in  France, 
that  a  moil  dreadful  and  aftonifhing 
accident  happened  to  the  callle  of 
Montaignac, about  three  leagues  from 
that  town.  At  eleven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  17th  of  March,  there  fell 
a  violent  rain,  accompanied  by  a 
moil  impetuous  wind,  and  followed 
by  a  fingle  but  mod  terrible  clap  of 
thunder  which  Struck  the  cadle, 
which  is  of  coniiderable  extent,  in 
almod  every  part.  The  walls  of 
this  ancient  edifice,  remarkable  for 
their  folidity,  and  for  being  from 
eight  to  nine  feet  thick,  were  in 
fome  places  thrown  down,  and  lean 
in  others.  In  fhort,  the  whole  caf- 
tle  appears  a  heap  of  ruins. 

By  another  account  we  learn  that 
part  of  a  very  high  mountain  tum¬ 
bled  down,  and  Hopped  up  the  river 
Ardes,  till  five  o’clock  the  next  day, 
lb  as  not  to  fuller  the  lead  drop  to 
pafs  through.  Gn  the  part  fallen 
unfortunately  dood  a  mill  cotnpofed 
of  two  buildings,  which  was  fwal- 
j  lowed  up. 

Some  letters  arrived  in  town. 


give  the  following  account  of  the 
lofs  of  the  Grofvenor  Ead  Indiaman, 
viz*,  that  the  {hip  was  driven  on 
{bore  near  the  river  St.  ChridopheFs, 
on  the  African  coad,  about  40 
leagues  to  the  eadward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  on  or  about  the  10th 
of  Oftober;  and  on  the  1  xth  of  De¬ 
cember  lad,  four  of  her  crew  arrived 
at  Mofelle  Bay,  and  gave  an  account 
to  the  council  of  the  Dutch  Ead  In¬ 
dia  company,  that  thg  Cadres  had 
come  down  upon  the  people,  car¬ 
ried  off  the  female  paiTengers,  and 
had  killed  feveral  of  the  men  who 
attempted  to  proteff  them. 

2.  This  day  there  was  a  general 
change  of  the  minidry. 

Extract  of  a  letter  received  from 
Ve?iice.  In  the  night  of  April  1  ith, 
by  the  mod  violent  hurricane  in  the 
memory  of  the  olded  man  living, 
the  fea  rofe  fo  very  high,  as  to  over¬ 
flow  the  whole  city.  Several  boats 
moored  in  fight  of  St.  Mark’s -Square, 
were  driven  by  the  force  of  the  wind 
on  the  quay  called  the  Efelavons. 
It  is  hitherto  impoffible  to  afeertain 
the  damage  occalioned  by  the  hurri¬ 
cane  in  the  neighbouring  ifiands 3 
but  if  wTe  may  judge  from  what  we 
have  Suffered  here,  it  mud  have 
been  very  considerable. 

Charlefovony  via  St,  Auguftinc , 

On  the  14th  of  April,  this 
town  was  evacuated  by  the  Bri- 
tifh,  and  pofieded  by  the  Americans. 

By  letters  from  Kingdon  in  Ja¬ 
maica  we  find  the  fleet  left  Charles¬ 
town  bar  on  be  iSthofApril,  confid¬ 
ing  of  more  than  :  30  fail,  great  and 
Small,  part  of  which  having  on  board 
loyalifls  and  their  negroes,  was  con- 
duffed  to  St.  Augudine  by  the  con¬ 
voy  which  arrived  at  Kingdon;  part 
Went  to  New  York  with  his  majedy’s 
Ships  Afiuranee,  of  44  guns,  Belli- 
farius  20,  and  Carolina  16,  having 
on  board  troops  and  inhabitants ; 
many  families  of  th$  firff  didinffioa 
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in  Carolina  went  to  England  in  a 

•  - 

fmall  divifion  ot  the  fieet,  under  the 
protection  of  his  majefiy’s  Blip  Ada¬ 
mant -of  50  guns;  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  fleet  feparated  for  St.  Lu¬ 
cia,  having  on  board  the  troops  and 
loyalifts,  conducted  by  his  majefty’s 
illip  Narcifi'us  of  20  guns. 

About  1600  veteran  troops,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  brigadier:  gene¬ 
ral  Stewart,  upwards  of  400  white 
families,  many  of  them  of  confider- 
able  property,  and  about  4500  Haves, 
arrived  in  the  fleer. 

On  the  third  of  January,  that 
part  of  the  fleet  bound  to  Kingiton 
fell  in  with  a  French  American  con¬ 
voy,  con  lifting  of  17  fail,  efcorted 
by  a  64  gun  (hip,  armed  en  flute, 
and  a  frigate  from  Cape  Francois, 
15  of  which  were  bound  to  Bolton, 
and  two  to  Old  France.  His  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fliip  Endymion,  of  44  guns, 
and  Magicienne,  of  40,  then  in 
company,  were,  by  fignal,  inflant- 
ly  ordered  to  chafe  the  enemy,  while 
the  fleet  lay  to,  waiting  the  event. 
Nexgday  the  former  (hip  joined  her 
convoy,  with  the  Celerite,  a  French 
merchantman,  having  a  cargo  of 
rum,  fugar,  indigo,  and  cotton,  va¬ 
lued  at  20, cool,  fteriing ;  and  it  was 
reported  that  the  Magicienne  brought 
the  French  frigate  to  clofe  aftion, 
and  foon  carried  her;  but  immedi¬ 
ately  being  attacked  by  the  64,  arm¬ 
ed  en  flute,  all  her  malts  were  lhot 
by  the  board  at  the  fecond  broad  fide, 
and  the  appeared  to  be  a  mere  wreck, 
lying  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

10.  A  petition  from  Portfmouth, 
for  a  more  equal  reprefentation,  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Paris ,  Jpril  10.  Dr.  Franklin, 
minifter  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  had  the  honour  of  pre¬ 
ferring  to  the  king  a  medal,  ltruck 
here  by  order  of  the  commiffioners 
of  the  congrefs,  on  occafion  of  the 
independence  of  their  countrv,  This 


medal  will  fanfmit  to  the  remotell 
ages  the  epoch  of  one  o!  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  revolutions  in  the  hiflory 
of  mankind. 

Ludlow,  Jpril  12.  A  body  of 
colliers,  from  the  Clay  Hills,  un¬ 
expectedly  hurried  into  town,  and 
demolifhed  the  infide  of  feveral  flour 
mills,  throwing  the  meal  into  the 
river,  before  the  magi  ft  rates  could 
aflemble  and  read  the  riot  aft. 

Dublin ,  Jpril  33.  The  privy 
council  fat  upon,  the  eflablifliment 
of  the  Genevefe  emigrants,  whole 
names  and  numbers  being  given  in, 
the  fettlement  of  their  afvlum  was 
then  determined  upon  to  be  at 
Paflage,  next  the  confluence  of  the? 
rivers  Barrow  and  Suir,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Waterford.  A  very  confider  - 
able  trad:  of  land  in  that  diftrict 
fliortlvretradb  to  government,  which 
it  is  intended  fliould  be  appropriated 
and  granted  in  fee  to  the  Genevefe. 

18,  The  bill  to  repeal  fo  much 
of  two  acts  made  in  the  16th  and 
17  th  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefect 
majefty,  as  prohibits  trade  and  inter- 
courfe  with  the  United  States  of  A  me- 
rica  — the  bill  for  preventing  and  re¬ 
moving  all  doubts  which  have  arifen, 
or  might  ante,  concerning  the  ex* 
cluiive  rights  of  the  parliament  and 
courts  of  Ireland,  in  matters  of  le¬ 
gitimation  and  judicature,  &c.  —  the 
mutiny  bill,  the  indemnity  bill,  the 
bill  for  allowing  further  time  forun? 
altering  the  deeds  and  wills  of  Pa- 
pifts,  Ac. -the  linen  bounty  bill-r— 
the  Trent  and  Merfey  navigation 
bill — the  Lechlade  canal  bjll  —  the 
bill  relative  to  the  city  hofpitals — 
and  twenty- four  other  public  and 
rivate  bills  received  the  royal  aflenf 
y  virtue  of  a  com  million  under  th§ 
great-feal  fqr  that  purpofe. 

About  2000  feainen  aflembled  on 
Tower-hill,  apd  proceeded  in  a  de-? 
tached  bodv  to  the  Admiralty,  tq 
infill  on  an  explicit  anfwer  from  the 
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board,  when  their  arrears  of  wages 
and  prize- money  fhould  he  cleared 
off.  No  proper  anfvver  being  given, 
they  proceeded  to  St. James’s  palace, 
to  harangue  the  king  on  the  occa- 
fion  ;  but  the  leading  avenues  to  the 
palace  being  either  guarded  or  (hut, 
prevented  the  tumult  which  might 
have  enfued,  and  they  peaceably  dif- 
perfed. 

Report  of  the  State  of  the  City  Hoff  - 
tals  nvas  read  before  the  Go  vernors , 
April  20 

ChrljVs  HofpitaL 
Children  put  forth  appren¬ 
tices,  and  difeharged  out  of 
this  hofpital  la  ft  year,  10 
whereof  were  inftrudted  in 
the  mathematics  and  navi¬ 


gation  183 

Buried  the  laid  year  4 

Remaining  in  this  hofpital  1207 
St.  Bartholomews. 

Cured  and  difeharged  from 
this  hofpital  5829 

Out-patients  relieved  with  ad¬ 
vice  and  medicines  6098 

Buried  this  year  140 

Remaining  under  cure,  in-pa¬ 
tients  42  r 

Out-patients  1 2  1 


In  all,  including  out-patients  10609 


St.  Thomas* s  Hofpital . 

Cured  and  difeharged  from 

this  hofpital  3241 

Out-patients  relieved  4610 

Buried  this  year  292 

Remaining  under  cure,  in-pa¬ 
tients  461 

Out-  patients  233 


Total,  including  out-patients  8867 

Bridewell  Hofpital . 
Admitted  into  this  hofpital  659 

Maintained  in  feveral  trades, 

&c.  42 

Bethlcm  Hofpital. 

Admitted  into  this  hofpital  207 

Cured  178 


Buried  13 

Remaining  under  cure  264 

Paris ,  April  24.  By  a  (loop  of 
war  lately  arrived  at  l’Orient,  go¬ 
vernment  has  received  difpatches 
from  the'  Ealf- Indies,  dated  the  i^tk 
of  November.  The  contents  of  thefe 
difpatches  are  of  a  very  unpleahng 
nature.  The  famine  which  rages  at 
Madras  is  dreadful  indeed,  as  it  car¬ 
ries  off  weekly  1400  in  that  city, 
and  the  adjacent  diftridts;  but  this 
calamity  is  not  confined  to  the  Eng  - 
lifh  fetrlements,  it  has  reached  the 
French  army,  and  the  dominions  of 
Hyder  Ali  Khan;  its  ravages  were: 
fo  great  among  our  forces,  that 
Motif,  d ’Offal is,  who  fucceeded  to 
the  command  on  the  death  of  Monf. 
Duchemin,  found  it  impoffible  to 
maintain  his  poll  near  Madras,  and 
fell  back  three  days  march  from  his 
former  ftation  near  the  town.  The 
fupplies  which  tiled  to  be  lent  to  our 
army  from  Hyder’s  dominions,  have 
greatly  fallen  lhort,  and  that  prince 
is  fcarcely  able  to  fublift  his  army  : 
the  Carnatic  is  fo  ravaged,  that  it 
can  furnifti  him  no  fubfillence,  and: 
he  can  draw  very  fparingly  from 
home,  for  there  tfye  famine  rages 
with  infinitely  more  fury  than  at. 
Madras,  lor,  by  computation,  1200 
of  his  lubjedts  are  daily  carried  offby 
it.  This  has  laved  Madras,  which,,, 
weakened  by  famine,  muft  necef- 
farily  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  it* ‘ 
the  famine  had  not  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  our  army.  Hyder  AJi  can¬ 
not  recruit  his  army  with  the  num¬ 
bers  he  expedited,  as  men  begin  to 
be  as  fcarce  as  provilions  in  his  once, 
molt  populous  provinces.  While 
the  Carnatic  is  thus  famifhed,  the 
utmoft  plenty  reigns  in  Bengal,, 
where  the  lalt  crops  were  as  plentiful 
as  could  have  been  wifhed  for;  fo 
that  there  is  a  redundancy  of  rice 
in  that  kingdom,  fuflicient  to  fup- 
ply  the  wants  of  the  Carnatic  ;  butt 

what 
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what  with  the  fuperiority  of  our 
fleet,  and  the  florins  that  have  raged 
of  late,  the  unfortunate  Carnatic  de¬ 
rive  little  or  no  benefit  from  the 
plenty  in  Bengal  About  a  month 
be  tore  the  lloop  of  war  left  the  Eaft 
Indies,  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  laden 
with  provifions,  appeared  off  Ma¬ 
dras,  but  was  difperfed  by  a  dread¬ 
ful  florin,  in  which  moft  of  the  .{flips 
were  loll,  and  with  them  an  innnenfe 
quantity  of  rice,  which  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  of  Bengal  was  fending 
to  Madras,  Jt  was  .computed,  when 
the  difpatches  came  away,  upwards 
of  3  00, r  00  perfons  had  perifhed  by 
famine  in  the  Englifh  territories,  and 
thofe  of  Hyder-Ali  Khan  ;  fo  that 
if  this  Icourge  fhould  rage  for  any 
length  of  time,  as  dreadful  cpnfe- 
quences  may  be  apprehended  from 
it,  as  were  produced  by  the  famine 
in  Bengal  fume  years  ago,  which 
carried  off  two  millions  of  people. 

;2o.  This  day  began  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  at  the  Royal  Society’s  Rooms 
Somerfet-Place. 

q  1 .  The  fefiions  began  at  the  Old 

Bailey. 

April  18,  died  at  St.  Giles’s 
workkoufe,  Grace  Clements,  aged 
103.  She  retained  her  fenfes  to  the 
lafl  moment. — In  the  parifh  of  Alva, 
near  Bamff,  in  Scotland,  James 
Smith,  a  farmer  at  that  place,  aged 
iq6;  he  has  left  4  children,  17 
grand-children,  and  16  great-grand¬ 
children. 

m  a  y. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rome . 

The  famous  father  Beniflowiki, the 
ex-  Jefuit,  having  concluded  the  bu- 
imels  which  he  was  charged  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  with  his  holinefs,  in  the 
name  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia, 
namely,  the  reviving  of  the  lately 
dilToived  order  of  Jefuits,  in  the  do¬ 
minions  of  her  majefly,  fet  out  for 


(1.9) 

Warfaw,  to  be  eonfecrated  a 
bifhop,  by  Monfignore  A^rchetti,  hi§ 
holinefs’s  nuncio  to  the  court  of  Po¬ 
land,  whence  be  is  to  repair  to  Pe- 
terfbuigh,  where  the  ceremony  of 
confecration  is  to  be  performed  in 
the  prefence  of  her  imperial  majefly, 
who  exprejled  a  curioiity  to  fee  the 
ceremony. 

2,  Letters  received  from  Sicily, 
dated  the  7th  of  April,  give  an  ac* 
count  of  another  fevere  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  there  on  the.  28th  of 
March,  which  has  in  many  places 
defligyed  the  remaining  hordes,  and 
about  290  inhabitants.  The  un¬ 
fortunate  furvivors  have  loft  their 
all,  and  expe.61  their  lives  will  fol¬ 
low.  The  earth  had  been  more  or 
lefs  agitated  every  day  for  fix  weeks 
before,  and  there  was  an  appearance 
as  if  the  whole  ifland  would  jn  the 
end  be  deftroyed. 

The  Kingfton  Gazette,  received 
May  2d,  contains  the  following  arr 
title  : 

Sunday  the  2d  of  March,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fhip  Refiftgnce,  James  Kim? 
Efq.  commander,  coming  through. 
Turk’s  Ifland  paftage,  with  the  Du 
Guay  Troth  n  in.  company,  difeo- 
vered  two  fhips  at  anchor,  which 
cut  their  cables,  got  under  way,  and 
flood  to  the  fouthward.  The  Re¬ 
finance  immediately  gave  chace  to 
the  fternmoft  fliip,  of  20  guns, 
which  Joft  her  main- top- maft,  by 
carrying  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  then 
hauled  her  wind.  The  Reiilfance 
prefe^tly  came  up  with  her,  gave 
]her  a  dofe  from  her  upper- deckers, 
and  flood  after  the  other  fliip  of  28 
guns,  which  floon  after  began  to  fire 
her  flern  chaces,  and  continued  fo 
doina  for  about  15  minutes,  when 
the  Reft  flu  nee  running  along  fide  to 
leeward,  fhe  ftruck  the  white  rag, 
after  difeharging  her  broadflde,  and 
poflefTion  was  taken  of  the  French 
king’s  frigate  La  Coquette,  pierced 
(P  z)  fax 
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for  2B  puns,  five  of  which  had  been 
left  a fh ore  at  Turk’s  I  (land,  and  car¬ 
rying  200  men,  commanded  by  the 
marquis  de  Grade,  a  nephew  to  the 
celebrated  count  de  Grade*’ — The 
Refiftance  uncharged  only  a  few 
suns,  and  had  two  of  her  officers 
wounded  by  the  Frenchman’s  fire.™ 
La  Coquette  and  her  con  fort,  were 
two  tranfports,  failed  from  the  Cape 
about  three  weeks  before,  with 
troops  on  hoard,,  bound  on  an  ex¬ 
pedition  again  ft  Turk’s  Ifland,  which 
they  reduced  and  fortified,  leaving 
a  garrifon  of  530  men  in  the  place, 
A  day  or  two  after  the  capture  of 
La  Coquette,  the  Refiftance  fell  in 
with  his  majefty’s  frigates  Albemarle 
and  Tartar,  and  the  Drake  and  Bar¬ 
rington  armed  veil'd  s,  when  it  was 
refolved  an  attempt  fhould  be  made 
to  retake  the  ifland  ;  for  which  pur- 
pole  250  men  were  landed,  under 
the  command  of  capt.  Dixon,  of  the 
Drake  ;  and  the  two  brigs  were  fta~ 
Boned  oppolite  the  town,  to  cover 
the  difembarkation,  and  to  diflodge 
the  enemy  from  the  houfes ;  but  a 
battery  of  four  24  pounders,  and 
ftve  6  pounders,  being  unexpected¬ 
ly  opened  againft  them,  they  were 
compelled  to  retire  :  the  Drake  hav¬ 
ing  feven  men  wounded,  and  the 
Barrington  two.  Capt.  Dixon,  at 
fame  time,  finding  it  impoffible  to 
diflodge  the  enemy,  who  were  ad- 
vantagcoufly  polled  behind  a  ftrong 
work,  and  greatly  fuperior  in  num¬ 
bers,  drew  oft' his  men,  and  re-em¬ 
barked'  them  without  lofs.  The 
following  night  the  Tartar  was 
drove  off  the  bank,  and  went  to 
fea  with  the  lofs  of  an  anchor. 
It  was  next  determined  upon  to 
attack  the  battery  with  the  large 
ilftps ;  but  the  wind  coming  about 
to  the  vveftward,  and  blowing  hard, 
fo  that  it-  was  with  great  difficul¬ 
ty  the  flftps  could  be  cleared  of  the  lee 
Ihore,  the  project  was  abandoned. 
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By  the  Jamaica  arrived  here  from 
New  York,  we  have  the  pleafmg 
intelligence  of  the  capture  ,of  the 
French  king’s  frigate  La  Sybille, 
commanded  by  le  compt  de  Ker- 
gariou,  after  an  ohftinate  fight,  by 
his  majefty’s  (hip  Huft'ar,  capt.  Ruf- 
fel,  ot  20  guns:  it  appears  that  the 
count,  by  (hewing  French  colours 
under  Englifh,  and  di  (playing  a  fig- 
nal  ot  diftrefs,  induced  the  king’s 
(hip  to  bear  down  upon  him,,  and 
when  captain  Ruffel  hailed  him  he 
anfwered  with  a  discharge  of  his 
whole  battery  ;  the  adtion,  though 
very  unequal,  then  commenced, 
and  was  maintained  with  great  vi¬ 
gour  on  both  fides,  till  M.  de  Ker- 
gariou  thought  p>roper  to  ftrike. 
For  his  behaviour,  fo  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations,,  Capt.  Ruffe! 
put  him  in  clofe  confinement, 

2.  Mr.  Recorder  made  his  report  to 
his  majefty  of  the  convicts  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  w^en 
the  following  were  ordered  for  exe¬ 
cution  on  Wednefday  the  14th  inft. 
viz.  James  Weft,  Edw.  WYotten, 
and  Edward  Muhin. 

The  following  were  refpited  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  pleafure,  viz.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hughes,  Michael  Nowland, 
and  G-eorge  Clare. 

The  duke  of  Bridgewater’s  canal 
broke  the  banks  near  Warrington* 
and  carried  two  coal-boats  and  a 
flat  into  a  meadow  at  a  confiderable 
diftance :  a  great  number  of  hands 

7  u 

were  immediately  employed,  and 
the  breach  was  repaired  in  a  few 
days. 

The  court-martial  affembled  to 
try  lieutenant-colonel  Cockburne* 
having  duly  confidered  and  weighed 
the  evidence  given  in  fupport  of  the 
charge,  and  alfo  that  produced  by 
him  on  his  defence,  were  of  opinion 
that  he  was  guilty  of  the  whole 
charge;  and  adjudged  that  he  the 
faid  lieutenant rcolonel  Cockburne 

be 
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be  caShiered,  ahd  declared  unworthy 
of  Serving  his  majedy  in  any  mili¬ 
tary  capacity  whatsoever ;  and  that 
the  fame  be  declared  in  public  or¬ 
ders,  and  circulated  to  every  corps 
of  his  majedy’s  Service.  • 

The  Englifh  frigate  the  Brilliant 
arrived  at  Tangier,  having  on  board 
Sir  Roger  Curtis,  as  envoy  from  his 
Britannic  majelty  to  the  court  of 
Morocco.  He  took  wkh  him,  as 
presents  to  that  African  monarch, 
three  26  pounders,  and  one  of  18, 
with  400  balls,  befidcs  Several  other 
things  not  ascertained.  The  em¬ 
peror  appointed  a  commidary  to 
conduct  Sir  Roger  either  to  Me- 

ro 

quinez  or  Sallee,  where  his  majelty 
was  expected  to  arrive. 

3.  The  feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey 
ended  on  the  Middlefex  fide,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  effoign  day  of  Term, 
when  12  convicts  received  fentence 
of  death,  one  of  whom,  viz,  Tho¬ 
mas  Littlepage,  for  dealing  naval 
dores,  was  re  Spited,  and  ordered  to 
be  tranfported  for  Seven  years  ;  fif¬ 
teen  others  were  likewife  ordered  to 
be  tranfported  for  Seven  years,  and 
one  for  14  years;  eleven  to  be  im¬ 
prisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  in 
the  houfe  of  correction  and  likewife 
to  be  whipped  ;  four  whipt  and  dis¬ 
charged,  and  eighteen  delivered  on 
proclamation. 

5.  About  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  a  mod  terrible  fire  broke 
out  at  Neufol,  in  Hungary  ;  the 
flames  Spread  on  all  Sides,  So  as 
within  a  few  hours  nearly  to  con- 
fume  the  whole  town. 

A  petition  from  the  county  of 
Suffolk  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  praying  the  houfe  to 
take  into  their  mod  Serious  confide* 
ration  the  prefent  inadequate  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  &c. 

The  petitions  relative  to  a  more 
equal  representation,  prefented  to 


the  houfe  of  commons  this  fedion, ' 
are  from  the  following  places,  viz, 

Suffex,  Launcedoa,  Poole,  Ti¬ 
verton,  Yarmouth,  Wincheder, 
Cambridge  town, Lynn  Regis, north^ 
wed  divilionof  Devon,  Derby  coun¬ 
ty,  St.  Edmund’s  Bury,  Derby  bo¬ 
rough,  York  city,  Carmarthen 
county,  Glouceder  city,  Somerfet, 
Southwark,  Penryn,  Cornwall,  Ro¬ 
chester,  Lymington,  Scarborough, 
Surry,  Nottingham,  Flint  county, 
Denbigh,  Droitwich,  Southampton 
county,  Portsmouth,  Chicbeder, 
Mon  t  rofe,  Lon  don ,  M  i  d  dlefex ,  D  u  m  - 
barton,  Kent,  Wedminder,  freehold¬ 
ers  of  London,  burghs  of  Irvene, 
Tower  hamlets. 

6.  The  feffions  on  the  London 
fide  finally  ciofed,  when  Seven  con¬ 
victs  received  judgement  of  death. 
Seven  were  Sentenced  to  be  tranf¬ 
ported  for  Seven  years,  1 1  to  be  im¬ 
prisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  in 
the  houfe  of  correction,  and  four  in 
Newgate,  eight  to  be  whipped,  and 
two  discharged  by  proclamation. 

The  bill  for  railing  a  certain  Sum 
of  money  by  annuities,  and  for  eda- 
biifhing  a  lottery,  the  bill  to  repeal 
an  aCt  of  the  lad  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  relative  to  recruiting,  the  Bur- 
tpn  upon  Trent  navigation  bill,  the 
St.  Anne’s  paving  bill,  the  St.  Paul’s 
Covent-Garden  paving  bill,  theTet- 
bury  road  bill,  the  Markfield  road 
bill,  the  Heikett  road  bill,  and  three 
private  bills  received  the  royal  af- 
fent  by  com  million. 

7.  At  PontefraCt  feffions,  John 
Seaton,  Efq.  the  treafurer  for  the 
Wed  Riding  of  York,  delivered  to 
the  judiccs  of  the  peace  there  aflem- 
bled,  an  account  of  the  number  of 
pieces  of  woollen  cloths  made  in  that 
Riding  from  the  25th  oi  March, 
1782,  to  the  2 9 tli  of  March,  378 3; 
when  it  appeared  there  had  been  ma¬ 
nufactured  131,092  pieces  of  broad 
woollens,  meafuring  4,563,376 

(B  3)  yards ; 
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yards;  and  ioc,6|i  pieces  of  nar¬ 
row  cloths,  m'cafuring  3,2142,002 
yards.  Increafed  this  year  18,022 
pieces  of  broad,  and  11,892  pieces 
of  harrow  Woollens. 

12.  As  his  royal  highncfs  the 
prince  of  Wales  was  returning  to 
town  on  horfeback  this  evening, 
and  Mr.  Thomfon,  {urge oh,  of 
Kenfmgton,  was  returning  from 
Knightlbridge,  they  rode  violently 
again  ft  each  other,  and  were  both 
thrown  a  conftderable  diftanee  from 
their  horfes.  His  royal  highnefs  ef~ 
caped  unhurt;,  and  Mr.  Thomfon 
was  but  {lightly  bruifed. 

The  American  intercourfe  bill, 
the  militia  pay  bill,  the  Clerkenweli 
poor  bill,  and  Mr.  Greftev’s  eftate 
bill,  received  the  royal  a  (lent  by 
virtue  of  a  cothmiftioii  under  the 
great-feah 

1  3 .  Seventy  houfes  were  reduced 
to  allies  at  Loholm. 

14.  An  order  wras  made  by  his 
majefty  in  council,  in  confequence 
of  the  acf  lately  palled  for  prevent-. 
5 n or  certain  inftruments  from  being 
required  from  fhips  belonging  to  the 
United  Suites  of  America,  and  to 
give  his  majefty,  fora  limited  time, 
certain  powers  for  the  better  carry¬ 
ing  on  trade  and  commerce  between 
the  fubjefts  of  his  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions,  and  the  inhabitants  oi  the 
United  States,  for  the  admiftion,  un¬ 
til  further  order,  of  American  or 
Britifti  fhips  laden  with  oil,  or  any 
unmanufactured  goods  or  merchan¬ 
dises,  the  growth  or  production  of 
any  of  the  territories  of  the  faid 
United  States,  into  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain,  upon  payment,  of  the 
like  duties  as  are  paid  on  the  im¬ 
portation  of  fuch  commodities  from 
the  Britifti  Colonies  or  pofieffions  in 
America,  without  the  ufual  certifi¬ 
cates  or  documents  heretofore  re¬ 
quired5  by  law ;  alfo  that  the  fame 
dravt  back  fnail  be  aUp\ved?  and  the 


fame  exemptions  and  Bounties  on 
goods  exported  from  Great  Britain 
to  America,  as  arc  allowed  upon  ex¬ 
portation  of  the  like  goods  to  any 
Britifh  colony  in  America;  and  alio 
that  all  American  fhips  and  veftels 
which  (hall  have  arrived  in  any  port 
of  Great  Britain,  ft  nee  ihe  2cth  of 
January,  1783,  (hall  be  admitted 
to  an  entry,  and  afterwards,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  ladings,  be  intitled 
to  the  fame  benefit  of  the  faid  or¬ 
der. 

16.  The  Eaft  India  company  re¬ 
ceived  a  confirmation  of  the  retreat 
of  Tippoo  Saib  from  colonel  Mac- 
leod’s  army  at  Madras,  by  letters 
received  ever  land  from  Bombay 
dated  the  24th  of  January  laft. 

Madras ,  08,  17,  This  coaft  has 
been  vifited  by  as  fevere  a  gale  of 
wind  as  ever  was  known  by  the  oldeft: 
inhabitant  of  Madras.  About  noon, 
on  the  13th,  it  began  to  blow,  and 
before  night  it  was  a  perfect  hurri¬ 
cane.  The  furf  was  fo  high,  that 
it  was  impoffible  any  boat  could  ei¬ 
ther  go  off,  or  come  on  there.  Very 
fortunately,  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had 
anchored  in  1  3  fathom  water,  and 
finding  the  gale  increafe,  be  put  to 
fea  in  the  afternoon.  He  had  an 
entertainment  on  board  the  Superbe, 
and  was  obliged  to  take  his  company 
to  fea  with  him.  In  the  night  the 
Elertford,  the  Free  Trade,  the  Shan¬ 
non,  the  Nancy,  the  Effex,  and  a 
Moorman’s  {hip,  were  ail  drove  on 
fhore.  The  Free  Mafon  foundered 
at  her  anchors;  and  near  one  hun¬ 
dred  inows  and  denies  were  entirely 
loft.  It  is  impoffible  to  deferibe  a 
icene  of  fuch  horror  and  diftrefs. 

Bcncoolen ,  April  13.  On  Monday 
the  18th  of  March,  at  halfpaft  two 
in  the  morning,  it  having  been  ex¬ 
ceeding  ftormy  the  evening  before, 
our  magazine  and  laboratory  were 
fired  by  lightning,  the  former  con-' 
taining  about  400  and  the  latter  ico 
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barrels  of  powder,  and  every  imple¬ 
ment  of  artillery  were  totally  de¬ 
ft  roved  . 

A  Leter  from  Baftia,  in  the  ifland 
of  Corlica,  fays,  that  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  advice,  that  great  part  of  the 
town  of  Fiorenzo,  in  that  ifland, 
had  been  deftroyed  by  fire,  which 
was  occafioned  by  a  (for m  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning;  and  that  feme  of 
the  inhabitants  perifhed  in  the  flames 
by  endeavouring  to  extinguifh  it. 

20*  The  total  definition  ot  the 
fortifications  of  Minorca  was  re- 
folved  on  in  the  king  of  Spain’s 
council. 

23,  A  caufe  of  the  utmofi  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  hofiery  branch  was  tried 
at  Guildhall  before  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  lord  Loughborough,  lord 
chief  juftice,  and  a  mod  refpedtable 
jury’  of  merchants,  refpecting  an 
exclufive  right  to  an  invention,  for 
which  a  patent  was  granted  for  a 
machine  to  be  added  to  a  ftocking- 
frame,  for  making  knotted  and 
double  looped  work,  which  inven¬ 
tion  is  the  property  of  Me  firs.  Hor¬ 
ton,  March,  Wright,  and  Kemp. 
Thefe  ingenious  manufacturers  had 
to  contend  with  a  moil:  formidable 
combination,  entered  into  by  feme 
opulent  Nottingham  hofiers,  for 
working  the  plaintiffs  machine,  which 
they  formerly  announced  under  their 
bands.  During  the  courfe  of  the 
trial,  ieveral  artful  manoeuvres  were 
fet  up  by  the  defendants,  notwlth- 
itanding  which,  a  few  of  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  witnefies,  out  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  which  were  employed  in  the 
framefmirhs  and  hofiery  branches, 
as  well  as  fuch  of  the  defendants’ 
witnefies,  who  were  equally  culp¬ 
able  for  working  the  plaintiffs5  ma¬ 
chine,  and  were  indulged  by  the 
court  to  give  their  evidence,  fully 
proved  the  plaintiffs’  invention  to  be 
new  and  complete,  and  their  fpeci- 
fication  to  be  fi tuple  and  clear?  after 


a  confiicft  of  four  hours,  without  any 
reply,  or  fumming  up  of  evidence, 
the  jury,  without  going  out,  found 
a  verdidl  for  the  plaintiffs,  to  the 
entire  fatisfarifcion  of  the  chief  juf¬ 
tice  and  the  court. 

The  town  of  Miefbach,  i-  leagues 
difiantfrom  Munich,  was  reduced  to 
afhes  ;  nothing  was  faved.but  the 
electoral  palace,  and  two  houfes  ot 
little  value. 

Advice  was  received  from  the 
Gulf  of  Venice,  that  on  the  26th 
of  March  luff  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary 
was  alraofi  entirely  deffroyed,  and 
particularly  the  cafile,  by  a  violent 
earthquake.  It.  is  computed  that 
26  perfons  loft  their  lives,  and  43 
were  maimed.  This  earthquake 
was  felt  with  equal  violence  in  the 
other  iflands  belonging  to  that  re- 
public,  viz.  Zante,  Cefalonm,  Pre- 
vifa.  and  Veniza,  where,  however, 
we  do  not  hear  much  damage  has 
been  done. 

P  eter  (burgh,  May  30.  On  Satur¬ 
day  la  ft  at  noon,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  Admiralty  in  this  city;  and  in 
lefs  than  four  hours  near  one  half  of 
that  building  was  confirmed.  For- 
tunately  feveral  large  {hips  on  the 
flocks  were  fayed  ;  and  as  the  ftores 
in  that  part  where  the  flames  began 
had  lately  been  removed,  the  lofs  was 
not  very  confiderable. 

Vienna,  May  3 1.  Our  laft  ac¬ 
counts  from  Hungary  report,  that 
on  the  1  3th  of  this  month,  there  hap¬ 
pened  a  moil  violent  (form,  which 
has  been  attended  with  great  da¬ 
mage  in  feveral  parrs  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  city  of  Cremnitz  Was 
entirely  deffroyed.  The  lightning 
fell  in  nine  different  places,  and  the 
city  was  fet  on  fire  and  reduced  to 
allies  in  fpite  of  the  endeavours  of  the 
inhabitants ;  70  perfons  loll  their 
lives. 

Lately  died  at  Rotterdam,  Ra¬ 
chael  Solomon,  a  Jewefs.,  aged  1 10 
ifi  ft)  y<^rs. 
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years. — A  letter  from  Marfeilles, 
fays,  that  Alexander  M^Intoffi  died 
there  the  20th  of  May,  aged  1 1 2 
years* 

JUNE. 

1*  The  ingenious  Mr.  Spalding*, 
accompanied  by  one  of  his  young 
tnen,  went  down  twice  in  his  div¬ 
ing-bell  at  the  Kifh  bank,  Ireland, 
where  the  Imperial  Eaffc  Indiaman 
was  fome  time  hnce  wrecked,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recovering  fome  of  her 
materials.  He  did  nothing  more, 
however,  than  examine  her  fitua* 
tion,  &c.  determining  to  go  to  work 
next  morning.  Accordingly,  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  about  fix  o’clock,  he 
and  his  young  man  went  down,  and 
continued  under  water  about  an 
hour,  in  which  two  barrels  of  air 
had  been  fent  down  for  the  fupply 
of  the  bell;  but  a  good  deal  of  time 
having  elapfed  without  any  fignal 
from  below,  the  people  on  deck,  ap¬ 
prehensive  that  all  was  not  right, 
drew  up  the  bell,  and  Mr.  Spalding 
and  his  young  man  were  both  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  dead. 

4.  The  feffions  began  at  the  Old 
E  alley* 

This  being  the  aiiniverfary  of  his 
majefiy’s  hirth-day,  the  fame  was 
obferved  at  court. 

The  firfi  ftone  of  the  new  bridge 
acrofs  the  river  Thames  at  Rew  was 
laid  by  Michael  Decker  Saunders, 
Efq.  proprietor  ot  Walton-bridge. 

The  long  contefted  caufe  between 
the  free  corn  faCtors  and  the  corpo¬ 
ration  of  the  city  of  London,  under 
the  name  of  Cockfedge  and  Fanfhaw, 
was  finally  determined  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  upon  the  unanimous,  opi¬ 
nion  of  all  the  judges,  delivered  by 
Mr.  Judice  Gould,  by  which  the 
right  of  the  freemen  cornfaCtors  to 
the  toll  or  duty  of  one  farthing  a 
(quarter,  upon  ail  corn  configncd  to 
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them  for  fade  and  imported  coaft- 
wife  eaftward  of  London-bridge 
(except  from  the  Cinque  Ports  or 
the  county  of  Kent)  is  tor  everefta- 
blifhed. 

Count  d’Adhemar,  the  French 
ambaflador,  notified  a  propofal  to 
the  Rritifh  miniilry  on  the  part  of 
his  court,  in  conjundtion  with  other 
European  powers,  mutually  to  abo- 
1  i til  exclufive  trade,  and  to  leave  it 
reciprocally  open  to  ever}/  nation. 
In  confequence  of  this  extraordinary 
propofal,  a  courier  was  difpatched 
to  Peterfburgb,  and  minidry  then 
declined  returning  an  anfwer,  or  in 
any  manner  difeuffing  the  fubjedf, 
until  the  fentiments  of  the  czarina 
diould  be  known. 

6.  Came  on  to  be  tried,  before 
judge  Heath,  in  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  the  long-contefied  caufe 
between  feverai  French  feamen,  who 
were  taken  prifoners  in  thefquadron 
under  the  command  of  count  de 
Grafie,  and  the  owners  of  the  fhip 
Keppel,  capt.  Gooch,  to  receive 
wages  for  the  time  they  were  com** 
pelled  to  work  on  board  that  Ihip  ; 
when  the  caufes  were  finally  deter¬ 
mined  in  favour,  of  the  French  fea¬ 
men,  who  were  ordered  to  be  paid 
20  guineas  each  for  their  ferviees 
during  the  voyage. 

ip.  The  feiiion  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  fenter.ee  of  death  was 
pronounced  on  1 1  capital  convicts  ; 
1 1  were  sentenced  to  be  transported  ; 
19  to  be  imprifoned  and  kept  to  hard 
labour  in  the  houfe  of  correction  for 
different  terms,  feverai  of  whom  are 
alfo  to  be  whipped;  18  were  fen- 
tenced  to  be  whipped  and  difeharg- 
ed  ;  four  to  be  imprifoned  in  New¬ 
gate;  and  25  difeharged  by  procla¬ 
mation;  1  3  detained  for  trial  at  the 
enfuing  afiizes  for  the  counties  of 
Devon,  Suffolk,  EfTex,  Surry,  and 
Kent.  *.  ’ 

1 1.  Was  laid  the  firfi:  ftone  of  the 
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Medical  Theatres,,  to  be  built  by 
fubfcription  at  the  London  Hofpi- 
tal. 

12,  The  dome  of  St.  Paul’s  form¬ 
ed  a  fcene  of  magnificence  fuperior 
to  all  the  brilliancy  of  ball-rooms, 
or,  the  fplendour  of  courts.  The 
children  of  the  leveral  fchoolsof  the 
metropolis  and  environs  were  here 
affembied,  as  an  example  of  the  mu¬ 
nificence  of  their  country,  finging 
praifes  to  their  God.  The  church 
iervice  was  chaunted  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  choir,  and  an  anthem 
fttng  by  them.  The  children  lung 
the  roodth,  113th,  and  part  of  the 
104th  pfalms  ;  and  joined  in  grand 
chorus,  with  the  gentlemen  of  the 
choir,  in  Gloria  Patri. 

More  than  fivethoufand  children, 
clothed  and  educated  in  this  metro¬ 
polis,  by  the  voluntary  bounty  of 
individuals  only,  without  any  obli¬ 
gatory  fupport  from  the  laws,  pre¬ 
sent  to  the  admiration  of  furround¬ 
ing  Hates,  a  pidfure  of  the  Brinih 
character,  liberally  and  amiably 
pourtrayed. 

The  following  are  the  fchools 
which  attended  the  exhibiton  at  St. 
Paul’s,  being  the  anniverfary  meet- 
ing  of  the  feveral  charity-fchools : 
St.  Mary  le  Strand  ;  St.  Sepulchre, 
Middlefex;  St.  Sepulchre’s,  lady’s 
fchool ;  St.  Paul’s  Covent  Garden  ; 
Qpeenhithe ;  Cordwainersand  Bread- 
ftreet;  St.  Mary’s,  Ifiington ;  Bar¬ 
tholomew  the  Great;  St.  James’s 
Clerkenwell ;  St.  George  the  Mar¬ 
tyr;  St.  Anne’s,  W'eftminfter ;  St. 
Luke’s,  Middlefex;  St  Andrew’s, 
Holborn  ;  St.  Dunfian’s,  Weft;  St. 
Clement’s  Danes;  FarringdonWith- 
io;  St.  Mary  Le  Bone;  St.  Giles’s 
in  the  Fields,-  St.  Bride’s;  St. 
Anne’s, A Iderfgate;  St.  Anne’s,Lime- 
houfe;  Poplar;  St.  Martin’s  in  the 
Fields  ;  Coleman-ftreet  ;  Broad- 
ftreet ;  Cripplegate  Without ;  St. 
Stephen’s,  Wa  lb  rook  ;  St.  Mary’s 


Os) 

Whitechapel ;  St  Botolph,  Bifhopf- 
gate;  Chrift-Church,  Spitalfields  ; 
Sf.  Botolph,  Aldgate;  Bridge,  Can- 
dlewick,  and  Dowgate ;  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s,  Beth  nab  Green ;  Langbourn 
Ward;  Yintry  Ward;  Alderfgate 
Ward;  Caftle  Bavnard ;  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  Bermondley ;  St.  Ethel- 
burg ;  St.  Alphage  ;  Biliingfgate 
Ward  ;  St.  John’s,  Southwark;  and 
St.  Sepulchre,  London. 

16.  The  canal  for  effecting  a 
junction  between  the  rivers  Severn 
and  Thames  was  begun. 

Dublin ,  June  19.  A  poor  wo¬ 
man  at  Dungannon  went  to  a  houfe 
where  oatmeal  was  fold,  and  took 
her  petticoat  to  pledge  for  ibme  meal 
for  herfelf  and  her  children  (of 
which  die  had  four,  one  of  them 
fucking)  the  man  to  whom  jfhe  went 
happened  not  to  be  at  home,  but  late 
in  the  evening  he  returned  and  went 
to  bed ;  when  in  bed  his  wife  told 
him  that  a  woman  (naming  her)  had 
been  with  her  to  get  meal,  and  had 
brought  a  petticoat  to  pledge  for  the 
fame,  but  that  fhe  gave  her  none  ; 
fhe  feared,  however,  the  woman  was 
in  a  very  bad  fituation  ;  upon  this 
the  hufband  got  out  of  bed  inftantly, 
and  took  a  bowl  full  of  meal  to  the 
houfe  of  the  poor  woman  ;  when  lie 
came  near  it  he  heard  the  children 
crying1  bitterly,  and  on  entering  the 
cabin  found  the  woman  dead  with 
hunger,  the  infant  fuckingthecorpfe, 
and  the  others  crying  round  her. 

18.  A  petition  from  the  mer¬ 
chants,  bankers,  and  traders  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Weftminfter,  and  Southwark, 
were  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
againft  the  ftamp  duty  on  receipts. 

An  order  was  ifiued,  that  all  offi¬ 
cers  of  government,  as  well  civil  as 
military,  filial  1  for  the  future  refide 
where  their  bufinefs  officially  calls 
them. 

22.  The  county  of  Glatz  wasvi- 
fited  with  lb  dreadful  a  ftorm  that 

there 
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*here  was  no  diftinguifhing  it  from 
an  earthquake.  The  whole  coun¬ 
try  was  entirely  overflowed  by  the 
violence  of  the  rain,  which,  like  a 
deluge,  carried  away  all  the  bridges 
that  have  been  built  for  thcfe  2  so 
years.  The  claps  of  thunder  were 
to  violent,  that  fever al  chimneys 
were  thrown  down,  and  walls  fhat- 
tered ;  whole  villages  alfo  were  fwept 
away  by  the  fury  of  the  torrents. 
Several  hundred  perfons  were  drown¬ 
ed,  and  a  great,  number  of  cattle 
loft.  At  Glatz  the  fait  and  other 
magazines,  with  the  barracks,  were 
billed  with  water.  Neiffe,  in  Sile- 
fia,  like  wife  fuffered  much  from  the 
fame  inundation,  and  great  injury 
is  done  to  the  fortifications  and  ma¬ 
gazines  there. 

23.  The  duke  of  Portland  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  peers  the  fol¬ 
lowing  meffage  from  his  majefty, 
which  was  read  by  lord  Mansfield, 
as  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  : 

George  R. 

His  majefty  having  taken  into 
conlidcration  the  propriety  of  mak¬ 
ing  an  immediate  and  feparate  efta- 
blifhment  for  his  dearly  beloved  fon 
the  prince  of  Wales,  relies  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  affedfion  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  for  the  concurrence 
and  fupport  of  luch  meafures  as  dial l 
be  moil  proper  to  affift  his  majefty 
in  this  deftgn. 

The  duke  of  Portland,  after  a  fhort 
introductory  fpecch,  moved, 

That  an  humble  addvefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  to  return  the 
thanks  of  this  houfe  to  his  majefty 
for  his  matt  gracious  meffage  ;  and 
to  affure  his  rnaiellv  in  the  moft  du¬ 
tiful  manner  ot  the  hearty  zeal  of 
this  houfe,  to  testify  their  earned: 
defire  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures  as 
fhall  be  moft:  proper  to  afiift  his  ma¬ 
jefty  in  fulfilling  his  defire  of  mak¬ 
ing  an  immediate  and  feparate  efta- 
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bliihment  for  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales. 

The  fame  upon  the  queftion  put 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  ncmine 
dljj'enticntej  and  was  prefented  to  his 
majefty  by  the  lords  with  white 
ftaves. 

The  like  meffage  was  delivered  to 
the  commons,  who  voted  that  the 
fum  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
be  granted,  towards  enabling  his 
majefty  to  make  a  feparate  eftablifh- 
ment  for  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales. 

24.  The  bill  laying  a  ftamp  duty 
on  bills  of  exchange  and  receipts  — 
the  mutiny  bill— -  the  bill  for  rege¬ 
lating  the  office  of  paymafter-general 
of  his  majefty’s  forces,  together  with 
thirty  other  public  and  private  bills,, 
received  the  royal  affent,  by  virtue 
of  a  com  million  under  the  great-feal 
for  that  purpofe 

25.  The  judges  of  the  different 
courts,  met  in  the  King’s  Bench 
chamber,  and  appointed  the  circuits 
for  the  fummer  affixes  as  follows  : 

Home.  Lord  Mansfield,  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Gould. 

Oxford.  Lord  Loughborough,  Mr. 
Juftice  Nares. 

Midland.  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Skin* 
ner,  Mr,  Juftice  Willes. 

Norfolk.  Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft, Mr. 
Baron  Hotham. 

Northern.  Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  Mr. 
Juftice  Buller. 

Weftern,  Mr.  Baron  Perry n,  Mr. 
Juftice  Heath. 

The  Dublin  Bankopened  for  tranf- 
adtion  of  bu finds  ;  when  the  king’s, 
orders,  communicated  through  the 
lord  lieutenant,  that  all  public  mo¬ 
ney  in  that  kingdom,  payable  on  his 
account,  by  taxes,  aids,  duties,  &c, 
fhould  be  from  thenceforward  depo- 
fited  in  that  Bank 

A  petit! oil  from  the  American 
agents  refpedting  the  loyalifts  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  peefs. 
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Ev  the  laft  packet  which  arrived 
on  the  26th  from  New  York,  in* 
formation  is  received,  that  on  the 
1 3th  of  May  the  fchooner  Dove  had 
arrived  there  from  St.  Augufiine, 
and  had  brought  an  account,  that 
major  Deveaux,  with  300  troops  and 
Teamen,  had  landed  on  the  7th  of 
April,  at  the  uland  of  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  early  in  the  morning 
pointed  a  cannon  in  front  of  the  go¬ 
vernor's  quarters,  funamoned  his  ex¬ 
cellency  to  furrender  the  iiland, 
which  being  confented  to,  600  Spa¬ 
niards,  with  the  ifland,  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  and  250,000  Spanifh  dol¬ 
lars  fell  into  his  hands ;  but  this  fur- 
render  happened  three  days  after  the 
ceflation  of  arms  declared  between 
the  different  powers  at  war. 

The  Quakers  of  America,  with  % 
fpirit  of  true  benevolence  and  phi- 
lanthrop3/,  declared  all  their  negroes 
free  1  a  happy  prelude,  we  hope, 
to  univerfai  liberty  among  that  un¬ 
fortunate  race  of  beings,  who  have 
too  long  groaned  under  the  cruel 
yoke  of  flavery  ! 

27.  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
William  Henry  arrived  from  the 
Weil  Indies  about  two  o’clock  at 
Windfor. 

Mr.  Recorder  made  his  report  to 
his  majefty,  of  the  convifts  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  who 
were  tried  in  April  feffion,  viz.  Col¬ 
lin  Reculeft,  Sarah  Leech,  John 
Brown,  Thomas  Richards,  John 
Wharton,  Alexander  Smith,  Ro¬ 
bert  Forrefter,  Richard  M4Dade, 
Anne  Lovell,  Jphn  Higginfon,  Wil¬ 
liam  Ruthey  Pratt,  William  Har- 
court,  John  Hafleworth,  1  homas 
Davis,  Robert  Cullum,  George 
Wood,  and  John  Miles  ;  when  John 
Higginfon,  Alexander  Smith,  John 
Mills,  William  Ruthey  Pratt,  Wil¬ 
liam  Harcourt,  John  Hafleworth, 
£nd  Robert  Cullum,  were  ordered 
for  execution, 


30.  The  court  of  Exchequer  gave 
a  finaPdecree  in  the  important  caufe 
between  the  leffees  of  the  vicarial 
tithes  of  Fulham  and  a  parifhioner, 
occupier  of  a  common  garden,  in 
favour  of  the  lelfees,  with  full  coifs. 
The  particulars  of  this  long  conteft- 
ed  caufe  cannot  be  uninterefling  to 
fuch  of  our  readers  as  arc  concerned 
in  vicarage  tithes,  and  may  ferve  as 
a  caution  againft  hafty  references,  as 
by  a  curious  decifion  of  one,  the 
greateft  injury  has  been  done  to  the 
!e flees,  and  may,  if  not  guarded 
againfl,  be  done  to  others.  For  in- 
fiance:  the  fame  lelfees,  in  1776, 
requeued  a  competition  of  4!.  a  year 
for  the  lands  in  queflion,  about  10 
acres,  which  i’eafonable  demand  was 
refufed  by  the  occupier,  and  when, 
the  cafe  came  before  a  fpecial  jury, 
it  was  referred  to  a  neighbour,  who 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  3I.  i  is. 
was  a  full  compoiition,  and  con¬ 
demned  the  leffees  in  all  cods,  a- 
mounting  to  about  ioool.  The  lef¬ 
fees,  greatly  alarmed,  and  conceiv¬ 
ing  themfelves  greatly  injured  and 
oppreffed  by  fuch  an  extraordinary 
decifion,  in  1776  they,  for  the  fake 
of  public  juftlce,  renewed  their  ac¬ 
tion  for  the  fucceeding  tithes,  ex¬ 
actly  upon  the  fame  grounds  as  the 
former,  and  on  Monday,  30th  of 
June,  the  defendant  made  an  offer 
in  court  of  1 5I.  a  year  for  the  tithes 
of  thofe  very  grounds  for  which 
the  arbitrator  lately  awarded  only 
3I.  ns.  The  4I.  fir  lb  required 
fhews  the  moderation  of  the  leffees, 
and  the  1  5I.  afterwards  offered  fhews 
the  injuflice  of  the  award  a- 
gain  ft  which  they  are  determined 
to  appeal. 

Tiled,  at  Enesford,  in  Kent,  John 
Crefy,  aged  to 2. — Lately,  at  the 
village  of  Cary,  in  Staftordfhire, 
Mary  j oh nfon,  a ged  103. 
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Copenhagen ,  July  i .  A  naviga¬ 
tor,  who  has  difeovered  an  ifiand 
emerged  from  the  fea,  declares  its 
.po  fit  ion  to  be  at  eight  miles  difiance 
from  the  rocks,  the  farthefi  from 
Iceland,  called  die  rocks  des  Oifeaux. 
At  fix  miles  ditlance  he  obferved  a 
thick  fmoke  arife ;  he  got  within 
half  a  mile,  and  failed  round  it.  He 
perceived  every  where  pumice-ftones 
fwimming  on  the  furface ;  by  found¬ 
ing  he  found  forty-four  fathom  at 
W.S.W.  of  the  Reykences;  and 
nicking  to  the  lead  fome  feacoal,  on 

o  7  f 

drawing  near  to  the  rocks  des  Oi- 
feaux  he  found  no  alteration.  The 
inhabitants  of  Iceland  informed  him, 
they  had  felt  no  earthquake ;  they 
had  only  obferved,  about  Eafter, 
fomething  flaming  in  the  fea,  to  the 
South  of  Grinbourg:  the  king,  of 
Denmark  ordered  poffeffion  to  be 
taken  of  the  ifiand,  and  has  called 
It  Ny  Oce. 

2.  This  day  was  a  thunder  fiorm 
the  mod  general  throughout  Eng- 

o  0)0 

land  that  has  been  remembered  for  a 
long  time,  particularly  in  Wihfhire, 
and  moft  of  the  northern  counties; 
which  killed  a  great  number  of  fheep 
and  black  cattle,  as  well  as  doing 
other  considerable  damage. 

Judgment  was  given  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  upon  lieutenant 
Bourne,  of  the  marines,  who  fiood 
convidted  of  publifliing  a  libel,  and 
alfo  of  an  aflault  upon  Sir  James 
Wallace,  Knt.  captain  of  his  ma- 
jufty’s  fhip  the  Warrior,  by  Striking 
him  with  a  cane. 

3.  This  day  was  executed  before 
St.  Andrew’s  church,  Holborn, 
John  Mills,  on  the  Coventry  add, 
for  unlawfully  laying  in  wait  and 
wounding  John  Brazier  in  feveral 
parts  of  his  body. 

The  following  were  executed  at 

o 

Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their  fentence, 


John  Wharton,  William  Rutley 
Pratt,  Robert  Cullum,  John  Hazel- 
worth,  and  William  Harcourt. 

5.  The  Gazette  contained  his 
majefty’s  order  in  council,  dated 
July  2,  directing  that  pitch,  tar, 
turpentine,  hemp,  flax,  mafis,  yards, 
bovvfprits,  Raves,  heading,  boards, 
fihingles,  and  all  other  fpecies  of 
lumber;  horfes,  neat  cattle,  fheep, 
hogs,  poultry,  and  all  other  fpecies 
of  live  ftock  and  live  provifions  ; 
peas,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  flour, 
bread,  bifeuit,  rice,  oats,  barley, 
and  all  other  fpecies  of  grain,  being 
the  growth  or  production  of  any  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  may, 
until  further  order,  be  imported  by 
Britifii  fubjedts  in  Britifii  built  fhips, 
owned  by  his  majefty’s  fubjedts,  and 
navigated  according  to  law,  from 
any  port  of  the  United  States  of  A~ 
merica,  to  any  of  his  majefty’s  Weil: 
India  iilands :  and  that  rum,  fugaiy 
melaffes,  coffee,  coco,  nuts,  gin¬ 
ger,  and  pimento,  may,  until  fur¬ 
ther  order,  be  exported  by  Britifii 
fubjedts  in  Britifh-built  fiiips,  owned 
by  his  majefty’s  fubjedts,  and  navi¬ 
gated  according  to  law,  from  any  of 
his  majefty’s  Weft  India  iflands,  to 
any  port  or  place  within  the  faid 
United  States,  upon  payment  of  the 
fame  duties  on  exportation,  and  lub- 
jedt  to  the  like  rules,  regulations,  fe- 
curities,  'and  reftridtions,  as  the 
fame  articles  by  law  are  or  may  be 
fubjedt  or  liable  to,  if  exported  to 
any  Britifii  colony  or  plantation  in 
America. 

10.  The  lords  of  the  Admiralty 
appointed  twenty-four  matters  from 
the  half-pay ‘lift,  for  the  foie  pur- 
pofe  of  looking  after  the  fiiips  in 
ordinary,  who  are  to  make  a  report  of 
their  condition  every  three  months 
to  the  board :  eight  of  them  are  to 
refide  at  Portfmoutb,  fix  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  eight  at  Chatham  and  Sheer- 
nefs,  and  two  at  Woolwich. 


A  ce- 
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A  celebrated  Euglifli  calcula¬ 
tor  makes  the  annual  rent  of  bur 
lands  to  amount  to  io,ooo,o.ool. 
that  of  hordes  and  other  buildings 
2*000, cool,  the  produce  of  the  ie- 
veral  lpecies  0,075,000!.  fuppoling 
the  year  moderately  plentiful ;  and 
the  yearly  rent  of  corn  lands, 
2,200,000!.  whilft  their  net  produce 
is  more  than  9,000,000b  the  rent  of 
paflure,  meadows,  commons,  foreFs, 
heaths,  Sec.  7,000,0001. 

The  lands  of  England  are  calcu¬ 
lated  to  amount  to  39  millions  of 
acres  ;  the  value  of  their  wheat, 
barley,  rye,  Sec.  amounting  to  at 
lead  6,ooo,cooL  Feriing  per  an¬ 
num  ! 

Dr.  Watfon,  hilltop  of  LandafF, 
values  the  ecclefiaFical  preferment, 
cr  land  in  mortmain,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  as  under  : 

Landed  eflate  of  the  £* 
Univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  60, coo 

Ditto,  Oxford,  120,000 

Biffioprieks,  1 20,000 

Deaneries  and  Chap- 

90,000 
1,100,000 

1,490,000 

The  valuation  of  this,  by 

Dr.  Warner,  is,  1,680,000 

Ditto,  Dr.  Burn,  1,500,000 

Ditto,  by  Dr.  Young,  1,600,000 
Number  of  newfpapers  printed  in 
the  whole  kingdom  during  the 


The  Woollen  £ 

Leather 

Flax 

Hemp 

Glafs 

Paper 

Porcelane 

Silk 

Cotton 

Lead 

Tin 

Iron 

„Steel  and  plating,  See. 


16,800,000 
10,500,000 
1,750,000 
890,000 
630,000 
780,000 
1,000,000 
3,350,000 
960,000 
1,650,000 
1,  oc  0,000 
8,700,000 
3,400,000. 


ters. 


Livings, 


years, 

*7  75 

12,600,000 

1776 

12,830,000 

i 777 

13,150,642 

1778 

13,240,659 

1 7  79 

14,106,842 

1780 

1452»7G7I 

1781 

14,397,600 

1782 

15,272,519 

The  manufactures  of  Great 

tain  are  at 

prefent  calculated 

offices, 

/•5!,  310,000 

The  iron,  glafs,  and  porcelane 
are  on  the  rapid  increafe;  tin  and 
leather  declines  ;  lead  is  ftatip.nary* 

Paper  increafes,fiax  is  rather  fall¬ 
ing,  hemp  as  it  was;  fllk  rather 
increafes. 

The  duke  of  Portland  has  a  cal¬ 
culation  that  makes  thefe  fabrics 
employ  5,2 50,000  fouls. 

Horfes  of  all  forts  are  at  this  time 
from  24  to  30  per  cent,  and  fome 
40  and  50  per  cent,  dearer  in  France, 
on  an  average,  than  in  England; 
but  all  forts  of  cattle  are  dearer  in 
England  than  in  France,  by  full  50 
per  cent.  Wool  25  to  35  per  cent* 
dearer  in  France  than  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

10.  The  projedor  began  his  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  wreck  of  the  P^oyal 
George  at  Spithead,  which  ended 
without  fuccefs, 

11.  The  Beer  floop,  which  was 
funk  with  the  Royal  George,  and 
lay  clofe  along  iide  her,  was  raifed 
fix  fathom  from  the  ground,  and 
towed  to  a  confiderable  di dance. 

They  have  had  moll  terrible 
Forms  in  Cracow  and  its  environs, 
which  have  caufed  much  damage  ; 
many  people  counted  200  violent 
claps  of  thunder,  which  damaged 
feveral  churches,  and  let  fire  to  12 
fioufes,  and  the  next  day  feveral 

per  Ions 
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perfons  were  hurt  by  the  lightning, 
and  a  great  deal  of  damage  done  to 
the  palace  belonging  to  the  flarofte  of 
Cracow. 

The  following  public  and  private 
bills  received  the  royal  alien t  by 
commifiion,  viz.  The  Exchequer 
loan  bill — the  paper  and  vellum, 
&c.  damp  duty  bill- — the  quack  me¬ 
dicine  duty  bill — the  ftage  coach 
duty  bill — the  waggon  and  cart  duty 
bill — -the  regilier  duty  bill  of  births, 
marriages,  burials,  &c. — the  malt 
duty  bill — the  adjutant  general’s 
pollage — the  rice  bill  — the  bill  rela¬ 
tive  to  prize  goods  in  warehoufes — 
the  commiifioners  of  public  accounts 
bill — the  Portfmouth  compenlation 
bill  — the  Feverlliam  ordnance  bill — 
the  African  bill  -  the  Whitechapel 
paving  bill — SirThomas  Rumbold’s 
continuing  bill— Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold’s  reftraining  bill— the  Sheppard 
Shord  road  bill — the  Hanvvell  in- 
clofure  bill,  and  Mr.  Power’s  eftate 
bill. 

13.  Lieutenant  Elliot,  of  the  Ba¬ 
ra  coota  cutter,  arrived  with  dif- 
patches  from  his  excellency  Sir  Ro¬ 
ger  Curtis,  knight,  his  inajefty’s 
atnbaflador  to  the  emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco,  dated  Gibraltar,  June  13, 
in  which  he  gave  an  account  that 
the  former  treaties  of  friendfhip  and 
commerce  had  been  renewed  and 
confirmed,  and  that  additional  ar¬ 
ticles  for  the  better  regulation  of 
commerce  between  the  two  nations, 
were  concluded  and  figned  at  Sallee 
on  the  24th  of  May  laft. 

A  terrible  fire,  like  that  in  1742, 
almofi:  entirely  reduced  to  afhes  the 
town  of  Attendarn,  in  the  duchy  of 
Well ph alia ;  only  20  houfes  were 
faved  out  of  300.  The  convent  of 
Francifcans  and  the  parifh  church 
became  a  prey  to  the  flames. 

Paris ,  'July  13.  Letters  from  Be- 
fan^on  are  filled  with  defcriptions  of 
deflation.  At  Leons  le  Saunter, 


at  St.  John  de  Lone  in  Burgundy, 
at  Bourg  en  Brifle,  at  Belag,  at 
Chalons  fur  Saone,  at  Macon,  at 
Geneva,  violent  earthquakes  have 
been  felt.  Letters  from  Geneva 
fay,  that  at  one  time  it  was  thought 
the  whole  city  would  have  been  de- 
it roved,  the  waters  of  the  lake  were 
greatly  increafed  ;  the  waves,  raifed 
by  the  foie  impulfion  of  the  earth¬ 
quake,  burft  with  fury  on  the  banks  3 
which  border  that  city,  which  was 
itfelr  fo  violently  agitated,  that  fe- 
veral  edifices  were  thrown  down. 
Letters  from  Rome  contain  nothing 
but  the  recital  of  the  like  difafters. 

It  is  to  be  mentioned,  as  a  cir- 
cumflance  not  equalled  in  the  me¬ 
mory  of  man,  that  fome  corn  in. 
Scotland  was  actually  cut  fo  early 
as  the  25th  of  July. 

There  is  no  article  in  the  corn 
trade  of  England  that  appears  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  as  the  immenfe  import: 
that  every  year  takes  place  of  oats. 
The  following  account  will  Blew  the: 
quantity. 


177L 

at 

1 6s. 

8d.  per 

Quarters* 

quartet 

2d. 

2  r  2,327  • 

1772, 

at 

16s. 

106,820  * 

1 773> 

at 

17s. 

2d. 

329,454. 

1774, 

at 

17s. 

tod. 

399^499 

*775» 

at 

1 6s. 

6d. 

384,942 

1776, 

at 

15s. 

378,566 

1 7  77? 

at 

15s. 

8d. 

366,446 

1778, 

at 

15s. 

2d. 

201,170 1* 

1 779> 

at 

14s. 

icd* 

348,5 1 1  1 

1780, 

at 

1 2  s. 

195,224 

1781, 

at 

13s. 

• 

OO 

109,446 

Total,  3,032,405 
Exported  in  the  fame  time  3  39,697 

Balance,  2,692,70$ 


Import,  per  annum  244,601 

Acres  at  4  quart,  per  acre  61,150 

1  m~  -  -  — * 

Hence,  therefore,  it  appears  from 

this 
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this  account,  that  we  annually  im¬ 
port  the  product  of  above  60,000 
acres  of  oats. 

1 5.  The  bill  relative  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fufferers — the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany’s  bill  -  the  corn  bill — the  linen 
bill— the  bill  relative  to  muffins — the 
bill  concerning  the  removal  ol  wines 
- — the  coffee  and  cocoa  bill — and  the 
bill  for  amending  an  afl  relative  to 
a  fpecies  of  blue  called  fmalts,  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  a  Rent  by  com— 
million. 

16.  This  day  his  majefty  went  to 
the  houfe  of  peers,  and  after  giving 
his  a  Rent  to  the  finking  fumi  bill, 
lord  Rodney’s  and  Sir  George  Au— 
guftus  Eliott’s  annuity  bills,  he  de¬ 
livered  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
KxiraB  of  a  letter  from  L  o-chga  ilbea  r/, 

near  Dumbarton ,  July  16. 

The  following  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  has  juft  happened  in  this  place, 
as  we  were  fmilhing  the  arch  of  a 
bridge.  There  were  a  number  of 
people  cn  the  arch,  curious  to  fee 
it  finifhed,  when  the  wood  gave 
way,  and  au  went  down  in  an  in- 
Rant.  Several  were  much  hurt, 
but  none  mortally,  except  one  man, 
James  Cbriftie,  who  had  one  leg 
broke,  and  was  fo  Severely  bruited 
other  wife,  that  he  died  within  fix 
hours  after,  notwithftanding  every 
effort  was  ufed  that  medical  (kill 
could  afford. 

19.  The  trial  of  Mr.  Atkin fon  on 
an  indictment  for  perjury,  came  on 
in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  be- 
fore  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  and  a  fpe- 
cialjury.  The  indictment  confid¬ 
ed  of  many  different  counts;  and, 
after  a  trial  of  feveral  hours  conti¬ 
nuance,  Mr.  Atkinfbn  was  found 
guilty -of  all  but  three.  The  jury 
were  out  about  ten  minutes. 

Halifax. ,  July  20.  His  excellency 
governor  Farr  arrived  here  in  his 
majefty *s  Riip  La  Sophee  off' Point 
Carlton  in  Port  Rofeway,  and  foon 


after  landed  to  view  that  poll.  Sa¬ 
lutes  were  fired  from  the  Rip  when 
his  excellency  difembarked,  and  oa 
his  landing  by  the  artillery  from  the 
poft,  where  he  was  received  by  the 
officers  of  the  corps  on  his  duty.  His 
excellency  returned  on  board  the 
Sophde  the  fame  evening,  and  the 
day  after  the  fliip  proceeded  up  the 
harbour  and  anchored  oft'  the  town. 

On  Tuefday  morning,  his  ex¬ 
cellency  being  fainted  by  the  fliip 
as  before,  landed  to  view  the  town. 
He  was  received  under  a  general 
difeharge  of  all  the  cannon  from  the 
fnore,  and  proceeded  up  King-ftreet, 
both  fides  of  which  were  lined  by 
the  inhabitants  under  arms,  to  tbs 
place  appointed  for  his  reception, 
where  the  magistrates  and  principal 
inhabitants  were  coliedted,  and  pre¬ 
fen  ted  an  addrefs  congratulating  him 
on  his  arrival. 

Soon  after,  his  excellency  in  a 
fhort  fpeech  Signified  his  intention 
of  giving  the  new  fettlement  the 
name  of  Shelburne  ;  and  drank  the 
king’s  health,  prosperity  to  the  town 
and  diftrkft  of  Shelburne  and  to  the 
loyalifts,  each  toaR  being  accompa¬ 
nied  with  three  cheers  from  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  a  general  difeharge 
of  cannon.  His  excellency  then., 
appointed  feveral  ju dices  of  the 
peace  and  other  officers,  and  after 
administering  to  them  the  ufual  oaths 
he  proceeded  on  board  the  Sophee, 
accompanied  by  the  principal  magi¬ 
ftrates,  where  an  elegant  entertain¬ 
ment  was  given  by  cant.  Mow  at, 
after  which  many  loyal  toads  were 
drank;  the  king’s  health, — fuccefs 
to  the  town  of  Shelburne  — and  to 
the  fettlement  of  the  lovalifts  in 

ol 

Nova  Scotia,  being  accompanied 
by  royal  falutes  from  the  fliip. 

20.  In  London  we  had  the  heavie ft 
dorm  that  happened  this  fea- 
fon :  the  peals  of  thunder  were  un¬ 
commonly  long,  loud,  and  frequent, 

and 
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and  the  lightning  terrible.  From 
a  flat  calm  the  wind  role  almofl  im¬ 
mediately  to  a  tempeft,  and  blew 
from  the  S.  for  four  hours  with 
great  violence. 

1 Tripoli ,  in  Syria,  July  20.  We 
had  two  fliocks  of  an  earthquake  ; 
they  fucceeded  each  other  rapidly, 
and  lafted  in  the  whole  about  eight 
or  ten  feconds.  They  were  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  hollow  noife,  like  the 
roaring  of  diftant  waves  ;  the  night 
before  we  had  violent  rain,  a  thing 
very  uncommon  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  For  near  a  month  paft  the 
land  and  fea  have  been  covered  with 
a  thick  fog;  the  winds  blew  with  as 
much  violence  as  in  winter :  the  fun 
appeared  but  feldom,  and  always  of  a 
bloody  colour,  phenomena  till  then 
Unknown  in  Syria.  The  earthquake 
was  felt  with  equal  violence  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mount  Libanus, 
where  a  whole  village  was  buried 
under  the  fragments  of  a  rock. which 
fell  from  the  mountain.  The  Turks 
were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation,  having  been  informed  of  the 
deftrudtion  of  Medina. 

22.  Advices  were  received  by  the 
Fox  packet,  which  failed  from  Ben¬ 
gal  the  17th  of  February  laft,  that 
peace  had  been  concluded  with  the 
Marattas;  that  Hyder  Ally  died  in 
the  month  of  December  lafl;  and 
that  his  fuccefl'or  Tippoo  Saib, ap¬ 
peared  more  pacifically  inclined  to¬ 
wards  the  Englifli  than  his  father, 
having  permitted  fuch  as  were,  pri- 
foners  in  the  towns  taken  by  him  to 
have  a  free  communication  with  the 
prefidency  at  Madras,  to  be  better 
lupplied  with  neceflaries,  and  to 
have  free  egrefs  and  regrefs :  that 
Monf.  Suffrein,  after  watering  his 
fleet  at  Achin,  had  crofted  over  the 
Bay  of  Bengal  to  Ganjam,  with  nine 
fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates, 
where  he  captured  the  Coventry 
frigate  and  the  Blandford  Eaft  In- 
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diaman  :  that  the  Medea  frigate  had 
retaken  the  Chacer  floop  of  war,  on 
her  way  from  Trincomale  with  dif- 
patches  from  M.  Bully  to  M.  Suf¬ 
frein,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  reft  of  the  French  fleet  was  in 
great  diftrefs  from  a  violent  dyfen- 
tery,  having  loft  a  number  of  men, 
and  was  unable  to  join  M.  Suffrein 
as  foon  as  he  intended ;  and  that  M. 
Suffrein  remained  only  a  lew  days 
on  the  coaft,  and  had  returned  to 
Trincomale,  leaving  two  frigates  to 
cruize  from  Ganjam  to  Bollafore 
Road,  which  had  captured  a  num¬ 
ber  of  vefiels  bound  to  Madras  with 
rice. 

23.  In  Swifferland  the  harveft 
was  very  promiiing,  but  a  furious 
hurricane,  attended  with  hail,  de¬ 
ft  royed  all,  efpecially  in  the  diftridt 
of  fifteen  villages,  among  which  are 
St.  Saphorin,  Caflfonais,  Ghavrenais, 
le  Creuz,  Bavoy,  Pentaras,  and  the 
town  of  Y verdun.  At  Geneva  the 
lightning  killed  fifteen  perfons  in  a 
church. 

Londonderry ,  July  22,  The  Ari¬ 
adne  frigate  returned  to  Lough 
Swilly.  She  has  fortunately  difco- 
vered  the  great  filhing*  bank  off' the 
the  coaft  ot  this  ifland  :  which  lies 
about  45  leagues  N.  W.  from  Tory, 
and  on  which  are  vaft  quantities  of 
cod  and  ling. 

24.  About  300  foldiers,  headed 
by  fome  of  their  officers,  furround- 
ed  the  ftate-houfe  at  Philadelphia, 
demanding  of  congrefs  payment  for 
their  fervices  during  the  war.  The 
fenators  taking  the  alarm,  retired  to 
Prince- town,  about  40  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  for  fafety,  where  they 
were  holding  their  firft  councils  the 
firft  day  of  July  laft,  and  had  art 
enough  to  pay  off  the  principal  of 
the  diflatisfied  people,  who  prevail¬ 
ing  upon  the  others  to  difperfe  on  a 
promife  of  a  fpeedy  *  edrefs  of  their 
grievances.  This  being  done,  q 

prq- 
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proclamation  was  iffued,  offering  a 
■reward  for  apprehending  fome  oi  the 
ring-leaders. 

23.  The  Irifh  parliament  was 
diffoived,  and  the  hew  parliarheht 
met  on  the  6th  of  September. 

This  day  the  feffions  began  at  the 
Old  Bailey. 

26.  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
William  Henry,  attended  by  general 
Budat,  his  preceptor,  fet  off  from 
Windier  on  his  way  to  Germany. 

This  morning  came  on  at  the 
Old  Bailey  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hy¬ 
land  for  forgery,  which  continued 
till  three  o’clock,  when  the  jury, 
after  a  Ihort  conference,  returned 
their  verdidt  guilty. 

From  Bruffels  we  learnt,  that  his 
imperial  and  royal  majeffy  lately 
publifhed  two  declarations  relative 
to  ecclefiafiic  difeipline.  In  the  firfi, 
fix  Trinitarian  houfes  were  fuppreff- 
ed,  and  their  wealth  applied  to  ob¬ 
jects  of  greater  public  utility  than 
the  fupport  of  thofe  monafteries. 
The  fecond  declaration  affedts  the 
hermits,  a  fpecies  of  folitary  fana- 
tics,  whofe  virtue  principally  con* 
(ids  in  idlenefs,  and  in  abfolute  fe- 
queftration  from  the  world,  not  to 
fpeak  of  the  diforders  which  indo¬ 
lence  generally  introduces. 

The  court  of  feffion,  in  Scotland, 
lately  determined  a  very  curious  and 
important  queftion.  Mifs  Gordon, 
a  lady  educated  in  France,  and  a 
Roman  Catholic,  claimed,  as  next 
heir,  a  very  beneficial  leafe  of  the 
lands  of  Auchanachy,  in  Scotland, 
which  yields  about  230I.  a-year  of 
clear  profit.  Mr.  Rofe  WaTon,  the 
next  Protefiant  heir,  brought  an 
addon,  infilling  that  Mifs  Gordon 
Was  not  entitled  to  enjoy  the  leafe 
without  taking  the  formula.  He 
founded  upon  adtof  1  00,  which  de¬ 
clares  that,  no  perfons  profeffing  the 
Popifh  religion,  pad  the  age  of  fif¬ 
teen  years,  (hall  be  capable  to  fuc- 
1783. 


ceed  as  heirs  to  any  perfon  whatfo- 
ever,  nor  to  brook  or  enjoy  any 
eftate  by  difpofition,  or  other  con¬ 
veyance,  flowing  from  any  perfon  to 
whom  the  faid  Papifls  might  fuc- 
ceed  as  heirs,  in  any  nia  inter  of 
way,  until  the  faid  heirs  purge 
themfelves  of  Popery,  in  manner 
after  mentioned.  Mr.  Watfon  con¬ 
tended,  that  by  this  add,  Papifls  are 
prohibited  from  fucceeding  as  heirs 
in  any  kind  of  right  whatfoever* 
Mifs  Gordon,  on  the  other  hand, 
maintained  that  the.  fiatute  was  high¬ 
ly  penal,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
rnofl  flridtly  interpreted ;  that  it  con¬ 
tained  no  claufe  prohibiting  perfonS 
from  fucceeding  to  tacks,  but  only 
to  efiates,  which  was  the  true  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  fiatute.  In  fupport  of 
this,  Mifs  Gordon  enumerates  feveii 
of  the  many  rights*  to  which  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  are  entitled  to  fuc- 
ceed,  notwithfianding  the  feverity  of 
the  penal  ftat'utes.  Several  of  the* 
judges  fpoke  at  confiderable  length, 
and  with  great,  ability.  The  court 
was  pleafed  to affoilzie the  defender; 
by  which  decifion  Mifs  Gordon  fuc- 
ceeds  to  this  lucrative  leafe,  of  which 
there?  are.  about  eighteen  years  yet 
to  run. 

28.  The  commifiion  was  opened 
at  Abingdon,  for  holding  the  dikes 
for  this  county,  at  which  Robert 
Tyrell,  for  fheep-ftealing  ;  Jobri 
Armfirong,  for  dealing  a  mare ;  and 
William  Green,  for  a  highway  rob¬ 
bery,  were  capitally  convidded,  but 
were  all  reprieved  before  their  lord- 
fiiips  left  the  place. 

29.  The  alike  for  Oxford  was 
opened,  when  Matthew  Mills,  for 
a  highway  robbery,  was  capitally 
convidded,  and  received  fentence  of 
death. 

20th  nit.  died  at  Longford  in  Ire¬ 
land,  Alexander  Kilpatrick, 
aged  1 16  years  and  fome  months ; 
he  was  formerly  a  colonel  of  an  Irilh 
(C)  regiment 
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regiment  of  foot,  and  ferved  under 
the  duke  of  Marlborough. — And  at 
Durham,  in  the  104th  year  of  his 
age,  William  Fowfon,  vvhowasalfo 
formerly  a  loot  foldier  under  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.  At  St.  Lu- 
car  de  Barrameda,  Donna  Anna 
"Reyna,  ag&d  100  years  and  25  days: 
ihe  had  eleven  children,  59  grand¬ 
children,  and  23  great-grand-chil- 
dren.  She  enjoyed,  through  her 
whole  life,  perfect  health,  and  pre- 
lerved  her  ftreng'h  until  within  two 
years  of  her  death,  when  fne  {offer¬ 
ed  by  the  confequences  of  a  fall  from 
a  horfe.  Her  hair,  which  was  black, 
turned  white  at  the  age  of  forty.  At 
ninety  fire  cut  it  off,  and  when  it 
grew  again,  it  was  of  the  original 
colour,  which  never  afterwards 
charmed.  8he  died  without  having 
known  infirmities,  and  with  the  tran¬ 
quil  ufe  of  her  re  a  fan,  declaring 
that  Hie  felt  no  pain. 

A  U  G  U  S  T. 

i*  A  little  before  twelve  o’clock 
at  night  came  on  a  mod  violent  fform 
of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain, 
which  continued  near  four  hours. 
Conlklerable  damage  was  fuftained 
in  the  cellars  and  warehoufes  at  the 
water-fide,  and  in  fhort  in  almoll  all 
the  low  parts  of  the  metropolis  and 
its  adjacencies. 

2.  William  Peare  was  conviried 
at  Salilbury  of  robbing  the  mail  be¬ 
tween  Marlborough  and  Chippen¬ 
ham,  on  the  4th  of  February,  17S2, 
for  which  he  received  fentence  of 
death,  and  his  body  afterwards  to 
be  hung  in  chains. 

The  town  of  Berolzhelm,  in  the 
margraviate  of  Anfpach,  was  nearly 
reduced  to  a  flies  ;  138  buildings 

were  eon  fumed,  and  the  lofs  efti- 
mated  at  upwards  of  200,000  Bo¬ 
rins. 

They  write  from  Carlfruhe,  that 


the  reigning  margrave  of  Baden  has 
iupprefled  every  kind  of  fervitudo 
which  exifted  in  his  Bates. 

3.  A  mold  violent  ilorm  was  felt 
at  Malfiable,  in  France,  during 
which  there  fell  a  fhower  of  fucli 
prodigious  large  hail,  that  it  beat  in 
mold  of  the  roofs,  damaged  many 
of  the  houfes,  and  deffroyed  the' 
great  eld  part  of  the  harveft,  which 
the  day  before  made  the  mod  pro- 
mifing  appearance.  On  the  fame 
day  and  hour,  a  fimilar  fform  fell  at 
Hainault,  which  was  nearly  equally 
injurious  in  its  effects ;  and  we  learn 
from  Rheims,  that  the  fame  time 
another  fhower  of  hail  fell  there, 
many  of  the  hailldones  of  which  were 
as  large  as  a  hen’s  egg, 

York,  Auguft  3.  The  affizes  for 
this  city  doled,  when  John  Capes, 
John  Ryley,  George  Haigh,  and 
Thomas  Tinfiey,  received  fentence 
of  death. 

P eterjburgh ,  Auguft  7,  The  court 
received  diipatches  from  prince  Po¬ 
temkin,  general  in  chief,  dated  from 
Karas-Bdifar,  in  Crimea.  He  pub- 
liihed  in  that  peninfula,  as  alio  in 
Taman  and  Cuban,  a  manifefto,  in 
which  the  emprefs  difclofes  her  in¬ 
tention  of  annexing  thefe  countries 
to  her  dominions.  Every  where  the 

J 

oaths  were  taken  to  the  emprefs  ; 
and  that  her  fovereigmy  was  efia- 
blifiiing  there  in  a  manner  fo  folid, 
that  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  mat* 
ter  for  the  Turks  to  break  through 
thele  new  engagements. 

Jerfcy ,  Auguft  7.  Five  barrels  of 
powder,  and  three  of  ball  cartridges, 
were  lodged  with  the  utmoft  care  in. 
a  garret.  By  home  caufe,  however, 
which  probably  may  ever  remain  a 
fecrer,  it  blew  up,  or  rather  down, 
carrying  the  fecond  and  firft  Boor 
with  it,  which,  with  the  thick  lions 
walls,  buried  21  men,  one  child, 
and  a  woman  then  big  with  child. 
rl  en  of  the  men  were  dug  out  alive. 
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though  fome  of  them  were  miferably 
torn,  but  it  is  imagined  they  may  re¬ 
cover,  Luckily  it  happened  about 
five  in  the  afternoon,  at  a  time  when 
few  of  the  men  were  in  their  rooms, 
or  it  would  have  been  more  terrible; 
as  it  is,  mod  of  their  arms,  accoutre¬ 
ments,  and  clothing  are  gone. 

Southampton ,  Auguft  8.  The  mayor 
and  corporation  of  this  place  gave 
an  elegant  public  break  fa  ft  at  Mar¬ 
tin’s  rooms,  in  compliment  to  the 
officers  of  the  72ft  regiment,  or 
Royal  Mancheffer  Volunteers,  on 
their  landing  at  that  place  from 
Gibraltar.  The  ferjeants,  corpo¬ 
rals,  and  privates  of  the  regiment 
were  not  negdecfted;  a  furn  of  money 
was  railed  tor  the  purpofe  of  giving 
them  the  old  Englifh  fare  of  roalt 
beef  and  plum-pudding,  and  a  quart 
of  ffrong  beer  each  man,  with  which 
they-  were  entertained,  and  rendered 
completely  happy  on  meeting  with 
inch  attention  and  approbation  from 
their  co  u  n  t  ry  m  e  11 . 

Ended  the  fummer  aftize  for  the 
county  of  EfTex*  at  Chelmsford, 
when  fifteen  prifoners  received  fen- 
tence  of  death  ;  eight  of  thefe  were 
reprieved  before  the  judge  left  the 
town,  and  the  following  (even  re¬ 
main  for  execution.*  viz.  George 
Spradbury,  William  Fox  John 
Staines,  William  Jones  alias  John- 
fon  alias  Chaffernmn,  William 
Thomas,  Richard  Jones,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Jones* 

Eleanor  Hudd,  capitally  convidft- 
ed  at  Salilbury  affixes  for  the  murder 
of  per  baftard  child,  was  executed 
at  Fifherron  gallows,  near  that  city< 

Paris ,  Augujl 7.,  Mr.  Berlin,  mi¬ 
ni  fter  of  ftate,  hath  received  letters 
from  China*  which  announce  an 
event  which  took  place  laft  year  in 
that  empire,  and  is,  perhaps  more 
dreadful  in  its  confequences  than  the 
late  difafters  in  Sicily  and  Calabria. 
We  are  not  yet  able  to  enter  into  a 


particular  detail,  but  the  following 
are  the  heads  of  the  report:  on  the 
2  2d  of  May  1782,  thie  lea  rofe  pro- 
digioufly  high  along  the  eoaft  of 
Fo-kien,  and  the  illand  of  Formofa9' 
diftant  30  leagues  from  the  coafl, 
great  part  of  which  was  laid,  and 
remained  for  eight  hours  under  wa¬ 
ter,  and  buried,  imifienfe  as  it  was, 
its  inhabitants,  and  buildings,  under 
a  heap  of  rub'bifh  and  ruin.  The 
emperor  of  China,  de (irons  of  view¬ 
ing  the  effedts  of  th®  dreadful  defo- 
lation,  left  his  capital,  and  in  his 
progrefs  through  the  provinces,  his 
majefty  heard  the  cries  and  lamen¬ 
tations  of  his  fubjebfs,  heavily  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  vexations  eiercifed 
by  the  mandarins.  This  roufedthe 
monarch  to  a  fenfe  of  juffice,  and 
no  lefs  than  300  of  thole  extortion¬ 
ers  were  put  to  death.  Forty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  have  been  drown¬ 
ed,  and  all  the  parts  of  the  eartK 
wrhich  projedfed  into  the  fea  have 
been  feparated  and  thrown  into  it, 
where  they  form  a  fed i mein  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  ThCfe  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  iflands  of  Ponzhou  and 
many  others,  the  forts  of  Zelande, 
of  Ngan,  and  Pinrgt-Chmgi  have, 
difappeared,  as  well  as  the  little  hills 
upon  which  they  were  Built.  It 
appears  that  hiftory  no  where  re¬ 
cords  a  difafter  more  terrible. 

Dijon ,  in  France,  Augujl  8.  The 
horrors  of  war  were  no  fooner  re¬ 
moved  than  a  calamity  of  the  mold 
fliocking  kind  befel  the  inhabitants 
of  this  and  the  adjoining;  towns  and 
villages.  A  great  number  of  wild 
beafts  have  broke  in  upon  us,  and 
dene  incredible  mifehief,  upwards 
of  fifty  women  and  children  have 
been  devoured  within  thefe  laft  five 
weeks. 

LitcbfielJ  Aug,  9.  A  few  days 
fince  this  city  was  honoured  by  a 
moft  extraordinary  vi’fit :  a  petfon 
from  London,  lately  a  chinrmey- 
(C  2 )  fweepef^ 
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fweeper,  arrived  in  a  pofi-chaife  and 
four,  and  took  pofieffion  of  a  very 
confiderable  property  left  him  by  an 
old  aunt,  amounting  as  is  generally 
fuppofed  to-  18  thoufand  pounds, 
and  a  farm,  about  a  mile  from,  the 
city,  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  freehold. 

Hanover ,  Aug,  &.  His  royal 
ifghnefs  prince  William  Henry, 
third  Ion  of  the  king  of  England, 
arrived  here  from  London  on  Sun¬ 
day  laid. 

Naples ,  Aug,  9.  On  the  29th 
pad,  at  one  in  the  morning,  a  vio¬ 
lent  fhock  of  an  earthquake  hap¬ 
pened  again  at  Calabria,  which 
threw  the  whole  country  into  an 
alarm.  At  fix  the  fame  morning, 
they  had  another  more  violent  and 
longer  than  any  that  had  happened 
before,  inflomuch  that  the  barracks 
now  feemed  not  fafe,  and  every 
body  fled  into  the  fields.  Four  vil¬ 
lages,  which  had  been  fpared  before,, 
were  overturned  Cotona  alfo  dif¬ 
fered  confiderably,,  and  the  new 
buildings  begun  at  Cozenza  are  lb 
lhattered,  that  they  mult  be  pulled 
down.  It  is  not  faid  w'herher  any 
perfons  have  perilled,  but  the  com¬ 
motion  was  felt  fo  firongly  at  Mef- 
fina,  that  it  again  did  confiderable 
damage  there. 

Madrid ,  Aug.  10.  Accounts  are 
received  from  Don  Barcelo,  men¬ 
tioning,  that  after  arriving  within 
eight  miles  of  Algiers,  his  fleet  was 
difperfed  by  a  violent  eaft  wind,  but 
that  uniting  again,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  in  the  Bay  of  Al¬ 
giers  on  the  29th  of  laft  month,  and 
began  the  bombardment  of  that  place 
on  the  ill  infiant,  which  was  warm¬ 
ly  returned  by  the  fortrefs ;  on  the 
2d  he  bombarded  it  again,  when  22 
row-galleys  fet  out  from  the  Mole 
in  order  to  endeavour  to  break  the 
Spanilh  line,  but  were  foon  repulf- 
cd.  On  that  day  5,75  bombs  were 


thrown  into  the  place,  which  fet 
fire  to  it  in  two  places.  The  Dey* 
during  the  bombardment,  obliged 
the  Chriftian  Haves  to  work  bn  the 
breaches  made  by  the  artillery  and 
bombs,  araidll  fhowers  of  {hot,  and 
in  fight  of  the  Spanifh  fleet,  which 
neverthelefs  continued  the  attack 
without  remiflion,  frequently  fetting 
fire  to  the  city  in  five  or  fix  places  at 
once:  the  Spaniards,  however  did 
not  think  proper  to  land,  and  only 
once  made  a  difpofition  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  when  the  countenance  kept 
up  by  the  Moorilh  troops  obliged 
the  boats  to  return  to  the  {hipping*. 
The  lofs  of  the  Moors  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  confiderable,  as  they 
expofed  themfelves  in  whole  troops 
to  the  fhot  of  the  fleet,  and  gave  fe- 
veral  infiances  of  the  moft  daring 
valour ;  but,  fortunately  for  the 
Spaniards,  their  ignorance  in  work¬ 
ing  the  great  guns  rendered  their 
moft  formidable  batteries  of  little 
efficacy,  which  otberwife  might  have 
made  great  havoc  among  them. 

On  the  4thr  the  general  made  a 
new  attack,  which  began  at  a  quar¬ 
ter  after  five  in  the  morning,  and 
ended  at  half  pafi  feven.  He  threw- 
5  5 bombs,  and  490  bullets,  which 
did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  to  the 
buildings  and  fortifications.  At  the 
fame  time  he  repulfed  with  lofs  fe- 
veral  of  the  enemy^s  fllips,  which 
attempted  to  get  near  him.  The 
wind  did  not  permit  him  to  renew 
the  attack  that  day,  as  he  intended, 
having  recruited  the  bomb -ketches 
and  cannonading  Hoops  with  am¬ 
munition.  This  forced  him  to  re¬ 
main  i  nadfive  alfo  the  next  "day,  but 
the  wind  changing  on  the  th  there* 
were  two  attacks,  one  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  other  in  the  afternoon ; 
thefe  had  the  greatefi  effedt.  A 
number  of  houfes  were  deftroyed, 
fome  burnt,  and  the  inhabitants 
feen  flying  in  diforder  out  of  the 

town*. 
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town*  On  the  7th  there  were  two 
more,  with  the  like  fuccefs.  Thefe 
were  repeated  again  the  8th,  in  ipite 
of  the  winds  and  waves.  On  the 
otb,  the  general  having  nearly  ex - 
haufted  his  ammunition,  and  feeing 
the  feafon  advance,  the  weather  dill 
contrary,  and  announcing  a  change, 
he  refumed  his  route  for  Cartha- 
gena,  leaving  behind  him  the  S. 
Pafchai  fnip,  with  the  Rofe  frigate 
and.  S.  Sebadian  chebec,  to  cruize 
in  the  Bay,  Thefe  vi fits  to  Algiers, 
it  is  faid,  are  to  be  repeated  every 
year.  The  number  of  bombs  thrown 
into  the  town  is  373  2,  and  that  of 
balls  3833  ;  thofe  thrown  from  the 
town  were  399  bombs,  and  11,284 
balls.  The  lofs  of the  Spaniards  con- 
fid  in  24  dead,  one  of  whom  was  an 
officer,  and  three  officers  and  thir¬ 
teen  failors  wounded. 

Frankfort  on  the  Maine ,  Aug .  1 1. 
A  fire  broke  out  at  Querfurt,  which 
reduced  80  houfes  to  afhes,  and  ai¬ 
med  as  many  granaries  filled  with 
the  produce  of  the  lad  harved. 

Sheernefs ,  Aug .  1 1 .  This  morn- 
ing  four  of  the  feamen  who  belong¬ 
ed  to  his  majedy’s  drip  Raifonable, 
and  who  were  condemned  to  die, 
by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial 
held  on  them  at  Chatham  in  the 
month  of  July  lad,  were  difpofed 
of  in  the  following  manner,  in  order 
for  execution  :  the  Scipio,  Didfator, 
Carnatic,  and  Thetis,  were  the  fhips 
appointed  for  this  folemn  feene;  one 
being  ordered  to  be  executed  on 
board  of  each.  But  the  man  who 
was  to  receive  his  punifhment  on 
board  the  Thetis,  was  reprieved  juft 
before  the  fignal  was  given.  The 
other  three  were  hanged,  by  being 
drawn  up  to  the  yard-arm  at  the 
firing  of  a  gun ;  a  yellow  flag  was 
flying  from  each  fliip  during  the 
execution. 

Torky  Aug .  12.  An  action  was 
tried,  brought  by  qui  tarn,  on  the 


flat ute  of  ufury  for  difeounting  bills* 
and  receiving  a  larger  rate  of  filte¬ 
red  than  the  law  allows.  The  wit- 
nefs,  upon  whofe  Angle  tedimony 
this  adtion  was  fupported,  was  a 
young  tradefman  of  family  and  dha~ 
radler,  but  went  through  a  long  and 
fevere  crofs-examination  by  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  defendant.  The  rate  of 
intered  was  near  ftxteen  per  cenU 
and  as  bills  were  commonly  dif- 
counted  here  about  that  premium* 
it  was  become  a  caufe  of  great  ex¬ 
pedition.  The  jury  gave  a  verdidt 
for  treble  of  the  whole  difeounted, 
viz.  3600I.  When  the  jury  de¬ 
livered  this  judgment,  the  judge 
faid,  he  applauded  the  fpirit  of  the 
witnefs  for  bringing  the  caufe  into 
court ;  at  the  fame  time  he  thought 
the  verdidt  too  fevere,  for  it  might: 
be  the  entire  ruin  of  the  defendant 
and  his  family.  He  therefore  lub~ 
mitted  to  the  jury,  whether  it  would 
not  be  right  to  reconfider  their  ver¬ 
didt.  which  they  did,  and  gave 

39°1. 

Stockholm ,  Aug .  12.  A  few  days 
ago  an  ecclefiadic  of  diftindtion  ar¬ 
rived  here,  charged  with  a  corn- 
mi  fti  on  from  the  court  of  Rome  for 
making  fome  arrangements  relative 
to  the  free  exerrife  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  which  his  majefty  has 
granted,  under  certain  redridtions 
to  be  agreed  on. 

1 2.  Being  the  day  on  which  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs  George  prince  of  Wales 
came  of  age,  the  fame  was  obferved 
with  every  demondration  of  joy. 

13.  Several  naval  officers  obtain¬ 
ed  leave  of  the  Board  to  go  to  Ruf- 
fia,  to  ferve  on  board  the  Ruffian 
navy. 

Mr.  deputy  recorder  made  the  re¬ 
port  to  his  majefty  of  the  convidis 
under  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate, 
when  John  Morelia,  John  Fentum, 
Richard  Pratt,  William  Smith, 
James  Grant,  George  Adams,  John 
(C  3)  Betton, 
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Betton,  and  Thomas  Davis,  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  the  20th 
inftant. 

Havre,  Aug,  13.  Since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prelent  month, 
{even  veffels  have  been  loft  in  thun¬ 
der  ftorms  (which  have  been  violent 
beyond  defcription)  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Seine.  ' 

14.  There  was  a  ftorm  in  the  pa- 
rilhes  of  Cunaulr,  Milly,  and  the 
two  Gennes,  four  leagues  from  Sau- 
mur,  in  France,  of  which  there  is  no 
example.  There  was  no  hail,  but 
the  rain  was  fuch  that  it  overflowed 
Cunaulr,  where  the  church,  in  lefs 
than  three  minutes,  was  filled  with 
water  to  the  height  of  •  o  or  1  1  feet. 
The  filter  of  the  rector  alone  peri  fo¬ 
od,  in  driving  to  five  the  ornaments. 
A  man  having  fwam  to  an  altar,  re¬ 
mained  upon  it  five  hours  by  cling¬ 
ing  to  a  pillar,  up  to  the  neck  in 
Water.  At  the  two  Gennes,  twenty 
houfes  have  been  deftroyed  and  fe- 
yer.il  mills  waflied  away.  A  car¬ 
penter,  named  Hardouin,  having 
eicaped  the  danger,  encountered  it 
again  to  lave  his  neighbours  ;  he 
ran  on  every  ftde  where  he  heard 
any  cries,  and  20  perfons,  moftly 
women  and  children,  owe  their  pre- 
iervation  to  him*,  but  himfelf  pe- 
rifhed  at  laft,  exhaufted  with  fa- 
tigue,  as  he  was  fwimming  to  gain 
a  rifing  ground,  a  door,  which  the 
impetuosity  of  the  Waters  (hut  on  a 
bidden,  caught  one  of  his  legs,  and 
lie  could  not  difengage  it.  He  has 
left  a  widow  and  three  children,  the 
eldeft  not  five  years  old.  At  Milly, 
feveral  houfes  and  barns  were  car¬ 
ried  away,  and  a  great  deal  of  cattle 
loft.  The  damage  fufhdned  by  the 
three  pari  flies  is  very  confiderable. 
All  the  harveft  was  deftroyed. 

BrUiol ,  Aug  14.  A  1110ft  extra - 
o  d  inary  animal  came  in  with  the 
tide,  and  was  not  perceived  tillin' 
^tempting  to  get  through  the  bridge 


it  ftuck  fo  fall,  that  it  could  neither 
move  backwards  nor  forwards.  AD 
ter  a  great  deal  of  trouble  it  was  fe- 
cured,  and  brought  on  fhore,  but 
not  before  it  tore  a  man’s  leg  in  the 
ftefliy  part  very  dangeroufly.  The 
head  of  it  refembles  that  of  an  osr 
without  horns ;  there  are  two  fore 
legs,  with  cloven  feet,  and  a  large 
tuft  of  hair  in  the  middle  of  its  fore¬ 
head  ;  the  teeth  are  about  two  inches 
and  a  half  long,  delicately  white, 
and  very  acute;  from  the  moulders 
it  gradually  decreaies  til!  you  come 
to  the  tail,  which  is  uncommonly 
large;  it  has  two  large  fins  under 
the  extreme  part  of  its  belly. 

15,  A  hay-ftack  at  Potton  took 
fire,  and  the  flames  fpread  with  fuch 
rapidity  as  to  con  fume  feveral  houfes, 
among* which  was  the  Crown  Inn; 
the  George  Inn  had  taken  fire,  and 
the  flames  raged  with  the  utmoft 
fury,  to  the  lois  of  feveral  thoufand 
pounds. 

f  6.  The  affixes  for  Exeter  ended, 
and  was,  we  are  forry  to  lay,  an 
aflize  of  more  bulinefs  than  has  been 
for  many  years.  There  were  nine¬ 
ty-two  prifoners  tried  for  capital  of¬ 
fences,  twenty-one  were  fentenced 
to  be  hanged,  two  of  which  were 
hung  on  Hall-Down  yefterday,  for 
the  two  rnoft  horrid  murders,  one 
for  the  murder  of  his  mafter,  and 
the  other,  a  boy  of  fifteen,  for  the 
cruel  murder  of  his  comrade.  Thir¬ 
ty-five  of  the  above  prifoners  were 
committed  from  Plymouth. 

A  young  gentleman  of  refpedfable 
family  was  convidled  of  counterfeit- 
ing  the  band-writing  of  the  honour¬ 
able  Mr.  Wemyfs,  member  of  par¬ 
liament  for  the  county  of  Suther¬ 
land,  and. the  fuperfeription  of  fe¬ 
veral  letters  which  were  lent  by  the 
poll,  in  order  to  avoid  the  expence 
of  poftage,  and  received  lentence 
of  tranfportation  for  feven  years. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  fum- 
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mit  of  Vefuvius  has  fallen  into  the 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  which,  fince 
the  1 8th  of  la  ft  month,  is  of  a  very 
great  depth.  This  enormous  mafs, 
which  was  the  brim  or  border  of  the 
other,  and  which  it  was  thought 
would  have  partly  filled  it  up,  has 
only  funk  it  the  deeper.  Two  holes 
are  formed  in  the  bottom,  from 
whence  there  ifiued  fire  for  fome 
hours,  which  is  replaced  by  a  thick 
fmokeof  long  continuance. 

ip.  One  of  the  king’s  me  fie  Ti¬ 
gers  arrived  with  the  ratification 
of  the  prbvifional  articles,  which 
was  exchanged  on  the  13th  inft. 
at  Paris,  between  his  majefty’s 
plenipotentiary  and  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

18.  At  1 1  minutes  after  nine  in 
the  evening,  a  very  lingular  phe¬ 
nomenon  was  feen  at  Greenwich. 
It  being  rather  dark,  a  bidden  and 
uncommon  light  appeared,  without 
any  caufe  then  vifible,  for  full  two 
minutes;  then  appeared  this  phe¬ 
nomenon,  coming  from  the  N.N.W. 
perfectly  horizontal  in  its  courfe, 
and  without  any  vibration,  conti¬ 
nued  to  the  S.S  E.  It  pafied  over 
Greenwich,  and  near  the  Royal 
Oofervatory,  till  the  elevated  trees 
in  the  park  took  it  from  the  fight. 
Though  it  was  tranfifory,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  not  rapid,  for  you  could  dif- 
tindfly  difeover  its  form,  colour,  &c. 
Its  duration  was  near  two  minutes, 
during  which  there  was  no  varia¬ 
tion  in  its  luflre.  Its  magnitude  and 
animated  effedl,  made  it  appear  near 
our  earth.  Two  bright  balls  pa¬ 
rallel  to  each  other,  led  the  way, 
the  apparent  diameter  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  about  two  feet,  and 
were  followed  by  an  expulfion  of 
eight  others,  not  elliptical,  feeming 
gradually  to  mutilate,  for  the  lafi 
was  fmall.  Between  each  ball,  a 
luminous,  fetrated  body  extended, 
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and  at  the  la  ft  a  blaze  ifTued,  and 
terminated  in  a  point.  Minute  par¬ 
ticles  dilated  from  the  whole.  While 
this  luminary  was  palling,  the  at- 
mofphere  was  exceedingly  bright; 
but  immediately  after  it  became 
dark,  though  the  moon  was  up. 
The  phenomenon  which  appeared  in 
1716,  and  continued  from  eight  in 
the  evening  till  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  was,  like  the  prelent,  not  lo¬ 
cal ;  for  it  has  been  feen  in  m oft 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  notwithhand- 
ing  it  was  not  lubjedt  to  the  great 
vibrations  of  the  former.  The  balls 
were  partially  bright,  as  imagina¬ 
tion  can  fugged;  the  intermediate 
fpaces,  not  fo  exquifite  in  their  co¬ 
lourings  The  babs  were  tinted  far  ft 
by  a  pure  bright  light,  then  follow¬ 
ed  a  tender  yellow,  mixed  with  a- 
zure,  red,  green,  &c.  which,  with 
a  coalition  of  bolder  tints,  and  a  re- 
fledtion  from  the  other  balls,  gave 
the  moft  beautiful  rotundity  and  va-. 
riation  of  colours,  that  the  human 
eye  could  be  charmed  with  rl  he 
fudden  illumination  of  the  atmof- 
phere,  the  form,  and  fingular  tran- 
fition  of  this  bright  luminary,  ren¬ 
dered  much  to  make  it  awful;  ne- 
verthelefs  the  amazing  vivid  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  different  balls,  and  other 
rich,  connedlive  parts,  not  very  eafy 
to  delineate,  gave  an  effiedt  equal  to 
the  rainbow,  in  the  full  zenith  of 
its  glory.  It  appeared  alfo  almoif 
all  over  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain 
nearly  at  the  fame  time,  as  well  as 
in  France,  Flanders,  &c. 

A  chemift  at  Paris,  who  had  work-* 
ed  in  the  laboratory  of  monfieur 
Macquer,  employed  himfelf  in  mak¬ 
ing  experiments  on  gun-powder,  to 
fee  if  he  could  not  add  y ery  much 
to  the  ffrength,  he  nearly  ruined 
himfelf  in  this  purfuit,  but  at  laid, 
obferving  that  the  date  of  the  air 
had  a  great  effedt  upon  his  opera¬ 
tions,  he  tried  the  materials  In  the 
(C  q)  exhaufted, 


(40)  -P  R  1  N  e  I  P  A  L  [Auguft, 


exhaulled  receiver  of  an  air  pump, 
into  which  he  let  various  forts  of 
factitious  air,  and  found  an  incre¬ 
dible  llrength  derived  from  agitat¬ 
ing  them  in  volatile  alkaline  air,  in- 
fomuch,  that  he  made  art  ounce  of 
gun- powder,  that  had  the  ftrength 
of  lix  ounces  of  the  common.  He 
was  employed  by  the  direction  of 
the  fecretary  of  ilate  lor  the  war  de¬ 
partment. 

A  new  lighthoufe  of  a  circular 
conftrudtion  has  lately  been  eredled 
on  the  extremity  of  the  Idle  of 
Wight,  near  the  Needles,  for  the 
greater  fafety  of  the  {hipping  com- 
ing  through  that  paffage  to  Portf- 
mouth. 

Thomas  Percival,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S» 
and  S.  A,  Sfc.  was  appointed  p red- 
dent,  and  James  Malfey,  Efq  Rev. 
Thomas  Barnes,  Alexander  Eafon, 
M.  D.  Rev.  Samuel  Hall,  A.  M. 
Charles  White,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  Mr. 
Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.  S.  Mr.  Geo. 
Bew,  and  Mr.  Ifaac  MolTe,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  governors  to  the  new  col¬ 
lege  inllituted  at  Manchefter.  The 
ledlures  for  the  enfuing  feffion  were, 

I.  On  practical  Mathematics, 
The  principal  branches  of  Natural 
and  Experimental  Philofophy,  Geo¬ 
graphy,  and  the  ufe  of  Globes ;  by 
Sir.  Henry  Clerke. 

II.  On  Chemidry,  with  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  arts  and  manufactures ;  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.  S. 

III.  On  the  Theory  or  Hidory 
of  the  fine  Arts  ;  by  Mr.  Qeorge 
Bew. 

IV.  On  the  Origin,  Hidory,  and 
Progrefsof  Arts,  Manufactures,  and 
Commerce.  The  commercial  laws 
and  regulations  of  different  coun¬ 
tries;  the  nature  of  commutative 
Judice;  of  Oaths,  Contracts,  and 
Other  branches  of  commercial  Ethics, 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barnes. 

Were  executed,  on  Sutton  Com¬ 
mon  ,  pear  Warminller,  Wi{ts, 


Matthew  Gardiner  and  John  Wheel¬ 
er,  for  robbing  and  maiming  Benja¬ 
min  Ribbeck,  of  Stockton. 

19.  Ended  the  affixes  at  New- 
cadis,  when  George  Alexander  Rods 
alias  George  Chridie,  for  forgery, 
received  fentence  of  death. 

At  the  fame  time  ended  theaffizes 
for  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
when  William  Fairbridge,  for  fe¬ 
lony,  received  fentence  of  death. 

Warfa<w%  Aug .  20.  According  ta 
the  lad  advices  from  the  Ruffian 
army,  Crimea  and  Cuban  have  al¬ 
ready  taken  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to 
the  emprefs,  which  ceremony  took 
up  three  days. 

2 1 ,  The  affixes  ended  at  Durham, 
when  Robert  Story,  Eleanor  Turn- 

t  s' 

bull,  William  Elwin,  and  Thomas 
Watfon  alias  Wilfon,  received  fen¬ 
tence  of  death. 

Were  capitally  convidted  at  Cro.y-, 
don  affixes  the  four  following  con- 
vidts,  viz.  John  Hatch,  W.  Lucas., 
John  Lawfon,  W.  Holmes,  and  T,. 
Lam  at ;  they  all  received  fentence 
immediately  after  the  jury  found 
them  guilty.  Next  day,  four  more 
were  capitally  convidted,  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  death  was  immediately  pair¬ 
ed  on  them. 

At  Buckingham  affixes,  a  caufe 
came  on  to  be  tried  before  Mr.  Ba¬ 
ron  Hotham,  and  a  fpecial  jury,  on 
an  adlion  brought  by  Thomas  Shep¬ 
pard,  of  Thornton,  Efq.  againft 
Mr.  James  Bradford,  of  Bucking-? 
ham,  for  the  recovery  of  40I.  the 
amount  of  feveral  penalties,  upon 
the  llatute  for  keeping  and  ufing 
greyhounds,  lurchers,  &c,  as  an  un¬ 
qualified  perfon  ;  when,  after  a 
bearing  of  upwards  of  three  hours, 
the  defendant  having  proved  a  clear 
qualification,  a  verdidl  was  given  ini 
his  favour. 

At  the  affixes  for  Northampton- 
fhire  four  prisoners  received  fentence 
of  death o 

At 
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At  Oakham  there  was  no  bufinefs 
whatever;  to  the  honour  of  the 
countv,  not  a  prifoner  in  confine¬ 
ment. 

At  the  affizes  at  Bury,  a  caufe 
was  tried,  in  which  Mil's  R — — n, 
of  Beccles,  was  plaintiff,  and  a  wo¬ 
man  of  the  fame  place  defendant. 
The  action  was  brought  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff  for  defamation,  and  by  that 
means  preventing  an  advantageous 
marriage  with  a  young  clergyman. 
After  a  trial  of  four  hours,  a  verdiCt 
of  5 oh  damages  was  given  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  cofls  of  fuit. 

At  Lincoln  affixes,  fix  prifoners 
\vere  capitally  convicted,  and  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  viz,  Ed¬ 
ward  Perplar,WilliamDale,  Matthew 
Wilfon,  Thomas  Bolton,  George 
Andrew,  and  Thomas  Shaw. 

At  the  fame  place  was  tried,  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe  of  great  confe¬ 
rence  to  the  landed  intereft  of  this 
kingdom,  between  —  Peart,  Efq. 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Long  Sutton, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  fe¬ 
deral  owners  and  occupiers  of  land 
in  that  parifh,  againil  the  impro¬ 
priator  and  vicar  thereof,  on  an  iffiic 
diredled  from  the  court  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  to  try  the  validity  of  a  mo¬ 
dus  fet  up  by  the  parifh  againil  the 
vicar’s  claim  to  agillment  tithe 
of  barren  and  unprofitable  cattle. 
The  evidence  on  both  iides  being 
mod  ably  fummed  up  by  the 
learned  judge,  after  a  trial  of  nine 
hours,  the  jury  withdrew  for  about 
an  hour,  and  returned  with  .a  ver¬ 
dict  in  favour  of  the  modus,  to 
the  entire  fatisfadlion  of  the  court.. 

22.  Mr.  Deputy  Recorder  made 
his  report  to  his  majeity  of  the  con¬ 
victs  in  Newgate  who  was  convicted 
at  the  laft  feffions.  When  William 
Wynne  Ryland,  John  Ferdinando 
Lloyd,  John  Edwards,  James  Brown 
ffiias  Otley,  John  Rivers  alias  Davis, 


(4‘) 

Jacob  Ringrofs  Atkins,  Thomas 
Burgefs,  and  William  Spong,  were 
ordered  for  execution  the  26th.  inft. 

The  affizes  for  the  county  ofSuf- 
fex  ended,  at  which  eleven  prifon-t 
ers  were  tried,  five  of  whom  received 
fentence  of  death. 

Paris,  Aug.  22.  We  are  inform¬ 
ed,  by  letters  from  Coromandel, 
which  came  by  the  way  of  England, 
that  Hyder  Ali  on  his  death -bed, 
bequeathed  200,000  roupees  to  the 
commander  de  SufFrein,  which  have 
been  paid  him  by  an  ambaftador 
font  to  him  by  Tippo  Saib. 

24.  A  moil  dreadful  accident  hap¬ 
pened  in  May-lane,  Dublin,  where 
a  number  of  people  had  afiernbled 
at  a  wake,  the  floor  broke  down, 
and  pulled  along  with  it  the  rear 
walls  of  the  building,  fourteen  per¬ 
forms  were  dug  out  of  the  ruins  quite 
dead,  and  a  number  of  others  molt 
Ibockingly  bruifed. 

Forre j,  Aug.  25.  About  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  our  biidge 
fell  down,  and,  I  am  lorry  to  in¬ 
form  you,  there  were  a  great  many 
people  hurt,  fome  are  fince  dead. 
This  unlucky  accident  was  occa- 
fioned  by  a  horfe’s  being  frighted  at 
a  foldier’s  drum,  and  jumping  over 
the  bridge,  and  taking  the  fide  along 
with  him  ;  upwards  of  20  people  fell 
over  with  him. 

Venire ,  Aug.  26.  The  little  re-; 
public  of  Ragufa  having  perceived 
troubles  likely  to  arife  in  this  part 
of  Europe,  has  for  ever  put  itfelf 
under  the  protection  of  the  court  of 
Naples,  whiefy  has  guarantied  to 
it  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  ancient 
privileges. 

26.  H.  Simmonds  and  Mary  Ba-? 
kerwere  executed,  purfuant  to  their, 
fentence,  in  Mint-ftreet  Square,  in 
the  Borough,  for  the.  murder  of  a 
man  in  Mint  fireet,  whom  they 
threw  head  foremofi  into  the  fireet. 

At  the  affizes  ior  Chefier,  the  two 

following 
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following  per fons  received  fentence 
of  death  ;  Betty  Wood,  for  the  wil¬ 
ful  murder  of  James  Sirrifter,  by  in¬ 
filling  a  quantity  of  arfenic  in  a  pie, 
which  die  gave  him,  and  which  (he 
having  eaten  a  part)  put  a  period  to 
liis  exigence  in  a  few  hours :  alfo 
Thomas  Robin fon,  for  dealing  a 
horfe,  and  likewife  for  burglarioudy 
entering  the  dwelling- ho ufe  of  John 
Bailey,  and  dealing  thereout  a  iiiver 
watch 

At  the  adizes  for  Somerfetlhire, 
which  ended  at  Bridgwater,  60  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  19  of  whom  were 
capitally  convidted.  Before  the 
judge  left  the  town  he  was  pleafed 
to  reprieve  1 4.  of  them  on  condition 
of  tranfportation  for  14  years,  and 
to  order  the  other  five  for  execution 
at  Ivelchefter. 

27.  The  fird  air  ballon  was  let  up 
at  Paris  by  M.  Mongolfier. 

Edinburgh,  Aug.  2 7.  Lad  night, 
about  feven  o’clock,  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  rock,  called  Salifbury 
Craigs,  fell  down,  with  a  noife  that 
was  by  many  people  who  heard  it 
taken  for  thunder.  Providentially, 
from  the  badnefs  of  the  weather, 
no  perfon  was  within  reach  of  the 
danger. 

The  records  of  the  Ead  India 
company  fatally  prove  [he  lols  ol  the 
following  drips.  The 
Elizabeth 
Winchelfea 
Holder  riels 
Albion  , 

Falmouth 
Lord  Clive 
Earl  of  Chatham 
Lord  Holland 
Vereld 

Duke  of  Albany 
Lord  Mansfield 
H  untingdon 
Royal  Captain 
A  fra 


Valentine 

York 

Colebrooke 

Stafford 

London 

General  Barker 
Earl  ol  Dartmouth 
G  rofvenor 


1775 

1776 

1 779 
1  7  7  9 

1 779 

1780 

1782 

1782 


Earl  ol  Hertford  1782 
Brilliant  1782 

B elides  the  capture  of  the  Wal¬ 
pole,  Ollerley,  Hilllborough,  Royal 
George,  Gratton,  Mountdewart,  and 
Fortitude,  within  the  fame  period. 

29.  Were  executed  at  Heavitree, 
near  Exeter,  John  Pidgeon,  Patrick 
Dogherty,  and  Simon  Frazer,  three 
bailors,  for  robbing  Mr.  Brimble- 
comb  and  -  Mr.  Cooke,  near  Ply¬ 
mouth- Dock;  Amos  Hatherly,  for 
robbing  farmer  Veale  on  the  high- 
way,  a3  he  was  returning  from  Ug- 
borough  lair,  of  a  purfe  containing 
nine  guineas ;  Simon  Mailers,  a 
waggoner,  for  robbing  Mrs.  Anne 
Cook  (a  parienger  in  the  waggon  he 
was  then  driving  as  a  fubriitute  for 
his  brother)  of  14s.  and  Elizabeth 
Rumbelow  and  Richard  Mann,  for 
deep-dealing.  They  all  behaved 
with  great  decency,  and  confeffed. 
their  guilt. 

30.  An  adtion  was  brought  again  ft 
the  corporation  of  Carlifie  for  hav¬ 
ing  a  llell  acrofs  the  river  Eden  at 


1763 

R  ingarth,  by  the  proprietors  of  the 

1764 

water  above  the  ftell.  Altera  fliort 

1764 

hearing,  Judge  Duller  obferved,  it 

1764 

was  unnecedary  to  proceed,  as  there 

1766 

was  an  exprefs  ail  of  parliament  to 

1767 

prevent  any  river  in  Great  Britain 

1768 

having  dells  acrofs,  and  the  jury 

i?69 

gave  their  verdidt  accordingly.  The 

1 77  * 

corporation  let  the  fifhery  the  lad 

1772 

three  years  for  83  5I.  per  annum. 

L73 

Died,  aged  widow  Keepus, 

1 774 

of  the  parifti  of  St.  Mary  Norwich, 

G74 

who  fince  the  year  1757  has  been 

j  774  condemned 

tapped  for  the  dropfy  8b  times,  and 

*7  75 

6353  pints  of  water  taken  from  her, 

amounting 
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amounting  very  nearly  to  8?.  pints 
each  tapping.  One  hundred  and 
eight  pints  have  been  drawn  off  at 
one  operation  —-At  Ilford,  in  Effex, 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Woodgate,  aged  107. 
—  In  the  1  ogd  year  of  her  age,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  St.  John,  a  maiden  lady, 
daughter  to  James  St.  John,  Efq. 
formerly  an  eminent  goldfmith  in 
Lom bard -ffreet.— Near  Ofweffry,  in 
Shropflrire,  aged  100  years,  one 
Mary  Jones. 

S'EPTEMBE  R. 

Ext  raff  of  a  letter  from  Madras , 

dated  the  3  \Jt  of  January,  received 

in  September . 

The  Medea,  which  failed  fome 
days  fince  for  Cuddalore,  returned 
this  evening  with  a  Dutch  50  gun 
flip,  which  flie  had  cut  out  under 
the  batteries  that  had  been  eredted 
011  the  beach  at  Cuddalore,  after  an 
a  (Ton  of  one  hour  and  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes;  there  were  feveral  killed  on 
board  the  Dutch  fhip,  and  two  or 
three  llightly  wounded  in  the  Me¬ 
dea.  She  came  from  Batavia  with 
ftores,  part  of  which  fhe  had  land¬ 
ed. 

The  Dutch  {hip  taken  by  the 
Medea  is  capable  of  mounting  50 
guns,  and  had  00  guns  on  board 
her  belonging  to  the  Bizarre  that 
was  loft.  The  Dutch  captain  was 
on  Hi  ore,  he  had  applied  to  the 
French  commandant  for  fome  troops 
to  defend  her,  which  were  rcfufed, 
as  fhe  was  thought  to  be  perfectly 
fafe  under  the  cannon  of  -the  fort, 
of  which  the  lieutenant  was  fo  well 
convinced,  that  he  negledted  load¬ 
ing  the  guns  on  that  hde.  The 
Medea  boldly  ran  between  the  fort 
and  the  (hip,  and  began  a  brifk  at¬ 
tack.  What  guns  the  fort  fired, 
did  more  mifchief  to  the  Dutch  fhip 
than  to  the  Medea  :  after  en^affintr 

,  ’  O'  o  & 

an  hour,  me  1 truck,  but  not  fill  the 
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lieutenant  had  formed  a  refolution  of 
running  her  afhore,  which  captain 
Gore  perceiving,  declared  he  would 
board  and  put  every  man  to  death  if 
they  artempred  it.  This  threat 
made  them  defifi.  Four  French 
officers  of  rank  were  on  board  ;  and 
had  the  Medea  arrived  an  hour  later, 
file  probably  would  have  taken  moffi 
of  the  officers  of  the  garrifon,  who 
were  to  have  dined  on  board  that 
day. 

Extraff  of  a  letter  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Madras  to  their  Ju  is  ordin¬ 
ate  fettlements . 

General  Matthews,  on  the  17th 
of  January  laid,  took  poffeiiion  of 
Bedanore  and  Candapore  without 
firing  a  gun,  and  the  whole  coun¬ 
try*  except  Mangalore,  yielded  in 
confequence.  In  the  former  of  the 
above  forts  were  three  battalions  of 
col.  Baillie’s  leapoys,  who  were  re¬ 
leafed;  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
cavalry  have  been  taken,  and  many 
pieces  of  cannon  from  the  different 
forts ;  alfo  three  fifty  gun  fliips. 
General  Matthews  defcribes  the 
Gauts  as  a  ftrong  barrier  between 
him  and  the  My  fore  country,  the 
eafieff  afcent  being  feven  miles  for¬ 
ward,  and  all  the  palfes  fortified. 
Capt.  Donald  Campbell,  who  was  a 
priloner  in  Hyder-nagur  or  Beda¬ 
nore,  was  lent  out  to  general 
Matthews  to  make  terms,  which 
w’ere  immediately  granted  ;  that  the  ■ 
Manager  fliould  continue  in  the  fame 
appointment  as  under  Hyder. 

Col.  Macleod,  as  ufual,  behaved 
nobly  ;  he  attacked  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  made  a  great  daughter 
of  them,  with  fome  lofs  on  his  fide. 
Capt.  Haflop,  of  the  royal  artillery, 
was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  cannon 
ball. 

A  detachment  went  again  ft 
Mangalore,  which  was  expedted  to 
fall  immediately ;  afterwards  the 
army  was  to  move  for  Syringapatam. 

Konig - 
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Konigjberg ,  Befit*  3.  The  wife  of 
a  merchant  in  this  city  exhibits  an 
uncommon  example  of  fecundity. 
She  was  brought  to  bed  of  live  chil¬ 
dren,  three  fons  and  two  daughters, 
all  likely  to  do  well,  and  the  mo¬ 
ther  buffered  no  more  than  is  natural 
to  expedt  in  fuch  a  labour. 

4.  A  treaty  of  commerce  and 
boundary  was  lately  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Ruffian  commiffary  and 
that  of  the  duke  of  Courland,  by 
which  future  difputes  will  be  hap¬ 
pily  prevented  between  the  two 
Bates. 

5 .  A  proclamation  was  iffiued  for 
taking  off  the  embargo  in  Ireland, 
on  veffiels  laden  or  to  be  laden  in  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
with  provifions;  and  that  the  feve- 
ral  regulations  contained  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  order  of  the  1 8th  of  Auguft, 
17^,  fhould  ceafe  and  determine. 

The  parliament,  which  Hood  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Tuefday  the  ninth  day  of 
this  initant,  September,  was  farther 
prorogued  to  Thurfday  the  fixteenth 
day  of  October  next. 

As  his  majefty  was  taking  the  air, 
about  live  miles  from  Windfor,  he 
met  accidentally  with  the  hounds 
which  had  been  fent  to  fcour  the 
fkirts  of  the  foreffc,  to  pick  up  any 
ftray  deer  that  might  have  got  out 
of  their  limits.  A  chace  took  place, 
and  the  king  joined  in  the  purfuit, 
when  coming  to  a  little  wooden 
bridge  dole  by  a  mill,  which  was 
going,  the  horfe  took  fright  at  the 
poife  and  appearance  of  the  fails, 
and  plunged  into  the  river  with  his 
royal  rider  upon  his  back,  who,  from 
the  rapidity  and  depth  of  the  cur¬ 
rent,  mult  have  inevitably  been 
drowned  but  for  the  immediate  and 
adtive  affiftance  of  his  attendants. 

Captain  Warner  arrived  with  the 
preliminary  articles  between  his  ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  ftates  general,  figned 
$t  Paris  on  the  2d  ixiftant;  as  alfo 
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the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty  and  the  moft  chrif- 
tian  and  catholic  kings,  figned  at 
Verfailles  on  the  3d  inftant,  by  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Mancheiter,  his 
majefty’s  ambaffador  extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary,  and  by  the  ref- 
pedtive  plenipotentiaries  ot  their  moft 

chriftian  and  catholic  majefties,  and 

•/  * 

the  ftates  general. 

The  definitive  treaty  with  the 
united  ftates  of  America  was  alfo 
figned  at  Paris  on  the  third. 

7.  Was  executed  at  Hardwick 
common,  near  Lynn,  Robert  Fox, 
for  robbing  Ifaac  Levi,  a  Jew  lad 
about  16  years  of  age. 

8.  Letters  from  Liverpool,  give 
an  account  of  a  violent  hurricane 
there,  which  lafted  four  hours,  dur¬ 
ing  which,  nothing  was  able  to 
with  (land  its  fury  ;  the  largeft  trees 
were  torn  up  by  the  roots,  many 
houfes  unroofed,  and  aimoft  all  the, 
Blips  driven  from  their  moorings, 
but  none,  except  one  from  New¬ 
foundland,  loft.  Fortunately  the 
ftorm  happened  in  the  night,  or 
many  perfons  mull:  have  been  killed 
by  the  falling  of  chimnies,  tiles, 
See* 

There  has  been  more  tempeftuous 
weather  all  over  the  globe  within 
thefe  fifteen  months  paft  than  was 
ever  known  before  during  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  oldeft  man  living;  to 
recapitulate  the  remarkable  {forms 
only  would  tie  endlefs  ;  the  lofs  of 
our  fhipping  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
amounts  to  an  incredible  fum  ;  and 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  they  have  bad 
two  perfedt  hurricanes,  whofe  vio¬ 
lence  an  European  can  have  no  con¬ 
ception  of,  unlefs  he  has  been  in 
the  Weft  or  Eaft  Indies,  to  fee  their 
operation. 

9.  Were  executed  at  Kennington 
Common,  the  two  following  con- 
vidts,  viz.  George  Wood,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith;  the  {kit  for  robbing  a 
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deaf  and  dumb  man,  in  Peckham 
fields  of  his  watch  and  lbmc  diver; 
the  latter  for  a  burglary  at  Vaux- 
halU 

9.  As  fome  men  were  emptying 
the  lead  mills,  at  Temple  Mills, 
Hackney,  which  were  repairing, 
they  found  an  urn  full  of  Roman 
coins,  fome  of  them  in  high  prefer- 
vation,  with  the  impreiiion  of  Julius 
Cseiar  and  Condantine  the  Great, 
together  with  feveral  medals ;  like- 
wife  a  done  coffin,  with  the  ikeleton 
entire,  meafuring  leven  feet  nine 
inches  long ;  the  infcription  on  the 
coffin  is  unintelligible;  in  removing 
the  old  foundation  a  vault  was  dif- 
covered,  in  which  were  feveral  urns, 
but  quite  imperfed :  what  is  very 
remarkable,  the  vaults,  for  centuries 
pad,  are  fuppofed  to  haye  been  fix- 
teen  feet  under  water. 

Edinburgh ,  Sept.  9.  An  order  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  lords  of  the  Treafury 
for  5000I.  in  addition  to  the  ro,ocol. 
formerly  given,  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  the  northern  counties  in  Scot¬ 
land.  This  lad  donation  is  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  a  different  manner  from 
the  former.  The  grain  purchafed 
with  the  io,oooi.  was  didributed 
among  the  poor  without  any  price 
being  exaded  for  it.  The  oat-meal 
bought  with  the  5000I.  to  be  fold  at 
6d„  per  peck. 

1  o.  The  feffions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey. 

This  evening  was  a  remarkable 
total  eclipfe  of  the  moon. 

The  lord  mayor,,  attended  by  al¬ 
dermen  Crofby,  Peckham,  Clarke, 
Sainlbury,  Kitchin,  Gill,  Saunder- 
fon,  and  the  fheriffs,  deputy  record¬ 
er,  city  counfel,  remembrancer,  and 
town  clerk,  and  about  one  hundred 
of  the  council,  went  to  St.  Jameses, 
with  the  following  addrefs 
To  the  King’s  mod  excellent  Ma- 

_t  jefty- 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lard 


Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com¬ 
mon  Council  aflembled. 

May  it  pleafe  yopr  Majefty, 
We,  your  raajefty’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  ai- 
fembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
majefty,  with  the  fincereft  congra¬ 
tulations  on  the  birth  of  another 
princefs,  and  on  the  happy  recovery 
of  your  illudrious  confert. 

We  would  exprefs,  with  more 
than  ordinary  effudons  of  joy,  our 
feelings  upon  this  occafion,  that 
providence  has  been  pleafed  to  an- 
fwer  the  prayers  and  wi flies  of  every 
order  of  your  majefty’s  loyal  fub¬ 
jeds,  in  preferving  the  invaluable 
life  of  our  moil  gracious  queen  ;  a 
life  fo  eminently  ufefui,  and  fo  con- 
fpicuoufly  exemplary. 

It  is  our  warmed  wifh,  that  the 
throne,  thus  adorned,  may  be 
ftrengthened  and  bleffed  by  every 
addition  to  your  royal  houfe,  and 
that  a  long  and  eafy  reign  may  be 
accompanied  with  every  domedic 
felicity. 

At  the  fame  time,  we  beg  leave 
further  to  congratulate  your  majefty, 
upon  his  royal  hignefs  the  prince  of 
Wales  having  attained  his  age  of  2 1 
years,  and  hope  that  he,  being  call-5 
ed  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation, 
may  contribute  to  its  profperity, 
protedion,  and  fafety. 

To  which  his  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  the  following  anfwer  : 

I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks 
for  your  dutiful  and  loyal  congra¬ 
tulations  on  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  queen,  and  the  birth  of  another 
princefs;  and  upon  the  prince  of 
Wales  having  attained  the  age  of  21 
years. 

Nothing  can  be  more  acceptably 
to  me  than  thefe  tedimonies  of  af- 
fedion  to  me  and  my  family  on  the 

past 
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part  of  my  faithful  fubjects.  It  is 
the  warm  eft  with  of  my  heart,  and 
has  been  the  conftant  objedt  of  my 
life  to  promote  their  honour  and 
happinefs. 

1 3.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  fertility 
from  a  grain  of  red  Lammas  wheat, 
which  grew  at  Upper  Areley,  in 
Staftbrdihire.  If.  produced  68  ears, 
and,  upon  an  average,  each  ear  con¬ 
tained  73  grains,  amounting  to  3100 
in  the  whole. 

13.  William  Marfton  Rothwell 
alias  William  Rothwell,  and  Mary 
Child,  a  woman  with  whom  Roth¬ 
well  cohabited,  were  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  and  convicted  of  coining 
the  copper  coin  of  this  kingdom 
called  halfpence,  the  punithment 
for  which  offence  is  imprifonment 
for  one  year.  The  courfe  taken  with 
the  above  two  prifoners  was  this  : 
immediately  after  conviction  they 
were  alked,  being  (as  is  ufual  011 
fimple  felonies  wherein  the  benefit 
of  clergy  is  allowed)  on  their  knees, 
what  they  had  to  fay  why  judgment 
of  death  {liquid  not  be  patted  on 
them  according;  to  law  ?  They  were, 
by  the  .  llatute  admitted  to  pray  the 
clergy,  i.  e.  the  benefit  of  efcaping 
death.  Mr.  Silvefter,  counfel  for 
the  crown,  then  objected  again  ft 
their  receiving  the  benefit  of  clergy, 
and  that  they  might  be  punifhed  as 
capital  convidfs,  arguing,  that  they 
had  had  their  clergy  allowed  them 
for  a  former  felony,  and  the  fame 
.offence  for  which  they  now  flood 
conviCted;  and  that  by  the  ftatute  of 
4  Hen.  VII.  they  were  not  entitled 
to  it  a  feeond  time.  On  this  objec¬ 
tion  raifed  on  behalf  of  the  crown, 
the  judges  allowed  the  crown  time 
to  draw  up  fuch  counterplea  to  the 
prayer  of  clergy,  which  was  ten¬ 
dered  to  the  court  this  day.  The 
above  is  the  firft  inftance  of  the  prayer 
of  clergy  being  objected  to,  on  the 
part  of  the  crown. 
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15,  Orders  were  fent  from  the 
War-office  to  the  Heralds-office, 
DoCtors  Commons,  for  the  heralds 
to  be  at  the  War  office  this  day  at 
1 2  o’clock,  to  proceed  in  form  to 
the  different  places,  and  proclaim 
the  peace ;  on  which  occafion  a  party 
of  the  Horfe  Guards  were  on  duty 
to  attend  the  heralds, 

16.  Advices  have  been  received 
over  land  from  Fort  William,  Ben¬ 
gal,  dated  the  10th  of  March  laft* 
which  confirm  the  accounts  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Mahratta  ftate  being 
concluded  on  the  17  th  of  May,  1782, 
and  ratified  at  Fort  William  on  the 
'6th  of  June  following ;  that  it  was 
completely  ratified  by  the  paifhwa, 
and  minifters  at  Poona,  on  the  20th 
of  December;  and  that,  the  original 
counterparts  of  the  treaty  were  fi¬ 
nally  interchanged,  with  every  pub-* 
lie  formality,  between  Mr.  Ander* 
fbn  and  Madajee  Sindia,  on  the  24th 
of  February  laft. 

His  majeftyto  fhew  the  teftimony 
of  his  approbation  towards  thofe  of 
his  Hanoverian  fubjeCts  who  were 
employed  in  the  defence  of  Gibral¬ 
tar,  ordered  a  donation  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  every  foldier  belonging  to  the 
feveral  corps.  It  confifted  of  a  fcarf 
to  be  worn,  on  their  arms,  with  a 
motto,  deferiptive  of  the  glorious 
fervice  for  which  it  was  bellowed* 
His  majefty  farther  ordered,  that 
all  the  men  concerned  in  the  above 
occafion,  when  they  fhall  come  to 
the  fituation  of  petitioners,  (hall,  re¬ 
ceive  double  the  allowance  permitted 
to  ordinary  folclier s.  The  grena¬ 
diers  belonging  to  the  fame  body 
are  to  bear  upon  their  caps  a  filver 
plate,  given  by  his  majefty,  with 
the  word  GIBRALTAR  inferibed 
upon  it  in  large  letters. 

1 8.  By  a  letter  from  America  we 
find  feveral  gentlemen,  on  the  8th 
of  Auguft,  waited  on  his  excellency 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the  commander 
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in  chief,  with  a  memorial,  in  which 
are  the  following  paffages : 

That  your  memorialifis  having 
been  deprived  of  very  valuable  eftates 
and  confiderable  perfonal  properties 
without  the  lines,  and  being  alfo 
•obliged  to  abandon,  their  poileffions 
in  this  city,  on  account  of  their  loy¬ 
alty  to  their  fovereign,  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Britilh  conllitution,  and 
feeing  no  prolpeff  of  their  being  re- 
inftated,  had  determined  to  remove 
with  their  families,  and  fettle  m  his 
maje fly’s  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
on  the  terms  which  they  underflood 
were  held  out  equally  to  all  his  ma- 
je fly’s  perfecuted  lubjebls. 

That  your  memorialifis  are  much 
alarmed  at  an  application  which 
they  are  informed  fifty-five  perfons 
have  joined  in  to  your  excellency, 
folicitinga  recommendation  for  trails 

o  A  . 

oi  land  in  that  province,  amounting 
together  to  2  5,000  acres;  and  that 
they  have  dispatched  forward  agents 
to  furvey  the  unlocated  lands,  and 

o'  ' 

feledl  the  mod  fertile  fpots  and  de¬ 
finable  fttuaticns. 

The  memorial  was  figncd  bv  fix 
hundred  and  thirty  perfons.  His 
excellency  returned  an  aufwer  to  the 
following  effect: 

That  his  excellency,  within  thefe 
few  days,  has  had  reafon  to  believe, 
that  no  one  perfon  will  obtain  a 
larger  grant  of  land  in  Nova  Scotia 
than  one  thoufand  acres.  That  the 
power  of  iffuing  patents  for  lands 
there  refides  folely  in  the  governor, 
to  whom  his  excellency  would  imme¬ 
diately  forward  the  memorial  ; 
which,  he  apprehends,  will  arrive 
before  patents  can  be  made  out  for 
the  trail  of  land  mentioned  in  it. 
And  that  it  was  his  opinion,  no  per¬ 
fons  fhould  be  allowed  to  take  up 
lands  in  that  province  but  thofe  vvho 
mean  to  refide  there,  till  the  loyal- 
ifls  are  firfl  lerved;  and  that  his  ex¬ 
cellency  would  do  every  thing  in  his 


power  for  the  memorialifis,  and  be¬ 
lieves  they  will  have  no  caufe  to 
complain. 

The  committee  were  alfo  informed 
from  the  mofl  refpedlable  authority, 
that  the  report  of  all  the  lands  being 
occupied  about  Port  Rofeway  was 
groundlefs;  governor  Parr,  who  is 
extremely  folicitous  to  do  juftice  to 
every  individual,  having  made  a  re¬ 
fer  ve  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of  land 
there,  for  the  accommodation  of 
thofe  loyaliils  who  fhould  propofe  to 
embark  for  that  place. 

Berlin ,  Sept .  1  9.  The  following 
proclamation  docs  the  highefl  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  feelings  of  the  king  of 
Pruilia,  who  therein  pays  the  mofl: 
commendable  regard  to  the  dignity 
of  man  : 

/Whereas  his  majefly  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  &c.  our  mofl:  gracious  fo- 
vereign  will  not  permit  that  any  of 
his  fubjedls  delivering  into  his  hand 
petitions  or  add  relies,  fhould  kneel 
to  his  majefly  (an  honour  due  to  the 
divinity,  but  which  is  no  ways  ne- 
ceffary  when  his  faid  i objects  have 
any  thing  to  deliver  to  him) ;  his 
majefly  is  therefore  gracioufiy  p leaf¬ 
ed  to  order  by  this  prefent,  that  the 
confilfory  of  Brefiau  lhall  caufe  this 
refeript  to  be  read  from  the  pulpits 
of  all  the  evangelic  churches  in  this 
province  of  Silefia,  and  the  fuffra- 
gant  of  Roth  Kirck  to  do  the  lame 
in  the  Roman  catholic  church,  that 
all  and  every  one  may  be  informed 
it  is  his  majefly ’s  pleafure  that  no 
kneeling  final  1  in  future  be  pradtiied 
in  honour  to  his  perfon.  The  fu- 
preme  confilfory  lhall  therefore  take 
the  neceflary  fieps  to  the  above  pur- 
pole. 

(cigned)  FREDERICK. 
Given  at  Bettlern,  Au- 
gull  |o,  178  . 

Ncvj  Borin,  Sept .  20.  By  a  gen¬ 
tleman  juft  arrived  from  Canada, 
who  came  over  the  Lakes,  we  learn, 
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that  the  great  houfe  of  magazine, 
fituated  within  the  fort  of  St.  John, 
on  Lake  Champlain,  was  fet  on  fire 
by  a  flafh  of  lightning,  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  2 2d  of  Auguft,  and, 
together  with  the  flores  that  were  in 
it,  confirmed  to  allies,  except  about 
600  barrels  of  gun-powder  in  a  vault 
under  the  houfe,  which  received  no 
damage;  the  garrifon,  dreading  an 
explofion,  fled  to  the  woods  a  few 
miles  above  and  below  the  fort  till 
Sunday  morning,  when  returning 
to  clear  away  the  rubbilh,  they  per¬ 
ceived  frelli  danger,  and  retired  a- 
gain,  more  alarmed  than  before  ; 
but  no  accident  happened  on  that 
day ;  and  on  Monday  morning,  a- 
bout  ten  o'clock,  the  garrifon  re¬ 
turned,  and  were  employed  under 
the  dire&ion  of  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer,  the  chief  engineer,  who  ar¬ 
rived  from  Montreal,  and  the  com¬ 
manders  in  the  lake  fervice,  in  clear¬ 
ing  away  the  rubbilh,  collecting 
fuch  materials  as  were  not  of  an  in¬ 
flammatory  nature,  and  getting  all 
things  into  order.  -—The  intrepidity 
of  two  Britilh  foldiers  deferves  par¬ 
ticular  notice;  the  covering  of  a 
fmall  llore-houfe,  containing  filled 
bombs,  cartridges,  See.  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  great  houfe,  during 
the  conflagration,  had  taken  fire, 
yet  they  had  the  refolution  to  ftrip 
off  fuch  part  of  the  fhingling  as  was 
on  fire,  and  extinguiflied  it,  and  the 
wind  blowing  a  contrary  way,  the 
houfe  was  faved;  and  on  Monday 
afternoon,  no  apprehenfion  of  dan¬ 
ger  remained. 

£5 

Eight  new  peers  were  created. 

The  malet'aCfors,  being  ring¬ 
leaders  in  running  the  Swift  cutter 
on  fhore  near  Rye,  in  Suflex,  on  the 
30th  of  lafi  Augufl,  who  were  con¬ 
victed  laff  week  at  the  Old  Bailey  of 
being  found  at  large,  after  receiving 
fentence  of  tranfportation,  were  exe¬ 
cuted  at  Tyburn. 


22  The  feliion  ended,  when  58 
conviCts  received  fentence  of  death  ; 
9  7  were  fentenced  to  be  tranfported,: 
73  of  whom  were  capital,  conviCts 
who  had  received  his  majefty’s 
mercy  on  that  condition ;  three  or¬ 
dered  to  hard  labour  on  the  river 
Thames ;  two  to  be  kept  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  in  the  houfe  of  correction,  and 
three  on  the  Thames;  12  to  be 
publicly  whipped,  feven  ordered  to 
be  privately  whipped;  fix  to  beim- 
prifoned  in  Newgate;  and  32  were 
difeharged  by  proclamation. 

This  feflions  exhibited  a  far  more: 
melancholy  fpeCtacle  than  ever  was 
recited  in  the  annals  of  the  Old 
Bailey. 

23.  A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Bigglelwade,  in  Bedfordfliire,  about 
four  miles  from  Potton. 

Rome ,  Sept,  23.  After  different 
experiments  made  to  extraCl  oil  from 
grape-ftones,  a  new  manufacture  of 
that  production  has  been  eftablifhed, 
with  the  approbation  of  his  holinefs, 
who,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered, 
that  the  procedure  of  the  Sieur  An¬ 
toine  Chinozzi,  who  is  the  author 
of  the  proper  machine  for  extract¬ 
ing  the  oil,  be  made  public. 

24.  About  half  pail  ten  o'clock  a: 
terrible  fire  broke  out  at  a  diftiller’s 
at  Gun  Dock,  Wapping,  which 
burnt  very  furioufly  till  near  one 
o'clock,  before  the  engines  could  be 
fupplied  with  water ;  upwards  of 
30  houfes  were  entirely  confumed 
to  allies,  and  about  1 2  more  greatly 
damaged  before  it  was  extinguifhed ; 
feveral  people  were  miffing,  and  fome . 
firemen  greatly  bruifed  by  the  fall¬ 
ing  of  two  houfes.  It  was  near  fix 
o'clock  the  next  morning  before  it 
was  got  under. 

Rxtraft  of  a  letter  from  Dublin \ 
Sept.  2$. 

This  day  exhibited  a  fight  at 
which  humanity  (brinks  back  ap¬ 
palled,— -Thoufands^of  flarving  and 

induftrioua 
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indudrious  weavers  in  the  woollen 
branch  made  a  proceffion  through 
all  the  principal  dreets  of  the  capi¬ 
tal,  with  the  golden  fleece,  which 
formerly  fed,  clothed,  and  diffufed 
happinefs  among  millions,  wrapped 
up  in  black,  truely  picturefque  of 
>  the  lamentable  fituation  to  which 
!  the  fons  of  in  da  fry  were  reduced, 
by  the  deplorable  flate  of  the  manu¬ 
factures  of  Ireland.  The  fleece  was 
carried  by  feveral  of  thefe  children 
of  want,  in  deep  mourning,  attend¬ 
ed  by  an  innumerable  croud  of  their 
brethren  in  diflrefs,  in  mourning 
cloaks,  hat-bands,  and  weepers. 
They  had  in  their  hands  fhuttles, 

;  alas !  without  even  weft !  others  had 
banners  with  mottos 
PROTECTING  DUTIES,  or 
WAYS  and  MEANS  to  LIVE. 

;  They  didributed  hand-bills  through 
e  the  city,  Eating,  in  a  moded  well 
digeded  narrative,  their  prefent  li¬ 
quation,  imploring;  the  protediion  of 
their  countrymen  and  fellow  citi¬ 
zens.,  In  their  various  progrefs 
through  the  town  they  conducted 
themfelves  with  propriety,  and  we 
are  happy  to  hear,  without  any  riot 
or  unlucky  circuits  da  nee  taking 
place— •  the  fureft  means  of  fecuring 
.  the  countenance  and  intered  of  thole 
who  wilh  them  employment  and 
happinefs. 

The  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
f  common  council,  waited  on  her  ma- 
jefly  at  St.  James’s  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  addrefs : 

To  the  Queen’s  mod  excellent  Ma- 
jedy. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
mons,  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  aflembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majedy, 

We  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons,  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  common-council  aflembled, 
jurably  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
1783, 


majedy  with  the  mod  lineere  con¬ 
gratulations  upon  the  birth  of  an¬ 
other  princefs,  and  your  majedy’s 
happy  recovery* 

Permit  us  further,  madam,  to 
congratulate  your  majedy,  upon  his 
royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales 
having  attained  to  the  age  of  zi 
years,  and  we  lincerely  hope  and 
think  that  he  will  fill  the  important 
dation,  to  which  he  is  called,  with 
dignity  to  himfelf,  and  profperity 
to  this  country. 

To  which  her  majedy  returned 
the  following  anfwer: 

I  thank  you  for  your  congratula¬ 
tions  on  the  birth  of  another  prin¬ 
cefs,  on  my  recovery,  and  on  the 
prince  of  Wales  having  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Rome,  Sept.  27.  A  confiderabie 
theft  was  committed  lad  night  at  the 
altar  of  the  Virgin  of  Providence  in 
the  church  of  St.  Charles  at  Cati- 
nari  of  the  Bazabite  Fathers ;  forne 
thieves  having  concealed  themfelves 
in  the  evening  in  that  church,  they 
dole  away  the  image  of  the  Holy 
Virgin,  fome  precious  pearls,  gold 
rings,  diver  fymbols,  and  other 
jewels,  valued  at  500  crowns. 

Dantzick ,  Sept .  27.  In  confe- 
quence  of  a  difference  arifen  be¬ 
tween  the  court  of  Berlin  and  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city,  the  latter 
has  been  entirely  blocked  up  for 
three  days  pad. 

Died  lately  in  Hungary,  a  wo¬ 
man  aged  1 18  years.  She  had  been 
married  three  times,  and  enjoyed  a 
good  date  of  health  to  the  end  of 
her  days.  Her  lad  hufband,  by 
whofe  death  fhe  was  left  a  widow, 
was  a  foldier  in  the  imperial  troops. 

OCTOBER. 

1,  The  king’s  proclamation  of 
the  definitive  treaty  being  figned  at 
Verfailles,  the  3d  of  September,  be- 
(D)  tween 
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tween  England,  France,  and  Spain, 
and  of  the  ratifications  being  ex¬ 
changed  the  19th,  was  read  at  the 
Royal  Exchange  gate  by  Mr.Bifnop, 
the  common  cryer  of  London,  at¬ 
tended  by  fome  city  officers,  and 
was  afterwards  duck  up  in  divers 
parts. 

2.  The  Bank  of  Paris,  denomi¬ 
nated  Caifife  d'Efcompte,  flopped 
payment. 

3.  Letters  from'  Gibraltar,  con¬ 
tained  an  account  of  the  communi¬ 
cation  having  been  opened  between 
the  garrifon  and  the  Spanifh  conti¬ 
nent  on  this  day,  when  a  mail 
was  difpatched  for  England,  &c.  in 
the  ufuai  manner. 

4.  Arrived  in  London,  the  ratifi¬ 
cation,  on  the  part  of  the  dates  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  United  Provinces,  of 
the  Preliminary  Articles  iigned  at 
Paris  on  the  2d  of  September  lad, 
which  was  exchanged  with  his  grace 
againd  his  majedy’s  ratification,  on 
the  29th  of  lad  month,  at  Paris,  by 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  their  high 
mightmedes. 

This  morning  a  number  of  con¬ 
victs  on  board  the  lighter  which 
was  carrying  them  to  the  tranfport 
{hip,  mutinied,  and  behaved  very 
unruly.  Some  j  umped  over  the  dde 
of  the  vefiel,  and  were  taken  up  by 
the  boats  in  attendance ;  but  one 
of  them  was  diot  dead.  This  pro¬ 
voked  the  convidrs  fo  that  they  af- 
fembled  together  at  one  end  of  the 
lighten,  and  began  pelting  and 
otherwife  mal-treating  the  guard, 
who  thereupon  fired  upon  the  riot¬ 
ers,  and  one  whom  they  had  mark¬ 
ed  to  be  very  outrageous,  was  alfo 
fhor  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  New  York , 
dated  O Higher  6. 

With  inexpredible  grief  I  inform 
you,  that  not  a  man,  woman,  or 
child  of  your  corps,  who  embarked 
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for  Nova  Scotia,  are  now  in  ex i deuce: , 

The  unhappy  fate  of  fo  many 
gallant  friends  tortures  me  with  thru 
mod  heart  breaking  anguifh  ;  anc  i 
the  lofs  of  my  poor  dead  child  over; 
whelms  my  very  foul  with  forrov 
and  defpuir. 

This  defperate  event  was  yeder 
day  communicated  tome  by  captaii  : 
White,  formerly  of  Philadelphia  i 
He  fays,  that  about  eight  days  ago 
at  Port  Rofeway,  he  faw  the  made 
and  part  of  the  crew  of  the  tranfport 
diip  Martha,  who  had  been  taker  1 
up  at  fea  in  a  very  diftreffed  condi 
tion,  by  a  fifhing  boat  belonging  t< 
that  port  ;  that  he  was  informed  b; 
— —  Willis,  the  faid  mader,  tha. ; 
he  had  commanded  the  Marth 
tranfport,  which  failed  from  New 
York  with  a  fleet  dellined  for  the  ri 
ver  St,  John’s ;  that  he  had  on  boar 
the  corps  of  Maryland  loyalids,  an 
part  of  colonel  Ludlow’s  battalion 
that  on  his  pallage  he  had  feparate 
from  the  fleet,  and  on  the  20th  c 
September  was  Handing  in  for  th 
coaft,  intending  at  four  o’clock  i 
the  morning,  at  the  calling  of  th! 
watch,  to  tack  and  Hand  off  again 
that  juft  before  the  time  intende 
for  coming  about,  the  fhip  druc  . 
on  one  of  the  funken  rocks  of  Se. 
Jdand,  within  the  mouth  ofth^  Ba 
of  Fundy  ;  that  on  her  driking,  th; 
foldiers  were  getting  into  great  con 
fudon  ;  but  the  officers,  who  Will1 
fays,  behaved  with  the  greated  con1 
pofure  and  intrepidity,  drew  the 
fwords,  took  poffeilion  of  the  gang 
way,  and  ordered  that  they  flioul 
not  interfere  with  the  duty  of  th 
bailors,  but  refign  their  fate  to  th 
mader  and  crew ;  that  therefoi 
they  were  to  obey  their  orders,  an 
not  to  aT  until  called  for  fuch  fei  ij 
vices  as  might  be  in  their  power  1 
render ;  that  the  mads  were  orde 
ed  to  be  cut  away,  and  the  made 
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With  part  of  the  crew,  were  fent  in 
the  ftiiall  boat  with  a  kedge  anchor., 
to  trv  to  heave  her  off  ;  that  mean 

•f  "  * 

time  about  ninety  perfons  Were  put 
on  board  the  long  boat ;  that  be¬ 
fore  (he  could  be  put  off  from  - the 
fide,  a  heavy  fwell  of  the  fea  rolled 
away  the  (hips  mads,  when  the  yard 
went  through  the  boat’s  bottom,  and 
every  foul  indafttly  perifhed ;  and 
after  two  or  three  minutes  the,  (hip 
fplit  to  pieces,  and  every  perfon  re¬ 
maining  in  her  perifhed,  amounting 
together,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
that  he  was  diftant  about  100  yards 
from  the  horrid  Icene,  and  perceiv¬ 
ed  the  officers  to  the  very  laft,  brave¬ 
ly  exerting  their  efforts  for  the  pro¬ 
per  difcipline  and  government  of 
their  men ;  that  he  continued  for 
fome  days  at  fea  without  ptovifions 
and  water,  until  he  was  taken  up  by 
a  ffifhing  veffel  as  recited. 

N.  Eb  When  this  corps  marched 
from  Philadelphia,  it  confided  of 
about  four  hundred,  of  which  num¬ 
ber,  including  invalids,  only  22 
now'  remain. 

The  following  is  a  true  date  of 
the  debts  due  from  the  Thirteen 
United  States  of"  America,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  financier  generals  ac¬ 
count  the  30th  of  May,  1783. 

'  Foreign  debt,  7,885,065  dollars. 
Domedic  ditto,  34,115,290  dollars. 
Total,  42,000,355  dollars.  Equal 
to  9,450,079b  17s.  6d.  derling. 

Annual  intered  on  foreign  debts, 
at  four  and  five  per  cent.  366,038  6  40 
dollars.  Ditto  on  domedic  ditto,  at 
fix  per  cent.  2,046,917  dollars.  To- 
’tal  2,415,955  6  40  dollars,  Equal 
to  543,589b  17s.  6d.  derling. 
Deficiencies  due  from  the  feveral 
counties  of  New  Jerfey  from  the 
id  of  January  to  the  30th  of 
June  1783. 

Bergen  county  1069  12  3  dol¬ 
lars.  Effex  3565  14  4  ditto.  Mid- 
diefex  3354  8  o  ditto*  Monmouth 


5051  15  o  ditto.  Somerfet  4572  o  c? 
ditto.  Burlington!  5228  2  10  dittos 
Glouceftet  95 2  11  10  ditto.  Salem 
2501  19  4  ditto.  Cape  May  1.248 
0/  o  ditto.  Huntingdon  6666  1  7 
ditto.  Mofris  4582  6  8  ditto.  Cum¬ 
berland,  paid  nothing,  2700  o  o 
ditto.  Suffexy  ditto,  4800  o  o  dittos 
Total  46,292  ii  to  dollars. 

Paris,  Oft.  10.  We  have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  obferve,  that  dorms  have 
been  moftly  general  oil  the  3d  of 
A u guff  laft,  but  no  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom  feems  to  have  buffered  fo  much, 
as  the  countries  adjacent  to  Orleans. 
On  the  above  day  a  (form  arofe, 
which  taking  its  direction  from  S„ 
W.  to  N.  E.  over-fan,  in  let's  than 
half  an  hour,  a  fpkce  of  20  leagues 
by  one.  By  its  dreadful  and  rapid 
effedts,  20  parifnes  have  loft  every 
hope  of  a  crop,  which  was  the  mod 
prornifing  ever  known.  The  ham¬ 
let  of  Saint  Bohaire  differed  moll  * 
all  the  trees  were  torn  Up  by  the 
roots,  the  chimnies  beat  dowLn,  and 
every  houfe,  iftill,  and  barn  un¬ 
roofed.  The  timber  work  of  tbd 
church,  56  feet  in  length,  24  ill 
breadth,  and  19  in  height,  which* 
though  built  in  the  year  1355,  was 
as  good  as  new,  gave  way  during  the 
evening  fervice.  Luckily  only  onS 
life  was  lod,  and  about  40  were 
wounded;  the  red  owed  their  lives 
to  the  ftrong  cieliiig  that  fupported 
the  timber  frame. 

By  letters  from  Grenoble  we  re¬ 
ceive  the  melancholy  information, 
that  the  heavy  rains  which  fell  for 
two  months  fucceftively,  in  too  great 
an  abundance  to  flow  through  the 
ordinary  channels,  foon  formed  the 
mod:  rapid  torrent,  which  have  cauf* 
ed  very  cOnliderable  damages, .  hav¬ 
ing  entirely  bopped  up, fome  toads* 
and  damaged  of  rendered  impadable 
fome  others,  the  waters  carrying 
off  houfes,  mills,  &c.  and  filling  the 
plains  with  iiones,  fotrie  of  which 
(D  z) 
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are  of  an  enormous  fize.  The  vil¬ 
lage  called  Vaulnavey,  fituate  with¬ 
in  three  leagues  df  Grenoble,  dif¬ 
fered  the  mod,  its  unfortunate  in¬ 
habitants  having  loll  their  all,  even 
to  the  utenfils  ofhufbandry;  whild, 
reduced  to  general  want,  moil  of 
them  fell  a  prey  to  an  epidemic  dif- 
temper,  which  had  began  its  ravages 
fome  time  before  the  dreadful  cata- 
itrophe. 

New  Vork,  Scfi.  13.  The  general 
aflembly  of  the  dates  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  had  it  in  contemplation  to  build 
a  college  at  the  borough  of  Carlifle, 
in  the  faid  fate  ;  and  had  lately 
caufed  the  bill  for  that  purpofe  to 
he  printed  for  public  confideration. 

The  grand  attempt  to  raife 
the  Royal  George  was  made,  the 
water  being  all  darted,  and  every 
effort  ufed  to  fucceed ;  but,  very  un¬ 
fortunately,  feveral  of  the  cables 
broke,  and  fome  other  things  gave 
way,  which  rendered  the  fcheme  a- 
bortive. 

Berlin,  OB.  14,  A  Prudian  noble¬ 
man  having  lately  prefented  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  his  fovereign,  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  obtaining  a  commiflion  in 
the  army  for  his  fon,  received,  from 
bis  majefly  an  anfwer  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purport : 

Mod  illudripus,  dear  and  faithful, 

I  have  feen  your  petition  con¬ 
cerning  your  fon.  It  is  proper  to 
inform  you,  that  fome  time  lince  I 
have  given  orders  to  admit  no  per- 
fons  of  rank  in  my  armies,  as  thole 
gentlemen  after  a  campaign  or  two, 
thinking  themfelves  exceedingly  re¬ 
nowned,  generally  retire  and  fettle 
on  their  own  eilates,  where  they 
enjoy  the  reputation  of  having  been 
in  the  fervice.  If  your  fon  choofes 
to  be  a  foldier,  I  affure  you  that  his 
title  will  avail  nothing  for  his  pre¬ 
ferment,  unlefs  he  endeavours  to 
acquire  the  knowledge  requifite  in 
his  profedion. 


[G&ober# 

P.  S,  In  the  king’s  own  hand.— 
As  our  your^  nobility  in  general 
never  learn  any  thing,  they  are  of 
courfe  exceedingly  ignorant.  ,  la 
England,  one  of  the  king’s  foiss 
wilhing  to  indrudt  himfelf,  has  not 
fcrupled  to  let  out  in  the  navy  as  a 
common  failor.  If  any  one  of  our 
men  of  fafhion  fliould  by  chance  did* 
tinguifh  himfelf,  and  prove  ufefui 
to  his  country,  he  will  have  no  oc~ 
cafion  to  plume  himfelf  on  his  qua¬ 
lity.  Titles  and  birth  are  mere  va¬ 
nity  and,  folly.  True  merit  is  per- 
fonal. 

(Signed)  FREDERIC, 

13.  The  bilhop  of  Qfnaburgtook 
pofleffion  of  his  bifhoprick. 

Paris ,  Ocl*  17.  Mr.  de  Mont¬ 
golfier  brought  his  air  balloons  tQ 
fuch  perfeidion  that  he  and  one  of 
his  workmen  took  an  aerial  journey 
in  one  of  them.  , 

A  letter  from  Drontheim,  in  Nor¬ 
way,  has  the  following  article;  we 
have  for  two  months  pad  been  vi- 
iited  by  the  mod  dor  my  weather  that 
ever  was  remembered  here.  Tht 
damage  done  both  at  fea  and  on 
fhore  is  very  great;  mod  of  the 
fliips  in  the  harbour  were  forced 
from  their  moorings,  and  run  foul 
of  each  other ;  feveral  were  funk, 
and  fome  thrown  on  fhore  fo  as  not  to 
be  got  off.  We  have  not  been  able 
yet  to  collect  the  particulars  of  the 
damage  done,  but  certainly  it  is  very 
great ;  and  on  fhore  many  houfes  in 
different  parts  were  blown  down, 
and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  buried 
in  the  ruins. 

Letters  from  Turin  advifed,  that 
his  Sardinian  raajedy  had  granted  a 
charter  for  the  edablifhment  of  a 
Royal  Philofophical  Society,  upon 
a  fimilar  plan  with  that  in  this  me¬ 
tropolis.  The  king  had  made  this 
learned  body,  which  confids  of  fom-e 
of  the  mod  eminent  literati  in  Italy, 
France,  and  Germany,  a  prefect 
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of  &  noble  edifice,  and  a  handfome 
library,  befide  paying  the  houfhold 
expences  and  officers  falaries,  which 
amount  to  about  6ool.  per  annum. 

The  Philoiophical  Society  of 
Edinburgh  lately  received  a  royal 
charter  from  the  king,  by  which  it 
is  incorporated  under  the*  title  of 
The  Royal  Society  of  Scotland,  in- 
feituted  for  the  advancement  of 
learning  and  ufeful  knowledge.  The 
members  are  divided  into  phyfical 
and  literary  claffes.  The  objects  of 
the  firfi:  are  mathematics,  phyfic, 
natural  hiffory,  arts,  manufactures ; 
©f  the  fecond  antiquities,  and  phi¬ 
lological  learning. 

Philadelphia ,  OH.  1 8.  The  people 
called  Quakers,  in  America,  having 
been  long  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  iniquity  of  the  Have  trade,  at 
length  enjoined  the  members  of  their 
fociety  to  liberate  all  fuch  as  they 
held  in  bondage,  but  finding  a  dif- 
pontion  infome  hill  to  continue  and 
carry  on  this  unrighteous  traffic, 
*  they  believed  it  to  be  their  reli¬ 
gious  duty,  at  their  late  anniver- 
fary  meetings,  to  prefent  an  addrefs 
to  the  United  States  in  congrefs, 
which  was  favourably  received,  and 
a  committee  thereupon  appointed  by 
congrefs  to  take  the  fame  into  con* 
fideration. 

19.  As  Meffi  Pickerfgills’  wag¬ 
gon,  with  eight  horfes,  was  palling 
over  the  bridge  at  Boroughbrldge, 
heavy  loaded  with  wool,  it  was  met 
upon  the  fummit  by  another  loaded 
waggon ;  and  the  bridge  being  very 
narrow,  it  oceafioned  them  to  come 
fo  near  the  parapet  walls  to  let  each 
other  pafs,  that  40  feet  of  the  faid 
wall  on  one  fide  gave  way,  together 
with  the  pavement  the  wheels  were 
upon,  fo  that  IvlefiT.  Pickerfgill’s 
waggon  was  overturned  into  the  ri¬ 
ver,  by  which  means  four  of  the 
horfes  were  killed;  and  the  other 
tour  would  certainly  have  fnared  the 
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fame  fate,  had  they  not  broke  loofe 
in  the  waggon’s  defcent. 

20.  The  Ruffians  took  poffeffioti 
of  Crimea,  and  prince  Heraclius, 
fovereign  of  Georgia,  yielded  up 
his  fceptre  to  the  immortal  Ca¬ 
therine. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  Altenburg, 
and  confumed  to  allies  two  hundred 
houfes,  and  other  edifices,  with  aU 
their  contents. 

22.  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty  in  council  of  the  conviCts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate, 
when  the  following  were  ordered  for 
execution  on  Tuefday  next  the  28th 
inftant,  viz.  William  Moore,  John 
Burton,  Thomas  Duxton,  alias 
Duckfon,  John  Pilkington,  James 
Neale,  alias  John  Nowlan,  Tho¬ 
mas  Smith,  John  Starkey,  Matthew 
Daniel,  Jofeph  Scott,  John  Ander- 
fon,  John  Francis,  and  John  Book¬ 
er,  alias  Brooker.  The  following 
were  refpited  during  his  majefty’s 
pJeafure,  viz,  William  Marfton 
Rothwell,  alias  William  Rothwell, 
John  Wright,  William  Blunt,  John 
Berryman,  Jofeph  Abraham,  Ro¬ 
bert  Mott,  William  M‘Namara, 
Mary  Parry,  Morgan  Williams, 
Andrew  Ronan,  William  Sharman, 
John  Fuller,  Margaret  Ann  Smith, 
alias  Gibbs,  Robert  Steward,  Tho¬ 
mas  Sutton,  John  Barker,  William 
Glanville,  Anne  Farmer,  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Thomas  Tanner,  Peter  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  Thomas  Limpus. 

Canterbury ,  OH.  24.  Some  few 
days  ago  46  lambs  in  keep  at  a  far¬ 
mer’s  in  this  neighbourhood  dying 
very  fuddenly,  the  grazier  they  be¬ 
longed  to  had  feveral  of  them  open¬ 
ed,  when  the  caufe  of  their  death 
was  difcovered  to  be  owing  to  their 
having  eaten  mint  roots,  quantities 
of  which  were  found  undigefted  in 
their  flomach. 

25.  This  day  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  king’s  acceffion  to  the 
(D  3)  throne. 
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throne,  when  his  majefty  entered 
into  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  it  was  obferved  with  the  ufual 
d'emonftrations. 

Madrid,  OH.  28.  It  being  fettled 
by  the  definitive  treaty,  that  every 
thing  was  to  be  in  the  fame  fit  na¬ 
tion  as  before  the  war,  general  Eliott 
had  fent  notice  to  the  chief  conn 
matider  at  Saint  Roche,  to  demolilh 
the  works  railed  in  the  front  during 
the  liege  ;  the  Spanifh  officer  an¬ 
swered,  that  he  had  received  no  or¬ 
ders  for  their  demolition,  but  that 
he  would  fend  an  exprefs  immedi¬ 
ately  to  court  about  it,  to  which  go¬ 
vernor  Eliott  replied,  that  he  fliould 
pot  wait  the  return  of  the  courier, 
but  would  make  himfclf  mailer  of 
thole  works  in  twenty-four  hours, 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Copenhagen,  OH.  78.  We  have 
accounts  from  Iceland,  that  the  new 
ifland  which  role  from  the  fea,  near 
Ibeike nos,  now  bears  the  form  of  a 
very  high  mountain  ;  the  fea  there¬ 
abouts,  which  was  100  fathoms 
deep,  is  now  in  many  places  only 
40.  T  he  lava,  which  runs  from 
the  new  volcanoes,  in  the  diltridt  of 
Skaptefield,  has  deffiroyed  12  farms 
and  three  churches  ,  The  cinders 
thrown  from  thefe  mountains  are  a 
mixture  of  pumice-flone,  land,  and 
fulphur,  which  has  much  damaged 
the  country  on  which  it  fell,  and 
hurts  the  cattle  put  to  graze  on 
fields  impregnated  therewith. 

St,  Johns ,  Newfoundland,  OH. 
29.  The  French  have  taken  pof- 
feifion  of  the  illands  of  Miquelon 
and  St.  Peter,  and  the  g-arrifon  of 
thole  places,  which  confided  only 
of  18  men,  are  removed  thither, 
where  we  are  all  very  healthy,  and 
preparing  for  a  hard  winter,  which 
js  generally  expected. 

2 9.  The  feffions  began  at  the  Old 
Ibailey. 

Some  labouring  men  at  Axmin- 


Her  beinp-  at  work  in  a  well  in  the 
pariffi  of  Membury,  which  they  had 
funk 'to  near  eighty  feet,  twenty  feet, 
of  which  they  had  walled  it  without 
any  misfortune,  on  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing  lafl,  two  of  the  men  being  down 
at  their  labour,  one  of  them  ima¬ 
gined  he  heard  a  crack  above  him, 
which  he  thought  to  be  the  giving 
way  of  the  {panning;  but  the  other- 
was  under  no  apprehensions  of  dan-, 
ger,  and  therefore  would  not  get  up 
with  his  companion;  the  fil'd:  was. 
no  fooner  drawn  up,  but  the  whole 
gave  way,  and  fell  in  upon  the  poor 
young  man  below,  and  buried  him 
under  at  lead  16  feet  of  the  rubbifh 
perpendicular,  to  the  great  concern 
of  the  people  upon  the  furface,  and 
narrow  efcape  of  his  comrade,  who 
naturally  concluded  he  wras  crulhed 
to  atoms ;  therefore,  from  the  ge-^ 
neral  confufion  of  all  around,  and 
the  prevailing  opinion  that  he  was 
inevitably  killed,  no  attempts  were 
made  that  day  to  dig  out  the  body, 
but  the  next  morning,  when  the 
poor  man  had  lain  in  this  gloomy 
cavern  at  lead  24  hours,  a  number 
of  men  from  Axminder  went  ia 
fearch  of  his  flip  poled  remains,  when 
they  had  pot  laboured  for  much 
more  than  two  hours,  before  they 
heard  a  nolle  from  below,  uttering 
an  awful  found.  They  made  a 
paufe,  and,  to  their  great  adonifh- 
ment,  knew  it  to  be  a  human  voice  ; 
therefore  purfuing  their  labour  with 
redoubled  vigour,  they  loon  came 
to  the  poor  man,  whom  they  found 
not  only  alive,  but  in  every  refpeff 
unhurt,  as  the  {panning  formed  an 
archway  over  his  head,  which  pro¬ 
videntially  laved  him  from  dedruc- 
tion  ;  but  to  the  greater  wonder  of 
a  furrounding  multitude,  they  found 
that  he  had  actually  dug  himfelf 
upwards  (by  the  affiftance  of  fome 
flicks  he  had  in  the  well)  for  at  lead 
tep  feet  through  a  cpiickfand  (th,e 

foif 
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foil  which  buried  him)  and  would 
foon  have  delivered  himfelf  from 
thofe  doleful  regions  of  woe,  had 
not  help  been  given  him. 

The  manner  of  his  refpiration  is 
like  wife  not  lefs  wonderful ;  at  his 
firft  confinement  in  the  well  he  foon 
found  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  of 
which  he  confidered  the  caufe  ;  and 
like  a  wife  phyfician,  quickly  re¬ 
moved  it,  by  making  an  opening  to 
the  water  in  the  bottom  of  the  well, 
which  he  fuppofed  would  purify  the 
air.  It  had  the  deiired  effed,  from 
whence  he  derived  frefh  life ;  and  as 
long  as  the  communication  was  pre- 
ferved  between  the  air  and  the  wa¬ 
ter,  he  found  no  further  difficulty 
for  want  of  breath. 

But  what  fill  adds  to  the  fur- 
prize  of  this  aftonifhing  narrative 
is,  that  when  nature  was  exhaufted 
and  his  firength  fpenr,  the  young 
man  actually  ilept,  and  dreamed  of 
his  deliverance  in  his  wav  through 
the  caverns  of  the  earth ;  this  be¬ 
ing  the  only  refrefhroent  nature 
could  receive,  gave  him  frefh  vi¬ 
gour  to  profecute  his  enlargement. 

One  of  the  houfes  of  indullry  in 
Suffolk,  which  originally  eofi  i  2,oool. 
has  anfwered  the  objed  of  its  infti- 
tution  fo  fully,  that,  whilft  they 
have  difcharged  8000I.  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  debt,  they  have  alfo  lowered 
the  poor’s  rates  one-eighth.  In 
thefe  houfes  the  poor  are  remarkably 
well  provided  for,  and  all  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  county,  in  rotation, 
attend  the  quarterly  and  monthly 
meetings. 

Died  lately  at  Leicefler,  in  her 
locth  year,  Mrs.  Bancart,  who 
could  read  without  fpedacles  till 
within  a  fortnight  of  her  death. 
She  buried  her  hufband  in  176c;, 
aged  104.  years.  —  At  Navarre  in 
France,  Monf.  James  le  Meffurier, 
aged  118  years.— -At  Carrickfergus, 
in  Ireland,  Patrick  O’Conner,  dged 
!■  '• 


104. — At  Gronengen,  in  Holland, 
one  Peter  Maviere,  a  fifherman, 
aged  507.  —  At  Troup,  near  Banff, 
in  Scotland,  Elizabeth  Clark,  aged 

104. 
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i.  The  feffions,  bv  reafon  of  Ef- 

*  j 

foign  day,  doled  on  die  Middlefex 
fide,  when  fentence  of  death  was 
palled  on  12  capital  convids,  ten 
were  ordered  to  be  iranfported,  11 
to  be  whipped,  and  kept  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  in  the  houfe  of  correction, 
three  to  be  imprifoned  in  Newgate, 
and  23  to  be  difcharged  by  procla¬ 
mation. 

4.  More  than  half  of  Beefdorf,  a 
very  large  country  town  in  Pruffia, 
was  reduced  by  fire  to  a  heap  of  ruins. 

The  feffions  ended,  when  fix  more 
convids  received  judgment  of  death ; 
fix  were  fentenced  to  be  tranfported  ; 
five  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  in  the 
houfe  of  corredion;  one  to  be  im- 
prifoned  in  Newgate;  three  whipt 
and  difcharged;  and  ten  delivered 
on  proclamation. 

5.  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefiy  by  Mr.  Recorder  of  the  cafe, 
of  John  Auftin,  who  on  Saturday 
was  indidcd  (with  one  Bowman, 
then  at  large,  but  fince  taken)  for 
felonioufiy  affaulting  John  Spicer  in 
a  field  at  Bethnal  Green,  cutting 
and  wounding  him  in  a  cruel 
manner,  and  robbing  him  of  a 
watch  and  fome  money  ;  when  his 
majefiy  gave  orders  for  his  exe¬ 
cution  to-morrow. 

Paris ,  Nov.  3.  An  edid  has  late¬ 
ly  been  iffiued  by  his  majefiy, 
which  will  caufe  a  prodigious  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  department  of  the  cuf- 
toms  and  excife  :  this  edid  fuppreffes 
the  whole  corps  of  fermiers  gene¬ 
ral!  x,  or  farmers  general,  and  places 
the  management  of  thefe  two 
branches  of  the  revenue  in  the  hands 
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of  commiffioners,  fuch  as  have  the 
management  of  the  cuftoms  and  ex- 
cife  in  England.  The  fuppreflion, 
however,  was  not  to  take  place  till  Ja¬ 
nuary  next. 

About  a  quarter  after  one  o?clock 
in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  workfiiops  behind  the  dwelling- 
houfs  of  Mr.  Seddon,  in  Alderf- 
gate-ftreet ;  it  was  half  an  hour  be- 
tore  the  engines  could  work,  and 
there  was  not  plenty  of  water  for 
a  full  half  hour  more.  The  flames 
fpread  with  aftonifhing  and  dread¬ 
ful  rapidity,  proceeding  quite  into 
Bartholomew-clofe.  Among  many 
others,  the  following  houfes  were 
entirely  confumed.  In  Bartholo¬ 
mew-clofe,  thofe  of  Mefif,  Prowett 
and  Slade,  dry-falters,  together  with 
their  adjoining  warehoufes  ;  Mr. 
Hunt,  Mr.  Starkie,  and  that  ad¬ 
joining  ;  Mr.  Witheng,  Mr.  Bur- 
kitt,  and  Mr,  Dodd,  in  Little  Bar- 
tholomew-clole,  that  of  Mr.  Sey¬ 
mour,  and  the  large  adjoining  build¬ 
ing,  together  with  all  the  houfes  in 
Queen’s-fquare.  The  flames  then 
caught  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  way, 
and  confumed  the  dwelling-houfe, 
workfiiops,  and  warehoufes  ofMefT. 
Vandeplank,  clothworkers.  All  Mr. 
Seddon’s  very  extenfive  workfiiops, 
with  mahogany  in  planks,  and  rich 
cabinet-work,  to  a  vaft  amount,  were 
confumed  ;  the  dwelling-houfe  took 
fire  about  a  quarter  pail  three,  and 
the  front  fell  at  a  quarter  before  five, 
when  feveral  firemen,  and  fome  o- 
ther  people  were  hurt.  It  is  com¬ 
puted  that  at  lea  A  30  houfes  were  con¬ 
fumed,  and  about  20  damaged.  The 
lofs  in  effects  is  immenfe. 

11.  The  prince  of  Wales  firfi 
took  his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
as  duke  of  Cornwall.  For  the  cere¬ 
monial  fee  the  Public  Papers. 

His  majefiy  went  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and  opened  the  feffions  of 
parliament  with  a  moil  gracious 


fpeech,  which  mentioned  the  great 
decreafe  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
as  feveral  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  expatiated  on  the  perni¬ 
cious  effects  of  fmuggling;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  may  be  acceptable. 
Imported  into  Europe  6,000,000  lb. 

of  tea  by  the  Englifh. 

Ditto  1  3,000,000  lb.  by  foreigners. 
Above  two  thirds  of  the  whole 
are  confumed  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Thelafifeafon  14,600,000 
lb.  of  tea,  befides  filks,  nankeens, 
&c,  were  exported  from  China  to 
Europe,  in  16  foreign  fhips,  part 
of  which  has  been,  and  moft  of  the 
reft  will  be  fmuggled  into  tbefe 
kingdoms. 

8  Portuguefe 
1  Tufcan 
4  Danes 
3  Swedes. 


16  large  fhips. 

About  40  foreign  fhips  failed  for 
the  E aft  Indies  and  China  in  1782 
and  1783,  with  intent  to  return  to 
Europe  and  America  in  1784,  laden 
chiefly  with  tea,  a  confiderable  part 
of  which  will  be  fmuggled  into 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  unlefs 
the  parliament  take  fome  effedtual 
means  to  prevent  it. 

14.  Lord  Powis  reported  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  that  her  majefiy  had 
been  waited  upon  with  a  congratu¬ 
latory  mefiage  of  that  houfe,  to 
which  her  majefiy  had  been  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  moft  gra¬ 
cious  anfwer : 

My  Lords, 

I  return  my  fincereft  thanks  to  the 
houfe  of  peers.  —  Their  duty  to  the 
king,  and  attention  to  me,  calls 
forth  my  warmeft  acknowledge¬ 
ments. 

Tfie  fpeaker  reported  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  his  majefty’s  anfwer  to 
their  addrefs,  and  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  ; 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen, 

I  thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and 
affectionate  addrefs,  and  forthefrefh 
mark  you  give  of  your  attachment 
to  me  and  my  family  in  the  congra¬ 
tulation  on  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  queen,  and  the  birth  of  another 
princefs. 

I  receive  with  the  utmoft  fatis- 
f adli on  your  affurances  of  promot¬ 
ing  fuch  mealu res  as  may  tend  to 
the  fupport  of  the  national  credit, 
and  to  the  welfare  of  my  people. 
And  .[  conlider  the  unanimity  with 
which  they  are  offered  as  a  happy 
earned  of  the  fuccefs  of  your  endea¬ 
vours. 

Lord  John  Cavend 'fh  likewife  re¬ 
ported  her  majeffy’s  anfwer  to  the 
meffage  of  congratulation,  voted  by 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  my  fincereff  thanks  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  for  this  frefh  in- 
ftance  of  duty  to  the  king,  and  at¬ 
tention  to  me. 

Mr.  fecretary  Fox  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  copies  of  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaties  of  France,  Spain, 
and  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

17.  The  duke  of  Portland  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  peers  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaties  between  France, 
Spain*  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  following  advices  were  re- 
ceived  Nov.  1  iff,  at  the  India-houfe. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  arrived  at 
Madras  on  the  1 3th  of  April,  with¬ 
out  falling  in  with  any  part  of  the 
French  fleet.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  ar¬ 
rived  at  Madras  on  the  24th  of 
April,  bringing  with  him  ten  lacks 
of  rupees,  and  died  on  the  26th. 
peneral  Stuart,  at  the  head  of  the 
Britifh  army,  marched  to  Cudda¬ 
lore,  after  Tippoo  Saib  had  evacu¬ 
ated  the  Carnatic.  On  the  1 3  th  of 


June  the  general  attacked  the  French 
lines,  and  carried  the  redoubts  with 
a  very  heavy  lofs  on  our  part,  com¬ 
puted  at  616  Europeans  and  356 
fepoys  killed,  wounded,  and  mif¬ 
fing.  On  the  215th  of  June  the  ene¬ 
my  made  a  Tally  from  the  fort,  and 
advanced  clofe  up  to  our  works* 
commencing  and  lupporting  the  af- 
faifit  with  great  fpirit  and  intrepi¬ 
dity,  but  they  were  repul  fed  with 
the  lofs  of  about  200  Europeans,  and 
their  colonel  D’Aquitane  taken  pri- 
foner.  It  is  imagined  the  garrifon 
muff  have  fhortly  fu omitted,  when 
an  account  of  the  peace  arrived,  and 
a  ceffation  of  hoftiiities  immediately 
took  place.  On  or  about  the  20th 
of  June  there  was  an  engagement 
between  the  two  fleets,  but  not  de« 
cifive.  Colonel  Lang  had  made  an 
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irruption  into  the  Coimbatoor  coun¬ 
try,  fubduing  Caroor  and  Deride* 
gul,  when  he  was  recalled  to  join 
the  grand  army  before  Cuddalore, 
and  colonel  Fullerton  inveffed  with 
the  command,  who  with  great  fpirit 
and  activity  had  pufhed  on  to  Da- 
rampore,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
miles  from  Seringapatam,  Tippoo’s 
capital,  which  fell  to  him  the  fill! 
of  June,  He  then  received  an  or¬ 
der  to  move  back  to  Cuddalore,  and 
was,  on  the  news  of  the  pacification, 
on  his  return  to  the  Coimbatoor 
country  throng ly  reinforced,  by  the 
late  if  accounts  from  him.  'i  hree 
hundred  Europeans,  with  powder 
and  provilions,  were  ferit  from  Ma¬ 
dras  to  Mangalore,  in  his  majefty’s 
fhips  Briflol  and  Ifis,  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  enabling  colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  to  take  the  field,  if  expedient. 
Tippoo  haib,  alter  he  quitted  the 
Carnatic,  advanced  to  Bidnore,  and 
by  the  accounts  brought  to  Telli- 
cherry  and  Anjengo,  general  Ma«. 
thews,  with  his  force,  confiding  of 
feveral  detachments  from  three  of 
the  king’s  regiments  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s 
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pany’s  troops,  making  in  all  600 


Europeans  and  1 600  fepoys-,  were 
lituated  in  the  province  of  Bidnore, 
and  are  faid  to  have  furrendered,  on 
condition  of  marching-  out  of  the 
garrifon,  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  and  retiring  to  Mangalore. 
This  capitulation  was  fhamefully 
broken  by  Tip  poo  Saib.  Mangalore 
and  On  are  were  in  our  polTeffion. 
In  the  former  place  there  were  3000 
men,  a  fufficient  flock  of  provifions, 
and  a  number  of  able  officers,  under 
the  command  of  major  Campbell, 
fa  that  they  have  the  greateft  hopes, 
that  the  flrength  of  the  garrifon  and 
the  approach  of  the  monfoon,  will 
baffle  all  the  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  been  repuifed  in  three  Se¬ 
veral  attacks,  whilft  we  have  made 
forne  fuccefstul  failles  on  the  ene¬ 
my.  The  T ellicherry  council  write, 
that  on  receiving  intelligence  of 
Tippoo  Saib  advancing  towards  the 
Malabar  coaft,  the  neceffary  mea- 
fores  were  immediately  taken  for  the 
Security  of  the  place,  and  on  the 
®6th  of  July  they  were  under  no  ap- 
p.rehenfions  for  the  fecurity  thereof, 
bur  flattered  themfelves  they  flhould 
be  able  to  defend  it  again  ft  any  force 
likely  to  come  again  ft  them.  The 
Maratta  peace  was  proclaimed  at 
Bombay  the  8th  of  April.  Colonels 
Macleod  and  Humberfton  were  at¬ 
tacked  a  few  days  after  they  left 
Bombay,  on  the  5th  of  April,  in 
the  Ranger  floop  of  10  four  pound¬ 
ers,  by  the  Maratta  fleer,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  Geheriab,  after  a  very  ob~ 
ftinate  engagement,  in  which  five 
men  belonging  to  the  Ranger  were 
killed,  and  23  wounded.  Colonel 
Humberflon  unfortunately  died  of 
his  wounds.  Satisfaction  for  this 
outrage  was  demanded  from  the 
peftuva.  The  gentlemen  from  Bom¬ 
bay  do  not  tranfmit  the  pefhwa’s 
anfwer,  but  fay  it  was  unfatisfadlory, 
apd  that  it  concluded  with  calling* 


upon  the  Bombay  government  to 
execute  the  treaty ;  they  add,  that 
orders  were  lent  for  refloring  the 
Ranger  and  the  officers ;  and  the 
Bombay  gentlemen  fay,  that  both 
arrived  in  Bombay  the  29th  of  May 
laft  ;  that  on  the  2d  of  June  they  re¬ 
ceived  a  more  fatisfaciory  letter  from 
the  pefhwa,  deflring  orders  might 
be  fent  for  the  delivery  of  the  court  - 
try  ceded  by  treaty.  The  Fairford 
was  burnt  at  Bombay,  and  the  duke 
of  Athol  unfortunately  blown  up  at 
Madras. 

His  royal  highnefs  George  prince 
of  Wales  took  his  feat  for  the  fir  ft: 
time  at  the  council  board. 

Paris,  Nov.  30.  A  cure  for  can¬ 
cers  has  been  lately  found  out  by 
chance ;  it  is  nothing  more  than 
pitch,  which  a  (hepherd  in  one  of 
our  provinces  applied  with  great 
fuccefs,  and  it  has  been  found  to  be 
a  radical  cure  for  that  complaint. 

22.  Mr.  Bern  bridge,  late  ac- 
eomptant  to  the  Pay-Office,  was 
brought  before  the  judges  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  agreeable  to 
the  intimation  given  to  his  counfel 
to  that  effedft  by  lord  Mansfield  in 
the  courfe  of  laft  week,  when  Mr* 
Bearcroft,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bern- 
bridge,  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
court  in  a  long  and  able  fpeecb, 
praying  for  a  new  trial.  This  ap¬ 
plication,  however,  though  fup- 
ported  with  very  powerful  argu¬ 
ments.  the  court  did  not  think  pro¬ 
per  to  comply  with,  and  Mr.  Bern- 
bridge  being  then  in  the  euftody  and 
prefence  of  the  court,  their  lord- 
fhips  declared  their  intention  of  tak¬ 
ing  that  opportunity  to  proceed  to 
judgment.  Accordingly  Mr.  Juft 
tice  Wtlles,  as  the  middle  judge, 
proceeded  to  a  full  and  elaborate  re- 
vifton  of  the  circumftances  that  had 
tranfpired  in  the  evidence  adduced 
againft  Mr.  B.  in  his  trial ;  and  after 
commenting  upon  feme  of  them, 

with 
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with  no  inconfiderable  fhare  of  point 
and  fe verity,  concluded  with  pro¬ 
nouncing*  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
which  was  to  this  effect : — that  he 
fhould  be  fined  in  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds,  and 
be  confined  in  his  majefty’s  court  of 
King’s  Bench  for  fix  months.  Mr. 
B.  was  accordingly  configned  to  the 
cuftody  of  the  marfhal,  and  convey¬ 
ed  to  that  prifon.  He  bore  this  very 
heavy  judgment  with  great  fortitude 
and  compofure. 

23.  His  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,  with  his  duciiefs 
and  retinue,  fet  out  for  Dover,  to 
embark  for  Calais  in  their  way  to 
Paris. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  Mr.  Cullen’s, 
hifcuit-baker,  near  Wapping  Old 
Stairs,  which  entirely  deftroyed  that 
and  three  other  houfes  before  it  was 
got  under.  Luckily  the  tide  was  up, 
and  there  was  plenty  of  water. 

25.  W.  Vaughan,  the  meften- 
ger,  feized  in  the  King’s  Bench 
prifon,  in  the  apartments  of  a  bank¬ 
rupt,  the  fum  of  2225I.  in  bank 
notes,  concealed  in  the 'window-cafe 
or  frames  of  the  windows,  from  his 
creditors. 

-  There  have  been  added  to  the 
navy  half-pay  lift  fince  January 
laft,  -31  poll  captains,  10  maf- 
ters  and  commanders,  and  23  lieu¬ 
tenants, 

*.  The  Tees  was.fvVelled  fo  high, 
that  there  were  two  feet  of  water  on 
the  firft  floor  of  the  houfes  in  Yarm. 
Many  walls  were  vvafiied  away,  and 
jnuch  damage  done. 

26.  The  two  fheriffs  and  city  re¬ 
membrancer  went  from  Guildhall 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  pre- 
fent  a  petition  of  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council,  a- 
gainft  the  bill  depending  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  intitled,  a  bill  for  vefting  the 
/affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  company  in 
the  hands  of  certain  commiffioners 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  and 
the  public. 

Two  frnall  iflands  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  to  the  fouth  of  Madagafcar, 
and  to  the  north-weft  of  the  breaker 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Star. 
The  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  ifiands  is 
in  2Ct  deg.  12  min.  S.  lat.  the  nor- 
thcrnmoft  in  24  deg.  53  min.  Be¬ 
tween  them  and  Madagascar  is  a 
channel  of  about  two  leagues  in 
breadth  and  five  and  two-thirds  in 
length.  It  is  the  more  eftential  to 
be  acquainted  with  them,  as  they 
are  fur  rounded  with  rocks  on  a  level 
with  the  water,  to  the  breadth  of 
three  quarters  of  a  league. 

V vf allies,  Nov.  26.  The  day  be¬ 
fore  yefterday  the  Ruffian  minifters 
prefented  to  our  court  a  notification, 
in  the  name  of  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
fubftance,  viz. 

That  her  imperial  majefty  their 
fovereign  had  fent  orders  to  her  am- 
bafiador  at  Conftantinople,  to  re- 
quell  of  the  divan  firft  a  fair  and 
open  communication  of  their  opinion 
relative  to  the  taking  poffeffion  of 
Crimea,  that  the  emprefs  may  judge 
for  certain  whether  they  are  pleaf- 
ed  or  difpleafed  on  that  head  ;  and 
fecondiy,  whether  the  divan  are  in¬ 
clined  to  conform  to  the  laft  treaty 
of  peace,  by  not  flopping  her  fub- 
jedls  from  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Black  Sea,  &c.  and  that  the  em¬ 
prefs  may  know*  the  determination 
of  the  divan  as  foon  as  poifible,  her 
rnajefty  gives  them  60  days  to  deli¬ 
berate  upon  an  anfwer  ;  but  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  if  the  divan 
fhould  not  think  fit  to  return  any 
anfwer,  or  that  they  fhould  ufe  the 
leaft  equivocation  in  their  reply, 
her  imperial  majeliy  would  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  ufe  all  the  means  (lie  pof- 
feffes  to  oblige  the  Porte  to  com- 
ply,  being  determined  that  her  nu^ 
merous  forces  fhould  not  be  tame 
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ip$£lators  of  the  wavering  proceed¬ 
ings  of  a  power  who  might,  when 
once  her  forces  was  divided,  attack 
them. 

The  fame  notice  was  given  to  the 
court  of  London. 

A  melancholy  account  was  re¬ 
ceived,  that  the  city  of  Theffalo- 
ijtca,  capital  of  Macedonia,  a  great 
magazine  for  the  Levant  trade,  has 
Ibeen  totally  overthrown  by  an  earth¬ 
quake  ;  in  the  lower  part  many 
Trench,  Englifh,  and  Italians  are 
buried  in  the  ruins.  This  difader 
is  more  deftrudtive  than  that  of 
Medina.  Warehoufes  of  all  kinds 
of  commodities,  belonging  to  the 
merchants  of  Marfeilles  and  Lon¬ 
don,  are  fwallowed  up. 

The  Dolphin  man  of  war,  of  44 
guns,  capt.  Sutton,  arrived  from 
New  York  with  feveral  transports, 
&c.  under  convoy.  The  final  eva¬ 
cuation  of  that  city  took  place  on 
the  26th  of  this  month,  when  it  was 
delivered  up  to  the  American  go¬ 
vernor,  George  Clinton,  Efq.  who 
took  poffeffion  of  it  in  due  form  with 
fome  companies  of  New  York  mi¬ 
litia,  amounting  to  about  550  men, 
which  are  to  continue  there  as  the 
garrifon,  till  further  arrangements 
are  made  by  the  American  govern¬ 
ment. 

30.  Was  tried,  before  the  earl  of 
Mansfield,  at  Guildhall,  two  addons 
of  infinite  concern  to  inn-keepers : 
two  travellers  fued  for  the  recovery 
of  their  Ioffes  during  one  night’s 
flay  at  an  inn.  The  fadls  were  thefe : 
when  they  were  conducted  to  bed  by 
the  chamberlain,  they  defired  to 
have  3.  key  to  lock  the  chamber  door : 
it  was  a  two-bedded  room,  but  the 
travellers  chufing  to  lie  together, 
there  was  one  bed  remained  empty. 
Jn  the  morning  one  of  the  plaintiffs 
miffed  three  guineas,  the  other  thir¬ 
teen  and  a  half.  For  the  recovery 
of  this  money  the  actions  were 


brought.  Mr.  Bearcroft  laboured 
hard  for  the  defendant,  upon  the 
danger  of  giving  a  verdidf  againfl  his 
client,  on  the  evidence  of  one  plain¬ 
tiff  in  favour  of  another,  by  which 
mankind  might  be  tempted  to  con- 
fpire  together,  and  fabricate  Ioffes 
which  they  never  fuffered.  Hefaid, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  looked  as  if 
one  man  robbed  the  other. — The 
attorney-general  proved  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  plaintiffs  to  be  above  that 
fufpicion.  Lord  Mansfield  faid,  the 
law  was  clear,  that  an  innkeeper  was 
bound  to  keep  his  guefls  in  fecurity. 
The  circu  in  fiances  for  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  jury  were,  whether  the 
defendant  was  negligent,  and  the 
evidence  of  the  plaintiffs  to  fupport 
each  other’s  caufe  material  as  to  their 
credibility.  The  jury  gave  the  tra¬ 
vellers  a  verdict  to  repair  their  Ioffes. 

Died  fuddenly  in  Dublin,  Mifs 
Clancy,  daughter  of  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Clancy,  formerly  one  of  the 
mod  confiderable  merchants  in  Dub¬ 
lin.  The  circumftances  of  this  lady’s 
death  are  very  extraordinary :  on 
the  morning  of  her  deceafe  fhe  told 
the  family  fhe  hadpaffed  a  mofl  dif- 
agreeable  night,  having  dreamed 
that  her  eldeff  filler  (a  widow  lady 
who  rejides  ii;  France)  was  dead, 
and  that  her  ghofl  had  appeared  to 
her,  to  warn  her  of  an  immediate 
diffolution :  at  firfl  fhe  refufed  to 
credit  the  ghofl,  declaring  her  health 
to  be  very  good,  but  the  apparition 
perfevered  in  afferting,  fhe  had  but 
a  few  hours  to  live.  This  dream 
affedled  her  much,  but  fhe  was  ral¬ 
lied  out  of  her  fears.  She  paid 
fome  morning  vifits,  and  then  re¬ 
tired  to  her  devotion.  At  dinner 
(he  was  very  cheerful,  but  fudden¬ 
ly  dropped  her  knife  and  fork,  com¬ 
plained  of  a  violent  pain  in  her 
head,  and  inflantly  expired.  — *  At 
Liverpool,  in  her  1 14th  year,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Ifolmes,  in  Frederick-flreet, 
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widow  of  the  late  Mr,  James  Holmes, 
iarmer.  She  was  married  at  48, 
and  had  iix  children, — At  Peter¬ 
borough,  in  the  alms-hdufe,  Mr. 
Haw7 kins,  aged  109, 

DECEMBER. 

3.  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty  in  council  of  the  convibts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  when  ten  were  ordered  for 
execution, 

,  4.  Chriftopher  Atkinfon  was  ex¬ 
pelled  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
perjury, 

3,  A  caufe  of  very  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  proprietors  of  the  fugar 
e  dates  in  ouriflands,  came  on  to  be 
heard  before  the  Barons  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  on  a  fere  u  re  of  a  very 
large  quantity  of  fugar  imported 
from  the  ifiand  of  Tortola,  with  a 
certificate  that  the  fugar  was  of  Bi  i- 
tilh  produce ;  when  after  a  long  ex¬ 
amination  of  witnefifes  on  both  fides, 
and  pleadings  of  the  mod  eminent 
counfel,  it  clearly  appearing  to  the 
fatisfabfion  of  a  fpecial  jury  to  be  of 
foreign  produce,  and  not  Britilh,  a 
verdict  for  condemnation  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  given. 

9,  The  following  convibts  were 
brought  out  of  Newgate,  and,  after 
about  half  an  hour  fpent  in  prayer, 
were  executed  on  a  gallows  erebted 
upon  a  platform  oppofite  the  prifon, 
viz.  John  Burke,  John  Wallis  alias 
Fox,  Richard  Martin,  Frances  War¬ 
ren.  alias  Ballinger,  George  Morley, 
Samuel  Wilfon,  John  Lawler,  Wil¬ 
liam  Munro,  'William  Bulby,  and 
Francis  Burke,  They  were  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  two  fheriffs,  under  fheriffs, 

with  a  number  of  confiables. 
The  whole  of  the  building  was 
fmng  with  black.  The  unhappy 
fufferers  all  behaved  very  penitently, 
Flujhing,  Dec .  9.  When  the  tide 
•was  very  high,  a  filh  of  an  eaor- 
a 
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mous  free  was  difcovered  near  Dom= 
burg,  behind  the  caflle  of  Wed* 
haven.  Its  length  was  84  feet,  its 
diameter  26,  and  its  tail  was  fijt 
feet  in  breadth.  It  had  a  hole  on 
the  top  of  its  head,  and  48  large 
teeth  in  its  mouth.  When  it  was 
left  dry,  it  made  a  great  noife,  and 
ftruck  the  fand  fo  forcibly  with  its 
tail,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  come 
near  it  at  firfi.  Alter  the  head  had 
been  cut  off,  the  filh  was  opened, 
and  in  its  belly  a  young  filh  was 
found,  that  weighed  1 1 2  pounds* 
which  was  carried  to  Middlebourg. 
The  body  of  the  large  filh  yielded 
2070  pounds  of  fat;  its  weight  was 
upwards  of  8000  pounds,  and  it* 
fnout  alone  weighed  230  pounds, 

10.  The  feffions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey, 

12,  The  following  motion  was 
moved  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 

That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  confider  of  the  expediency  of  pur- 
chafing  the  late  Sir  Gregory  Pagers 
houfe  and  offices  .on  Blackheath, 
with  the  garden  and  fifty-fix  acre^ 
of  land,  for  the  purpofes  of  a  royal 
military  academy — and  the  fame* 
upon  the  queftion  put*  was  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe. 

13,  From  about  ten  osclock  in 
the  morning,  to  one  o’clock  mid¬ 
day,  the  city  of  Amfterdam  was  in-\ 
veloped  in  fuch  a  thick  fog,  as  was 
never  remembered  to  have  been  feen 
by  any  man.  Every  thing  was  in 
confufion,  as  nobody  could  diftin- 
guiffi  the  road  they  walked  in. 
Many  unhappy  accidents  happened. 
Several  perfons  and  fome  carriages 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the 
canals.  As  yet  we  have  not  learn¬ 
ed  all  the  fatal  confequences  of  this 
accident,  but  it  was  feared  that  all 
Holland  has  been  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion. 

16.  Mr.  Affiivortb,  again  ft  whom 
a  verdibt  was  obtained  the  iaft  York 
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affixes,  m  an  action  brought  a  gain  ft 
him  by  one  James  Deans,  as  a  com¬ 
mon  informer,  upon  the  fiatme  of 
tsfury,  for  taking  more  t  han  interefi 
upon  difeounting  bills,  having  paid 
the  futn  recovered  againft  him,  390I 
petitioned  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury  to  procure  for  him  the  re  mid- 
lion  of  the  half  of  that  fum,  which 
the  king  was  intitled  to  under  that 
verdiCt,  fetting  forth  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  cafe,  and  how  fevere 
and  rigorous  the  verdict  was  thought 
by  all  who  heard  the  caufe,  and  re¬ 
ferring  them  to  the  judge  who  tried 
it,  for  the  truth  of  the  fads  alledged 
in  his  petition;  upon  which  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury,  in  a  few 
days  afterwards,  having  fatisfied 
themfelves  of  the  hardlhip  of  Mr. 
Afhworth’s  cafe,  (and  no  doubt  view¬ 
ing  the  profecution  and  verdidt  in 
its  proper  light)  ordered  the  king’s 
moiety  of  the  390I.  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  returned  to  him,  which  the 
mailer  of  the  Crown  Office,  when 
he  paid  the  money,  declared,  was 
the  firll:  infiance  he  ever  remember¬ 
ed  of  the  penalty  being  returned  to 
the  party  himfelf ! 

17.  The  feifions  ended,  when  24 
convicts  received  judgment  of  death, 
30  were  fentenced  to  be  tranfported 
to  America,  13  to  be  imprifoned 
fiiort  terms  in  Newgate,  25  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  cor¬ 
rection,  of  whom  feveral  were  whip¬ 
ped,  2 1  to  be  whipped  and  dif- 
charged,  and  22  difcharged  by  pro¬ 
clamation.  Befides  the  twenty-four 
unhappy  objects  who  were  capitally 
convicted  this  feffions,  there  were 
no  fewer  than  90  offenders  cafi  for 
fimple  felonies  1  A  circu  nr  fiance, 
we  are  affured,  never  before  known 
in  the  annals  of  the  above  court. 

The  India  bill  was  thrown  out  of 
the  houfe  of  peers  by  a  majority  of 
19. 

■  V 


The  following  are  copies  of  the  im«* 
portant  refolutions  carried  in  the 
houfe  of  commons* 

Refolved, 

That  is  now  neceffary  to  declare*, 
that  to  report  any  opinion,  or  pre¬ 
tended  opinion  of  his  majeftyj  upon 
any  bill,  or  other  proceeding  de¬ 
pending  in  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  with  a  view  to  influence  the 
votes  of  the  members,  is  a  high 
crime  and  mifdemeanour,  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  honour  of  the  crown,  a- 
breach  of  the  fundamental  privi¬ 
leges  of  parliament,  and  fubverfive 
of  the  confiitution  of  this  country. 

Refolved, 

That  this  houfe  will,  upon  Mon¬ 
day  morning  next,  refolve  itfelf  in-* 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
to  confider  of  the  fiate  of  the  na* 
lion. 

Refolved, 

That  is  necefiary  to  the  mofi  effi 
fential  interefis  of  this  kingdom, 
and  peculiarly  incumbent  on  this 
houfe,  to  purlue  with  unremitting 
attention  the  coniideration  of  a  Rat¬ 
able  remedy  for  the  abufes  which 
have  prevailed  in  the  government 
of  the  Britifh  dominions  in  the  Eafi 
Indies,  and  that  this  houfe  will  con- 
fider  as  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
any  perfon  who  fnall  prefume  to 
advife  his  majefty  to  prevent,  or  in 
any  manner  interrupt,  the  difcharge 
of  this  important  duty.  v 

iq.  His  majefiy  fent,  between 
twelve  and  one  this  morning,  to 
lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  to  defire 
they  would  fend  their  teals  ofoffice 
immediately. 

Since  dais  prefent  majefiy’s  accef- 
fion  to  the  throne  in  the  year  1760, 
there  have  been  ten  adminifirations, 
including  the  prefent  new  one.' The 
duke  of  Newcafile’s  continued  from 
OCt.  1760,  to  May  29,  -1762  ;  the 
earl  of  Bute’s j  from  May  1762,  to 
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April  1763;  he  was  fucceeded  by 
Mr.  George  Grenville,  who  (laid  in 
till  July  1765;  when  he  was  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  who,  in  Auguft  1766,  re¬ 
signed  on  account  of  having  difco- 
vered  a  fecret  mover  behind  the 
throne,  greater  than  the  throne  it- 
feif ;  ho  was  fucceeded  by  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  who  continued  to  the 
28th  of  January,  1  770  :  when  lord 
North  hepped  into  the  political  fad- 
die,  and  kept  it  no  fewer  than  twelve 
years  and  two  months ;  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham  came  again  into 
power  in  1782,  but  died  foon ;  the 
earl  of  Shelburne  fucceeded  in  1783, 
and  continued  only  a  few  months  ; 
the  duke  of  Portland  then  fucceeded, 
but  refigned  this  month,  when  Mr. 
Pitt  fucceeded. 

24.  His  majehy  went  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  and  gave  the  royal 
affenf  to  the  following  bills  :  the 
malt  bill-land-tax  bill — Eaft  India 
payment  bill— -American  trade  bill 
— Irifh  poftage  bill. — Splitnerberg’s. 
naturalization  bill — Tournay’s  na¬ 
turalization  bill  —  Borrowftownefs 
canal  bill  —  and  fome  road  bills. 

The  fpeaker,  attended  by  almoft 
the  whole  houfe  of  commons,  at¬ 
tended  at  St.  James’s  with  the  ad¬ 
d-refs,  when  his  majehy,  being  feat- 
ed  on  his  Pnrone  in  the  drawing¬ 
room,  the  fpeaker  read  to  the  king 
The  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

That  his  majehy ’s  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjecls,  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  parliament  affem- 
bled,  think  themfelves  bound  in 
duty  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his  ma¬ 
jehy,  that  alarming  reports  of  an 
intended  diflblution  of  parliament 
have  gone  forth. 

That  his  majehy ’s  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  in  truhing  to  the  crown  that 
juft  and  legal  prerogative,  and  fully 
confiding  in  his  majefty’s  royal  wif- 


dom  and  paternal  care  of  his  people# 
for  the  moft  beneficial  exercife  of 
it,  deftre,  with  great  humility,  to 
reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  incon- 
veniencies  and  dangers  which  ap» 
pear  to  them,  from  a  conftderatioa 
of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  likely  to 
follow  from  a  prorogation  or  diftb- 
lution  of  the  parliament,  in  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  and  critical  conjunc¬ 
ture  of  public  affairs.  The  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  public  credit,  and 
the  fupport  of  the  revenue,  demand 
the  moft  immediate  attention.  The 
diforder  prevailing  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  cf  the  Eaft  India  company’s, 
finances,  from  the  preffing  demands 
on  them,  require  a  no  lefs  imme¬ 
diate  fupport  and  aiiiftapee  from  par¬ 
liament. 

That  his  re  a  jelly’s  faithful  com¬ 
mons  are  at  prefent  proceeding  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  upon  thefe  great 
objedls  of  government,  as  recom¬ 
mended  to  their  attention  by  his 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
but  which  mu  ft  necefiarily  be  frtif- 
trated  and  difappointed  by  the  de¬ 
lay  attending  a  diflblution,  and  moft 
efpecially  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  by  the  affem-bling  of  a  new 
parliament,  not  prepared,  by  pre¬ 
vious  enquiry,  to  enter  with  equal 
effect  upon  an  object  involving  long 
and  intricate  details,  which  his  ina- 
jefty’s  faithful  commons  have  in- 
vefiigated  for  two  years  paft,  with, 
the  moft  laborious,  earned,  and  un¬ 
remitting  attention. 

That  his  majefty *s  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  deeply  affedled  by  thefe  im¬ 
portant  confiderations,  impreffed 
with  the  higheft  reverence  and  af- 
fedtion  for  his  majefty’s  perfon  and 
government,  and  anxious,  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  the  iuftre  and  fafety  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  do  humbly  befeeeh  his 
majefty  to  fuffer  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  to  proceed  on  the  bufinefs  of 
the  feftionj  the  furtherance  of  which 
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is  fo  efFentially  lieceflfory  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  public  ;  and  that  his 
majefiy  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
hearken  to  the  advice  of  his  faithful 
commons,  and  not  to  the  fecret  ad¬ 
vices  of  perfons  who  may  have  pri¬ 
vate  intereds  of  their  own,  feparate 
from  the  true  interefls  of  his  majeliy 
and  his  people. 

To  which  his  majefly  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  make,  this  anfwer  : 

Gentlemen, 

It  has  been  my  conflant  objedt  to 
employ  the  authority  entrusted  to 
me  by  the  conditution,  to  its  true 
and  only  end  —  the  good  of  my 
people ;  and  I  am  always  happy  in 
jppncurring  with  the  wifhes  and 
opinions  of  my  faithful  commons. 

I  agree  with  you  in  thinking  that 
the  fupport  of  the  public  credit, 
and  revenue,  mull  demand  your 
earned  and  vigilant  care.  The  date 
of  the  Ead  Indies  is  alfo  an  object 
of  as  much  delicacy  and  importance, 
as  can  exercife  the  vvifdom  and  juf- 
tice  of  parliament.  I  trull  you  will 
proceed  in  thofeconfiderations,  with 
sill  convenient  lpeed,  after  fuch  an 
adjournment  as  the  prefent  circum- 
dances  may  feem  to  require.  And 
I  affure  you  I  fliall  not  interrupt 
your  meeting  by  any  exerche  of  my 
prerogative,  either  of  prorogation 
or  dilfolution. 

The  dates  of  Utrecht  in  their 
lad  aflembly  come  to  the  following 
r-efolutions :  that  the  high  council 
of  war  be  abolifhed  :  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  made  by  England  to  transfer 
the  negociation  of  peace  from  Paris 
to  London  or  the  Hague,  cannot  be 
acceded  to :  that  Mynheer  Per- 
poneher,  lord  of  Wolphearfdyk, 
their  deputy  at  the  general  aflembly 
of  the  dates,  be  directed  to  promote 
the  enquiry  concerning  the  failure 
of  the  Bred  junfiion;  and  that  the 
fiuyi  of  eight  millions  be  granted  to 
the  Ead  India  company. 


[December. 

Letters  from  Quebec  mention  that 
flour  has  been  lately  very  dear  i'ri 
the  whole  province  of  Canada,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  fcarcity  of  mills  (there 
being  only  two  in  the  whole  coun¬ 
try),  and  that  the  inhabitants  had 
drawn  up  a  memorial,  intreating  go¬ 
vernment  to  allow  a  final!  bounty  for 
a  limited  time,  on,  the  making  wheat 
into  flour. 

Paris ,  Dec.  16.  They  write  from 
Mondidier,  in  Picardy,  that  on  the 
9th  of  lad  month,  at  two  o’clock,  a 
fire  broke  out  (during  vefpers)  a t 
one  of  50  houfes  which  compofe  the 
village  of  Biermont,  fituated  three- 
leagues  from  that  city.  In  lefs  than 
an  hour  16  of  them  were  reduced  to 
allies,  together  with  the  out-houfes 
belonging  to  them.  One  woman 
lod  her  life  in  attempting  to  fave 
fome  effects. 

Three  young  gentlemen  being  as 
a  tavern  on  a  Sunday,  at  Charle- 
montin  Auvergne,  in  a  date  of  in¬ 
toxication,  took  a  wooden  crucifix’ 
that  happened  to  be  in  the  room, 
and  thruding  a  fpit  into  it,  made 
the  crucifix  turn  before  the  fire,  for 
which  offence  they  were  all  three 
broke  alive  on  the  wheel,  after  hav¬ 
ing  their  wrids  cut  off  by  the  com¬ 
mon  executioner. 

One  of  the  20,000).  prizes  of  the 
lottery  was  the  property  of  Mr.  W  ard, 
of  Gibraltar,  and  major  Duff',  an 
officer  of  the  garrifon  - — The  cir- 
cumdance  which  led  to  their  good 
fortune  is  fomewhat  amufing.  As 
Mr.  Ward  was  taking  his  leave  of 
his  friends  at  Gibraltar,  major  Duff 
laid,  that  he  fhould  quickly  follow 
him,  for  (fays  he)  we  fhall  fail  be¬ 
fore  the  fird  of  September.  Not  fo 
foon  as  that  (fays  Mr.  Ward).  I’ll 
bet  you  a  handfome  entertainment 
for  ourlelves  and  friends  (fays  the 
major)  that  we  do.  Done  (fays  Mr. 
Ward),  I’ll  lay  you  do  not.  The 
iirdvof  September  came,  but  no  re¬ 
lief 
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lief  for  the  major.  He  thereupon 
wrote  to  Mr.  Ward,  now  in  Lon¬ 
don,  to  fay  that  he  had  loft  his 
wager  ;  but  to  enable  him  to  pay  for 
a  handfome  treat,  he  begged  of  him 
to  buy  a  lottery  ticket,  and  if  you 
approve  of  the  connection  (fays  the 
major)  buy  two,  and  we  will  go 
halves  in  their  fate.  Mr.  Ward 
approved  of  the  major’s  propofal, 
.and  one  of  the  two  tickets  came  up 
a  20,0001.— ' The  fame  day  that  this 
good  fortune  occurred,  Mr,  Ward 
received  news  of  the  major’s  fale  ar¬ 
rival  at  Porrfinouth,  to  whom  he 
difpatchedan  exprefs  with  the  news. 

A  fraud  having  been  difcovered 
in  fome  of  the  tranfadtions  of  the 
Jews  at  Vienna,  they  are  ordered  to 
write  all  their  accounts,  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  and  receipts,  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  language. 

The  emperor  legitimated  all  chil¬ 
dren  born  of  illegitimate  marriages  : 
and  forbid,  under  pain  of  fevere 
fines,  the  farther  ufe  of  that  part  of 
feme  breviaries  containing  the  lef- 
fons  of  Gregory  the  Vllth.  on  the 
right  of  the  popes  to  depofe  em¬ 
perors.  Thefemafs  books  had  been 
forbidden  before,  but  the  order  had 
not  been  obferved. 

The  great  duke  of  Tufcany  has 
publiftied  an  edict,  ordering  bifhops 
to  prefent  to  ecclefiaflical  prefer¬ 
ments,  without  confulting  any  other 
power  whatever,  referving  only  the 
rights  of  private  patrons. 

Paris ,  Dec.  28.  Several  letters 
from  Toulon  affure  us,  that  the  che¬ 
valier  de  Bonneval,  in  La  Mignonne, 
has  taken  poftefiion  of  the  ifland  of 
Candia  and  of  Morea,  which  now 
belong  to  Louis  the  XVIth.-  to  dif- 
pofe  of  as  he  may  pleafe. 

Died  lately,  at  Englilh  Frankton, 
near  Birmingham,  Thomas  Haffel, 
aged  104.  He  retained  his  memory 
to  the  1  aft.— 'On  the  20th  ult.  died 
at  Bonby  near  Barton,  Lincolnlhire, 
*  7  ^  3  * 


William  Kirkby,  aged  102.  He 
was  a  labouring  man,  but  for  the 
laft,  five  or  fix  years  looked  after  cat¬ 
tle;  and  what  was  very  remarkable, 
he  could  leap  over  the  carr- dikes 
with  a  pole  about  three  years  ago  ; 
he  retained  his  fenfes  to  the  very 
laft.— -Some  time  ago,  at  Little  Hea¬ 
ton,  in  the  parifh  of  P  reft  wick,  Lan¬ 
cashire,  Jane  Wardle,  aged  103.— 
At  Totteridge,  near  Barnet,  Mrs. 
Jane  Shiddey,  in  the  noth  year  of 
her  age.  She  was  out  at  church  on 
Chriftmas-day,  and  never  ufed  cane 
or  fpedacies  in  her  life. 


BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  1783. 

Jan .  2.  The  wife  of  Mr,  John 
Loder,  mufician  in  Bath,  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  daughter ;  whofe  great 
great  grandmother,  Mrs.  Cautei,  is 
now  living  in  Briftol,  and  may  fay 
with  propriety  to  her  daughter,  rife 
daughter,  and  go  to  thy  daughter, 
for  thy  daughter’s  daughter  has  got 
a  daughter. 

6.  At  feven  in  the  morning,  the 
countefs  of  Artois  was  happily 
brought  to  bed  of  a  princefs,  whom 
the  king  has  named  Mademoifelie 
d’ringouleme. 

10,  The  right  bon.  lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cavendifh  was  fafely  delivered 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  lady  of  lord  Algernon  Percy, 
of  a  daughter. 

15.  The  lady  of  Sir  Henry  Huii- 
lock,  of  a  daughter. 

29.  The  lady  of  the  right  hon, 
lord  Macdonald,  of  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  Carliile,  of  a  daughter, 

Feb.  1.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  Mr 

Irby,  of  a  ftill-born  fon, 

13.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  M 
Fortefcue,  of  a  foil  and  heir. 

17.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  Keith 
Stewart,  of  a  fon. 

Her  ferene  higbnefs  the  princefs 
(£)  Frederick 


(66) 


P  R  I  N  C 

Frederica  of  Wirtemberg  was  fafely 
delivered  of  a  daughter. 

24.  The  lady  of  John  Wilmot, 
efq.  elded  l'on  of  the  right  hon.  hr 
Eardley  Wilmot,  of  a  Ion. 

27.  Mrs.  Stuart,  daughter  of  lord 
Carhden,  was  brought  to  bed  at  his 
lordfhipE  houfe  in  New  Burlington- 
lireet,  of  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  the  hon.  Mr.  NeviP, 
of  a  daughter. 

March  4.  The  lady  of  Sir  Robert 
Hutchinfon,  of  twins,  at  their  houfe 
in  Fonman-fquare. 

io.  The  lady  of  Sir  John  Tho- 
rold,  hart,  was  fafely  delivered  of  a 
daughter. 

13.  Of  a  daughter,  the  lady  of 
the  right  hon.  lord  Hawke. 

15.  Of  a  fon  and  heir,  the  lady 
of  Sir  John  Shaw,  barf,  at  bis  houfe 
in  George- flreet,  Hanover-fquare. 

16,  1  he  lady  of  Sir  Watkin  Wil¬ 
liams  Wynne,  bart.  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  of  a  fon. 

23.  Archauchefs  Maria  Amelia, 
fiber  of  the  grand  duke,  and  wife 
of  the  prince  of  Parma,  of  a  prince. 

April  t  o.  The  lady  of  lord  Paget, 
of  a  daughter. 

12.  Lady  Elizabeth  Yorke  of  a 
daughter,  at  the  houfe  of  Philip 
Yorke,  efq.  in  Park -flreet. 

14.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Miller, 
bart.  of  a  fon. 

16.  The  lady  of  Sir  Rowland 
Hill,  ot  a  Ton. 

May  6.  The  countefs  of  Percy 
was  fafely  delivered  of  a  daughter. 

7.  Lady  Cadogan,  of  a  fon. 

June  1.  Duchefs  of  Rutland,  of 

a  fon. 

8.  The  lady  of  Sir  Alexander 
Purves,  bart.  of  a  daughter. 

14.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
pole,  of  a  lbn  and  heir. 

Her  grace  the  duchefs  of  Leinfler 
was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon. 

25.  Her  ferene  highnefs  the  duch¬ 
efs  of  Courland,  of  a  princefs. 
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Sir  Cecil  Bifhop’s  lady,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

July  3.  Her  royal  highnefs  the 
princefs  royal  of  Prulfia,  of  a  prince. 

The  right  hon.  the  countefs  Mex- 
borough,  of  a  fon. 

6  Lady  of  vifcount  Duncannon, 
of  a  fon. 

10.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  Henry 
Erfkine,  of  a  fon. 

12.  Her  grace  the  duchefs  of 
Devonfnire  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
daughter, 

14.  The  lady  of  the  right  hon. 
lord  Chevvton,  of  a  daughter, 

18.  The  queen  of  Naples,  of  a 
dead  princefs. 

30.  The  countefs  of  Lincoln,  of 
a  daughter. 

Aug.  4.  The  lady  of  the  bifhop 
of  Gloucetier,  of  a  daughter. 

5.  The  lady  of  Sir  James  Grant, 
bart.  of  Cannongate,  Edinburgh,  of 
a  fon. 

7.  Her  Majefly  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  of  a  princefs,  at  her  lodge 
at  Windfor. 

27.  The  right  hon.  lady  Boflon, 
of  a  fon. 

28.  The  right  hon.  lady  Cable® 
ftewart,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  Harrington,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Sept.  6.  The  right  hon.  lady  vif- 
countefs  Lewifham  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  of  a  daughter. 

9. Her  Imperial  highnefs  the  grand 
duchefs  of  Ruffia  of  a  princefs,  nam¬ 
ed  Alexandria-Paulina. 

11.  Her  grace  the  duchefs  of 
Athol,  of  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  Perrot,  of  a  fon. 

2 1 .  The  countefs  of  Rothes,  lady 
of  Dr.  Lucas  Pepys,  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  of  a  fon. 

27.  The  lady  of  Rich.  Aldworth 
Neville,  efq.  member  of  parliament 
for  Reading,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

29.  The  grand  duchefs  of  Tuf- 
cany,  of  a  prince. 

S>‘  OH 
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OB.  i.  The  lady  of  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  of  a  daughter. 

10.  Lady  of  the  bifliop  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  of  a  daughter. 

14.  Countefs  of  Rofeberry,  of  a 
fon. 

1  3.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Taylor,  of 
a  fon, 

1 8.  Lady  Grantham,  of  a  fon, 

22.  The  countefs  of  Galloway, 
of  a  fon,  being  her  fifteenth  child. 

AW.  22.  The  lady  of  George 
Drummond,  efq.  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

Dec ,  8.  The  hon.  Mrs  Fane,  of 
Berners -flreet,  of  a  fon. 


MAPvRIAGES  in  the  Tear  1783, 

Dec .  1 6.  At  New  York,  Sir  Ja¬ 
cob  Wheate,  bart,  commander  of 
his  majefly’s  (hip  Cerberus,  to  Mifs 
Maria  Shaw,  of  that  city. 

26.  Capt.  Macleod,  of  the  royal 
artillery,  to  the  right  hon.  lady 
Amelia  Kerr. 

Jan.  3.  Lord  Palmerfton,  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  Mailings,  to 
Mifs  Mea. 

Major  Patrick  Irwin,  to  the  hon. 
Mifs  Murray. 

4.  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Bollock,  to 
Mil's  Rich,  only  daughter  to  Sir 
Robert  Rich,  bart. 

At  Calcutta,  in  Bengal*  major 
John  Grattan,  of  the  100th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  adjutant-general  to  his 
majefty’s  forces  in  India,  to  Mifs 
Lucia  Cary,  eldell  daughter  of  the 
late  Lucius  Ferdinand  Cary,  only 
fon  of  lord  vifcount  Falkland. 

10.  Rev.  Auriol  Drummond,  fon 
of  the  late  archbilhop  of  York,  and 
nephew  to  the  earl  of  Kinnoul,  to 
Mifs  De  Vifme,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  De  Vifme,  efq. 

14.  Lord  vifcount  Deerhurft,  to 
Mifs  Pitches,  daughter  to  Sir  Abra¬ 
ham  Pitches. 

John  William  Egerton,  efq.  to 
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Mifs  Haynes,  only  daughter  of  Sa¬ 
muel  Haynes,  efq. 

Archibald  Stewart,  efq.  capt.  in 
the  royal  horfe  guards,  to  Mrs.  Hay, 
of  Theobald’s,  Hertfordlhire,  wi¬ 
dow  of  the  late  Adam  Hay,  efq,  and 
lifter  of  Sir  Harry  Harpur,  bart* 

23.  The  rev.  John  Gibbons,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  late  Sir  John  Gib¬ 
bons,  bart.  and  knight  of  the  Bath, 
to  Mifs  Rebecca  Afliley. 

Lately,  at  Edinburgh,  major 
James  William  Baillie,  of  the  7th 
regiment,  to  the  hon.  Mifs  Rofs. 

Sir  John  Freke,  bart.  at  Saun- 
der’s  Court,  in  Ireland,  to  the  hon. 
lady  Catherine  Gore. 

Feb.  4.  By  fpecial  licence,  the 
hon.  Mr.  Grimfton,  brother  to  the 
right  hon.  lord  vifcount  Grimfton, 
to  Mifs  Sophia  Elizabeth  Hoare,  co« 
heirefs  of  the  late  Richard  Hoare, 
efq. 

1 3.  Hon.  Thomas  Onflow,  tofylrs. 
Duncombe,  relidt  of  the  late  Tho¬ 
mas  Duncombe,  efq. 

Lady  Arabella  Crofbie,  filler  to 

the  earl  of  Glandore,  to  - - Ward, 

efq,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  bro¬ 
ther  to  lord  Ward. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Dukenfeld,  bart* 
of  Chefhire,  to  Mifs  Ward,  filter 
to  John  AYard,  efq.  of  Kent. 

March  3.  By  fpecial  licence,  the 
hon.  George  Richard  Sf.  John,  to 
Mifs  Charlotte  Collins,  daughter  of 
the  rev.  Mr.  Collins,  of  Winchefler, 

13.  By  a  fpecial  licence,  Wil¬ 
liam  Manners,  efq.  fon  of  the  rev, 
Mr.  Manners,  to  Mifs  Whichcott, 
the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Whichcott,  bait,  of  Aftvardby. 

20.  Richard  Bagot,  efq.  brother 
of  lord  Bagot,  to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Frances  Howard,  daughter  of  lady 
Andover. 

April  Sc  By  a  fpecial  licence,  Sir 
William  Jones,  to  Mifs  Shipley,  el¬ 
dell:  daughter  of  the  bifhop  of  St, 
Afaph. 

(E  2)  21.  By 
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21.  By  a  fpecial  licence,  the  right 
hon.  John- Richard,  earl  Delaware, 
to  Mifs  Lyell,  only  daughter  of 
Henry  Lyell,  efq. 

28.  Sir  David  Carnegie,  bait,  of 
Southelk,  to  Mifs  Elliot,  daughter 
of  Andrew  Elliot,  efq  late  lieutenant- 
governor  of  New  York. 

Captain  Baker,  of  the  5th  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  to  Mifs  Bernard,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Bernard,  bart. 

May  I.  Syr  Henry  Gough,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Carpenter,  daughter  of  ge¬ 
neral  Carpenter. 

William  Walter  Yea,  efq.  elded 
fon  of  Sir  William  Yea,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Newman,  daughter  of  Francis 
Newman,  efq.  of  Cadbury-houfe, 
Somerfetlhire. 

6.  By  fpecial  licence,  William 
Beckford,  efq,  to  lady  Margaret 
Gordon,  daughter  to  the  earl  of 
Aboine, 

12.  Lady  Frances  Scott,  lifter  to 
the  duke  of  Buccieugh,  to - Dou¬ 

glas,  efq.ofDouglas-caflle,  Scotland. 

16.  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  of  the  68th  regiment, 
to  Mifs  Frances  Leighton,  young¬ 
ed  daughter  of  the  late  general 
Leighton. 

20.  James  King,  efq.  younged 
fon  of  Gilbert  King,  fefq.  of  Charles 
Town,  in  the  county  of  Rofcom- 
mon,  to  the  hon.  Mils  Creighton, 
elded  daughter  to  lord  viicount 
Erne. 

25-  Jol'n  Aubrey,  efq.  of  Dor- 
ton,  Bucks,  to  Mifs  Carter,  of  Chil¬ 
ton,  in  the  fame  county,  with  a  for¬ 
tune  of  1 50,000!. 

June  5.  Sir  John  Jervis,  knight 
of  the  Bath,  to  Mils  Parker,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  right  hon.  Sir  Thomas 
Parker. 

2 2.  The  right  hon.  Sir  Jofeph 
Ycrke,  knight  of  the  Bath,  to  the 
dowager  baronefs  de  Boetzelaer,  re¬ 
fill  of  the  late  baron  de  Boetzelaer, 
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formerly  fird  noble  of  the  province 
of  Holland. 

24.  Sir  George  Allanfon  Winn, 
bart.  to  Mifs  Blennerhalfet.  , 

29.  Captain  Sir  William  Cha- 
loner  Burnaby,  of  the  navy,  and  of 
Broughton,  in  Oxfordfhire,  bart.  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  Molineux,  fecond 
daughter  of  Crifp  Molineux,  of 
Garboldilham,  Norfolk,  efq. 

July  3.  John  Smyth,  efq.  of  Ma¬ 
deira,  to  Mifs  Leigh,  of  St.  James’s- 
ftreet,  daughterof  the  late  Sir  Eger- 
ton  Leigh,  baronet. 

10.  The  right  hon.  the  earl  of 
Chatham,  to  the  hon.  Mifs  Town- 
Ihend,  daughter  of  lord  Sidney. 

15.  Lewis  Majendie,  efq.  captain 
in  the  king’s  regiment  of  light  dra¬ 
goons,  to  Mifs  Hoghton,  daughter 
of  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  bart. 

20.  By  a  fpecial  licence,  the  earl 
of  Denbigh,  to  lady  Halfard/  wi¬ 
dow  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Halfard, 
bart. 

Captain  Patrick  Tytler,  of  the 
80th  regiment,  to  Mifs  Ifabells 
Erlkine,  younged  daughter  of  the 
hon.  James  Erlkine,  of  Alva,  one 
of  the  fenators  of  the  college  of 
judice, 

Robert  Denifon,  of  Mean  wood, 
efq.  to  Mifs  Frances  Brooke,  young¬ 
ed  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Rich. 
Brooke,  bart. 

29.  Hon.  Grenville  AnfonChet- 
wynd,  third  fon  of  lord  vifeount 
Chetwynd,  to  Mifs  Stapylton. 

30.  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  bait,  to 
Mifs  Maria  Fergus. 

Aug .  7,  Morton  Eden,  efq.  his 
majedy’s  envoy  extraordinary  at  the 
court  of  Saxony,  to  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Henley,  younged  lider  to  the  earl 
of  Northington. 

12.  Sir  George  Army tage,  bart. 
of  Kirklees,  Yorklhire,  to  Mifs 
Harboard,  elded  daughter  of  Sir 
Harboard  Harboard,  bart.  of  Gun* 
ten  in  Norfolk, 


28.  Richard 
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1 8.  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  Richard  Hoare,  efq.  of 
Barn  Elms,  to  the  hon.  Mils  Lyttel¬ 
ton,  elded  daughter  of  lord  Weft- 
cote,  of  Hagley  Park,  in  Worcefter- 
{hire. 

-  The  rev.  Edward  Beckingham 
Benfon,  to  the  right  hon.  lady  Fran¬ 
ces  Alicia  Sandys,  filler  of  the  earl 
of  Tankerville 

Sept.  9.  The  right  hon  the  earl  of 
Eglintown,  to  Mil's  Twifden,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Sir  William  Twifden, 

Id  f 

1  3.  Robert  Sheffield,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Pitches,  daughter  of  Sir  Abraham 
Pitches. 

16.  The  hon.  George  Dairy  triple, 
brother  to  the  earl  of  Stair,  to  Mifs 
Harland,  eldeft  furviving  daughter 
of  admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland. 

24.  Sir  Robert  Wilmot,  baronet, 
of  Ofmafton,  in  the  county  of  Der¬ 
by,  to  the  hon.  Mrs.  Byron,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  hon.  admiral  Byron. 

Sir  Thomas  Wallace,  to  Mifs 
Gordon. 

051.  6.  James  Whyte,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Catharine  Hildyard,  daughter 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Hildyard, 
bart. 

9.  David  Murray,  efq.  nephew 
to  lord  Elibank,  to  Mifs  Harley, 
fourth  daughter  of  the  right  hon, 
Thomas  Harley. 

Lord  vifcount  Valentia,  to  Mifs 
Cavendifh,  daughter  to  the  right 
hon.  Sir  Henry  Cavendifh,  bart. 

Nov.  1 .  The  rev.  Mr  O’Beirne, 
fecretary  to  the  ftrft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  to  Mifs  Stuart,  only 'furviv¬ 
ing  child  of  the  hon.  colonel  Francis 
Stuart,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Mo- 
ray. 

Dec.  3.  William  Billingham,  efq. 
to  Mifs  Fanny  Cholmondeley, young- 
eft  daughter  to  the  hon.  Robert 
Cholmondeley. 

16.  By  fpecial  licence,  Thomas 

Boothby  Parkvns,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of 
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Sir  Thomas  Parkyns,  bart.  to  Mifs 
James,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
William  James,  bart. 

17.  Alexander  Adair,  efq.  of 
Flixtojn-hall,  in  Suffolk,  to  Mifs 
Lydia  Thomas,  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Thomas,  bart.  of  Yap- 
ton  place,  in  Suffey. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1783. 

Jan.  4.  Rev.  John  Hume,  dean 
of  Derry,  in  Ireland,  void  by  the 
refignation  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Edward 
Emily. 

Dr.  Scott,  to  the  office  of  regi- 
ffer  of  the  court  of  faculties. 

The  countefs  of  Pembroke,  to  be 
one  of  the  ladies  of  her  majefty’s 
bed-chamber,  in  the  room  of  tlys 
countefs  of  Hertford,  deceafed. 

Alexander  Chalmers,  to  be  com- 
miliary  clerk  of  the  commiffariot  of 
Murray,  vacant  by  the  refignation 
of  Mr.  William  Dunbar. 

8,  The  order  of  the  Bath  upon 
the  right  hon.  George  Auguftus 
Eliott,  general  of  his  majefty’s 
forces,  and  governor  of  Gibraltar. 

Sir  William  Hamilton,  K.  B.  and 
Sir  William  Mufgrave,  bart.  to  be 
truffees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum. — Sir 
Herbert  Mack  worth,  bart.  and  James 
Davifon,  efq.  to  be  vice  prefidents 
of  the  fociety  for  the  encouragement 
of  arts,  manufactures,  and  com¬ 
merce. 

10.  John  Starr,  efq.  of  Halfton, 
in  the  county  of  York,  rear  admiral 
of  the  red. 

1 1,  Lieutenant-generalSirCharles 
Grey,  knight  of  the  Bath,  to  be 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of 
his  majefty’s  forces  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  the  room  of  Sir  G-uy  Carle- 
ton,  knight  of  the  Bath. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Herbert  Hill,  to 
be  chaplain  to  the  Britifh  factory  at 
Li  (hon. 

(E  3) 
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The  rev.  Mr.  John  Bell,  to  be 
chaplain  to  the  Britifii  factory  at 
Oporto. 

12.  Lady  Elizabeth  Waldegrave, 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Waldegrave, 
is  appointed  lady  of  the  bedchamber 
to  the  princefs  royal. 

The  right  hon.  Nathaniel  Newn- 
ham,  efq.  lord-mayor,  eledled  pre- 
lident  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  in 
the  room  of  Samuel  Plumbe,  efq. 
late  alderman  of  Caftle  Baynard 
ward,  who  has  refigned. 

Lord  Shelburne  appointed  John 
Morin,  efq.  his  private  feeretary, 
to  the  office  of  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces  in  Gibraltar,  and  keeper 
of  the  ft  ate  papers  in  Whitehall. 

22.  Hon.  Charles  Howard,  com¬ 
monly  called  earl  of  Surry,  to  be 
lord  lieutenant  of  the  Weft  Riding 
in  the  county  of  York,  and  of  the 
city  of  York  and  county  of  the  fame, 

28.  Richard  vifcount  Howe,  ad¬ 
miral  Hugh  jPigot,  Charles  Brett, 
and  Richard  Hopkins,  efquires,  John 
Jefferies  Pratt,  John  Aubrey,  efq. 
and  John  Levefon  Gower,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  commiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty. 

Feb.  1.  The  rev.  St.  Andrew  St. 
John,  M.  A.  uncle  to  lord  St.  John, 
to  the  deanry  of  Worcefter,  vice 
Dr.  Foley,  deceafed. 

10.  The  marquis  of  Carmarthen 
ambaffador  extraordinary  to  his 
Chriftian  majefty  ;  and  William 
Fawkener,  efq.  to  be  his  lordfhip’s 
feeretary. 

SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his 
Majcjiy  in  Council . 

Berkshire,  James  Patey,  of  Read¬ 
ing,  efq. 

Bedfordjhire ,  John  Dilley,  of 
Southill,  efq. 

Bucks,  David  Devifme,  of  Great 
Miffenden,  efq. 

Cumberland ,  John  Orfeur  Yates, 
of  Sfierwith  Abbey,  efq. 


CheJInre,  Davis  Davenport,  of 
Capefthorn,  efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon ,  Wil¬ 
liam  Vachell,  of  Hingefton,  efq. 

Cornwall ,  Chriftopher  Hawkins, 
of  Trewithen,  efq. 

De-vonjhire ,  Francis  Role  Drewe, 
of  Grange,  efq. 

Dorfetjlnre ,  Francis  John  Browne, 
of  Frampton,  efq. 

Derbyjhire ,  fir  Edward  Every,  of 
Eggington,  bart. 

Effex ,  John  Godfalve  Croffe,  of 
Badclow,  efq. 

Glouce/ic?Jbire ,  Jofeph  Roberts,  of 
Clapton-lane,  efq. 

Hertfordffire ,  Robert  Mackay,  of 
Tewin,  efq. 

Herefordshire ,  Tomkyns  Dew,  of 
Whitney,  efq. 

Kent ,  Henry  Hawley,  of  Ley- 
bourne,  efq, 

Lcicejlerjhire ,  Charles  Loraine 
Smith,  of  Enderby,  efq. 

Lincoln Jb ire ,  fir  Jenifon  William 
Gordon,  of  Branfton,  bait. 

Monmoutbjhire ,  Eliftia  Bifcoe,  of 
Dixton,  efq. 

Northumberland, ,  William  Har¬ 
grave,  of  Shawden,  efq. 

Northamptonshire,  Michael  Wodb 
hull,  of  Thinford,  efq. 

Norfolk, fir  Martin  Browne  Folkes, 
of  Hillington,  bart. 

Nottinghamshire ,  John  Gilbert 
Cooper,  of  Thurgaton,  efq. 

Oxfordshire ,  Sir  Gregory  Page 
Turner,  of  Ambrofeden,  bart. 

Rutlandshire ,  John  Bellars,  of 
Seaton,  efq. 

Shropshire, Ifaae  Hawkins  Browne, 
of  Badger,  efq. 

Somerfctfnre,  Peter  Sherftone,  of 
Wells,  elq. 

Staffordshire ,  Richard  Gildart,  of 
Norton,  efq. 

Suffolk ,  Robert  Trotman,  of  Ipf- 
wich,  efq. 

Southa?npton ,  William  Powleit 
Powjett,  of  Sombourne,  efq. 

Surrey  $ 


Surrey ,  Henry  Boulton,  of  Lea- 
therhead,  eiq. 

Suffix,  john  Norton,  of  South- 
wick,  efq. 

WarvjickJhirc,  John  Neale,  of  Al- 
lefley  Park,  efq. 

JVorccfterjbire ,  Jonathan  Pytts,  of 
Kyre,  efq. 

Wiltjhire ,  Thomas  PI  alley,  of 
Fifherton  Anger,  efq. 

Yorkjbire ,  fir  Robert  Darcy  Hild- 
yard,  of  Wineftead,  bait. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon ,  Thomas  Meredith,  of 
Brecon,  efq, 

Carmarthen ,  John  Davies,  of 
Trawfinaur,  efq. 

Cardigan ,  John  Benyon,  of  Duf- 
fryn,  efq. 

Glamorgan ,  William  Kemys,  of 
Yny  far  ward,  efq. 

Pembroke,  Thomas  Wright,  of 
Popehill,  efq.  j 

Radnor ,  Thomas  Price,  of  Giaf- 
combe,  efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefcy ,  Morgan  Jones,  of  Sker¬ 
ries,  efq. 

Carnarvon ,  ThomasAlhton  Smith, 
of  V aenol,  efq. 

Denbigh ,  Charles  Goodwin,  of 
Burton,  efq. 

Flint ,  George  Prefcott,  of  Ha- 
warden,  efq. 

Merioneth ,  Robert  Evans,  of  Bod- 
wenni,  efq. 

Montgomery Jhire ,  William  Hiunf- 
freys,  ofLlwyn,  efq, 

14.  Duke  of  Rutland  was  ap-. 
pointed  fieward  of  his  majefiy’s 
houfehoid. 

15.  John  Charles  Lucena,  efq. 
to  be  conful  for  the  court  of  Portu¬ 
gal  in  Great  Britain. 

20.  The  hon.  William  Skeffing- 
ton,  equerry  to  her  majefty,  in  the 
room  of  the  hon.  John  Well:,  now 
earl  Delawar, 


22.  The  hon.  John  Trevor,  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia  ;  and  lord  Galway,  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  ele&or  Palatine, 
and  minifier  to  the  diet  at  Ratilbon. 

Alexander  Murray,  efq.  to  be  one 
of  the  lords  of  feifion  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain. 

Elav  Campbell,  efq.  advocate,  to 
be  his  majefiy’s  folici  tor-general  in 

Scotland. 

26.  His  majefty  was  pleafed  to 
confer  the  honour  of  knighthood  on 
Hie  riff  Taylor. 

28.  « — — —  Morfe,  efq.  governor 
of  the  fettlement  on  the  river  Gam¬ 
bia. 

March  1.  Edward  Mathew,  efq. 
major-gen.  of  his  majefiy’s  forces, 
to  be  capt.  gen.  and  governor  in 
chief  in  and  over  the  illand  of  Gre¬ 
nada,  and  fuch  of  the  illands,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Grenadines,  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  illand  of  Car- 
riacou,  including  that  illand,  and 
lying  between  the  fame  and  Gre¬ 
nada. 

Edmund  Lincoln,  efq.  to  be  capt. 
gen.  and  governor  in  chief  in  and 
over  the  illand  of  St.  Vincenr,  Be- 
quia,  and  fuch  other  the  illands, 
commonly  called  the  Grenadines,  as 
lie  to  the  northward  of  of  the  illand 
of  Carriacou,  in  America. 

John  Qrde,  efq.  to  be  capt,  gen. 
and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over 
the  illand  of  Dominica  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies,  in  America. 

4.  The  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
hon.  Francis  Rawdon,  (commonly 
called  lord  Rawdon)  by  the  title  of 
baron  Rawdon,  of  Rawdon,  in  the 
county  of  York. 

The  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
right  hon.  Thomas  Townfhend,  by 
the  title  of  baron  Sydney,  of  Chi- 
felhurfi,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
4)  '  king* 
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com  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  rev. 
Mark  Sykes,  D.  D.  of  Sledmire,  in 
the  county  of  York, 

The  like  dignity  to  lieut.  gen. 
John  Dalling,  of  Burwood,  in  the 
county  of  Surry. 

_  William  Jones,  efq.  the  office  of 
one  of  the  judges  of  his  majedy’s 
fupreme  court  of  judicature,  at  fort 
William,  in  Bengal,  in  the  room  of 
Stephen  Caefar  Le  Maiftre,  efq.  de- 
ceafed. 

3.  His  grace  the  duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  elecfted  governor,  and  the 
right  hon.  lord  Elliock,  deputy,  go¬ 
vernor,  of  the  royal  bank  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

8.  Anthony  Mangini,  efq.  was 
approved  of  as  conful  for  the  re-' 
public  of  Genoa  in  the  city  of  Lan¬ 
dau. 

The  earl  of  Arran  to  be  a  knight 
of  St.  Patrick,  vice  earl  of  Antrim, 
declined. 

Edwcfrd  Fanning,  efq.  to  be  lieut, 
gov.  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
vice  hr  Andrew  Snape  Hamond. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Willoughby,  fon 
of  lord  Middleton,  to  be  colonel  of 
the  Nottingham  militia,  in  the  room 
of  the  late  lord  George  Sutton. 

12.  Lord  Mountduart  was  ap¬ 
pointed  ambaflador  extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
Spain. 

Robert  Lifton,  efq.  to  be  his  fe- 
cretary. 

The  following  to  be  his  majedy’s 
confuls  in  the  dominions  of  the  king 
of  Spain : 

Alexander  Munro,  efq.  at  Ma¬ 
drid. 

Herman  Katencamp,  efq.  in  Ga¬ 
licia,  Afturia  and  St.  Andero. 

John  Hunter,  efq.  at  Seville  and 
San  Lncar. 

John  Elardy,  efq.  at  Cadiz. 

Jofiah  Marfh,  efq.  at  Malaga. 

John  Lidderdale,  efq.  at  Cartha- 
gena. 

Patrick  Wilkie,  efq.  at  Alicant. 


William  Gregory,  efq.  at  Barce¬ 
lona. 

Anthony  Merry,  efq.  at  Ma¬ 
jorca. 

14.  Samuel  Eflwicke,  efq,  to  be 
fecretary  and  regifler  to  the  royal 
hofpital  at  Chelfea,  vice  John  Pow¬ 
ell,  efq.  removed :  and  Hervey 
Smyth,  efq.  to  be  joint  agent  and 
folicitor  to  the  invalids,  vice  laid 
Powell. 

Edwin  Francis  Stanhope,  efq. 
gentleman  ufher  of  the  privy  cham¬ 
ber,  to  be  one  of  her  majeity’s  e- 
querries,  in  the  room  of  the  hon, 
John  Wed. 

Guadvus  Guydiekens,  efq.  gen¬ 
tleman  ufher  daily  waiter,  to  be  gen¬ 
tleman  ufher  of  the  privy  chamber, 
in  the  room  of  Edwin  Francis  Stan¬ 
hope,  efq. 

Patrick  Bellew,  efq.  to  be  one  of 
the  gentlemen  u fliers  daily  waiters, 
in  the  room  of  Gudavus  Guy- 
dickens,  efq. 

William  Jarvis,  efq.  to  be  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  cuftoms  in  Antigua. 

Samuel  Efdaile,  efq.  comptroller 
of  the  cudoms  in  St.  Vincent’s. 

— —  Morfe,  efq.  chief  judice  of 
Gambia :  and  Arthur  Charters  Mur¬ 
phy,  efq.  fecretary  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  clerk  of  the  council. 

J.Williamfon,  efq,  comptroller  of 
Grenada. 

16.  The  honour  of  knighthood 
on  Alexander  Munro,  efq.  his  ma® 
jedy’s  conful  at  Madrid. 

His  royal  highnefs  prince  Edward 
to  be  fenior  knight  companion  of 
the  illudrious  order  of  St,  Patrick. 

23.  Major  Bernard,  of  the  20th 
dragoons,  to  be  mader  of  the  jewel 
office,  in  the  room  of  the  late  col. 
William  Egerton. 

Lord  Sydney  to  be  governor  of 
the  Charter-houfe,  in  the  room  of 
the  late  archbp.  of  Canterbury. 

29.  Patrick  Maxwell,  efq.  to  be 
fecretary  regider,  clerk  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  clerk  of  the  inrollments  in 

the 
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the  ifland  of  Grenada,  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies. 

Charles  Afhweli,  efq.  to  be  the 
fame  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent’s, 
and  its  dependencies. 

Griffin  Curtis,  efq.  to  be  the  fame 
in  the  ifland  of  Dominica. 

April  2.  Dr.  Moore  was  tranflated 
from  the  fee  of  Bangor  to  the  arch- 
bifhoprick  of  Canterbury. 

The  right  hon.  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  to  be  treafurer  of  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  navy. 

The  right  hon.  David,  vifc.  Stor¬ 
mont,  to  be  lord  prefident  of  his 
majefly’s  moil  hon.  privy  council. 

The  right  hon.  Frederick,  earl  of 
Carlifle,  privy  feal. 

The  right  hon.  lord  North,  and 
the  right  hon,  Charles  James  Fox, 
principal  fecretaries  of  flare. 

His  grace  William  Henry,  duke 
of  Portland,  the  right  hon.  John 
Cavcndifh,  the  right  hon.  Charles 
Howard,  Frederick  Montagu,  efq. 
and  fir  Grey  Cooper,  bart.  to  be 
commiffioners  of  the  treasury. 

The  right  hon.  lord  John  Caven- 
diffi,  to  be  chancellor  and  under- 
treafurer  of  the  exchequer, 

Capt.  Congreve,  comptroller  of 
the  royal  elaboratory,  in  the  room 
of  the  hon.  capt.  Napier. 

4.  John  Montagu,  efq.  vice-ad¬ 
miral  of  the  red,  to  be  the  port  ad¬ 
miral  at  Portfmouth. 

7.  The  right  hon,  William  Eden, 
to  be  of  his  majefly’s  mo  ft  hon. 
privy  council. 

Admiral  lord  vifc.  Keppel,  admi¬ 
ral  Hugh  Pigot,  the  right  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ponfonby,  lord  vifc.  D uncan¬ 
non,  the  hon.  John  Townfhend,  fir 
John  Lindfay,  knight  of  the  Bath, 
William  Jolliffe  and  Whitffied  Keene, 
efqrs.  to  be  commiffioners  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  of  high  admiral  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

The  right  hon,  Edmund  Burke, 
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to  be  receiver  and  paymafler-gene- 
ral  of  the  forces. 

The  honour  of  knighthood  on 
Jofeph  Senhoufe,  efq.  mayor  of  the 
city  or  Carlifle. 

9.  The  right  hon,  Charles  Gre- 
ville,  to  be  treafurer  of  his  majefly’s 
houfehold. 

The  right  hon.  Alexander  lord 
Loughborough,  lord  chief  juilice  of 
his  majefly’s  court  of  common  pleas, 
fir  William  Henry  Afhhurfl,  one  of 
the  jnflices  of  his  majefly’s  court  of 
king’s  bench,  and  fir  Beaumont 
Hotham,  one  of  the  batons  of  his 
majefly’s  court  of  exchequer,  to  be 
lords  commiffioners  for  the  cuflody 
of  the  great  feal. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Manches¬ 
ter,  to  be  ambaffador  extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  to  the  moft 
Chriflian  king. 

The  earl  of  Shannon,  the  right 
hon.  Charles  Spencer,  common¬ 
ly  called  lord  Charles  Spencer, 
and  the  right  hon.  William  Eden, 
to  be  vice-treafurers  of  the  kingdom, 
of  Ireland. 

1 1.  George  Maddifon,  efq.  to  be 
his  majefly’s  fecretary  of  embaffy  to 
the  mofl  Chriflian  king. 

The  right  hon,  lord  Foley,  and 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Frederic  Car¬ 
teret,  to  be  pofimafters-generah 

12.  The  earl  of  Dartmouth,  lord 
fleward  of  his  majefly’s  houfehold. 

The  earl  of  Hertford  to  be  lord 
chamberlain  of  his  majefly’s  houfe¬ 
hold. 

The  earl  of  Cholmondeley  to  be 
captain  of  the  yeomen  of  the  guards. 

Lord  vifc.  Townfhend  to  be  ma- 
fler-general  of  the  ordnance. 

Henry  Strachey,  efq.  to  be  keeper 
of  his  majefly’s  flores,  ordnance, 
and  ammunition  of  war. 

William  Adam,  efq.  to  be  trea¬ 
furer  and  paymafler  of  his  majefly’s 
ordnance. 

The  right  hon.  Richard  Fitz¬ 
patrick, 


74)  F  R  I  N  C  I  P  A  L  [r/8p 


patrick,  his  majefty’s  fecretary  at 
war. 

Henry  Duncan,  efq.  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  navy. 

14.  - St.  John,  efq.  of  Lin- 

coln’s-inn,  bar ri tier  at  law,  to  be 
under  fecretary  to  lord  North. 

The  right  hon.  George  James, 
earl  of  Cholmondeley,  the  right 
hon.  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  and  the 
right  hon.  Frederick  Montagu,  were 
fworn  of  the  privy  council. 

15.  Earl  Fitzwilliam  to  be  Guidos 
rotuiorum  for  the  foke  or  liberty  of 
Peterborough,  in  Northampton¬ 
shire. 

John  Lee,  efq.  to  be  folicitor- 
general. 

20.  Sir  Willoughby  Afhton  to  be 
ufher  of  the  black  rod  in  Ireland, 
under  the  earl  of  Northington. 

29.  John  Courtney,  efq.  mailer 
Purveyor  of  the  ordnance. 

Humphry  Minchin,  efq.  clerk  of 
the  ordnance. 

The  bifhop  of  Worcefter  to  be 
clerk  of  the  clofet  to  his  rnajefly. 

Dr.  Warren  to  be  bifhop  of  Ban- 
gor. 

May  3.  The  right  hon.  Robert, 
earl  of  Northington,  lieut.  gen.  and 
general  governor  of  his  majefly’s 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

6.  James  Wallace,  efq.  to  be  at¬ 
torney-general. 

The  earl  of  Leven  to  be  his  ma* 
jelly’s  high  cornmiffioner  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  affembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland. 

14.  The  right  hon.  George  Har¬ 
ry,  earl  of  Stamford,  to  be  lord 
lieut.  of  the  county  of  Chefter,  and 
of  the  city  of  Chefter  and  county  of 
the  fame. 

17.  Dr.  Lewis  Bagot,  bifhop 
of  Rriftol,  to  be  bifhop  of  Nor¬ 
wich. 

John  Moutray,  efq.  to  be  a  com- 
miffioner  of  the  navy. 

John  Laforey,  efq.  to  be  a  com- 


miffioner  for  navy  affairs  at  Ply¬ 
mouth. 

The  earl  of  Sandwich,  to  be 
ranger  and  keeper  of  St.  James’s 
Park,  and  of  Hyde  Park. 

The  earl  of  Jerfey  to  be  captain 
of  his  majefty’s  band  of  penfioners. 

The  lord  vifc.  Hinchinbroke,  to 
be  mailer  of  his  majefty’s  buck- 
hounds. 

James  Hefeltine,  efq.  to  be  his 
majefty’s  procurator. 

22.  Counfellor  Erfkine  to  be 
king’s  council. 

23.  A.  Pigot  to  be  a  king’s  coun¬ 
cil. 

June  14.  Dr.  Wiifon,  billion  of 
Briflol. 

15.  Rev.  Cyril  Jackfon  to  be 
dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of 
Chrift  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford. 
And,  Rev.  Thomas  Shafto  to  be 
canon  of  the  fame  church,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Jackfon. 

16.  The  right  hon.  lord  vifcount 
Keppel,  firfl  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
was  unanimoufly  chofen  rnafler,  and 
fir  William  James,  bart.  deputy 
rnafler  of  the  Trinity -houfe. 

1*7.  Dr*  Smallwell,  bifhop  of  St. 
David’s. 

26.  Thomas  Davenport,  efq.  was 
called  to  the  degree  of  ferjeant  at 
law.  As  was  alfo  Naffi  Grofle,  efq. 

27.  Serjeant  Davenport  was 
knighted  by  his  rnajefly. 

July  1.  Three  doctors  of  divinity 
were  admitted  at  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mencement,  viz.  Dr.  Heath  and  Dr. 
Summer  of  King’s  college,  and  Dr. 
Bacon  of  Trinity  college. 

4.  Captain  John  Collins,  in  the 
navy,  was  knighted. 

12.  John  Hunt,  efq.  to  be  col¬ 
lector  of  Baffeterre,  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  Chriflopher,  in  the  room  of 
Richard  Gamon,  efq.  refigned. 

Aug,  13.  The  hon.  Henry  Er¬ 
fkine,  (brother  of  the  earl  of  Buchan, 
to  the  office  of  lord  advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land, 
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land,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Dun- 
das,  efq. 

Henry  Mathias,  efq.  the  offices  or 
places  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of 
the  crown  in  the  counties  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  Pembroke,  and  Cardigan, 
and  the  town  of  Haverfordwed,  and 
borough  of  Carmarthen. 

19.  Alieyne  Fitzherbert,  efq.  to 
be  his  majedy’s  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh, 

22.  Thomas  Page,  efq.  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  had  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood  conferred  on  him* 

26.  George  Ogle,  efq.  and  the 
hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  to  be  of  his 
majedy’s  moil  honourable  privy 
council  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

28,  The  earl  of  Derby  to  be 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  and  county 
Palatine  of  Lancailer,  vice  lord  Aih- 
burton. 

70.  John  Randolph,  bachelor  of 
divinity,  to  be  regius  profefTor  of 
divinity  in  the  univerlity  of  Oxford, 
with  the  place  and  dignity  of  a  ca¬ 
non  of  the  cathedral  church  of 
Chriil  in  the  faid  univerlity,  void 
by  the  death  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Benja¬ 
min  Wheeler. 

The  hon.  and  rev.  Edward  Sey¬ 
mour  Conway,  M.  A.  to  be  a  canon 
of  the  faid  cathedral  church,  void 
by  the  death  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Benja¬ 
min  Kennicott. 

The  hon.  and  rev.,  George  Ha¬ 
milton,  M.  A.  to  be  a  prebend  of 
his  majedy’s  free  chapel  of  St. 
George  in  [the  cadle  of  Winafor, 
void  by  the  death  of  the  rev.  Dr. 
John  James  Majendie. 

Sept .  20.  Letters  patent  palled  the 
great  feal,  granting  John,  lord  Shef¬ 
field,  the  title  of  baron  Sheffield  of 
Rofcpmmon,  in  the  county  of  Rof- 
common,  with  remainders  feverally 
to  his  daughters. 

The  like  dignity  of  baron  of  the 


faid  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen  : 

Arthur  Pomroy,  of  Newbury,  in 
the  county  of  Kildare,  efq.  baron 
Harberton  of  Carbery,  in  the  faid 
county. 

Robert  Clements,  efq,  baron  Lei¬ 
trim  of  Manor  Hamilton,  in  the 
county  of  Leitrim. 

Francis  Mathew,  efq.  baron  Lan- 
daff  of  Thomaftown,  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary.  And 

William  Tonfon,  efq.  baron  Ri~ 
verfdale,  of  Rathcormuck,  in  the 
county  of  Cork. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronefs  of  the 
faid  kingdom  to  Mrs.  Chridian  Hely 
Hutchinfon,  wife  of  the  right  hon. 
John  Hely  Hutch infon,  by  the  title 
of  Baronefs  Donogmore  of  Knock- 
lofty,  in  the  county  of  Tippe¬ 
rary. 

'The  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  faid 
kingdom  to  fir  John  Huiley  Dela¬ 
va  i,  bart.  by  the  title  of  baron  De- 
laval  of  Redford,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary. 

To  John  Pennington,  efq.  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  baron  Muncader  ;  with  re¬ 
mainder  to  his  brother  lieut.  col. 
Lowther  Pennington. 

To  Richard  Pennant,  efq.  the 
title  of  baron  Penrhyn,in  the  county 
of  Lowth. 

Oft.  2 1.  William  Lucas,  efq.  to 
be  his  majedy’s  chief-judice  of  the 
illands  of  Grenada  and  the  Grena¬ 
dines,  in  America. 

Alhton  Warner  Byam,  efq.  to  be 
his  majedy’s  attorney-general,  and 
Kenneth  Francis  Mackenzie,  efq.  to 
be  his  majedy’s  folicitor-generai,  in 
the  faid  illands. 

25.  The  right  hon.  lord  William 
Cavendilh  Bentinck,  clerk  of  the 
pipe. 

Nov,  ir.  Rev.  Dr.  Kaye,  dean 
of  Lincoln. 

George  Payne,  conful -general  at 
Morocco. 

19.  Mr„ 
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19.  Mr.  John  Lee,  attorney-ge¬ 
neral. 

Mr.  James  Mansfield,  folicitor- 
general. 

The  hon.  Thomas  Erlkine,  and 
Arthur  Pigott,  efq.  the  former  ap¬ 
pointed  attorney- general,  and  the 
latter  folicitor-general  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Walpole,  appoint¬ 
ed  envoy  to  the  court  of  Bavaria. 

2o»  Lord  vifc.  Lewifham,  lord 
warden  of  the  Stannaries,  and  Rew¬ 
ard  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall. 

25.  Richard  Ackom  Harrifon, 
efq.  to  be  colledtor  of  his  majefly’s 
cuftoms  at  the  port  of  Hull. 

Dec,  6.  Hon.  capt.  George  Fitz- 
roy,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  the  prince  of 
Wales. 

10.  The  rev.  William  Dickfon, 
clerk,  M.  A.  bilhop  of  the  united 
bilhopricks  of  Down  and  Connor. 

13.  Anthony  Stprer,  efq.  mini- 
iler  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  during  the  ab fence  of  the 
duke  of  Mancheiter. 

20.  The  right  hon.  George,  earl 
Temple,  one  of  his  majefly’s  princi¬ 
pal  fecretaries  of  hate. 

The  right  hon.  Granville,  earl 
Gower,  lord  prefident  of  the  privy- 
council. 

The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  to  the  fe- 
veral  gentlemen  under-mentioned  : 

John  Guile,  of  Higham  Court, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  efq. 

Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hamond, 
knight,  with  remainder  to  Andrew 
Snape  Douglas,  efq.  captain  in  his 
majefty’s  navy. 

Charles  Barrow,  of  Hygrove,  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefler,  efq.  with 
remainder  to  Thomas  Crawley  Boe- 
vy,  of  Flanley  Abby,  in  the  faid 
county,  efq. 

John  Morfhead,  of  T  re  nan  t  Park, 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  efq. 


The  rev.  Richard  Rycroft.  D.D. 
of  Calton,  in  the  county  of  York. 

John  Silvefler  Smith,  of  Newland 
Park,  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  the 
county  of  York,  efq. 

John  Lombc,  of  Great  Melton, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  efq.  with 
remainders  feveraily  to  his  brother 
Edward  Hafe,  of  Sail,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Norfolk,  efq.  and  to  the 
heirs  male  of  Vertue,  wife  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Paul  Jodrell,  of  Saxlingham,  in 
the  fame  county,  efq.  niece  of  the 
faid  John  Lombe,  efq. 

Thomas  Durrant,  of  Scottowe,  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  efq. 

Lucas  Pepys,  doHor  of  phyfic, 
of  Brook-flreet,  Grofvenor-fquare, 
phyfician  extraordinary  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  with  remainder  to  his  brother 
William  Weller  Pepys,  of  Ridley, 
in  the  county  Palatine  of  Chefler, 
efq.  one  of  the  mailers  in  the  high 
court  of  chancery. 

Francis  Wood,  of  Barniley,  in 
the  county  of  York,  efq.  fecond  fon 
of  Francis  Wood,  late  of  Barniley 
aforefaid,  efq.  deceafed,  with  re¬ 
mainder  feveraily  to  the  rev.  Henry 
Wood,  of  the  fame  place,  D,  D. 
eldefl  fon  of  the  faid  Francis  Wood, 
deceafed,  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  faid 
Francis  Wood,  deceafed. 

William  Fitzherbert,  of  Teffing- 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  efq. 
and  Thomas  Beevor,  of  Hethel,  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  efq. 

The  rev.  William  Jackfon,  clerk, 
profelfor  of  the  Greek  tongue  in 
the  univerlity  of  Oxford,  void  by 
the  refignation  of  the  rev.  Mr.  John 
Randolph. 

23.  His  grace  Charles,  duke  of 
Rutland,  to  be  keeper  of  the  privy 
feal. 

The  right  hon.  Francis,  marquis 
of  Carmarthen,  and  the  right  hon. 
Thomas,  lord  Sydney,  to  be  his 
majefly’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Hate. 

The 
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The  right  lion.  Edward,  lord 
Thurlow,  to  be  lord  high  chancel¬ 
lor  of  Great  Britain. 

The  duke,  of  Doric  t,  ambaffiador 
to  Paris. 

Daniel  Hailes,  efq.  his  fecretary. 

Lord  Saliibury  to  be  lord  cham¬ 
berlain. 

Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq.  to  be  attor- 
ney-general. 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,  efq.  foli- 
eitor-general. 

William  Pitt,  efq.  lord  Graham, 
John  Buller,  efq.  Edward  fames  El¬ 
liott,  efq.  and  John  Aubrey,  efq. 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury. 

Duke  of  Chandos,  lord -fte ward  of 
the  houfehold. 

Lord  de  Ferrars,  captain  of  the 
band  of  gentlemen  penfioners. 

i  he  hon.  William  Wyndham 
Grenville,  joint  pay-mafter  of  the 
forces. 

The  hon.  William  Pit t,  the  office 
of  chancellor  and  under- treafurer  of 
Iris  majefry's  exchequer. 

Elis  grace  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
the  office  of  mailer-general  of  his 
majefty’s  ordnance, 

Gibbs  Crawford,  efq.  the  office 
of  clerk  of  his  majefty’s  ordnance. 

John  Aldridge,  efq.  the  office  of 
keeper  of  his  rnajeily?s  ordnance. 

Thomas  Baillie,  efq.  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  deliveries  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  ordnance. 

The  right  hon.  Richard,  vifc. 
Howe,  Charles  Brett,  John  Jefferies 
Pratt,  and  John  Levefon  Gower, 
efq rs.  Henry  Bathurft,  efq.  (corn- 
monly  called  lord  Apiley),  Charles 
George  Percival,  and  James  Mody- 
ford  Haywood,  efqrs.  to  be  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  Henry  Dundas, 
the  office  of  treafurer  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  navy. 
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William  Smith,  efq.  the  office  of 
treafurer  and  paymafter  of  his  ma~ 
jelly’s  ordnance. 

G.  A.  Selwyn,  furveyor  of  crown 
lands. 

Samuel  Eftwick,  efq.  fecretary 
and  regifter  of  Chelfea  hofpital. 

The  right  hon.  Barry  Y elverton, 
lord  chief  baron  in  Ireland. 

John  Fitzgibbon,  efq.  attorney- 
general,  in  Ireland. 
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Hugh  Sand: lands,  brother  to  lord 
Torphechen,  at  Madras,  in  October 
laft. 

Dec,  19.  At  Stralburgh,  her  royal 
highnefs  theprincefs  Chriftina,  aunt 
to  the  elector  of  Saxony,  and  grand 
abbefs  of  Remiremont. 

26.  Henry  Home,  efq.  lord 
Kaimes,  judge  in  the  courts  of  fef- 
fion  and  jufticiary. 

28.  Theprincefs  Maria  Charlotta 
Antonietta,  of  Sardinia,  fpoufe  of 
his  royal  highnefs  prince  Antony, 
of  Saxony,  of  the  fmall  pox. 

Baron  Van  Affieburg,  prince  bi- 
fliop  of  Paderbourn,  in  Germany, 

Jan.  1.  The  rev.  Mr.  Green, 
head  mafter  of  Merchant  Taylors 
fchool. 

_  3.  Lady  Jane  Flack,  wife  of  Mr. 
Flack,  attorney  at  law,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  earl  of  Wigtown. 

4.  Mrs.  Corbet,  a  widow  lady  of 

an  extenfive  fortune. 

At  Madras,  the  hon,  George 

Sempill,  brother  to  lord  Sempill. 

9.  Rev.  Dr.  Foley,  uncle  to  lord 

Foley,  and  dean  of  Worcefter. 

10.  Lord  George  Sutton,  uncle 
to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Rut¬ 
land. 

11.  Admiral  John  Storr. 

Capt.  Charles  Fielding,  brother- 
in-law  to  the  earl  of  Winchelfea. 

12.  Loid  Sliding. 


14.  The 
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14.  The  lady  of  rear-admiral 
Fowke. 

Lady  Anne  Steuart,  relict  of  John 
Steuarr,  of  B lair-hall,  efq.  and 
daughter  of  the  late  Francis,  earl  of 
Morey. 

16.  Lady  dowager  Vere. 

21,  Sir  George  Armvtage,  bart.’ 

25.  vSir  Jarritt  Smyth,  bart.  hav¬ 
ing  almod  attained  his  92d  year. 

Lady  Stafford. 

Lady  Echlin,  relict  of  fxr  Robert 
Echlin,  bart.  filter  to  the  late  coun- 
tefs  of  Derby. 

27.  Mils  Sufannah  Howard, 
daughter  or  the  earl  and  countefs  of 
Carlille. 

29.  In  Scotland,  fir  James  Clerk, 
bart.  of  Pennycuick. 

At  Lilbon,  his  eminence  cardinal 
don  John  de  Cunha,  privy-counfel- 
lor  to  his  majelty,  archbifhop  of 
Evora,  and  inquilitor-general  of  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies. 

William,  earl  of  Delawar,  un¬ 
married,  aged  24,  lucceeded  by  his 
brother. 

Feb.  4.  The  right  hon,  the  coun¬ 
tefs  of  Aylefbury. 

The  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  without  male  iflue,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  his  titles  by  colonel 
Howard,  of  the  guards. 

6.  Mrs.  Huddledon,  wife  of 
Thomas  Huddlelton,  of  Hatton 
Garden,  efq.  She  w>as  the  only 
child  of  lady  Anne  Mackworth,  and 
niece  of  the  earl  of  Abercorn. 

8.  At  Bath,  the  hon.  John  Chi- 
cheder,  efq.  only  brother  to  the 
right  hon.  the  earl  of  Donnegall. 

Mrs.  Cockburn,  mother  to  the 
lady  of  dr  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
bart. 

Chridopber  Rigby,  efq,  fird  com- 
miffioner  of  his  majeby’s  exchequer. 

10.  Dr.  James  Nares,  organid. 

Lady  Ifabella  Monck,  bder  to  the 
late  duke  of  Portland,  and  aunt  to 
the  prefent  duke  of  Portland. 
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23.  And.  Pepperell,  efq.  youngeft 
brother  to  dr  Wm.  Pepperell,  bart. 

Lady  Hardres,  relibl  of  dr  Wm. 
Hardres,  bart.  of  Hardres  Court. 

23,  The  right  hon.  dowager  lady 
Carysfort, mother  of  the  prefent  lord. 

The  infant  don  Giufeppe,  their 
Sicilian  majeby’s  third  fon  (not 
quite  two  years  old). 

30.  Lady  Reeve,  relied  of  dr 
Thomas  Reeve. 

March  2.  Lady  Mary  Wed,  dder 
to  the  earl  of  Stamford. 

Lord  George  Fitzgerald,  brother 
to  the  duke  of  Leinder. 

6.  About  hx  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  as  the  hon.  Mifs  Ifabella, 
Courtenay  ,vaged  1  8,  daughter  of  lord 
vile.  Coutenay,  was  banding  before 
the  hre  at  his  lordfhip’s  houfe  in  Grof- 
venor-fquare,  the  poker  accidentally 
fell  from  the  grate,  and  fetting  her 
cloaths  on  hre,  die  was  fo  miferably 
burnt  before  any  abidance  could  be 
procured,  that  fhe  died  at  two 
o’clock  next  morning  in  the  greated 
agonies. 

9.  Lady  dowager  Walpole. 

16.  William  Egerton,  brother  to 
the  bifliop  of  Durham. 

19.  Hon.  Dr.  Frederick  Corn¬ 
wallis,  lord  archbibiop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  primate  of  all  England. 

20.  The  lady  of  dr  Robert  Shafto, 
efq.  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  late 
Thomas  Duncombe,  efq.  of  Dun- 
combe  Park,  by  lady  Diana  Howard, 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Carlifie. 

21.  The  rev.  and  hon.  Dr.  Her- 
vey,  uncle  to  the  earl  of  Bridol. 

24.  His  royal  highnefs  Charles 
Gudavus,  younged  Ion  of  the  king 
of  Sweden. 

The  right  hon.  John,  lordRollo* 
His  lorddiip  is  fucceeded  in  honours 
and  edate  by  his  elded  fon  James, 
now  lord  Rolio. 

30.  The  celebrated  anatomih, 
Dr.  William  Hunter. 

At  Hanover,  aged  turo  years, 
prince  Frederick  Charles  Ferdinand, 

younger 
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younger  fon  of  his  highnefs  prince 
Charles  Louis  Frederic  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  Strelitz. 

April  5.  Her  ferene  highnefs  the 
princefs  Louifa  Carolina,  .  mar¬ 
gravine  of  Baden  Dourlach,  and 
lifter  to  the  landgrave  of  HelTe 
Darmftadt. 

6.  Sir  William  Guife,  bart.  re- 
prefentative  for  the  county  of  Glou- 
cefter. 

Lord  Bruce,  at  Spa,  in  Germany. 

9.  Sir  John  Frederick,  bart.  F. 
R.  S.  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 

iq.  At  Greenwich,  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  admiral  Mann. 

11.  Mrs.  Olbaldefton,  relidl  of 
Dr.  Ofbaldefton,  late  biftiop  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

H  on.  Mrs.  Bofcawen,  relidt  of 
lieut.  gen.  George  Bofcawen. 

1 5.  James  Brockholes,  efq.  ne¬ 
phew  to  the  duchefs  of  Norfolk. 

19.  At  lady  Harriot  Vernon’s,  in 
Grafton-ftreet,  after  a  lingering  ill- 
nefs,  Mifs  Lucy  Vernon,  her  lady- 
Blip’s  third  daughter. 

20.  Sir  John  Ramfay,  bart.  of 
Banff, 

21.  Mrs.  Willes,  relidf  of  the  late 
right  hon.  Edward  Wiiies,  lord 
chief  baron  of  his  majefty’s  court  of 
exchequer  in  Ireland. 

23.  The  right  rev.  Dr.  Philip 
Yonge,  lord  biftiop  of  Norwich. 

28.  Lord  Charles  Cavendifli, 
grand-uncle  to  the  duke  of  Devon- 
ftiire. 

31.  The  rev.  George  Stinton, 
D.  D.  chancellor  of  the  church  of 
Lincoln. 

May  3.  Prince  Octavius,  at  Kew 
palace,  of  inoculation  for  the 
Imall-pox,  aged  four  years,  two 
months,  and  ten  days. 

6.  The  right  hon.  Hen.  Loftus, 
earl  of  Ely,  vifcount  Loftus,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  knight  of 
She  order  of  St.  Patrick. 

10.  Mrs.  Frances  Bowyer,  a 
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maiden  lady,  fifter  of  the  late  fir 
William,  and  aunt  of  the  prefent  fir 
William  Rowyer,  bart. 

11.  Henry  Ho warth,  efq. 

16.  Sir  William  Douglas,  bart. 

20.  The  right  hon.  lady  For- 
telcue,  vifcountefs  Valentia,  wife,, 
of  the  right  hon.  Arthur,  vifcount 
Valentia,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.. 

23.  Rear-admiral  Cha.  Webber. 

23.  Sir  John  Gordon,  of  Inver¬ 
gorden,  bart. 

26.  The  right  hon.  lord  Carbery, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,.  He  is 
fucceeded  by  his  only  fon,  the  hon. 
George  Evans,  efq. 

Mrs.  Jane  Yonge,  aunt  to  fir 
George  Yonge,  bait, 

29.  His  excellency  compte  de 
Haflang,  envoy  from  his  ferene 
highnefs  the  eledfor  Palatine  and 
duke  of  Bavaria,  privy-counfellor 
and  chamberlain  at  both  courts ; 
likewife  knight  of  the  illuftrious  or¬ 
der  of  St.  George,  in  the  83d  year 
of  his  age,  after  an  embafiy  of  forty- 
four  years. 

Lady  Anne  Greville,  fifter  to  the 
earl  of  W arwick. 

_  June  1.  Charles  Byrne,  the  Irifti 
giant,  eight  feet  two  inches  high, 
aged  22. 

2.  Mr.  Charles  Spalding,  the  im¬ 
prover  of  the  diving  bell. 

3.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Scott,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  fir  Janies  Scott,  of  Gala. 

5.  Lady  Helen  Stuart,  lady  of 
lord  Stonefield. 

7.  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  of  Hawk- 
ftone,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  bart. 
He  is  fucceeded  in  his  title  and 
eftates  by  his  eldeft  fon,  now  fir 
Richard  Hill,  bart. 

8.  Dame  Sarah.  Black!  ft  on,  relief 
of  fir  Matthew  Blackiften,  knt.  late 
alderman  of  Bilhopfgate  ward. 

Lady  Chadwick,  relidt  of  the  late 
fir  Andrew  Chadwick. 

Lately,  on  her  paftage  from  Ben¬ 
gal,  the  hon,  Mrs.  Carey,  relidf  of 
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the  hon.  col.  Carey,  fori  of  lord 
■vifcount  Falkland. 

The  infant  don  Carlos  Eufebio, 
only  fon  of  the  prince  of  Afturias. 

19.  The  hon.  Mr.  Bateman,  bro¬ 
ther  to  lord  Bateman. 

23.  Thomas  Gataker,  efq.  one  of 
the  curlitors  of  the  hight  court  of 
chancery,  and  principal  of  that  cor¬ 
poration. 

28.  Lady  Middleton,  daughter 
of  lord  Pelham. 

Rev.  James  Lewis,  dean  of  Of- 
fory  in  Ireland. 

Lady  Pennington,  wife  of  fir  jo- 
feph  Pennington,  bart.  elder  brother 
of  lord  Muncafter. 

July  1 .  Lady  vifcountefs  Gage. 

3.  At  Edinburgh,  the  right  hon. 
James,  lord  Ruthven. 

7.  At  Brighthelmftone,  lady  Ca¬ 
tharine  Bouverie,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Dunmore. 

16.  At  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Hew 
Dalrymple,  fon  to  lord  Wefihall. 

The  lady  of  the  rev.  Mr.Wyvili ; 
fhe  was  the  filler  of  fir  Marmaduke 
Wyvill. 

Mils  Gooch,  eldefi  daughter  of 
fir  Thomas  Gooch,  bart. 

26.  Sir  Thomas  Burnet,  of  Leys, 
bart. 

Jug.  1.  The  right  hon.  lord  vifc. 
Hereford,  premier  vifcount  of  Eng¬ 
land.  His  lordlhip  is  fucceeded  in 
his  titles  and  ellates  by  his  only  bro¬ 
ther,  the  hon.  George  Devereux, 
efq.  now  lord  vifcount  Hereford. 

The  right  hon.  fir  William  Of- 
borne,  bart. 

The  lady  of  Thomas  Newte,  efq. 
daughter  of  fir  Charles  Raymond, 
bart. 

3.  The  right  hon.  lady  Hawley. 

6.  Charles  Long,  efq.  brother  to 
fir  James  Tylney  Long,  bart. 

At  Brufiels,  the  noted  Breflaw. 

7.  The  lady  of  fir  John  Palmer, 
bart.  and  filler  of  fir  Henry  Gough, 
bart. 


8.  Sir  John  Rufiel,  bart, 

10.  The  lady  of  fir  Noah  Tho. 
mas. 

1  5.  Lieut,  gen.  Evelyn,  uncle  to 
fir  Frederick  Evelyn,  bart. 

1 8.  The  right  hon.  lord  Afhbur- 
ton,  chancellor  of  the  duchy  ol 
Lancafter. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Kenni*. 
cott,  canon  of  Chrift  church. 

Thomas  Lloyd,  of  Albertrinanty , 
in  the  county  of  Cardigan,  efq, 
brother-in-law  to  the  right  hon.  the 
earl  of  Lilburne,  and  the  hon.  gen. 
Vaughan. 

20.  In  Berkeley-fquare,  lady, 
dowager  Gerrard. 

22.  The  right  hon.  Robert  vifc, 
Hampden,  baron  Trevor,  in  the  73c 
year  of  his  age. 

30.  Mrs.  Perry,  relidl  of  William 
Perry,  efq.  of  Penhurft,  in  Kent 
niece  to  John  and  Jocelyn,  late  earl: 
of  Leicefier. 

Sept.  1.  The  right  hon.  Hugh 
lord  Clifford,  baron  of  Chudleigh. . 

4.  Lady  Nicolfon,  widow  of  ft; 
James  Nicolfon,  of  Glenbervie. 

15.  The  right  hon.  James  Gren 
ville,  brother  to  the  late  earl  Tem 
pie,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent  earl. 

In  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  0 
the  gout  in  his  fiomach,  the  rev 
fir  Mark  Sykes,  bart,  D.  D. 

16.  The  right  hon.  fir  John  Shel 

ley,  bart,  of  Michel  G-rove,  in  tbi 
county  of  Sufiex.  I 

18.  Lovell  Stanhope,  efq.  unci 
to  the  earl  of  Chefterfield. 

19.  Temple  Well,  efq.  Hi 
death  was  occafioned  by  a  wound 
which  he  received,  when  a  youth  0 
fixteen,  on  board  the  Buckingham 
in  that  memorable  engagement,  Ma; 
20,  1756,  where  his  father,  admi 
ral  Well,  then  lord  of  the  admi 
ralty,  and  fecond  ia  command  t< 
admiral  Byng,  engaged  the  Freud 
line  with  only  fix  (hips. 

24.  Hon.  Godfrey  Lill,  one  of  th 
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f  offices  of  the  common  pleas  in  Ire¬ 
land,  father  of  lady  Caflle  -Stuart. 

The  right  hon.  Walter  H alley 
Burgh,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  in  Ireland, 

Sir  Robert  Pollock. 

Qa.  1,  The  right  hon,  lady  De- 
laval. 

The  hon.  Mrs,  Law,  lady  of  the 
rev.  Archdeacon  Law,  daughter  ot 
the  right  hon,  lord  vifcount  Falk¬ 
land, 

6,  The  celebrated  Euler,  one  of 
the  greateft  mathematicians  of  the 
uge,  at  Peterfburg, 

The  hon.  James  Hamilton,  efq. 
a  native,  and  formerly  governor,  of 
-Pennfyl  vania, 

8,  The  lady  of  fir  William  Defie. 

13.  Hon.  Mrs.  Catharine  He- 
neage,  relict  of  George  Heneage, 
efq.  and  aunt  to  lord  Petre. 

14.  Lady  dowager  Sarah  Frank- 
land. 

15.  The  right  hon,  Francis,  earl 
of  Shipbrook,  whole  title  is  extinct, 

17.  The  right  hon*  lady  Anne 
Dufign,  wife  of  Gerrard  Dufign, 
efq.  and  filler  to  the  late  earl  of 
My  rid  ford, 

18,  The  rev.  Dr,  Cult,  dean  of 
Lincoln. 

21,  Sir  William  Hanmer,  baft, 

23.  The  right  hon.  jofeph  Lee- 
fon,  earl  of  Mil  town. 

26.  The  hon.  Mils  Howe,  filler 
of  the  late,  and  aunt  to  the  prefent 
lord  Ched worth. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  barf. 

28  Monf.  d’Alembert,  member 
of  the  French  academies  and  the 
academies  of  fciences, 

3  1 .  The  right  hon.  earl  Spencer, 
vile.  Althorp,  baron  Spencer. 

Richard  Palmer,  efq  the  Salt  fur- 
vin'g  brother  of  the  late  fir  Thomas 
Palmer,  bart.  uncle  of  fir  John  Pal¬ 
mer,  bart.  of  Carlton,  in  North¬ 
amptonshire. 

John  Grey,  efq*  of  Marwick. 
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near  Warkworth,  uncle  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  fir  Henry  Grey,  bart.  of  Ho- 
wick,  and  fir  Charles  Grey,  K.  IL 
of  Falladon,  Northumberland, 

Nov,  1.  Mr.  Charles  Linnasus^ 
the  botanift. 

5.  The  right  hon.  Alexander,  lord 
Blantyre. 

7.  The  hon.  mailer  Willoughby 
de  Broke,  fon  of  lord  Willoughby 
be  Broke. 

10.  James  Wallace,  efq.  his  ma* 
jefty’s  attorney-general,  king’s  fer- 
jeant  in  the  duchy  court  of  Lail- 
cafler,  and  ferjeant  ’of  the  county 
Palatine  of  Durham. 

Captain  John  Campbell,  nephew 
to  Janies,  the  fir.it  duke  of  Argyl, 
and  couiin  tc  the  five  fucceedins 
dukes. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Courtenay,  elder 
brother  to  the  rev.  Dr,  Courtenay g 
of  St.  George,  Hanover- fijuafe. 

14.  Mrs.  Boyd,  mother  of  fir 
John  Boyd,  bait, 

16.  Rev.  Dr.  James  Trail,  lord 
bifliop  of  Dovvne  and  Connor, 

John  Grey,  efq.  uncle  to  fir  Hem 
Grey,  bait,  aged  93. 

17.  The  hon.  Mrs.  Tracy,  wife 
of  the  hon.  Henry  Tracy. 

19.  The  lady  of  gen.  Jerning- 
ham,  elded  daughter  of  Edward 
Dicconfon,  of  Wrightington,  efq* 
dame  de  la  Croix  Etoille. 

21.  The  right  hon  a  lady  Caryl?, 
confort  10  lord  Caryll. 

The  lady  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Richard 
Harrington ,  only  brother  of  fir  James 
Harrington,  bart.  of  Penny  Pound, 
in  Maniriouthfhire* 

At  Braunfels,  the  reigning  prince 
of  Solms,  Ferdinand  William  Er- 
neft,  in  the  68th  year  of  his 

a£e* 

Dec .  2.  Mrs,  Hamilton,  wife  of 
James  Hamilton,  of  inverwick,  efq, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  fir  .Alex* 
Forbes,  of  Forran,  bart. 

5.  At  Verfaiiles,  mademoifelle  of 
(F)  -France, 


(»*> 


principal 
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France*  aged  five  years,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  French  king. 

7.  Sir  John  Mitchell,  bart.  of 
Shetland. 

8.  George  Mafon ,  D.  D.  lord 
biffiop  of  Sodor  and  Mann. 

9.  Sir  George  Suttie,  of  Bal- 
gowan,  bart. 

10.  The  right  hon.  lady  Doro¬ 
thea  Inglis,  widow  of  fir  Adam  Xn- 
glis,  bart.  of  Cramond,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

Sir  Robert  Smyth,  bart.  of  Is- 
field,  in  Sufifex,  and  Bury  St.  Ed¬ 
mund^. 

11.  Mrs.  Randolph,  relift:  of  the 


late  Dr.  Randolph,  and  fifier  to  the 
late  fir  John  Honeywood,  bart. 

1 1 .  Lady  Sharp,  widow  of  fir 
Alexander  Sharp,  bart. 

13.  Mrs.  Cornwall,  mother  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

16.  Sir  William  James,  bart. 

19.  The  hon.  William  Parker, 
youngefl  fon  of  the  earl  of  Maccles¬ 
field. 

21.  In  Grofvenor-fquare,  fir 
Francis  Ratcliff,  bart. 

23.  Mrs.  Vernon,  lifter  to  the  late 
lord  Shipbrook,  and  to  gen.  Ver¬ 
non. 


The  LONDON  GENERAL  BILL  of 


Christenings  and  Burials  from  December  10,  1782,  to  December  16,  1783. 


Chriftened 


Males  8739  ?  Buried  J^al.es  9730  ft  Increased  in  the  Burials 
Females  2332.  1  ^Females  9299  j  this  year  im. 


Died  under  2  years 
Between  2  and  5 
5  and  10 
10  and  20 


6632 

20  and  30  -  1421 

60  and  70  -  3332 

100  -  1 

0 

1 

0 

1873 

30  and  40  -  1411 

70  and  80  -  926 

101  -  0 

105  -  0 

673 

40  arid  50  -  1757 

80  and  90  -  420 

102  -  I 

106  -  2 

676 

50  and  60  -  1551 

90  and  100  -  51 

O 

1 

< 


Public  A  As  pajfed  in  the  Tear  1783. 

An  aft  to  permit  the  importation 
of  all  forts  of  corn,  grain,  and 
meal,  upon  payment  of  the  low  du¬ 
ties,  for  a  limited  time. 

An  aft  to  continue  an  aft,  inti¬ 
tuled,  44  An  aft  more  effectually  to 
prevent  his  majefty’s  enemies  from 
being  Supplied  with  fliips  or  vefiels 
from  Great  Britain.” 

A11  aft  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
majeffy  by  a  land-tax. 

An  aft;  for  continuing  and  grant¬ 
ing  to  his  majefty  certain  duties  up¬ 
on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry. 

An  aft  for  continuing  an  aft,  in¬ 
tituled,  “  An  aft:  for  reft  raining  fir 
Thomas  Rumbtt[d,  bart.  and  Peter 
Per  ring,  efq.  from  going  out  of  this 
kingdom,  for  a  limited  time;  and 
for  discovering  their  eftates  and  ef¬ 
fects,  and  preventing  the  transport¬ 
ing  or  alienating  the  fame* 


An  aft  to  continue  Several  laws, 
relating  to  the  regulating  the  fees  of 
officers  of  the  cuftoms  and  naval  of¬ 
ficers  in  America ;  to  the  allowing 
the  exportation  of  certain  quantities 
of  wheat,  and  other  articles,  to  his 
majefty’s  Sugar  colonies  in  America; 
to  the  permitting  the  exportation  of 
tobacco-pipe  clay  from  this  kingdom 
to  the  Britilh  Sugar-colonies  or  plan¬ 
tations  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  to 
the  repealing  the  duties  upon  pot 
and  pearl  affies,  wood  and  weed 
affies,  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof. 

An  aft  for  the  regulation  of  his 
majefty’s  marine  forces  while  on 
fhore. 

An  aft  for  continuing  Several  afts 
palled  lor  the  better  regulation  of 
laftage  and  ballaftage  in  the  river 
Thames. 

An  aft;  for  allowing  the  importa¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  rice,  paddy,  Indian  corn, 
Indian  meal,  and  maize,  free  from 
dury,  for  a  limited  time. 

An  a£t  for  further  continuing  an 
a£l,  for  allowing  the  importation  of 
fine  organzined  Italian  thrown  lilk 
in  any  fhips  or  veffels,  for  a  limited 
time. 

An  ad  to  amend  an  a£l,  intituled, 
64  An  ablfor  the  more  effectual  fe- 
curing  the  duties  upon  tobacco  ;  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  currants 
into  Great  Britain  in  fmall  pack¬ 
ages  ;  to  repeal  fuch  part  of  the  pro- 
vifo  in  an  adt  of  the  18th  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  as 
permits  Portugal  and  Spanifh  wines, 
and  other  wines,  (except  French 
wines)  to  be  imported  in  fmall  cafks 
for  private  ufe  ;  and  for  taking  off 
the  inland  duty  payable  upon  the 
importation  of  cocoa  nuts  into  this 
ki ngdom,  upon  the  exportation  there¬ 
of  as  merchandize. 

An  act  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
of  money  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills. 

An  act  for  more  effectually  drain¬ 
ing  and  preferring  certain  lands  and 
grounds  within  the  level  of  Hatfield 
Chace,  and  parts  adjacent,  in  the 
counties  of  York,  Lincoln,  and  Not¬ 
tingham. 

An  act  lor  allowing  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  goods  from  Europe  in  neu¬ 
tral  fhips  into  the  iflands  of  St. 
Chriflopher,  Nevis,  Montferrat, 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  Grenada, 
and  the  Grenadines ;  and  of  goods 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
faid  iflands,  and  of  Tobago  and  St. 
Lucia,  from  thence  into  this  king¬ 
dom,  in  fuch  fhips,  upon  payment 
of  the  Britilh  plantation  duties,  for 
a  limited  time  ;  for  permitting  cer¬ 
tain  goods,  the  produce  of  thofe 
illands,  fecured  in  warehoufes  in 
this  kingdom,  to  be  taken  out,  on 
payment  of  the  Britilh  plantation 
dunes,  and  to  cancel  certain  bonds 
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entered  into  for  payment  of  the  du¬ 
ties  due  thereon  ;  for  further  conti¬ 
nuing  certain  temporary  adds  for  the 
encouragement  of  trade  ;  and  to  re¬ 
peal  an  aCt,  made  in  the  2  2d  year  of 
his  majeflv’s  reign,  for  allowing  the 
importation  of  goods  the  growth  of 
St.  Chriflopher,  Nevis,  and  Mont¬ 
ferrat,  into  any  of  his  majefty’s  do- 
minions  in  Europe  or  America. 

An  aCt  for  rendering  more  effec¬ 
tual  the  provifions  contained  in  an 
a 61  of  the  1 3th  year  of  king  George 
the  Fir  if,  for  preventing  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  dying  trade. 

An  a6f  for  authorifing  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  pavy  to  pay  to  the  gar- 
rifon  and  nav^l  department  at  Gib¬ 
raltar,  the  like  bounty  for  deftroy- 
ing  certain  Spanilh  fhips  of  war,  as 
is  allowed  to  the  officers  and  men  on. 
board  any  ol  his  inaje fly’s  fhips  of 
war  taking  or  defraying  fhips  of 
war  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

An  aCt  for  punifhing  mutiny  and 
defertion  ;  and  for  the  better  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters. 

An  aCt  for  rendering  the  payment 
of  creditors  more  equal  and  expe* 
ditious,  in  that  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  called  Scotland  ;  and  for  mak¬ 
ing  perpetual  fo  much  of  an  a6I, 
made  in  the  12th  year  of  his  prefent 
majeftyri  reign,  as  relates  to  bills 
and  promiffory  notes. 

An  a6f  for  repealing  ati  a£f,  made 
in  the  laffc  feffion  of  parliament,  for 
compelling  John  Whitehill,  efq.  ta 
return  into  this  kingdom,  and  for 
other  purpofes  ;  and  for  veiling  in 
the  faid  John  Whitehill  his  cilate 
and  efFeCts  forfeited  in  confequence 
of  the  faid  a6l  ;  and  for  refraining 
him  from  going  out  of  this  kingdom 
for  a  limited  time  ;  and  for  dif- 
covering  his  eflate  and  efFeCts,  and 
preventing  the  tranfporting  or  ali¬ 
enating  the  fame. 

An  aCt  for  building  a  new  Shire-, 
hall  and  Guildhall  for  the  county  of 
(F  2)  Salop 
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Salop,  and  the  town  of  Slirewlbury, 
in  the  laid  county. 

An  aft  for  granting  a  bounty  up¬ 
on  the  exportation  of  Britiih  and 
Jrifh  buckrams  and  tillettings,  Bri- 
tifh  and  Irifli  linens,  Britifh  calli- 
coes  and  cottons,  or  cotton  mixed 
with  linen,  printed,  painted,  flamed, 
©r  dyed,  in  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  for  allowing  further  time 
for  inrollment  of  deeds  and  wills 
made  by  Papifts,  and  for  relief  of 
proteftant  purchafers. 

An  aft  to  prevent  prifoners  in  the 
King’s  Bench  prifon,  or  the  rules 
thereof,  or  their  families’  or  fervants, 
gaining  fettlements  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  George  the  Martyr,  in  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark,  and  county  of 
Surrey  ;  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
laid  parifh,  with  refpeft  to  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  prifoners  in  the  laid  King’s 
Bench,  or  the  Marfhalfea  prifon,  or 
in  the  county  gaol,  or  houfe  of  cor- 
reftion  belonging  to  the  laid  coun¬ 
ty  ;  for  regulating  the  manner  of 
chuffing  overfeers  of  the  poor,  and 
for  appointing  collectors  of  the 
poors  rates,  within  the  laid  panfb. 

An  aft, for  continuing  an  aft,  in¬ 
tituled,  4‘  An  act  for  punifliing  mu¬ 
tiny  and  defertion,  and  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  payment  of  the  army  and  their 
quarters fo  far  as  the  fame  relates 
to  the  realm  of  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  corporation 
of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  com¬ 
monalty,  of  the  company  of  con- 
fervators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Bens,  to  fell  their  taxes  of  certain 
lands  within  the  Middle  and  South 
Levels,  part  of  the  faid  Great  Le- 
f el,  which  have  been  or  may  be 
Jug  for  turf;  and  to  apply  the 
money  ariling  from  fuch  lale,  to¬ 
wards  difeharging  the  bond  debts  of 
the  faid  corporation  upon  account  of 
thofe  levels. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  two 
afts?  as  prohibits  trade  and  inter- 


courfe  with  the  United  States  of 
America. 

An  act  to  afeertain  and  eflablifh 
the  boundaries  of  and  between  the 
hofpital  of  Bridewell,  and  the  Pre- 
cinft  thereunto  belonging, and  the  pa- 
rifliof  St.  Anne,  Black  Briars,  in  the 
city  of  London,  as  therein  fpecified. 

An  add  for  removing  and  prevent¬ 
ing  all  doubts  which  have  arifen,  or 
might  arife,  concerning  the  exclu- 
five  rights  of  the  parliament  and 
courts  of  Ireland,  in  matters  of  le- 
giflation  and  judicature  ,*  and  for 
preventing  any  writ  of  error  or  ap¬ 
peal  from  any  of  his  majefty’s  courts 
In  that  kingdom  from  being  re¬ 
ceived,  heard,  and  adjudged,  in  any 
of  his  majehy’s  courts  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain. 

An  a 61  for  rendering  effeftual 
an  add,  made  for  the  better  relief 
and  employment  of  the  poor  with  hi 
the  hundred  of  Forehoe.  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk. 

An  add  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  qualify  themfelves 
for  offices  and  employments  ;  and 
to  indemnify  juftices  of  the  peace, 
or  others,  who  have  omitted  to  re- 
gifler  or  deliver  in  their  qualifica¬ 
tions  within  the  time  limited  by  law, 
and  for  giving  further  time  for  thofe 
purpofes  ;  and  to  indemnify  mem¬ 
bers  and  officers,  in  cities,  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  borough  towns,  whole 
admiffions  have  been  omitted  to  bs 
Ramped  according  to  law,  or,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ilamped,  have  been  loft  or 
mifiaid ;  and  for  allowing  them  time 
to  provide  admiffions  duly  Ramped  ; 
and  to  give  further  time  to  fuch 
perfons  as  have  omitted  to  make 
and  file  affidavits  of  the  execution 
of  indentures  of  clerks  to  attornies 
and  l'olicitors. 

An  aft  for  better  paving,  cleanf- 
ing,  lighting,  and  watching,  the 
Rrcets,  lanes,  yards,  courts,  alleys, 
and  paffiages,  within  the  parifh  of 
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St,  Mary,  at  Rotherhithe,  othervvife 
RedrifFe,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
and  for  removing  and  preventing 
nuifances  and  annoyances  therein. 

An  aft  for  amending  an  aft  for 
the  better  relief  and  employment  of 
the  poor  of  the  parifh  of  St.  John 
of  Wapping,  in  the  couitfy  of  Mid- 
dleiex ;  and  providing  a  proper 
workhoufe  and  burial-ground  for 
the  nfe  of  the  faid  parifh  ;  and  for 
opening  certain  communications,  and 
making  certain  ft  reels,  within  the 
faid  parifh. 

An  aft  to  amend  and  render  more 
effeftual  feveral  afts,  for  making  a 
navigable  canal  from  the  Trent  to 
the  Merfey  ;  and  a  branch  from  the 
faid  canal  to  Frog-hall,  and  a  rail¬ 
way  from  thence  to  or  near  Caidon, 
in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

An  act  for  removing  certain  dur¬ 
abilities  and  incapacities,  occaftoned 
by  the  attainder  of  David  Ogilvy, 
of  Airly,  efq. 

An  aft  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
of  money  by  way  of  annuities,  and 
for  eftablifhing  a  lottery. 

An  aft  to  difcharge  and  indem¬ 
nify  the  United  Company  of  Mer¬ 
chants  of  England  trading,  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  from  all  damages,  in- 
tereft,  and  Ioffes,  in  refpeft  to  their 
not  making  regular  payment  of  cer¬ 
tain  fums  due,  and  to  become  due, 
to  the  public,  and  to  allow  further 
time  for  fuch  payment  ;  and  to  en¬ 
able  the  company  to  borrow  a  certain 
fum  of  money  ;  and  to  make  a  di¬ 
vidend  of  4I.  per  cent,  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  at  Midfummer,  1785. 

An  aft  to  repeal  an  aft,  intituled, 
4 4  An  aft  to  continue,  for  a  limited 
time,  fo  much  of  an  aft,  made  in 
the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  for  the 
more  eafy  and  better  recruiting  bis 
majefty’s  land-forces  and  marines, 
as  relates  to  the  encouragement  of 
volunteers. 

An  aft  for  making  and  maintain- 
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ing  a  navigable  canal  from  the  river 
Thames,  or  Ills,  at  or  near  Leach- 
lade,  to  join  and  communicate  with 
theStroudwater  canal  at  Wallbridge* 
near  the  town  of  Stroud;  and  alfo 
a  collateral  cut  from  the  faid  canal 
at  or  near  Siddington,  to  or  near 
the  town  of  Cirencefter,  in  the 
counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Wilts. 

An  aft  for  preventing  certain  in- 
ftruments  from  being  required  from 
fhips  belonging  to  the  United  States 
of  America  ;  and  to  give  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  for  the  better  carrying  011 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjefts  of  his  majefty’s  dominions 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  U- 
nited  States. 

An  aft  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  pay  of  the  militia,  and  of 
the  cloathing  for  the  ferjeants  and 
drummers  of  the  militia,  in  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England, 

An  aft  for  empowering  perfons 
navigating  veflels  upon  the  river 
Trent,  between  a  place  called  Wildeti 
Ferry,  in  the  counties  of  Derby  and 
Leicefter,  or  one  of  them,  and  the 
town  of  Burton  upon  Trent,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  to  haul  the  fame 
with  horfes. 

An  aft  for  better  paving,  cleanf-. 
ing,  and  lighting,  the  parifh  of  St* 
Paul,  Covent-Garden,  within  the 
liberty  of  Weftminfter,  and  certain 
places  adjoining  thereto  ;  and  for 
removing  and  preventing  nuifances 
and  annoyances  therein. 

An  aft  for  better  paving,  cleanf- 
ing,  and  lighting,  the  parifn  of 
St.  Anne,  and  fuch  part  of  Cock- 
lane  as  lies  in  the  parifh  of  St,  Mar¬ 
tin  in  the  Fields,  within  the  liberty 
of  Weftminfter  ;  and  for  removing 
and  preventing  nuifances  and  annoy¬ 
ances  therein. 

An  aft  for  amending,  and  render¬ 
ing  more  effeftual,  an  aft,  intituled, 
“  An  aft  for  building  a  workhoufe, 
(F  3)  ar,d 
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and  for  the  better  relief  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  poor  wirhin  the  parifh 
of  St.  James,  Clerkenwell,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex. 

An  adt  for  regulating  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  court  of  jufticiary, 
and  circuit  courts,  in  Scotland, 

An  adt  for  widening  the  north- 
vve{l  end  of  Fenchurch-ftreet,  and 
the  fouth  end  of  the  Old  Jewry, 
within  the  city  of  London. 

An  adt  for  altering  and  varying 
the  powers  of  an  adt,  for  making 
the  river  Douglas,  alias  Afland,  na¬ 
vigable,  from  the  river  Ribble  to 
Wigan,  in  the  county  Palatine  of 
Lancafter ;  and  for  enabling  the 
company  of  proprietors  of  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  canal,  incorporated 
by  an  adt  palled  in  the  ioth  year  of 
his  prefent  majefty’s  reign,  to  pur- 
chafe  the  faid  river  navigation  ;  for 
amending  the  faid  laft  mentioned 
ad!  for  incorporating  and  confolidat* 
ing  the  faid  two  navigations  ;  and 
for  other  purpofes. 

An  adt  for  improving  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river  Trent,  from  a  place 
called  Wilden  Ferry,  in  the  counties 
of  Derby  and  Leicefter,  or  one  of 
them,  to  Gainfborough,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Lincoln  ;  and  for  empowering 
perfons  navigating  veffels  thereon  to 
haul  the  fame  with  horfes. 

An  adt  for  repealing  an  adt,  inti¬ 
tuled,  u  An  act  for  charging  a 
iiamprduty  upon  inland  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  promiffory  notes  or  other 
notes  payable  otherwife  than  upon 
demand and  for  granting  new 
fbimp-duties  on  bills  of  exchange, 
promiffory  and  other  notes ;  and  alfo 
flamp-duties  on  receipts, 

An  adt  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  office  of  the  pay m after- gene¬ 
ral  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  the 
jnore  regular  payment  of  the  army  ; 
and  to  repeal  an  adt,  intituled,  “  An 
adt  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
office  of  pay  mailer-general  of  his 
majefty’s  forces. 


An  adt  to  repeal  an  adt,  intituled, 
u  An  adt  for  further  puniffiment  of 
vagabonds  calling  themfelves  Egyp¬ 
tians. 

An  act  for  punifhing  mutiny  and 
defertion  ;  and  for  the  better  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters, 
within  the  realm  of  Great  Britain. 

An  adt  to  enable  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  fupply  of  the  feverai  counties 
therein  mentioned,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  to 
affefs  and  levy  certain  fums  for  re¬ 
lieving  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  counties  as  have  been  re¬ 
duced  to  indigence  by  the  failure  of 
the  laft  year’s  crop  of  corn ;  and  to 
enable  his  majefty,  during  the  next 
recefs  of  parliament,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to 
permit  the  importation  of  corn  into 
the  faid  counties  for  a  limited  time, 
and  in  (hips  or  veffels  belonging  to 
any  ftate  in  amity  with  his  majefty, 
navigated  by  foreign  feamen. 

An  adt  for  providing  a  proper 
workhoufe,  within  the  parifh  of  Bir» 
mingham,  in  the  county  of  War¬ 
wick,  and  for  better  regulating  the 
poor  within  the  faid  parifh. 

An  adt  for  building  a  new  gaol 
for  the  town  and  county  of  the  town 
of  Kingfton  upon  Hull  ;  for  pur- 
chafing  an  additional  burial-ground 
for  the  ufe  of  the  parifh  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  in  the  faid  town ;  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  fares  of  hackney  coach¬ 
men,  chairmen,  and  porters,  and 
the  prices  of  carriage  of  goods ;  for 
altering  the  time  of  lighting  lamps ; 
for  afeertaining  the  breadth  of  party 
walls,  and  for  preventing  certain 
nuifances  within  the  faid  town,  li¬ 
berties,  and  precindts  thereof ;  for 
amending  an  adt  of  the  14th  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for 
making  and  eftablifhing  public  quays 
or  wharfs  at  Kingfton  upon  Hull, 
in  refpedt  to  fuch  as  are  or  may  be 
built  oppofite  to  certain  ftaiths  in 


OCCURRENCES, 


(8?) 


the  faid  aft  defcribed  ;  and  for  other 
purpofes. 

An  aft  to  allow  the  drawback  of 
the  whole  duty  of  cudoms,  upon 
the  exportation  of  rice. 

An  aft  for  the  fale  of  prize  goods 
feeured  in  warehoufes  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  for  which  the  duties  are  not 
paid,  or  the  goods  exported,  within 
a  limited  time. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majedy 
feveral  additional  and  new  duties 
upon  damped  vellum,  parchment, 
and  paper  ;  and  alfo  for  repealing 
certain  exemptions  from  the  Itamp- 
duties. 

An  aft  to  provide  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  the  bill,  now  depending 
in  parliament,  for  infiifting  certain 
pains  and  penalties  on  fir  Thomas 
Rumbold,  bart.  and  Peter  Per¬ 
ring,  efq.  for  certain  breaches  of 
public  truil,  and  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  committed  by  them 
whilft  they  reipeftively  held  the  of¬ 
fices  of  governor  and  prefdent, 
counfellors,  and  members  of  the  de¬ 
left  committee  of  the  fettlement  of 
Fort  St.  George,  on  the  coad  of 
Coromandel,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
fhall  not  be  difcontinued  by  any  pro¬ 
rogation  or  diffolution  of  parliament. 

An  aft  for  further  continuing  fo 
much  of  an  aft,  intituled,  “  An 
aft  for  retraining  fir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  bart.  and  Peter  Perring,  efq. 
from  going  out  of  this  kingdom,  for 
a  limited  time  ;  and  for  difcovering 
their  edates  and  effefts,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  tranfporting  or  alienating 
the  fame,”  as  relates  to  retraining 
the  faid  lir  Thomas  Rumbold,  bart. 
and  Peter  Perring,  efq.  from  ali¬ 
enating  or  other  wife  difpodng  of 
their  refpeftive  real  edates. 

An  aft  for  veting  in  Henry,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  his  heirs  and  affigns, 
for  ever,  the  fee~dmple  and  inherit¬ 
ance  of  the  hundred  of  Kytiward- 
$on,  and  certain  lands  and  heredita¬ 


ments  in  the  parities  of  Great  Bed- 
wyn  and  Burbage,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts ;  and  for  fettling  other  lands 
and  hereditaments  in  lieu  thereof  to 
the  fame  ufes. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majedy 
a  damp-duty  on  licences  to  be,  takeH 
out  by  certain  perfons  uttering  or 
vending  medicines :  and  certain 
tamp  duties  on  all  medicines  fold 
under  fuch  licences,  or  under  the 
authority  of  his  majedy’s  letters 
patent. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majedy 
an  additional  duty  upon  dage- 
coaches,  and  other  carriages  therein 
mentioned. 

An  aft  for  taking  away  from  the 
commiffioners  of  excife,  in  England 
and  Scotland,  the  power  of  com¬ 
pounding  with  perfons  making  malt 
not  to  fell,  but  to  be  confumed  in 
their  own  private  families. 

An  aft  for  repealing  an  aft,  inti¬ 
tuled,  An  aft  for  repealing  the  aft 
made  in  the  lad  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  intituled,  “  An  aft  for  ved- 
ing  the  fort  of  Senegal,  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies,  in  the  company  of  mer¬ 
chants  trading  to  Africa;’*  and  to 
vefc  as  well  the  faid  fort  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies,  as  all  other  the  Britifh 
forts  and  fettlements  upon  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  lying  between  the  port 
of  Sallee  and  Cape  Rouge,  together 
with  all  the  property,  efiate,  and 
effefts  of  the  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  Africa,  in  or  upon  the 
faid  forts,  fettlements,  and  their  de¬ 
pendencies,  in  his  majedy  ;  and  for 
fecuring,  extending,  and  improving 
the  trade  to  Africa  ;  and  for  veding 
James  Fort,  in  the  river  Gambia, 
and  its  dependencies,  and  all  other 
the  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  be<r 
tween  the  port  of  Sallee  and  Cape 
Rouge,  in  the  company  of  mer¬ 
chants  trading  to  Africa  \  and  for 
fecuring  and  regulating  the  trade  to 
Africa. 
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An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
feveral  rates  and  duties  upon  wag¬ 
gons,  wains,  carts,  and  other  fuch 
carriages,  not  charged  with  any 
duty  under  the  management  of  the 
commiffioners  of  excife. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majefly 
a  ftamp-duty  on  the  regiftry  of  bu¬ 
rials,  marriages,  births,  and  chrift- 
enings. 

An  aft  for  appointing  and  ena¬ 
bling  commiffioners  further  to  ex¬ 
amine,  take,  and  ftate  the  public 
accounts  of  the  kingdom. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  adjutant- 
general  of  his  majefty ’s  forces,  and 
the  comptrollers  of  army  accounts, 
to  fend  and  receive  letters  and  pack¬ 
ets  free  from  the  duty  of  pottage. 

An  aft  for  the  more  effectual  pre¬ 
venting  the  illegal  importation  of 
foreign  fpirits,  and  for  putting  a  flop 
to  the  private  diftillation  of  Britifli 
made  fpirituous  liquors  :  for  ex¬ 
plaining  fuch  part  of  the  aft,  im- 
poling  a  duty  upon  male  fcrvants, 
as  relates  to  the  right  of  appeal  from 
the  juftices  of  the  peace  ;  to  amend 
&nd  reftify  a  miftakein  an  aft  of  the 
la  ft  feffion  of  parliament,  with  re- 
fpcft  to  the  removal  of  tea  from  one 
part  of  the  kingdom  to  other  parts 
thereof ;  and  for  preventing  vexa¬ 
tious  aftions  againft  officers  of  ex¬ 
cife  afting  in  purfuan.ce  of  the  au¬ 
thority  given  by  excife  ftatutes. 

An  aft  for  making  compenfation 
^o  the  proprietors  of  certain  mcf- 
fuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  he¬ 
reditaments,  in  purfuance  of  an  aft 
made  in  the  latt  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  yett  certain  mefluages, 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
in  truftees,  for  the  better  fecuring 
his  majefty’s  docks,  (hips,  and  ftores, 
at  Portfmouth  and  Chatham. 

An  aft  for  raifing  a  farther  fum 
of  money,  by  loans  or  exchequer 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year 


An  aft  for  the  more  eafy  and 
fpeedy  recovery  of  fmall  debts  with¬ 
in  the  town  and  liberties  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Salop. 

An  aft  for  altering  the  duties  and 
drawbacks,  upon  plain  muffins,  un¬ 
rated  mufti  ns  and  callicoes,  and  Nan- 
quin  cloths. 

An  aft  for  repealing  fo  much  of 
an  aft,  as  took  off  the  duties  pay¬ 
able  upon  the  importation  of  that 
fpecies  of  blue  called  fmalts  ;  and 
for  granting  relief  to  the  owners  or 
proprietors  of  tobacco,  of  the 
growth  of  that  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  called  Scotland,  which  ffiall  not 
be  worth  the  duties  impofed  thereon 
by  an  aft  of  the  laft  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament. 

An  aft  for  the  better  preventing 
frauds  in  the  landing-  and  removing" 
of  wines  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  to 
prevent  the  relanding  of  refined  fu- 
gar,  entered  for  exportation,  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  drawback  or  bounty. 

An  aft  for  the  more  efteftual  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  manufaftures  of 
flax  and  cotton  in  Great  Britain. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of 
the  finking  fund  ;  and  for  applying 
certain  monies  therein  mentioned  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty -three  ; 
and  for  further  appropriating  the 
fupplies  granted  in  this  feffion  of 
parliament. 

A11  aft  for  the  further  cncourag* 
mg  the  growth  of  coffee  and  cocoa- 
nuts,  in  his  majefty’s  iflands  and 
plantations  in  America. 

An  aft  for  appointing  commif¬ 
fioners  to  enquire  into  the  loffies  and 
fervices  of  all  fuch  perfons  who 
have  flittered  in  their  rights,  pro¬ 
perties,  and  profeffions,  during  the 
late  unhappy  diffenfions  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  confequenee  of  their  loy¬ 
alty  to  his  majefty,  and  attachment 
to  the  Britifli  government. 
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An  ail  for  preventing  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  corn,  grain,  or  meal, 
with  a  bounty,  during  the  operation 
of  two  acts,  palled  in  this  prefent 
feftion  of  parliament,  for  allowing' 
the  importation  of  corn. 

An  aft  for  eftahlifhing  certain  re¬ 
gulations  in  the  receipt  of  his  ma- 
jeftyV  exchequer. 

An  aft  for  granting  relief  to  the 
United  company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
by  allowing  further  time  .for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  certain  fains  due,  and  to  be¬ 
come  due  to  the  public,  and  by  ad¬ 
vancing  to  the  laid  company,  on  the 
terms  therein  mentioned,  a  certain  fum 
of  money  to  be  raifed  by  loans  or  ex¬ 
chequer  bills ;  and  to  enable  the 
faid  company  to  make  a  dividend  of 
four  pounds  per  cent,  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  at  Chriftmas,  one  thoufand 
ieven  hundred  and  eighty-three ;  and 
to  regulate  the  future  payment  of 
debentures  of  drawbacks  on  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  gOOGS. 

An  aft  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
raife  a  further  fum  of  money  by- 
loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  pay  off 
and  difcharge  the  debts  due  and  ow¬ 
ing  on  the  civil  lift. 

An  a  ft  for  fettling  and  feeuring  a 
certain  annuity  for  the  ufe  of  the 
right  honourable  fir  George  Au- 
guftus  Elliott,  knight  of  the  moft 
honourable  order  of  the  Bath,  in 
consideration  of  the  eminent  fer vices 
performed  by  him  to  his  majefty 
and  this  country. 

An  aft  for  fettling  and  feeuring  a 
certain  annuity  on  George,  lord 
Rodney,  and  the  two  next  perfons 
to  whom  the  barony  of  Rodney  (hall 
defeend,  in  consideration  of  the 
eminent  fervices  performed  by  the 
faid  George,  lord  Rodney,  to  his 
majefty  and  the  public. 

An  aft  for  vetting  certain  mef- 
fquges,  lands,  tenements,  and  here¬ 
ditaments,  in  truftees,  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  feeuring  his  majefty ’s  docks, 
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Rips,  and  ftores,  at  Portsmouth  ; 
and  for  the  more  fafe  and  convenient 
carrying  on  of  his  majefty ’s  gun¬ 
powder  works  and  mills,  near  the 
town  of  Faverfham 

An  aft  to  extend  the  provifious  of 
an  aft,  emit uled,  “  An  aft  to  a- 
mend  and  make  more  effectual  the 
laws  relating  to  rogues,  vagabonds, 
and  other  idle  and  diforderly  per¬ 
fons,  and  to  houfes  of  correftion,5’* 
to  certain  cafes  not  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

An  aft  for  better  paving,  cleanf- 
ing,  and  lighting,  the  paiilh  of  St. 
Clement  Danes,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  and  certain  places  ad¬ 
joining-  theret©  ;  and  for  removing 
and  preventing  nuifances  and  annoy¬ 
ances  therein. 

An  aft  for  better  paving,  cleanf- 
ing,  and  lighting,  the  pa  rift  i  of 
Saint  Martin  in  the  Fields,  with¬ 
in  the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  and 
certain  places  adjoining  thereto ;  and 
for  removing  and  preventing  nui¬ 
fances  and  annoyance's  therein. 

An  aft  tor  paving  and  regulating 
Church-lane,  in  and  near  the  pa- 
rifhes  of  Saint  Mary,  Whitechapel, 
and  Saint  George,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  and  feveral  other  ftreets, 
avenues,  and  places,  within  the 
fame  parifh  of  Saint  Mary,  White¬ 
chapel,  and  preventing  annoyances 
th  erein  :  and  for  enabling  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  faid  parifli  of  St.  Ma¬ 
ry,  Whitechapel,  to  raife  money  to 
defray  the  expences  incurred  in  re¬ 
pairing  the  parifli  church. 

An  aft  for  making  and  maintain¬ 
ing  a  navigable  canal  from  a  place 
near  Rider’s  Green,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford,  to  Broadwater  fire-en¬ 
gine,  and  fix  collateral  cuts  from 
the  fame,  to  feveral  coal-mines  ;  and 
alfo  a  navigable  canal  from  or  near 
the  town  of  Birmingham,  to  join 
the  Coventry  canal  at  or  near  Faze- 
ley,  in  the  parilh  of  Tam  worth,  in 
the  faid  county  of  Stafford,  with  a 
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collateral  cut  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  laid  town  of  Birmingham. 

An  aft  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  of  an  aft,  palled  in  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty,  for  amending,  wide- 
ening,  altering,  and  keeping  in  re¬ 
pair,  the  road  from  the  fouth  end 
of  Sparrows  Herne,  on  Bufhy  Heath, 
through  the  market  towns  of  Wat¬ 
ford,  Berkhamfled,  Saint  Peter’s, 
and  Tring,  in  the  county  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  by  Fettipher’s  Elms,  to  the 
turnpike  road  at  Walton,  near  Aylef- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Bucks. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term, 
and  altering  and  enlarging  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  feveral  afts  of  parliament 
therein  mentioned,  fo  far  as  the 
fame  relate  to  the  repairing  and  a- 
mending  of  the  roads  leading  from 
Leeds,  through  Bradford  and  Hor¬ 
ton,  and  through  Bawling  and  Wib- 
fey,  to  Halifax,  and  alfo  the  roads 
called  Bowling-lane  and  Little  Hor- 
ton-lane,  in  the  Well  Riding  of  the 
county  of  York. 

An  aft  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  of  two  afts,  for  repairing  the 
roads  from  Doncafter,  through  Fer¬ 
rybridge,  to  the  fouth  fide  of  Tad- 
calfer  Crofs  ;  and  alfo  from  Ferry¬ 
bridge  to  Wetherby,  and  from 
thence  to  Boroughbridge,  in  the 
county  of  York  ;  fo  far  as  the  fame 
relate  to  the  road  between  Ferry¬ 
bridge  and  Wetherby,  and  from 
thence  to  Boroughbridge. 

An  aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and 
powers  of  an  aft,  intituled,  44  An 
act  for  repairing  and  widening  the 
roads  from  Dyed  Way  to  Somerton, 
and  from  Gawbridge  to  Tintinhull, 
Fords,  and  from  a  ftream  of  water 
called  Ford,  to  Cartgate,  in  Mar- 
tock,  in  the  county  of  Somer- 
fet. 

An  aft  for  continuing  and  amend¬ 
ing  two  afts,  for  repairing  and 
widening  the  road  from  Saint  Dun- 
flan’s  Crofs,  near  the  city  of  Can- 


An  aft  for  continuing  the  term 
and  altering  and  enlarging  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  an  aft,  for  amending, .  wide- 
ening,  and  keeping  in  repair,  feveral 
roads  leading  from  Cleobury  Morti¬ 
mer,  the  Crofs  Houfes,  Glazeley, 
and  the  turnpike  gate  on  Abberley- 
hill,  in  the  counties  of  Salop  and. 
Worcefler. 

An  aft  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  of  an  aft,  for  repairing, 
widening,  and  altering  the  road  from 
Sandon,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
to  Bullock  Smithy,  in  the  county  of 
Chefter ;  and  from  Hilderftone  to 
Draycott  in  the  Moors ;  and  from 
Wetley  Rocks  to  Tean,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Stafford. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term, 
and  altering  and  enlarging  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  an  aft,  for  repairing  the  roads 
from  Maidenhead  Bridge  to  Read- 
terbury,  to  the  water-ftde  at  Whit- 
ffable,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
ing,  and  from  the  faid  bridge  to  Hen¬ 
ley  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Berks. 

An  aft  for  continuing  and  en¬ 
larging  the  term  and  powers  of  an 
aft,  for  repairing  and  widening  the 
road  from  Lawton,  in  the  county  of 
Chefter,  to  Burflem  and  Newcalfle 
under  Line,  in  the  county  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  and  other  roads  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

An  aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and 
powers  of  an  aft,  intituled,  44  An 
aft  for  making,  widening,  and  re¬ 
pairing  a  road  from  the  north-eail 
fide  of  the  Gofwell-ftreet  road  next 
Iflington,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  and  near  to  the  road  called  the 
New  Road,  over  the  fields  and 
grounds,  to  Old-flreet  Road,  op- 
pofite  to  the  Doghoufe  Bar,  and  at 
and  from  the  Doghoufe  Bar  to  the 
end  of  Chifwell-ftreetj  by  the  Artil¬ 
lery  Ground. 

An  aft  for  repairing  and  widening 
the  roads  leading  from  Wetherby  to 
Knarefborough,  in  the  county  of 
York. 

An, 
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An  aft  for  amending  and  widening 
the  road  from  the  paftage  or  ferry 
over  the  river  Severn,  at  Newnham, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  through 
the  parifhes  of  Newnham  and  Little 
Dean,  to  a  place  called  Saint  White’s, 
adjoining  his  majefty’s  foreif  of 
Dean,  in  the  laid  county. 

An  aft  for  continuing'  and  amend¬ 
ing  an  aft,  for  repairing  and  widen¬ 
ing  the  road  leading  from  the  town 
of  Stafford,  to  Sandon,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford,  and  feveral  other  roads 
in  the  counties  of  Salop  and  Staf¬ 
ford. 

An  a ft  for  completing  and  keep¬ 
ing  in  repair  the  road  from  the  Ram 
inn,  in  the  town  of  Cirencefler,  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefter,  through 
the  town  of  Tetbury,  to  Oldfield, 
otherwife  Woefield  Corner,  near  the 
fixteenth  mile  ftone  in  the  Bath 
road,  and  a  road  from  thence  through 
the  parifhes  of  Cold  Afliton  and 
Swanfwick,  to  or  near  Lambridge, 
in  the  parifli  of  Bath  Eafton,  near 
the  city  of  Bath  %  and  tor  continu¬ 
ing  the  prefent  road  from  the  faid 
corner  to  or  near  the  monument 
upon  Landfown,  until  the  intended 
road  from  the  faid  corner  to  or  near 
Lambridge  be  made  fit  for  travel- 
ling. 

An  aft  to  revive  and  render  more 
effectual  an  aft,  for  repairing  the 
road  from  Markfield  turnpike,  in 
the  county  of  Leicefter,  over  Char¬ 
ley,  otherwife  Charnwood  Foreft, 
through  the  town  of  Whit  wick,  and 
from  thence  through  Taibot-lane, 
to  where  the  road  leading  from  the 
town  of  Loughborough  to  the  town 
of  Afhby  de  la  Zouch,  in  the  faid 
county,  comes  from  Ryley-lane, 
near  to  a  place  called  Snape  Gate. 

An  aft  for  enlarging  the  term 
and  powers  of  an  aft,  intituled, 

An  aft  for  widening,  repairing, 
gnd  amending  the  road  from  Hefket, 


by  Yewes  Bridge,  to  Cockermouth; 
and  from  thence,  by  Lorton,  over 
Whinlatter,  to  Kefwick,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland ;  and  from 
Kefwick,  by  Dummaii  Rays  and 
Amblefide,  to  Kirby  in  Kendall,  in 
the  county  of  Weftmoreland  ;  and 
from  Plumbgarth’s  Crofs,  near  Kir¬ 
by  in  Kendall  aforefaid,  to  the  lake 
called  Windermere,  in  the  county  of 
Weftmoreland  ;  and  from  Kefwick 
aforefaid,  to  the  town  of  Penrith,  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland. 

An  a£t  for  enlarging  the  term  and 
powers  of  an  aft,  for  altering* 
widening,  and  amending  the  road 
from  the  north  gate  of  the  city  of 
Winchefter,  over  Worthy  Cow 
Down,  through  Whitchurch,  and 
other  places,  to  Newtown  River  ; 
and  alfo  the  road  from  Worthy  Cow 
Down  aforefaid,  through  Wherwell, 
to  the  prefent  turnpike  road  at  An¬ 
dover,  in  the  county  of  Southamp¬ 
ton. 

An  aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and 
powers  of  two  afts,  for  repairing  the 
road  from  Saint  Giles’s  Pound  to 
Kilbourne  Bridge,  and  for  paving 
Oxford  Road ;  and  alfo  of  an  aft, 
to  enable  the  refpeftive  truftees  of 
the  turnpike  roads  leading  to  High- 
gate  Gate  Houfe  and  Hampftead, 
and  from  Saint  Giles’s  Pound  to 
Kilbourne,  to  make  a  new  road  from 
the  great  northern  road  at  Iflington, 
to  the  Edgeware  road  near  Padding¬ 
ton  ;  fo  far  as  the  fame  is  by  the 
faid  aft  direfted  to  be  under  the 
management  of  the  truftees  of  the 
faid  two  firft  mentioned  afts. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  term, 
and  altering  and  enlarging  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  two  afts,  for  repairing  the 
highways  between  Sheppards  Shord 
and  Horfley  Upright  Gate,  leading 
down  Bagdown  Hill,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts,  and  other  ruinous  parts  of 
the  highways  thereunto  adjacent.  - 
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Trdnfcripi  of  the  Treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  of  America f 
together  with  the  Ratification  of  the  fame  by  C  ongrefs . 


THE  United  States,  afferribled 
in  Congrefs,  to  all  who  fhall 
fee  thefe  prefents  greeting.  Whereas 
Benjamin  Franklin,  our  minifter 
plenipotentiary,  by  virtue  of  lull 
powers  veiled  in  him,  has  made, 
with  Charles  Gravier  de  Vergennes, 
eounfellor  of  the  king  in  all  his 
councils,  commander  of  his  orders, 
minifter  and  fecretary  of  Hate,  veil¬ 
ed  alfo  with  full  powers  by  his  ray* ft 
Chriftian  rnajefty  for  that  porpofe, 
concluded  and  figned  a  eontradl 
between  his  faid  moil  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty  and  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  in  the  terms  following  : 

ContraH  between  the  King  and  the 
Thirteen  United  States  of  "North 
America ,  concluded  by  Mr,  de 
Vergennes  and  Dr.  Franklin. 

As  it  has  pleafed  the  king  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  requefts  made  to  him 
in  the  name,  and  on  the  part  of,  the 
United  Provinces  of  North  America, 
by  alibiing  them  in  the  war  and  in- 
valion  under  which  they  have  groan¬ 
ed  during  feveral  years  ;  and  his 
rnajefty,  after  having  concluded  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
the  faid  confederated  provinces,  on 
the  6th  of  February,  1778,  having 
had  the  goodnefs  to  fuccour  them, 
not  only  by  his  fea  and  land-forces, 
but  alfo  by  means  of  advancing 
them  money  as  bountifully  as  in  its 
confequence  efficaeiouliy,  at  a  time 
when  their  affairs  were  in  a  very 
critical  fituation  ;  it  has  been  judged 


proper  and  neceffary  to  fix  the  exadft 
amount  of  th'efe  advances,  the  con¬ 
ditions  upon  which  the  king  has  made 
them,  the  different  periods,  at  which 
the  congrefs  of  the  United  States  have 
agreed  to  pay  them  into  his  ma- 
jelly's  royal  treafury  ;  and  finally  to 
regulate  this  matter  fo,  that  no  dif¬ 
ficulties  may  hereafter  arife  to  inter¬ 
rupt  that  good  harmony  which  his 
rnajefty  is  refolved  to  fupport  on  his 
part  with  the  United  States.  For 
the  purpofe,  therefore,  of  accom¬ 
pli  filing  fo  deiireable  an  end,  and 
with  a  view  of  ftrengthening  thofe 
bonds  of  amity  and  commerce  which 
fubfift  between  his  rnajefty  and  the 
United  States  :  We  Charles  Gravier 
de  Vergennes,  &c.  counfelloy  to  the 
king  and  all  his  councils,  com¬ 
mander  of  his  orders,  minifter  and 
fecretary  of  Hate  to  his  command 
and  finances,  veiled  with  full  pow¬ 
ers  by  his  rnajefty*:  and  we  Benja¬ 
min  Franklin,  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  United  States  of  North 
✓ 

America,  veiled  equally  with  full 
powers  by  the  congrefs  of  the  faid 
ftates,  alter  having  each  communi¬ 
cated  our  refpedtive  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Art.  I.  It  is  agreed  upon  and 
certified,  that  the  fums  advanced  by 
his  rnajefty  to  the  congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  title  of  a 
loan,  in  the  years  1778,  1779? 
1780,  1781,  and  in  the  prefent  year 
1782,  amount  together  to  the  funi 
of  eighteen  millions  of  livres,  of 

French, 
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French  money,  as  appears  by  the 
twenty-one  receipts  following,  fign- 
ed  by  the  laid  minifter  of  the  con¬ 
grefs,  and  given  by  virtue  of  his 
full  powers  ;  namely. 


■I.— 

28  Feb.  1778 

7  50,000 

2.- — 

1 9  May 

750,000 

0 

•  3  AuS' 

750,000 

4.— 

■  1  Nov. 

750,000 

3,000,000 

At  a-,,. 

5»~" 

10  June,  1779 

250,000 

6.~~ 

16  Sept. 

250,000 

7-~ 

4  Oct, 

250,000 

8.-— 

•2 1  Dec. 

250,000 

I  ,000,000 

29  Feb,  1780 

750,000 

30.— 

-27  May 

7  50,000 

11.— 

•2i  June 

750,000 

12.— 

■  3  Oft, 

1,000,000 

■27  Nov. 

750,000 

4,000,000 

*15  Feb.  1781 

750,000 

■  1 5  May 

750,000 

16,— 1 5  Aug. 

750,000 

37.- 

-  1  Get. 

1,000,000 

18.— 

8 

• 

> 

0 

55 

750,000 

4,000,000 

J9*"“ 

-10  April,  1782 

1,500,000 

20.  — 

-  2  July 

1,500,000 

a  1.— 

-  5 

3,000,000 

6,000,000 

Total 

18,000,000 

By  which  receipts,  the  faid  mini* 
iler  has  promifed,  in  the  name  of 
the  congrefs,  on  the  part  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States,  to  caufe  to 
be  paid  and  reimburfed  to  the  king’s 
royal  ‘treafury,  on  the  iff  of  Ja- 


(93) 

nuary,  1788,  at  the  houfe  of  his 
principal  banker  at  Paris,  the  above 
fum,  with  the  interefl  due  thereon, 
at  the  rate  of  live  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

Art.  II.  Upon  confi  deration, 
however,  that  the  payment  of  fo 
large  a  capital  at  one  ftipulated  pe¬ 
riod,  namely,  the  iff  of  January, 
1788,  may  be  exceedingly  inconve¬ 
nient  to  the  finances  of  the  congrefs 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  k 
might,  perhaps,  be  even  impracti¬ 
cable,  it  has  pleafed  his  majefty  on 
that  account  to  releafe  them  from 
the  tenor  of  thofe  receipts  given  by 
their  miniffer  for  the  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres,  Tournois,  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article  ;  and  he  has 
confented  that  the  reimburfement  of 
the  capital  in  yearly  money  to  his 
royal  treafury  (hall  be  made  in 
twelve  equal  payments,  of  1,500,000 
livres  each,  and  in  twelve  years,  to 
begin  the  third  year  after  the  peace. 

Art,  III  Although  the  receipts  of 
the  minifter  of  the  congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  mention,  that  44  the 
18,000,000  of  livres  above  men¬ 
tioned,  fhail  be  paid  into  the  royal 
treafury  with  five  percent,  mtereft.’5 
His  majefty,  defirous  of  giving  a 
frefh  proof  to  the  faid  United  States, 
of  his  friendftiip,  has  been  pleafed 
to  make  them  a  prefent  of  the  arrears 
of  intereft:  to  this  day,  and  alfo  to 
remit  it  from  this  time  to  the  day  of 
the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  a 
favour  which  the  minifter  of  con¬ 
grefs  acknowleges  as  proceeding 
purely  from  the  king’s  bounty,  and 
which  he  accepts  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  with  the  mofl  pro¬ 
found  and  lively  gratitude. 

Art,  IV.  The  payment  of  the 
faid  18,000,000  of  livres  fhail  be 
made  in  ready  money  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  *s  Royal  Treafury  at  Paris,  in 
twelve  equal  payments,  and  at  the 
period  ftated  in  the  fecond  article 

above 
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above.  The  interefi  on  the  faid  fum 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  to  run 
from  the  date  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  ;  the  payment  of  it  {hall  be 
made  at  the  time  of  each  of  the  par¬ 
tial  reimburfements  of  the  capital, 
and  fhall  diminifh  in  proportion  in 
the  reimburfements ;  the  congrefs 
are  neverthelefs  at  liberty  to  free 
themfelves  from  this  obligation 
fooner,  by  anticipating  payments, 
in  cafe  the  fiate  of  their  finances 
ihould  permit. 

Art.  V.  Although  the  loan  of 
5,000,000  of  the  Dutch  florins, 
granted  by  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  on  the  terms  of  the  obliga¬ 
tion  palled  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1781,  has  been  made  in  his  ma- 
jefiy’s  name,  and  he  has  pledged 
himfelf  for  the  payment  of  it ;  it 
is  neverthelefs  acknowledged  by 
thefe  prefents,  that  the  faid  loan 
has  been  made  in  reality  on  account 
of,  and  for  the  fervice  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  of  North  America ;  and 
that  the  capital  amounting,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  moderate  valuation,  to 
the  fum  of  10,000,000  livres 
Tournois,  has  been  paid  to  the 
United  States,  agreeable  to  receipt 
given  for  the  payment  of  the  laid 
fum  by  the  underfigned  minifter  of 
congrefs,  on  the  7th  of  laid  June. 

Art.  VI.  By  the  faid  convention 
of  the  5th  of  November,  1781, 
it  has  pleafed  the  king  to  promife 
and  to  engage  himfelf  to  furnifh 
and  to  pay  to  the  general  office  of 
the  States  General  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  the  capital  of  the  faid  loan, 
together  with  the  interefi  of  five 
per  cent,  without  any  charge  or  de¬ 
duction  whatfoever  to  the  lenders, 
fo  that  the  faid  capital  be  entirely 
reimburfed  within  the  fpace  of  five 
years,  the  payments  to  be  made 

ten  equal  periods,  the  lirft  to  be¬ 


gin  the  fixth  year  after  the  date  ef 
the  loan,  and  from  that  time,  dur¬ 
ing  every  year  till  the  final  payment 
of  the  faid  fum  ;  but  it  is  likewife 
acknowledged  by  the  prefent  adt3 
that  this  engagement  has  been  en¬ 
tered  into  by  the  king,  on  the  en¬ 
treaty  of  the  underwritten  minlfiers 
of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the 
promife  made  by  him  in  the  name 
of  the  congrefs,  and  on  the  part  of 
the  Thirteen  United  States  to  reim- 
burfe  and  pay  into  the  Royal  Trea- 
fury  of  his  majefty  at  Paris,  the 
capita],  interefi,  and  expences  of 
the  faid  loan,  agreeable  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  and  terms,  fixed  by  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  5th  of  November, 
1781. 

Art.  VII.  It  has  been  agreed 
upon  and  regulated  in  confequence, 
that  the  faid  fum  of  ten  millions  of 
livres  Tournois,  making,  at  a  mode¬ 
rate  eftimate,  five  millions  of  Dutch 
florins  as  above  mentioned,  {hall  be 
reimburfed  and  paid  into  his  majefty' ’s 
royal  treafury  at  Paris,  with  the  in- 
tereft  at  five  per  cent,  in  ten  equal 
payments  of  one  million  each,  and  at 
the  feveral  periods,  thefirftof  which 
fli all  be  made  on  the  5th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1787,  and  thus  from  year  to  year 
till  the  final  payment  of  the  faid  fum 
of  ten  millions,  the  interefi  dimi- 
nifliing  in  proportion  with  the  par¬ 
tial  payments  of  the  capital.  But 
from  the  regard  which  his  majefiy 
bears  to  the  United  States,  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  take  upon  him- 
lelf  the  expence  of  the  com  million, 
and  of  banking,  attending  the  faid 
loan,  of  which  expence  his  majefiy 
'makes  a  prelent  to  the  faid  United 
States  ;  and  their  underwritten  mi- 
nifter  accepts,  with  thanks,  in  the 
name  of  the  congrefs,  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  his  majefiy ’s  gene¬ 
rality,  and  of  his  friendfhip  for  the 
United  States. 


Art. 
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Art.  VII f.  With  refpedt  to  the 
intereft  on  the  faid  loan,  as  the  king 
had  engaged  to  pay,  daring  the 
five  years  preceding  the  firft  reim- 
burfement  of  the  capital,  four  per 
cent  on  the  whole,  into  the  general 
office  of  the  States  General  of  the 
Netherlands,  annually,  from  the 
5th  of  November,  1781,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  convention  entered  into 
on  that  day,  the  mini  her  of  con- 
grefs  acknowledges  that,  the  reim- 
burfements  of  the  faid  intereft  is 
due  to  his  majefty  from  the  United 
States  ;  and  he  engages,  in  the  name 
of  the  faid  States,  to  caufe  the  pay¬ 
ment  thereof  to  be  made  at  the  fame 
rate  into  the  royal  treafury  of  his 
majefty ;  the  intereft  of  the  firft; 
year  to  be  paid  on  the  4th  of  next 
November,  and  fo  on  annually  dur¬ 
ing  to  five  years  preceding  the  firft 
payment  of  the  capital,  fixed  on  as 
above,  for  the  5th  of  November, 

1787- 

The  high  contradling  parties  re¬ 
ciprocally  bind  themfelves  to  the 
faithful  obfervance  of  this  contract, 
the  ratifications  of  which  fliall  be 
exchanged  within,  the  fpace  nine 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  if 
poffible.  In  faith  of  w  hich,  we  the 
faid  plenipotentiaries  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty,  and  of  the  Thir¬ 
teen  United  States  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  by  virtue  of  our  refpedtive 
powers,  have  ftgned  thefe  prefents, 
and  have  thereto  put  the  leal  of  our 
arms. 

Given  at  Verfailles,  the  16th  of 
July,  1782. 

Signed 

C.  G. D e  Vergennes,  (L.  S.) 

B,  Franklin,  (L.  S.) 

Be  it  know'll  to  all  and  every  one, 
that  we  the  faid  United  States  af- 
fembled  in  Congrefs,  penetrated 
with  the  moft  lively  ideas  of  the 
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generoftty  and  affedtion  manifefted 
by  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  in  the 
above  contradf,  have  ratified  and 
confirmed  it ;  and  by  thefe  prefents 
we  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  faid 
contradt,  and  every  article  and 
claufe  therein.  And  we  do  by 
thefe  prefents  authorife  our  minifter 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  to  o'ernit  our  prefent  act  of 
ratification,  in  exchange  for  the  ra¬ 
tification  of  the  faid  contradf  on  the 
part  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty. 

in  faith  of  which  we  have  caufed 
our  feal  to  be  affixed  hereunto,  in 
prefence  of  his  excellency  Elias 
Bouidimot,  prefident,  this  ’22d  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  grace,  1783, 
and  the  7th  of  our  fovereignty  and 
independence. 


As  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace 
and  Friendship  hetweenhis  Britannic 
"Majefty  and  their  moft  Catholic  and 
Chriftan  Majefties s  as  well  as  thoj'e 
with  the  Jjnited  States  of  America 
are  comprized  in  the.  Definitive 
¥ readies,  we  think  it  unneceffary  to 
infert  them ;  hut  as  thofe  with  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  are  not  adjufted ,  we  Jhall 
lay  them  before  the  Public  for  In¬ 
formation • 

1  y 

Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  be¬ 
tween  his  Britannic  "Majefty  and 
the  States  General  of  the  United 
P  rovinccs.  Signed  at  Paris ,  the 
2 d  of  September ’,  1783. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Moft  Holy 

rp  "  6  * 

I  nnity. 

HE  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  ftates  general  of  the 
United  Provinces,  animated  with 
an  equal  defire  to  put  an  end  to  the 
calamities  of  war,  have  already  au¬ 
thorized 
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thorized  their  refpedtive  minifters 
plenipotentiary  to  fign  mutual  de¬ 
clarations  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms ; 
and  being'  willing  to  re-eftablifh 
union  and  good  underftanding  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  as  neceffary 
for  the  benefit  of  humanity  in  ge¬ 
neral,  as  for  that  of  their  refpeCtive 
dominions  and  fibjedts ,  have  named 
for  this  purpofe  ;  to  wit,  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  the 
moil  illuftrious  and  excellent  lord 
George  duke  and  earl  of  Man- 
enefter,  vifcount  Mandeville,  baron 
of  KLimboiton,  &c.  his  ambafTador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to 
bis  moil  Chriftian  majefty  ;  and  on 
the  part  of  their  high  mightineffes 
the  States  General,  the  moil  excel¬ 
lent  lords  Mathew  Lefts venon  de 
Berkenroode,  and  Gerard  Brantfen, 
yefpeCtively  their  ambafTador,  and 
ambaffador  extraordinary  and  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  :  who,  after  having 
duly  communicated  their  full  pow¬ 
ers  in  good  form,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  preliminary  articles. 

Art.  I.  As  foon  as  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  fhall  be  figned  and  ratified, 
fmcere  and  conftant  friendfhip  (hall 
be  re-eftablifned  between  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty,  his  kingdoms,  domi¬ 
nions  and  fubjecls,  and  their  high 
mightineffes  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  their  dominions 
and  fubjeCts,  of  what  quality  or 
condition  foever  they  be,  without 
exception,  either  of  places  or  per- 
fons ;  lb  that  the  high  contra- 
ing  parties  fnall  give  the  greateft 
attention  to  the  maintaining  be¬ 
tween  themfelves  and  their  laid  do¬ 
minions  and  fubjedts,  this  recipro¬ 
cal  friendfhip  and  intercourfe,  with¬ 
out  permitting' hereafter,  on  either 
part,  any  kind  of  hoftilities  to  be 
committed,  either  by  fea  or  by  land, 
for  any  caufe  or  under  any  pretence 
whatfoever :  and  they  Ilia  11  carefully 


avoid,  for  the  Future,  every  thing 
which  might  prejudice  the  union 
happily  re-eftablifhed,  endeavour** 
ing,  on  the  contrary,  to  procure 
reciprocally  for  each  other,  on  every 
occafion,  whatever  may  contribute 
to  their  mutual  glorv,  interefts  and 
advantages,  without  giving  any  aft 
fiftance  or  protection,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  to  thofe  who  would  do  any 
injury  to  either  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties.  There  fhall  be  a 
general  oblivion  of  every  thing 
which  may  have  been  done  or  com* 
mitted,  before  or  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  which  is 
juft  ended. 

A  rt.  II.  With  refpedt  to  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  the  flag,  and  the  falute  at 
fea,  by  the  fhips  of  the  republic 
towards  thofe  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty,  the  fame  Cuftom  fhall  be  re- 
fpettively  followed,  as  was  prac- 
tiied  before  the  commencement  or 
the  war  which  is  juft  concluded. , 

Art.  III.  All  the  prifoners  taken 
on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as 
by  fea,  and  the  hoftages  carried 
away  or  given  during  the  war,  and 
to  this  day,  fhall  be  reftored,  with¬ 
out  ranfom,  in  fix  weeks  at  lateft, 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  of 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
thefe  preliminary  articles  ;  each 
power  refpectively  difeharging  the 
advances  which  fhall  have  been 
made,  for  the  fubfiftence  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  their  prifoners,  by  the  fo- 
vereign  of  the  country  where  they 
flia.ll  have  been  detained,  according 
to  the  receipts,  attefted  accounts, 
and  other  authentic  vouchers,  which 
fhall  be  furnifhed  on  each  fide  ;  and 
fu reties  fhall  be  reciprocally  given 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  which 
the  prifoners  may  have  contracted 
in  the  countries  where  they  may 
have  been  detained  until  their  en¬ 
tire  releaf©.  And  all  fhips,  as  well 
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'mm  of  war  as  merchant  drips, 
which  may  have  been  taken  fince 
the  expiration  of  the  terms  agreed 
upon  for  the  ceft'ation  of  hoftilities 
by  fea,  fhall  like  wife  be  reftored, 
Iona  fide ,  with  all  their  crews  and 
cargoes :  and  the  execution  of  this 
article  fhall  be  proceeded  upon  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  this  preliminary 
treaty. 

Art.  IV.  The  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  cede  and  gua¬ 
ranty,  in  full  right  to  his  Britannic 
majefty,  the  town  of  Negapat- 
nam,  with  the  dependencies  thereof; 
but  in  conlideration  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  which  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  annex  to  the 
pofteffion  of  the  aforefaid  town,  the 
.king  of  Great  Britain,  as  a  proof 
of  his  good-will  towards  the  faid 
flates,  promifes,  not  with  handing 
this  ceffion,  to  receive  and  treat  with 
them  for  the  reftitution  of  the  faid 
town,  in  cafe  the  hates  fhould  here¬ 
after  have  an  equivalent  to  offer 
to  him. 

Art.  V.  The  king  of  Great  Britain 


fhall  rehore  to  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces,  Trinque- 
male,  as  alfo  all  the  other  towns, 
forts,  harbours,  and  fettlements, 
which  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war,  have  been  conquered,  in 
any  part  of  the  world  whatever,  by 
the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
or  by  thofe  of  the  Englifh  Eah  India 
Company,  and  of  which  he  might 
be  in  poffeflion  ;  the  whole  in  the 
condition  in  which  they  fhall  be 
found. 

Art,  VI.  The  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  .promife  and 
engage  not  to  obftrurit  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Britifh  fubjecfts  in  the 
eaftern  feas. 

Art.  VII.  Whereas  differences 
have  arifen  between  the  Englifh 
African  Company,  and  the  Dutch 
j783. 


Weft-India  Company,  relative  to 
the  navigation  oil  the  coafts  of 
Africa,  as  alfo  on  the  fubjeCt  of 
Cape  Apollonia;  for  preventing  all 
cauie  of  complaint  between  the 
fubjeCts  of  the  two  nations  upon 
thofe  coafls,  it  is, agreed  that  com- 
mifiaries  fliail  be  named,  on  each 
fide,  to  make  fuitable  arrangements 
on  thefe  points. 

Art.  VIII.  All  the  countries  and 
territories  which  may  have  been* 
or  which  may  be  conquered  in  any 
part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  by 
the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  as 
well  as  by  thofe  of  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral,  which  are  not  included  in  the 
prefent  treaty,  neither  under  the 
head  of  ceffions,  nor  under  the  head 
of  reftitutions,  fnall  be  reftored 
without  difficulty,  and  without  re¬ 
quiring  any  compenfation. 

Art.  IX,  As  it  is  neceffhry  to  ap¬ 
point  a  certain  period  for  the  re- 
ftritutions  and  evacuations  to  be 
made,  it  is  agreed  that  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  fhall  caufe  Trinque- 
male  to  be  evacuated,  as  well  as 
all  the  towns,  forts,  and  territories 
which  have  been  taken  by  his  arms, 
and  of  which  he  may  be  in  pot- 
feffion,  excepting  what  is  ceded  to 
his  Britannic  majefty  by  thofe  ar¬ 
ticles,  at  the  fame  periods  as  the 
reftitutions  and  evacuations  fnall  be 
made  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  The  States  General  fhall 
reftore  at  the  fame  period  the  towns 
and  territories  which  their  arms  may 
have  taken  from  the  ftnglilh  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.  In  confequence  of 
which,  the  neceftary  orders  fhall 
be  fent  by  each  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  with  reciprocal 
pafTportsfor  the  Blips  which  fhall  car¬ 
ry  them,  immediately  after  the  rati¬ 
fication  of  thefe  preliminary  articles. 

Art.  X.  His  Britannic  majefty 
and  their  high  mightinefles  the  a- 
forefaid  States  General,  promife  to 

(G)  obferve 


(9*) 


PUBLIC  P 


P  E  R  S. 


obferve  fincerely,  and  bona  fidey  all 
the  articles  contained  and  eftabliffled 
in  this  present  preliminary  treaty  ; 
and  they  will  not  fuffer  the  fame  to 
be  infiinged,  diredtly  or  indirectly, 
by  their  refpedtive  fut  jedts :  and  the 
faid  high  contracting  parties  guaran¬ 
ty  to  each  other,  generally  and  reci¬ 
procally,  ail  the  flip  illations  of  the 
prefent  articles. 

Art.  XI.  The  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  preliminary  articles,  pre¬ 
pared  in  good  and  due  form,  fhall 
be  exchanged  in  this  city  of  Paris, 
between  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  in  the  fpace  of  one  month,  or 
fooner,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  prefent  articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
derwritten,  their  ambafladors  and 
plenipotentiaries,  have  figned  with 
our  hands,  in  their  names,  and  by 
virtue  of  our  full  powers,  the  pre¬ 
fent  preliminary  articles,  and  have 
caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be 
affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  fecond  day  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

JLeJte<venon  'vanBerkenroodc .  (L.S.) 

JMancheJier •  (L.  S.) 

Brantfen .  (L.  S.) 


and  Ireland,  duke  of  Brunfwick 


and  Lunenburg,  arch-treafurer  and 


eleCtor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire, 
&c.  and  the  molt  ferene  and  moil 


potent  prince  Lewis  the  Sixteenth, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  moft  Chriftian 
king,  being  equally  defirous  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  Which  for  leve- 
ral  years  paft  afflicted  their  refpec- 
tive  dominions,  accepted  the  offer 
which  their  majefties  the  emperor  of 
the  Romans,  and  the  emprefs  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  made  to  them,  of 
their  interpofition,  and  of  their  me¬ 
diation  :  but  their  Britannic  and 
moil  Chriftian  majefties,  animated 


with  a  mutual  defire  of  accelerating 


The  DEFINITIVE  TREATY  of 
PEACE  and  FRIENDSHIP, 

between  his  Britannic  MajeJty ,  and 
the  Mcjl  Chriftian  King,  Signed 
at  V erf ailles ,  the  of  September , 
1783. 

As  publifjcd  by  Authority . 

In  the  Name  of  the  Moft  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft.  So  be  it. 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom 
it  iliall  or  may  concern.  The 
moft  ferene  and  moft  potent  prince 
George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of 
Urodj.  king  of  Great  Britain  ,  France, 
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the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  com¬ 
municated  to  each  other  their  lau¬ 
dable  intention  ;  which  Heaven  fo 
far  bleiTed,  that  they  proceeded  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  peace,  by 
figning  preliminary  articles  at  Ver- 
failles,  the  20th  of  January  in  the 
prefent  year.  Their  faid  majefties 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
moft  Chriftian  king,  thinking  it 
incumbent  upon  them  to  give  their 
imperial  majefties  a  fignal  proof  of 
gratitude  for  the  generous  offer  of 
their  mediation,  invited  them,  in 
concert,  to  concur  in  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  great  and  falutary  work 
of  peace,  by  taking  part,  as  medi¬ 
ators,  in  the  definitive  treaty  to  be 
concluded  between  their  Britannic 
and  moft  Chriftian  majefties.  Their 
faid  Imperial  majefties  having  rea- 
diiy  accepted  that  invitation,  they 
have  named,  as  their  reprefentatives, 
viz.  his  majefty  the  emperor  of  the 
Romans,  the  moft  illuftrious  and 
moft  excellent  lord  Fiorimond* 
count  Mercy-Argenteau,  vifcounr 
of  Loo,  baron  of  Crichegnee, 
knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  cham¬ 
berlain,  adtual  privy  counfellor  of 
ftate  to  his  imperial  and  royal  apof- 
folic  majefty,  and  his  ambaffador  to 
his  molt  Chriftian  majefty  ;  and  her 
majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the 
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Ruffias,  tlie  mod  illuftrious  and 
mod  excellent  lord,  prince  fwan 
Bariatinikoy,  lieutenant  general  of 
the  forces  of  her  Imperial  majeify 
of  all  the  Ruffias,  knight  of  the  or¬ 
ders  of  St,  Anne,  and  of  the  Swe- 
difh  Sword,  and  her  minider  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  his  mod  Chridian 
majedy ;  and  the  lord  Arcadi  de 
Marcoff,  counfellor  of  date  to  her 
Imperial  majedy  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
and  her  minider  plenipontiary  to  his 
mod  Chridian  majedy „  In  confe- 
quence,  their faid  majefties  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  moft'Chrif- 
tian  king,  have  named  and  condituted 
for  their  plenipotentiaries,  charged 
with  the  concluding  and  figning'  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  viz. 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  mod 
Illuftrious  and  mod  excellent  lord 
George,  duke  and  earl  of  Man- 
cheder,  vifcount  Mandeville,  baron 
of  Kimbolton,  lord  lieutenant  and 
cudos  rotuiorum  of  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  actual  privy  coun- 
fellor  to  his  JBri  tannic  majedy,  and 
his  ambafiador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  to  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majedy  ;  and  the  mod  Chridian 
king,  the  mod  illuftrious  and  mod 
excellent  lord  Charles  Gravier, 
count  de  Vergennes,  baron  of  Wei- 
ferding,  &c.  the  king’s  counfellor 
in  all  his  councils,  commander  in 
his  orders,  prefident  of  the  royal 
council  of  finances,  counfellor  of 
date  military,  minider  and  fecre- 
tary  of  date,  and  of  his  commands 
and  finances :  who,  after  having 
exchanged  their  refpe&ive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  agreed  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles. 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  a  Chridian, 
univerfal,  and  perpetual  peace,  as 
well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  a  fincere 
and  conftant  friendffiip  fhall  be  re- 
edablifhed  between  their  Britannic 
and  mod  Chridian  majedies,  and 
between  their  heirs  and  fuccedbrs, 
kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces, 
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countries,  fubje&s  and  vaflad,  of 
what  quality  or  condition  what- 
foever  they  be,  without  exception 
either  of  places  of  perlons ;  fo  that 
the  high  con  trading  parties  fhall 
give  the  greated  attention  to  the 
maintaining  between  themfelves, 
and  their  laid  dominions  and  fub- 
jeds,  this  reciprocal  friendfliip  and 
intercourfe,  without  permitting 
hereafter,  on  either  part,  any  kind 
of  hodilities  to  be  committed,  ei¬ 
ther  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any 
caufe,  or  under  any  pretence  what^ 
foever  1  and  they  fhall  carefully 
avoid,  for  the  future,  every  thin  a- 
which  might  prejudice  the  union 
happily  re-edabliffied,  endeavour¬ 
ing,  on  the  contrary,  to  procure 
reciprocally  for  each  other,  on  every 
occafion,  whatever  may  contribute 
to  their  mutual  glory,  intereds,  and 
advantage,  without  giving  any  af- 
fidance  or  protection,  diredly  or  in* 
di redly,  to  thofe  who  would  do  any 
injury  to  either  of  the  high  con- 
trading  parties.  There  fhall  be  a 
general  oblivion  and  amnedy  o£ 
every  thing  which  may  have  been 
done  or  committed,  before  or  fined 
the  commencement  of  the  war  which 
is  juft  ended. 

Art.  II.  The  treaties  of  Wed-, 
phalia  of  1648  ;  the  treaties  of 
peace  of  Nimeguen  of  1678,  and 
2679  ;  of  Ryfwick  of  1697  ;  thofe 
ot  peace  and  of  commerce  of  XT 
trecht  of  1713;  that  of  Baden  of 
1714;  that  of  the  triple  alliance  of 
the  Hague  of  1717  ;  that  of  the 
quadruple  alliance  of  London  of 
1718;  the  treaty  of  peace  of  Vi¬ 
enna  of  1738;  the  definitive  treaty 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle  of  1748;  and 
that  of  Paris  of  1763,  l'etve  as  a 
bails  and  foundation  to  the  peace* 
and  to  the  prefent  treaty ;  and  fot 
this  purpofe  they  were  all  renewed 
and  confirmed  in  the  bed  form*  as! 
well  as  all  the  treaties  in  general 
which  fubftded  between  the  high 
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contracting  parties  before  the  war, 
as  if  they  were  herein  inferred  word 
or  word  ;  and  fo  they  are  to  be 
exaCtiy  obferved  for  the  future  in 
their  full  tenor,  and  religioufly  exe¬ 
cuted  by  both  parties,  in  all  the 
points  which  fhall  not  be  derogated 
from  by  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 

Art.  III.  All  the  prifoners  taken 
on  either  tide,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
fea,  and  the  hcftages  carried  away 
or  given  during  the  war,  and  to  this 
day,  fhall  be  reftored,  without  ran- 
fom,  in  fix  weeks  at  lateti,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty  ;  each  crown  reflec¬ 
tively  difeharging  the  advances  which 
fhall  have  been  made,  for  the  fub- 
tiflance  and  maintainance  of  their 
prifoners,  by  the  fovereign  of  the 
country  where  they  fhall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other  au¬ 
thentic  vouchers,  which  lhail  be 
furnifhed  on  each  tide  :  and  fureties 
fhall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  which  the  pri¬ 
foners  may  have  contracted  in  the 
countries  where  they  may  have  been 
detained  until  their  entire  releafe. 
And  all  fltips,  as  well  men  of  war 
as  merchant  fltips,  which  may  have 
been  taken  tince  the  expiration  of 
the  terms  agreed  upon  for  the  cefla- 
tion  of  hotiilities  by  fea,  fhall  like- 
wife  be  reftored  bona  fide ,  with  all 
their  crews  and  cargoes.  And  the 
execution  of  this  article  (hall  be 
proceeded  upon  immediately  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  til  is  majefty  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  is  maintained  in  his 
right  to  the  ifland  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  to  the  adjacent  iflands,  as 
the  whole  were  aft u red  to  him  by 
the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  ,  excepting  the  iflands  of 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  which  are 


ceded  in  full  right  by  the  prefen® 
treaty  to  his  moil  Chriftian  ma¬ 
jefty. 

Art.  V.  His  majefty  the  mo*ft 
Chriftian  king,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  quarrels  which  have  hitherto 
ari fen  between  the  two  nations  of 
England  and  France,  confents  to 
renounce  the  right  of  tifhing,  which 
belongs  to  him  in  virtue  of  the 
aforefaid  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bonavifta  to 
Cape  St.  John,  tituated  on  the  eaft- 
ern  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  in  fifty 
degrees  north  latitude  ;  and  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king-  of  Great  Britain,  con¬ 
fents  on  his  part,  that  the  fifhery  af« 
ligned  to  the  fubjedts  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty,  beginning  at  th® 
faid,  Cape  St.  John,  paffing  to  the 
north,  and  descending  by  the  weftern 
coaft  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
fhall  extend  to  the  place  called  Cape 
Raye,  tituated  in  forty-feven  de¬ 
grees,  fifty  minutes  latitude.  The 
French  fifhermen  ftiall  enjoy  the 
fifhery  which  is  affigned  to  them  by 
the  prefent  article,  as  they  had  the 
right  to  enjoy  that  which  was  aftign- 
ed  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Art.  VI.  With  regard  to  the 
fifhery  in  the  gulf  of  St,  Laurence, 
the  French  fliall  continue  toexercife 
it  conformably  to  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Paris. 

Art.  VII.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  reftores  to  France  the  ifland 
of  St.  Lucia,  in  the  condition  it  was 
in  when  it  was  conquered  by  the 
Britifh  arms  :  and  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  cedes  and  guaranties  to  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty  the  ifland  of  To¬ 
bago.  The  Proteftant  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  ifland,  as  well  as  thole 
of  the  fame  religion,  who  fliall  have 
fettled  at  St.  Lucia,  whilft  that  ifland 
was  occupied  by  the  Britifh  arms, 
fliall  not  be  molefted  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  worfliip  :  and  the 
Britifh  inhabitants,  or  others  who 
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may  have  been  fubjeds  of  the  king 
or  Great  Britain  in  the  aforefaid 
iflands,  iliall  retain  their  poffellions 
■upon  the  fame  titles  and  conditions 
by  which  they  have  acquired  them  ; 
or  elfe  they  may  retire  in  full  fecu- 
rity  and  liberty,  where  they  fhall 
think  fit,  and  {hall  have  the  power 
of  felling  their  edates,  provided  it 
be  to  fubjeds  of  his  mod  Chridian 
majedy,  and  of  removing  their  ef¬ 
fects,  as  well  as  their  perlbns,  with¬ 
out  being  redrained  in  their  emigra- 
tion,  under  any  pretence  whatfo- 
ever,  except  on  account  of  debts, 
or  of  criminal  profecutions.  The 
term  limited  for  this  emigration  is 
fixed  to  the  fpace  of  eighteen 
months,  to  be  Computed  from  the 
day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi¬ 
cations  of  the  prefent  treaty-  And 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  poffeffions 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  aforefaid 
Illand  of  Tobago,  the  molt  Chrif- 
tian  king  fhall  iffue  letters  patent, 
containing  an  abolition  of  the  droit 
d’aubaine  in  the  faid  illand. 

Art.  VIII.  The  mod  Chridian 
king  redores  to  Great  Britain  the 
iflands  of  Grenada,  and  the  Grena¬ 
dines,  St.  Vincent’s,  Dominica,  St. 
Chriftopher’s,  Nevis,  and  Mont- 
ferrat ;  and  the  fortreffes  of  thefe 
iflands  iliall  be  delivered  up  in  the 
condition  they  were  in  when  the 
conqueit  of  them  was  made  The 
fame  dipulations  inferted  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article  fhall  take  place  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  French  fubjecfs,  with 
refpect  to  the  iflands  enumerated  irj 
the  prefent  article. 

Art.  IX.  The  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  cedes,  in  full  right,  and  gua¬ 
ranties  to  his  mod  Chridian  ma-? 
jedy,  the  river  Senegal,  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies,  y^ith  the  forts  of  St. 
Louis,  Podor,  Galam,  Arguin,  and 
Pprtendic  ;  and  his  Britannic  ma- 
jedy  redores  to  France  the  illand  of 
(Jorye,  which  fhall  be  delivered  up 


in  the  condition  it  was  in  when  the 
conqueft  of  it  was  made. 

Art.  X.  The  mod  Chridian  king, 
on  his  part,  guaranties  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  the  podeffion  of 
Fort  James,  and  of  the  river  Gain*’ 
bia. 

Art.  XI.  For  preventing  all  dif- 
cuffion  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
the  two  high  contrading  parties 
fhall,  within  three  months  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  name  commiffaries, 
who  ilia'll  be  charged  with  the  fet¬ 
tling  and  fixing  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  refpedive  poffeffions,  As  to  the 
gum  trade,  the  Englifh  fliall  have 
the  liberty  of  carrying  it  on,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  folin,  to 
the  bay  and  fort  of  Portendic  inclu- 
fively.  Provided  that  they  fliall  not 
form  any  permanent  fettlement,  of 
what  nature  foever,  in  the  faid  ri¬ 
ver  St.  John,  upon  the  coad,  or  in 
the  bay  of  Portendic. 

Art,  XII.  As  to  the  refidue  of 
the  coad  of  Africa,  the  Englifh  and 
French  fubjeds  fliall  continue  to  re¬ 
fort  thereto,  according  to  the  ufage 
which  has  hitherto  prevailed. 

Art.  XIII.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  redores  to  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majedy  all  thefettlemcnts  whjch. 
belonged  to  him  at  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  war,  upon  the  coad  of 
O;  *ixa,  and  in  Bengal,  with  liberty 
to  furround  Chandernagore  with  a 
ditch  for  carrying  off  the  waters  : 
and  his  Britannic  majedy  engages 
to  take  fuch  mea fares  as  fliall  be  in 
his  power  for  fecuring  to  the  fub¬ 
jeds  of  France  in  that  part  of  India, 
as  well  as  on  the  coad  of  Orixa, 
Coromandel,  and  Malabar,  a  fife, 
free,  and  independent  trade,  fuch 
as  was  carried  on  by  the  French 
Ead  India  Company,  whether  they 
exerciie  it  individually,  or  united 
ii)  a  company. 

Art.  XIV,  Poudichcrry  fh^ll-be 
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in  like  manner  delivered  up  and  gua¬ 
rantied  to  France,  as  alfo  Karikal : 
and  his  Britannic  majefly  fhall  fe- 
cure,  for  an  additional  dependency 
to  Pondicherry,  the  two  difiridts  of 
Velanour  and  Bahour ;  and  to  Ka- 
r-ikal,  the  Four  Magans  bordering 
thereupon, 

Art,  XV.  France  fhall  re-enter 
into  the  polfeffion  of  Make,  as  well 
as  of  its  factory  at  Surat ;  and  the 
French  (hall  carry  on  their  trade,  on 
this  part  of  India,  conformably  to 
the  principles  eftablidied  in  the  thir* 
teenth  article  of  this  treaty. 

Art.  XVI.  Orders  having  been 
fent  to  India  by  the  high  contradl- 
ing  parties,  in  purfuance  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  article  of  the  preliminaries, 
It  is  further  agreed,  that  if,  within 
the  term  of  four  months,  the  ref- 
pedtive  allies  of  their  Britannic  and 
mod  Chriftian  majefties  fhall  not 
have  acceded  to  the  prefent  pacifica¬ 
tion,  or  concluded  a  feparate  ac¬ 
commodation,  their  faid  majefties 
fhall  not  give  them  any  affiftance, 
diredtly  or  indiredtly,  againfi:  the 
Britifh  or  French  polfeffions,  or  a- 
gainfi  the  ancient  polfeffions  of  their 
refpedtive  allies,  inch  us  they  were 
In  the  year  1 776. 

Art.  XVII.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain,  being  defirous  to  give  to  his 
molt  Chriftian  majelty  a  fincere 
proof  of  reconciliation  and  friend- 
Iliip,  and  to  contribute  to  render 
folid  the  peace  re-e;ftablilhed  be¬ 
tween  their  faid  majefiies,  confents 
to  the  abrogation  and  fuppreffion  of 
all  the  articles  relative  to  Dunkirk, 
from  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded 
at  Utrecht  ip  1713?  inclufive,  to 
this  day. 

Art.  XV1I1.  Immediately  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  the 
two  high  contradting  parties  lhall 
name  commilfaries  to  treat  con¬ 
cerning  new  arrangements  of  com¬ 
merce  between  the  two  nations,  on 


the  balls  of  reciprocity  and  mutual 
convenience ;  which  arrangements 
lhall  be  fettled  and  concluded  within 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  firft  of  January,  in 
the  year  3784. 

Art.  XIX.  All  the  countries  and 
territories  which  may  have  been,  or 
which  may  be  conquered  in  any 
part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  by 
the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majefiy, 
as  well  as  by  thofe  of  his  moll  Chrif- 
tian  majefty,  which  are  not  included 
in  the  prefent  treaty,  neither  under 
the  head  of  ceffions,  nor  under  the 
head  of  refutations,  fhall  be  rellor- 
ed  without  difficulty,  and  without 
requiring  any  compenfation, 

Art.  XX.  As  it  is  necelfary  to  ap-? 
point  a  certain  period  for  the  refti- 
tutions  and  evacuations  to  be  made 
by  each  of  the  high  contradting 
parties,  it  is  agreed  that  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  lhall  caufe  to  be  eva¬ 
cuated  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or 
fooner,  if  it  can  be  done  ;  St.  Lu¬ 
cia,  (one  of  the  Charibee  iflands,) 
and  Goree  in  Africa,  three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prelent 
treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 
The  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall  in 
like  manner,  at  the  end  of  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can 
be  done,  enter  again  into  the  pop 
feffion  of  the  iflands  of  Grenada, 
the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent’s,  Do¬ 
minica,  St.  Chriflopher’s,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat.  France  lhall  be 
put  in  pofieffion  of  the  towns  and 
fadfories  which  are  reftored  to  her 
in  the  Eafi  Indies,  and  of  the  ter¬ 
ritories  which  are  procured  for  her, 
to  ferve  as  additional  dependencies, 
to  Pondicherry,  and  to  Karikal,  fix 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can 
be  done,  France  lhall  deliver  up, 
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at  the  end  of  the  like  term  of  fix 
months,  the  towns  and  territories 
which  her  arms  may  have  taken 
from  the  Englifh,  or  their  allies, 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  In  confequence 
whereof,  the  neceffary  orders  fhall 
be  fent  by  each  of  the  high  eon- 
trading  parties,  with  reciprocal 
pafiports  for  the  Chips  which  fhall 
carry  them,  immediately  after  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

Art,  XXL  The  decifion  of  the 
prizes  and  feizures  made  prior  to  the 
hofiilities  fhall  be  referred  to  the  re- 
fpeCtive  courts  of  juftice ;  fo  that 
the  legality  of  the  faid  prizes  and 
feizures  fhall  be  decided  according 
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to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  trea¬ 
ties,  in  the  courts  of  juftice  of  the 
nation  which  fhall  have  made  the 
capture,  or  ordered  the  feizures. 

Art.  XXII.  For  preventing  the 
revival  of  the  law-fuits  which  have 
been  ended  in  the  iflands  conquered 
by  either  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  it  is  agreed  that  the  judg¬ 
ments  pronounced  in  the  laffc  refort, 
and  which  have  acquired  the  force 
of  matters  determined,  fhall  be 
confirmed  and  executed  according  to 
their  form  and  tenor. 

Art.  XXIII.  Their  Britannic  and 
moil  Chriftian  majefties  promife  to 
obferve  fmcerely,  and  bona  all 
the  articles  contained  and  eftablifhed 
in  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  they  will 
not  fuller  the  fame  to  be  infringed, 
direCtly  or  indirectly,  by  their  re- 
fpeCtive  fubje&s  :  and  the  faid  high 
contracting  parties  guaranty  to  each 
other,  generally  and  reciprocally, 
all  the  ftipulations  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

Art,  XXIV.  The  folemn  ratifi¬ 
cations  of  the  prefent  treaty,  pre- 
ared  in  good  and  due  form,  fhall 
e  exchanged  in  this  city  of  Ver- 
failles,  between  the  high  contract¬ 
ing  parties,  in  the  fpace  of  a  month, 
€>r  fooner  if  poffiblcj  to  be  compute 
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ed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of 
the  prefent  treaty. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
der-written  ambafiador  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  minifters  plenipotentiary, 
have  figned  with  our  hands,  in  their 
names,  and  in  virtue  of  our  refpec- 
tive  full  powers,  the  prefent  defini¬ 
tive  treaty,  and  have  caufed  the  feals 
of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  day 
of  September,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three. 

Gravicr  de  Verge  tines,  (L.  S.) 
Manchefier .  (  L »  S . ) 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES, 

Art.  I.  Some  of  the  titles  made 
ufe  of  by  the  contracting  parties, 
whether  in  the  full  powers,  and 
other  inftruments,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  negociation,  or  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  the  prefent  treaty,  not 
being  generally  acknowledged,  it 
has  been  agreed  that  no  prejudice 
fhould  ever  refult  therefrom  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  faid  contracting  parties ; 
and  that  the  titles  taken  or  omitted, 
on  either  fide,  upon  occafion  of  the 
faid  negotiation,  and  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  fhall  not  be  cited,  or  quoted 
as  a  precedent. 

Art.  II,  It  has  been  agreed  and 
determined,  that  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  made  ufe  of  in  all  the  co¬ 
pies  of  the  prefent  treaty,  fliall  not 
form  an  example  which  may  be  al- 
ledged,  or  quoted  as  a  precedent, 
or,  in  any  manner,  prejudice  either 
of  the  contracting  powers  ;  and  that 
they  {hall  conform,  for  the  future, 
to  what  has  been  obferved,  and 
ought  to  be  obferved,  with  regard 
to,  and  on  the  part  of  powers,  who 
are  in  the  praCtice  and  poffeffion  of 
giving  and  receiving  copies  of  like 
treaties  in  a  different  language  from 
the  French  ;  the  prefent  treaty  hav- 
(G  4)  mg, 
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ing,  neverthelefs,  the  fame  force 
and  virtue  as  if  the  aforefaid  prac¬ 
tice  had  been  therein  obferved. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
der-written  ambafiador  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  ministers  plenipotentiary 
ot  their  Britannic  and  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majefties,  have  figned  the  pre- 
fent  feparate  articles,  and  have 
caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be 
affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Ver failles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thousand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty -three. 

Gravier  de  Gergennes .  (L  S.) 
Matichejler .  (L.  S.) 

DECLARATION. 

THE  king  having  entirely  agreed 
with  his  mod  Christian  majedy  up¬ 
on  the  articles  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  will  feek  every  means  which 
(hall  not  only  enfure  the  execution 
thereof,  with  his  accudomed  good 
faith  and  punctuality,  but  will  be- 
fides  give,  on  his  part,  all  poffible 
efficacy  to  the  principles  which  Shall 
prevent  even  the  lead  foundation  ot 
difpute  for  the  future. 

To  this  end,  and  in  order  that 
the  fishermen  of  the  two  nations 
may  not  give  caufe  for  daily  quar¬ 
rels,  his  Britannic  majedy  will  take 
the  mod  pofirive  meafures  for  pre¬ 
venting  his 
ing,  in  any 
petition,  the  fishery  of  the  French, 
during  the  temporary  exercife  of  it 
which  is  granted  to  them,  upon  the 
coafts  of  the  island  of  Newfound¬ 
land  ;  and  he  will,  for  this  purpofe, 
Caufe  the  fixed  fettlements,  which 
fiiall  be  formed  there,  to  be  remov¬ 
ed.  His  Britannic  majedy  will  give 
orders,  that  the  French  fidiermen 
be  not  incommoded,  in  cutting  the 
wood  necelfary  for  the  repair  of 
their  Scaffolds,  huts,  and  fifhing 
yeffels. 


fubjedts  from  interrupt- 
manner,  by  their  com- 


The  thirteenth  article  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Utrecht,  and  the  method  of 
carrying  on  the  fifhery  which  has  at 
all  times  been  acknowledged,  Shall 
be  the  plan  upon  which  the  fidiery 
Shall  be  carried  on  there;  it  diall 
not  be  deviated  from  by  either  par¬ 
ty  ;  the  French  fidiermen  building 
only  their  fcadblds,  confining  them- 
felves  to  the  repair  of  their  Sidling 
veSTels,  and  not  wintering  there  ; 
the  fubjedts  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jedy,  on  their  part,  not  moleding, 
in  any  manner,  the  French  fidier- 
men,  during  their  fifhing,  nor  in-, 
juring  their  fcadblds  during  their 
abfence. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain,  in 
ceding  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon  to  France,  regards  them 
as  ceded  for  the  purpofe  of  ferving 
as  a  real  Shelter  to  the  French  fidi¬ 
ermen,  and  in  full  confidence  that 
thefe  podeilions  will  not  become  an 
objedt  of  jealoufy  between  the  two 
nations ;  and  that  the  fidiery  be¬ 
tween  the  faid  idands,  and  that  of 
Newfoundland,  Shall  be  limited  to 
the  middle  of  the  channel. 

With  regard  to  India,  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  having  granted  to  France  every 
thing  that  can  afeertain  and  confirm 
the  trade  which  the  latter  requires 
to  carry  on  there,  his  majedy  relies 
with  confidence  on  the  repeated  af- 
finances  of  the  court  of  Versailles, 
that  the  power  of  furrounding  Chan-, 
dernagore  with  a  ditch  for  carrying 
off  the  waters,  Shall  not  be  exer- 
ciSed  in  Such  a  manner  as  to  make 
it  become  an  objedt  of  umbrage. 

The  new  date  in  which  commerce 
may  perhaps  be  found,  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  will  demand  revisions 
and  explanations  ot  the  Subsiding 
treaties;  but  an  entire  abrogation 
of  thofe  treaties,  in  whatever  period 
it  might  be,  would  throw  commerce 
.into  fuch  confudon  as  would  be  of 
infinite  prejudice  to  it. 
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In  fome  of  the  treaties  of  this 
fort  there  are  not  only  articles  which 
relate  merely  to  commerce,  but 
many  others  which  enfure  recipro¬ 
cally,  to  the  refpedtive  fubjedls, 
privileges,  facilities  for  conducting 
their  affairs,  peribnal  protections, 
and  other  advantages,  which  are 
not,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  of 
a  changeable  nature,  fuch  as  the  re¬ 
gulations  relating  merely  to  the  va¬ 
lue  of  goods  and  merchandife,  va- 
liable  from  cireumflances  of  every 
kind. 

When  therefore  the  date  of  the 
trade  between  the  two  nations  fhall 
be  treated  upon,  it  is  requifite  to 
be  underflood,  that  the  alterations 
which  may  be  made  in  the  fubfift- 
ing  treaties  are  to  extend  only  to 
arrangements  merely  commercial ; 
and  th.at  the  privileges  and  advan¬ 
tages,  mutual  and  par^ular,  be 
not  only  prefer ved  on  each  fide,  but 
even  augmented,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  this  view,  his  majefiy  has  con- 
fented  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
miffaries,  on  each  fide,  who  fhall 
treat  folely  upon  this  object. 

In  witnefs  whereof",  we  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefiy ’s  ambaffador  extra- 
prdinary  and  minifier  plenipoten¬ 
tiary,  being  thereto  duly  authoriz¬ 
ed,  have  figned  the  prefent  decla¬ 
ration,  and  caufed  the  feal  of  our 
arms  to  be  fet  thereto. 

Given  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three* 

Manchefter .  (L.  S.) 

i 

COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

THE  principles  which  have  guid¬ 
ed  the  king,  in  the  whole  courle  of 
the  negotiations  which  preceded  the 
re-eftabli  (lament  of  peace,  mu  ft  have 
convinced  the  king  of  Great  Bfi- 
tain,  that  his  majefiy  has  had  no 
other  defign  than  to  render  it  folid 
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and  falling,  by  preventing,  as  much 
as  poffi’ble,  in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  world,  every  fubjedl  of  dif- 
cuffion  and  quarrel.  The  king  of 
Great  Britain  undoubtedly  places 
too  much  confidence  in  the  up- 
rightnefs  of  his  maje fly’s  intentions, 
not  to  rely  upon  his  conflant  atten¬ 
tion  to  prevent  the  iflands  of  St, 
Pierre  and  Miquelon  from  becom¬ 
ing  an  objedl  of  jealoufy  between 
the  two  nations. 

As  to  the  lithery  on  the  coafls  of 
Newfoundland,  which  has  been  the 
object  of  the  new  arrangements 
fettled  by  the  two  fovereigns  upon 
this  matter,  it  is  fufficiently  afeer- 
tained  by  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  figned  this  day,  and 
by  the  declaration  iikewife  delivered 
to-day,  by  his  Britannic  maje  fly’s 
ambaffador  extraordinary  and  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  ;  and  his  majefiy  de¬ 
clares,  that  he  is  fully  fatisfied  on 
this  head. 

In  regard  to  the  fifliery  between 
the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  and 
thofe  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
jt  is  pot  to  be  carried  on,  by  either 
party,  but  to  the  middle  of  the 
channel ;  and  his  majefiy  will  give 
the  mofl  pofitive  orders,  that  the 
French  fiQiermen  Rail  not  go  be- 
yond  this  line.  His  majefiy  is  firm¬ 
ly  perfuaded  that  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  will  give,  like  orders  to  the 
Englifh  fhhermen. 

The  king’s  defire  to  maintain  the 
peace  comprehends  India  as  well  as 
the  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  his 
Britannic  majefiy  may  therefore  be 
a  (lured,  that  his  majefiy  will  never 
permit  that  an  object  fo  inoffenfive, 
and  fo  harmlefs,  as  the  ditch,  with 
w'hich  Chandernagore  is  to  be  fur- 
rounded,  fhould  give  any  umbrage 

7  O  v  O 

to  the  court  of  London, 

The  king,  in  prop  cling  new  ar¬ 
rangements  of  commerce,  had  no 
other  defign  than  to  remedy,  by  the 
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rules  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  con¬ 
venience,  whatever  may  be  defec¬ 
tive  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  fign¬ 
ed  at  Utrecht,  in  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  thirteen.  The 
king  of  Great  Britain  may  judge 
from  thence,  that  his  majeily’s  in¬ 
tention  is  not  in  any  wife  to  cancel 
all  the  flipulations  in  the  above- 
mentioned  treaty  ;  he  declares,  on 
the  contrary,  from  henceforth,  that 
he  is  difpofed  to  maintain  all  the  pri¬ 
vileges,  facilities  and  advantages 
*  expreffed  in  that  treaty,  as  far  as 
they  fhall  be  reciprocal,  or  com- 
penfated  by  equivalent  advantages. 
It  is  to  attain  this  end,  defired  on 
each  fide,  that  commifiaries  are  to 
be  appointed  to  treat  upon  the  hate 
of  the  trade  between  the  two  nati¬ 
ons,  and  that  a  confiderabie  fpace 
of  time  is  to  be  allowed  for  com- 
pleating  their  work.  His  majefly 
hopes  that  this  objedt  will  be  pur- 
fued  with  the  fame  good  faith,  and 
the  fame  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which 
prefided  over  the  difcufiion  of  all 
the  other  points  comprifed  in  the 
definitive  treaty  ;  and  his  faid  ma¬ 
jefly  is  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the 
refpebiive  commifTanes  will  employ 
$he  utmofl  diligence  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  important  work. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
derwritten  minifier  plenipotentiary 
of  his  moil  Chriflian  majefly,  be¬ 
ing  thereto  duly  authorized,  have 
figned  the  prefent  counter-declara¬ 
tion,  and  have  caufed  the  leal  of 
our  arms  to  be  fixed  thereto. 

Given  at  Ver failles,  the  third 
of  September,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty. 

three. 

Gran) ter  deV ergenncs.  (L.  S.) 

WE,  ambafiador  plenipotentiary 
pi  his  Imperial  and  royal  apoflolic 


majefly,  having  adled  as  mediator 
in  the  work  of  pacification,  declare 
that  the  treaty  of  peace  figned  this 
day  at  Verfailles,  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefly  and  his  moil  Chriflian 
majefly,  with  the  two  feparate  arti¬ 
cles  thereto  annexed,  and  of  which 
they  form  a  parr,  as  alfo  with  all 
the  claufes,  conditions  and  flipula-. 
tions  which  are  therein  contained, 
was  concluded  by  the  mediation  of 
his  impend  and  royal  apoftolic  raa- 
jefty.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have 
figned  thefe  prefents  with  our  hand, 
and  have  caufed  the  feal  of  our 
arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

LeCompte  dc  Mercy  Argcnteau .  (L.S) 

WE,  miniilers  plenipotentiary  of 
her  Imperial  majefly  of  all  the 
Ruffias,  having  adied  as  mediators 
in  the  work  of  pacification,  de¬ 
clare  that  the  treaty  of  peace,  figned 
this  day  at  Verfailles,  between  his 
Britannic  majefly,  and  his  rnofl 
Chriflian  majefly,  with  the  two  fe¬ 
parate  articles  thereto  annexed,  and 
of  which  they  form  a  part,  as  alfo 
with  all  the  claufes,  conditions  and 
flipulations  which  are  therein  con¬ 
tained,  was  concluded  by  the  medi¬ 
ation  of  her  Imperial  majefly  of  all 
the  Ruffias.  In  witnefs  whereof, 
we  have  figned  thefe  prefents  with 
our  hands,  and  have  caufed  the 
feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feyen 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Pi  ■incc  Invan  Barlatlnojkoy .  (L.S.) 

A,  Mar co fi*  (L.S.) 
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The  DEFINITIVE  TREATY  of 
PEACE  and  FRIENDSHIP 

between  bis  Britannic  Majefy ,  and 
the  King  of  Spain.  Signed  at  Ver~ 
failles ,  the  3 d  day  of  September , 
17S3.  \ 

As  pnblijhed'  by  Authority . 

In  the  Name  of  the  Moft  Holy 
and  undivided  Trinity,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft.  So  be 
it. 

E  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom 
it  {hall  or  may  in  any  manner 
concern.  The  moft  ferene  and  moft 
potent  prince  George  the  Third,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  duke 
of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenbourg, 
arch'  treafurer  and  eledtor  of  the 
holy  Roman  empire,  &c.  and  the 
moft  ferene  and  moft  potent  prince 
Charles  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  king  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
Indies,  &c.  being  equally  defirous 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  which 
for  feveral  years  paft  afflicted  their 
refpedtive  dominions,  accepted  the 
offer  which  their  majefties  the  em¬ 
peror  of  the  Romans,  and  the  em- 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruftias,  made  to 
them,  of  their  interpofttion,  and 
of  their  mediation:  but  their  Bri¬ 
tannic  and  Catholic  majefties,  ani¬ 
mated  with  a  mutual  delire  of  ac¬ 
celerating  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace,  communicated  to  each  other 
their  laudable  intention ;  which 
Heaven  fo  far  bleffed,  that  they 
proceeded  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
peace,  by  'figning  preliminajy  arti¬ 
cles  at  Verfailles,  the  20th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  in  the  prefent  year.  Their 
laid  majefties  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Catholic  king, 
thinking  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
give  their  imperial  majefties  a  ftgnal 
proof  of  their  gratitude  for  the  ge¬ 
nerous  offer  of  their  mediation,  in¬ 
vited  them,  in  concert,  to  concur 
ia  £he  £omj>letW  of  the  great  and 


falutary  work  of  peace,  by  taking 
part,  as  mediators,  in  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  to  be  concluded  between 
their  Britannic  and  Catholic  ma¬ 
jefties.  Their  faid  imperial  majefties 
having  readily  accepted  that  invi¬ 
tation,  they  have  named,  as  their 
representatives,  viz.  his  majefty 
the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  the 
moft  illuftrious  and  moft  excellent 
lord  Florimond,  count  Mercy-Ar- 
gentau,  vil count  of  Loo,  baron  of 
Crichegnee,  knight  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  chamberlain,  adlual  privy 
councellor  of  ftate  to  his  Imperial 
and  royal  apoftolic  majefty,  and  his 
ambaftador  to  his  moft  Chriftian 
majefty  ;  and  her  majefty  the  em- 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruftias,  the  moft  il¬ 
luftrious  and  moft  excellent  lord, 
prince  Iwan  Bariatinlkey,  lieute¬ 
nant-general  of  the  forces  of  her 
Imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruftias, 
knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Anne 
and  of  the  Swediih  Sword,  and 
her  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  his 
moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and  the 
lord  Arcadi  de  Marcoff,  counfel- 
lor  of  ftate  to  her  'Imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  of  all  the  Ruftias,  and  her 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  his  moft 
Chriftian  majeily.  In  confequence, 
their  faid  majefties  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  moft  Chrif¬ 
tian  king,  have  named  and  confti- 
tuted  for  their  plenipotentiaries, 
charged  with  the  concluding  and 
figning  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  viz.  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  the  'molt  illuftrious  and  moft 
excellent  lord  George,  duke  and 
earl  of  Manchefter,  vifeount  Man- 
device,  baron  of  Kimbolton,  lord 
lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  adtual 
privy  counfellor  to  his  Britannic 
majefty,  and  his  ambaftador  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  his 
moft  Chriftian  majefty ;  and  the 
Catholic  king,  the  moft  illuftrious 
*md  moft  excellent  lord  Peter  PauJ 
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Abarca  de  Bolea  Ximenes  d’Urrea, 
&c.  count  of  Aranda  and  Caftel 
Florido,  marquis  of  Torres,  of 
Villanan  and  Rupit,  vifcount  of 
Rueda  and  Yoch,  baron  of  the  Ba¬ 
ronies  of  Gavin,  Sietamo,  Clamofa, 
Eripol  Trazmoz,  La  Mata  de  Caf- 
til-Viejo,  Antillon  La  Almolda, 
Cortes,  Jorva,  St.  Genis,  Rabo- 
villet,  Arcau,  and  Ste.  Colome  de 
Fames,  lord  of  the  Tenance  and 
honour  of  Alcalatem,  the  valley  of 
Rodella,  the  caftles  and  towns  of 
Maella,  Mefones,  Tiurana,  and 
Villa  Plana,  Taradel  and  Viladrau, 
Sec.  Rico-Hombre  in  Arragon  by 
defeent,  grandee  of  Spain  of  the 
Hrft  clafs,  knight  of  the  order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  and  of  that  of  the 
Holy  G  ho  ft,  gentleman  of  the 
king’s  chamber  in  employment, 
captain  general  of  his  forces,  and 
his  ambafiadof  to  the  moft  Chriftian 
king;  who,  after  having  exchanged 
their  respective  full  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

Art.  1.  There  fhali  be  a  Chriftian, 
univerfal  and  perpetual  peace,  as 
well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  a  fin- 
cert  and  conftant  friendfliip  lhall  be 
re-eftablifhed,  between  their  Bri¬ 
tannic  and  Catholic  majefties,  and 
between  their  heirs  and.v  fucceflors, 
kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces, 
countries,  fubjedts,  and  vaflals,  of 
what  quality  or  condition  foever 
they  be,  without  exception  either 
of  places  or  perfons lb  that  the 
high  contracting  parties  lhall  give 
the  greateft  attention  to  the  main¬ 
taining  between  themfelves,  and 
their  laid  dominions  and  fubjeCts, 
that  reciprocal  friendlhip  and  in- 
tercourfe,  without  permitting  here¬ 
after,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of 
hofti  ikies  to  be  committed,  either 
by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufe  or 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever :  and 
they  lhall  carefully  avoid,  for  the 
future,  every  thing  which  might; 
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prejudice  the  union  happily  re-eL 
tablifhed,  and  endeavouring,  on 
the  contrary,  to  procure  recipro¬ 
cally  for  each  other,  on  every  oc- 
calion,  whatever  may  contribute  to 
their  mutual  glory,  interefts,  and 
advantage,  without  giving  any  af- 
fiftance  or  protection,  diredtly  or 
indirectly,  to  thole  who  would  do 
any  injury  to  either  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties.  There  lhall  t^e  a 
general  oblivion  and  and  am  Hefty 
of  every  thing  which  may  have  been 
done  or  committed,  before  or  fmee 
the  commencement  of  the  war  which 
is  juft  ended. 

Art.  II.  The  treaties  of  Weft- 
phalia  of  1648  ;  thole  of  Madrid 
of  1667,  and  of  1670;  thofe  of 
peace  and  of  commerce  of  Utrecht 
of  1713;  that  of  Baden  of  1714; 
of  Madrid  of  1715  ;  of  Seville  of 
1729  ;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  of  174.8;  the  treaty  of 
Madrid  of  1730  ;  and  the  definitive 
treaty  of  Paris  of  1763,  ferve  as  a 
bafis  and  foundation  to  the  peace, 
and  to  the  prefent  treaty ;  and  for 
this  purpefe  they  are  all  renewed 
and  confirmed  in  the  beft  form,  as 
well  as  all  the  treaties  in  general 
which  fub lifted  between  the  high 
contracting  parties  before  the  war,  , 
and  particularly  all  thofe  which  are 
Ipecified  and  renewed  in  the  afore- 
faid  definitive  treaty  of  Paris,  in  the 
beft  form,  and  as  if  they  were  here¬ 
in  inferted  word  for  word  :  fo  that 
they  are  to  be  exactly  oblerved  for 
the  future  in  their  full  tenoi*,  and 
religioufly  executed,  by  both  par¬ 
ties,  in  all  the  points  which  fhali 
not  be  derogated  from  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty  of  peace. 

Art.  Ilf.  All  the  priloners  taken 
on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as 
by  fea,  and  the  hoftages  carried 
away  or  given,  during  the  war,  aad 
to  this  day,  lhall  be  reftored,  withn 
out  ranfom,  \\\  fix  weeks  at  late  ft,  tq 
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be  computed  from  the  day  of  the 
exchange  of  the  prefent  treaty ; 
each  crown  refpedfively  difeharging 
the  advances  which  (hall  have  been 
made  for  the  fubfiftence  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  their  prifoners,  by  the  fore¬ 
reign  of  the  country  where  they 
fhall  have  been  detained,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  receipts,  attefted  ac¬ 
counts,  and  other  authentic  vouch¬ 
ers,  which  fliall  be  furnifhed  on 
each  fide :  and  fureties  fliall  be  re¬ 
ciprocally  given  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  which  the  prifoners  may 
have  contracted  in  the  countries 
where  they  may  have  been  detained, 
until  their  entire  releafe.  And  all 
fhips,  as  well  men  of  war  as  mer¬ 
chant  fhips,  which  may  have  been 
taken  fmee  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  agreed  upon  for  the  ceiTation 
of  hoftilities  by  lea,  fliall  likewife 
be  reftored,  bona  fide ,  with  all  their 
crews  and  cargoes.  And  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  this  article  fliall  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  immediately  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treaty. 

Art.  IV.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  cedes,  in  full  right  to  his 
Catholic  majefty,  the  iiland  of  Mi¬ 
norca.  Provided  that  the  fame  fti- 
pulations  inferted  in  the  following 
article  fliall  take  place  in  favour  of 
rhe  Britifh  fubjedts,  with  regard  to 
the  above-mentioned  iflaud. 

Art.  V.  His  Britannic  majefty 
iikewife  cedes  and  guarantees,  in 
full  right  to  his  Catholic  majefty, 
Eaft  Florida  as  alfo  Weft  Florida. 
His  Catholic  majefty  agrees  that 
the  Britifh  inhabitants,  or  others 
who  may  have  been  fubjedts  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  in  the  faid 
countries,  may  retire  in  full  fecu- 
rity  and  liberty,  where  they  fliall 
think  proper,  and  may  fell  their 
eftates,  and  remove  their  effedls,  as 
well  as  their  perfons,  without  be¬ 
ing  reftrained  in  their  emigration, 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever,  ex¬ 


cept  on  account  of  debts,  or  crimi¬ 
nal  profecutions ;  the  term  limited 
for  this  emigration  being  filed  to 
thefpaceof  eighteen  months,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty  :  but  if,  from  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  poflellions  of  the  Engiifh 
proprietors,  they  fhould  not  be  able 
to  difpofe  of  them  within  the  faid 
term,  then  his  Catholic  majefty 
fhall  grant  them  a  prolongation  pro¬ 
portionate  to  that  end.  '  It  is  fur¬ 
ther  ftipulated,  that  his  Britannic 
majefty  fhall  have  the  power  of  re¬ 
moving  from  Eaft  Florida  all  the 
effects  which  may  belong  to  him, 
whether  artillery  or  other  matters. 

Art.  VI.  The  intention  of  the  two 
high  contracting  parties  being  to 
prevent  as  much  as  polfible,  all  the 
caufes  of  complaint  and  mifunder- 
ftanding  heretofore^,  occafioned  by 
the  cutting  of  wood  for  dying,  or 
logwood  ;  and  feveral  Engiifh  fet- 
tlements  having  been  formed  and 
extended,  under  that  pretence, 
upon  the  Spanifh  continent  ;  it  is 
exprefslv  agreed,  that  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty’s  fubjedfs  fhall  have  the 
right  of  cutting,  loading  and  car¬ 
rying  away  logwood,  in  the  diftridk 
lying  between  the  rivers  Wallis  or 
Bellize,  and  Rio  Hondo,  taking 
the  courfe  of  the  faid  two  rivers  for 
unalterable  boundaries,  fo  as  thaft 
the  navigation  of  them  be  common 
to  both  nations,  to  wit,  by  the  ri¬ 
ver  Wallis  or  Bellize,  from  the  fea, 
afeending  as  far  as  oppofite  to  a  lake 
or  inlet  which  runs  into  the  land, 
and  forms  an  ifihmus,  or  neck, 
yfith  another  fimilar  inlet,  which 
comes  from  the  fide  of  Rio-Nuevo 
or  New- River;  fo  that  the  line  of 
feparation  fhall  pafs  ftrait  acrofs  the 
laid  ifihmus,  and  meet  another  lake 
formed  by  the  water  of  Rio-Nuevo 
or  New-River,  at  its  current.  The 
faid  line  fliall  continue  with  the 
courfe  of  the  Rio-Nuevo,  defeend- 
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ing  as  far  as  oppofite  to  a  river,  th& 
fource  of  which  is  marked  in  the 
rnap,  between  Rio-Nuevo  and  Rio- 
Hondo,  and  which  empties  itfelf  in¬ 
to  Rio-Hondo  ;  which  river  (hall 
alfo  ferve  as  a  common  boundary 
as  far  as  its  junction  with  Rio- 
Hondo  ;  and  from  thence  defending 
by  Rio-Hondo  to  the  fea,  as  the  whole 
is  marked  on  the  map  which  the  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  of  the  two  crowns 
have  thought  proper  to  make  ufe 
of,  for  appertaining  the  points  a- 
greed  upon  ;  to  the  end,  that  a 
good  correfpondence  may  reign  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  that  the 
Englifh.  workmen,  cutters,  and  la¬ 
bourers  may  not  trefpafs  from  an 
uncertainty  of  the  boundaries.  The 
relpective  commilfaries  fhall  fix  up¬ 
on  convenient  places,  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  above  marked  out,  in  order 
that  his  Britannic  majefty’s  fub- 
jedts,  employed  in  the  felling  of 
logwood,  may,  withqut  interrup¬ 
tion,  build  therein  houfes  and  ma¬ 
gazines  neceffary  for,  themfelves, 
their  families,  and  their  eftedts ;  and 
his  Catholic  majefty  aifures  to  them 
the  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  ex- 
preffed  in  the  prefent  article ;  pro¬ 
vided  that  thefe  ftipulations  (hall 
not  be  confidered  as  derogating  in 
any  wife  from  his  rights  of  fove- 
reignty.  Therefore  all  the  Englifh, 
who  may  be  difperfed  in  any  other 
parts,  whether  on  the  Spanifh  con¬ 
tinent,  or  in  any  of  the  iflands 
whatfoever,  dependent  on  the  a- 
forefaid  Spanifh  continent,  and  for 
whatever  reafon  it  might  be,  with¬ 
out  exception,  fliall  retire  within 
the  diftridl  which  has  been  above 
defcribed,  in  the  fpace  of  eighteen 
months,  to  be  computed  from  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  ;  and 
for  this  purpoie,  orders  fliall  be  if- 
fued  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  and  on  that  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  majefty,  his  governors  fliall 
be  ordered  to  gram  to  the  Englifh 


difperfed  every  convenience  poffU 
ble  for  their  removing  to  the  fet- 
tlement  agreed  upon  by  the  prefent 
article,  or  for  their  retiring  where- 
ever  they  lhall  think  proper.  It  is 
like  wife  flipulated,  that  if  any  for¬ 
tifications  fhould  adtually  have  been 
heretofore  eredted  within  the  limits 
marked  out,  his  Britannic  majefty 
fhall  caufe  them  all  to  be  demolifh- 
ed ;  and  he  wall  order  his  fubjedts 
not  to  build  any  new  ones.  The 
Englifh  inhabitants,  who  fliall  fettle- 
there  fot  the  cutting  of  logvrood, 
fliall  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a  free 
fiftiery  for  their  fubfiftence,  on  the 
coafts  of  their  diftridl  above  agreed 
on,  or  of  the  iflands  fttuated  oppo¬ 
site  thereto,  without  being  in  any  wife 
difturbed  on  that  account ;  provided 
they  do  not  eftablifh  themfelves,  in 
any  manner,  on  the  faid  iflands. 

Art.  VII.  His  Catholic  majefty 
fliall  reftore  to  Great  Britain  the 
iflands  of  Providence,  and  the  Ba¬ 
hamas,  without  exception,  in  the 
fame  condition  they  were  in  when 
they  were  conquered  by  the  arms  of 
the  king  of  Spain.  The  fame  ftb* 
pulations  inferted  in  the  fifth  article 
of  this  treaty  fliall  take  place  in  fa«* 
vour  of  the  Spanifh  fubjedts,  with 
regard  to  the  iflands  mentioned  in 
the  prefent  article. 

Art.  VIII.  All  the  countries  and 
territories,  which  may  have  been, 
or  which  may  be  conquered  in  any 
part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  by 
the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majefty* 
as  well  as  by  thofe  of  his  Catholic 
majefty,  which  are  not  included  in 
the  prefent  treaty,  neither  under 
the  head  of  ceftions,  nor  under  the 
head  of  reftitutions,  fhall  be  reftor- 
ed  without  difficulty,  and  without 
requiring  any  compenfation. 

Art.  IX.  Immediately  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications,  the 
two  high  contracting*  parties  fliall 
name  commiflfaries  to  treat  con¬ 
cerning  new  arrangements  of  com- 
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Fierce  between  the  two  nations,  on 
the  bafis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual 
convenience  ;  which  arrangements 
fliall  be  fettled  and  concluded  within 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  firft  of  January, 
i  784, 

Art.  X.  As  it  is  neceflary  to  ap¬ 
point  a  certain  period  for  the  re  di¬ 
lutions  and  evacuations  to  be  made 
by  each  of  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  fhall  caufe  Eaft  Flo¬ 
rida  to  be  evacutated  three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 
The  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall  in 
like  manner  enter  again  into  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Blands  of  Providence, 
and  the  Bahamas,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  in  the  fpace  of  three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 
In  confequence  whereof,  the  necef- 
fary  orders  fhall  be  fent  by  each  of 
the  high  contrasting  parties,  with 
reciprocal  paiTports  for  the  fhips 
which  fhall  earrv  them,  immedi- 
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ately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

Art.  XI.  Their  Britannic  and 
Catholic  majeilies,  promife  to  ob- 
ferve  fincereiy,  and  hona  fide , 
ail  the  articles  contained  and  efla- 
bliihed  in  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and 
they  will  not  fuffer  the  fame  to  be 
infringed,  diredlly  or  indiredlly,  by 
their  refpedlive  fubjedfcs ;  and  the 
laid  high  contracting  parties  gua¬ 
ranty  to  each  other,  generally  and 
reciprocally,  all  the  ilipuladons  of 
the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  XII.  The  folemn  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  the  prefent  treaty,  pre¬ 
pared  in  good  and  due  form,  fliall 
be  exchanged  in  this  city  of  Ver- 
failles,  between  the  high  contradt- 
ing  parties,  in  the  fpace  of  one 
month,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  fig- 
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nature  of  the  prefent  treaty.  la 
witnefs  whereof,  we  the  under¬ 
written  ambafladors  extraordinary^ 
and  minifters  plenipotentiary,  have 
figned  with  our  hands,  in  their 
names,  and  by  virtue  of  our  re- 
fpedfive  full  powers,  the  prefent 
definitive  treaty,  and  have  carried 
the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  Yerfailles,  the  third  day 
of  September,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three. 

Le  Compte  d* Aranda*  (L.S.J 
Man  chef  cj\  (L.  S,| 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

Art.  I.  Some  of  the  titles  made 
ufe  of  by  the  contracting  parties, 
whether  in  the  full  powers,  and 
other  inftruments,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  negociation,  or  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  the  prefent  treaty,  not 
being  generally  acknowledged,  it 
has  been  agreed  that  no  prejudice 
fhould  ever  refult  therefrom  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  faid  contracting  parties  ; 
and  that  the  titles  taken  or  omitted* 
on  either  fide,  upon  occafion,  of 
the  faid  negociation,,  and  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty,  fhall  not  be  cited,  or 
quoted  as  a  precedent. 

Art.  II.  It  has  been  agreed  and 
determined,  that  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  made  ufe  of  in  all  the  co¬ 
pies  of  the  prefent  treaty,  fliall  not: 
form  an  example  which  may  be  ai¬ 
led  ged,  or  quoted  as  a  precedent,  or* 
in  any  manner,  prejudice  either  of 
the  contracting  powers ;  and  that 
they  fhall  conform,  for  the  future, 
to  what  has  been  obferved,  and 
ought  to  be  obferved,  with  regard 
to,  and  on  the  part  of  powers,  who 
are  in  the  practice  and  pofTeffion  of 
giving  and  receiving  copies  of  like 
treaties  in  a  different  language  from 
the  French ;  the  prefent  treaty 
having,  neverthelefs,  the  fame  force 
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and  virtue  as  if  the  aforefaid  prac¬ 
tice  had  been  therein  obferved. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
der-written  amhaffador  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  minifters  plenipotentiary, 
of  their  Britannic  and  Catholic 
majeilies,  have  figned  the  prefent 
feparate  articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfaiiles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three, 

Le  Compte  cC Aranda,  (L.  S.) 

Manchejter,  (L,  S.) 

DECLARATION. 

THE  new  date  in  which  com¬ 
merce  may  perhaps  be  found,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  will  demand  re- 
vifions  and  explanations  of  the  fub- 
fifting  treaties;  but  an  entire  abro¬ 
gation  of  thofe  treaties,  in  whatever 
period  it  might  be,  would  throw 
commerce  into  fuch  confufion  as 
would  be  of  infinite  prejudice  to 
it. 

In  fome  of  the  treaties  of  this 
fort  there  are  not  only  articles  which 
relate  merely  to  commerce,  but 
many  others  which  enfue  recipro¬ 
cally,  to  the  refpective  fubjedts, 
privileges,  facilities  for  conducting 
their  affairs,  perfonal  proteftions, 
and  other  advantages,  which  are 
not,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  of 
a  changeable  nature,  fuch  as  the 
regulations  relating  merely  to  the 
value  of  goods  and  merchandize, 
variable  from  circumftances  of  every 
kind. 

When  therefore  the  ffate  of  the 
trade  between  the  two  nations  lhall 
be  treated  upon,  it  is  requisite  to  be 
underftood,  that  the  alterations 
which  may  be  made  in  the  fubfiff- 
ing  treaties  are  to  extend  only  to 
arrangements  merely  commercial ; 
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and  that  the  privileges  and  advan^ 
tages,  mutual  and  particular,  be  not 
only  preferved  on  each  fide,  but 
even  augmented,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  this  view,  his  majefty  has  con- 
fented  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
miffaries,  on  each  fide,  who  lhall 
treat  folely  upon  this  objedft. 

Done  at  Verfaiiles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Manchefter,  (  L .  S . ) 

COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

THE  Catholic  king,  inpropofing 
new  arrangements  of  commerce, 
has  had  no  other  delign  than  to  re¬ 
medy,  by  the  rules  of  reciprocity 
and  mutual  convenience,  whatever 
may  be  defective  in  preceding  trea¬ 
ties  of  commerce.  The  king  of 
GreatBritain  mayjudge  from  thence, 
that  the  intention  of  his  Catholic 
majefty  is  not  in  any  manner  to 
cancel  all  the  ftipulations  contained 
in  the  abovementioned.  treaties  ;  he 
declares,  on  the  contrary,  from 
henceforth,  that  he  is  difpofed  to 
maintain  all  the  privileges,  facili¬ 
ties  and  advantages  expreffed  in  the 
old  treaties,  as  far  as  they  ffiali  be 
reciprocal,  or  compenfated  by  e- 
quivalent  advantages.  It  is  to  at¬ 
tain  this  end,  defired  on  each  fide, 
that  commiffaries  are  to  be  named 
to  treat  upon  the  ftate  of  trade  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  that  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  time  is  to  be 
allowed  tor  compleating  their  work. 
His  Catholic  majefty  hopes  that 
this  objedl  will  be  purfued  with  the 
fame  good  faith,  and  with  the  fame 
Ipirit  of  conciliation  ,  which  have 
prefid sd  over  the  dilcuffion  of  all 
the  other  points  included  in  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaty  ;  and  his  faid  ma¬ 
jefty  is  equally  confident,  that  the 
refpedtive  commiffaries  will  employ 
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the  utmoft  diligence  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  important  work. 

Done  at  Verfailles  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feveli 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Lc  Compte  Aranda.  (L.  S.) 

WE,  ambaflador  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Imperial  and  royal  apoftolie 
majefty,  having  acted  as  mediator 
in  the  work  of  pacification,  declare 
that  the  treaty  of  peace  figned  this 
day  at  Verfailles,  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  and  his  Catholic  ma¬ 
jefty,  with  the  two  feparate  articles 
thereto  annexed,  and  of  which  they 
form  a  part,  as  alfo  with  all  the 
claufes,  conditions,  and  ftipulations 
which  are  therein  contained,  was 
concluded  by  the  mediation  of  his 
Imperial  and  royal  apoftolic  majefty. 
In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  figned 
thefe  prefents  with  our  hand,  and 
have  caufed  the  leal  of  our  arms  to 
be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  this  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Le  Comp  te  de  Mercy  Argent  can.  ( L .  S , ) 

WE,  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
her  Imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruf- 
iias,  having  a£ted  as  mediators  in 
the  work  of  pacification,  declare 
that  the  treaty  of  peace,  figned  this 
day  at  Verfailles,  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  and  his  Catholic  ma¬ 
jefty,  with  the  two  feparate  articles 
thereto  annexed,  and  of  which  they 
form  a  part,  as  alfo  with  all  the 
claufes,  conditions,  and  ftipulations 
which  are  therein  contained,  was 
concluded  by  the  mediation  of  her 
Imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias. 
In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  figned 
thefe  prefents  with  our  hands,  and 
have  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to 
be  affixed  thereto. 

>783. 
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Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of 
September,  one  thoufand  feveri 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Prince  Pecan  Bariatinjkoy .  (L.  St) 

A .  Marcojj* 


The  DEFINITIVE  TREATY  of 
PEACE  and  FRIENDSHIP, 
between  his  Britannic  Majefty  $  and 
the  United  States  of  America^  ftgned 
at  Paris  the  yd  day  of  September 9 

i783- 

In  the  name  of  the  rrioft  holy  and 
undivided  Trinity, 

IT  having  pleafed  the  divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  to  difpofe  the  hearts  of 
the  moil  ferene  and  moil  potent 
prince  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  France  and  Ireland,  defended 
of  the  faith,  duke  of  Brunfwick 
and  Lunenburg,  arch-treafurer  and 
prince  elector  of  the  holy  Roman, 
empire,  &c.  and  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  forget  all  paft. 
milunderftandings  and  differences 
that  have  unhappily  interrupted  the 
good  correfpondence  and  friendfhip 
which  they  mutually  wifh  to  re- 
ftore,  and  to  eftablilli  l'uch  a  bene¬ 
ficial  and  fat  is  fa  dory  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries  upon  the 
ground  of  reciprocal  advantages  and 
mutual  convenience  as  may  promote 
and  fecure  to  both  perpetual  peace 
and  harmony  ;  and  having  for  this 
defirable  end  already  laid  the  found¬ 
ation  of  peace  and  reconciliation  by 
the  provifional  articles  figned  at  Pa¬ 
ris  on  the  30th  of  November,  17829 
by  the  eomniiffioners  empowered  on 
each  part,  which  articles  were  a- 
greed  to  be  inferted  in  and  to  con- 
ftitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propofed 
to  be  concluded  between  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  faid  United 
States,  but  which  treaty  was  not  to 
be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace 
(H)  ’■  ffiould 
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fhould  be  agreed  upon  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  his 
Britannic  majefly  fhould  be  ready  to 
conclude  Inch  treaty  accordingly  ; 
and  the  treaty  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France  having  fince  been 
"concluded,  his  Britannic  majefly 
and  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  order  to  carry  into  full  efted  the 
provifional  articles  above  mention¬ 
ed,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof, 
have  conflituted  and  appointed,  that 
is  to  fay,  his  Britannic  majefly  on 
Iris  part,  David  Hartley,  efq.  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Bid* 
tain ;  and  the  laid  United  States  on 
their  part,  John  Adams,  eiq.  late  a 
commiffioner  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
late  delegate  in  congrefs  from  the 
date  of  Maflachufetcs,  and  chief 
juftice  of  the  laid  date,  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  the  faid  United 
States  to  their  high  mightineffes  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  Benjamin  Franklin,  efq.  late 
delegate  in  congrefs  from  the  date 
of  Bennfyl vania,  preddent  of  the 
convention  of  the  faid  date,  and 
minider  plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the 
court  of  Verfailles;  and  John  Jay, 
efq.  late  preddent  of  congrefs,  and 
ohief  juftice  of 'the  date  of  New 
York,  and  minider  plenipotentiary 
from  the  faid  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Madrid  to  be  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  for  the  concluding  and 
ligning  the  prefent  definitive  treaty  ; 
who  after  having  reciprocally  com¬ 
municated  their  refpeaive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed 
the  following  articles  : 

Art.  I.  His  Britannic  majedy  ac~ 
knowleges  the  faid  United  States, 
viz.  New  Hampshire,  Malfachufetts 
Bay,  Rhode  Bland  and  Providence 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
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and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fov-ereign 
and  independent  dates ;  that  he 
treats  with  them  as  fuclr,  and  for 
himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfora,  re- 
linquidies  all  claims  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  propriety  and  territorial  rights 
of  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof, 
II.  And  that  all  difputes  which 
might  arife  in  future  on  the  fubject 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  faid  United 
States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  and  declared,  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  and  fball  be  their  bound¬ 
aries,  viz.  From  the  north-wed  an¬ 
gle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz.  that  angle 
which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn 
due  north  from  the  fource  of  St. 
Croix  river  to  the  Highlands,  along 
the  faid  Highlands,  which  divide 
thole  rivers  that  empty  themfelves 
into  the  river  St.  Laurence,  from 
thole  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  to  the  north-wedernmod 
head  of  Connedlicut  river ;  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river 
to  fcbe  forty  fifth  degree  of  north  lay 
titude  ;  from  thence  by  a  line  due 
weft  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  llrikes 
the  river  Irroquois  or  Caatraquy ; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  ri¬ 
ver  into  Lake  Ontario  ;  through  the 
middle  of  laid  lake  until  it  drikes 
the  communication  by  water  be¬ 
tween  that  lake  and  Lake  Erie; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  the  faid 
communication  into  Lake  Erie, 
through  the  middle  of  laid  lake,  un¬ 
til  it  arrives  at  the  water  communi¬ 
cation  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Huron  ;  thence  through  the  middle 
of  faid  lake  to  the  water  communi¬ 
cation  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Superior  ;  thence  through  Lake  Su¬ 
perior  northward  of  the  Ides  Royal 
and  Philapeaux  to  the  Long  Lake ; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  faid 
Long  Lake  and  the  water  commu¬ 
nication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  to  the  faid  Lake  of  the 
Woods  ;  thence  through  the  faid 
kke  to  the  moil  nonh-weilernmoft 
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point  thereof,  and  from  thence  on 
a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  jVJilii- 
ilippi ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  faid  river 
Mhftffippi  until  it  fhall  interfedt  the 
norfhernmoft  part  of  the  thirty-firft 
degree  of  north  latitude.  South,  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the 
determination  of  the  line  laft  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty- 
one  deg  -  north  of  the  equator,  to 
the  middle  of  the  river  Apalaehiola 
or  Catahouche ;  thence  along  the 
middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with 
the  Flint  River  ;  thence  ftraight  to 
the  head  of  St.  Mary’s  River,  and 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St. 
Mary's  River  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Eaft,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix 
from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
to  its  fource,  and  from  its  fource  di¬ 
rectly  north  to  the  aforefaid  High¬ 
lands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from 
thofe  which  fall  into  the  river  St. 
Laurence,  comprehending  all  i (lands 
within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part 
of  the  fhores  of  the  United  States, 
and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn 
due  eaft  from  the  points  where  the 
aforefaid  boundaries  between  Nova 
Scoria  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft 
Florida  on  the  other,  fhall  reflec¬ 
tively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  excepting  fuch 
illands  as  now  are  or  heretofore  have 
been  within  the  limits  of  the  faid 
province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Art.  III.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolefted  the 
right  to  take  fiih  of  every  kind  on 
the  Great  Bank,  and  on  all  the  o- 
ther  Banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  alio 
in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  and 
at  all  other  places  in  the  fea  where 
the  inhabitants  of  both  countries 
uied  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fifh. 
And  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  (hull  have  liberty  to 
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take  fifh  of  every  kind  oil  fuch  part 
of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  as 
Britifh  fifhermen  fhall  ufe  (but  not 
to  dry  or  cure  the  fame  on  that 
iflaod-/,  and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays, 
and  creeks,  of  all  other  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty’s  dominions  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  that  the  American  filher- 
men  fhall  have  liberty  to  dry  and 
cure  fifti  in  any  of  the  un fettled 
bays,  harbours,  and  creeks  of  Nova 
Scotia,  Magdalen  Illands  and  La¬ 
brador,  fo  long  as  the  fame  fhall 
remain  unfettled  ;  but  fo  foon  as  the 
fame  or  either  of  them  fhall  be  fet¬ 
tled,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
faid  filhermen  to  dry  or  cure  fifti  at 
fuch  iettlement,  without  a  previous 
agreement  for  that  purpofe  with  the 
inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  poftef- 
fors  of  the  ground. 

Art.  IV.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
creditors  on  either  fide  fhall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 
recovery  of  the  full  value  in  fterling 
money  of  all  bona  fide  debts  here¬ 
tofore  contracted. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed  that  eon- 
grefs  fhall  earneftly  recommend  it 
to  the  legi flatures  of  the  refpedl'ive 
ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution 
of  all  eftates,  rights,  and  properties, 
which  have  been  confiscated,  be¬ 
longing  to  real  Britifh  fubje&s  ;  and 
alfo  of  the  eftates,  rights,  and  pro¬ 
perties,  of  perfons  refident  in  di- 
ftridls  in  the  pofteffion  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne 
arms  againft  the  faid  United  States  ; 
and  that  perfons  of  any  other  de- 
feription  fhall  have  free  liberty  to 
go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States,  and  therein 
to  remain  twelve  months  unmolefted 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the 
reftitution  of  fuch  of  their  eftates, 
rights,  and  properties,  as  may  have 
been  confifcated  ;  and  that  congrefs 
fhall  alfo  earneftly  recommend  to 
the  feveral  ftates  a  reconfideratiort 
and  revifton  of  all  $£(§.  or  laws',  re  ~ 
(H  2)  gardinj? 
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garditig  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render 
the  laid  laws  or  adts  perfectly  con¬ 
fident  not  only  with  juftice  and 
equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  ol  con¬ 
ciliation  which  on  the  return  of  the 
bleffings  of  peace  fhould  univerfally 
prevail  :  and  that  congrels  (It all  alfo 
earnelfly  recommend  to  the  feve- 
ral  flates,  that  the  effates,  rights, 
and  properties,  of  fuch  laff  men¬ 
tioned  'perfons  {hall  be  relfored  to 
them*  they  refunding  to  any  perfons 
who  may  be  now  in  pofleifion  the 
bona  fide  price  (where  any  has  been 
given),  which  fuch  perfons  may 
have  paid  on  purchafing  any  of  the 
laid  lands,  rights,  or  properties, 
fince  the  confifcation. 

And  it  is  agreed  that  all  perfons 
who  have  any  intereft  in  confifcated 
lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  fet- 
tlements,  or  otherwife,  fhall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the 
profecutioh  of  their  juft  rights. 

Art.  VI.  That  there  (hail  be  no 
future  confifcation s  made,  nor  any 
profecutions  commenced  againft  any 
perfon  or  perfons  for  or  by  reafon 
of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may 
have  taken  in  the  prelent  war  ;  and 
that  no  perfon  {hall  on  that  account 
f Lifter  any  future  lofs  or  damage  ei¬ 
ther  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  pro¬ 
perty,  and  that  thole  who  may  be 
in  confinement  on  fuch  charges  at 
the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  in  America,  fliafi  be  immedi¬ 
ately  let  at  liberty,  and  the  profe¬ 
cutions  fo  commenced  be  difcon- 
ti  nued. 

Art.  VII.  There  {hall  be  a  firm 
and  perpetual  peace  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  and  the  faid  United 
States,  and  between  the  fubjedfs  of 
the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  o- 
ther  ;  wherefore  all  hoftilities  both 
by  fea  and  land  fliall  from  hence¬ 
forth  ceafe  ;  all  prifoners  on  both 
fides  Hiall  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his 
Britannic  majefty  fhall,  with  all  con¬ 


venient  fpeed,  and  without  caufing 
any  deftrudtion,  or  carrying  away 
any  Negroes  or  other  property  of 
the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw 
all  his  armies,  garrifons,  and  fleets, , 
from  the  faid  United  States,  and 
from  every  poll,  place  and  harbour, , 
wfithin  the  fame  ;  leaving  in  all  for¬ 
tifications  the  American  artillery  that 
may  be  therein  ;  and  {hall  alfo  order 
and  caufe  all  archives,  records, 
deeds,  and  papers  belonging  to  any 
of  the  faid  ftates,  or  their  citizens,  s 
which  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  may 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  of¬ 
ficers,  to  be  forthwith  reftored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  ftates  and  i 
perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  VIII.  The  navigation  of  the' 
river  Miffilfipi,  from  its  fource  to  > 
the  ocean,  final  1  for  ever  remain  free  r 
and  open  to  the  fubjedts  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  U- 
nited  States. 

Art.  IX.  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo  hap¬ 
pen  that  any  place  or  territory  be¬ 
longing  to  Great  Britain  or  to  th«  t 
United  States  fhould  have  been  con¬ 
quered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  i 
the  other,  before  the  arrival  of  the  * 
faid  Provifional  Articles  in  America, , 
it  is  ageeed  that  the  fame  fhall 
be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and' 
without  requiring  any  compenfa- 
tion. 

Art.  X.  The  folemn  ratifications 
of  the  prelent  treaty,  expedited  in1 
good  and  due  form,  fliall  be  ex¬ 
changed  between  the  contradbng 
parties  in  the  {pace  ol  fix  months, 
or  fooner,  if  poffible,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  of  the  fignaturc 
of  the  prefent  treaty.  In  witnels 
whereof  we  the  under- figned,  their 
minifters  plenipotentiary,  have  in 
their  name,  and  in  virtue  ol  our 
full  powers,  figned  with  our  hands 
the  prefent  Definitive  Treaty,  and 
caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be 
affixed  thereto. 

Done 
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Bone  at  Paris,  this  third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Imrd  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty -three. 


David  Hartley .  (L.  S.) 

“John  Ad  ami.  (L.  S..) 

B .  Franklin ,  (L»  S.) 

John  Jay.  (L.  S.) 


Ceremonial  of  the  Proclamation  of 
Peace ,  0 Holer  6,  1783. 

A  Party  of  horfe  guards  were 
drawn  up  about  the  gate  of  St. 
James’s  Palace,  whore  the  beadles 
and  officers  of  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
jter,  attended. 

The  officers  of  arms  ;  ferjeants  at 
arms,  with  their  maces  and  collars ; 
the  ferjeant  trumpeter,  with  his 
mace  and  collar;  the  trumpets; 
drum-major  and  drums ;  and  the 
knight  mar  dial  and  his  men,  a  fie  ru¬ 
bied  in  the  Stable  Yard,  St.  James’s; 
and  the  officers  of  arms,  being  ha¬ 
bited  in  their  refpective  tabards,  and 
mounted,  a  proceffion  was  made 
from  thence  to  the  Palace  Gate  in 
this  order  : 

Knight  Marfhal’s  Men,  two  and  two. 
Knight  Mar  dial. 

Drums. 

Drum-Major. 

Trumpets. 

Serjeant  Trumpeter. 
Purfuivants. 

Serj.atC  Heralds.  1  Serj.  at 
Arms.  I  Kings  of  Arms.  {  Arms. 

Being  come  before  the  gate,  the 
fenior  officer  of  arms  prefent  (at¬ 
tended  on  his  left  hand  by  the  next 
in  rank)  read  the  proclamation  a- 
loud  ;  which  done,  the  officers  of 
Weftminfter  joined  the  proceffion, 
which  moved  on  to  Charing- Crofs 
in  the  following  order  : 

O  «• 

Horfe  grenadiers  to  clear  the  way, 


Beadles  of  Weftminder,  two  and 
two,  bare-headed,  with  Haves. 
Conftables  of  Weftminder,  in  like 
manner. 

High  Conftable,  with  his  ftaff,  on 
horfeback. 

Officers  of  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weft- 
minder,  with  white  wands,  on. 
horfeback. 

Clerk  of  the  High  Bailiff. 

High  Bailiff  and  Deputy  Steward. 

Horfe  Guards. 

Knight  Mar  dial’s  men,  two  and  two, 
Knight  Marfhai. 

Drums. 

Drum-Major. 

Trumpets. 

Serjeant  Trumpeter. 
Purfuivants. 

Serj.atC  Heralds.  >  Serj.  at 
Arms.  \  King’s  of  Arms.  {  Arms. 

\  Horfe  Guards, 

At  Charing-Crofs,  the  officer  of 
arms  next  in  rank  to  him  who  read 
at  St.  James’s,  read  the  proclama¬ 
tion,  looking  towards  Whitehall; 
that  done,  the  proceffion  moved  on 
towards  Temple  Bar,  the  gates  of 
which  were  ffiut,  and  the  junior  of¬ 
ficer  of  arms,  coming  out  of  the 
rank  between  two  trumpeters,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  two  horfe  grenadiers  to 
clear  the  way,  rode  up  to  the  gate, 
and  after  the  trumpets  had  founded 
thrice,  he  knocked  with  a  cane. 
Being  affied  by  the  city  marfhai  from 
within,  u  Who  comes  there  ?”  he 
replied,  The  officers  of  arms,  who 
demand  entrance  into  the  city  to 
publifh  his  majefty’s  proclamation  of 
peace.”  The  gates  being  opened, 
he  was  admitted  alone,  and  the  gates 
flint  again.  The  city  marfhai*  pre¬ 
ceded  by  his  officers,  conducted  him 
to  the  lord  mayor,  to  whom  he 
lhewed  his  majefty’s  warrant,  which 
his  lordfhip  having  read,  returned, 
and  gave  directions  to  the  city  mar¬ 
fhai  to  open  the  gates,  who  attended 
him  back  thereto,  and  on  the  officer 
(H  3)  of 
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of  arms  leaving  him,  faid,  u  S*ir, 
the  gates  are  opened.”  The  trum¬ 
pets  and  grenadiers  bemg  in  wait¬ 
ing,  conducted  him  to  his  place  in 
the  proceffion,  which  then  moved  on 
into  the  city,  (the  officers  of  Well* 
m-infter  filing  off  and  retiring  as  they 
came  to  Temple  Bar)  and,  at  Chan¬ 
cery-lane  end,  the  proclamation  was 
read  a  third  time.  Then  the  city 
officers  joining  the  proceffion  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  officers  of  arms,  it 
moved  on  to  the  end  of  Wood* 
ftreet,  where  the  crofs  formerly 
flood  in  Cheapfide*  After  the  pro¬ 
clamation  had  been  read  here,  the 
proceffion  moved  on  to  the  Royal 
Exchange,  where  it  was  lead  for 
the  lad  time,  and  the  proceffion  re¬ 
turned  by  the  way  of  Gracechurch- 
ftreet,  through  Lombard-ffreet. 

*  The  trumpets  founded  thrice, 
previous  to,  and  immediately  after, 
each  reading. 


Ills  Majcfty [s  Speech  at  the  Cloflng  the 
Sejjim,  July  16,  1783. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

H  E  advanced  feafon  of  the 
year  requires  fome  remiffion 
from  your  long  and  laborious  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  public  fervice.  The  exi¬ 
gencies  of  that  fervice  may  oblige 
me  fo  call  you  together  again  at  an 
early  period  ;  and  I  perfuarie  my- 
felf,  from  my  uniform  experience 
of  your  affedlion  to  me,  and  your 
zeal  for  the  public  good,  that  you 
will  cheerfully  fubrnit  to  a  tempo¬ 
rary  inconvenience,  for  the  perman¬ 
ent  advantage  of  your  country. 

T  he  conhderation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Eafl  Indies  will  require  to  be 
refumed  as  early  as  poffible  ;  and  to 
be  purfued  with  a  ferious  and  un¬ 
remitting  .attention. 

o  i 

I  expected  to  have  had  the  fatis- 
fadficn  of  acquainting  you,  before 
;he  end  pf  the  feffion,  that  the  terms 
gf  pacification  y/ere  definitively  let- 


tied  ;  but  the  complicated  ffate  of 
the  bufinefs  in  difeuffion  has  un¬ 
avoidably  protracted  the  negotiation. 

I  have,  however,  every  realon  to. 
believe,  from  the  difpofitions  ffiewn 
by  the  feveral  powers  concerned, 
that  they  are  perfectly  well  inclined 
to  fuch  a  conclufion  as  may  iecure 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  fo  much  and 
fo  equally  to  be  deli  red  by  all  parties. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  thank  you  for  the  fupplies  you 
have  fo  liberally  granted  for  the 
public  fervice ;  for  facilitating  my 
arrangements  towards  a  leparate  efta- 
bliffiment  for  the  prince  of  Wales  ; 
and  for  enabling  me,  without  any 
new  burthen  on  my  people,  to  diff- 
charge  the  debt  which  remained  on 
my  civil  lift. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  earneffly  recommend  to  you  an 
attention  towards  promoting  among 
my  people,  in  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties,  that  fpirit  of  order,  regula¬ 
rity,  and  induftrv,  which  is  the 
true  fource  of  revenue  and  power 
in  this  nation ;  and  without  which 
a.11  regulations  for  the  improvement 
of  the  one,  or  the  increafe  of  the 
other,  will  have  no  effedl. 

Then  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
by  his  majeffy’s  command,  (aid: 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majeffy’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be. 
prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  ninth  day 
of  September  next,  to  be  then  here, 
holden:  and  this  parliament  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  prorogued  tp  Tuefday  the. 
9th  day  of  September  next. 


His  Maje fly's  Speech ,  Nov.  11,  17830 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
Have  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform, 
you,  that  definitive  treaties  of 
peace  have  been  concluded  with  the, 

court 
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courts  of  France  and  Spain,  and  which  the  material  interefts  of  this 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  nation  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 
Preliminary  articles  have  been  alfo  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

ratified  with  the  States  General  of  Commons, 

the  United  Provinces.  I  have  or-  I  have  ordered  the  efiimates  of 
dered  thefe  feveral  treaties  to  be  laid  the  expences  for  the  year  to  be  laid 


before  you  ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
add,  that  I  have  no  caufe  to  doubt 
but  that  all  thofe  powers  agree  wkh 
me  in  my  iincere  inclination  to  keep 
the  calamities  of  war  at  a  great  di- 
itance. 

The  objects  which  are  to  be 
brought  under  your  deliberation, 
will  fufficientiy  explain  my  reafons 
for  calling  you  together  after  fo 
fhort  a  reegfs*  Enquiries  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  have  been  long  and 
diligently  purfued,  and  the  fruit  of 
them  will  be  expected .  The  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Eafi:  India  Company 
will  require  the  utmoif  exertions  of 
your  wifdom  to  maintain  and  im¬ 
prove  the  valuable  advantages  de¬ 
rived  from  our  Indian  pofTeifions, 
and  to  promote  and  fecure  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  native  inhabitants  of 
thofe  provinces. 

The  feafon  of  peace  will  call  up¬ 
on  you  lor  an  attention  to  every 
thing  which  can  recruit  thefirength 
of  the  nation,  after  fo  long  and  fo 
expenfive  a  war. 

The  fecurity  and  increafe  of  the 
revenue  in  the  manner  leait  burthen- 
fome  to  my  fubje&'s,  will  be  amongft 
your  firfi:  objects.  In  many  effen- 
tial  parts  it  has  fufiered  :  dangerous 
frauds  have  prevailed,  and  alarming 
outrages  have  been  committed. 
Exertions  have  not  been  wanting  to 
reprefs  this  daring  fpirit,  nor  pains 
to  enquire  into  its  true  caufes.  In 
any  inftances  in  which  the  powers 
of  government  may  not  be  equal  to 
its  utmoft  care  and  vigilance,  i  have 
no  doubt  that  the  wifdom  of  my 
parliament  will  provide  fucli  reme¬ 
dies  as  may  be  found  wanting  for 
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before  you.  From  thofe  you  will 
perceive  the  reduction  which  l  have 
made  in  alltheefiablifhments,  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  brought  as  low 
as  prudence  will  admit ;  and  you 
wfill  participate  with  me  in  the  fatis- 
fadtion  which  I  feel  in  this  flep  to¬ 
wards  the  relief  of  my  fubjedts.  At 
the  end  of  a  war  fome  part  of  its 
weight  muft  inevitably  be  borne  for 
a  time.  I  feel  for  the  burthens  of 
rny  people  :  but  I  rely  on  that  forti¬ 
tude  which  has  hitherto  fupported 
this  nation  under  many  difficulties, 
for  their  bearing  thofe,  which  the 
prefent  exigencies  require,  and 
which  are  fo  necefiary  for  the  full 
fupport  of  the  national  credit. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

In  many  refpedts  our  fituation  is 
n^w.  Your  counfels  will  provide 
what  is  called  for  by  that  fituation  ; 
and  your  wifdom  will  give  perman¬ 
ence  to  whatever  has  been  found 
beneficial  by  the  experience  of  ages. 
In  your  deliberations  you  will  pre- 
ferve  that  temper  and  moderation 
which  the  importance  of  their  ob- 
je&s  demands,  and  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  produce  ;  and  I  am  furetbat 
you  are  unanimous  in  your  defire  tQ 
direct  all  thofe  deliberations  to  the 
honour  of  my  crown,  the  fafety  of 
my  dominions,  and  the  profperity 
of  my  people. 

Ceremonial  of  the  Introdu£lio?i  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  George  Auguftus 
Frederick  Prince  o  f  Vlrales%  into  the 
Idoufe  of  Peers ,  at  the  Meeting  of 
Parliame?it  on  Tuefday  November 
ii,  1783. 

I S  royal  highnefs  having 
been,  by  letters  patent  dated 
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^he  19th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  fe- 
cond '  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign, 
created  prince  of  Wales  and  earl  cf 
C'hefter,  was  in  his  robes,  which 
with  the  collar  and  order  of  the  Gar¬ 
ter  he  had  put  on  in  the  earl  mar- 
fhal’s  room,  introduced  into  the 
houfe  of  peers  in  the  following  or¬ 
der. 

Gentleman  Ulher  of  the  Black  Rod, 
with  his  Staff  of  Office 
Earl  of  Surrey. 

Deputy  Earl  Marflial  of  England. 
Earl  of  Carlille. 


Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Garter  Principal  King  of  Arms,  in 
his  Rohe,  with  the  Sceptre,  bear¬ 
ing  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Patent. 

Sir  Peter  Burrell, 

Deputy  Great  Chamberlain  of 
England. 

Vifcount  Stormont, 

Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
The  CORONET 
On  a  crimfon  velvet  cufiiion,  borne 
by  Vifcount  Lewirtiam,  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  his  Royal  High- 
Tiefs’s  Bed  Chamber. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  PRINCE 
of  ‘WALES, 

Carrying  his  Writ  of  Summons, 
fupported  by  his- uncle  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  and  the  Dukes  of 
Richmond  and  Portland. 

And  proceeding  up  the  houfe  with 
the  ufual  reverences,  the  writ  and 
patent  were  delivered  to  the  earl  of 
Mansfield,  fpeaker,  on  the  wool- 
fack,  and  read  by  the  clerk  of  the 
parliament  at  the  table,  his  royal 
highnefs  and  the  rert  of  the  pro- 
ceffion  Handing  near:  after  which 
his  royal  highnefs  was  conduced 
to  his  chair  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  throne,  the  coronet  and  cufhion 
having  been  laid  on  a  fiool  before 
the  chair,  and  his  royal  highnefs 
being  covered  as  ufual,  tfie  cere¬ 
mony  ended. 

Some  time  after  his  majerty  en¬ 


tered  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  was 
feared  on  the  throne  with  the  ufual 
folemnities,  and  having  delivered 
his  moft  gracious  fpeech,  retired  out 
of  the  houfe. 

Then  his  royal  highnefs  at  the 
table  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy,  and  made  and  fub- 
feribed  the  declaration  ;  and  alib 
took  and  fubferibed  the  oath  of  ab¬ 
juration. 


Investiture  of  the  Knights  of 
St.  Patrick. 

•  Dublin  Cajlle ,  March  1 1,  I  7^3* * 

THIS  day  having  been  appoint¬ 
ed  by  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant  for  the  inveftiture  ol  the 
knights  ol  the  moil  iilufirious  ordei- 
of  St.  Patrick,  the  noblemen  named 
in  his  majefty’s  letter  to  be  knights 
companions  of  the  order  were  fum-s 
moned  to  attend,  in  order  to  be  in¬ 
verted  with  the  enfigns  of  that  dig* 
nity  previous  to  their  inftallation ; 
and  being  aflembled  in  the  prefence 
chamber,  a  proceffioti  was  made  from 
thence  to  the  great  ball-room,  viz, 
Purfuivants,  and 
Officers  attending1  the  State. 
Peers  named  in  the  King’s  Letter,  viz. 
Earls 

Beftive,  and  Charlemont, 
Courtown,  and  Mornington, 
Clanbraffil,  and  Shannon, 
Tyrone,  and  Drogheda, 
Xnchiquin,  and  Weftmeath. 
Earl  of  Clanricarde,  and  the  Duke 
of  Leinrter. 

Officers  of  his  Excellency’s  Houfe-*' 
hold,  viz. 

Pages. 
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Gentlemen  at  large. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Chamber. 
Marter  of  the  Ceremonies. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Horle. 
Comptroller  and  Steward  of  the 
Houfehold, 
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Officers  of  the  Order,  viz. 

Purfuivants. 

Heralds. 

Regifler,  and  Uflier. 

Secretary,  and  Genealogift. 

Chancellor, 

Ulfler  King  of  Anns, 
Bearing  his  Majefty’s  Commiffion, 

and  the  Badge  and  Ribband  of 
the  Grand  Mailer  upon  a 
blue  velvet  cufhion. 

Lord  Vifcount  Carhampton, 

■  Bearing  the  Sword  of  State, 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant, 

With  tenAids  de  Camp  on  each  fide. 

Gold  Stick, 

Battle-axe  Guards. 

On  their  arrival  in  the  great  ball¬ 
room  the  different  perfons  who  com- 
pofed  the  proceffion  proceeded  to  the 
places  affigned  them  ;  and  his  ex¬ 
cellency  being  covered  and  feated  in 
the  chair  of  Hate,  Ulfler  kina  of  arms 
prefemed  to  him  his  majefty’s  letter, 
which  his  excellency  delivered  to 
the  right  bon.  John  Hely  Hutchin- 
fon,  Secretary  of  State,  who  read 
the  fame  aloud,  during  wrhich  time 
his  excellency  and  the  affembly  re¬ 
mained  Handing  and  uncovered.  His 
excellency  being  again  feated,  Ul¬ 
fler  prefented  to  him  the  blue  rib¬ 
band  and  badge  of  grand  mailer, 
y/ith  which  his  excellency  invefled 
himfelf. 

H  is  excellency  then  fignified  his 
majefty’s  pleafure,  that  the  great 
ball-room  ffiould  be  Hyled  the  Hall 
of  St.  Patrick,  which  was  done  by 
proclamation  made  by  Ulfler, king  of 
arms,  at  the  found  of  trumpets,  and 
with  the  ufual  formalities,  after 
which 

His  excellency  dire£led  UlHer  king 

J  o 

of  arms  and  uflier  of  the  black  rod 
to  introduce  his  grace  the  lord  arch- 
bifliop  of  Dublin,  to  whom  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Hate  adminiHered  the 
oath,  as  chancellor  of  the  prder,  and 
Q 
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his  grace,  kneeling,  was  inveHed  by 
the  grand  mailer  with  the  proper 
badge,  and  received  from  his  excel¬ 
lency’s  hands  the  purfe  containing 
the  ieals. 

The  dean  of  St.  Patrick’s  was 
then  introduced,  to  whom  the  oath 
of  regiilc-r  of  the  order  was  admini- 
ilered  by  the  chancellor,  and  he  was 
inveHed  in  the  like  manner  by  his 
excellency,  who  delivered  to  him 
the  Hatutes  and  the  regifler  of  the; 
order.  Lord  Delviil  was  next  in¬ 
troduced,  and  having  taken  the  oath, 
was  inveHed  as  fecretary ;  and  in 
like  manner  Charles  Henry  Coote, 
efq.  as  genealogift — —-John  Free- 
mantle,  efq.  as  uflier- — -and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hawkins,  elq.  as  king  of  arms 
of  the  faid  order,  the  oaths  being 
firft  adminiHered  to  them  by  the 
chancellor,  were  feverally  invefled 
by  the  grand  mailer. 

His  excellency  then  fignified  his 
majefly’s  pleafure,  that  in  coniider- 
ation  of  the  tender  age  of  prince 
Edward,  his  royal  highnefs  fhould 
be  in  veiled  in  England,  and  that  his 
majefty’s  difpenfation  for  that  pur- 
poie  fhould  be  entered  upon  the  re¬ 
gifler  of  the  order:  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  majefty’s  direction, 
the  lord  baron  Mufkerry  was  knight¬ 
ed,  and  declared  proxy  to  his  royal 
highnefs  prince  Edward. 

#  His  excellency  then  direfled  that 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Leinfter  fhould 
be  called  in ;  and  as  by  the  ftatutes 
of  the  order  none  but  a  knight  can 
be  ele&ed  or  inveHed,  his  grace, 
being  introduced  by  the  uflier  and 
king  of  arms,  was  knighted  by  his 
excellency  with  the  fword  of  Hate, 
and  immediately  delivered  to  the 
genealogift  the  proofs  of  blood  re¬ 
quired  by  the  ftatutes,  whereupon 
the  oaths  were  adminiHered  by  the 
chancellor,  and  his  grace  kneeling 
was  inveHed  by  the  grand  mafler 
with  the  ribband  and  ‘  badge.  His 
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grace  then  joined  the  proceflion  to 
introduce  the  earl  of  Clanricarde, 
who  being  fytorn  was  inverted  in 
like  manner,  and  both  knights  j/o- 
ed  the  proceflion  to  bring  in  the  earl 
of  Weftmeath  ;  after  which  the  two 
junior  knights  performed  this  duty, 
and  the  fenior  knight  took  his  feat 
as  companion  of  the  order.  The 
earls  of  Inchiquin,  Drogheda,  Ty¬ 
rone,  Shannon,  Clanbrartil,  Mor- 
nington,  Courtown,  Charlemonf, 
and  Bedtive,  being  feverally  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  two  junior  knights, 
were  each  of  them  fworn  by  the 
chancellor,  and  inverted  by  the  grand 
mafter,  and  took  their  feats  as  knights 
companions. 

The  ceremony  of  inveftifure  be¬ 
ing  ended  his  majefty’s  p jeafure  was 
declared  and  regirtered  for  appoint¬ 
ing  his  grace  the  lord  archbifhop  of 
Armagh,  primate  and  metropolitan 
of  Ireland,  to  bft  prelate  of  the  faid 
moil  illurtrious  order. 

A  proceflion  was  then  made  from 
St.  Patrick’s  Hall  to  the  prefence- 
chamber,  where  the  lord  lieutenant 
received  the  compliments  of  the 
knights  of  the  order,  and  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  aflembly  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  who  tertified  their  fatisfac- 
tion  in  this  difHnguifhed  mark  of  the 
poyal  favour  to  this  kingdom.—- 
St.  Patrick’s-hall  was  elegantly  fitt¬ 
ed  up  for  the  occaflon,  and  the  gal¬ 
leries  belonging  to  it  Were  crowded 
with  ladies  of  the  fir  ft  rank  and 
fafhion ;  and  the  whole  ceremony 
was  conducted  with  the  utmoft  pro¬ 
priety,  and  with  the  moil  fplendid 
magnificence. 

Installation  of  the  Knights. 

March  17.  Being'  the  feftival  of 
St.  Patrick,  tutelar  fahit  of  Ireland, 
and  the  day  appointed  for  the 
inftallation  of  the  newly  created 
Knights  of  the  Shamrock,  at  fix 
in  the  morning  the  volunteer  corps 
p£  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin 
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paraded  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  and 
balloted  for  the  guards  which  were 
to  be  ftationed  in  the  cathedral : 
after  which  they  proceeded  to  Daw- 
fon-ftreet,  to  receive  inftrudtions 
from  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor, 
appointed  commanding  officer  of  the 
day,  and  from  thence  marched  to 
the  cathedral,  the  avenue  to  which, 
from  the  middle  of  Bride-llreet,  was 
ftrongly  lined,  and  were  there  join¬ 
ed  by  the  troops  in  garrifon,  who 
alio  lined  the  remaining  ftreets  to 
the  Caftle.  Guards  of  horfe  and 
foot  were  ftationed  at  the  different 
avenues  leading  into  the  ftreets 
through  which  the  proceflion  mov¬ 
ed,  which  prevented  carriages  pair¬ 
ing,  and  the  populace  from  being 
too  preflmg,  and  by  which  judicious 
arrangement  the  proceffion  met  with 
not  the  leall  ohftruction.  The  ca¬ 
valcade  left  the  Caftle  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock,  in  the  following 
order :  a  large  detachment  of  dra¬ 
goons,  ft&te  trumpets,  battle-axe 
guards,  fwbrd  of  ftate,  fovereign’s 
efquires,  archbifhop  of  Dublin  pre¬ 
late  of  the  order,  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  as  grand  mafter,  lord  Muf- 
kerry  as  proxy  for  his  royal  high- 
nefs  prince  Edward,  the  duke  of 
Leinfter,  the  earls  of  Clanrickarde, 
Weftmeath,  Inchiquin,  Shannon, 
Clanbraffil,  Mornington,  Arran, 
Courtown,  Charlemont,  and  Bec- 
tive.  The  earl  of  Ely,  the  remain¬ 
ing  knight,  being  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  his  inveftiture  and  inftallation 
could  not  take  place.  Each  knight 
had  three  efquires,  who  attended 
him  in  his  carriage.  In  going  to 
the  church  the  knights  were  in  their 
furcoat  only,  with  their  caps  in  their 
hands  ;  but  in  their  proceflion  back, 
after  they  were  inftalled,  they  were 
drefted  in  the  full  mantle,  habit, 
and  collar  of  the  order  — The  dreffes, 
of  the  whole  were  very  rich  and 
magnificent,  T^e  proceffion  re- 
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turned  to  the  Caftle  a  little  after  two 
o’clock,  and  the  knights  appeared 
at  the  windows  to  gratify  the  fpec- 
jtators. 

The  inftallation  of  the  knights 
\vas  conducted  with  the  greeted  pro¬ 
priety  and  regularity — not  a  tingle 
miftake  occurred  trom  the  time  of 
their  arrival  at  the  Choir  till  they 
returned  to  the  Chapter-houfe. 
The  effect  of  the  ceremony  viewed 
from  the  galleries  was  amazingly 
fplendid.  As  the  procellion  reach¬ 
ed  the  choir  they  were  arranged  in 
their  proper  places  by  Ulfter,  and 
fhe  .heralds  of  arms ;  the  prebends 
feats  were  prepared  under  the  gal¬ 
leries,  to  which  th zy  filed  off  as  they 
came  up.— -The  efquires  of  the 
knights  entered  three  a-breaft,  with 
their  white  fattin  furcoats  lined  with 
iky  blue, —their  white  fattin  bon¬ 
nets  in  their  hands.  After  making 
an  obeifance  to  the  altar,  they  were 
told  off  into  their  proper  places  im¬ 
mediately  under  their  refpeCtive 
knights,  where  they  continued 
handing  while  the  knights  advanced 
two  a-breaft  clad  in  their  furcoat 
only  with  the  cap  of  the  order  in 
their  hand,  the  junior  knight  firft. 
After  being  placed  in  the  {balls  for¬ 
merly  allotted  to  the  prebends  of  St. 
Patrick,  the  whole  continued  hand¬ 
ing  till  the  fovereign  of  the  order 
entered  in  full  drefs,  girded  with 
the  fword,  collar,  and  mantle,  wear¬ 
ing  his  cap  and  plumes.  He  was 
conducted  by  the  officers  of  the  or¬ 
der  to  the  hall  formerly  occupied  by 
the  dean,  and  after  being  fainted  by 
all  the  knights  and  efquires,  took  his 
feat,  covered,  when  the  coronation 
anthem  immediately  commenced. 
After  it  was  finiffied,  the  officers  of 
fhe  order,  with  the  heralds  and  pur- 
luivants,  advanced  to  the  fovereign’s 
hall,  making  three  profound  obei- 
lances,  where  they  received  the  ban¬ 
ker,  which  was  carried  by  Ulfter 
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to  the  altar,  and  there  received  by 
the  dean.  The  prince’s  banner  was 
depoffied  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
premier  knight,  his  grace  of  Lein- 
fter,  was  then  invefted  with  the  in- 
ftgnia  of  the  order,  by  the  proper 
officers,  and  took  his  feat  covered* 
when  the  next  knight,  lord  Clan- 
ricarde,  was  called  upon  ;  his  grace 
defeended  in  full  habit  of  the  order 
to  receive  him,  and  was  conduced 
to  the  fovereig'n’S  ft  all  between  the 
inftalled  knight  and  Ulfter  ;  after 
the  obeifances  were  made,  the  pre¬ 
mier  knight  allifted  in  putting  on 
the  fword,  the  collar,  and  mantle 
of  the  order,  and  delivered  him  the 
cap,  when  he  returned  to  his  ftall, 
and  was  fainted  by  the  fovereign 
and  the  other  knights.  After  the 
fame  ceremony  of  inftallation  had 
been  gone  through  with  each  knight, 
and  all  feated  in  full  habit  of  the 
order,  Te  Deum  was  celebrated  by 
the  band,  when  the  procellion  left 
the  choir  in  the  fame  manner  they 
entered,  only  the  knights  wore  their 
fwords,  mantles,  collars,  and  caps, 
A  guard  of  300  volunteers  mounted 
in  the  cathedral,  and  were  drawn  up 
on  each  fide  of  the  fouth  and  center 
aifles,  in  lines  three  deep,  through 
which  the  procellion  moved,  and 
were  received  by  the  whole  with 
preferred  arms. 

Three,  troops  of  volunteer  horfe. 
were  drawn  up  in  Patrick’s  Clofe. 
during  the  inftallation. 

Gardiner’s  horfe  difmounted,  did 
duty  in  the  choir,  and  were  placed 
as  guards  at  the  altar  and  entrance. 

'The  Ceremonial  0/  the  Instal¬ 
lation. 

On  the  proper  precaution  having 
been  taken  to  guide  the  line  of  car¬ 
riages  and  of  fpedtators,  and  the. 
ft reets  being  lined  with  the  regi¬ 
ments  on  Dublin  duty,  his  excel¬ 
lency,  preceded  by  his  own  car- 
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riages,  containing  his  houfehold, 
the  efquires  ot  the  fovereign,  and. 
the  peer  who  bears  the  fvvord  of 
Hate,  and  attended  by  a  fquadron  of 
cavalry,  fet  forward  from  the  cable, 
and  followed  by  the  knights  com¬ 
panion*,  each  in  a  coach  attended 
by  their  elquires  ;  and  no  other  car¬ 
riage,  fave  thole  of  the  knights, 
were  allowed  to  move  in  this  pro¬ 
ceffion. 

At  the  door  of  the  cathedral  of 
St,  Patrick  his  excellency  was  met 
by  the  officers  of  the  church  and  of 
the  order,  who  attended  him  to  the 
1'obeing-room.  His  excellency  a- 
lone  being  in  the  full  mantle,  ha¬ 
bit,  and  collar  of  the  order,  the 
other  knights  in  the  furcoat  only, 
and  with  their  caps  and  feathers  in 
their  hands  ;  their  mantles,  collars 
and  fvvords  having  been  previoufly 
lent  to  the  chapter- room. 

As  loon  as  his' excellency  notified 
his  pleafure,  the  proceffion  was  made 
to  the  choir  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner,  viz. 

Singing  men. 

Prebends. 

Mellengers. 

Kettle  drums. 

Trumpets. 

Purfuivants. 

Pages. 

Gentlemen  at  Large. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Bed  Chamber. 
Gentlemen  of  Horfe,  Chamberlain 
and  Gentleman  Ufner. 
Steward  and  Comptroller.  \ 
Efquires. 

Heralds. 

Knights. 

Ulber,  Regifter,  and  Ufher. 
Genealogiil,  Chancellor,  Secretary. 
Prelate. 

Sword  of  State,  carried  by  Senior 
Peer. 
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Peers  Sons. 

Train  Bearer. 

Colonel  of  Battle  Axes, 

Battle  Axe  Guards. 

Upon  entering  the  choir  the  trum¬ 
pets,  purfuivants,  and  other  officers 
attending  the  proceffion,  proceeded 
to  their  proper  places,  as  well  as 
his  excellency’s  fuite.  The  efquires, 
three  a-breab,  made  their  reverence 
to  the  altar  when  they  came  oppo- 
fite  to  the  lfall  of  their  knight,  and 
then  wheeled  off  to  their  refpedhve 
places  ;  the  knights  entered  two  and 
two,  and  after  the  fame  reverences 
proceeded  to  their  balls,  where 
they  remained  banding  till  his  ex* 
cellency  was  feated,  when  they 
bowed  all  together,  and  feated  them- 
felves.  The  choir  then  performed 
the  coronation  anthem  ;  after  which 
the  ufher,  king  of  arms,  heralds, 
and  purfuivants,  attended  with  the 
three  efquires  of  the  fenior  knight, 
went  out  with  the  ufual  reverences 
for  the  inhgnia  of  the  order,  with 
which  they  returned  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner,  viz. 

The  principal  Efquire  bearing  the 
banner  furled. 

The  two  other  Efquires  bearing  the 
mantle  and  the  fword. 

Ulber  carrying  the  great  collar  of 
the  Order  upon  a  blue  velvet 
cufhion. 

When  they  had  proceeded  to  the 
center  of  the  choir,  they  remained 
there  while  the  four  great  officers  of 
the  order  proceeded  to  the  ball  of 
the  faid  fenior  knight,  after  the 
ufual  reverences  to  the  fovereign’s 
ball :  the  knight  then  defcended  in- 
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to  the  middle  of  the  choir,  where 
he  was  invebed  with  the  fword,  the 
mantle,  and  the  collar,  by  the  chan* 
cellor  and  regiber,  after  reading  the 
admonitions  prelcribed,  viz. 

Upon  putting  on  the  fword, 
u  Take  this  fvvord  to  the  increafe  of 
your  honour ,  and  in  token  and  %n 
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©f  the  moft  illuftrious  order,  which 
you  have  received,  wherewith  you 
being  defended  may  be  bold  ftrong- 
ly  to  fight  in  the  defence  of  thofe 
rights  and  ordinances  to  which  you 
be  engaged,  and  to  the  juft:  and  ne- 
eeftary  defence  of  thofe  who  be  op- 
p  reified  and  needy.” 

Upon  putting  on  the  mantle, 
“  Receive  this  robe  and  livery  of 
this  moft  illuftrious  order,  in  aug¬ 
mentation  of  thine  honour,  and  wear 
it  with  the  firm  and  ileady  refolu- 
tion,  that  by  your  character,  con¬ 
duct,  and  demeanour,  you  may  ap¬ 
prove  yourfelf  a  true  fervant  oi  the 
Almighty  God  ;  and  a  worthy  bro¬ 
ther  and  knight  companion  of  this 
moft  illuftrious  order.” 

Upon  putting  on  the  collar, 
44  Sir,  the  loving  company  of  the 
order  of  St,  Patrick  hath  received 
you  tlieir  brother,  lover,  and  fel¬ 
low,  and  in  token  and  knowledge  of 
this,  they  give  you  and  prefent  you 
this  badge,  the  which  God  will  that 
you  receive  and  wear  from  hence¬ 
forth  to  his  praife  and  pleafure,  and 
to  the  exaltation  and  honour  of  the 
faid  illuftrious  order,  and  ypurfelf.” 

They  conducted  him  to  his  ftall, 
with  the  ufual  reverences  to  the 
fovereign ;  and  he  feated  himlelf 
with  his  cap  upon  his  head  ;  imme¬ 
diately  after  which  the  efquire  un¬ 
furled  the  banner,  and  the  knights 
handing  up  uncovered,  Ulfter  re¬ 
peated  his  ftyle  in  Englifh,  and  a 
proceliion  was  made  to  the  altar,  of 
the  regifter  and  officers  of  arms,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  efquires  with  the  ban¬ 
ner,  which  was  delivered  to  Ulfter, 
who  prefented  it  to  the  regifter,  who 
placed  it  within  the  rails  of  the  al¬ 
tar.  After  which,  with  the  ufual 
reverences,  the  efquires  proceeded 
to  their  places,  and  the  officers  of 
arms  proceeded  with  the  efquires  of 
the  fecond  knight  in  like  manner  as 
before.  And  when  thefe  ceremo- 
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nies  were  finiftied,  the  choir  per* 
formed  the  Te  Deum  ;  after  which 
a  proceffion  was  made  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  before  to  the  chapter-room, 
and  from  thence  to  the  caftle,  where 
the  knights  repofed  themfelves  till 
dinner  was  lerved ;  when  a  pro- 
cefiioil  was  again  made  from  the 
prefence-chamber  to  St.  Patrick’s- 
hall,  where  the  knights  took  their 
feats  covered,  viz.  the  grand  rnaf- 
ter  in  the  center,  the  prince’s  chair 
on  his  left  hand,  the  prelate  and  the 
chancellor  at  the  two  ends  of  the 
fovereign’s  table,  and  the  knights 
on  each  fide ;  and  the  efquires  re¬ 
mained  (landing  till  after  grace  was 
faid,  when  they  retired  to  the  feats 
prepaied  for  them. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  firft 
courfe,  when  his  excellency  ftood 
up  uncovered,  the  knights  rofe  un¬ 
covered,  and  the  king  of  arms  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  found  of  trumpet, 
that  the  grand  matter  and  knights 
companions  of  the  moft:  illuftrious 
order  of  St.  Patrick  drank  the  fo¬ 
vereign’s  health.  The  fecond  courfe 
was  then  brought  in  with  the  ufual 
ceremonies  ;  after  which  his  excel¬ 
lency  again  ftood  up,  and  the  knights 
uncovered,  Ulfter  again  proclaimed 
that  the  grand  mafter,  in  the  name 
of  the  fovereiyn,  drank  the  healths 
of  the  knights  companions.  And 
at  the  end  of  the  fecond  courfe,  all 
rifing  again  uncovered,  the  queen’s 
health  was  drank  and  proclaimed  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  defert  was 
then  brought  in,  and  during  it  the 
officers  of  arms,  with  the  ufual  re¬ 
verences,  cried  largess  thrice, 
and  firft  proclaimed  the  ftyle  of  the 
fovereign,  and  afterwards  of  each 
knight  companion,  who  fucceftively. 
ftood  up  during  the  faid  proclama¬ 
tion.  After  which  the  knights, 
efquires,  and  officers  attended  th@ 
grand  mafter'to  the  prefence-cham¬ 
ber,  where  the  ceremony  was  finifh- 
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ed ;  and  the  efquires  and  officers 
retired  to  the  dinner  prepared  for 
them. 


*Jhe  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor ,  Sheriffs ,  Commons ,  and 
Citizens  of  the  City  of  Dublin ,  in 
Common  Council  ajfembled ,  preferr¬ 
ed  March  1  \th  to  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenants 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WE,  the  lord  mayor,  fheriffs, 
commons,  and  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Lublin,  in  common  council 
aflembled,  tinanimouily  think  it  our 
indifpenfible  duty  at  this  time  to  ap¬ 
proach  your  excellency  with  our 
fincere  acknowledgments  for  your 
prudent  and  indefatigable  regard  to 
the  honour  and  welfare  of  this 
country. 

Your  excellency’s  early  attention 
to  the  removal  of  ail  doubts  relative 
to  the  independency  of  the  legifla- 
tion,  and  jurifdi&ion  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland,  the  general  and 
economical  reform  introduced  into 
feveral  departments  of  the  hate,  and 
the  many  great  and  apparent  ad¬ 
vantages  we  enjoy,  and  are  likely 
to  experience  from  your  excellency’s 
wife,  firm,  and  virtuous  adminiftra- 
tion,  muft  at  all  dunes  excite  and 
demand  the  high e-ll  expreffions  of 
gratitude,  and  make  us  earnefily  fe¬ 
licitous  for  the  continuance  of  your 
government  over  a  people  affection¬ 
ate  to  your  perfon,  and  truly  fen- 
iible  of  your  honourable  intentions. 

It  has  been  jufily  obferved,  that 
all  nations  have  experienced  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  exaltation,  as  well  as  of  de- 
preffion. 

From  an  ill-judging  policy,  this 
kingdom  felt  the  latter ;  from  the 
well-timed  and  liberal  fentiments 
which  prevail,  it  is  likely  to  obtain 
the  former. 


We  affinre  your  excellency,  that 
the  citizens  expert  the  confumma- 
tion  of  this  great  bufmefs  from  a 
nobleman  of  independent  fortune 
and  principles,  equally  the  friend  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  fen- 
fible  their  interefis  are  the  fame ; 
and  they  moil  firmly  rely  on  your 
goodnefs,  that  nothing  in  your  power 
will  be  wanting  to  fecure  to  this  na¬ 
tion  the  complete  and  perpetual  en? 
joyment  of  conftitutional  and  com¬ 
mercial  freedom. 

In  that  perfuafion  we  cannot  but 
reprefent  to  your  excellency,  that 
as  the  time  is  critical  and  important, 
no  circumllances  whatfoever  fhould 
induce  a  change  which  might  pre¬ 
judice,  but  cannot  benefit,  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  your  excellency  muff  be 
convinced  there  are  {filiations  in 
which  the  yielding,  even  to  the- 
finer  feelings  of  the  mind  (however 
amiable  in  private  life)  muff  be  con- 
fidered  as  political  error,  anda'de- 
jfertion  of  public  duty. 

Your  excellency  will  pleafe  to 
receive  this  addrefs,  not  as  the  ordi¬ 
nary  and  common  compliment  paid 
to  perfons  in  your  high  fiation,  but 
as  the  language  of  freemen  fenfibly 
alarmed,  who  highly  approve  of 
your  conduct  and  revere  your  vir¬ 
tues,  and  who  will  not  behold  with 
indifference  the  moment  which  (hall 
terminate  your  excellency’s  admini-. 
fixation. 

In  teftimony  whereof  we  have 
caufed  the  common  feal  of  the  faid 
city  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  7th 
day  of  March  1 783. 

Which  Addrefs  being  prefented  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  he  was  pleated  to  give  the 
following  anfwer : 

I  am  too  fenfible  to  this  addrefs  of 
affedlionate  regard,  to  anfwer  it  in 
the  common  expreffions  of  good¬ 
will  :  my  heart  is  indeed  too  full ; 
I  truly  feel  an  honeft  pride  in  re¬ 
ceiving 
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eeiving  fetch  a  teftiniony  of  the 
lenfe  which  the  city  of  Dublin  en¬ 
tertain  of  my  zeal  to  promote  that 
iirit  object  of  my  wifhes,  the  con- 
fHtutional  and  commercial  freedom 
of  Ireland.  To  fuch  an  objedt  I 
would  gladly  facrifice  every  private 
feeling ;  and  as  long  as  I  can  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf  that  my  exertions  are 
acceptable  to  his  majefty,  or  may  be 
ferviceable  to  this  kingdom,  I  will 
hope  that  no  clrcumftances  will  pre¬ 
vent  me  from  continuing  to  you 
that  proof  of  ray  intercil  in  your 
profperity,  which  an  unremitting 
attention  to  the  great  lines  of  an  ho- 
neft  government  can  fo  truly  give, 
Butin  every  fituation,  I  never  can 
forget  how  much  I  owe  to  your 
affection  ;  and  my  conftant  prayer, 
my  conftant  object  will  be.,  that 
the  honour,  pride,  and  happinefs 
of  Ireland  may  be  perpetual,  and 
that  it  may  be  founded  on  the  fureft 
bails  of  a  liberal  and  conftitutional 
connexion  with  your  lifter  kingdom. 


Dublin  CafUe ,  O Bober ,  l6» 

TH  E  houfes  of  lords  and  com¬ 
mons  having  refolved  upon 
humble  addreftes  to  his  majefty, 
the  fame,  together  with  addreftes 
from  both  houfes  to  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant,  were  this  day  prefented  to 
bis  excellency,  and  with  his  excel¬ 
lency’s  anfwers,  are  as  follow. 

Bo  the  KING’S  Moil  Excellent 
Majefty, 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Par¬ 
liament  aflembied. 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty ’s  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjebts,  the  lords  fpi ri¬ 
tual  and  temporal  in  parliament  af- 
«m-bled,  beg  leave  to  return  our  moft 
bumble  thanks  to  your  majefty  for 


thofe  gracious  expreflions  we  hav# 
received  from  the  throne,  of  that 
tender  concern  and  paternal  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  this  kingdom* 
which  we  have  ever  fo  happily  ex¬ 
perienced. 

Imprefled  at  all  times  with  the 
deepeft  fenfe  of  your  majefty’s  good- 
nefs,  we  moft  thankfully  acknow¬ 
ledge,  as  a  frefh  inftance  of  it,  the 
placing  us  under  the  government  of 
a  nobleman,  whofe  amiable  cha¬ 
racter,  whole  integrity  and  abilb 
ties,  afford  every  profpedt  of  na¬ 
tional  profperity  to  the  country  over 
which  he  is  to  prefide. 

The  unequivocal  proofs  we  have 
received  from  Great  Britain  of  her 
facred  regard  for  the  adjuftment  of 
our  conftitution  and  commerce, 
made  and  eftabliflied  in  the  lafl  par¬ 
liament*  not  only  afford  us  the 
fulleft  lecurity  for  our  conftitutional 
and  commercial  rights,  but  mull 
excite  in  us  the  warm  eft  affe&iQn 
towards  our  lifter  country,  and 
ftrengthen  that  union  of  fentiment, 
as  well  as  of  intereft,  between  ths 
two  kingdoms,  upon  which  the 
power  and  happinels  of  both  fo  ma¬ 
terially  depend. 

To  contribute  to  give  permanency 
to  that  union,  we  beg  leave  humbly 
to  allure  your  majefty,  it  will  ever  be 
the  firft  wifh  of  our  hearts,  as  is  it 
will  be  the  firft  object  of  our  endea¬ 
vours. 

We  befeech  your  majefty  to  ac¬ 
cept  our  warmed:  congratulations 
at  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended 
your  majefty’s  anxious  exertions  to 
reftore  the  bleffing  of  peace  to  your 
faithful  people,  which  mu  ft  natu¬ 
rally  give  fpirit  and  effebt  to  our 
commercial  purfui-ts.  And  whilft 
it  will  enable  both  kingdoms  to  de¬ 
liberate  on  the  fureft  means  of,  in- 
creafing  our  common  profperitv, 
we  fhall  give  every  attention  in  our 
power  to  promote  fuch  raeafures 
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as  fhall  effectually  fecure  to  us  the 
folid  benefits  that  mult  arife  from 
jrec  i  procal  affcCtion . 

The  happy  increafe  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  royal  family,  by  the  birth  of 
a  princels,  has.  afforded  us  that 
heartfelt  fatisfa&ion,  which  we  can 
never  fail  to  experience  upon  every 
increafe  of  your  majefty’s  domeftic 
happinefs. 

Confcious  of  the  wifdom  of  thofe 
meafures  advifed  by  the  privy 
council,  which,  through  the  mercy 
of  divine  Providence,  have  averted 
from  the  people  the  miferies  of  im¬ 
pending  famine,  we  fliall  gratefully 
concur  in  a  parliamentary  fanClion 
of  the  means  purfued  by  govern¬ 
ment  to  prevent  fo  dreadful  a  cala¬ 
mity. 

We  fliall  alfo  1110ft  cheerfully 
concur  in  regulating  thy  judicature 
of  the  court  of  admiralty,  as  well 

-  as  forming  an  eftablifliment  for  the 

-  jx>ft -office. 

We  are  too  fully  convinced  of 
the  extreme  importance  of  the 
fifhery  on  our  coafts,  both  to  our 
national  wealth  and  induftry,  not 
•  fo  beftow  upon  it  every  attention 
on  our  part,  which  may  belt  en¬ 
courage  fo  valuable  a  branch  of  our 
commerce,  and  beft  prevent  thofe 
frauds  and  impofitions,  which  are 
fo  fatal  to  every  infant  undertaking. 

We  fhall  likewife  confide r  the 
protefiant  charter  fchools,  from  the 
humanity  as  well  as  wifdom  of  the 
inftitution,  highly  deferving  of  our 
care. 

We  conceive  the  liberal  inten¬ 
tions  of  government  to  provide  an 
afylurn  to  the  induftrious  and  dif- 
trefied  Genevans  demand  both  our 
acknowledgments  and  warmeft  con¬ 
currence  in  every  meafure  that  may 
promote  the  lettlement  in  this  king¬ 
dom  of  fo  ufeful  a  body  of  men. 
But  ivhilft  we  fhall  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
cure  every  advantage  to  our  coun¬ 


try  from  that  fettlement,  we  are 
likewife  bound  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  poffible,  every  unneceffary  ex¬ 
pence  with  which  the  meafure 
might  be  ai tended. 

We  truft  that  the  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment  will  be  diftinguiflied  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  their  country,  for  their  wif¬ 
dom,  temper,  and  moderation,  and 
for  the  efficacy  of  their  regulations, 
to  increafe  the  induftry,  encourage 
the  manufactures,  and  extend  the 
commerce  of  this  kingdom. 

Whilft  we  fhall  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
mote  luch  valuable  and  important 
objedfstoourfelves,  we  fliall  moft  cor¬ 
dially  confider  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain  as  immediately  connected 
with  our  own  ;  and  ever  having  ex- 
perienced  the  paternal  beneficence 
of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  we 
befeech  your  majefty  to  accept  the 
tribute  of  hearts  deeply  irnpreffed 
with  gratitude,  in  ear neftly  implor¬ 
ing  the  divine  goodnefs  long  to  con¬ 
tinue  your  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign, 
over  a  loyal,  happy,  and  united 
people. 

W.  Watts  Gayer,  7  p 
Edw.  Gayer,  3  iais 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant’s  Anfwer. 

I  WILL  take  the  earlieft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  tranfmitting  this  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs  to  be  laid  before 
his  majefty. 

To  the  King’s  moft  Excellent 
Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  in  Par¬ 
liament  aflembled, 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubje&s,  the  commons  of 
Ireland,  in  parliament  aflembled, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  majefty 
with  fentiments  of  the  molt  un¬ 
feigned 
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feigned  attachment  to  your  royal 
perfon  and  government,  and  to  of¬ 
fer  to  your  majefty  our  grateful 
thanks  for  the  appointment  of  a  no¬ 
bleman  to  the  government  of  this 
kingdom,  whole  juftice,  integrity, 
and  abilities,  afford  the  beft  founded 
expectations  of  national  happinefs 
and  profperity  under  his  admmi- 
llration. 

The  ftncerity  and  good  faith  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  abundantly  tef- 
tified  by  the  facred  regard  fhewn 
on  her  part  to  the  adjuftment  of  our 
conffitution  and  commerce,  demand 
our  warmed  acknowledgments,  while 
we  enjoy  the  full  pofleflion  of  thofe 
conffitutional  and  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages  which  were  fo  firmly  ef- 
tabliihed  in  the  lad  parliament. 

We  lhali  earneftly  concur  in  any 
meafure  that  may  confirm  and 
dxengthen  the  mutual  confidence  of 
both  kingdoms,  and  their  union, 
in  fentiment  as  well  as  in  filtered* 
From  thence  the  mod  folid  advan¬ 
tages  mud  arife  to  both  kingdoms, 
and  vigour  will  be  added  to  the 
ffrength  of  the  empire* 

Already  do  we  feel  the  blefiings 
of  peace  ;  we  intreat  your  majef¬ 
ty  to  accept  our  humble  thanks  for 
the  happy  completion  of  your  anxi¬ 
ous  endeavours  to  reftore  that  inedi- 
inableblefiing  to  your  faithful  people* 
We  hope  now  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
our  extended  commerce,  and  in  our 
deliberations  we  {hall  look  upon  the 
increafing  profperity  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  with  that  regard^  which  mud: 
be  the  effeCl  of  reciprocal  affeCfion. 

As  affectionate  fubjeCts,  deeply 
intereded  in  the  happinefs  of  our 
beloved  fovereign,  we  learn,  with 
the  highed  fatisfadfion,  the  increafe 
of  that  happinefs  in  the  birth  of 
another  princefs. 

We  will  immediately  infpeCt: 
the  national  accounts ;  and*  hap¬ 
py  in  your  majedy’s  juft  reliance 
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upon  our  loyalty,  we  will  make 
fucb  provifions  as  lliall  be  fitting 
for  the  honourable  fupport  of  your 
majefty- s  government,  confidently 
with  the  abilities  of  the  nation. 

We  adore  the  mercy  of  Divine 
Providence  in  averting  from  this 
people  the  miferies  of  impending 
famine  ;  and  we  will  cheerfully  con¬ 
cur  in  a  parliamentary  fandlion  of 
thofe  wife  and  falutary  meafures* 
which  government  purified  by  the 
advice  of  the  privy  council. 

We  lliall  lofe  no  time  in  the  ne-» 
cefiary  manner  for  regulating  the 
judicature  of  the  court  of  admiral¬ 
ty,  and  for  making  a  new  eftablifh- 
ment  to  the  pod-office. 

We  fhall  induftrioufiy  perfevefe  iti 
the  improvement  of  our  linen  ma¬ 
nufacture  ;  nor  fhall  we  emit  an  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fifhery,  that  promif- 
ing  fource  of  induftfy  and  wealth  5 
and  we  fhall  endeavour  to  regulate 
the  encouragements  granted  to  it,  fo 
as  to  produce  the  bed  effedfs,  and  to 
prevent  fraud  and  impofition* 

We  fhall  likewife  extend  our  dare 
to  the  Proteftant  chafter-fchools. 

We  fhall  readily  forward  the  ID 
beral  intentions  of  government  to 
provide  an  alylum  for  the  diftreffed 
Genevans*  Ingenious  men  have  a 
claim  to  the  protection  of  a  ge~ 
nerous  nation.  But  our  own  coun¬ 
try  is  no  lefs  entitled  to  that  ears 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  exert  in  a* 
voiding  unneceffary  expence,  and 
fecuring  the  utmoft  advantages  from 
the  fettlement  of  the  emigrants. 

We  truft  that  the  wifdom  and 
temper  of  this  parliament  will  be 
manifefted  in  all  its  proceedings,  and 
we  dial!  endeavour  to  profit  by  every 
opportunity  which  circumftances 
have  afforded  us  of  obferving  the 
internal  date  of  the  country,  and 
judging  what  regulations  may  bed 
encourage  and  extend  its  indudry, 
manufactures,  and  commerce, 

(I)  Having 
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Having  conftantly  experienced 
the  beneficence  of  our  gracious 
fovereign  in  contributing  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  happinefs  of  his  faithful 
fubje&s,  we  lay  at  your  majefty’s 
feet  the  tribute  of  grateful  hearts, 
earneftly  befeeching  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  long  to  continue  the  blefif- 
ings  of  your  majefty’s  aufpicious 
reign  over  a  happy,  united,  and  loyal 
people. 

Tho.  Ellis,  Cl.  Par,  Dam,  Com. 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant’s  Anfwer. 

I  WILL  take  the  firib  opportunity 
of  tranfmitting  this  dutiful  and  loyal 
add  refs  to  be  laid  before  his  majefty. 

To  his  excellency  Robert,  Earl  of 
Northington,  Lord  Lieutenant 
General,  and  General  Governor^ 
of  Ireland. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Par¬ 
liament  alfembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Exellency, 
WE  the  lords  fpiritnal  and  tem¬ 
poral  in  parliament  alfembled,  pre¬ 
lent  to  your  excellency  our  vvarmelt 
thanks  for  your  mo  ft  excellent  fpeech 
from  the  throne. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  excellency  and  ourfelves 
upon  your  appointment  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  kingdom,  at  a 
period  peculiarly  aufpicious  to  Ire¬ 
land. 

In  the  fulleft  reliance  upon  your 
excellencies  wifdom,  juftice,  and 
integrity,  we  anticipate  the  advan¬ 
tages  this  kingdom  muft  derive  from 
your  excellency’s  adminiftration ; 
and  confider  your  excellency’s  ap¬ 
pointment  to  prefide  in  it  as  a  frefh 
irtftance  of  his  .majefty’s  paternal  re¬ 
gard  for  the  happinefs  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  people. 


We  are  highly  grateful  for  the 
warmth  with  which  your  excellency 
fignifies  your  fatisfadHon  at  meeting 
us  in  the  full  poffeilion  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thofe  conifitutional  and 
commercial  rights,  which  were  fo 
firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  laft  par¬ 
liament. 

We  truft:  that  the  unequivocal 
proofs  given  by  Great  Britain  of 
her  facred  regard  to  the  adjuftmenf 
then  made  with  Ireland,  cannot  fail- 
to  cement  the  union,  and  ftrengthen 
the  mutual  confidence  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  the  true  interefts  of 
which  are  and  muff  ever  be  insepar¬ 
able. 

We  beg  leave  to  (hare  with  your 
excellency  in  the  fatisfadfion  you 
exprefs,  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  endeavours  to  reftore  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace  to  his  faithful  people. 

We  fir  all,  in  purfuaaee  of  your 
excellency’s  wife  and  feafonable  ad¬ 
vice,  fiiew  our  readinefs  to  deli¬ 
berate  upon  the  meafures  pointed 
out  by  your  excellency,  as  well 
for  regulating  the  judicature  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  and  the  new  ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  poft-office,  as  for 
promoting  our  commercial  purfuits, 
and  reaping  the  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  reiteration  of  public 
tranquillity.  Permit  us  to  add,  that 
the  recommendation  of  thofe  mea¬ 
fures  by  your  excellency  affords  the 
the  moft  convincing  evidence  of 
your  refpeci  for  the  rights,  and 
your  capacity  to  difeern  and  defire 
to  promote  the  interefts  of  Ireland. 

The  meafures  purfued  by  go¬ 
vernment,  by  the  advice  of  the 
privy  council,  to  avert  the  miferies 
of  impending  famine,  if  not  ftridtly 
conformable  to  law,  will  appear, 
we  doubt  not,  to  have  beeen  urged 
by  necefiity,  and  fo  eflential  to  the- 
public  good  as  to  merit  parliamen¬ 
tary  indemnification. 

We  enjoy  the  higheft  pleafure  in 

every 
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every  addition  to  the  dome  (tic  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  our  gracious  foveretgn,  and 
participate  in  your  excellency’s  fa¬ 
ns  faction  at  the  birth  of  another 
princefs. 

We  trud  our  well  known  and,  mod 
fincere  loyalty  to  his  majefty,  our 
confidence  in  the  fincerity  and  good 
faith  of  our  filler  country,  and  the 
ample  means  we  have  lately  ac¬ 
quired  of  becoming  a  great  and  com¬ 
mercial  people,  will  difpole  us  to 
carry  on  our  confultations  for  his 
majedy’s  honour  and  the  good  of 
our  country,  with  that  duty,  tern- 
per,  and  unanimity,  which  can  alone 
render  them  fuccefsful,  and  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  harmony  between  the  two 
kinp-doms  :  and  with  the  finned  re- 

o 

liance  on  your  excellency’s  pure  and 
difintereded  intentions  towards  us, 
we  fhali  to  the  utmod  of  our  power 
fupport  the  honour  of  his  ma jelly’s 
government,  and  the  cafe  of  your 
excellency’s  adminidration. 

Wm .  Watts  Gay  eh,  } 

Edw,  Gayer,  J  "  ' ' 

✓ 

His  Excellency’s  Anfwer. 

I  return  your  lordfhips  my  fincere 
thanks  for  this  very  honourable  tef- 
timony  of  your  good  opinion,  which 
it  fhali  be  my  condant  endeavour  to 
improve.  Be  allured  that  my  in¬ 
clinations,  as  well  as  my  duty,  will 
’  ever  intered  me  deeply  in  the  prof- 
perky  and  happinefs  of  Ireland. 

To  his  Excellency  Robert  Henley, 
Earl  of  Northington,  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  and  General  Go- 
nernor  of  Ireland. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgefies,  in  Par¬ 
liament  adenibled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
WE  his  Majedy’s  mod  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjeCis,  the  Commons  of  Ire¬ 
land,  in  parliament  alfembled,  be°" 

A  7  O 

leave  to  return  your  excellency  our 

•; 
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fincere  thanks  for  your  excellent 
fpeech  from  the  throne.  We  con- 
fider  it  as  a  drong  proof  of  his  ma. 
jedy’s  gracious  attention  to  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  and  profperity  of  Ireland, 
that  he  has  been  pleated  to  commit 
the  government  of  this  kingdom  to 
your  excellency,  in  whole  firmnefs, 
juft  ice,  and  integrity,  we  place  the 
highdf  confidence  that  the  powers 
of  government  will  he  dlreCied  to 
the  true  intereds  of  the  people. 

We  truft  that  your  excellency 
will  lay  before  his  majefty  the  faith¬ 
ful  and  affectionate  duty  of  his  loyal 
lubjects  of  Ireland,  and  reprefent 
their  cordial  regard  to  Great  Britain 
hi  its  full  light,  thereby  ffrengthen- 
ing  the  mutual  confidence  of  both 
kingdoms,  and  uniting  them  infe- 
parably  in  fenrinient,  as  they  are 
in  intered. 

We  will  affiduoufly  apply  our- 
delves  to  the  confideration  of  the 
many  important  objects  which  your 
excellency  has  recommended  to  our 
attention.  And  we  cannot  refrain 
from  acknowleging  with  gratitude 
tne  intered  which  your  excellency 
takes  in  the  profperity  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  when  in  the  very  nature  of 
thofe  objedts  we  trace  the  jud  and 
generous  fpirit  which  points  them 
out  to  us. 

We  will  chearfufiy  grant  fucfi 
fupplies,  as  after  a  proper  in vediga** 
tion  of  the  national  accounts,  fhali 
appear  to  be  fitting  for  the  honour¬ 
able  fupport  of  his  majedy’s  go¬ 
vernment,  considering  the  abilities 
of  the  country. 

Convinced  of  your  excellency’s 
difpofition  to  promote  the  welfare 
and  happinefs  of  this  kingdom,  we 
fhali  prove  ourfeives  not  unworthy  the 
confidence  you  are  pieafed  to  repofe 
in  us,  by  contributing  our  bed  en¬ 
deavours  to  the  eafe  and  honour  of 
your  excellency’s  adminidration. 

T-.  Ellis,  Cl,  Par,  Dorm  C ota< 
(I  2) 
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it.  S, 


His  Excellency’s  Anfvyer. 

I  return  you  my  cordial  thanks 
for  this  very  affectionate  and  oblig¬ 
ing  add  refs.  It  is  my  earned;  defire 
to  merit  your  confidence,  and  I  (hall 
anxioufly  endeavour  to  juftify  the 
favourable  opinion  you  entertain  of 
me  by  an  unremitting  attention  to 
the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  this 
kingdom". 

JBy  the  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and 
General  Governor  of  Ireland . 

(L.  S.) 

(Signed)  NUGENT  TEMPLE. 

To  the  Earl  of  Ty  rone — The  Right 
Hon. 'John  Befesford — The  Right 
Hon  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  K.  B. 
— The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Theo- 
philus  dements, —  The  Right 
Hon.  John  Fortier— The  Right 
TTbh.  Luke  Gardiner,  —  The 
flight  Hon.  Williams  Wyndham 
Grenville,  —  The  Right  Hon. 
James  Cufte, — David  La  Touche, 
Efq.  jun. — Andrew  Caldwel,  Efq. 
—Travers  Hartley,  Efq. — Alex¬ 
ander  Jaffray,  Efq.  —  AndMeffrs. 
G.  Ringlet,  —  E.  Cdaviere«-Du 
R  o  ver ay , — E .  G  a  fe ,  ~  G  re  n  u  s ,  — 
and  D’lvernois. 

"f  T  THERE  AS  the  tieur  D’lver- 
\  V  nois  did,  by  his  memorial 
of  the  27th  of  September  laft,  re- 
prefect  unto  us,  that,  in  confe- 
qUenee  of  certain  alterations  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  political  con- 
ftitution  and  government  of  the  tiate 
of  Geneva,  a  contiderable  number 
of  the  citizens  and  inhabitants,  at¬ 
tached  to  the  blefiings  of  a  free  go¬ 
vernment,  were  difpofed,  under  af- 
furances  of  the  enjoyment  of  cer¬ 
tain  privileges  and  protection,  to 
fettle  themfeives  in  this  kingdom,  to 
bring  with  them  their  property,  and 
to  eftablifti  here  thofe  manufactures 
which  had  rendered  the  citizens  of 


that  tiate  fo  wealthy  ;  and  that  the 
fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fteriing, 
Bririfh  money,  would  be  neceffary 
to  enable  the  tirti  thoufand  emi¬ 
grants  to  effeCt  their  purpofe,  of 
which  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
half,  to  be  applied  to  defray  the  ex™ 
pence  of  their  journey,  and  the  car¬ 
riage  of  their  effeCts ;  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  be  applied  in  the  build¬ 
ing  or  providing  houfes  for  their 
reception  :  and  whereas  we  did  lay 
the  laid  memorial  before  the  lords 
of  his  majefiy’s  privy  council,  who, 
by  their  refolution  of  the  27th  day 
of  September  laft,  expreltiveof  the 
importance  of  the  objeCt,  and  the 
advantages  to  be  fecured  to  this 
kingdom  by  the  acceffion  of  a  body 
of  refpeCiable  citizens,  and  to  its 
commerce  by  the  introduction  of  a 
manufacture  fo  extentive  and  bene¬ 
ficial,  and  by  the  immediate  acqui- 
fition  ot  a  very  material  addition  to 
the  national  wealth,  did  unanimouily 
requeft,  that  his  majefty  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  the  fame 
into  his  royal  conlideration,  and  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  in  this  cafe  as 
to  his  majefty’s  great  wifdom  fhould 
feem  meet :  and  we  having  trani- 
mitted  the  faid  memorial  and  refo- 
iution  to  be  laid  before  the  king,  his 
majefty  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  fignify  his  royal  approbation  of 
the  defign  aforefaid,  founded  upon 
principles  fo  truly  interefting  to 
juftice  and  humanity  *  and  of  his 
royal  difpofition  to  induce  the 
faid  merchants,  artifts,  and  manu¬ 
facturers,  citizens,  or  inhabitants  of 
Geneva,  to  fettle  in  Ireland,  under 
the  conviction,  that  by  their  civil 
and  religious  principles,  their  in- 
duftry,  and  their  loyalty,  they 
would  materially  contribute  to  the 
advantage  of  this  kingdom  : 

Thefe  are,  therefore,  to  pray  and 
to  empower  you  to  confult  together, 
and  to  report  unto  us  what  agree¬ 
ments, 
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merits,  regulations,  warrants,  and 
authorities  will,  in  your  opinion,  be 
neceflhry  and  proper  for  carrying 
his  majefty’s  gracious  intentions  into 
execution,  under  the  heads  follow¬ 
ing,  viz. 

i ft.  For  the  grant  of  a  fum  of 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  certain 
ftate-officers,  and  to  certain  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  this  realm, 
together  with  the  fix  commiffioners 
now  in  this  kingdom  from  the  Ge¬ 
nevans — -The  faid  fum  to  be  granted 
to  them  in  truft  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Genevans  fettling  in  this  country— 

•  whereof  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
half,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  charges 
of  their  iournev,  and  the  carriage 
of  their  effects ;  to  be  diftributed  by 
the  faid  commiffioners,  in  fuch  pro¬ 
portion  as  they  (hall  think  equitable, 
upon  the  conftderation  of  the  cir- 
cumftances,  the  charaffier,  and  the 
talents  of  each  emigrant  ;  and  the 
remainder  to  be  expended  in  the 
building  a  town,  and  fettling  them 
therein. 

zdly.  To  conftder  the  rights,  pri¬ 
vileges,  franchifes,  and  immunities 
to  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  laid  new-intended  town  ;  and  fo 
foon  as  the  faid  general  fyftem  fhail 
have  been  fubmitted  to,  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  us,  then  to  prepare  a 
draught  of  a  charter,  which  will  be 
referred  to  the-  conftderation  of  his 
maje fly’s  law  fervants  for  their  opi¬ 
nion,  and  afterwards  fubmitted  to 
his  majefty  for  his  royal  approba¬ 
tion,  granting  to  the  faid  citizens  of 
the  New  Geneva,  the  eftablifhment 
of  magiftrates,  councils,  or  affem- 
blies,  with  powers  for  regulating 
their  internal  concerns  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  fhail  be  moft  agreeable  to  the 
laws  under  which  they  lived  hap¬ 
pily  in  their  own  country,  and  as 
fhail  be  agreeable  to  the  cuftoms  and 
difpofitions  of  the  people  ;  obferv- 
jng,  neverthelefs  that,  in  no  in* 
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ftance  whatfoever,  fuch  municipal 
laws,  or  regulations,  be  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  ;  and, 
in  cafe  that  it  fhould  be  neceflary  to 
apply  to  parliament  for  farther 
powers  for  carrying  fuch  charters, 
or  purpofes,  into  execution,  then  to 
prepare  a  draught,  or  fcheme,  of 
fuch  bill,  or  bills,  as  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  legif- 
lature. 

jdly.  To  confider  in  what  man* 
ner  a  fufficient  portion  of  land  (hall 
be  fecured  to  the  faid  citizens  of 
Geneva  ;  to  examine  and  recom¬ 
mend,  with  all  expedition,  a  fitu- 
ation  for  their  new  town,  and  to 
confider  and  prepare  every  arrange¬ 
ment  which  may  expedite  the  con- 
ftruffiion  of  it  ;  and  to  report  in 
what  mode  the  perfons  arriving  in 
this  kingdom  Ihall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  accommodated  until  the 
new  town,  or  a  fufficient  portion 
thereof,  ihall  be  erected  for  their 
reception  ;  as  alio,  in  what  manner 
the  faid  houfes  ihall  be  diftributed 
to  individuals,  or  a  fufficient  ground 
to  thofe  who  may  wifh  to  build  at 
their  own  expence ;  and  in  wrhat 
manner  the  freedom  of  the  new 
town  fhail  be  fecured  to  fuch  per¬ 
fons  (having  been  citizens  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Geneva,  and  poffieffed  of 
thofe  qualifications  of  conduct  and 
of  morals  upon  which  the  fuccefs  of 
this  eftabliihment  muft  depend)  as 
are  not  yet  arrived  or  naturalized; 
fo  that,  upon  their  arrival  and  na¬ 
turalization,  they  fhail  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  of  the  body  corpo¬ 
rate  aforefaid. 

And  whereas  young  perfons  of  rank 
and  fortune,  from  all  parts  of  Europe, 
reforted  to  the  city  of  Geneva,  to 
profit  from  the  fyftem  of  education 
eftablifhed  there,  under  profeffiors  of 
eminence  in  ufeful  and  liberal  ftudies 
and  acorn plifhmenrs  ;  and  whereas 
a  ichool  or  academy  formed  upon 
(X  3)  the 
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the  fame  principles  in  this  kingdom 
would  forward  his.majeffy’s  gracious 
difpofitions  for  the  encouragement 
of  religion,  virtue,  and  feience,  by 
improving  the  education  and  early 
habits  of  youth,  and  would  remove 
the  inducements  to  a  foreign  edu¬ 
cation  ;  and  being  conducted  with 
that  attention  to  morality  and  virtue 
which  hath  diuinguifiicd  the  efta- 
blifhment-s  in  that  city,  may  attract 
foreigners  to  refide  in  this  kingdom 

o  *  o 

for  the  like  purpofe,  we  do  farther 
pray  and  empower  you  to  confider 
and  digefl  a  plan  for  a  fchool  and 
academy  of  education  to  be  effa- 
blifhed  in  the  new  colony,  and  to 
make  a  part  of  the  conftitutidn 
thereof,  under  fuch  info  Cation  and 
regulations,  and  with  fuch  privi¬ 
leges,  as  may  beft  contribute  to  the 
ends  hereby  propofeu. 

And  we  do  pray  and  empower 
you,  that,  after  having  given  thefe 
fiubjedts  in  general  the  fulled  confi- 
deration,  you  do  report  unto  us  a 
particular  detail  of  what  fhall  be 
thought  mod  fitting  to  be  granted 
and  ordered  lor  the  advantage  and 
encouragement  of  the  Genevans 
fettling  in  this  kingdom  aforelajd, 
and  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  the  new  colony,  that  the  necef¬ 
fary  reprefentations  thereupon  may 
be  ’aid  before  his  majefty,  without 
lob  f  time  ;  fo  that  every  Facility 
may  be  given  to  the  adoption  of 
every  meafure  calculated  to  give  the 
faid  citizens  of  Geneva  the  fulled 
proofs  of  his  majefty’s  royal  protec¬ 
tion  and  regard, 

o 


Dublin-Cajllc*  Aug.  1 8,  1783* 
Sir, 

I  am  commanded  by  my  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  acquaint  you,  that  lie 
has  iigned  a  warrant  to  the  proper 
officers  to  make  out  the  draught  of 
a  com miffion,  to  be  fubmitted  to  bis 
majefty  for  his  royal  fignatufe,  ap¬ 
pointing  the  feveral  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  who  are  to  be  ent ruffed 
with  the  fettlement  in  this  kingdom 
oi  the  colony  of  Genevans,  as  alio 
the  draught  of  a  royal  letter,  grant¬ 
ing  the  fum  of  30,000!.  to  thofe 
commiflioners  for  that  purpofe. 

His  excellency  has  alfo  given  far¬ 
ther  diredfions  to  the  prime  ferjeant, 
attorney,  and  folicitor  general,  to 
prepare  a  draught  of  a  grant  of  a 
charter  of  incorporation  for  the  faid 
colony,  and  draught  of  fuch  bills  to 
be  laid  before  the  parliament  at 
their  next  meeting,  as  fhall  be  re- 
quifite  for  e fiddling  the  feveral  pur- 
pofes  defined . 

His  excellency  has  at  the  fame 
time  commanded  me  to  allure  you 
of  his  cordial  difpofition  to  the  new 
fettlement,  and  of  his  intention  to 
forward  every  meafure  which  fhall 
be  neceffary  for  the  protection  and 
encouragement  of  the  colony,  with 
as  much  difpatch  as  the  neceffary 
forms  in  a  buftnefs  of  fo  much  im¬ 
portance  will  admit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  regard,  Sir, 
Your’s,  &c. 

S„  Hamilton. 


■  Given,  under  our  hand  and  feal 
of  arms,  at  his  maje  fly’s  caffle  of 
Dublin,  the  4th  day  of  April,  1783. 
By  his  excellency’s  command, 

S.  Hamilton. 


t 

The  Petition  of  the  People  called 
QJJ  AKERS. 

To  the  Commons  o  f  Great  Britain ,  in 
Parliament. 


The  following  letter  was  received  by 
Mr.  DTvernois,  from  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Hamilton  • 


Sh  ewe  th, 


THAT  your  petitioners  met  in 
this  their  annual  affcmbly, 
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having  folemnly  confidered  the  date 
of  the  enflaved  Negroes,  conceive 
themfelves  engaged  in  religious 
duty,  to  lay  the  buffering  fituation 
or  that  unhappy  people  before  you, 
as  a  fubjedt  loudly  calling  tor  the 
humane  interpofttion  of  the  legis¬ 
lature. 

Your  petitioners  regret  that  a  na¬ 
tion  profelling  the  Chriftian  faith, 
fliould  fo  far  counteract;  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  humanity  and  juftice  as  by  a 
cruel  treatment  of  this  opp  refled 
face,  and  to  fill  their  minds  with 
prejudices  againft  the  mild  and  be¬ 
neficent  doctrines  of  the  Gofpeh 

Under  the  countenance  of  the 
laws  of  this  country,  many  thou- 
fands  of  thefe  our  fellow-creatures, 
entitled  to  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  are  held,  as  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty,  in  cruel  bondage  j  and  your 
petitioners  being  informed,  that  a 
bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  trade  is  now  before  the  houfe, 

containing  a  claufe  which  retrains 
£> 

the  officers  of  the  African  company 
from  exporting  Negroes  ;  your  pe¬ 
titioners,  deeply  affected  with  a  con- 
iideration  of  the  rapine,  oppreffion, 
and  bloodfhed  attending  this  traf- 
fick,  humbly  requeft  that  this  re- 
ffiridtion  may  be  extended  to  all  per- 
fons  whatfoever,  or  that  the  houfe 
would  grant  fuch  other  relief  in  the 
premifes,  as  in  its  wifdom  may  feem 
meet. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  our 
yearly  meeting,  held  in  Lon¬ 
don,  the  1 6th  day  of  6th 
month,  1783. 


Report  of  the  Surveyor-General  of  his 
Majefy'sf/V  oods  and  For  efts,  of  the 
State  of  the  Inclofi ures  in  his  Majeftft  s 
For  efts ,  in purfuance  of  an  Order  of 
the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons. 

HAT  no  ground  whatfoever 
has  been  inclofed,  in  any  of 


(us) 

his  majefty’s  forefts,  &c,  for  the 
growth  and  prefervation  of  timber, 
iince  the  ill  day  of  January,  5772, 
the  period  of  time  limited  in  the 
faid  order,  except  1,000  acres  in 
the  New'  Foreft,  in  the  year  1775  : 
but  he  believes  it  will  be fatisfadtory 
to  know  the  prefent  ftate  of  all  the 
grounds  inclofed  for  that  purpofe, 
within  his  majefty’s  forefts,  previ¬ 
ous  thereto. 

That  in  Dean  Foreft  an  inclofure 
was  made  in  the  year  1758,  to  the 
amount  of  2,000  acres  ;  the  fences 
of  which  were  for  fome  time  kept 
up  and  contiued  in  good  order ;  but, 
at  length,  fundry  perfons,  owners 
of  cattle  depafturing  in  the  wafte  of 
that  foreft,  who  had  a  right  to  make 
ufe  of  fome  highways  therein,  pre» 
fuming  partly  on  the  great  extent 
of  that  inclofure  (which  through  a 
miftaken  parfimony,  to  bring  the 
expences  of  making  it  as  low  as 
poflible,  was  required  to  be  made  in 
one  piece  only)  but  more,  in  the 
negligence  and  inattention  of  the 
perfons  afterwards  entrufted  with  the 
care  of  his  majefty’s  forefts,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  travelling  through  the  fame, 
deviated  from  the  highways  to  the 
remote  and  moft  private  parts  there¬ 
of  ;  where  they,  without  difcovery 
or  interruption,  made  fo  many 
breaches,  from  which  they  alio  car¬ 
ried  off  the  materials,  that,  on  this 
confideration,  and  alio  for  avoiding 
the  great  expence  of  repairing,  or 
rather  new  making,  the  fences,  and 
the  inconveniences  aforefaid,  he 
judged  it  moft  advifeable  to  leave  it 
open,  and  reft  contented  with  the 
benefits,  fuch  as  they  were,  that  had 
accrued  to  the  trees  growing  therein 
during  the  good  ftate  of  thofe  fences. 
Thole  of  the  other  inclofures  there, 
are  in  as  good  order,  and  the  trees 
thereof  as  profperous,  as  can  be  ex- 
peifted,  whilft  the  laws  for  the  pre¬ 
fervation  of  timber  trees  remain  in 
(1  4)  their 
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their  prefent  ftate  of  infufficiency 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  he  has  the 
fatisiadiion  to  find,  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  impediments  and  incon¬ 
veniences  to  which  this  foreii  is  in 
that  refpedt  peculiarly  fubjedt  (but 
which  are  all  remediable),  the  bene¬ 
fits  and  advantages  of  thefe  inclo- 
fures  are  very  vilible.  Thofe  lateft 
made  in  this  foreit  being  of  fuch 
moderate  iizes,  as  to  be  more  eafily 
watched  and  kept  in  repair  ;  made 
at  a  much  cheaper  rate;  and  equally 
effectual  for  the  purpofe  ;  he  pro- 
pofes  to  adopt  the  fame  method, 
with  regard  to  fuch  inclofures  as  he 
may  hereafter  be  directed 'to  make. 

That  the  inclofures  of  the  New 
Foreft  are  in  good  repair  ;  have  well 
^nfwered  the  purpofe  for  which  they 
were  made ;  and  have  liurfed  up  a 
good  Hock  of  young  timber. 

That  there  have  not  been  any  in¬ 
clofures,  purpofely  made  for  the 
growth  and  prefervation  of  timber 
for  the  ufe  of  his  majeity’s  navy, 
in  any  other  of  the  king’s  foreits  : 
but  in  thofe  of  Whittlewood,  Sal- 
cey,  Rockingham,  and  Which  wood, 
there  are  a  great  many  anciently  in- 
elofed  coppices,  wherein  the  king’s 
trees  are  well  prefer ved. 

That  many  thogfand  acres  of  land 
in  his  majeliy’s  foreits  may  be  in- 
clofed,  and  applied  to  raifing  pines. 
There  are  alfo,  and  will  ever  be, 
within  the  inclofures  now  in  being*, 
and  hereafter  to  be  made  therein, 
fome  parcels  of  ground,  of  a  nature 
lefs  fit  for  the  growth  of  oaks,  in 
which  the  faid  iurveyor-general  of 
his  majeity’s  woods  and  foreits  pur- 
pofes  to  plant  the  fort  of  pines  fit 
for  mails,  yards,  and  bowfprits  ;  and 
nurferies  are  adtually  preparing-  for 
that  purpofe  :  and,  from  his  obl'erv- 
ations  and  experiments,  and  the 
concurring  opinion  of  very  good 
judges,  he  thinks  it  highly  proba¬ 
ble,  that  making  inclofures  purely 
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for  the  lait  mentioned  ufe  will  be 
attended  with  fuccefs,  and  prove 
very  advantageous  to  this  kingdom* 

J.  P I T  T  ^ 

Surveyor  General  of  his  Ma-? 
jetty’s  woods  and  foreits. 

Phe  following  Memorial  of  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officers  of  his  Majefy's 
Provincial  Regiments  and  Corps  in 
North  America ,  was  prefentcd  to 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  in  March  1783, 
and  was  by  him  tranfmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State ,  with  a  Letter 
frongly  recommending  the  cafe  of 
the  Provincial  Officers  to  their  gra¬ 
cious  Sovereign .  As  his  Maj fly's 
Minifers  took  the  ?nattcr  into 
their  ferious  confederation,  and  alfo 
brought  it  before  Parliament ,  it 
has  been  thought  proper  to  puhliffi 
the  Memorial ,  in  order  that  the 
Nation  may  fee  the  merit  of  ihofe 
unfortunate  men  who  folicited  her 

mr  *  *  ** 

protection . 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  Knight  of  the  Moil  Honour¬ 
able  Order  of  the  Bath,  General 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all 
his  Majeity’s  Forces  in  North 
America,  within  the  Colonies  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  Weit  Florida  in- 
clufive,  &c.  &c. 

The  Officers  commanding  his  Ma« 
jetty’s  Provincial  Regiments,  for 
themielves,  and  in  behalf  of  others 
his  Majeily’s  faithful  Subjedts  in 
America,  now  ferving  in  his  Pro¬ 
vincial  Forces,  beg  leave  to  reprer 
fent, 

HAT  the  offer  of  indepen? 
dence  to  the  American  colo¬ 
nies  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  pro¬ 
bability  that  the  prefent  conteit  will 
terminate  in  the  reparation  of  the 
two  countries,  has  filled  the  minds 
of  his  majeity’s  provincial  troops 
with  the  molt  alarming  apprehen¬ 
sions. 

That, 
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That,  from  the  pureft  principles 
of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
Britilli  government,  they  took  arms 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice;  and,  rely¬ 
ing  on  the  juilice  of  their  caufe, 
and  the  fupport  of  their  fovereign 
and  the  Britilli  nation,  they  have 
perfevered  with  unabated  zeal 
through  all  the  viciffitudes  of  a  ca¬ 
lamitous  and  an  unfortunate  war* 

That  their  hearts  Hill  glow  with 
loyalty  to  their  fovereign,  and  the 
fame  enthuliailic  attachment  to  the 
Britilli  conflitution,  which  firit  ffci- 
mulated  them  to  aCtion,  and  nothing 
can  ever  wean  their  affections  from 
that  government  under  which  they 
formerly  enjoyed  fo  much  happi- 
rsefs. 

That  their  deteftation  to  that  re¬ 
publican  fyllem,  which  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  are  aiming  to  efta- 
blilh,  the  fatal  effe&s  of  which  are 
already  felt,  is  unconquerable. 

That  whatever  ftipulations  may 
be  made  at  a  peace  for  the  reitera¬ 
tion  of  the  property  of  the  loyalilts, 
and  permiflion  for  them  to  return 
home ;  yet,  fhould  the  American 
provinces  be  fevered  from  the  Bri- 
tiili  empire,  it  will  be  utterly  irn- 
poffible  for  thofe  who  have  ferved 
his  majelty  in  arms  in  this  war  to 
remain  in  the  country.  The  per- 
fonal  animcfiti.es  that  arofe  from  ci¬ 
vil  diflenfions,  have  been  fo  height¬ 
ened  by  the  blood  that  has  been 
fhed  in  the  conrelt,  that  the  parties 
can  never  be  reconciled. 

That  the  officers  of  his  majelly’s 
provincial  forces  have  facrificed  not 
only  their  property,  but  many  of 
them  very  lucrative  profeffions,  and 
all  their  expectations  from  their 
rank  and  connections  in  civil  fo- 
ciety. 

That  numbers  of  them  entered 
very  young  into  the  king’s  fervice, 
and  have  grown  up  in  the  ar¬ 
my  ;  and  having  no  other  profef- 


lion,  and  no  family  expectations,  or 
homes  to  go  to,  their  friends  being 
all  involved  in  the  common  ruin, 
they  look  forward  to  the  day  of  their 
being  dilbanded  with  extreme  fob- 
citude. 

That  many  of  them  have  wives, 
who,  bom  to  the  fairell  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  tenderly  brought  up, 
have  been  unaccuftomed  to  want ; 
and  children  about  them,  for  whofe 
education  and  future  happinefs  they 
feel  the  molt  anxious  concern. 

That  many  who  have  ferved  his 
majelty  in  bis  provincial  troops,  in 
fubordinate  capacities,  during  this 
war,  have  been  refpeCtable  yeomen ; 
of  good  connections,  and  pofTefled 
of  confiderable  property,  which  from 
principles  of  loyalty,  and  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  they  quitted,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  this  contell  have  fhewn  a  degree 
of  patience,  fortitude,  and  bravery, 
almolt  without  example. 

That  there  are  Hill  remaining  in 
the  provincial  line  a  great  number 
of  men,  who  from  wounds,  and 
from  disorders  contracted  in  fervice, 
are  rendered  totally  unable  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  future  fubliltence ; 
they  therefore  look  up  to  that  go¬ 
vernment,  in  whofe  fervice  they 
have  fuffered  with  all  the  anxiety  of 
men  who  have  no  other  hope  left : 
many  of  them  have  helplefs  families 
who  have  feen  better  days. 

That  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  provincial  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  have  loll  their  lives  in  the  king’s 
fervice,  are  many  of  them  reduced 
to  extreme  poverty  and  diftrefs,  and 
have  no  profpeCt  of  relief  but  from 
the  juilice  and  humanity  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  government. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  difficulties  and 
the  apprehenlions  under  which  his 
majelly’s  provincial  troops  now  la¬ 
bour  ;  and  to  our  excellency  they 
look  up  for  affillance. 

Relying  on  the  gracious  promife 

of 


(*58) 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS- 


of  their  fovereign  to  fupport  and 
protect  them,  and  placing  the  fulled 
confidence  in  your  excellency’s  be¬ 
nevolent  interposition,  and  favour¬ 
able  reprefentatlon  of  their  faithful 
Cervices,  they  are  induced  to  afk*~- 

That  grants  of  lands  may  be  made 
to  them  in  feme  of  his  maj city’s 
American  provinces,  and  that  they 
piay  be  abided  in  making  fettle- 
jBents,  in  order  that  they  and  their 
children  may  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
the  Britifh  government. 

That  feme  permanent  provlfion 
may  be  made  for  fuch  of  the  non- 
corarnlmoned  officers,  and  private 
foidiers,  as  have  been  di fabled,  from 
wounds,  and  from  diforders  con¬ 
tracted  in  his  majeby’s  fervice,  and 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
deceafed  officers  and  foidiers. 

That  as  a  reward  for  their  faith¬ 
ful  fervices,  the  rank  of  the  officers 
may  be  permanent  in  America,  and 
that  they  all  may  be  entitled  tahalf 
pay  upon  the  reduction  of  pt>ebr  re¬ 
giments. 

Signed  by  the  Commanding  Of¬ 
ficers  of  Fourteen  Provincial 
Corps. 

New  York,  March  14,  1783. 


F’bcfolloevi  ng  areCopies  of  Letters  from 
General  G ar  id  on  and  Admiral 
jyigby,  in  anfwcr  to  thofe  dif- 
■patebed  by  Robert  R.  Living  flon^ 
Jifj-  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs , 
,on  Arrival  of  the  Friumph  Sloop  of 
JVar ,  Lieutenant  Ducjuefne ,  frotn 
Cadiz . 

New  Torh-)  March  26,  1783. 

SIR, 

Have  received  your  letter  of  the 
24th  inbant,  inclofjng  a  refelu- 
tion  of  congrels  of  the  lame  dare, 
taken  in  confequence  of  the  arrival  of 
the  cutter  Triumph,  commanded  by 


lieutenant  Du  Quefne,  with  orders 
of  the  10th  of  February  lab,  given 
at  Cadiz  by  vice-admiral  D’Ebaing, 
for  him  to  put  to  fea,  and  cr.uife  on 
fuch  fbtions  as  he  fliall  judge  moil 
likely  to  meet  with  fhips  of  his  na¬ 
tion,  and  inform  them  of  the  happy 
reconciliation  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  and  to  order  all  their  fhips 
of  war  to  ceafe  h  oddities  again  ft 
thofe  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  preli¬ 
minary  articles  of  a  general  peace 
being  figned  the  20th  of  January. 
You  therefore  are  pleafed  to  exp  refs 
your  expectation,  that  I  would  think 
the  information  thus  conveyed, 
44  fufficiently  authentic  to  jubify  my 
44  taking  Immediate  meafures  to  flop 
44  the  farther  effulion  of  blood.’5 
For  my  own  parr,  I  have  hitherto 
abbained  from  all  h oddities ;  and 
this  conduct  I  mean  to  continue,  fo 
far  as  our  own  fecurity  would  per¬ 
mit  ;  but  how  great  feever  my  ue~ 
lire  is  to  put.  an  entire  ftop  to  the 
calamities  of  war,  and  whatever  re- 
fpedt  this  information  may  deferve, 
yet  I  do  not  find  rnyfelf  thereby 
judified  in  recommending  meafures, 
which  might  give  facility  to  the 
fleets  and  armies  menacing  any  part 
of  the  king’s  pofleffions,  to  carry 
their  hodilities  into  execution.  To 
adopt  a  meafure  of  this  importance, 
it  is  neceffary  1  diould  receive  orders 
from  home,  which  I  may  reafenably 
expedt  every  hour,  as  a  cruifer  lent 
out  on  other  purpofes  is  a!  ready  arrived 
at  Philadelphia;  and  I  allure  you,  Sir, 
I  only  wait  the  official  certainty  of 
this  great  event,  to  alTume  the  lan¬ 
guage,  and  the  fpirit  too,  of  the 
mod  perfedl  conciliation  and  peace. 

I  perceive,  Sir,  by  the  refolution 
inclofed  in  your  letter,  that  congrefs 
has  thought  fit  to  confider  this  in¬ 
formation  as  authentic,  and  there¬ 
upon  has  taken  one  confiderable  dep 
towards  the  carrying  the  terms  of 
peace  into  immediate  execution. 

Another^ 
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Another,  not  lefs  important,  I  pre- 
fume  has  been  taken,  or  is  taking. 
With  the  ceflation  of  hodilities,  I 
perceive  is  conneded,  in  the  feventh 
article  of  the  provilional  treaty,  an 
agreement,  that  “  all  prifoners,  oil 
both  tides,  (hall  be  fet  at  liberty.” 
Of  this  event,  therefore,  I  hope 
likewife  fpeedily  to  receive  the  very 
necedary  and  welcome  notice,  as  I 
(hall  find  the  highefl  fatisfadion  in 
feeing  releafed  on  all  (ides,  men 
upon  whom  the  evils  and  calamities 
of  war  have  more  peculiarly  fallen. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Guy  Car  let  on. 

Robert  R .  Living fi on*  Efq. 

New  York ,  March  2  3,  1783. 
S  I  R, 

I  Have  received  your  letter^ 
incloiing  me  the  refolve  of  con- 
grefs,  with  a  copy  of  2  letter  to  his 
excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ;  but 
as  I  have  as  yet  received  no  official 
accounts  from  England,  I  mull;  wait 
till  you  on  your  iide  relieve  our  pri¬ 
foners,  before  I  give  that  general 
relief  to  yours  I  fo  much  wifh. 
There  can  be  no  reafon  for  detain¬ 
ing  our  prifoners  one  moment,  as 
.congrefs  mud  fuppofe  the  peace 
iligned.  I  (hall  take  every  precau¬ 
tion  in  my  power,  confident  with 
my  duty,  to  dop  any  further  mid 
chief  upon  the  leas  ;  but  (hould  re¬ 
commend  the  preventing  any  ve.dels 
failing,  as  I  have  not  yet  received 
fufficient  authority  to  enable  me  to 
withdraw  my  cruifers. 

Iam,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Robert  Dig-by. 

No  Robert  Living  fl on  ^ 

Efq,  c.  dsY. 


The  following  is  the  Adclrefs  which 
was  prefented  by  the  Loyalijh  at 
P  or t  R  of  eve  ay. 

To  his  Excellency  John  Parr,  Efq. 
Captain-General  and  Governor  an 
Chief  in  and  over  his  MajedyT 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  North 
America,  Chancellor  and  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  fame,  &e,  &c. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  AiToc rated  Loy- 
alids  fettled  at  Port  Role  way. 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 

O  accept  our  cordial  congra¬ 
tulations  upon  your  laie  ar¬ 
rival  in  this  port,  and  to  exprefs  the 
fenfe  we  entertain  of  the  high, 
honour  you  have  conferred  upon 
this  infant  fettlement,  fo  happily 
begun  under  your  aufpices,  and  the 
unfpeakable  fatisfadion  which  your 
prefence  diffufes  among  all  ranks  of 
people  here. 

Your  excellency’s  penetrating  eye 
will  foon  difcover  the  improvements 
we  have  made  in  this  place;  and 
we  flatter  ourfelves  that,  when  the 
difadvantages  under  which  we  have 
laboured  are  confidered,  you  will 
honour  us  with  the  appellation  of 
an  induff rious  people,  not  unworthy 
of  your  patronage.' 

The  attention  which  your  excel¬ 
lency  has  paid  to  the  eflablifhment, 
and  the  good  intentions  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  exerting 
your  endeavours  to  render  it  perma¬ 
nent  and  flouridling,  are  highly  flat¬ 
tering  to  our  hopes  and  ambition, 
and  it  (hall  ever  be  our  ftudy  to  me¬ 
rit  your  countenance  and  protedion. 

James  Robertson-, 
James  M‘Ewen. 

Pori  Rofevoay,  July  21 ,  l  783. 

To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Am  highly  gratified  by  your  ad¬ 
drefs,  and  return  you  ray  belt  thanks 

o  for 
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for  the  favourable  fenfe  you  are 
pleafed  to  entertain  of  my  arrival  at 
Shelburne, 

I  confider  the  ipany  and  great  im¬ 
provements  which  have  already 
taken  place  in  this  infant  fettlement^ 
as  refieffing  the  high  eh  honour  on 
the  tnduflry  and  exertions  of  its  in¬ 
habitants  ;  and  the  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  its  fi- 
toadon,  having  one  of  the  bed  har¬ 
bours  in  the  world,  mu  ft  render  it 
permanent  and  fiouri filing. 

The  interefl  of  thofe  men  who 
have  fnffered  from  their  loyalty  to 
the  king,  and  attachment  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  government,  will  be  ever  dear 
to  me  :~and  I  allure  you,  gentle- 
men,  I  ftrall  have  the  high  eft  fatis- 
faffion  in  adopting  fuch  mealures  as 
fhall  contribute  to  the  eftablilhmeiit 
and  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Shel¬ 
burne. 

J.  Pare. 

Shelburne  t  July.  22,  1783.. 

To  Henry  Mowat,  Efq.  Com¬ 
mander  of  his  Majefty’s  ftiip  la 
Sophee. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  AfTociated  Lo)^- 
aii'fts  of  the  town  of  Shelburne. 

S  I  R, 

WE  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you 
on  your  return  to  this  fettlement,  the 
true  inte reft s  of  which,  we  are  happy 
in  having  the  prefent  opportunity  to 
seitiry,  have  fo  greatly  benefited  by 
your  prefence  among  us.  That  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  has  embarked  in  his  majefty’s 
Lip  under  your  command  to  vifit 
the  town  of  'Shelburne,  we  confider 
as  a  circumftance  highly  favourable 
to  our  hopes  ;  and  we  are  filled  with 
the  mod  perfect  joy,  to  fee  you  in 
2  fit  nation  to  give  his  excellency 
that  full  information  as  to  our  pre¬ 
fent  ftate  and  wants,  which  your 
extenfive  knowlege  of  us  and  our 
concerns,  of  our  pa  ft  iervices  and 


fufferings,  renders  you  fo  pomps* 
tent  to  furnifh. 

We  beg  your  acceptance  of  our 
beft  willies  tor  your  honour  and 
happinefs,  and  we  hope  that  his  ex¬ 
cellency  the  commander  in  chief  on 
this  ftation  will  be  graciou fly  pleafed 
long  to  continue  you  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  naval  concerns  of  the 
different  fettlements  of  loyalifts  in 
this  province;  an  employment,  which 
your  perfect  knowlege  of  the  coaft 
and  country  (the  refult  of  your  long 
and  faithful  Iervices)  and  your  zeal 
for  the  king’s  intereft,  fo  eminently 
qualify  you  to  difeharge,  to  your 
own  honour,  for  the  public  good, 
and  to  our  entire  fatisfaffion. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  utmoft  efteem,  refpeff,  and  gra* 
tude,  Sir, 

Your  rnoft  obedient,  &ef 
Shelburne ,  July  22,  1783. 

Captain  Mowat’s  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Nothing  can  be  more  fatisfaffory 

•Z5  a/ 

to  me,  than  to  underhand  my  con* 
duff  meets  your  approbation  ;  and  I 
can  make  no  other  return  for  the 
great  honour  you  have  done  me  by 
this  addrefs,  than  to  allure  you,  ray 
utmoft  endeavours  {hall  ever  be  ex¬ 
erted  to  promote  the  interefts  of  the 
town  of  Shelburne.  In  aftifting  his 
majefty’s  loyal  fubjedts,  who  are  now 
fettling  in  this  province,  I  claim  no 
other  merit  than  that  of  a  due  ex* 
ecution  of  admiral  Digby’s  orders, 
who  has  direffed  the  utmoft  atten¬ 
tion  to  be  paid  to  that  objeff. 

I  am  highly  flattered  by  the  di- 
ftinffion  his  excellency  governor 
Parr,  has  honoured  me  with,  in 
making  choice  of  his  majefty’s  ftiip 
under  my  command,  to  carry  him 
to  vifit  your  fettlement  ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  find  you  view  that  as  a 
circumftance  favourable  to  your 
hopes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 

fmcereft 
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'ijicercfi  wifhes  for  the  growth  and 
prbiperity  or  your  town, 

Gentlemen , 

Your  mod;  obedient. 

And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

H.  Movva.’t* 

La  Sophee ,  off  Shelburne , 

JHv  2 3>  T7^3- 


Several  Gentlemen ,  on  the  Sth  of  Au- 
gujl,  Waited  on  his  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  Chief  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Memorial ,  which  met  with 
a  m of  favourable  Reception . 

£  <7  b/j  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton , 
Knight  of  the  ?nof  honourable  Order 
of  the  Bath ,  General  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  &c. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Subfcribcrs  hum¬ 
bly  Sheweth, 

THAT  vour  memorial!  fts  hav¬ 
ing-  been  deprived  of  very  va¬ 
luable  landed  eftates,  and  conlider- 
able  perfonal  properties  without 
Sjtheir  lines,  and  being  aifo  obliged  to 
abandon  their  pofieffions  in  this  city, 
an  account  of  their  loyalty  to  their 
foverdgn,  and  attachment  to  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  and  feeinn  no 
•  profpedt  of  their  being  reinftated, 
had  determined  to  remove  with  their 
f  families,  and  fettle  in  his  maje fly’s 
}  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the 
terms  which  they  underhood  were 
held  out  equally  to  all  his  majefty’s 
perfecuted  fubjebls. 

That  your  memorialifts  are  much 
alarmed  at  an  application  which  thev 
are  informed  fifty-five  perfons  have 
i  joined  in  to  yo u r  excel lency,  foliciting 
a  recommendation  for  t rafts  of  land 
in  that  province,  amounting  together 
to  two  hundred  and  feventy-five 
thoufand  acres  ;  and  that  they  have 
difpatehed  forward  agents  to  furvey 
)  the  unlocated  lands,  and  feiedf  the 
moft  fertile  fpots,  and  defirable  ii- 
tuations* 
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That,  chagrined  as  your  memori- 
alifis  are  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
late  conteft  has  been  terminated,  and 
difappointed  as  they  find  themlelves' 
in  being  left  to  the  lenity  of  their 
enemies,  on  the  dubious  recommen¬ 
dation  of  their  leaders,  they  yet 
hoped  to  find  an  afylura-  under  Bri- 
tifh  protedUon,  little  iufpedting  there 
could  be  found  amongft  their  fellow 
f  offerers,  perions  ungenerous  enough 
to  attempt  engroffing  to  themlelves 
fo  dil proportionate  a  fiiare  of  what 
government  allotted  for  their  com¬ 
mon  benefit,  and  fo  different  from 
the  original  propofals. 

I  hat  your  memorialifts  apprehend 
fome  mi  frep  refen  rations  have  been 
ufed  to  procure  fuch  extraordinary 
recommendations,  the  applications 
for  which  have  been  mofl  ftudionfiy 
concealed,  until  now  that  they  boaff 
its  being  too  late  to  prevent  the  e£- 
fedh  Nor  does  it  lefien  your  me- 
morialifts  iurprize  to  obferve,  that 
the  perfons  concerned  (feveral  of 
whom  are  going  to  Britain)  are  inoft 
of  them  in  eafy  circum ft aiices,  and, 
with  fome  exceptions,  more  diftin- 
guiftied  by  the  repeated  favours  of 
government,  than  by  either  the 
greatnefs  of  their  bufferings  or  the 
importance  of  their  Cervices. 

I  nat  your  memoralifts  cannot 
hut  regard  the  grants  in  queftion,  if 
carried  into  effedt,  as  amounting 
nearly  to  a  total  exclufion  of  them- 
feives  and  families,  who,  if  they  be¬ 
come  fettlers,  muft  either  content 
themfelvgs  and  families  with  barren 
or  remote  lands,  or  fubrnit  to  be  te¬ 
nants  of  thole,  moll  of  whom  they 
confider  as  their  fuperiors  in  nothing 
but  deeper  art  and  keener  policy— 
Thus  circumftanced, 

Your  memorialifts  humbly  implore 
tedrefs  from  your  excellency,  and 
that  enquiry  be  made  into  their  ref- 
pcdtive  loftes,  Cervices,  fituations, 
and  bufferings  j  and  if  your  memo¬ 
rialifts 
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rialifts  fhall  be  found  equally  entitled 
to  the  favour  and  protection  of  go¬ 
vernment  with  the  former  applicants 
* — that  they  may  be  all  put  on  an 
equal  footing ;  but  fhould  thole  who 
firft  applied,  be  found,  on  a  fair  and 
candid  enquiry,  more  deferring 
than  your  memorialifts,  then  your 
memorialifts  humbly  requeft,  that 
the  locating  their  extenfive  grants 
may  at  lead  be  pofiponed,  until 
your  memorialifts  have  taken  up  fuch 
fmall  portions  as  may  be  allotted  to 
them. 

And  your  memorialifts, 

As  in  duty  bound, 

Shall  ever  pray,  &c. 
NeVJ-Tork ,  Aug*  15, 

1783. 

*  fk  The  memorial  was  figned  by 
fix  hundred  and  thirty. 

His  Excellency  s  Anjwer  ‘was  to  the 
following  Ejjcdl, 

That  his  excellency,  within  thefe 
few  days,  has  had  reafon  to  believe, 
that  no  one  perfon  will  obtain  a 
larger  grant  of  lands  in  Nova  Scotia, 
than  one  thoufand  acres— -That  the 
power  of  ifiuing  patents  for  lands 
there,  refides  folely  in  the  governor, 
to  whom  his  excellency  will  imme¬ 
diately  forward  the  memorial  ; 
which,  he  apprehends,  will  arrive 
before  patents  can  be  made  out  for 
the  trad  of  land  mentioned  in  it — . 
And  that  it  was  his  opinion,  no  per- 
fons  fhould  be  allowed  to  take  up 
lands  in  that  province  but  thole  who 
mean  to  relide  there,  till  the  ioyal- 
ifts  are  firft  ferved  ;  and  that  his  ex¬ 
cellency  will  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  for  the  memorialifts,  and  be¬ 
lieves  they  will  have  no  c a ufe  to 
complain. 

The  committee  were  alfo  inform¬ 
ed  from  the  moft  refpedable  autho¬ 
rity,  tha\  the  report  ot  all  the  lands 
being  occupied  about  Port  Rofeway, 
is  groundlefs.  Governor  Parr,  who 
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is  extremely  felicitous  to  do  juft  ice 
to  every  individual,  having  made  a, 
referve  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
land  there,  for  the  accommodation 
of  thofe  loyalifts  who  ftill  propofe 
to  embark  for  that  place. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  fro?n  his  Excellen¬ 
cy  Sir  Guy  Carlctan^  Baronet , 
c.  &c,  to  the  P  ref  dent  of  the 
American  Congrefs, 

New-Tork ,  Aug,  17th,  1783. 

SIR, 

HE  June  packet  lately  arrived, 
has  brought  me  final  orders 
for  the  evacuation  of  this  place  ;  be 
pleafed,  fir,  to  inform  congrefs  of 
this  proof  of  the  perfeverance  of  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  pa¬ 
cific  fyftem  expreffed  by  the  provi- 
fional  articles,  and  that  I  fhall  lofe 
no  time,  as  far  as  depends  upon  me, 
in  fulfilling  his  majefty’s  commands. 

But  notwithftanding  my  orders 
are  urgent  to  accelerate  the  total  eva¬ 
cuation,  the  difficulty  of  afiigning 
the  precife  period  for  this  event  is 
of  late  greatly  increased. 

My  correfpondence  with  general 
Wafliington,  governor  Clinton,  ahd 
Mr.  Livingfton  (your  late  fecretary 
for  foreign  affairs)  early  fuggefteft 
the  impediments,  tending  to  retard 
this  fervice.  A  letter  to  Mr.  Liv- 
ingfton  of  6th  of  April,  two  more  to 
general  Wafliington  of  the  10th  of 
May  and  icth  of  June,  with  fevcral 
to  governor  Clinton,  ftating  many 
hoftile  proceedings  within  the  fpbere 
of  his  authority,  are  thofe  to  which 
I  refer  ;  copies  of  fome  of  thefe  let¬ 
ters  I  enclofe,  though  I  am  doubtlefs 
to  prefume,  the  congrefs  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  all  tranfadtions  material 
to  the  general  diredlion  of  their  af¬ 
fairs. 

The  violence  in  the  Americans, 

which 
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which  brake  out  loan  after  the  cef- 
fation  of  hodilities,  increafed  the 
number  of  their  countrymen  to  look 
to  me  for  efcape  from  threatened  de- 
ffruffion  ;  but  theie  terrors  have  of 
late  been  fo  confiderablv  augmented, 
that  almob  all  within  theie  lines 
conceive  the  fafety  both  of  their  pro¬ 
perty  and  of  their  lives,  depend 
upon  their  being  removed  by  me, 
which  renders  it  impoffible  to  fay 
when  the  evacuation  can  be  com¬ 
pleted.  Whether  they  have  juft 
ground  to  adert,  that  there  is  either 
no  government  within  your  limits 
for  common  protection,  or  that  it 
tecretly  favours  the  committee  in 
the  fove  reign  tv  they  aiiume,  and  are 
actually  exerddng,  I  fhall  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  determine ;  but  as  the  daily 
gazettes  and  publications  furnifh  re¬ 
peated  proofs,  not  only  of  a  difre- 
gard  to  the  articles  of  peace,  but  as 
barbarous  menaces  from  committees 
formed  in  various  towns,  cities,  and 
didridts,  and  even  at  Philadelphia, 
the  very  place  which  the  congrefs 
had  chofeu  for  their  refidence,  I 
fhould  fhevv  an  indifference  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  as  well  as  to 
the  honour  and  interefc  of  the  na¬ 
tion  whom  I  ferve,  to  leave  any 
of  the  loyalids  that  are  defirous  to 
quit  the  country,  a  prey  to  the  vi¬ 
olence  they  conceive  they  have  fo 
much  caufe  to  apprehend. 

The  congress  will  hence  difeern 
how  much  it  will  depend  on  them- 
felves  and  the  fubordinate  legilla- 
tures,  to  facilitate  the  fervice  I  am 
commanded  to  perform,  by  abating 
the  fears  they  will  hereby  diminifh 
the  number  of  the  emigrants.  But 
Uhould  thefe  fears  continue  and  com¬ 
pel  inch  multitudes  to  remove,  I 
fhall  hold  myfelf  acquitted  from 
every  delay  in  the  fulfilling  my  or¬ 
ders  and  the  confequences  which 
may  refult  therefrom  ;  and  I  can¬ 
not  avoid,  adding,  that  it  makes  no  , 


fnlall  part  of  my  concern,  that  the 
congrefs  have  thought  proper  to  fttf- 
pend  to  this  late  hour,  recommen¬ 
dations  dipulatedby  the  treaty,  and’ 
in  the  punctual  performance  of 
which,  the  king  and  his  miniders 
have  expreffed  filch  entire  confi¬ 
dence. 

I  am,  fir,  your  excellency’s 
Mod  obedient,  and 
Mod  humble  fervant, 

Guy  Carle to#* 

.  . 

His  excellency  Ellas  Bondi  not ,  efy 


A  circular  Letter  froni  his  ExeUmy 
George  W aflhngtbn \  Commander  m 
chief  of  the  Armies ,  of  the  United' 
States  of  America,'  dated  ‘June  i8* 

!7g3- 

Head-Quarters ,  Newburgh,  Junt 

1 8th,  i  782. 

S  I  R, 

r|  'HE  great  objedl  for  .  which  I 
1  had  the  honour  to  hold  and 
appointment  in  the  fervice  of  my 
country,  being  accompli  died,  I  am 
now  preparing  to  redgn  it  into  the 
hands  of  congrefs,  and  return  to 
that  domedic  retirement,  which,  it 
is  well  known,  I  left  with  the  great- 
ed  reludfance ;  a  retirement  for 
which  I  have  never  ceafed  to  figh 
through  a  long  and  painful  abfenee* 
in  which  (remote  from  the  noife 
and  trouble  of  the  world)  I  meditate 
to  pafs  the  remainder  of  life  in  a 
date  of  undidurbed  repofe  :  but,  be¬ 
fore  I  carry  this  refolution  into  ef¬ 
fect,  I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on  me  to  make  this  my  lad  official 
communication,  to  congratulate  you 
on  the  glorious  events  which  heaven 
has  been  pleated  to  produce  in  our 
favour,  to  offer  my  fentiments  re- 
fpedling  fome  important  fubjedts, 
which  appear  to  me.  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  tranquillity  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  my  leave,  of 

your 
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your  excellency  as  a  public  charac¬ 
ter,  and  to  give  my  final  bleffing  to 
that  country  in  whofe  fervice  I  have 
fpent  the  prime  of  my  life  ;  for 
whofe  fake  I  have  confumed  fo  many 
anxious  days  and  watchful  nights  ; 
and  whofe  happinefs,  being  extreme¬ 
ly  dear  to  me,  will  always  conftitute 
no  inconfiderable  part  of  my  own. 

Impreffed  with  the  liveliefi:  fenfi- 
bility  on  this  pleafing  occafion,  1 
will  claim  the  indulgence  of  dilating 
the  more  copioufiy  on  the  fuhject  of 
our  mutual  felicitation.  When  we 
confider  the  magnitude  of  the  prize 
we  contended  for,  the  doubtful  na¬ 
ture  of  the  conteft,  and  the  favour¬ 
able  manner  in  which  it  has  termi¬ 
nated  ;  we  ffiall  find  the  greateft  pof- 
lible  reafon  for  gratitude  and  rejoic¬ 
ing  :  this  is  a  theme  that  will  afford 
infinite  delight  to  every  benevolent 
and  liberal  mind,  whether  the  event 
in  contemplation  be  confidered  as 
a  fource  of  prefent  enjoyment,  or 
the  parent  of  future  happinefs  ;  and 
we  firall  have  equal  occafion  to  feli¬ 
citate  ourfelves  on  the  lot  which  Pro¬ 
vidence  hasaffigned  us,  whether  we 
view  it  in  a  natural,  a  political,  or 
moral  point  of  view. 

The  citizens  of  America,  placed 
in  the  mod  enviable  condition,  as  the 
foie  lords  and  proprietors  of  a  vaft 
trail  of  continent,  comprehending 
all  the  various  foils  and  climates  of 
the  world,  and  abounding  with  all 
the  neceflaries  and  conveniences  of 
life,  are  now%  by  the  late  fatisfac- 
tory  pacification,  acknovvleged  to  be 
pofiefled  of  abfolute  freedom,  and 
independency  ;  they  are  from  this 
period  to  be  confidered  as  the  aifors 
on  a  moft  confpicuous  theatre,  which 
feems  to  be  peculiarly  defigned  by 
Providence  for  the  difplay  of  human 
greatnefs  and  felicity  :  here  they  are 
not  only  lurrounded  with  every 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  private  and  domefiic  en- 
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joyment,  but  heaven  has  crowned 
all  its  other  bleifings,  by  giving  a 
furer  opportunity  for  political  hap¬ 
pinefs,  than  any  other  nation  has 
ever  been  favoured  with.  Nothing 
can  illufirate  thefe  obfervations  more 
forcibly  than  a  recolle&ion  of  the 
happy  conjundture  of  times  and  cir- 
cumftances,  under  which  our  Re¬ 
public  afiumed  its  rank  among  the 
nations.  The  foundation  of  our 
empire  was  not  laid  in  a  gloomy  age 
of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  but  at 
an  epocha  when  the  rights  of  man¬ 
kind  were  better  underftood  and 
more  clearly  defined,  than  at  any 
former  period :  refearches  of  the 
human  mind  after  focial  happinefs 
have  been  carried  to  a  great  extent  : 
the  treafures  of  knowlege  acquired 
bythe  labours  of  philofophers,  fages, 
and  legillators,  through  a  long  fuc- 
cefiion  of  years,  are  laid  open  for 
ufe,  and  their  collected  wifdom  may 
be  happily  applied  in  the  efiablifii- 
ment  of  oitr  forms  of  government : 
the  free  cultivation  of  letters,  the 
unbounded  extenfion  of  commerce, 
the  progreffive  refinement  of  man¬ 
ners,  the  growing  liberality  of  fen- 
timent,  and,  above  all,  the  pure 
and  benign  light  of  revelation,  have 
had  a  meliorating  influence  on  man¬ 
kind,  and  increafed  the  bleifings  of 
fociety.  At  this  aufpicious  period 
the  United  States  came  into  exiftence 
as  a  nation,  and  if  their  citizens 
fhould  not  be  completely  free  and 
happy,  the  fault  will  be  entirely 
their  own. 

Such  is  our  fituation,  and  fuch 
are  our  profpedls  ;  but  notwithftand- 
ingthe  cup  of  bleffing  is  thus  reach¬ 
ed  out  to  us,  notwithftanding  hap¬ 
pinefs  is  ours,  if  we  have  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  feize  the  occafion,  and  make 
it  our  own ;  yet  it  appears  to  me, 
there  is  an  option  Hill  left  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  whether 
they  will  be  refpe&able  and  prolper- 
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Cits,  Or  contemptible  and  miferable 
as  a  nation  ;  this  is  the  time  of  their 
political  probation  ;  this  is  the  mo¬ 
ment,  when  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world  are  turned  upon  them ;  this 
is  the  moment  to  effablifh  or  ruin 
their  national  character  for  ever  ; 
this  is  the  favourable  moment  to 
give  fuel!  a  tone  to  the  federal  go¬ 
vernment,  as  will  enable  it  to  an° 
fwer  the  ends  of  its  inftitution  ;  or 
this  may  be  the  ill-fated  moment  for 
relaxing'  the  powers  of  the  union, 
annihilating  the  cement  of  the  con¬ 
federation,  and  expofing  us  to  be¬ 
come  the  fport  of  European  politics, 
which  may  play  one  date  againlf  an¬ 
other,  to  prevent  their  growing  im¬ 
portance,  and  to  ferve  their  own  in- 
lerefted  purpofes.  For,  according  to 
the  fyfteni  of  policy  the  States  fhall 
adopt  at  this  moment,  they  will 
ffand  or  fall  j— and,  by  their  confir¬ 
mation  or  lapfe,  it  is  yet  to  be  de¬ 
cided,  whether  the  revolution  mud 
ultimately  be  confidered  as  a  bleif- 
ing  or  a  curfe  j — a  bleffing  or  a 
curie,  not  to  the  prefent  age  alone, 
for  with  our  fate  will  the  deftiny  of 
unborn  millions  be  involved. 

With  this  convidtion  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  prefeiit  crifis,  filence 
in  me  would  be  a  crime  ;  I  will 
therefore  fpeak  to  your  excellency 
the  language  of  freedom  and  fin- 
cerity,  without  difguife.  1  am  aware, 
however,  thole  who  differ  from  me 
in  political  ientiments,  may,  per¬ 
haps,  remark,  1  am  ftepping  out  of 
the  proper  line  of  my  duty  ;  and 
they  may  poffihly  aferibe  to  arro¬ 
gance  or  oflentation,  what  I  know 
is  alone  the  refult  of  the  pureft  in¬ 
tention  ;  but  the  redlitude  of  my 
own  heart,  which  difdains  fuch  un¬ 
worthy  motives  ;  the  part  I  have 
hitherto  adled  in  life,  the  determi¬ 
nation  I  have  formed  of  not  taking 
any  fhare  in  public  bufinefs  hereaf¬ 
ter  ;  the  ardent  defire  I  fed  and 
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fhall  continue  to  manifeff,  of  quietly 
enjoying  in  private  life,  after  all  the 
toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  wife 
and  liberal  government,  will,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf,  fooner  or  later,  convince 
my  countrymen,  that  I  could  have 
no  fmiffer  views  in  delivering,  with 
fo  little  referve,  the  opinions  con- 
tained  in  this  addrefs. 

There  are  four  things  which  I 
humbly  conceive  are  effential  to  the 
well  being,  I  may  even  venture  to 
fay,  to  the  exiffence  of  the  United 
States,  as  an  independent  power. 

iff.  An  indiffoluble  union  of  the 
States  under  one  federal  head. 

adly.  A  facred  regard  to  public 
juftice, 

3dlyi  The  adoption  of  a  proper 
peace  eftablifhment.  And, 

4thly.  The  prevalence  of  that 
pacific  and  friendly  difpofition 
among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  induce  them  to 
forget  their  local  prejudices  and  po¬ 
licies,  to  make  thole  mutual  conceff* 
lions  which  are  requisite  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  profperity,  and,  in  fome  in- 
ffances,  to  facrifice  their  individual 
advantages  to  the  intereff  of  the 
community. 

Thefe  are  the  pillars  on  which 
the  glorious  fabric  of  our  indepen¬ 
dency  and  national  charadler  muff; 
be  fupported.  Liberty  is  the  bafts 
—•and  whoever  would  dare  to  fap 
the  foundation,  or  overturn  the 
ftfuclure,  under  whatever  fpeciousi 
pretexts  he  may  attempt  it,  will 
merit  the  bittereft  execration,  and 
the  fevereft  punifhment,  which  can 
be  inflidted  by  his  injured  country. 

On  the  three  firft  articles  I  will 
make  a  few  obfervations,  leaving 
the  iaft  to  the  good  fenfe  and  ferious 
confideration  eff  thofe  immediately 
concerned  • 

Under  the  firff  head,  although  k 
may  not  be  neceffary  or  proper  for 
me  in  this  place  to  enter  into  a  par- 
(K)  ticular 
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tkutar  difquifition  of  the  principles 
of  the  union,  and  to  take  up  the 
great  queftion  which  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  agitated,  w  hether  it  be  ex¬ 
pedient  and  requifite  for  the  States 
to  delegate  a  large  proportion  of 
power  to  congrefs,  or  hot  ;  yet  it 
will  be  a  part  of  my  duty,  and  that 
of  every  true  patriot,  to  afiert,  with¬ 
out  referve,  and  to  inliffc  upon  the 
following  pofitions.  That  unlefs 
the  States  will  buffer  congrefs  to  ex- 
ercife  thofe  prerogatives  they  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  inverted  with  by  the  con- 
llitution,  every  thing  murt  very  ra¬ 
pidly  tend  to  anarchy  and  confufion. 
That  it  is  indtfpenfible  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  individual  States,  that 
there  fhould  be  lodged,  fomewhere, 
a  fupreme  power,  to  regulate  and 
govern  the  general  concerns  of  the 
confederated  republic,  without  which 
the  union  cannot  be  of  long  dura¬ 
tion. 

That  there  murt  be  a  faithful  and 
pointed  compliance  on  the  part  of 
every  State  with  the  late  propofals 
and  demands  of  congrefs,  or  the 
moft  fatal  confequences  will  enfue. 
That  whatever  meafures  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  diffolve  the  union,  or  con¬ 
tribute  to  violate  or  leflen  the  fove- 
reign  authority,  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  hoftile  to  the  liberty  and 
independency  of  America,  and  the 
authors  of  them  treated  according¬ 
ly.  And  lattly,  that  unlefs  we  can 
be  enabled  by  the  concurrence  of 
the  States  to  participate  of  the  fruits 
of  the  revolution,  and  enjoy  the  ef- 
fential  benefits  of  civil  fociety,  un¬ 
der  a  form  of  government  l'o  free 
and  uncorrupted,  fo  happily  guard¬ 
ed  againfi;  the  danger  of  oppreffion, 
as  has  been  deviled  and  adopted  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  it  will 
be  a  fubjeCt  of  regret,  that  fo  much 
blood  and  treafure  have  been  lavifh- 
ed  for  no  purpofe  ;  that  fo  many  buf¬ 
ferings  have  been  encountered  with- 
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out  a  compenfation,  and  that  fo 
many  iacrifices  have  been  made  in 
vain.  Many  other  confideratiens 
might  here  be  adduced  to  prove, 
that  without  an  entire  conformity  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  union,  we  cannot 
exift  as  an  independent  power.  It 
will  be  fufficient  for  my  purpofe  to 
mention  but  one  or  two,  which  feem 
to  me  of  the  greateft  importance.  It 
is  only  in  our  united  character,  as 
an  empire,  that  our  independence  is 
acknowleged,  that  our  power  can 
be  regarded,  or  our  credit  fupported 
among  foreign  nations.  1  he  trea¬ 
ties  of  the  European  powers,  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  will 
have  no  validity  on  the  di Ablution 
of  the  union.  We  fhali  be  left 
nearly  in  a  rtate  of  nature  ;  or  we 
may  find  by  our  own  unhappy  ex¬ 
perience,  that  there  is  a  natural  and 
neceiTary  progrefiion  from  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  anarchy  to  the  extreme  of 
tyranny  ;  and  that  arbitrary  power 
is  molt  ealily  ertablifhedon  the  ruins 
of  liberty  abuled  to  licentioufnefs. 

As  to  the  fecond  article,  which 
refpeCts  the  performance  of  public 
juftice,  congrefs  have,  in  their  late 
addrefs  to  the  United  States,  almoft 
exhatifted  the  fubjeCt  ;  they  have 
explained  their  ideas  fo  fully,  and 
have  enforced  the  obligations  the 
States  are  under  to  render  complete 
juftice  to  all  the  public  creditors^ 
with  fo  much  dignity  and  energy, 
that  in  my  opinion,  no  real  friend 
to  the  honour  and  independency  of 
America  can  liefitate  a  fingle  mo¬ 
ment  refpeCting  the  propriety  of  com¬ 
plying  with  the  juft  and  honourable 
ineafures  propofed  ;  if  their  argu¬ 
ments  do  not  produce  conviction,  I 
know  of  nothing  that  will  have 
greater  influence,  efpecially  when 
we  reflect  that  the  fyftem  referred  to, 
being  the  refult  of  the  collected  wif- 
dom  of  the  continent,  murt  be  ef- 
teenied,  if  not  perfect,  certainly  the 
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lea  ft  objectionable  of  any  that  could 
be  deviled  ;  and  that,  it  it  (hall  not 
be  carried  into  immediate  execu¬ 
tion,  a  national  bankruptcy,  with 
all  its  deplorable  confequences,  will 
take  place,  before  any  different  plan 
can  poffibly  be  propofed  or  adopt¬ 
ed';  lb  prefting  are  the  prelent  cir- 
cumftances,  and  fuch  is  the  alter¬ 
native  now  offered  to  the  States* 

The  ability  of  the  country  to 
difcharge  the  debts,  which  have 
been  incurred  in  its  defence,  is  not 
to  be  doubted.  An  inclination,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  will  not  be  wanting ; 
the  path  of  our  duty  is  plain  before 
us  ;  honefty  will  be  found  on  every 
experiment,  to  be  the  beft  and  only 
true  policy.  Let  us  then,  as  a  na¬ 
tion,  be  juft;  let  us  fulfil  the  pub¬ 
lic  contracts  which  congrefs  had 
undoubtedly  a  right  to  make  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
with  the  fame  good  faith  we  iup- 
pofe  ourfelves  bound  to  perform  our 
private  engagements.  In  the  mean 
time  let  an  attention  to  the  chear- 
ful  performance  of  their  proper  bu- 
linefs,  as  individuals,  and  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  fbciety,  be  earneftly  incul¬ 
cated  on  the  citizens  of  America ; 
then  will  they  flrengthen  the  bands 
of  government,  and  be  happy  un¬ 
der  its  protedlion.  Every  one  will 
reap  the  fruit  of  his  labours ;  every 
one  will  enjoy  his  own  acquifitions, 
without  moleftation  and  without 
danger. 

Jn  this  date  of  abfolute  freedom 
and  perfect  fecurity,  who  will 
grudge  to  yield  a  very  little  of  his 
property  to  fupport  the  common 
interefts  of  fociety,  and  enfure  the 
protection  of  government?  Who 
does  not  remember  the  frequent 
declarations  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  that  we  fhould  be 
completely  fatisfied,  if  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  one  half,  we  could  defend 
the  remainder  of  our  pollcilions  ? 


,  Where  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who 
wiflies  to  remain  indebted  for  the 
defence  of  his  own  peribn  and  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  exertions,  the  bravery, 
and  the  blood  of  others,  without 
making  one  generous  effort  to  pay 
the  debt  of  honour  and  of  grati¬ 
tude  ?  In  what  part  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  fliall  we  find  any  man,  or  bo¬ 
dy  of  men,  who  would  not  blufhto 
Hand  up,  and  propofe  meafures  pur- 
pofely  calculated  to  rob  the  foldier 
of  his  ilipend,  and  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor  of  his  due  ?  And  were  it  pof- 
fible  that  fuch  a  flagrant  inftance  of 
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injuftice  could  ever  happen,  would 
it  not  excite  the  general  indigna¬ 
tion,  and  tend  to  bring  down,  up¬ 
on  the  authors  of  fuch  meafures, 
the  aggravated  vengeance  of  heaven? 
If,  after  all,  a  fpirit  of  difunion, 
or  a  temper  of  obftinacy  and  per- 
verfenefs  fhould  manifeft:  itfelf  in 
any  of  the  ftates ;  if  fuch  an  un¬ 
gracious  difpofition  fhould  attempt 
to  fruftrate  all  the  happy  effedfs  that 
might  be  expedited  to  flow  from  the 
union  ;  if  there  fhould  be  a  refufal 
to  comply  with  the  requifitions  for 
funds  to  difcharge  the  annual  inte- 
refl  of  the  public  debts,  and  if  that 
refufal  fhould  revive  all  thofe  jea- 
loufies,  and  produce  all  thofe  evils 
which  are  now  happily  removed, 
congrefs,  who  have  in  all  their 
tranfadfions  fliewn  a  great  degree 
of  magnanimity  and  juflice,  will, 
ftand  juftified  in  the  fight  of  God 
and  man  !  And  that  hate  alone, 
which  puts  itfelf  in  oppofition  to 
the  aggregate  wifdom  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  and  follows?  fuch  miftakcn  and 
pernicious  councils,  will  be  refpon- 
liblc  for  all  the  confequences. 

For  my  own  part,  confcious  of 
having  adted  while  a  fervant  of  the 
public,  in  the  manner  I  conceived 
beft  fuited  to  promote  the  real  inte-* 
refts  of  my  country  ;  having,  in  con- 
fequence  of  my  fixed  belief,  in  fomq 
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meafure,  pledged  myfelf  to  the  ar- 
3iiy,  that  their  country  would  final¬ 
ly  do  them  complete  and  ample  juf- 
tice,  and  not  willing  to  conceal  any 
inftance  of  my  official  condud  from 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  tranfmit  to  your  excel¬ 
lency  the  inclofed  colledion  of  pa¬ 
pers, .  relative  to  the  half-pay  and 
commutation  granted  by  congrefs 
to  the  officers  of  the  army  :  from 
tbele  communications,  my  decided 
fentiment  will  be  clearly  compre¬ 
hended,  together  with  the  conclu- 
hve  reafons,  which  induced  me  at 
an  early  period,  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  this  meafure  in  the  mofl 
earned:  and  ferious  manner.  As  the 
proceedings  of  congrefs,  the  army, 
and  myfelf,  are  open  to  all,  and 
contain,  in  my  opinion,  f'ufficient 
information  to  remove  the  preju¬ 
dice  and  errors  which  may  have  been 
entertained  by  any,  1  think  It  un* 
necedary  to  fay  any  thing  more, 
than  juft  to  obferve,  that  the  refo- 
lutions  of  congrefs,  now  alluded  to, 
are  as  undoubtedly  and  abfolutely 
binding  upon  the  United  States,  as 
the  mofl  folemn  a£ts  of  confedera¬ 
tion  or  legiflation. 

As  to  the  idea,  which  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  has  in  feme  inflances  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  the  half-pay  and  com¬ 
mutation  are  to  be  regarded  merely 
in  the  odious  light  of  a  penfion,  it 
ought  to  be  exploded  for  ever :  that 
provilion  ihould  be  viewed,  .as  it 
really  was,  a  reafonabie  compenfa- 
tion  offered  by  congrefs,  at  a  time 
when  they  had  nothing  elfe  to  give 
to  officers  of  the  army,  for  fervices 
then  to  be  performed  j  it  was  the 
only  means  to  prevent  a  total  dere¬ 
liction  of  the  fervice  :  it  was  a  part 
of  their  hire.  I  may  be  allowed  to 
fay,  it  was  the  price  of  their  blood, 
and'  of  your  independency  ;  it  is 
therefore  more  than  a  common  debt, 
it  is  a  debt  of  honour  ;  it  can  never 
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be  confidered  as  a  penfion  or  gra¬ 
tuity,  nor  cancelled  until  it  is  fairly 
difebarged. 

With  regard  to  the  diffindion 
between  officers  and  foldiers,  it  is 
iufficient  that  the  uniform  experi¬ 
ence  of  every  nation  of  the  world, 
combined  with  our  own,  proves  the 
utility  and  propriety  of  the  dil cri¬ 
mination.  Rewards  in  proportion 
to  the  aid  the  public  draws  from 
them,  are  unqueftionably  due  to  all 
its  fervants.  In  fome  lines,  the 
foldiers  have  perhaps  generally  had 
as  ample  compenfation  for  their  fer¬ 
vices,  by  the  large  bounties  which 
have  been  paid  them,  as  their  offi¬ 
cers  will  receive  in  the  propofed 
commutation ;  in  others,  if  belides 
the  donation  of  land,  the  payment 
of  arrearages  of  clothing  and  wages 
(in  which  articles  all  the  compon¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  army  muft  be  put 
upon  the  fame  footing)  we  take  into 
the  eftimate,  the  bounties  many  of 
the  foldiers  have  received,  and  the 
gratuity  of  one  year’s  full  pay? 
which  is  promifed  to  ail,  poffibly 
their  fituation  (every  circumfhmce 
being  duly  confidered)  will  not  be 
deemed  lefs  eligible  than  that  of  the 
officers.  Should  a  farther  reward, 
however,  be  judged  equitable,  I 
will  venture  to  albert,  no  man  will 
enjoy  greater  fatisfadion  than  my¬ 
felf,  an  exemption  from  taxes  for  a 
limited  time  (which  has  been  peti¬ 
tioned  for  in  fome  inflances)  or  any 
other  adequate  immunity  or  com¬ 
penfation  granted  to  the  brave  de¬ 
fenders  of  their  country’s  caufe:  but 
neither  the  adoption  or  rejection  of 
this  proportion  will,  in  any  manner 
affed,  much  lefs  militate  agaiiilt  the 
ad  of  congrefs,  by  which  they  have 
offered  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of 
of  the  half  pay  for  life,  which  had 
been  before  promifed  to  the  officers 
of  the  army. 

Before  I  conclude-  the  fubjed  on 
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public  juffice,  I  cannot  omit  to  men¬ 
tion  the  obligations  this  country  is 
under  fo  that  meritorious  clafs  of 
veterans,  the  non-com miffioned  offi¬ 
cers  and  privates,  who  have  been 
ffifcharged  for  inability,  in  conie- 
quence  of  the  refolufton  of  congrefs, 
of  the  23d  of  April,  1782,  on  an 
annual  pen  lion  for  life:  their  pecu¬ 
liar  bufferings,  their  lingular  merits 
and  claims  to  that  provifion  need 
only  to  be  known,  to  intereft  the 
feelings  of  humanity  in  their  behalf: 

1  nothing  but  a  punctual  payment  of 
their  annual  allowance  can  refeue 
them  from  the  moll  complicated  mi- 
fery  :  and  nothing  could  be  a  more 
melancholy  and  diffreffing  fight, 
than  to  behold  thofe  who  have  filed 
their  blood,  or  loft  their  limbs  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  without  a 
fhelter,  without  a  friend,  and  with¬ 
out  the  means  of  obtaining  any  of  the 
comforts  or  neceffaries  of  life,  com¬ 
pelled  to  beg  their  daily  bread  from 
door  to  door.  Suffer  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  thofe  of  this  defeription,  be¬ 
longing  to  your  State,  to  the  warm¬ 
ed  patronage  of  your  excellency  and 
your  iegiflature. 

It  is  neceffary  to  fay  but  a  few 
words  on  the  third  topic  which  was 
propofed,  and  which  regards  par¬ 
ticularly  the  defence  of  the  republic. 
As  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  con¬ 
grefs  will  recommend  a  proper  peace 
effablifhment  for  the  United  States, 
in  which  a  due  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  importance  of  placing  the 
militia  of  the  union  upon  a  regular 
and  refpe&able  footing ;  if  this  fhould 
be  the  cafe,  I  fhould  beg  leave  to 
urge  the  great  advantage  of  it  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms. 

The  militia  of  this  country  muff 
be  confidered  as  the  palladium  of 
our  feotirity,  and  the  firff  effectual 
refort  in  cafe  of  hoftility  :  it  is  effen- 
tial,  therefore,  that  the  fame  lyftem 
fhould  pervade  the  whole ;  that  the 
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formation  and  difeipline  of  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  the  continent  fhould  be  ab- 
folutely  uniform  ;  and  that  the  fame 
fpecies  of  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
military  apparatus,  fhould  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  No  one,  who  has  not  learn¬ 
ed  it  from  experience,  can  conceive 
the  difficulty,  expence,  and  con- 
fufion  which  refult  from  a  contrary 
fyftem,  or  the  vague  arrangements 
which  have  hitherto  prevailed. 

If,  in  treating  of  political  points, 
a  greater  latitude  than  ufuai  has 
been  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  adr 
drefs,  the  importance  of  the  crifis, 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  objects  in 
difeuffion,  muff  be  my  apology:  it 
is,  however,  neither  my  wifh  nor 
expectation,  that  the  preceding  ob- 
fervations  fhould  claim  any  regard, 
except  fo  far  as  they  fhall  appear  to 
be  dictated  by  a  good  intention  : 
confonant  to  the  immutable  rules  of 
juffice;  calculated  to  produce  a  li¬ 
beral  fyffern  of  policy,  and  founded 
on  whatever  experience  may  have 
been  acquired  by  a  long  and  clofe 
attention  to  public  bufinefs.  Here 
I  might  fpeak  with  more  confidence, 
from  my  acfual  obfervations ;  and 
if  it  would  not  fwell  this  letter  (al¬ 
ready  too  prolix)  beyond  the  bounds 
I  had  preferibed  myfelf,  I  could  de¬ 
ni  on  lira  te  to  every  mind,  open  to 
convidlion,  that  in  lets  time,  and 
with  much  lefs  expence  than  has 
been  incurred,  the  war  might  have 
been  brought  to  the  fame  happv 
concluffon,  if  the  refources  of  the 
continent  could  have  been  properly 
called  forth  ;  that  the  diftreffes  and 
difappointments  which  have  very 
often  occurred,  have,  in  too  many 
inffances,  relulted  more  from  a  want 
of  energy  in  the  continental  govern¬ 
ment,  than  a  deficiency  of  means  in 
the  particular  States  :  that  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  meafures,  arifing  from 
the  want  of  an  adequate  authority 
(K  3)  ia 
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in  the  Cupreine  power,  from  a  par¬ 
tial  compliance  with  the  requifitions 
of  congrefs  in  Come  of  the  States,  and 
from  a  failure  of  punctuality  in 
others,  while  they  tended  to  damp 
the  zeal  of  thole  who  were  more 
willing  to  exert  themfelves,  ferved 
alfo  to  accumulate  the  expences  ol 
the  war,  and  to  fruftrate  the  heft 
concerted  plans  ;  and  that  the  dil- 
couragement  occaftoned  by  the  com¬ 
plicated  difficulties  and  embarraff- 
ments,  in  which  our  affairs  wrere  by 
this  means  involved,  would  have 
long  ago  produced  the  diffolution  of 
any  army,  lefs  patient,  lefs  virtu¬ 
ous,  and  lefs  perfevering,  than  that 
which  1  have  had  the  honour  to 
command.  But  while  I  mention 
thole  things,  wffiich  are  notorious 
fadts,  as  the  detects  of  our  federal 
conftitution,  particularly  in  the  pro- 
iecution  of  a  war,  I  beg  it  may  be 
underftood,  that  as  I  have  ever  taken 
3  pleafure  in  gratefully  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  abidance  and  fupport  I  have 
derived  from  every  clafs  of  citizens ; 
fo  ffiall  I  always  be  happy  to  do 
juftice  to  the  unparalleled  exertions 
of  the  individual  States,  on  many 
interefting  occalions. 

I  have  thus  freely  difclofed  what 
I  wifhed  to  make  known  before  I 
furrendered  up  my  public  trull  to 
thofe  who  committed  it  tome:  the 
talk  is  now  aecomplilhed  ;  i  now 
bid  adieu  to  your  excellency,  as  the 
chief  magillrateof  your  State;  at  the 
fame  time  I  bid  a  laft  farewell  to  the 
cares  of  office,  and  all  the  employ¬ 
ments  of  public  life. 

It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  final 
and  only  requefr,  that  your  excel¬ 
lency  will  communicate  thefe  fenti- 
ments  to  your  legiilature,  at  their 
next  meeting;  and  that  they  may 
be  confidered  as  the  legacy  of  one 
who  has  ardently  wished,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  to  be  ufeful  to  his  country, 
and  who,  even  in  the  lhade  of  re¬ 


tirement,  will  not  fail  to  implore 
the  divine  benediction  upon  it. 

I  now  make  it  my  earneft  prayer, 
that  God  would  have  you,  and  the 
State  over  which  you  prefide,  in  his 
holy  protection  ;  that  he  would  in¬ 
cline  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  to 
cultivate  a  fpirit  of  fubordination 
and  obedience  to  government  ;  to 
entertain  a  brotherly  affection  and 
love  for  one  another,  for  their  fel¬ 
low-citizens  of  the  United  States  at 
large ;  and  particularly  for  their  bre¬ 
thren  who  have  ferved  in  the  field  ; 
and  finally,  that  he  would  molt  gra- 
cioufiy  be  pleafed  to  difpofe  us  all 
to  do  juftice,  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
demean  ourfelves  with  that  charity, 
humility,  and  pacific  temper  of  the 
mind,  which  were  the  charadteriftics 
of  the  divine  Author  of  our  bleffed 
religion ;  without  an  humble  imi¬ 
tation  of  whofe  example,  in  thefe 
things,  we  can  never  hope  to  be  a 
happy  nation. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
much  elteem  and  refpebf,  Sir, 

Your  excellency’s  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington* 

His  Excellency  William  Greene ,  A/Y 
Governor  of  the  State  oj  Rhode 
If  and. 


General  Wajhington 's  farewell  Or¬ 
ders  to  the  Annies  of  the  United 
States. 

Reeky  Hill ,  near  Princeton $ 

AW.  z,  17S3. 


fl E  United  States  in  congrefs 
affembled,  after  giving  the 
moft  honourable  teftimony  to  the 
merits  of  the  federal  armies,  and 
prefenting  them  with  the  thanks  of 
their  country,  for  their  long  emi¬ 
nent  and  faithful  fervice,  having 
thought  proper,  by  their  proclama¬ 
tion  bearing  date  the  18th.  of  0& o.-' 
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ber  laft,  to  difcharge  fuch  part  of 
the  troops  as  were  engaged  for  the 
War,  and  to  permit  the  officers  on 
furlough  to  retire  from  fervice*  from 
and  after  to-morrow*  which  procla¬ 
mation  having  been  communicated 
in  the  public  papers  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  and  government  of  all  concern- 
ed  ;  —  it  only  remains  for  the  com¬ 
mander  in.  chief  to  addrefs  himfelf 
once  more,  and  that  for  the  lad; 
time,  to  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  (however  widely  difperfed 
individuals  who  compofed  them  may 
be),  and  to  bid  them  an  affectionate, 
a  long  farewell. 

But  before  the  commander  in 
chief  takes  his  final  leave  of  thofe 
he  holds  mod  dear,  he  wifhCs  to  in¬ 
dulge  himfelf  a  few  moments  in 
calling  to  mind  a  flight  review  of 
the  pad::— -he  will  then  take  the  li¬ 
berty  of  exploring,  with  his"  mili¬ 
tary  friends,  their  future  profpecls, 
of  advifing  the  general  line  of  con¬ 
duct  which  in  his  opinion  ought  to 
be  purfued ;  and  he  will  conclude 
the  addrefs,  by  expreffing  the  obli¬ 
gations  he  feels  himfelf  under  for 
the  fpirited  and  able  affiilance  he 
has  experienced  from  them,  in  the 
performance  of  an  arduous  office. 

A  contemplation  of  the  complete 
attainment  (at  a  period  earlier  than 
could  have  been  expected)  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  for  which  we  contended  againil 
lb  formidable  a  power,  cannot  but 
infpire  us  with  adonifhment  and  gra¬ 
titude.  -The  difadvantageous  cir- 
cumftanceson  our  part,  Under  which 
the  war  was  undertaken,  can  never 
be  forgotten. — The  lingular  inter¬ 
polations  of  Providence  in  our  feeble 
condition,  were  fuch  as  could  fcarce- 
ly  efcape  the  attention  of  the  moft 
vmobferving  —while  the  unparalleled 
perfeverance  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  through  almod  every 
poffible  luffering  and  difcou  rage  merit? 
for  the  fpace  of  €ight  long  years* 
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was  little  ffiort  of  a  Handing  mi¬ 
racle. 

It  is  not  the  meaning,  norwithiri 
the  compafs  of  this  addrefs,  to  detail 
the  hardfliips  peculiarly  incident  td 
our  fervice,  or  to  defcribe  the  dif- 
treffes  which  in  feveral  inftailces. 
have  refulted  from  the  extremes  of 
hunger  and  nakednefs,  combined 
with  the  rigours  of  an  inclement 
feafon  ; — nor  is  it  neceflary  to  dwell 
on  the  dark  fide  of  our  pail  affairs* 
Every  American  officer  and  lbldier 
mull  now  confole  himfelf  for  any 
unpleafant  circumilances  which  may 
have  occurred,  by  a  recolledlion  of 
the  uncommon  l'ccnes  in  which  he 
has  been  called  to  act  no  inglorious, 
part,  and  the  aftoniffiing  events  of 
which  be  has  been  a  witnefs ;  events 
which  have  feldom*  if  ever  before^ 
taken  place  on  the  Hage  of  human, 
adlion,  nor  can  they  probably  ever 
happen  again.  For  who  has  before 
feen  a  diiciplined  army  formed  at 
once  from  luch  raw  materials  t  Wild 
that  was  not  a  witnefs  could  ima¬ 
gine  that  the  molt  violent  local  pre¬ 
judices  would  ceafe  fo  foon,  and 
that  men  who  came  from  the  differ^ 
ent  parts  of  the  continent,  ftronglV 
difpofed  by  the  habits  of  education! 
to  defpife  and  quarrel  with  each 
other,  would  inftantly  become  but 
one  patriotic  band  of  brothers  ?  Or 
who  that  was  not  on  the  fpot,  Cali 
trace  the  Heps  by  which  fuch  a  won* 
derful  revolution  has  been  effe£ted$ 
and  fuch  a  glorious  period  put  to  all  v 
our  warlike  toils  ? 

It  is  univerfally  acknowledged* 
that  the  enlarged  profpedls  ofhappta 
nCls,  opened  by  the  confirmation  of 
our  independence  and  fovereignfy^ 
almofl  exceed  the  power  of  eteicrips 
tion  :  and  ffiall  not  the  brave  rhcri 
who  have  contributed  fd  ellentiallyf 
to  tHefe  ineftirrtable  acquHitknw,  fey 
tiring  victorious  from,  the  field  of 
war  to  the  held  of  agriculture,  pdf* 
(M  4)  twgfttff 
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ticipate  m  all  the  bleffings  which 
have  been  obtained  ?  In  fuch  a  re* 
public,  who  will  exclude  them  from 
the  rights  of  citizens,  and  the  fruits 
of  their  labours  ?  In  fuch  a  coun¬ 
try,  fo  happily  circumdanced,  the 
purfuits  of  commerce,  and  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  foil,  will  unfold  to 
Uidudry  the  certain  road  to  compe¬ 
tence.  To  thole  hardy  foldiers,  who* 
are  actuated  by  the  fpirit  of  adven¬ 
ture,  the  fdheries  will  afford  ample 
and  profitable  employment ;  and  the 
extenlive  and  fertile  regions  of  the 
Well  will  yield  a  mod  happy  afy- 
lum  to  thofe  who,  fond  of  domedic 
enjoyment,  are  feeking  for  perfonal 
independence.  Nor  is  it  podible  to 
Conceive  that  any  one  of  the  United 
States  will  prefer  a  national  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  and  the  diiTolution  of  the 
tmion,  to  a  compliance  with  the  re¬ 
quisitions  of  congrefs,  and  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  its  juft  debts,  fo  that  the 
officers  and  foldiers  may  exped  con- 
liderable  affidance,  in  recommenc¬ 
ing  their  civil  occupations,  from  the 
i'ums  due  to  them  from  the  public, 
which  muff  and  will  mod  inevitably 
be  paid. 

In  order  to  effect  this  definable 
purpofe,  and  to  remove  the  preju¬ 
dices  which  may  have  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  the  minds  of  any  of  the 
good  people  of  the  dates,  it  is  ear- 
p.edly  recommended  to  all  the  troops, 
that,  with  ftrong  attachments  to  the 
union,  they  fhould  carry  with  them 
into  civil  fociety  the  mod  conciliat¬ 
ing  difpodtions  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
prove  themfelves  not  iefs  virtuous 
and  ufeful  as  citizens,  than  they 
fiave  been  perfevering  and  vitiori- 
bus  as  foldiers. — What  though  there' 
fhould  be  dome  envious  individuals, 
who  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  debt 
the  public  has  contracted,  or  to  yield 
the  tribute  due  to  merit;  yet  let 
fuch  unworthy  treatment  produce 
Jio  inventive,  or  any  indance  of  in* 
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temperate  conduCt;— let  it  be  re» 
membered,  that  the  unbiaded  voice 
of  the  free  citizens  of  the  United 
States  has  promifed  the  jud  reward, 
and  given  the  merited  applaufe  ;  — 
let  it  be  known  and  remembered, 
that  the  reputation  of  the  federal 
armies  is  edablifhed  beyond  the  reach 
of  malevolence ;  and  let  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  their  atchievements,  and 
fame,  dill  excite  the  men, who  com- 
pofed  them  to  honourable  actions, 
under  the  perfuadon,  that  the  pri¬ 
vate  virtues  of  ceconomy,  prudence, 
and  indudry,  will  not  be  lefs  ami¬ 
able  in  civil  life,  than  the  more 
fplendid  qualities  of  valour,  perfe- 
vergnce,  and  enterprize,  were  in 
the  held  : — every  one  may  red  allur¬ 
ed  that  much,  very  much  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  happinefs  of  the  officers  and 
men  will  depend  upon  the  wife  and 
manly  conduct  which  fhall  be  adopt¬ 
ed  by  them,  when  they  are  mingled 
with  the  great  body  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  And  although  the  general  has 
fo  frequently  given  it  as  his  opinion, 
in  the  mod  public  and  explicit  man¬ 
ner,  that  unlefs  the  principles  of  the 
federal  government  were  properly 
fupported,  and  the  powers  of  the 
union  jncreafed,  the  honour,  dig¬ 
nity,  and  judice  of  the  nation, 
would  be  loft  for  ever;  yet  he  can¬ 
not  help  repeating  on  this  occafion 
fo  mtereding  a  fentiment,  and  leav¬ 
ing  it  as  his  lad  injunction  to  every 
officer  and  every  foldier  who  may 
view  the  fubjedi  in  the  fame  ferions 
point  of  light,  to  add  his  bed  en¬ 
deavours  to  thofe  of  his  worthy  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  towards  effecting  thefe 
great  and  valuable  purpofes,  on 
which  our  very  exidence  as  a  nation 
fo  materially  depends. 

The  commander  in  chief  con¬ 
ceives  little  is  now  wanting  to  en- 
able  the’*  foldier  to  change  the  mili¬ 
tary  character  into  that  of  a  citizen, 
but  that  deady  and  decent  tenour  of 

behaviour. 
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behaviour,  which  has  generally  dif- 
tinguifned  not  only  the  army  under 
his  immediate  command,  but  the 
different  detachments  and  feparate 
armies,  through  the  courfe  of  the 
war.  From  their  good  fenfe  and 
prudence  he  anticipated  the  happieft 
coniequences :  and  while  he  con¬ 
gratulates  them  on  the  glorious  oc~ 
cafion  which  renders  their  fervices 
in  the  field  no  longer  neceffary,  he 
wiihes  to  exprefs  the  ftrong  obliga¬ 
tions  he  feels  himfelf  under  for  the 
a ffi fiance  he  has  received  from  every 
clafs,  and  in  every  inflance.  He 
prefents  his  thanks,  in  the  moft  fe- 
nous  and  affectionate  manner,  to 
the  general  officers,  as  well  for  their 
counfel  on  many  interefting  occa- 
fions,  as  for  their  ardour  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  fuccefs  of  the  plans  he  had 
adopted  ;  to  the  commandants  of  re¬ 
giments  and  corps,  and  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  for  their  zeal  and  attention  in 
carrying  his  orders  promptly  into 
execution ;  to  the  ftaff,  for  their  a- 
lacrity  and  exadtnefs  in  performing 
the  duties  of  their  feveral  depart¬ 
ments  i  and  to  the  non-commiffion- 
ed  officers  and  private  foldiers,  for 
their  extraordinary  patience  in  fuf- 
fering,  as  well  as  their  invincible 
fortitude  in  adtion.  To  various 
branches  of  the  army  the  general 
takes  this  lafl  and  folemn  opportunity 
of  profeffing  his  inviolable  attach¬ 
ment  and  friendfhip  —  He  wiihes 
more  than  bare  profeffions  were  in 
his  power,  that  he  was  really  able 
to  be  ufeful  to  them  all  in  future 
life. —He  flatters  himfelf,  however, 
they  will  do  him  the  juflice  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  whatever  could  with  pro¬ 
priety  be  attempted  by  him,  has 
been  done.  —And  being  now  to  con¬ 
clude  thefe  his  laft:  public  orders,  to 
take  his  ultimate  leave,  in  a  fhort 
time,  of  the  military  character,— 
and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  ar¬ 
mies  he  has  fo  long  had  the  honour 


to  command,  he  can  only  again  of¬ 
fer,  in  their  behalf,  his  recommen¬ 
dations  to  their  grateful  country^ 
and  his  prayers  to  the  God  of  ar¬ 
mies. — May  ample  juflice  be  done 
them  here,  and  may  the  choiceff 
of  heaven’s  favours,  both  here  and 
hereafter,  attend  thofe  who,  under 
the  divine  aufpices,  have  fecured 
innumerable  bleffings  for  others  ! 
With  thefe  wifhes,  and  this  bene- 
didlion,  the  commander  in  chief  is 
about  to  retire  from  fervice — The 
curtain  of  reparation  will  foon  be 
drawn — and  the  military  fcene  to 
him  will  be  clofed  for  ever. 

Edw.  Hand,  Adjutant-general. 


The  Address  is  as  follows: 

cl‘o  his  Excellency  General  lEaJhing - 
ion^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States  of  Amc~ 
rica «. 

WE,  the  officers  of  the  part  of  the 
army  remaining  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudfon,  have  received  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  ferious  and  farewell  addrefs* 
to  the  armies  of  the  United  States* 
We  beg  you  to  accept  our  unfeign¬ 
ed  thanks  for  the  communication, 
and  your  affedlionate  affurances  of 
inviolable  attachment  and  friend- 
fhip.  If  your  attempts  to  enfure  to 
the  armies  the  juft,  the  promifed  re¬ 
wards,  of  their  long,  fevere,  and 
dangerous  fervices,  have  failed  of 
fuccefs,  we  believe  it  has  arifenfrom 
caufes  not  in  your  excellency’s  power 
to  controul.  With  extreme  regret 
do  we  reiiedt  on  the  occafton  which, 
called  for  fuch  endeavours.  But 
while  wve  thank  your  excellency  for 
thefe  exertions  in  favour  of  the 
troops  you  have  fo  fuccefs  fully  com¬ 
manded,  we  pray  it  may  be  believ¬ 
ed,  that  in  this  fentiment  our  own 
particular  interefta  have  but  a  fe~ 
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condary  place ;  and  that  even  the 
ultimate  ingratitude  of  the  people 
(were  that  poillble)  could  not  fhake 
the  patriotifm  of  tho.fe  who  fuffer  by 
it.  Still  with  pleating  wonder  and 
with  grateful  joy  fliaU  we  contem¬ 
plate  the  glorious  conclufion  of  our 
labours.  To  that  merit  in  the  re¬ 
volution  which,  under  the  aufpices 
of  heaven,  the  armies  have  difplay- 
ed,  pofterity  will  do  juftice;  and 
the  Ions  will  blufh  whole  lathers 
were  their  foes. 

Moll  gladly  would  we  call  a  veil 
on  every  a£t  which  Cullies  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  our  country— never  fhould 
the  page  of  hillory  be  flamed  with 
its  dishonour — even  from  our  memo¬ 
ries  fhould  the  idea  be  erafed.  We 
lament  the  oppofition  to  thofe  falu- 
tary  meafures  which  the  wifdom  of 
the  union  has  planted  ;  meafures 
which  alone  can  recover  and  fix  on 
a  permanent  balls  the  credit  of  the 
States  ;  meafures  which  are  effentia! 
to  the  juftice,  the  honour,  and  in- 
tereft  of  the  nation.  While  (lie  was 
giving  the  nobleft  proofs  of  mag¬ 
nanimity,  with  confcious  pride  we 
faw  her  growing  fame  ;  and  regard- 
lefs  of  prefent  furferings,  we  looked 
forward  to  the  end  of  our  toils  and 
dangers,  to  brighter  fcenes  in  prof- 
pedf. — There  we  beheld  the  genius 
of  our  country  dignified  by  fove- 
reignty  and  independence,  l'upport- 
ed  by  juftice,  and  adorned  with 
every  liberal  virtue.  There  we  faw 
patient  Hufbandry  fearlefs  extend 
her  cultured  fields,  and  animated 
Commerce  fpread  her  fails  to  every 
wind.  There  we  beheld  fair  Science 
lift  her  head,  with  all  the  Arts  at¬ 
tending  in  her  train.  There,  bleft 
with  freedom,  we  faw  the  human 
mind  expand  ;  and  throwing  afide 
the  reftraints  which  confined  it  to  the 
narrow  bounds  of  country,  it  em¬ 
braced  the  world.  Such  were  our 
fond  hopes,  and  with  fuch  delight* 


ful  profpe&s  did  they  prefent  us* 
Nor  are  we  disappointed.  Thofe 
animating  profpeCts  are  now  chang¬ 
ed  and  changing  to  realities  ;  and 
aiftively  to  have  contributed  to  their 
production  is  our  pride,  our  glory.— 
But  juftice  alone  can  give  them  lia¬ 
bility.  In  that  juftice  we  ftill  be¬ 
lieve.  Still  we  hope  that  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  milinformed  will  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  arts  of  falfe  and 
felfifli  popularity,  addreffed  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  avarice,  defeated  :  or  in  the 
worft  event,  the  world,  we  hope, 
will  make  the  juft  diftinCtion  :  we 
truft  the  difingenuoufnefs  of  a  few 
will  not  fully  the  reputation,  the 
honour,  and  dignity,  of  the  great 
and  refpeCtahle  majority  of  the 
States. 

We  are  happy  in  the  opportunity 
juft  prefentedof  congratulating  your 
excellency  on  the  certain  conclufion 
of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 
Relieved  at  length  from  long  fuf- 
pence,  our  warmeft  wifh  is  to  return 
to  the  bofom  of  our  country,  to  re- 
fume  the  character  of  citizens  ;  and 
it  will  be  our  higheft  ambition  to 
become  ufeful  ones.  To  your  ex¬ 
cellency  this  great  event  muft  be  pe¬ 
culiarly  pleanng  :  tor  while  at  the 
head  of  her  armies,  urged  by  pa¬ 
triot  virtues  and  magnanimity,  you 
perfevered,  under  the  preffure  of 
every  poilible  difficulty  and  difeou- 
ragement,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  war — the  freedom  and 
fatety  of  your  country;  —  your  heart 
panted  for  the  tranquil  enjoyments 
of  peace.  We  cordially  rejoice  with 
you  that  the  period  of  indulging 
them  has  arrived  fo  foon.  In  con¬ 
templating  the  bleffings  of  liberty 
and  independence,  the  rich  prize  of 
eight  years  hardy  adventure,  paft 
futferings  will  be  forgotten  ;  or  it 
remembered,  the  recollection  will 
ferve  to  heighten  the  relifli  of  pre¬ 
fent  happineft.  We  fineerely  pray 
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God  this  happinefs  may  long  be 
youps  ;  and  that  when  you  quit  the 
Plage  of  human  lite,  you  may  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  unerring  judge,  the 
rewards  oi  valour  exerted  tofave  the 
opprefied,  of  patriotifm  and  difinte- 
reiled  virtue. 

Weft  Point, 

15th  November,  1783. 


By  his  Excellency  George  Clinton , 
Efq.  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York ,  General  a?id  Commander  in 
Chief  of  all  the  Militia ,  and  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Navy  of  the  fame* 

PROCLA  M  ATI  O  N. 

(L,  S  ) 

HERE  AS,  I  have  received 
authentic  information,  that 
his  Britannic  majefty’s  forces  will 
be  withdrawn  from  certain  parts  of 
the  fouthern  diftridl  of  this  Hate,  on 
Friday  the  twenty-firft,  and  from 
the  remaining  part  of  the  faid  dif- 
tridl  (Staten  Iiland,  and  the  poll  at 
Dennys’s,  on  N  aiTau  Ifland,  ex¬ 
cepted)  on  the  twenty-fecond  inft. 
I  do  therefore,  by  thefe  prefents, 
require  the  council,  conftituted  by 
the  abt,  entitled,  An  a£t  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  temporary  government 
of  the  fouthern  parts  of  this  Hate, 
whenever  the  enemy  fhall  abandon 
or  be  difpofleiTed  of  the  fame,  and 
until  the  legiilature  can  be  conven¬ 
ed,”  palled  the  twenty-third  day  of 
October  1779;  to  meet  at  Guion’s 
tavern,  at  Eaft  Chefter,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Welt  Cheller,  on  the  faid 
twenty-fir  ft  inftant ;  of  which  the 
feveral  members,  compofing  the  faid 
council,  will  take  notice,  and  give 
their  attendance  accordingly  :  and  I 
do  hereby  ftridtly  enjoin  and  require 
the  inhabitants  within  fuch  parts 
of  the  faid  fouthern  dill  riel,  from 
which  the  faid  forces  fhall  be  with- 


(us) 

drawn  as  aforefaid,  and  all  others! 
whom  it  may  concern,  to  yield  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  oi  this  Hate, 
and  to  be  vigilant  in  preferring  the 
public  peace  and  good  order. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the 
privy  feal  of  the  faid  Hate,  at 
Po  ugh  keep  lie,  this  15th  day  of 
November,  in  the  eighth  year 
of  the  independence  of  the  faid 
Plate,  1783. 

G  EORGE  ClLINTON. 

By  his  Excellency’s  Command, 

Robert  Benson,  Secretary. 

The  following  order  was  i filled 
at  Weil  Point  on  the  16th  inftant: 

GARRISON  ORDERS, 

November  16,  1783* 

THE  definitive  treaty  being  con¬ 
cluded,  and  the  city  of  New  York 
to  be  evacuated  on  the  2 2d  inftant^ 
his  excellency  the  commander  in 
chief  propoles  to  celebrate  the  peace 
at  that  place,  on  Monday  the  firfi' 
day  of  December  next,  by  a  dif~ 
play  of  fire-works  and  illuminations, 
which  were  intended  to  have  been 
exhibited  at  this  poft,  or  fuch  of 
them  as  have  not  been  injured  by 
time,  and  can  be  removed. 

New  York ,  Nov.  22 „  Laft  Wed- 
nefday  evening  arrived  here,  the 
Pacquet  Le  Courier  de  L’Europe, 
captain  Cornick,  with  the  mail  from 
Port  If  Orient :  in  this  fliip  came 

paflenger,  — - —  Thatcher,  efq. 

Secretary  to  John  Adams,  efq.  am  * 
baflador  from  the  United  States  of 
America  to  the  States  General  of 
Holland,  charged  by  the  American 
coinmiflioners  with  the  definitive 
treaty,  figned  by  them,  on  the  3d 
of  September,  and  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  by  Mr.  Hartley  % 
with  which  he,  on  Thurfday  morn-- 
ing,  let  oft'  to  deliver  to  the  hon. 
general  Mifflin,  prefident  of  the  con- 

grels. 
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grefs.—Hebfor  St.  John,  efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  court  of  France  to 
be  conful  and  fuperintendant  of  the 
packets,  now  eftablifhed  between 
this  city  and  Port  L’Orient,  with 
feveyal  5  other  French  gentlemen, 
were  alfo  paffengers. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Tori:,  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1783. 
ORDERS. 

ALL  perfons,  civil  as  well  as  mili¬ 
tary,  who  have  public  claims  upon  the 
deputy  paymaifer-general,  by  virtue 
of  warrants  granted  by  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  are  to  prefent  them 
lor,  and  to  receive  payment,  on  or 
before  this  prefent  Saturday,  being 
the  2  2d  of  November,  at  four  o’clock, 
at  which  hour  the  pay-office  books 
will  be  clofed,  and  no  farther  bu fi¬ 
nds  tr  a  nla  bled. 

Weft  Point ,  Nov .  13,  1783. 
SIR, 

THE  officers  of  the  part  of  the 
army  who  agreed  on  the  inclofed 
addrefs,  having  committed  to  us  the 
honour  of  prelenting  it  —  with  great 
pleafure  we  now  offer  to  your  excel¬ 
lency  this  teflimony  of  their  affec¬ 
tionate  attachment  and  refpebf. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  perfebt  conlideration, 

S  I  R, 

Your  excellency’s  mod  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervants, 

A.  M{Dougall,  Major-genera!. 

H.  Knox,  Major-general. 

T.  Pickering,  Qr.Mr.  General. 

His  Excellency  General  Waftoington . 

Ext  raft  of  a  Tetter  from  General  Sir 

Guy  Carlcton,  K*  B .  £sV.  dated 

New  York ,  Ju?ie  20,  1783. 

My  Lord, 

Tranfmit  for  your  lordffiip’s  in¬ 
formation  a  copy  of  colonel  De- 
veaux’s  letter  conveying  an  account 
of  the  recapture  of  the  Bahama 

>  _ 
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iflands,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
capitulation. 

I  am,  my  lord, 

Your  lordlhip’s  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  lervaht, 

Guy  Carleton* 
Right  Hon .  Lord  North . 

Extra  ft  of  a  Tetter  from  Colonel  De- 
veaux,  to  Sir  Guy  Carlcton ,  dated 
New  Providence ,  June  6,  1783. 

I  HAVE  the  pleafqre  to  inform 
your  excellency,  that  on  the  ill  of 
April  laft,  not  having  heard  that 
peace  was  concluded,  I  formed  from 
St.  Auguftine  an  expedition  again!!: 
New  Providence,  to  reftore  its  in¬ 
habitants,  with  thofe  of  the  adjacent 
iflands,  to  the  bleilings  of  a  free  go¬ 
vernment,  1  undertook  this  expedi¬ 
tion  at  my  own  expence,  and  em¬ 
barked  my  men,  which  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  iixty-ftve,  and  failed  for  Har¬ 
bour  Ifland,  where  1  recruited  for 
four  or  five  days ;  from  thence  I'fet 
fail  for  my  objebt,  which  was  the 
eaftern  fort  on  the  ifland  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  which  I  carried  about 
day-light,  with  three  of  their  for¬ 
midable  gallies,  on  the  14th.  I 
immediately  fummoned  the  grand 
fort  refs  to  Surrender,  which  was  a- 
bout  a  mile  from  the  fort  I  had 
taken  ;  his  excellency  the  governor 
evaded  the  purport  of  my  flag,  by 
giving  me  fome  trifling  informations, 
which  I  took  in  their  true  light. 
On  the  1 6th  I  took  poffeffion  of  two 
commanding  hills,  and  erebted  a  bat¬ 
tery  on  each  of  them  of  twelve 
pounders.  At  day  light  on  the  1 8th, 
my  batteries  being  complete,  the 
Englilh  colours  were  hoi  fled  on  each 
of  them,  which  were  within  muf- 
quet-ihot  of  their  grand  fortrefs. 
His  excellency,  finding  his  {hot  and 
fliells  of  no  effedl,  thought  proper 
to  capitulate,  as  you  will  fee  by  the 
inclofed  articles.  My  force  never 

at 
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at  any  time  cotifiSed  of  more  than 
220  men,  and  not  above  550  of 
them  had  mufquets,  not  having  it 
in  my  power  to  procure  them  at  St. 
Auguftine. 

Ltook  on  this  occafion  one  fort, 
confiding  of  thirteen  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  three  gallies  carrying  twenty- 
four  pounders,  and  about  fifty  men. 

Piis  excellency  Surrendered  four 
batteries,  with  about  Seventy  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  four  large  gallies 
(brigs  and  fnows)  which  1  have  lent 
to  the  Havannah  with  the  troops  as 
Sags ;  I  therefore  Sand  in  need  of 
your  excellency’s  advice  and  direc¬ 
tions  in  my  prelent  fit  nation,  and 
Stall  be  exceedingly  happy  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

I  had  letters  written  for  your  ex¬ 
cellency  on  this  occasion,  Imce  the 
middle  of  the  laft  month  ;  but  the 
vefifel  by  which  they  were  to  have 
been  conveyed,  went  oft'  and  left 
them ;  therefore  hope  your  excel¬ 
lency  will  not  think  it  my  negled, 
in  not  having  the  accounts  before 
this. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  excellency’s  moft  obedient 
and  very  humble  lervant, 

(Signed)  A.  Deveaux, 

Colonel  and  commanding  Royal 
Forrefters,  New  Providence* 

June  6,  1783. 

Articles  entered  upon  between  Don  An¬ 
tonio  Claraco  y  Sanz ,  Governor  of 
the  Bahama.  IJlands ,  and  his 

Honour  Andrew  Deveaux,  Colonel 
and  Commander  in  Chief  •  of  the 
Expedition , 

I.  THE  govern ment-houfe  and 
public  Sores  to  be  delivered  to  his 
Britannic  majeSy. 

II.  The  governor  and  garrifon 
under  his  command  to  march  to  the 
eaSern  fort,  with  all  the  honours  of 

i  remaining  with  a  piece  of  can- 


tn?) 

non  and  two  {hots  per  day,  in  or¬ 
der  to  hoiS  his  Catholic  majeSy’s 
flag.  Provifions  for  the  troops, 
failors,  and  fick  in  the  hofpital,  to 
be  made  at  bis  Britannic  rnajeSy’s 
expence,  as  alfo  veflels  prepared  ta 

te  Havannah,  par- 
to  carry  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  Europe. 

ill.  All  the  officers  and  troops  of 
the  garrifon  belonging  to  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  majeSy  are  to  remain  in  pof- 
feffion  of  their  baggage  and  other 
effed's. 

IV.  All  the  veflels  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  belonging  to  his  Catholic 
majeSy,  are  to  be  given  up,  with 
every  thing  on  board  the  laid  vef- 
fels,  to  his  Britannic  majeSy. 

V.  All  effects  appertaining  to 
Spaniards  to  remain  their  property, 
and  the  Spanifh  merchants  to  have 
two  months  to  fettle  their  accounts, 

(Signed) 

Antonio  Cl  ar  ago  y  Sanz, 
A.  Deveaux. 

New  Providence, 

April  18,  1783.. 


carry  them  to  t 
ticularly  a  veflel 


Fi  'om  the  London  Gazette,  of  Satur¬ 
day,  December  27,  1783. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
26th  of  December,  1783, 

P  R  E  S  E  N  T, 

The  King’s  moS  excellent  MajeSy 
in  Council, 

II 1  HEREAS  by  virtue  of  an 
VV  palled  in  the  laft  feffiou 
of  parliament,  entituled,  66  An  ad 
for  preventing  certain  instruments 
from  being  required  from  Slips  be- 
longing  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  to  give  to  his  ma~ 
jefty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
po vv e rs  fo r  t h e  be 1 1 e r  ca r ry inv  0 n 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjeds  of  his  majefiy’s  dominions 

and 
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and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,”  feveral  orders  have  been  if- 
fued  by  his  majefty  at  this  board,  for 
regulating  and  carrying  on  the  trade 
and  commerce  between  the  fubjeds 
«f  his  majefty’s  dominions,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  orders  did  expire 
on  the  20th  day  of  this  inftant, 
December :  and  whereas  by  an  adt 
palled  in  the  prefent  feilion  of  par¬ 
liament,  to  continue,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  faid  above  recited  ad,  it 
is  enadfed,  that  the  faid  adl,  and 
all  the  matters  and  things  therein 
contained,  fhall  continue  and  be  in 
force  until  the  20th  day  of  April, 
3784:  his  majefty  doth  thereupon, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  hereby  order  and  declare, 
that  any  unmanufactured  goods  or 
merchandizes,  the  importation  of 
which  into  this  kingdom  is  not  pro¬ 
hibited  by  law  (except  oil),  and  any 
pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  indico,  mafts 
yards,  and  bowfprits,  being  the 
growth  or  produdtion  of  any  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  may 
(until  farther  order)  be  imported 
diredly  from  thence  into  any  of 
the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  either 
in  Britifh  or  American  fhips,  by 
Britifh  fubjeds,  or  by  any  of  the 
people  inhabiting  in,  and  belonging 
to  the  faid  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  and  may  be  entered  and 
landed  in  any  port  in  this  kingdom, 
upon  payment  of  the  fame  duties  as 
the  like  fort  of  goods  or  merchan¬ 
dize  are  or  may  be  fubjedt  and  li¬ 
able  to,  if  imported  by  Britifh  fub- 
jedis,  in  Britifh  fhips,  from  any 
Britifh  ifland  or  plantation  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  no  other,  notvvithftanding 
fuch  goods  or  merchandize,  or  the 
fhips  in  which  the  fame  may  be 
brought,  may  not  be  accompanied 
y/ith  the  certificates  or  other  docu¬ 
ments  heretofore  required  by  law. 


And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered, 
that  that  there  fhall  be  the  fame 
drawbacks,  exemptions,  and  boun¬ 
ties,  on  merchandizes  and  goods 
exported  from  Great  Britain,  into 
the  territories  of  the  faid  United 
States  of  America,  or  any  of  them, 
as  are  or  may  be  allowed  by  law, 
upon  the  exportation  of  the  like 
goods  or  merchandize  to  any  of  the 
iliands,  plantatations,  or  colonies, 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  in  America. 

And  his  majefty  is  hereby  far¬ 
ther  pleafed  to  order,  that  any  to¬ 
bacco,  being  the  growth  or  pro¬ 
duction  of  any  of  the  territories  of 
the  faid  United  States  of  America, 
may  (until  farther  order)  be  im¬ 
ported  diredtly  from  thence,  in 
manner  above  mentioned,  and  may 
be  landed  in  this  kingdom  ;  and, 
upon  the  importer  paying  down,  in 
ready  money,  the  duty  commonly 
called  the  Old  Sublidy  (except  as 
herein  after  excepted)  fuch  tobacco 
may  be  warehoufed  under  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  locks,  upon  the  importer’s 
own  bond  for  payment  of  all  the 
farther  duties  due  for  inch  tobacco, 
within  the  time  limited  by  law,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  net  weight  and  quan¬ 
tity  of  fuch  tobacco,  at  the  time  it 
fhall  be  fo  landed,  with  the  fame 
allowances  for  the  payment  of  fuch 
farther  duties,  and  under  the  like 
reftridions  and  regulations  in  all 
other  refpcds,  not  altered  by  this 
order,  as  fuch  tobacco  is  and  may 
be  warehoufed  by  virtue  of  any  adt 
or  adds  of  parliament  in  force  ;  but 
it  is  his  majefty’s  pleafure  neverthe- 
lefs,  that  upon  the  importation  of 
any  fuch  tobacco  into  the  ports  of 
London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Cowe?, 
Whitehaven,  Greenock,  and  Port 
Glafgow,  or  either  of  them,  in  the 
manner  herein  before  ex  prefled,  fhall 
be  at  liberty,  until  farther  order. 
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to  enter  into  bond  for  the  payment, 
as  well  of  the  duty,  commonly 
called  the  Old  Subfidy,  or  any 
other  of  the  duties  which  were 
formerly  payable  in  ready  money; 
and  that  if  any  tobacco  which  has 
been  or  fhall  be  fo  imported,  dur¬ 
ing  the  continuance  ot  this  order, 
from  the  territories  of  the  faid 
United  States,  into  the  faid  ports  of 
London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Cowes, 
Whitehaven,  Greenock,  and  Port 
Glafgow,  fhall  be  afterwards  taken, 
within  the  time  limited,  out  of 
the  warehoufes  wherein  the  fame 
fhall  be  fee ured  under  his  majefty’s 
locks,  in  manner  herein  before  di¬ 
rected,  at  either  of  the  above  ports, 
to  be  exported  directly  from  thence, 
the  bonds  which  have  been  or  {hall 
be  entered  into  for  payment  of  the 
faid  duties,  {hall  be  dilcharged  in 
the  manner  directed  by  the  leveral 
a£ts  of  parliament  in  force. 

And  in  order  to  facilitate  the  car¬ 
rying  on  trade  and  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  people  and  territories  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  In¬ 
cluding  in  that  defeription,  the  Ba¬ 
hama  iilands,  and  the  Bermuda 
or  Somers  iilands,  and  the  people 
and  territories  belonging  to  the  faid 
United  States  ot  America,  his  ma- 
jefty  is  hereby  farther  pleafed  to 
order,  that  pitch,  tar,  turpentine, 
hemp  and  flax,  mafts,  yards,  and 
bowfprits,  ftaves,  heading  boards, 
timber,  {hingles,  and  all  other  fpe- 
cies  of  lumber;  horfes,  neat  cattle, 
flieep,  hogs,  poultry,  and  all  other 
fpecies  of  live  ftock  and  live  pro- 
vitiona ;  peas,  beans,  potatoes, 
wheat  flour,  bread,  bifeuit,  rice, 
oats,  barley,  and  all  other  fpecies 
of  grain,  being  the  growth  or  pro¬ 
duction  of  any  of  the  laid  United 
States  of  America  may  (until  far¬ 
ther  order,  be  imported  by  Britifh 
fubje&s,  in  Britifh  built  fliips. 


owned  by  his  majefty’s  fubjeCts, 
and  navigated  according  to  law'  from 
any  port  of  the  faid  United  States 
of  America,  to  any  of  his  majefty’s 
Weft  India  iilands,  the  Bahama 
iilands,  and  the  Bermuda  or  So¬ 
mers  iilands  ;  and  the  rum,  fugar, 
melaffes,  coffee,  cocoa  nuts,  ginger, 
and  pimento,  may  (until  fuch  order) 
be  exported  by  Britifh  fubjeCts,  in 
Britifh  Blips,  owned  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fubjeCts,  and  navigated  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  from  any  of  the  faid 
iilands,  to  any  port  or  place  within 
the  laid  United  States,  upon  payment 
of  the  fame  duties  on  exportation, 
and  fubjedf  to  the  like  rules,  regu¬ 
lations-,  fecurities,  and  reftri&ions, 
as  the  fame  articles  by  law  are  or 
may  be  fubjeCt  and  liable  to,  if 
exported  to  any  Britifh  colony  or 
plantation  in  America ;  and  the 
bonds  and  fecurities  heretofore  re¬ 
quired  to  be  taken  for  fuch  Blips 
carrying  fuch  goods,  fhall  and  may 
be  cancelled  and  dilcharged,  upon 
the  like  certificates  as  are  required 
by  the  above  recited  aCt  to  dilcharge 
any  bonds  given  in  Great  Britain 
for  the  due  landing  any  other  goods 
in  the  faid  United  States  of  Amerca. 

And  his  majefty  is  hereby  farther 
pleafed  to  order,  with  the  advice 
aforefaid,  that  the  faid  feveral  regu¬ 
lations  herein  comprized,  fliall,  in 
all  refpeCts,  be  extended  to  fuch 
Blips  and  goods  as  fliall  have  been 
brought  and  imported  Irom,  or  may 
be  entered  and  fliipped  for  expor¬ 
tation  to,  any  part  of  the  faid  United 
States,  fince  the  faid  aoth  day  of 
this  inftant  December. 

And  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  eommiflioners  of  his  majefty’s 
Treafury,  and  the  lords  com  mil- 
floners  of  the  Admiralty,  are  to 
give  the  neceflary  directions  herein 
as  to  them  may  refpedtively  apper¬ 
tain; 

Steph.  Cottrell* 
F.xtracii 
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Extracts  of  Letters  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Eyre  Cootey  K.  B. 
dated  Madras  the  3 1 Jl  of  Auguft 
and  2^th  of  September ,  1782,  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  Office  of  his  Majeftf  s 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department ,  on  the  yth  of 
April  7  1783. 

WHILST  I  was  Graining  e^ 
very  nerve  in  advancing 
the  army  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chingleput,  to  counteract  the  views 
of  Hyder  and  the  French,  I  anxi- 
oufly  looked  to  the  refult  of  my  re¬ 
ference  to  the  governor-general,  and 
to  the  arrival  of  their  orders  in  con- 
fequence,  as  a  period  which  would 
undoubtedly  reftore  to  me  that  au¬ 
thority  over  the  fouthern  troops 
which  would  enable  me  to  direct 
them  to  filch  a  co-operation  as 
might  tend  equally  to  facilitate  my 
own  movements,  and  diitradt  the 
defigns  of  our  enemies :  but  molt 
unfortunately,  on  the  18th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  long  before  any  anfwer 
could  come  from  Bengal,  colonel 
Barthwaite  was  attacked  by  Hyder 
Ally’s  fon*  Tippo  Saib,  and  Monf. 
Laliy,  near  the  banks  of  the  Col- 
leroon,  .and  totally  defeated.  His 
whole  attachment,  confiding  of  a- 
bout  2000  infantry,  250  cavalry, 

1 8  officers,  and  afield  train  of  13 
pieces,  were  either  captured  or  de¬ 
ll  royed.. 

The  French  being  free  from  any 
apprehenfions  of  a  check  from  our 
fouthern  forces,  and  covered  by  the 
army  of  Hyder  Ally  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  which  fecured  them  from  all 
fudden  attack  by  my  army,  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  perfect  fecurity  againft 
Cuddalore,  which  being  incapable 
of  holding  out  for-  any  length  of 
time,  was,  on  the  6th  of  April, 
furrendered  to  the  French  forces 
under  Monf.  Duchemin,  on  terms 


of  capitulation,  which  I  have  tk6 
honour  to  inclofe. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 

K.  B.  Lieutenant  General  and 

Commander  in  Chief  in  India. 

SIR* 

I  T  gives  me  much  concern  to  in- 
form  you,  that  this  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  to  the  French  arms  on  the 
4th  inftant  in  the  morning.  A  co¬ 
py  of  the  capitulation  I  have  now 
the  honor  of  forwarding. 

I  flatter  myfelf  your  excellency 
will  excufe  me  for  not  fending  it 
fooner,  as  I  have  been  prevented 
by  a  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  owing 
to  conftant  applications  from  the 
gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  French 
officers,  relative  to  the  delivering 
over  the  Fores,  &£•  of  this  gar¬ 
rifon, 

I  have  the  honour  t©  be, 

With  the  greateft  refpecl, 

Your  Excellency’s  very  obedient 
and  mod  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  James  Hughes* 

Cuddadore,  April  6,  »  782. 

SIR, 

THE  French  general  being  de* 
firous  of  having  as  little  bloodfiied 
as  poflible,  has  fent  me  to  inform 
you,  that  the  Nabob’s  troops  hav¬ 
ing  joined  his  army,  if  you  do  not 
immediately  furrender,  it  will  be 
out  of  his  power  to  prevent  the 
plundering  of  the  fort,  being  pro- 
mi  fed  to  the  European  and  black 
troops  if  they  attack  it. 

In  confequence  of  which,  he 
propofes  articles  of  capitulation, 
fuch  as,  from  your  fituation,  you 
have  reafon  to  expedl ;  wifhing  to 
convince  the  Englifh,  it  is  only  in 
war  we  look  on  you  as  enemies ;  and 
being  fent  for  this  purpofeby  Monf. 
Duchemin,  general  of  the  French 

army, 
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army,  I  fign  thefe  his  propofals,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  power  he  has  inveA- 
ed  me  with. 

(Signed;  Lr  Vie  Houdetot* 

N.  B.  The  above  is  a  tranflatioti 
of  a  copy  from  the  origiual. 

Articles  of  Capitulation 
drawn  up  between  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  Monf.  Pierre  Duchemin, 
Marfhal  of  the  Camps  and  Army 
of  the  King  of  France,  and 
Commandant  of  the  Troops  of 
his  Majeity  in  India,  on  one  fide, 
and  Capt,  James  Hughes,  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Garrifon  of  Cud- 
da  lore,  on  the  other. 

THE  gates  fhall  be  delivered  up 
to-morrow,  the  4th  of  April,  1782, 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
nine  in  the  morning. 

Agreed. 

The  French  flag  fhall  be  kept  fly* 
ing  till  that  time  on  the  ramparts, 
and  all  hoftilities  fhall  be  fufpended  ; 
Capt,  Hughes  giving  his  word,  that 
nothing  fhall  go  out  of  the  place, 
either  by  land  or  fea  ;  and  all  that 
does  go  out  fhall  be  deemed  an  in¬ 
fringement  on  the  articles  of  capi¬ 
tulation,  as  it  mu  A  either  belong 
to  the  king  or  company,  iince  the 
property  of  officers  and  inhabitants 
areinfured  to  them. 

Agreed. 

The  garrilbn  fhall  remain  prifon- 
ers  of  war;  the  European  officers 
and  troops,  fhall  be  fent  to  Madras 
on  their  parole,  to  be  exchanged 
for  the  like  number  and  rank  of 
French  officers  and  troops.  • 
Agreed. 

Private  property  fhall  be  fecured  : 
but  all  that  belongs  to  the  king 
and  company  fhall  be  given  over 
with  the  utmoA  exadtnels,  and  re- 
giAered  by  the  French  commiflary 
fent  for  that  purpofe ;  and  th.e  leall 
infidelity  fhall  be  deemed  an  in- 
1783, 


fringement  on  the  articles  of  capB 
tulation. 

Agreed. 

The  garrifon  Ihall  march  out 
with  the  honours  of  war,  and  de~ 
pofit  their  arms  on  the  glacis,  with¬ 
out  being  damaged,. 

Agreed. 

The  garrifon  fhall  be  provided 
with  provifions  and  a  paflage  by  fea 
to  Madras,  the  civil  as  well  as  th& 
military. 

Agreed. 

Thofe  who  do  not  choofe  to  re¬ 
main  under  the  French  government 
will  have  paflports  and  efcorts  to 
Madras  ;  thofe  that  do,  fhall,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  month s* 
take  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  moft 
ChriAian  MajeAy. 

Agreed. 

The  liberty  of  religion  is  granted 
in  full. 

Agreed. 

The  fort  being  delivered  lip,  all 
private  property  belonging  to  the 
the  Engiifh,  whether  within  or 
without  it,  fhall  be  fecured  to  them* 

Agreed. 

The  whole  is  thoroughly  un- 
derAood,  and  agreed  to,  upon  th£ 
AricAeA  honour. 

April,  3,  1782, 

Signed  for  the  French  general,  Le 

Vicomte  de  Houdetot. 

(Signed)  Duchemin. 

(Signed)  James  Hughes, 
Captain  Commandant  of  Cud*' 
dalore.  • 

N.  B.  The  above  is  a  tranflatiom 
of  a  copy  from  the  original  articles 
of  capitulation. 

James  Hughes, 
Captain  Commandant. 

On  the  t  2th,  I  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  enemy  having  com¬ 
menced  the  fiege  of  Perirmcolu 
And  I  And  that  garrifon  capitulated 
on  the  1 7th. 

(L)  I  had 
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I  had  no  doubt  of  the  enemy’s 
forming  defigns  upon  Vandiwafh ; 
indeed  my  intelligence  gave  me 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  French 
and  Hyder  would  march  imme¬ 
diately.  to  attack  it;  I  therefore 
movecTthe  army  towards  it  with  all 
poffible  difpatch,  in  full  perfuafion 
that  our  enemies  would  have  met 
me  there,  and  tried  adecifive  adtion  : 
but  I  arrived  there  without  receiv¬ 
ing  the  fmallefl  oppolition  ;  appre¬ 
hending,  however,  left  the  enemy 
might  be  in  doubt  about  my  defire 
of  bringing  them  to  adtion,  and 
convinced  that  they  would  not  feek 
for  me  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vandiwafh,  where  I  could  receive 
them  to  fo  great  advantage,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  advance  towards  them. 
I  accordingly  made  two  marches  in 
the  diredl  road  to  the  ground,  on 
which  we  had  obferved  them,  from 
the  hill  of  Vandiwafh  to  be  en¬ 
camped  ;  but  on  my  approach  they 
fell  back,  and  both  by  my  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  by  what  I  could  dif- 
cover  from  the  heights  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  our  camp,  they  took 
tip  their  flation  on  the  Red  Hills. 
This  was  a  pofrtion  in  itfelf  fo 
flrong,  and  could,  by  an  army  of 
fuch  magnitude  as  Hyder’s,  fup- 
ported  by  an  European  force  far 
exceeding  the  numbers  in  my  army, 
be  occupied  to  fo  great  advantage, 
that  I  judged  it  expedient  to  lay  my 
intelligence  and  fentiments  before 
the  tw'o  next  officers  in  command, 
major  general  Stuart  and  colonel 
Hang,  that  I  might  have  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  their  opinions  on  a  matter  of 
fuch  momentous  importance,  and 
on  the  ifTue  of  which  depended  the 
whold  of  the  Britifh  intereils  in 
India. 

Upon  a  reference  to  the  council 
of  war,  which  was  held  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  ideal  fuggeffed  of  draw¬ 
ing  the  enemy  from  their  flrong 


pofi,  by  moving  in  a  diredborc, 
which  would  effectually  check  Hy¬ 
der’s  fupplies,  and  alarm  him  for 
his  grand  magazine  of  Arnee,  was 
u  n  a  n  i  rno  u fly  a ppro ved . 

In  conformity  to  the  plan,  we 
accordingly  marched  on  the  30th, 
and,  on  the  1  ft  of  June,  encamped 
at  the  diflance  of  about  five  miles 
from  Arnee.  That  day  I  received 
intelligence  that  Hyder,  on  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  route  we  had  taken, 
marched  immediately,  and  that  the 
advance  of  his  army  had  arrived  the 
preceding  evening  at  DefToor,  dis¬ 
tant  from  us  about  twenty- five  miles, 
and  in  the  high  road  towards  us. 
I  was  thereby  fatisfied  that  the  ef- 
fedt  I  had  in  view  had  taken  place, 
and  ordered  a  proper  place  to  be  re¬ 
connoitred  for  polling  the  baggage, 
in  cafe  I  fliould  either  have  found  it 
advifeable  to  go  and  meet  the  enemy, 
or  to  receive  them  on  the  ground  I 
had  occupied.  In  the  middle  of 
the  night  of  the  ill,  or  rather  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  intelli¬ 
gence  was  brought  me  that  Hyder 
was  come  to  Chittiput,  diflant  from 
us  about  eleven  miles.  The  army 
was  then  under  orders  of  march  to 
proceed  nearer  Arnee,  which,  I  was 
encouraged  to  hope,  might  prove 
an  eafy  acquifition,  and  which,  by 
the  large  flock  of  provifions  it  con* 
tained,  added  to  the  extreme  ficnefs 
of  its  fituation,  opened  to  us  no 
lefs  a  profpedt  than  the  total  expul* 
lion  of  the  enemy  from  the  Car¬ 
natic.  In  my  then  pofition,  with 
Hyder’s  army  on  the  one  fide,  and 
an  objedl  of  fuch  magnitude  on  the 
other,  it  became  a  point  of  delibe¬ 
ration,  which  was  the  molt  elegible 
line  of  condudt  to  be  adopted.  To 
perfevere  in  my  original  intention  of 
threatening  Arnee  (which  Hyder 
had  mod  undoubtedly  come  to  co¬ 
ver)  and  thereby  bring  on  an  adtion* 
or  to  advance  and  engage  the  enemy, 

I  pre- 


PUBLIC  PAPER 


f 


!  1  preferred  the  former,  as  promifed 
the  mod  certain  iiTue,  upon  the 
mind  of  Hyder,  whale  foie  view 
evidently  was  to  fave  his  grand  ma¬ 
gazine.  It  was  equal  to  him,  whe¬ 
ther  he  acccomplifhed  that,  by  di¬ 
verting  our  attention  from  it,  or  by 
giving  us  battle.  But  it  is  realbn- 
able  to  imagine,  that  if  he  fucceed- 
.  ed  on  the  former  grounds,  he  would 

O  7 

hardly,  after  having  buffered  ,-four 
defeats,  put  any  thing  to  rilk  on  the 
latter.  We  accordingly  therefore 
:  commenced  our  march  towards  Ar- 
nee,  contiguous  to  which  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  our  army  had  arrived,  and 
we  had  begun  to  mark  out  the 
ground  for  our  encampment,  when 
a  diftant  cannonade  opened  on  our 
rear,  and  which  was  the  firft  annun¬ 
ciation  I  had  of  Hyder’s  having 
approached  fo  near  us,  in  force. 
His  coming  upon  us,  thus  fuddenly, 
proceeds  from  his  being  able  to  cover 
the  march  of  his  line  of  infantry, 
by  his  large  bodies  of  horfe,  and 
which  having  generally  been  the 
companions  of  our  movements,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  the  war,  were  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  confidered  as  any  pofitive 
proof  of  his  army  being  at  hand. 

Every  difpatch  was  ufed  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  neceffary  difpohtion  for  re¬ 
pelling  the  attack,  and  coming  to 
addon.  Our  line  was  then  in  a 
low  fitua.ti.on,  with  high  and  com¬ 
manding  ground  all  round,  which 
as  the  enemy  had  got  pofifeffion  of, 
our  different  manoeuvres  were  per¬ 
formed  under  every  difadvantage, 
and  expo  fed  to  a  heavy  though  bi¬ 
ff  ant  cannonade.  It  was  not  until 
near  mid-day  that  we  had  reduced 
the  enemy’s  various  attacks  into  one 
fettled  point,  fo  as  to  advance  up¬ 
on  them  wish  effedf,  and  with  a- 
profpecf  of  advantage;  but  fo  foon 
as  that  was  accomplifhed,  we  pu fil¬ 
ed  on  and  they  gave  way.  We  pur- 
fued  them  till  the  evening  was  far 
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advanced,  taking  from  them  in  their 
retreat  one  gun,  five  tumbrils,  and 
two  carts  loaded  with  amunition. 

I  remained  at  this  advanced  Na¬ 
tion  to  the  lafl  moment  the  fate  of 
my  providons  would  admit  of ;  and 
when  obliged  to  fall  back  for  my 
fupplies,  I  endeavoured  to  do  it  with 
all  the  credit  pollible,  by  again  feek- 
ing  for  Hyder,  who,  by  my  inteE 
ligence,  had  encamped  with  his 
army  contiguous  to  a  road  by  which 
we  might  march.  He  retreated 
before  me  with  precipitation,  al¬ 
though  in  polTeilion  of  ground  which 
he  could  have  difputed  our  approach 
towards  with  great  advantage.  We 
purfued  our  march  the  fucceeding 
day,  by  the  fame  road  on  which  he 
had  retreated,  but  found  that  he 
had  turned  oft'  and  croiTed  the  coun¬ 
try  towards  Arnee.  On  the  8th  of 
June,  when  encamped  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Trivatore,  and  where 
we  had  halted  a  day  to  refrefh  both 
the  troops  and  the  cattle,  of  which 
they  flood  greatly  in  need,  having 
fullered  feverely  both  by  ficknefe 
and  fatigue,  our  grand  guard  was 
moll  unfortunately  drawn  into  an 
ambufcade  compofed  of  about  fix 
thoufand  of  Hyder’ 3  chofen  horfe^ 
and  totally  cut  off  before  any  fup- 
port  could  be  afforded. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  inform  you, 
that  the  eftabiilhment  of  peace  with 
the  Mahrattas  is  in  the  faired  way 
towards  being  happily  accomplifhed, 
as,  on  the  1  7th  of  May  lad,  articles 
of  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  perpetual 
friendflup  and  alliance,  between  the 
Englifh  and  the  Mahrattas,  were 
agreed  to  and  executed  by  Mahdeo 
Scindia,  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
and  by  Mr.  David  Anderfon  ( de¬ 
puted  by  the  governor-general  and 
council)  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
fubjedt  however  to  the  approval  and 
ratification  of  their  refpedlive  go- 
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come  final.  In  as  far  as  depends  up- 
us,  I  believe  every  part  has  been 
confirmed  ;  but  as  yet  I  have  not 
heard  the  conditions,  having-  re- 
ceived  the  feal  and  fignature  of  the 
Pefhwa,  and  the  attentions  of  the 
dependent  members  of  the  Poona 
flate.  / 

The  only  important  movement  of 
the  army,  which  happened  between 
the  adtion  of  the  2d  of  June  until 
the  prefent  time,  was  the  relief  of 
the  garrifon  of  Villore,  which  was 
performed  between  the  7th  and  21ft 
of  Auguft ;  the  army  having  marched 
in  that  period  near  200  miles,  and 
threw  into  the  place  provifions  fuf- 
ficient  to  maintain  the  garrifon  to 
the  1  ft  of  March  next. 

I  am  concerned  to  acquaint  your 
lordfhips  with  the  fall  of  Trincomale, 
which  by  our  intelligence  was  fur- 
rendered  to  the  French  force 
under  Monf.  Suffrein  on  the  31ft 
ult.  by  capitulation.  My  orders 
were  to  defend  it  to  the  laft.  Our 
fquadron  had  an  adfion  with  the 
French  fquadron  off  the  place  on 
the  3d  inft.  in  which  the  laft  fuf- 
fered  moil  ;  but  our  fleet  found  it 
neceflary  to  come  to  thefe  roads, 
where  it  arrived  the  9th  inilant,  and 
is  now  refitting,  and  intends  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Bombay  the  middle  of 
next  months  The  Minerva  ftore- 
Ihip,  and  the  Major  and  Nottingham 
Indiamen  belonging  to  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton’s  fleet,  are  arrived  ;  the 
two  latter  having  on  board  lieutenant 
colonel  Adams,  with  two  compa¬ 
nies  of  his  majefty’s  101  ft  regiment, 
and  colonel  Reimbold,  with  two 
companies  of  his  majefty’s  electoral 
troops.  They  have  all  of  them  ar¬ 
rived  extremely  healthy,  and  have 
fuffered  very  little  indeed  by  the 
voyage. 

My  prefent  weak  ftate  will  not 
allow  of  my  entering  into  a  parti¬ 
cular  detail,  of  the  late  march  of  the 
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army  towards  Cuddalore,  and  its  re*-, 
turn,  together  with  the  other  oc¬ 
curences  which  have  iinee  hap¬ 
pened. 

Major  general  fir  Hedlor  Munro 
has  refigned  the  fervice,  and  re¬ 
turns  to  Europe  in  the  Myrtle  tranft 
port,  which  fails  in  a  few  days. 
Major  general  Stuart,  who  has  been 
conftamly  in  the  field  during  the 
whole  ot  this  year’s  campaign,  will, 
in  confequence,  fucceed  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  company’s  troops 
on  this  eftablifhment.  He  has  been 
in  command  of  the  army  ever  fines 
my  iilnefs,  in  the  conduct  of  which 
he  has  flfiewn  the  molt  indefatigable 
activity,  in  a  manner  highly  to  his 
own  honour,  and  much  to  my  fa- 
tisfadlion. 

Extradls  of  Letters  from  Vice  Admi¬ 
ral  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  received  the  6thinftant, 
by  the  Hon.  Captain  Carpenter, 
who  came  PafTenger  to  Ireland 
in  the  Rodney  Packet  belonging; 
to  the  Eaft  India  Company. 

Superb ,  off  Negapatnam^ 
July  1  5,  1782. 

I  MENTIONED,  in  my  letter 
of  the  1 5th  ult.  my  intention  to 
embark,  in  a  few  days  after,  all 
fuch  men  from  Trincomale  hof- 
pital  as  could  be  any  ways  ferviceabls 
on  board,  and  proceed  with  the 
fquadron  to  this  coall,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  that  of  the,  French  under 
Monf.  Suffrein  ;  and,  accordingly, 
I  failed  from  Trincomale  bay  on 
the  24th  of  laft  month,  and  an¬ 
chored  in  Negapatnam  Road  the 
day  following. 

At  this  place,  I  was  informed  that 
the  French  fquadron  was  then  at 
anchor  off  Cuddalore,  which  had 
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forrendered  before  to  their  land 
forces  ;  and  that  his  njajefty’s  arm¬ 
ed  tranfports  the  Refoiution  and 
Raikes,  on  their  pafiage  to  join  me 
at  Trineomale  with  (lores  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  had  very  unfortunately  been 
fallen  in  with  by  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  and  captured  ;  and  the  San 
Carlos,  another  of  his  majefty’s 
armed  tranfports,  with  the  Rodney 
brig,  were  chafed,  and  very  nar¬ 
rowly  efcaped  being  alfo  captured, 
and  had  returned  to  Madras  road. 

I  continued  with  the  iquadron 
at  an  anchor  in  Negapatnam  Road 
till  the  5th  of  this  month,  when,  at 
one  P.  M.  the  French  iquadron,  con¬ 
fiding  of  18  fail,  12  of  which  of 
the  line,  came  in  light.  At  three 
P,  M.  I  weighed  with  his  Majefty’s 
iquadron,  and  flood  to  the  fouth- 
ward  all  that  evening  and  night,  in 
order  to  gain  the  wind  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  6th,  at  day-light,  the 
enemy’s  fquadronat  anchor,  bearing 
N®  N.  E.  diftant  about (even  or  eight 
miles,  wind  at  S.  W.  At  fifty  mi¬ 
nutes  pail  five  A  M.  I  made  the 
fignai  for  the  line  of  battle  a-breaft, 
and  bore  away  towards  the  enemy. 
At  fix,  obferving  the  enemy  get¬ 
ting  under  fail,  and  {landing  to  the 
weitward,  hauled  down  the  fignai 
for  the  line  of  battle  a-breaft,  and 
made  the  fignai  for  the  line  a-head 
at  two  cables  length  diflance.  At 
ten  minutes  pail  feven  our  line 
eing  well  formed,  made  the  fig- 
al  to  bear  down  on  the  enemy  ; 
each  fhip  in  our  line  againft  the 
fiiip  oppofed  to  her  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line.  At  forty  minutes  paft 
ten  the  enemy’s  line  began  to  fire  on 
ours.  At  forty -five  minutes  paft 
ten  I  made  the  fignai  for  battle,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  fignai  for  a  clofe 
engagement. 

From  ten  minutes  after  eleven, 
till  thirty -five  pall  noon,  the  engage¬ 
ment  was  general  from  van  to  rear 
fV  both  i\nes3  and  moftly  very  clofe ; 
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the  enemy’s  fhips  appeared  to  have  , 
Buffered  feverely  both  in  hulls  and 
malls  ;  the  van  fhip  had  bore  away 
out  of  their  line  ;  and  the  Brilliant, 
the  French  admiral’s  iecond  fhip  a- 
head,  had  loft  his  main-mall.  At 
this  time  the  fea  breeze  fet  in  at  S. 

S.  E.  very  frelh,  and  feveral  of  the 
.(hips  in  our  van  and  center  were  ta¬ 
ken  a-back  and  paid  round  with 
their  heads  to  the  We  Award,  while 
others  of  our  fhips,  thole  in  the 
rear  in  particular,  which  had  fuf¬ 
fered  lefs  in  their  rigging,  paid  off 
and  continued  on  their  former  tack. 
Some  of  the  enemy’s  (hips  we/e  alfo 
paid  round  by  the  fea  breeze,  with 
their  heads  to  the  Weftw-ard  ;  the 
admiral’s  fecond  a-head  in  particu¬ 
lar,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Ajax,  but  proved  afterwards  to  be 
the  Severe,  fell  along-lide  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  and  ftrucktoher;  but,  whilft 
the  Sultan  was  wearing  to  join  me, 
made  what  fail  he  could,  and  fired  on 
and  raked  the  Sultan,  without  (hewing 
any  colours,  and  then  got  in  amongil 
his  own  fhips.  At  fifty  minutes  paft 
noon,  finding  the  Worceller,  Eagle, 
and  Burford,  ftili  continuing  on  their 
former  tack,  and  nearing  the  body 
of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  very  fall, 

1  made  the  fignai  to  wear,  and 
hauled  down  the  fignai  for  the 
line,  propofing  to  make  the  fignai 
for  a  general  chafe  ;  but  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Monarca  having  hailed, 
and  informed  me  that  all  his  (land¬ 
ing  rigging  wasfliot  away,  and  the 
fhip  otherwife  lb  much  difabled  as 
to  be  ungovernable,  and  the  Hero 
on  the  contrary  tack,  hauling  in 
with  the  land  with  the  fignai  of  dif- 
trefs  out,  and  the  enemy’s  fhips 
having  wore  and  come  to  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  thofe  leafb  difabled  form¬ 
ing  to  windward  to  cover  their  dif¬ 
abled  fhips,  and  endeavouring  to  cut 
off  the  Eagle,  I  made  the  fignai, 
at  twenty  minutes  pall  one,  to  wear, 
and  flood  to  the  Weftward?  the  en- 
(L  3)  gagemcns, 
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gagement  dill  continuing  partially, 
wherever  our  fhips  were  near  the 
enemy’s,  and  the  Eagle  hard  preffed 
by  two  of  the  enemy’s  fhips.  At 
half  pad  one  I  made  the  fignal  for 
the  line  of  battle  a-head  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  and  made  the  Exeter’s 
fignal  to  come  within  hail,  and  di- 
reeled  her  to  take  her  darion  a-dern 
of  the  Sultan.  At  two  P.  M.  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  were  danding  in 
fhore,  and  collecting  their  fhips, 
which  I  was  alfo  endeavouring  to 
do,  as  our  fquadron  was  very  much 
difperfed,  and  continued  on  differ¬ 
ent  tacks,  the  fhips  being  greatly 
difabled,  and  in  general  ungovern¬ 
able. 

At  half  pad  four,  I  hauled  down 
the  fignal  lor  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head,  and  made  the  fignal  to  pre¬ 
pare  to  anchor  ;  and  at  half  pad 
five  I  anchored  with  the  Superb  in 
fix  fathom  water,  between  Nega- 
patnam  and  Nagore ;  the  other 
fhips  of  the  fquadron  anchoring  as 
they  came  in  with  the  land,  and  the 
Worceder  next  dav. 

•J 

The  enemy  having  colledted  their 
fhips  into  a  clofe  body.,  anchored  at 
fix  P.  M.  about  three  leagues  to  lee¬ 
ward  of  our  fhips ;  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  day,  and  all  night, 
our  fhips  were  clofely  employed  in 
fecuring  their  lower  mads,  almod  all 
their  danding  rigging  being  fhot 
away ;  fplicing  the  old  and  reeving 
new  rigging,  and  getting  ferviceable 
fails  to  the  yards. 

On  the  7th  in  the  morning,  the 
damages  fudained  by  the  feveral 
fliips  of  the  fquadron  appeared  to 
me  fo  great,  that  I  gave  up  all 
thoughts  of  purfuing  the  enemy  ; 
and  at  nine  A.  M.  the  French  fqua¬ 
dron  got  under  fail,  and  returned 
to  Cuddalore  road,  their  difabled 
fhips  a-head  ;  and  thofe  lefs  fo,  co¬ 
vering  their  retreat  in  the  rear. 

At  ten  A.  M.  I  fent  kcapt.  James 


Watt,  of  his  majedy’s  fhip  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  in  the  Rodney  brig  difarmed, 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a  letter 
to  Monf.  Suffrein,  containing  a  de¬ 
mand  of  the  furrender  ot  the  French 
king’s  fhip  the  Ajax.  Capt.  Watt 
came  up  with  the  French  fquadron 
the  fame  evening,  and  my  letter  was 
forwarded  to  Monf.  Suffrein,  who 
returned  an  evaflve  anfvver,  faying 
it  was  the  French  (hip  Severe  who 
had  the  halliards  of  his  enflgn  fhot 
away,  as  frequently  happens  in  ac¬ 
tion,  by  which  means  it  came  down, 
but  never  was  intended  robe  Aruck. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  inform 
their  lordfhips,  that  in  this  engage¬ 
ment  his  majedy’s  fquadron  under 
my  command  gained  a  decided  fu- 
periority  over  that  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  had  not  the  i nd  {bitted,  and 
thrown  his  majedy’s  fquadron  out 
of  adtion,  at  the  very  time  when 
fome  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  had 
broken  their  line,  and  were  rim¬ 
ing  away,  and  others  of  them, 
greatly  difabled,  I  have  good  reafon 
to  believe  it  would  have  ended  m 
the  capture  of  feveral  of  their  line 
of  battle  fhips.  I  am  happy  alfo 
to  inform  their  lordfhips,  that  the 
officers  and  the  men  of  the  fquadron 
behaved  to  my  fatisfadfion,  and 
have  great  merit  for  their  bravery 
and  deady  condudt :  the  captains 
Gell  of  the  Monarca,  Rainier  of 
the  Burford,  and  Watt  of  the  Sul- 
tan,  eminently  didinguifhed  them- 
leives  by  a  dried  attention  to  my 
fignals,  and  the  lit  mod  exertion  of 
courage  and  condudt  againft  the 
enemy. 

I  am  alfo  obliged  to  Col.  Ful- 
larton,  of  the  98th  regiment,  who 
has  been  my  companion  in  the  Su¬ 
perb  fince  I  left  Madras  road  in 
March  lad,  preferring  to  ferve  with 
his  corps  on  board  to  living  inadfive 
on  fhore.  The  officers  and  men  of 
this  regiment  have  behaved  with 

great 
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great  regularity  on  board  the  fliips 
of'  the  fquadron,  and  done  their 
duty  well  on  all  occalions.  Major 
Grattan,  an  officer  late  of  general 
Meadows’s  ftaff,  and  a  captain  in  the 
looth  regiment,  has  alio  ferved  with 
great  credit  on  board  the  Superb 
on  this  occafion,  in  the  abience  of 
his  corps  now  on  the  Malabar  coail. 

The  death  of  capt.  Maclellan,  of 
the  Superb,  who  was  foot  through 
the  heart  with  a  grape  (hot  early  in 
the  engagement,  is  univerfaily  re¬ 
gretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  I 
had  experienced  in  him  an  excel¬ 
lent  officer  in  every  department  of 
the  fervice. 

Inclofed  with  this  is  an  account 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
each  fliip,  and  lids  of  the  Engliih 
and  French  lines  of  battle* 

An  Account  of  the  killed  and 

wounded  on  board  the  following 

Ships. 

Superb.  Captain  Dunbar  Mac- 
lellan,  6  petty  officers,  feamen, 
marines,  and  98th  regiment,  killed : 
19  petty  officers,  feamen,  marines, 
and  98th  regiment,  wounded. 

Hero.  Lieut.  Henry  Chapman, 
11  petty  officers,  feamen,  marines, 
and  19th  regiment,  killed  ;  23  petty 
officers,  feamen,  marines,  and  98th 
regiment,  wounded . 

Magnanime.  2  petty  officers  and 
feamen,  killed;  lieut.  ThomasHenry 
Wiifon,  capt.  William  Adlam,  of 
the  marines,  1 3  petty  officers  and 
feamen,  wounded. 

Monmouth.  Lieut.  Sabine  Gaf- 
coigne,  5  1  petty  officers,  feamen, 
and  marines,  wounded. 

Monarca.  8  petty  officers,  fea¬ 
men,  marines,  and  98th  regiment, 
killed  ;  Mr.  Francis  Corrie,  maker, 
capt.  Abbot  in  the  company’s  fer¬ 
vice,  44  petty  officers,  feamen,  ma¬ 
rines,  and  98th  regiment,  wounded. 

Burford.  Capt.  Vroxholme  Jen- 
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kinfon,  of  the  98th  regiment,  with 
6  petty  officers,  feamen,  marines, 
and  Lafcars,  killed  ;  Mr.  Edward 
Darby,  maker,  Mr.  Richard  Da¬ 
niel,  boatfwain,  32,  petty  officers, 
feamen,  marines,  and  98th  regiment, 
wounded. 

Eagle.  4  petty  officers  and  fea¬ 
men,  killed  :  lieut.  William  Wood, 
8  petty  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  wounded. 

Exeter.  1 1  petty  officers,  fea¬ 
men,  marines,  and  Lafcars,  killed  | 
Mr.  Thomas  Cribbon,  maker,  Mr. 
'William  Cunningham,  boatfwain, 
22  petty  officers,  feamen,  marines, 
98th  regiment,  and  Lafcars,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Sultan.  16  petty  officers,  fea¬ 
men,  and  marines,  killed ;  lieut. 
John  Drew,  lieut.  Richard  Wil¬ 
liams  of  the  marines,  19  petty  of¬ 
ficers,  feamen,  and  marines,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Worceker.  1  Lafcar,  *  killed  j 

lieut. - Johnkonof  the  marines, 

8  petty  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  wounded. 

His.  9  petty  officers,  feamen, 
98th  regiment,  and  Lafcars,  killed  $ 
19  petty  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  wounded. 

Total  killed  and  wounded. 


Ships  names. 

Killed. 

Won. 

Superb 

—  7 

*3 

Hero 

— -  12 

23 

Magnanime 

—  2 

>7 

Monmouth 

— , 

1 2 

Monarca 

—  8 

46 

Burford 

—  7 

34 

Eagle 

—  4 

9 

Exeter 

1 1 

24 

Sultan 

—  16 

21 

‘Worceker 

—  1 

9 

Ifrs 

—  9 

19 

Total  77 

2  33 

Thf 
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The  Enelifli  and  French  Line  of 
Battle  on  the  6th  of  J  uly,  1782. 


Englifh  Ships. 

Guns 

Hero  — 

—  74 

Exeter  — - 

64. 

Ifis  — 

~~  5P 

Bnrford  — - 

—  7° 

Sultan  — 

—  74 

Superb 

—  74 

Monarca 

—  7° 

Worceffer 

<— «  64 

Monmouth 

—  64 

Eagle  — 

_  64 

Magnanirne 

- — >  64 

Frigate, 

Seahorfe. 


French  Ships. 

Guns 

Le  Flamrpand 

—  50 

Le  Hannibal 

—  74 

Le  Brilliant 

—  64 

Le  Severe  ■ 

-  64 

Le  Hero  — 

—  74 

Le  Sphinx 

— •  64 

Le  Petit  Hannibal 

^0 

lAArtefian  — r 

1  -  64 

Le  Vengeur 

—  64 

Le  Bizarre 

— •  64 

L’Orient  — 

—  74 

L’Ajax  — - 

—  H 

Frigates 

8 

La  Belfone, 

La  Fine, 

La  Naide, 

La  Diligente. 

EDW. 

HUGHES. 

Superb,  in  Madras  Road , 
Nl  dug.  12 ,  1782. 

FINDING  it  impoffible  to  repair 
the  lofs  of  top-mails,  and  the  other 
damages  the  (hips  of  the  fquadron 
had  fuilained  in  the  engagement,  on 
the  6th  of  lail  month,  with  the 
French  fquadron  under  the  com¬ 


as  well  as  its  proviiions  being  nearly 
exhauffed,  I  was  under  the  neceffity 
to  proceed  with  the  fquadron  to  this 
road,  where  our  ftores  and  provi¬ 
iions  are  depoiited  ;  and  having  fail¬ 
ed  from  my  then  ilation  off  Nega- 
patnam  on  the  18th,  arrived  here 
the  20th  of  laft  month,  where  I 
have  been  inceffantly  labouring  to 
put  the  ihips  in  a  condition  for  fer- 
vice. 

When  I  left  the  windward  ilation 
off  Negapatnam,  the  French  fqua-^ 
dron  was  at  an  anchor  off  Cudda- 
lore,  repairing  their  damages. 

On  my  arrival  in  this  road,  I 
learned  that  his  majeffy’s  fhip  Scep¬ 
tre,  captain  Samuel  Graves,  one  of 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton’s  fquadron, 
had  arrived  here  on  the  13th  of  laft 
month,  and  had  again  failed  with 
his  majefty’s  armed  tranfport  San 
Carlos  on  the  17th,  with  intent  to 
join  me  to  the  fouthward  ;  and  on 
the  28th  of  the  month  they  both 
joined  me  in  this  road  :  captain 
Graves  had  parted  company  with 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton’s  fquadron 
foon  after  it  left  the  Channel,  had 
been  at  Rio  Janeiro,  where  he  met 
the  Medea  frigate,  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  paffage  to  India,  they  cap¬ 
tured  a  large  French  fhip  ladeji  with 
naval  ftores,  in  charge  of  which 
capt.  Graves  left  the  Medea,  and 
proceeded  on  in  the  Sceptre  to  join 
me. 

On  the  3  iff  I  difpached  his  ma- 
jeffy’s  fhips  Monmouth  and  Sceptre 
to  Trincomale,  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  troops,  and  a  fupply  of 
provisions  and  ftores,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Alms ;  and  I 
have  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform  their 
lordfhips,  that  fervice  has  been  very 
completely  performed,  and  the  two 
fhips  rejoined  me  here  on  the  10th 
of  this  month. 

As  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron  are 


mand  of  M.  Suffirein,  without  a 
fupply  of  fpars,  fifties  and  cordage, 
and  tjic  ammunition  of  the  fquadron 


now  nearly  fitted,  I  hope  to  bp  able 
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to  proceed  to  fea  in  a  few  days  to 
cover  the  arrival  of  the  expected  re¬ 
inforcements  under  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton,  and  oppofe  the  enemy’s 
fquadron. 

Superb,  in  Madras  Road , 
Aug.  1 6,  1782. 

I  BEG  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
inform  their  lordfhips,  that,  iince 
doling  my  lad  letter  to  you,  dated 
the  1 2th  of  this  month,  his  majefty’s 
frigate  the  Medea,  captain  Cl  ower, 
arrived  and  joined  me  here  the  1 3th, 
and  his  majefty’s  frigate  the  Co¬ 
ventry  this  day  from  Bombay,  where 
Ihe  has  been  completely  repaired. 

The  Medea  brought  in  with  her 
a  French  (hip  about  450  tons  bur¬ 
then,  laden  with  provisions  and 
flares,  bound  to  the  Mauritias,  but 
captured  by  the  Sceptre  and  Medea 
oft  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Captain  Mitchell,  of  the  Coven¬ 
try,  informs  me,  that  on  the  12th 
of  this  moth,  off  Friars  Hood  on 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  he  fell  in  with 
and  attacked  the  Beliona,  a  French 
frigate  of  40  guns,  and,  after  a  fe- 
vere  engagement  of  two  hours  and 
a  half,  the  Beliona  fheered  off  from 
the  Coventry,  and  made  fail  to  join 
the  French  fleet ;  and  the  Coventry 
had  fuffered  fo  much  in  her  mails 
and  rigging,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
come  up  with  her  before  fhe  joined 
the  French  fleet,  confiding  of  23 
fail,  which  capt.  Mitchell  faw  at 
anchor  in  the  Battacalo  road,  and 
was  chafed  by  two  of  their  line  of 
battle  fhips.  In  the  engagement  the 
Coventry  had  13  men  killed,  and 
2q  wounded  ;  and  I  hope  to  be  able 
fo  far  to  repair  her  damages,  as  to 
carry  her  to  fea  with  me  in  two  or 
three  days.  Captain  Mitchell  fpeaks 
highly  of  the  courage  and  good 
conduct  of  the  Coventry’s  officers 
and  men  ;  and  I  trull  their  lordfhips 
will  give  him  his  full  fffiwe  of  me- 
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rit,  for  having  fo  gallantly  attacked 
and  beaten  an  enemy’s  fliip  fo  fupe- 
rior  in  force  to  his  own. 

Superb ,  in  Madras  Road, 
Sept ,  30,  1782. 

IN  my  letter  of  the  12th  of  laffi 
month,  1  mentioned  my  intention, 
to  proceed  to  fea  when  the  fquadron 
was  refitted,  for  the  purpofe  of  co¬ 
vering  the  arrival  of  the  expedled 
reinforcements  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  and  to 
oppofe  the  enemy’s  fquadron  ;  and 
accordingly,  on  the  20th,  the  fqua¬ 
dron  having  completed  its  provi- 
fions,  and  being  in  a  tolerable  con¬ 
dition  for  ferviee,  I  left  the  road 
with  the  fquadron  under  my  £0111- 
mand,  and  ufed  all  diligence  poffible 
to  get  to  the  fouthward  to  Trinco- 
male,  being  apprehenfive  the  enemy 
would  endeavour  to  make  themfelves 
mailers  of  that  harbour  in  the  ab» 
fence  of  the  fquadron  ;  but  the 
wind  blowing  ftrong  from  the  fouth¬ 
ward,  I  did  not  arrive  with  the 
fquadron  off  Trincomale  till  the 
night  of  the  2d  of  this  month  ;  and 
in  the  morning  following  I  difeo- 
vered  French  colours  on  the  forts, 
and  their  fquadron  reinforced  by  the 
Illuftre,  of  74  guns,  the  St.  Mi¬ 
chael,  of  64,  and  the  Elizabeth, 
formerly  a  Company’s  fliip,  of  50 
guns,  with  feveral  tranfports,  in  all 
30  fail,  at  anchor  in  the  feveral  bays 
there. 

On  the  appearance  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  fquadron  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  the  French  fquadron,  con¬ 
fining  of  14  line  of  battle  fhips,  the 
Elizabeth,  three  frigates,  and  afire- 
fhip,  got  under  fail,  and,  about  fix 
A.  M.  flood  out  of  Black  Bay  to  the 
S.  Eafhvard,  the  wind  blowing 
ftrong  at  S.  W.  off  the  fhore,  which 
placed  them  to  windward  of  his 
majefty’s  fquadron.  At  ten  minutes 
pail  fix  A,  M.  I  made  the  figna]  for 
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the  line  of  battle  a-head  at  two  ca¬ 
bles  length  didance,  fhortened  fail, 
and  edged  away  from  the  wind,  that 
the  fliips  to  form  the  van  of  our 
line  might  the  more  fpeedily  get 
into  their  dations.  At  20  minutes 
pad  eight,  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
began  to  edge  down  on  our  line, 
then  formed  in  good  order.  From 
that  time  till  half  pad  eleven  A.  M. 

I  deered  under  topfails  in  the  line 
E.  S.  E.  with  the  wind  blowing 
drong-  at  S.  W.  in  order  to  draw  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  as  far  as  poffible 
from  the  port  of  Trincomale  ;  th'ey 
fometimes  edging  down,  fometimes 
bringing  to,  and  in  no  regular  or¬ 
der,  as  if  undetermined  what  to  do. 

At  noon  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
appeared  to  have  an  intention  to  en¬ 
gage.  At  half  pad  two,  P.  M.  the 
French  line  began  to  fire  on  ours, 
and  I  made  the  lignal  for  batt  le  :  at 
five  minutes  after,  the  engagement 
was  general  from  cur  van  to  our 
rear  ;  the  two  additional  drips  of  the 
enemy’s  line  falling  furioufly  on  our 
rearmod  fhip  the  Worceder,  were 
bravely  refided  by  that  fhip  and  the 
Monmouth,  her  fecond  a-head, 
which  backed  all  her  fails  to  affid 
her.  About  the  fame  time,  the  van 
of  the  enemy’s  line,  to  which  five 
of  their  (hips  had  crouded,  bore 
down  on  the  Exeter  and  Ifis,  the  two 
headmod  fhips  of  our  line,  and  by 
an  exerted  fire  on  them,  forced  the 
Exeter,  much  dilabled,  out  of  the 
line  ;  then  tacked,  keeping  their 
wind,  and  firing  on  the  Ifis,  and 
other  fhips  of  our  van,  as  they  pair¬ 
ed.  In  the  mean  time  the  centers 
of  the  two  lines  were  warmly  en¬ 
gaged,  fhip  to  fhip.  At  twenty- 
eight  minutes  pad  three,  the  mizen- 
raaft  of  the  French  admiral’s  fecond 
a-dern  was  fliot  or  cut  rnvay,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  his  fecond  a-head 
fod  her  fore  and  mizen  top-mads. 
At  thirty-five  minutes  paft  five 


the  wind  {hiding  fuddenty  from  $. 
W.  to  E.S.E.  I  made  the  fignal  for 
the  fquadron  to  wear,  which  was 
indantly  obeyed  in  good  order,  the 
fliips  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  either 
wearing  or  ftaying  at  the  fame  time  ; 
and  the  engagement  was  renewed  on 
the  other  tack  dole  and  vigoroufiy 
on  our  part.  At  twenty  minutes 
pad  fix  the  French  admiral’s  main- 
mad  was  fhot  away  by  the  board, 
and  foon  after  his  mizen-mad  ;  and 
about  the  fame  time  the  Worceder, 
one  of  our  line  of  battle  drips,  lod 
her  main-top-mad.  At  about  feven 
P.  M.  the  body  of  the  French  fqua¬ 
dron  hauled  theirwind  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  the  drips  in  our  rear  continu¬ 
ing  a  fevere  fire  on  them  till  twenty 
minutes  pad  feven,  when  the  en¬ 
gagement  ceafed  ;  and  the  fliips  of 
our  fquadron  had  apparently  fuffer- 
ed  fo  much,  as  to  be  in  no  condition 
to  purfue  them.  At  about  eight 
P.  M.  made  the  night  fignal  for  the 
line  of  battle  a-head  on  the  larboard 
tack  ;  but  the  night  being  dark,  and 
leveral  of  the  fhips  not  to  be  feen, 
at  twelve  P.  M.  I  made  the  fignal 
for  the  fquadron  to  bring  to,  and 
lie  by  on  the  larboard  tack.  At 
day-light  no  part  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  was  in  fight ;  and  the  Ea¬ 
gle,  Monmouth,  Burford,  Superb, 
and  leveral  other  fhips  making  much 
water  from  fhot-holes,  fo  very  low 
down  In  the  bottom  as  not  to  be 
come  at,  to  be  effedlually  dopped  ; 
and  the  whole  having  differed  fe- 
verely  in  their  mads  and  rigging  ; 
under  thefe  circumdances,and  Trin¬ 
comale  being  in  the  enemy’s  pofief- 
fion,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  weft 
coad  of  Ceylon  unfafe  to  anchor  on, 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  when  the 
N.  E.  winds  often  blow  drong  there, 
I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  lleering 
with  the  fquadron  for  this  coad,  to 
get  anchoring  ground,  in  order  to 
flop  the  ihot-holes  under  water ;  and 

from 
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from  the  difabled  date  of  thefeveral 
fhips,  I  fell  in  with  the  land  a  very- 
few  leagues  only  to  windward  of 
this  port,  on  the  8th  of  this  month, 
and  anchored  in  this  road  on  the 
9th,  and  am  now  clofelv  employed 
in  repairing  the  damages  the  feveral 
fhips  have  received. 

By  the  account  of  the  hilled  and 
wounded,  their  lordihips  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  although  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  loling  few  of  our  men, 
we  have  differed  mod  feverely  in  of¬ 
ficers.  The  hon.  capr.  Lumley,  of 
the  Ids,  a  very  good  officer,  and 
promidng  young  man  ;  capt,  James 
W: att,  of  the  Sultan,  a  mod  worthy 
officer,  died  of  his  wounds ;  and 
capt.  Charles  Wood,  of  the  Wor¬ 
cester,  a  mod  delerving  officer,  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,  with  little  hopes 
of  his  recovery. 

As  the  change  of  the  monfoon  is 
now  near  at  hand,  and  the  line  of 
battle  fhips,  in  their  prefent  date, 
cannot  remain  on  this  coad  ;  and  as 
the  latenefs  of  the  feafon  rnay  have 
induced  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  to 
remain  at  Bombay,  in  hopes  of  join¬ 
ing  me  there,  I  am  preparing  the 
fhips  of  the  fquadron  for  fervice, 
and,  fo  foon  as  they  are  in  a  con¬ 
dition,  I  {hall  proceed  to  fea  with 
them,  and  make  the  bed  of  my  way 
to  Bombay,  and  there  ufe  every  pof- 
fible  diligence  to  get  the  fquadron  in 
a  condition  to  come  early  on  this  coad. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure 
the  lead  intelligence  of  the  French 
fquadron  fince  the  engagement  of 
the  3d  of  this  month,  but  fuppofe 
they  are  re-fitting  at  Trincomale. 

Inciofed  is  the  account  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  late  en¬ 
gagement  ;  and  a  lid  of  the  Englifh 
and  French  naval  force  in  thefe  leas, 
as  they  were  on  the  3d  of  this 
month. 

Superb.  4  feamen,  killed  ;  lieut. 
Murray,  lieut,  Orr  of  the  marines, 


lieut.  Thompfon,  of  the  98th  regi¬ 
ment,  49/  feamen  and  marines, 
wounded. 

Hero.  1  feaman,  killed  ;  17  fea¬ 
men  and  marines,  wounded. 

Sultan.  4  feamen  and  marines, 
killed;  captain  Watt  (fince  dead), 
lieut.  Bartholomew,  lieut.  Stewart 
of  the  78th  regiment,  43  feamen, 
marines,  and  78th  regiment,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Magnanime.  3  feamen  and  i 
fepoy  killed  ;  lieut.  Stephenfon,  i6 
feamen,  wounded. 

Monmouth.  3  feamen  wounded. 

Monarca.  Capt.  Robert  Ciug- 
done,  of  the  marines,  lieut.  Barrett 
of  ditto,  4  feamen,  marines,  78th 
and  98th  regiments,  killed  ;  hon. 
capt.  Maitland  of  the  7  8th  regi¬ 
ment,  hon  lieut.  Sandilands,  lieut. 
Armilrong,  10  feamen,  78th  and 
98th  regiments,  wounded. 

Burford.  4  feamen  and  98th  re¬ 
giment,  killed  ;  38  feamen,  ma¬ 

rines,  78th  and  98th  regiments, 
wounded. 

Sceptre.  2  feamen  killed  ;  23 
feamen  wounded. 

Eagle.  8  feamen  killed ;  14 

feamen  wounded. 

Exeter.  6  feamen,  marines,  and 
98th  regiment,  killed  ;  lieut.  Atkins^ 
18  feamen,  marines,  and  98th  re* 
giment,  wounded. 

Worcefier.  Lieut.  Edwards  of 
the  marines,  boatfwain,  4  feamen, 
killed ;  capt.  Charles  Wood  (dan- 
geroufiy)  15  feamen,  wounded. 

Ifis*  Hon.  capt.  Lumley,  Mr< 
Bell,  mailer’s  mate,  5  feamen  and 
marines,  killed  ;  19  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines,  wounded. 


Total  number  killed  and  wounded. 


ips  Names. 

Kill. 

Wou. 

Superb  — 

'  4 

Sz 

Hero  — ~ 

1 

17 

Sultan  — 

4 

4.1 

Magnanime  — 

3  1 7 

Monmouth 

/ 
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6 

22 

Burford  — 

4 

38 

Sceptre  — 

2 

23 

Eagle  — 

8 

14 

Exeter  — 

6 

*9 

Worcefter  — 

6 

16 

Ifis  — 

7 

49 

T  otai 

5 1 
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A  Lift  of  the  Englilh  and  French 


Squadrons. 

Englifh  Ships.  Guns. 

Superb  74 

Hero  ( coppered )  74 

Sultan  (ditto)  74 

Burford  70 

Monarca  68 

Exeter  64 

Worcefter  64 

Monmouth  (coppered)  64 

Eagle  64 

Magnanime  (coppered)  64 

Sceptre  (ditto)  64 

Ifis  (ditto)  50 

Frigates. 

San  Carlos  (coppered)  44 

Adtive  (ditto)  32 

Coventry  (ditto)  2  8 

Medea  (ditto)  28 

Seahorfe  (ditto)  24 

Combuftion  firefhip. 

French  Ships.  Guns. 

Hero  (coppered)  74 

Illuftre  (ditto)  74 

I/Orient  74 

Hannibal  74 

Vengeur  (coppered)  64 

Artelian  (ditto)  64 

Sphynx  (ditto)  64 

Brilliant  64 

Severe  64 

Bizarre  64 

Ajax  64 

St.  Michael  (coppered)  64 

Eng.  Hannibal  (ditto)  50 
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Flam  and  <e> 

Confidante  50 

Frigates® 

Pourvoyeufe  36 

Bellone  (coppered)  34 

La  Fine  (ditto)  34 

Svlphide  1 8 

Chafer  (coppered)  2  8 

Diligente. 

Pulverifeur  firefhip. 


Superb ,  in  Madras  Road$ 
OEl.  16,  1782. 

IN'  continuation  of  my  letter  of 
the  30th  of  laft  month,  I  beg  you 
will  pleafe  to  acquaint  their  lord- 
fiiips,  that  the  weather  growing  very 
threatning  and  iqually,  fo  that  fe- 
veral  of  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron 
have  parted  their  cables,  and  loft 
their  anchors  already,  I  am  prepar¬ 
ing  to  fail  with  the  line  of  battle 
fhips  for  Bombay,  leaving  all  the 
frigates  to  cruize  between  Point 
Palmiras  and  this  road,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  merchant  fiiips  and 
velfels  failing  between  Bengal  and 
this  port.  I  have  not  to  this  hour 
received  any  intelligence  where  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  with  his  ma« 
jelly’s  fiiips  and  convoy  under  his 
command,  now  are. 


ExiraEl  of  a  Letter  from  on  board  the 
Monarc  a,  Capt .  G7//,  dated  Ma¬ 
dras  Road ,  Sept.  18,  1782. 

Wrote  you  a  letter  per  Porcu¬ 
pine,  a  fliip  purebafed  by  capt. 
Sutton,  late  of  the  Ifis,  to  bring 
him  and  his  people  to  England  (you 
mu  ft  be  well  informed  with  the  llory 
of  that  officer,  whofe  conduct  at  St. 
Jago,  when  with  commodore  John- 
if  one,  is  yet  to  be  enquired  into  ; 
he  comes  home  bv  leave  of  the  ad- 

,  «r 

miral  for  that  purpofe)  but  after  be¬ 
ing  fourteen  days  from  this  port, 
they  fprung  a  leak  and  ware  obliged 
O 
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td  put  back  ;  the  veffel  foundered 
within  ten  leagues  of  the  port,  but 
the  people  were  all  faved,  and  the 
captain  has  lince  purchafed  the 
Myrtle  tranfport,  in  which  he  hopes 
to  have  better  fucccfs.  My  letter 
per  Porcupine,  which  has  fince  (I 
learn  from  capt.  S.)  been  difpatched 
by  another  Ihip,  will  inform  you  of 
«very  circumdance  to  the  20th  ult. 
iince  that  time  we  have  had  a  variety 
of  bufinefs,  and  in  particular  a  third 
engagement  with  the  French,  who 
have  taken  Trincomale  fince  we  left 
our  ftation  off  Ceylon. 

In  that  adtion,  which  happened 
the  5th  inft.  no  people  could  ever 
have  a  better  belly-full  of  fighting 
then  fell  to  our  fiiare  :  the  engage¬ 
ment  lafted  from  eleven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  till  five  in  the  afternoon  ;  the 
hotted:  of  it  was  from  one  till  half 
after  two,  during  which  time  we 
had  the  honour  of  being  engaged 
by  L’Qrient,  of  74  guns,  commo¬ 
dore  Suffrein’s  own  Ihip,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end,  by  La  Severe 
of  64?  whom  that  commander  called 
to  his  aififtance,  to  engage  on  our 
bow,  when  being  a  frefli  Ihip,  Hie 
did  us  confiderabie  damage ;  the 
Sultan  which  was  a-head  of  her,  and 
the  Superb,  the  admiral’s  Ihip  next, 
with  the  Burford  of  74,  on  our 
Hern,  Hero  of  74  behind  her,  and 
Worceder  of  64  flill  more  aflern, 
fuftained  the  greateff  fhare  of  this 
bloody  onfet.  La  Severe  of  64, 
11  ruck  to  us,  and  L’Heros  of  74  to 
the  Sultan  ;  another  fliip  of  64  guns 
alfo  (truck  her  colours  to  the  Wor- 
cederof  64  guns  :  the  two  fird  were 
going  to  be  taken  pofleffion  of,  but 
feeing  our  difabled  condition,  the 
boats  of  La  Severe,  in  which  fliip 
there  was  a  didinguilhing  flag,  tow¬ 
ed  her  away.  L’Heros  of  74,  much 
to  their  difhonour,  when  the  boats 
of  the  Sultan  went  to  take  pofleffion, 
her  -captain  heeled  his  fliip  round 
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the  fiern  of  capt.  Watts  Ihip,  and 
bringing  all  her  guns  to  bear,  gavs 
her  a  whole  broadlide  rake,  bj 
which  more  men  fell  than  had  been 
killed  in  all  the  prior  part  of  the  en¬ 
gagement  :  feventeen  fell  dead  on 
the  lower  deck.  Our  people  who 
faw  the  tranfadtion  were  not  able  t© 
do  the  king’s  brave  fellows  juftice* 
as  our  boats  on  the  boom  were  all 
torn  to  pieces.  The  Ihip  which  had. 
lowered  her  colours  to  the  Worces¬ 
ter,  was  towed  away  by  L’Orientof 
74  guns,  who  with  difficulty  got 
her  off. 

Great  complaints  are  made  againS 
one  or  two  of  the  Ihips  for  not  ex¬ 
erting  themfelves,  for  though  we 
had  eleven  fail  of  the  line,  (even 
bore  the  chief  of  the  engagement* 
but  no  enquiry  can  take  place  here, 
the  whole  coaff  is  in  too  much  eon- 
fufion. 

After  our  battle  we  made  the  belt 
wav  here  we  could,  as  mod:  of  the 
fhips  were  fo  terribly  mauled.  The 
Superb  behaved  in  all  mod  gallant¬ 
ly.  The  admiral  has  lod  another 
captain  fighting  by  his  fide,  Provi- 
fions  are  fo  exceffive  fcarce  here  that 
there  is  a  talk  of  our  going  to  Bom- 
bay,  but  as  affairs  are  in  fitch  a  fili¬ 
ation,  this  is  far  from  certain,  efpe- 
cially  as  we  hear  Sir  Richard  Bick- 
erton,  with  a  reinforcement,  is  on 
the  coad,  which  we  may  mifs  of 
fhould  we  depart. 

The  French  are  at  Trincomale, 
where  the  admiral  will  certainly  at¬ 
tack  them  again  the  very  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  ;  and  as  the  bay  is  not  clofed* 
they  may  be  brought  to  an  adlion 
without  danger  to  our  fleet. 

Rice  fells  here  at  a  price  hardly 
ever  known ;  our  people  live  en-^, 
tirely  upon  the  fliips  ffores,  two 
veflels  with  provifions  for  this  fet- 
tlement  having  been  lod  in  coming 
from  Bengal.  The  monfoons  on 
this  coad  are  moll  terrible  ■  we  have 
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already  experienced  one,  and  hope 
we  fhall  not  meet  another,  which  in 
the  prefent  hate  of  the  fquadron 
might  prove  fatal. 


Extra'll  of  a  Letter  from  the  Prefi- 
dent  and  Set  eel  Committee,  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaji  In¬ 
dia  Company ,  dated  27  June, 
1783,  received  over  Land  2  if  of 
Ho  t  ember* 

OUR  la  ft  letter  left  general  Mat¬ 
thews,  with  his  whole  force 
collected,  in  pofleffion  of  Gnote, 
and  under  pofttive  orders  to  make  an 
immediate  attempt  upon  the  city  of 
Bednure,  in  cafe  the  intelligence 
then  juft  received  of  Hyder’s  death 
proved  well  founded.  In  purfuance 
of  thefe  orders,  the  general  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Cundapore,  which  he  re¬ 
duced  after  lbme  flight  reftftance, 
and  from  thence  represented,  in  very 
ftrong  terms,  that  the  condition  of 
the  army  was  not  fuch  as  would 
warrant  the  attempt  upon  Bednure, 
but  that  neverrhelefs  he  jfhould  make 
the  trial  ;  and  this  advice  of  his  in¬ 
tention  was  conveyed  in  a  letter 
from  Cundapore,  dated  the  29th  of 
January,  and  received  here  the  8th 
of  February. 

The  general’s  reprefentation  of 
the  danger  of  the  enterprise,  and 
fatal  confequences  of  a  failure,  was 
exprefled  fo  forcibly,  that  we  did 
not  think  it  proper,  after  an  opi¬ 
nion  given  in  luch  ftrong  terms  by 
the  officer  who  was  to  execute  the 
fervice,  to  perfift  in  exacting  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  our  above  mentioned 
orders ;  and  we  therefore,  though 
with  reluctance,  difpatched  difere- 
tionary  orders  to  the  general  to  de¬ 
fer  the  attempt,  at  the  fame  time  re¬ 
commending  to  him  to  give  due 
weight  in  the  fcale  to  the  advantages 
Hyder’s  death  would  afford  him, 


which  in  our  opinion  more  than 
counterbalanced  the  objeCtiotas  which 
might  in  ftriCt  prudence  be  urged 
again  ft  the  attempt. 

The  fervice,  however,  had  been 
performed  before  the  difpatch  arrived 
of  our  orders,  and  on  the  14th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  the  prelident  received  advice 
in  a  note  from  capt.  Torriano,  com¬ 
mandant  at  Onore,  of  our  army 
having  forced  the  Grants,  and  gained 
pofleffion  of  the  city  of  Bednure. 
Advice  of  this  important  event  was 
fhortly  iafter  communicated  to  you 
by  the  prefident. 

Subfequent  reports,  and  intelli¬ 
gence  collected  from  private  letters, 
made  us  very  impatient  to  receive  a 
relation  of  his  fuccefs  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  himfelf,  as  we  foon  underftood 
that  a  treaty  of  a  particular  nature 
had  been  concluded  with  Hyat  Saab, 
the  governer  of  Bednure  under  Ry¬ 
der  Ally,  and  that  he  was  continued 
in  the  government  of  that  city  with 
an  authority,  little  inferior  to  what 
he  held  before  we  had  become  ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  place. 

On  the  26th  of  February  colonels 
Macleod  and  Humberfton,  and  mtf- 
jor  Shaw,  the  principal  officers  of 
his  majefty’s  troops,  arrived  here 
from  the  army,  which  they  left  fome 
days  alter  the  fut  render  of  Bednure, 
but  we  had  ftill  no  letters  from  bri¬ 
gadier-general  Matthews.  Thefe 
gentlemen,  on  their  arrival,  each 
gave  in  memorials,  Hating  their  rea- 
fons  for  quitting  the  army. 

Mangalore  furrendered  by  capi¬ 
tulation  the  9th  of  March,  after  a 
pra&icable  breach  had  been  nearly 
effected.  Catvvar  and  other  forts  ii> 
the  Soundah  country,  had  been 
likewife  reduced  by  a  feparate  de¬ 
tachment  under  capt.  Carpenter ; 
and  fome  ports  inland,  a  confider- 
able  di fiance  to  the  eaftward  of  Bed¬ 
nure,  by  other  detachments. 

In  the  letter  from  the  general 
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above  mentioned,  dated  the  4th  of 
March,  he  taxes  the  whole  army  in 
terms  the  moil  fevere  and  unquali¬ 
fied,  hut  altogether  general  and  in- 
oifcriminate,  with  offences  of  the 
higheH  criminality.  He  fays,  that 
after  the  furrender  of  Bednure,  the 
flame  of  difcontent  broke  out  a- 
mongft  the  officers,  which  rapidly 
fpread  from  thole  in  the  immediate 
fervice  of  his  majeffy  to  the  hon. 
company’s  fervants,  and  that  this 
flame  being  blown  by  a  few  zealots 
for  plunder  and  booty,  he  was  apt 
to  think  was  one  caufe  of  depriving 
him  at  that  critical  time  of  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  lieut.  colonels  Macleod  and 
HumberHon.  He  mentioned  in  very 
concife  terms,  fome  points  of  dif¬ 
ference  between  himfelf  and  colonel 
Macleod,  reflecting  a  claim  of  rank, 
and  the  mode  of  fupplying  his  in  a  - 
jetty’s  troops.  That  the  agents  for 
the  captors  had  been  loud  in  their 
reprefentations  of  the  fuppofed  right 
of  the  army,  and  they  and  the  of¬ 
ficers  had  done  every  thing  that  was 
difrefpedtfui  and  injurious  to  him  : 
which  circumHances,  fo  contrary  to 
good  order  and  difcipline,  could  not 
fail  to  increafe  the  fpirit  for  plunder 
in  the  foldiery,  who,  encouraged  by 
the  pra&ice  of  officers, ‘were  become 
looie  and  unfeeling  as  the  moll  li¬ 
centious  free-booters. 

The  general  farther  faid,  he  fup¬ 
pofed  col.  Macleod  would  deliver 
the  papers  on  the  fubjedl  of  thefe 
diiputes,  and  called  upon  us  to  take 
meafures  to  prevent  fuch  dangerous 
proceedings ;  that  the  troops  in  Bed- 
irnre  were  almoft  in  a  date  of  mu¬ 
tiny;  the  enemy  colledfing  a  force 
within  thirty  miles  ;  the  profpect  of 
re-fettling  the  city  every  moment 
more  dilfant,  owing  to  the  dejedtion 
of  Jemautdar  Hyat  Saib,  who,  from 
the  illiberal  and  indecent  expreffions 
of  officers,  was  filled  with  appre- 
henftuns  that  made  him  utterly  de- 
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fpond,  and  rendered  him  incapable 
of  any  exertion. 

Such  was  the  accufation  againff 
the  army,  and  fuch  the  materials 
afforded  by  the  general  as  grounds 
upon  which  government  were  to  take 
their  meafures  in  fo  delicate  and 
critical  an  emergency.  Col.  Mac¬ 
leod  had  not  delivered  the  papers,  as 
fuppofed  by  the  general :  he  had 
only  on  his  arrival,  as  mentioned  in 
a  former  paragraph,  given  in  a  me¬ 
morial,  affigning  his  reafons  for 
quitting  the  army,  and  Hating,  with 
candour  and  moderation,  the  cir- 
cumffances  of  his  own  rank  and  fer- 
vices,  and  the  complaints  of  his  ma¬ 
le  fry’s  troops,  which  had  rendered 
it  impoffible  for  him  to  continue  to 
ferve  under  command  of  brigadier- 
general  Matthews.  Thefe  circum¬ 
stances,  as  well  as  our  refolutions  in 
confequence,  will  be  communicated 
by  a  future  conveyance,  only  deem¬ 
ing  it  material  to  mention  atprefent* 
that  being  of  opinion  the  fervices  of 
an  officer  of  col.  Macleod’s  ability 
and  experience  were  abfolutely  re¬ 
queue  at  fo  critical  a  period,  we 
had  made  a  requell  to  him,  on  the 
7th  of  March,  to  continue  to  ferve 
on  this  coaft  until  we  could  receive 
the  determination  of  the  goveraor- 
general  and  council,  or  general 
Coote,  regarding  his  cafe  ;  giving 
him  auurance,  that  we  would  en¬ 
deavour  in  the  mean  time  to  place 
him  on  a  footing  that  might  be  fa- 
tisfaiffory,  in  any  practicable  manner 
he  could  point  out. 

Colonel  Macleod  {hewed  a  readi- 
nefs  in  complying  with  our  requeft, 
that  entitled  him  to  every  mark  of 
attention  from  the  company.  He 
recalled  to  our  attention  his  diffi¬ 
culties  in  ferving  with  general  Mat¬ 
thews  ;  Hill,  however,  offering  to 
ferve  wherever  and  in  whatever 
ffiape  we  might  command ;  but  in 
order  to  avoid  all  diiputes  relating  to 

/  king’s 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


t'i7« 

king’s  and  companys  troops,  and  to 
enable  him  to  ferve  with  more  effi¬ 
cacy,  he  fuggefted  the  neceffity  of 
©ur  bellowing  company’s  rank  upon 
him. 

In  confequence  of  the  general’s 
reference,  we  called  upon  colonel 
Macleod  the  18th  of  March,  for 
the  papers  alluded  to,  who,  in  re¬ 
turn,  demanded  from  our  jufli-ce  an 
extraCt  of  the  general’s  letter,  in 
which  thofe  difputes  on  his  conduct 
were  mentioned. 

Colonel  Macleod  being  furniffied 
with  the  defired  extradt,  delivered 
the  papers  required,  accompanied 
with  a  letter  from  himfelf  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  his  own  character,  and  of 
the  other  officers  involved  in  one 
general  accuiation.  Thefe  papers 
are  of  too  great  length  to  be  fent 
by  an  overland  difpatch  ;  but  they 
contain  imputations  againft  the  ge¬ 
neral  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  and 
fupported  by  a  ftrong  teftimony. 

Our  want  of  information  from 
general  Matthews  laid  us  under  a  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  applying  to  colonel  Mac¬ 
leod  to  furnilh  us  with  a  detail  of 
the  operations  of  the  army  from  their 
leaving  Gundapore  to  the  furrender 
of  Bednure,  and  any  information 
he  could  afford  refpedting  the  nature 
of  the  treaty  with  Hyat  Saib,  and 
the  proceedings  in  confequence. 

Colonel  Macleod  in  confequence 
fent  in  the  journals  kept  by  himfelf 
and  colonel  Humberflon,  and  gave 
us  all  the  information  in  his  power 
relative  to  the  furrender  of  Bed¬ 
nure  and  the  treaty  with  Hyat  Saib. 
When  the  refpe&ive  details  of  thefe 
gentlemen  and  general  Matthews  of 
the  fame  event  fhall  come  before 
you,  you  will  ch)ubtlefs  make  due 
comparifon. 

We  are  informed  that  the  general, 
notvvithflanding  the  capitulation, 
immediately  on  getting  poffieffion  of 
Bednure,  confined  Hyat  Saib  a  clofe 


prifoner,  and  that  many  bad  Coil* 
fequences  refulted  from  the  alarm 
and  impreffion  given  by  this  pro¬ 
ceeding.  That  very  great  treafures 
were  found  in  the  Durbar,  amount-* 
ing  to  fourteen  lacs  and  upwards, 
befides  much  other  treafure  and 
jewels  not  expofed,  which  were  at 
hrft  publicly  fhewn  to  the  officers 
by  the  general,  and  declared  to  be 
the  property  of  the  army.  That 
the  breach  between  the  general  and 
Hyat  Saib  was  foon  after  made  up  ; 
and,  in  a  few  days,  the  army  were 
allonifhed  to  hear  that  Hyat  Saib 
had  claimed  all  this  money,  which 
evidently  belonged  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  as  his  private 
property,  and  that  the  general  had 
relieved  it  to  him  on  that  plea.  Co¬ 
lonel  Macleod  had  been  detached 
at  his  time:  but  this  tranfadlion  re¬ 
viving  a  difeontent  and  fufpicioii 
occafioned  ft>y  a  former  affair  at 
Onore,  fome  of  the  other  principal 
officers  were  carried  to  Hyat  Saib  by 
the  general,  who  prevailed  upon  him 
to  make  a  donation  to  the  army  of 
half  a  lack  of  pagodas. 

We  took  the  general’s  conduCI 
and  the  hate  of  the  army  under  con- 
lideration  on  the  27th  of  March,  and 
now  tranfmit  a  copy  of  our  proceed¬ 
ings  on  this  very  difficult  and  dis¬ 
agreeable  occafion. 

Feeling  the  flrongell  conviction 
that  the  iervice  could  not  profper 
in  his  hands,  we  thought  it  our  in- 
difpenfible  duty  not  to  continue  him 
any  longer  in  the  command  of  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  Bednure  country  :  and 
we  accordingly  came  to  a  refolution 
to  remove  him  therefrom,  and  to  fuf- 
pend  him  from  the  honourable  com¬ 
pany’s  fervice  until  he  can  clear  up 
the  feveral  charges  againft  him. 

We  appointed  lieutenant-colonel 
Macleod,  of  his  majelly’s  forces, 
the  officer  firfb  in  rank  upon  this 
coaft,  and  who  had  diltinguiflied 
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himfelf  by  the  defeat  of  TIppoo  Saib 
at  Panany,  to  fucceed  general  Mat¬ 
thews  In  the  command  of  the  army 
In  the  Eednure  country  ;  and  we  al- 
fo  dehred  lieutenant-colonel  Hum- 
berfton  and  major  Shaw  to  rejoin 
the  army. 

We  had  feme  days  before,  on 
the  17th  of  March,  received  advice 
from  Mr.  D.  Anderfon,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  20th  of  February,  of  the 
Mahratta  treaty  having  arrived  from 
Poonah. 

The  peace  had  been  duly  pro¬ 
claimed  at  Bombay,  and  every  ne- 
ceflary  ftep  taken  on  our  part  tor  the 
performance  of  the  treaty.  The 
Ranger  had  failed  the  5th  of  April, 
with  colonels  Macleod  and  Hum- 
beriion,  major  Shaw,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers.  to  join  the  army.  Lieutenant 
Pruen,  the  commander  of  the  vef- 
fel,  having  been  previoufly  apprized 
of  the  peace,  and  furnifled  with 
the  fame  orders  as  had  been  circu¬ 
lated  to  all  the  marine,  not  to  com¬ 
mit  hoftilities  againft  the  Mahrattas  ; 
when  on  the  18th  of  April  we  were 
alarmed  by  an  account  given  by  a 
Lafcar,  who  had  efcaped,  that  the 
Ranger  had  been  attacked  on  the 
8th,  three  days  after  the  leaving 
Bombay,  by  the  Mahratta  fleet,  and, 
after  a  moft  deiperate  reliftance  of 
near  live  hours,  was  obliged  to  fub-' 
mit  to  fuperior  force,  and,  with  the 
whole  convoy  of  boats,  had  been 
carried  into  Gheriah. 

We  were  under  great  anxiety  and 
uncertainty,  lor  a  conliderable  time, 
regarding  the  fate  of  colonel  Mac¬ 
leod  and  the  other  officers,  which 
was  not  entirely  removed  till  the 
23d  of  May,  when  the  prefident  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  him,  dated  at 
Gheriah  the  5th  of  that  month.  In 
this  letter  the  colonel  mentions  he 
bad  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  at¬ 
tempts  to  convey  advice  of  his  mif* 
fortune,  and  then  relates  fome  dr- 
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cumftances  of  the  engagement,  re¬ 
ferring,  for  a  more  particular  ac¬ 
count,  to  lieutenant  Pruen.  The 
account  colonel  Macleod  gives  is, 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  ot 
April,  they  found  thcmfelves  near 
the  Mahratta  fleet  belonging  to 
Gheriah,  which  without  fpeaking 
or  ceremony,  attacked  the  Ranger 
with  great  fury.  Lieutenant  Pruen 
fought  his  veflel  with  the  grcateft 
courage.  Their  defence  was  deft 
perate,  and  ceafed  not  till  they  were 
almoft  all  killed  or  wounded.  Major 
Shaw  was  (hot  dead  ;  colonel  Hum¬ 
ber  Aon  was  (hot  through  the  lungs  ; 
lieutenant  Stuart,  of  the  100th  regi¬ 
ment,  was  almoft  cut  to  pieces  on 
boarding  ;  lieutenant  John  Tay¬ 
lor,  of  the  Bombay  troops,  was 
(hot  through  the  body ;  lieutenant 
Senton,  of  the  Bombay  artillery* 
and  lieutenant  Pruen,  commander 
of  the  veflel,  were  wounded  with 
fwords  on  boarding.  I11  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  aftion,  colonel  Macleod 
received  two  wounds  in  his  left  hand 
and  fhoulder;  and,  a  little  before  it 
was  over,  a  mufqyet  ball  palled 
through  his  body,  which  pierced 
his  lungs  and  lpleen.  Lieutenant 
Pruen’s  account  likewlfe  proves,  that 
the  Mahrattas  began  the  attack,  and 
that  he  receive!  a  number  of  Ihot  be¬ 
fore  he  returned  a  gun.  Their  force 
con  filled  of  two  large  fhips,  a  ketch 
and  eight  galfivats,  with  which  the 
Ranger,  carrying  only  twelve  gunst 
twelve-pounders,  fuftained  a  clofe 
engagement  of  four  hours  and  a, 
halt ;  and  for  the  laid  hour,  the  two 
flips  and  the  ketch  were  lafhed  a- 
long  nde  of  the  Ranger,  in  which 
fltuation  the  engagement  was  con¬ 
tinued  with  mufquetry  only ;  and 
the  brave  defence  of  the  officers  and 
crew  prevented  the  enemy  from  en¬ 
tering  the  veflel,  till,  from  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
moft  of  the  mufquets  being  render- 
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ed  unserviceable,  the  fire  of  the 
Ranger  was  fo  much  reduced,  that 
the  commander  was  under  a  necef- 
fity-of  ill  iking;  and  the  inflant  the 
colours  were  down,  the  enemy 
rubied  on  board,  and  cruelly  cut 
and  wounded  feveral  of  the  officers 
and  men,  while  others  jumped  over¬ 
board,  to  avoid  immediate  death. 
The  fame  night  the  Ranger  was 
carried  into  Gheriah,  where  the 
fubedar  and  officers  difowned  all 
knowledge*  of  the  peace,  and  re¬ 
futed  to  releafe  the  veffel  and  officers 
without  orders  fromPoonah. 

We  are  concerned  to  add,  that 
colonel  Humberitone  died  at  Ghe¬ 
riah,  the  30th,  of  April,  of  the 
wound  he  received  in  the  a  chi  on. 
Colonel  Macleod’s  recovery  was 
long  thought  impoffible,  but  he  is 
now  perfectly  reflored  to  health, 
Lieutenants  Stuart,  Taylor,  Seton, 
and  Pruen  are  alfo  recovered. 

The  Ranger,  with  colonel  Ma¬ 
cleod  and  the  other  furviving  officers 
arrived  here  the  29th  of  May,  hav¬ 
ing  been  releafed  from  Gheriah  the 
:27th,  in  too  difabled  and  defpoiled 
condition  to  make  her  way  to  the 
fo  uth  ward. 

Our  lab  letter  from  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son  is  dated  the  19th  of  May,  up¬ 
on  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
capture  of  the  Ranger,  which  he 
immediately  communicated  to  Mha- 
dajee  Scindia,  and  required  him  in 
ftrong  terms  to  give  fome  explana¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  this  outrage,  and 
the  meafures  which  he  intended  to 
purftie  in  vindication  of  his  own  ho¬ 
nour,  which  was  thus  brought  into 
quellion.  Scindia  declared,  that  none 
of  his  late  letters  from  the  minifter 
gave  him  the  leaf!  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  any  Unifier  intentions  in  the 
Mahratta  government,  and  he  allur¬ 
ed  Mr.  Anderfoiiy  that  he  had  writ¬ 
ten  in  ftrong  terms  to  the  minifter  to 
puniffi  with  death  the  perfon  who 


committed  this  a£t  of  hoftilify,  and' 
to  make  full  reftitntion  of  the  bores 
and  efforts  taken  ;  that  if  thpy  com¬ 
plied  with  thefe  requifitions,  he 
would  undertake  to  reconcile  the 
Sngliffi  government,  but  if  they 
refuted,  they  mult  take  the  confe- 
quences  r  that  for  his  part,  iince  fo 
enormous  an  outrage  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty,  he  mull  confult  and  adopt 
the  inclinations  of  the  Englilh. 

So  far  from  punifhiug  the  officer 
who  committed  the  a6l  of  hoftility, 
we  are  allured  by  colonel  Macleod, 
that  he  received  from  the  minifter 
public  marks  of  approbation  and 
honorary  rewards  for  his  conduct. 
Colonel  Macleod  was  invited  to  the 
ceremony  held  on  this  occalion,  and 
fome  of  the  officers  were  actually 
prefent  when  the  fubedar  exhibited 
in  public  durbar,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of -the  country,  the  hono- 
rary  ornaments  which  had  been  lent 
to  him  from  Poonah. 

Bv  this  time  matters  to  the  fouth- 
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ward  had  taken  a  very  unfavourable 
turn.  The  latter  end  of  April  we 
received  advice  from  the  felecl  com¬ 
mittee  at  Madras,  in  a  letter  dated 
the  1 2th  of  March,  that  Tippoo 
had  lent  the  greatefl  part  of  his  ar¬ 
my  out  of  the  Carnatic  through  the 
Changarnah  pafs,  and  that  they 
concluded  he  himfelf  would  loon  1 
follow,  in  order  to  ufe  his  utmoft  j 
efforts  to  recover  his  valuable  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Bednure  country. 

General  Matthews  lent  repeated 
advice  of  the  enemy’s  approach 
in  force,  and  requifitions  for  rein¬ 
forcement.  Under  the  20th  of 
March  he  writes  from  Mangalore 
of  a  body  30,000  men,  with  23 
pieces  of  cannon,  being*  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Bednure,  and  that  lie 
ffiould  fet  off  for  that  place  next, 
day,  when  he  laid  he  may  .poffibly 
colledt  1200  fepoys  and  400  Euro¬ 
peans 
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peans,  with  five  pieces  of  cannon, 
to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field. 
His  next  letter  is  dated  the  27th, 
at  Cundapore,  in  which  he  repeats 
his  intelligence  and  requeft  for  a 
reinforcement,  without  which  he 
obferves  it  will  be  next  to  a  mira¬ 
cle  if  he  can  preferve  his  footing. 
He  then  mentions  as  a  certainty, 
that  a  very  large  force  was  arrived 
within  33  miles  of  Bednure.  His 
next  letter,  and  the  laft  we  have 
received  from  him,  was  dated  the 
id  of  April,  at  Bednure,  and  ad- 
vifed  that  Tippoo  Saib,  with  1000 
French,  12000  horfe,  and  as  many 
infantry,  with  a  few  guns,  was  ar¬ 
rived  within  45  miles,  and  pu rpoled 
pufliing  on  without  delay.  We  foon 
after  received  an  account  from  cap¬ 
tain  Matthews,  the  general’s  brother, 
dated  at  Cundapore,  of  a  fmart 
action  having  happened,  in  which 
the  company’s  troops  gained  con- 
iiderable  advantage.  This  account 
was  not  diftindt,  and  only  collected 
from  the  country  people. 

Our  next  accounts  informed  us 
of  the  lofs  of  the  two  polls  the  ge¬ 
neral  had  eftablifhed  at  the  Gants,  by 
which  the  communication  between 
Bednure  and  the  fea  coaft  was  cut  oft'. 
The  principal  poft  which  had  been 
represented  as  very  ftrong,  appears 
to  have  been  loft  after  a  very  flight 
defence,  by  the  mifcondudt  of  the 
officer  in  command.  The  fugitives 
who  efcaped  from  the  Gauts  com¬ 
municated  fuch  diforder  and  panic 
to  the  garrifon  at  Cundapore,  that 
little  elfe  but  an  efcape  was  thought 
of,  in  attempting  which  numbers  of 
men  and  horfes  were  drowned. 
Large  magazines  of  fores  and  pro- 
vifions,  which  were  deposited  at 
Cundapore,  were  immediately  let 
fire  to  in  the  confufton,  and  d  large 
field  of  artillery  difabled  or  left  to 
the  enemy,  who,  it  is  to  be  oftferv- 
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ed,  had  not  even  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  when  this  fhameful  flight  and 
deifrudtion  of  a  poft  laid  to  be  tena¬ 
ble  took  place.  A  part  of  the  gar¬ 
rifon  efcaped  to  Onore,  which  is 
under  the  command  of  captain  Tor- 
riano,  who,  by  his  refolute  and  pru¬ 
dent  condudt,  prevented  the  panic 
from  in/edting  his  garrifon,  and 
made  an  effort  to  recover  the  poft  at 
Cundapore,  in  which  he  did  not 
fucceed 

Theie  accounts  were  foon  follow¬ 
ed  by  others  ftill  more  unfavourable 
of  the  lofs  of  Bednure  ;  and  that 
part  of  the  army  which  was  above 
the  Gauts  under  the  command  of 
general  Matthews  in  perfon.  The 
moft  authentic  information  we  have 
received  of  this  difafter  is  from 
major  Campbell  at  Mangulore,  and 
the  particulars  given  bv  him  .are  as 
follow  :  u  The  1  2th  of  May  the  In¬ 
trepid  had  hardly  failed,  when  a 
fepoy  arrived  from  Bednure,  with  the 
diftreliing  accounts  of  the  general, 
after  fix  days  employed, in  fettling 
articles  of  capitulation,  having 
marched  out  of  the  fort  the  3d 
inftant,  with  his  whole  garrifon, 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  in  ex¬ 
patriation  of  being  allowed  in  the 
fame  manner  to  come  here;  but, 
as  naturally  might  be  expedited  from 
an  enemy  by  whom  faith  is  fo  fel- 
dom  kept,  the  brave  but  unfortunate 
garrifon  was  no  fooncr  got  out  of 
the  gates  than  they  were  furround- 
ed  by  both  horfe  and  foot,  and 
forced  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
are  now  detained  prifoners.  The 
melancholy  account  is  again  con¬ 
firmed  by  another  perfon,  a  fepoy, 
who  was  in  Bednure  fort  when  it 
was  given  up  :  he  corroborates  every 
part  refperiing  it  ;  both  fepoys  agree 
there  was  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  water  and  provifions  in  the  fort.” 

Under  the  59th  of  May,  major 
(Vi  2)  Campbell 
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Campbell  writes,  ic  I  have  nothing, 
farther  to  add  to  my  laft  difpatches 
than  a  painful  confirmation  of  the 
lurrender  of  Bednure,  the  caufe  un¬ 
known,  but  the  confequence  is, 
that  Tippoo  Saib  is  now  encamped 
with  his  whole  army  in  our  front, 
his  rear  is  juft  arrived,  fo  that  I 
expedl  an  attack  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing.  A  Madras  foldier  has  come 
in  to  us,  and  fays  the  number  of  the 
French  Tippoo  has  with  him  does 
not  exceed  300  ;  the  reft  of  his  ar¬ 
my  not  leis  than,  100,000  fighting 
men.” 

The  force  general  Matthews  had 
with  him  at  Bednure,  and  the  polls 
above  the  Gauts,  conftfted  of  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  98th  and  load  re¬ 
giments,  and  of  the  100th  regi¬ 
ment  of  his  majefty’s  troops,  the 
greater  part  of  Bombay  infantry, 
originally  300  rank  and  hie,  the 
2d  grenadier  battalion  of  Sepoys, 
and  the  3d,  5th,  11th,  and  15th 
battalions,  except  fome  detach¬ 
ments  irom  them,  and  the  Bom¬ 
bay  Europeans,  which  were  at 
Onore  and  other  fprts.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  colonel  Macleod’s,  computa¬ 
tion,  for  we  have  no  returns  to 
guide  us,  our  iofs  in  this  unhappy 
affair,  amounts  to  about  600  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  1600  Sepoys.  We 
before  mentioned  the  force  the  ge¬ 
neral  fuppofed  he  fhould  be  able  to 
colled!. 

It  was  fome  relief  to  us  in  this 
misfortune,  and  gave  confidence 
and  hopes  of  retrieving  it,  that 
juft  at  this  time  we  received  advice, 
by  the  way  of  Bu flora,  of  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  of  a  general  peace  having 
been  fip-ned.  at  Baris,  the  zcth  of 
January. 

There  is  ftill  a  very  refpedtable 
force  remaining  at  Carwar,  Onore, 
and  Mangulore.  We  are  appre- 
bcnfive  for  the  for  the  ftifety  of 


Onore  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  vigo- 
roufly  attacked,  but  truft  the  troops, 
at  Cara  war  d  Mangulore  will  be 
preferved.  At  Carwar,  and  the 
pofts  dependent,  there  is  one  batta¬ 
lion  of  fepoys  ;  and  at  Mangulore, 
the  43d  regiment,  and  fome  fmalt. 
detachments  from  other  regiments, 
and  company’s  troops,  amounting 
altogether  to  about  400  men  befides 
artillery,  and  upwards  of  four  bat¬ 
talions  of  fepoys,  giving,  on  a 
return  dated  the  8th  of  May,  near 
3000  men.  There  is  alfo  a  fuffici- 
ent  ftock  of  provifions,  and  a  nunw 
ber  of  able  officers,  in  the  place, 
which  is  under  the  command  of 
major  Campbell ;  and  we  have  ftrong 
hopes  that  the  ftrength  of  the  gars 
rifon,  and  the  approach  of  the  mon- 
foon  will  baffie  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy. 

This  force  will  prove  a  good  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  new  army  •  and  we 
truft,  notwithftanding  our  late  lofs, 
we  fhall  be  able,  with  proper  affift- 
ance  of  money,  and  a  body  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  infantry,  to  renew  and  con¬ 
tinue  a  powerful  diverfion  on  this 
coaft  (Malabar)  again  ft  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  Tippoo  Saib.  The  peace  in 
Europe,  and  with  theMahrattas,  will 
now  enable  this  presidency,  without 
danger,  to  furnifh  a  ftrong  body  of 
fepoys,  and  a  refpedtable  detach¬ 
ment  of  artillery,  in  addition  to 
thofe  now  to  the  fouthward. 

Left  you  ihouid  not  have  receiv¬ 
ed  advice  of  the  early  return  of  the 
French  fleet  to  the  other  coaft,  and 
an  account  of  their  proceedings,  we 
think  it  right  to  infert  a  paper  trans¬ 
mitted  to  us  by  the  felecft  committee 
at  Madras,  with  their  letter  of  the 
1 2th  March,  being  intelligence 
given  by  captain  Light,  whole  vef- 
fel  had  been  made  a  prize  of  by  M. 
Suffrein. 

The  Wench  fleet,  con  filling  of 
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*1  fail  of  the  line,  and  the  La 
Fine  and  Bellona  frigates,  left 
Acheen  the  20th  of  December;  the 
Hannibal  and  Bellona  were  fent  to 
cruize  oft  the  Braces.  The  6th  of 
January  the  fleet  arrived  at  Ganjam, 
the  icth  ditto  the  Coventry  was  ta¬ 
ken  ;  fhe  had  fpoke  with  the  Bland- 
ford  that  morning,  who  informed 
captain  Wolfefley  that  in  the  night 
he  had  engaged  a  privateer.  The 
Coventry  feeing  a  fliip  at  anchor  at 
at  Ganjam  roads,  fuppoled  it  to  be 
the  privateer,  and  ran  clofe  in  be¬ 
fore  fire  difcovered  the  reft  of  the 
fleet.  On  the  1  ith  the  Blandford 
was  taken  by  the  Coventry.  On 
the  18th  the  Blake  was  taken  by 
the  Coventry.  On  the  20th  and 
and  21ft  three  fmall  veffels  in  bal¬ 
lad:  were  taken  and  funk.’* 

We  have  not  heard  of  any  ma¬ 
terial  captures  made  by  the  French 
fleet  except  the  Coventry  and 
Blandford. 

We  have  the  pleafure  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  that  the  fleet  under 
vice-admiral  Hughes  arrived  at  Ma¬ 
dras  the  13th  of  April.  The  ad¬ 
miral  faw  nothing  of  the  French 
fleet  in  the  paffiage,  and  it  feems 
doubtful  whether  they  were  to  the 
Northward  or  to  the  Southward. 
The  Briftol  and  her  convoy  ar¬ 
rived  the  17th  of  April,  and  foon 
after  the  company’s  fhip  Duke  of 
Athol  had  the  misfortune  to  blow 
up,  by  which  a  number  of  lives 
were  loft.  The  Fairford  was  de¬ 
ft  roved  by  fire  in  this  harbour  the 
5th  inftant  as  you  will  be  advifed 
by  the  board.  The  grand  army 
had  marched  to  the  fouthward  up¬ 
on  an  expedition  againft  Cuddalore. 
The  fleet  was  at  Madras  the  30th 
of  Aprii,  and,  we  underhand,  was 
icon  to  proceed  to  the  fouthward, 
to  co-operate  with  the  army  againft 
Cuddalore. 

We  are  much  concerned  to  ac* 
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quaint  you,  that  we  have  private 
advice  that  lieutenant-general  fir 
Eyre  Cootedi^d  at  Madras  the  26th 
of  April,  the  day  after  his  arrival 
from  Bengal  in  the  Refolution 
country  fhip* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Hutc'h- 
infon  to  the  Secret  Committee  of 
the  Court  of  Diredfprs,  &c. 

Gentlemen. 

THE  honourable  the  prefident 
of  Bombay  having  directed  the  com  • 
mander  of  the  Viper  cutter,  pro 
ceeding  with  difpatches  for  Buflora, 
to  touch  here  for  intelligence,’!  em¬ 
brace  the  opportunity  of  acquaint¬ 
ing  you  with  the  moft  recent  occur¬ 
rences  in  the  Carnatic  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

General  Stuart,  wdth  a  powerful 
army,  was  before  Cuddalore,  when 
information  was  received  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  having  been  concluded  at 
London  the  9th  of  February  be¬ 
tween  the  belligerent  powers,  in 
confequence  of  which  a  ceffation  of 
hoftilities  immediately  took  place. 
It  is  imagined  the  garrifon  mufthave 
lliortlv  lubmitted,  as  we  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  attack  on  their  lines, 
and  had  carried  their  redoubts.  In 
effecting  this  fervice,  a  very  heavy 
lofs  was  fuftained  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  forces,  computed  at  616  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  336  fepoys,  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing.  This  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  13th  ult.  On  the 
23th,  the  enemy  made  a  Tally  from 
the  fort,  and  advanced  clofe  up  to 
our  works,  commencing  and  fup- 
porting  the  alia  ult  with  great  fpirit 
and  intrepidity ;  but  they  were  re- 
pulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  about  200 
Europeans,  and  their  colonel, 
D’Aquitaine  taken  prifoner. 

On  or  about  the  20th  ult.  there 
was  an  engagement  between  the 
Britifh  and  French  fleets  near  Pon- 
(M3)  dicherry* 
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dicberry,  but  I  do  not  learn  any 
deciftve  blow  was  ft  ruck  by  either 
iide.  Moniieur  Suffrein  returned 
to  Cuddalore,  and  fir  Edward 
Hughes  is  fup poled  to  have  ftood 
on  towards  Madras,  as  it  was  re¬ 
ported  he  was  in  want  of  water,  and 
his  people  were  very  ftckl'y. 

The  foutbern  army,  acting  in  the, 
Carnatic  under  the  command  of  co¬ 
lonel  Lang",  had  made  an  irruption 
into  the  Coimbature  country,  fub- 
duing  Career  and  Dindegul,  when 
the  colonel  was  recalled  to  join  the 
grand  army  before  Cuddalore,  and 
and  colonel  Fullarton  invefted  with 
the  command,  who  with  great  fpirit 
and 'activity  had  pufhed  on  to  Da- 
rampore,  which  fell  to  him  the  ift 
tilt.  He  was  then  within  fix  days 
inarch  only  of  Paliagacheri,  towards 
which  place  his  further  progrefs 
was  totally  barred,  by  an  order  from 
general  Stuart  to  move  back  to  Cud- 
dalore.  He  is  now  on  his  return 
again  to  the  Coimbature  country, 
ftrongly  reinforced. 

A  detachment  of  300  Europeans, 
together  with  a  fupply  of  powder 
and  proviiions,  are  lent  from  Ma¬ 
dras  to  Mangulore  in  his  majefty’s 
fhips  Briftol  and  Ifts.  A  further 
reinforcement  is  deftined  for  the 
fame  part,  with  an  intention  of  en¬ 
abling  colonel  Campbell  to  take  the 
field,  in  cafe  it  iliould  be  expe¬ 
dient. 

No  accounts  are  yet  received  of 
the  expended  fleet,  which  was  to 
have  left  England  in  January  laft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  greateft  refpedf. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 
John  Hutchinson. 

Anjengo,  1 9  th 

lub>  J783* 
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TREATY  of  perpetual  FRIEND- 
SH IP  and  ALL! AN C E  between 
the  Honourable  E  aft -India  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  P  efts  w  a  Madhoo  Row 
Pundit  Purdhan ,  fettled  by  A  r . 
David  Andeffon  on  the.  Part  of 
the  Honourable  Company,  in  Virtue 
of  the  Powers  delegated  to  him  for 
that  Purpefe ,  by  the  Honourable 
the  Governor  General  and  Council , 
appointed  by  the  King  and  Par - 
liament  of  Great  Britain ,  to  d-trecl 
and  controul  all  the  political  Afairs 
of  the  Hon .  Knglijb  Haft  India 
Company  in  India  ;  and  by  IVLaha 
Rajah  Subadar  Madhoo  Row  Scin - 
dia,  as  Plenipotentiary  on  the  Pari 
of  the  Pejhwa  Madhoo  Row  Pun¬ 
dit  Purdhan ,  B  allay  ee  Pundit 
Nana  Furnavefe ,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Chiefs  of  Mahratta  Nation , 
agreeably  to  the  following  Articles , 
which  fhall  be  for  ever  binding  on 
their  Heirs  and  Sitccejfors ,  and  the 
Conditions  of  them  to  be  invari¬ 
ably  obferved  by  both  Parties. 

Art.  I,  IT  is  ftipulated  and  a- 
greed  to  between  the 
horn  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  and  the  Pefliwa,  through  the 
mediation  of  Madhoo  Row  Scindia, 
that  all  countries,  places,  cities,  and 
forts,  including  Baffeen,  &c.  which 
have  been  taken  from  the  Pefliwa, 
during  the  war  that  has  arifen  fince 
the  treaty  fettled  by  colonel  Upton, 
and  have  come  into  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Englifh,  fhall  be  delivered 
up  to  the  Pefliwa.  The  territories, 
forts,  cites,  &c.  to  be  reftored,  fhall 
be  delivered  within  the  fpace  of  two 
months  from  the  period  when  this 
treaty  fhall  become  complete  (as 
hereafter  deferibed)  to  luch  perfons 
as  the  Pefliwa,  or  his  minifter  Na¬ 
na  Furnavefe  fhall  appoint. 

Art.  II. 
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Art,  II.  It  is  agreed  between  the 
Englifh  company  and  the  Pefhwa, 
that  Salfette,  and  three  other  iilands, 
viz,  Elephanta,  Caranja,  and  Hog, 
which  are  included  in  the  treaty  of 
colonel  Upton,  fhali  continue  for 
ever  in  the  poffeftion  of  the  Englifh. 
If  any  other  iilands  have  been 
taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war,  they  fhali  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Pefhwa. 

Art,  III.  Whereas  it  was  ftipu- 
latedin  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
col.  Upton,  41  That  the  Pefhwa  and 
all  the  chiefs  of  the  Mahrattaftate  do 
agree  to  give  the  Englifh  company 
for  ever  ail  right  and  title  to  the  city 
Baroaeb,  as.  full  and  complete  as 
ever  they  collected  from  the  Moguls 
or  otherwife,  without  retaining  any 
claim  of  Chout,  or  any  other 
claims  whatever ;  fothat  the  Englifh 
company  {hall  poffefs  it  without  par¬ 
ticipation  or  claim  of  any  kind.33 
This  article  is  accordingly  conti¬ 
nued  in  full  force  and  effeft. 

Art.  IV,  The  Pefhwa  having  for¬ 
merly,  in  the  treaty  of  colonel  Up¬ 
ton,  agreed,  by  way  of  friendfhip, 
to  give  up  the  Englifh  a  country  of 
three  lacks  of  rupees  near  Baroacb, 
the  Englifh  do  now,  at  the  requeff 
of  Madhoo  Row  Scindia,  content  to 
relinquifh  their  claim  to  the  faid 
country  in  favour  of  the  Pefhwa. 

Art.V.  The  country  which  Seeajee 
and  Putty  Sing  Gwickwar  gave  to 
the  Englifh,  and  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  with 
col.  Upton,  being  therein  left  in  a 
hate  of  fjfpence  ;  the  Englifh,  with 
a  view  to  obviate  all  future  difputes, 
now  agree,  that  it  fhali  be  reftored, 
and  it  is  hereby  fettled,  that,  if  the 
faid  country  be  a  part  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  territory  of  the  Gwickwar, 
it  fhali  be  reftored  to  the  Gwickwar; 
and  if  it  fhali  be  a  part  of  the 
Pefhwa’s  territories,  it  fhalL  be  re¬ 
ftored  to  the  Pefhwa. 
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Art.  VI.  The  Englifh  engage,  that 
having  allowed  Ragonaut  Row  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  four  months,  from  the  time 
which  this  treaty  fhali  become  com¬ 
plete,  to  fix  on  a  place  of  reiidence, 
they  will  not  after  the  expiration  of 
the  faid  period  afford  him  any  flip- 
port,  protection,  or  affiftance,  nor 
fupply  him  with  money  for  his  ex- 
pences  :  and  the  Pefhwa  on  his  part 
engages,  that  if  Ragonaut  Row  will 
voluntarily,  and  of  his  own  accbrd, 
repair  to  Maha.  Rajah  Madhoo  Row 
Scindia,  and  quietly  reside  with  him, 
the  fum  of  2  5,000  rupees  per  month 
fhali  be  paid  him  for  his  mainte¬ 
nance,  and  no  injury  whatever  fhali 
be  offered  to  him  by  the  Pefhwa,  or 
any  of  his  people. 

Art.  VII.  The  hon.  Englifh 
Eafl  India  company  and-  the  Pefhwa 
being  deflrous  that  their  refpedtive 
allies  fhali  be  included  in  this  peace, 
iq  is  hereby  mutually  ilipulated, 
that  each  party  (hall  make  peace 
with  the  allies  of  the  other  in  the 
manner  herein  after  fpecified. 

Art.  ViXI,  The  territory  which 
has  long  been  the  eftablifhed  jagheer 
of  Seeajee  Gwickwar,  and  Futtv  Sing 
Gwickwar,  that  is  to  fay,  whatever 
territory  Futty  Sing  Gwickwar 
poffefled  at  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war,  fhali  hereafter  for 
ever  remain  on  the  ufual  footing  in 
his  poffeffion ;  and  the  faid  Futty 
Sing  fhali,  from  the  date  of  this 
treaty  being  complete,  pay  for  the 
future  to  the  Pefnvva  the  tribute  as 
ufual,  previous  to  the  prefent  war  ; 
and  fhali  perform  fuch  fervices,  and 
be  fubjeCt  to  fuch  obedience  as  have 
long  been  eftablifhed,  and  cuftomary. 
No  claims  fhali  be  made  on  the  faid 
Futty  Sing,  by  the  Pefhwa,  for  the 
period  that  is  paft. 

Art, IX.  The  Pefhwa  engages,  that 
whereas  the  nabob  Hyder  Ally 
Cawn,  having  concluded  a  treaty 
with  him,  hath  difturbed  and  taken 
(M  4)  puf« 
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poffeffion  of  territories  belonging  to 
the  Englifh  and  their  allies,  he  fhall 
be  made  to  relinquidr  them,  and 
they  fhall  be  reflored  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  nabob  Mahomed  Ally 
Ca  wn.  All  prifoners  that  have 
been  taken  on  either  fide  during  the 
war,  fhall  be  releafed,  and  Hyder 
Ally  Cavvn  fliall  be  made  to  relinquifh 
all  fuch  territories  belonging  to  the 
Englifh  company,  and  their  allies, 
as  he  may  have  taken  poffeffion  of 
lince  the  ninth  of  the  month  Ram¬ 
zan,  in  the  year  i  1S0,  being  the 
date  of  his  treaty  with  the  Pefhwa  ; 
and  the  faid  territories  fhall  be  de¬ 
livered  over  to  the  Englifh,  and  the 
nabob  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn  within 
fix  months  after  this  treaty  being 
complete  :  and  the  Englifh  in  fuch 
Cafe  agreed,  that  fo  long  as  Hyder 
Ally  Cawn.  fhall  afterwards  abilain 
from  hoitiimes  againfl  them  and 
their  allies,  and  fo  long  as  he  fhall 
continue  in  friendfhip  with  the 
Pefliwa,  that  they  will,  in  no  re- 
fpeft,  aft  hoffilely  towards  him.. 
Art.  X.  The  Pefhwa  engages  on 
his  own  behalf,  as  well  as  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  nabob  Nizam  Ally 
Cawn,  Ragojee  Boufala,  Syna  Sa- 
heb  Souba,  and  the  nabob  Hyder 
Ally  Cawn,  that  they  fliall  in  every 
refpedt  maintain  peace  towards  the 
Englifh  and  their  allies  the  nabob 
Afophul  Dowlah  Behader,  and  the 
nabob  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn  Be¬ 
hader,  and  fhall  in  no  refpeft  what¬ 
ever  give  them  any  difturbance. 
The  Englifh  engage  on  their  own 
behalf,  as  well  as  on  the  behalf  of 
their  allies  the  nabob  Afophul 
Dowlah,  and  the  nabob  Mahomed 
Ally  Cawn,  that  they  fliall  in  every 
refpeft  maintain  peace  towards  the 
Pefliwa,  and  his  allies  the  nabob 
Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  Ragojee  Bou- 
fala,  and  Syna  Saheb  :  and  the  En- 
glifh  further  engage  on  their  own 
behalf,  as  well  as  on  the  behalf  of 
their  allies,  that  they  will  maintain 


peace  alfo  towards  the  nabob  Hy« 
der  Ally  Cawn,  under  the  condi¬ 
tions  fpecified  in  the  9th  article  of 
this  treaty. 

Art.  XL  The  hon.  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  the  Pefhwa  mutually 
agree,  that  the  veffels  of  each  fliall 
offer  no  diffurbance  to  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  veffels  of  the  other  1 
and  the  veffels  of  each  fliall  be  al¬ 
lowed  accefs  to  the  ports  of  the 
other,  where  they  fliall  meet  with 
no  moleftation,  and  the  fulled;  pro¬ 
tection  fliall  be  reciprocally  afforded. 

Art.  XII.  The  Pefliwa,  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  date,  hereby 
agree,  that  the  Englifh  fliall  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  trade  as  formerly,  in 
the  Mahratta  territories,  and  fliall 
meet  with  no  kind  of  interruption: 
and  in  the  fame  manner,  the  Eaft 
India  company  agree,  that  the  fub- 
jeCls  of  the  Pefhwa  fliall  be  allowed 
the  privileges  of  trade  without  in¬ 
terruption  in  the  territories  of  the 
the  Englifh .  ■ 

Art.  XIII.  The  Pefliwa  hereby 
engages,  that  he  will  not  fuffer  -any 
factories  of  other  European  nations 
to  be  eflablifhed  in  his  territories,  or 
thofe  of  the  chiefs  dependent  on  him, 
excepting  only  fuch  as  are  already 
eftablifned  by  the  Portuguefe  ;  and 
he  will  hold  nointercourfe  of  friend- 
fhip  with  any  other  European  na¬ 
tions  :  and  the  Englifh  on  their 
part  agree,  that  they  will  not  afford 
alii ila nee  to  any  nation  of  Decan,  or 
H  i  ndodan ,  at  e  n  mi  ty  with  th  ePefh  wa . 

Art.  XIV.  The  Englidi  and  the 
Pefhwa  mutually  agree,  that  neither 
will  afford  any  kind  of  abidance  to 
the  enemies  of  the  other. 

Art.  XV.  The  hon.  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  engage,  that  they  will  not  per¬ 
mit  any  of  the  chiefs,  dependents, 
or  fubjefts  of  the  Englifh,  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Bombay,  Surat,  or  Ma¬ 
dras,  to  aft  contrary,  at  any  place, 
to  the  terms  of  this  treaty.  In  the 
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feme  manner  the  Pefhwa  Madhoo 
Row  Pundit  Purdhan  engages,  that 
none  of  the  chiefs  or  fubjeCts  of  the 
Mabratta  hate  (hall  adl  contrary  to 
them. 

Art.  XVI.  The  honourable  Eaft 
India  company  and  the  Pefhwa 
Madhoo  Row  Pundit  Purdhan,  hav¬ 
ing  the  fulleft  confidence  in  Maha 
Rajah  Subadar  Madhoo  Row  Scindia 
Behader,  they  have  both  requefted 
the  laid  Maha  Rajah  to  be  the  mu¬ 
tual  guarantee  for  the  perpetual  and 
invariable  adherence  of  both  parties 
to  the  conditions  of  this  treaty;  and 
the  faid  Madhoo  Row  Scindia,  from 
a  regard  to  the.welfare  of  both  dates, 
hath  taken  upon  himfelf  the,  mu¬ 
tual  guarantee.  If  either  of  the 
parties  fhall  deviate  from  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  this  treaty,  the  faid  Maha 
Rajah  will  join  the  other  party,  and 
will  to  the  utmofl  of  his  power,  en¬ 
deavour  to  bring  the  aggrefifor  to  a 
proper  u nderlta tiding. 

Art.  XVII.  It  is  hereby  agreed, 
that  whatever  territories,  forts  or 
cities  in  Guzzerat,  were  granted 
by  Ragonaut  Row  to  the  Englifh, 
previous  to  the  treaty  of  col.  Upton, 
and  have  come  into  their  poffeffion, 
the  reftitutioon  of  which  was  fii- 
pulated  in  the  7th  Article  of  the 
faid  treaty,  fhall  be  refiored  agree¬ 
able  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  treaty. 

This  treaty,  confiding  of  feven- 
teen  articles,  is  fettled  at  Salbey, 
in  the  camp  of  Maha  Rajah  Suba¬ 
dar  Madhoo  Row  Scindia,  on  the 

on  the  4th  of  the  month  Jem  mad 
ul  Saany,  in  the  year  1187  of  the 
of  the  Hiegera,  correfponding  with 
the  17th  of  May,  1782,  of  the 
Chridiari  sera,  bv  the  faid  Maha 
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Rajah,  and  Mr.  David  Anderfon. 
A  copy  hereof  fliall  be  fent,  by  each 
of  the  above-named  perfons,  to  their 
refpeCtive  principals  at  Fort  William, 
and  Poonah,  and  on  both  copies 

being  returned,  the  one  under  the 


feal  of  the  hon.  the  Ead  India  com¬ 
pany,  and  lignature  of  the  hon. 
governor-general  and  council  of 
Fort  William,  fhall  be  delivered  to 
to  Maha  Rajah  Madhoo  Row  Scindia 
Behader,  and  the  other  under  the 
feal  of  the  Pefhwa  Madhoo  Row 
Pundit  Purdhan,  and  the  fignature 
of  Ballagee  Pundit  Nana  Furnavefe, 
fhall  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Anderfon  ; 
this  treaty  fhall  be  deemed  complete 
and  ratified,  and  the  articles  herein 
contained  fhall  become  binding  on 
both  the  contracting  parties. 

(Written  in  the  Mahratta  charac¬ 
ter,  by  Ragoo  Bhow  Dewan.)  “  In 
all  17  articles,  on  the  4th  of  Jemmad 
ul  xAkher,  or  the  5  th  of  Jeyt  Adeck, 
in  the  Shukul  Pattah,  in  the  year 
1182.” 

Subfcribed  in  the  Mahratta  cha¬ 
racter,  by  Mahajee  Scindia,  on 
the  fame  day. 

Agreed  to  what  is  above  written, 
(Signed)  D.  Anderson, 
Witneffes, 

Jas.  Anderson, 

Wm.  Blain. 

A  True  Tranflation, 

J.  Anderson, 
Affiflant  to  the  Embaffy. 

<i  Subfcribed  in  the  hand-writing 
of  Nana  Furnavefe.”  Done  by  me 
Bailajee  Inardine,  011  the  15th  of 
Mohurrum,  in  the  year  1183  (De¬ 
cember  20,  17S2)  under  the  fmall 
feal  of  the  Pefhwa,  ratified  alfo  by 
Scinda,  the  2  iff  of  Rabbie  ul  Owal ; 
counter-part  fubfcribed  by  Mr.  An¬ 
derfon,  the  24th  of  February, 
1783. 

The  above  treaty  was  received 
and  read  in  council,  on  Monday  laft, 
and  on  Tuefday  morning  a  feu  de 
joy  of  all  the  guns  round  the  ram¬ 
part  was  fired  in  honour  of  this  event, 
from  which  we  have  every  reafon  to 
expect  the  greateft  advantages. 

The 
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The  following  is  a  Tran/lation  of  the 
Manifefio  puhlijhed  by  order  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Rif  la ,  upon  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  her  'l  r oops  entering  the 
P eninfula  of  the  Crimea,  the  Cu¬ 
ban,  and  the  if  and  of  daman ; 
which  Countries  are  thereby  declared 
to  be  annexed  to  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jeffs  1)  o  minions. 

W  E  Catherine  the  Second,  by  the 
-  Grace  of  God,  Emprefs  and  Sole 
Monarch  of  all  the  Ruffias,  &c« 
&c.  &c. 

UR  laft  war  againft  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire  having  been  at¬ 
tended  with  the  moil  fignai  fuc cedes, 
we  had  certainly  acquired  the  right 
of  re-uniting  to  the  territories  of 
our  empire  the  Crimea,  of  which 
we  were  in  poiiclfion  :  we,  however, 
hefitated  not  to  f.icrifice  that,  with 
many  other  conquefts,  to  our  ardent 
define  of  r  e~e  ft  abli  fifing  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  of  confirming  the 
good  underthinding  and  friendfhip 
between  our  empire  and  therOttoman 
Porte.  This  motive  induced  us  to 
iiipulate  for  the  freedom  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Tartars,  whom 
we  had  reduced  by  our  arms;  hop¬ 
ing  to  remove  for  ever,  by  this 
means,  every  caufe  of  diilenfion, 
and  even  of  coolnefs  between  Rulfia 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  expofed 
too  often  to  thefe  inconveniencies  by 
the  form  of  government  which  then 
fubfiiled  among  the  Tartars. 

Great  as  were  our  facrifices  and 
efforts  for  realifing  thofe  hopes, 
they  were  foon,  to  our  great  re¬ 
gret,  conliderably  diminifhed.  The 
reftleffnefs  natural  to  the  Tartars, 
fomented  by  infinuations,  the  fource 
of  which  is  not  unknown  to  us, 
caufed  them  eafily  to  fall  into  a  mare 
laid  by  foreign  hands,  which  had 
ibwed  amongft  them  the  feeds  of 
difturbance  and  confufion  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  induce  them  to. labour 


for  the  weakening,  and  even  th 
total  ruin  of  an  edifice  which  ou 
beneficent  cares  had  e redied  for  tin 
happinefs  of  that  nation,  by  pro 
curing  them  liberty  and  indepen 
dence,  under  the  authority  of  : 
chief  eledled  by  themfelves.  Hard 
ly  was  their  khan  eftablifhed  ac 
cording  to  this  new  form  of  govern 

o  o 

menr,  before  he  faw  himfelf  de 
prtved  of  all  authority,  and  ever 
obliged  to  deiert  his  country,  t<: 
give  place’  to  an  ufurper,  who 
would  again  fubjedf  the  Tartars  t< 
the  yoke  of  a  dominion,  from 
which  our  beneficence  had  releafet 
them.  The  greater  part  of  them 
as  blind  as  thev  were  ignorant 
had  fubmitted  to  that  ufurper  ;  the 
reft,  thinking  themfelves  too  weal- 
to  refill,  would  infallibly  hav. 
yielded  to  his  yoke  ;  and  thus  wt 
Ihould  have  loil  the  fruits  of  ou:i 
victories,  and  the  principal  recoin 
pence  for  the  facrifices  which  w< 
willingly  made  at  the  la  ft  peace,  i 
we  had  not  inftantly  taken  unde 
our  immediate  protection  fuch  o 
the  well-difpofed  Tartars,  who 
prizing  the  bleffings  of  their  new 
political  exiftence,  lamented  thei 
being  forced  to  fubmitto  the  ufurpe, 
who  had  expelled  their  lawful  khan 
By  thus  effedtiiaily  protecting  them  . 
•we  furnifhed  them  with  the  powe 
and  the  means  of  ch  tiling  a  new 
khan,  in  the  room  of  Sahib-Ghe 
ray,  and  of  eftabliftfimg  an  admini  i 
ftration  analogous  to  this  ftate  o 

O 

affairs.  It  was  to  attain  this  enc 
that  our  military  forces  were  put  ir 
motion  ;  that  a  confiderable  bod} 
of  our  troops  were  ordered,  not 
withftanding  the  leverity  of  the 
feafon,  to  enter  the  Crimea,  where 
they  were  fubfifted  at  our  expence 
and  obliged  to  exert  the  power  o 
our  army  for  the  lupport  of  tin 
good  caufe,  in  order  to  recall  fuel 
of  the  Taitars  as  were  eftrangec 

fron 


PUBLIC  F'  A  P  E  R  S. 

) 


from  it  by  their  revolt.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  not  ignorant  that  a  rupture 
between  Ruftia  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte  had  very  near  enfued  upon 
this  occaSon  ;  but,  thanks  to  the 
Divine  affiftance,  we  difpofed  mat¬ 
ters  in  luch  a  manner,  that  the  Ot¬ 
toman  Porte  again  acknowledged 
the  independence  of  the  Tartars, 
and  the  validity  of  the  election  of 
Schaghin-Gheray,  their  lawful  fo- 
vereign.  Notwith  Handing  all  the 
inconveniencies  above  mentioned, 
as  long:  as  we  were  fu flamed  and 
animated  by  the  hope  of  re-efta- 
blifhing  the  repofe  neceffary  to  the 
advantage  and  prefervation  of  good 
neighbourhood  with  the  Ottoman 
empire,  we  regarded  the  Crimea 
according  to  cenour  and  letter  of 
the  treaties,  a*  a  Lee  and  inde¬ 
pendent  country,  confining  our- 
felt*  folely  to  appealing  the  troubles 
Which  prevailed  arnongft  them ; 
from  our  love  of  peace  we  found 
in  this  conduct  a  lufficient  recom- 
pence  for  the  great  expences  incur¬ 
red  by  it ;  but  we  were  foon  unde¬ 
ceived  in  this  refped  by  the  frefh 
revolt  occalioned  in  the  Crimea  lafl 
year,  the  encouragement  of  which 
always  flowed  from  the  fame  fource. 
We  have  been  obliged  in  confe- 
lequence  to  have  recourfe  again  to 
confiderable  armaments,  and  to 
caufe  troops  to  enter  into  the  Cri¬ 
mea  and  the  Cuban,  whofe  ore- 
.  fence  is  become  indifpenfible  for 
maintaining  tranquillity  and  good 
order  in  the  adjacent  countries.  The 
Pad  experience  of  every  day  demon- 
flrates  more  clearly,  that  if  the 
i'overeignty  of  the  Ottoman  Porte 
in  the  Crimea  was  a  perpetual  fource 
of  difcord  between  our  two  em¬ 
pires,  the  independence  of  the  Tar¬ 
tars  expofe  us  to  fubjeds  of  conten¬ 
tion  no  lefs  numerous  and  impor¬ 
tant,  iince  the  long  fervitude  to 
which  that  people  have  been  accuB 
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tomed,  has  rendered  the  greater 
part  of  the  individuals  incapable 
of  valuing  the  advantages  of  the 
new  fituation  procured  for  them  by 
that  independence  of  which  we 
fought  to  give  them  the  enjoyment ; 
and  which,  laying  us  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  being  always  armed,  oc¬ 
casions  not  only  great  expences,  but 
alfo  expofes  our  troops  to  inevit¬ 
able  and  continual  fatigues. 

The  efforts  they  made  to  extin- 
guifli  the  flame  of  difcord,  in  fuc- 
couring  the  well-intentioned  of  that 
nation,  eXpofed  them  to  the  vio¬ 
lences  of  the  fcditious  and  ill-inten¬ 
tioned,  whom  we  were  willing  to 
leave  unpunifhed,  in  order  to  avoid 
even  the  fnadow  of  an  a 61  of  fove- 
teignry,  fo  long  as  we  could  cherifli 
the  lead  hope  of  at  length  reftor- 
ing  good  order,  and  preventing  by 
this  means  the  effential  in  ter  ells  of 
our  empire  from  being  injured. 

But  to  our  great  regret  all  thefe 
meafures,  didated  folely  by  our  love 
of  humanity,  tended  only  to  bring 
upon  us  Ioffes  and  damages,  which 
v  e  have  the  more  fenlibly  at  heart, 
as  they  affeded  our  fubjeds..  The 
lofs  in  men  is  not  to  be  appreciated  ; 
we  will  not  attempt  to  eflimate  it  ; 
that  in  money,  according  to  the  mod: 
moderate  calculations,  amounts  to 
upwards  of  twelve  millions  of  rou¬ 
bles.  To  thefe  particulars  is  to  be 
added  another  of  the  utmofl  impor¬ 
tance,  both  in  its  objed  and  with 
regard  to  its  confequences  :  vve  have 
juft  been  informed,  that  the  Porte 
has  began  to  lay  claim  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  lbvereignty  in  the  Tartar  do¬ 
minions,  by  fending  one  of  their 
officers,  at  the  head  of  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  troops,  to  the  ifland  of 
Taman,  who  has  even  proceeded  to 
caufe  the  officer  to  be  publicly  be¬ 
headed,  who  was  fent  to  him  by 
the  khan  Schaghin-Gheray,  with  a 
com  million  only  to  enquire  of  him 
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what  were  the  motives  for  his  arrival 
in  that  ifland  ;  and  what  evidently 
proves  the  nature  of  the  million  of 
this  commandant  of  the  troops  is, 
that  he  made  no  difficulty  in  declaring1 
openly  to  the  inhabitants  of  Taman, 
that  he  looked  upon  them  as  lub- 
jedts  of  the  Porte.  This  decifive, 
though  unexpected  ftep,  convincing 
ns  of  the  inutility  of  the  facrifices 
we  had  made  upon  the  laft  peace, 
annuls  in  coniequence  the  engage¬ 
ments  we  had  contracted,  with  the 
foie  intention  of  firmly  eftablifliing 
the  freedom  and  independence  of 
of  the  Tartars,  and  fufficiently  au¬ 
thorizes  us  to  enter  again  into  the 
enjoyment  of  thofe  rights  which  we 
had  lawfully  acquired  by  conqueft  ; 
the  more  fo,  as  it  is  the  only  means 
remaining  for  us  to  fecure  hereafter  a 
folid  and  permanent  peace  between 
the  two  empires.  Animated  therefore 
with  a  fincere  defire  of  confirming 
and  maintaining  the  la  if  peace  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  Porte,  by  prevent¬ 
ing  the  continual  difputes  which 
the  affairs  of  the  Crimea  produced, 
our  duty  to  ourfelf,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  lecurity  of  our  empire, 
equally  demand  our  taking  the  firm 
refolution  to  put  an  end,  once  for 
all,  to  the  troubles  in  the  Crimea  ; 
and  for  this  purpofe  we  re-unite 
to  our  empire  the  peninfula  of  Cri¬ 
mea,  the  ifland  of  1  aman,  and 
all  the  Cuban,  as  a  juft  indemnifi¬ 
cation  for  the  Ioffes  iuftained,  and 
the  expences  we  have  been  obliged 
to  incur  in  maintaining  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  thefe  territories. 

In  declaring  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  countries  by  the  prefent  ma- 
nifefto,  that  fuch  is  our  Imperial 
pleafure,  we  promife  them,  for  us 
and  our  fuccefiors  in  the  Imperial 
throne  of  Ruffia,  that  they  {hall 
be  treated  upon  an  equality  with 
our  ancient  fubjedts ;  and  that,  in 
taking  them  under  our  high  pro¬ 


tedtion,  we  will  defend  againft  all 
people  their  perfons,  their  eftates, 
their  temples,  and  the  religion,  they 
profefs  ;  that  they  (hall  enjoy  the 
moft  abfolute  liberty  of  confidence, 
without  the  leaft  reftridtion,  in  the 
public  exercife  of  their  worfhip  and 
their  ceremonies  ;  and  that  not  only 
the  nation  in  general,  but  alfo  each, 
individual  in  particular,  fhall  par¬ 
ticipate  in  all  the  advantages  enjoyed! 
by  our  ancient  fubjedts.  But  we 
alfo  expedt,  from  the  gratitude  of 
our  new  fubjedts,  that,  touched  with, 
thefe  favours,  they  will  be  fenfibie 
of  the  value  of  this  fortunate  revo¬ 
lution,  which  removes  them  from 
a  convulfed  fiate  of  difturbances  - 
and  diffenficns  to  one  of  entire  fe- 
curity  and  perfect  tranquillity  under 
the  protedtion  of  the  laws ;  and 
that,  driving  to  imitate  the  fubmif- 
lion,  zeal,  and  fidelity  of  thofe  who 
have  long  had  the  happinefs  of 
living  under  our  government,  they 
will  render  themfelves  worthy  of 
our  imperial  favour,  beneficence, 
and  protedtion.  Given  at  our  im¬ 
perial  refidence  of  St.  Peterfburgh, 
the  8th  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
Grace,  1783,  and  in  the  21ft  year 
of  our  reign. 

(Signed  with  her  Imperial  Ma~ 
jelly’s  own  hand) 

CATHERINE.  (L.  S.) 


The  EIGHTH  REPORT  of  the 

Commijfioners  appointed  to  examine , 
take,  and  ft  ate  the  Public  Accounts 
of  the  Kingdom. 

IN  all  the  a6ts  by  which  we  have 
been  conftituted,  one  of  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofes  of  our  appointment, 
and,  in  the  laft  adt,  the  only  one 
particularly  mentioned,  is  “  To 
examine,  and  date,  in  what  manner, 
and  at  what  times,  the  receipts,  if* 
i  fues4 
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fues,  and  expenditures  of  tlie  pub¬ 
lic  monies  are  now  accounted  for  ; 
and  to  conlider  and  import,  by.  what 
means  and  methods  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  may  in  future  be  palled,  and 
the  accountants  compelled  to  pay 
the  balances  due  from  them,  in  a 
more  expeditious,  more  efteftual, 
and  lefs  expenfive  manner. ” 

In  our  examination  into  the  pay- 
offices  of  the  navy  and  army,  we 
found  the  accounts  very  far  in 
rear ;  feventy-five  millions,  the  if- 
fues  of  upwards  of  twenty-four 
years,  to  October  1780,  for  the 
navy  fervices ;  forty-feven  millions, 
the  iiTues  of  Sixteen  years,  to  the 
fame  period  (exclufiveof  the  uniet- 
tled  account  of  lord  Holland)  for 
the  army  fervices,  were  unaccount¬ 
ed  for.  So  ftriking  a  circumftance 
would  have  led  us,  of  courfe,  to 
that  office  where  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom  are  audited,  that 
we  might  endeavour  to  aifcover  the 
caufes  of  this  delay  5  whether  it 
arifes  from  any  want  of  power  to 
compel  perfons  to  come  to  account, 
or  from  any  negleft  in  the  exercife 
of  that  power  ;  whether  from  any 
defeft  in  the  conftitution,  or  in  the 
execution  of  that  office  that  audits 
the  accounts  ;  or  whether  it  is  occa- 
fioned  by  any  obdruftipns  thown  in 
the  way  by  the  accountable  per¬ 
fons  themfelves. 

We  inquired,  in  the  fird  place, 
whether  there  exifls  any  compul¬ 
sive  power  to  bring  in  public  ac¬ 
countants,  and  what  iteps  are  taken 
previous  to  their  accounting.  Up¬ 
on  thefe  points,  Mr.  John  Hughfon, 
clerk  of  the  debentures,  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  auditor  ot  the  Exchequer  ; 
Adam  Martin,  efquire,  firft  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  king’s  remem¬ 
brancer  in  the  Exchequer  ;  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Bennet,  one  of  the 
iworn  clerks  in  the  fame  office,  gave 
ys  the  following  information. 
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The  power  of  compelling  public 
accountants  to  come  to  account,  is 
lodged  in  the  codrt  of  Exchequer  : 
it  is  exercifed  by  either  an  ordinary 
or  an  extraordinary  procefs.  The 
ordinary  procefs,  is  a  writ  of  dif* 
trim  gas  ad  computandum ,  iffued  by  the 
king’s  remembrancer  periodically, 
and  of  courfe,  after  every  iffiuable 
term.  The  extraordinary  procefs, 
is  a  writ  of  capias  ad  computandum , 
which  iffues  by  fpecial  order  of  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  where  the  furn 
to  be  accounted  for  is  in  danger, 
and  upon  particular  application  made 
to  them  for  that  purpofe. 

Theproceedings  upon  the  ordinary 
procefs  are  in  the  following  manner. 

All  money  iffued  from  the  Exche¬ 
quer  by  the  auditor  of  the  receipt, 
is  iffued  either  upon  account,  or 
without  account :  it  does  not  de¬ 
pend  upon  his  difcretion,  which  of 
thefe  forms  he  ffiall  make  ufe  of ;  he 
is  governed  by  the  authority  that 
directs  the  iffue  ;  that  is,  either  by 
an  aft  of  parliament,  or  by  the 
king’s  warrant  under  the  great  or 
privy  feal ;  and  by  no  other  autho¬ 
rity  than  thefe  can  money  be  iffued 
out  of  the  Exchequer. 

Twice  in  every  year,  after  each  of 
theiffuable  terms,  the  auditor  of  the 
receipt  makes  out  a  roll  called,  the 
general  impreft-roll,  which  contains 
all  the  fums  iffued  from  the  Exche¬ 
quer  upon  account,  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  half  year,  with  the  names  of 
the  perfons  to  whom,  and  for  what 
fervices,  iffued.  This  roll  is  re¬ 
corded  by  the  clerk  of  the  pells, 
and  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
king’s  remembrancer;  a  mode  of 
proceeding  direfted  by  the  aft  for 
the  better  obfervation  of  the  courfe 
anciently  ufed  in  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer. 

About  the  fame  time  that  this  im* 
preffiroll  comes  to  the  king’s  remem¬ 
brancer,  the  auditors  of  the  impreft 
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make  out  and  fend  to  him  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  accounts  depending  in  their 
office  :  by  thefe  means  the  king’s 
remembrancer  has  every  half  year 
full  information  to  regulate  his  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  the  general  imprefl-roll 
tells  him  what  perfhns  are  become 
accountable,  and  for  what  fums 
and  the  imprefl  certificate  fhews  him 
which  of  thofe  perfons  are  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  pais  their  accounts,  and 
how  far  ally  of  them  have  proceeded 
in  palling  them.  This  officer,  exer- 
cifes  a  difcretionary  power,  Toth  as 
to  the  perfons  againfl  whom,  and 
the  time  when,  he  fhall  iffue  the 
dijlringas  \  he  pays  little  attention 
to  the  general  imprefl: -roll,  for  two 
reafons ;  firft,  becaufe  many  of 
the  films  mentioned  therein  to  have 
been  iffued  on  account,  are  never- 
thelefs  in  their  nature  not  fubjedt, 
nor  intended  to  be  accounted  for  :  as 
falaries,  and  payments  for  fmall  fer- 
vices  performed.  And,  fecondly, 
/becaufe  thofe  fums  which  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be  accounted  for,  having 
been  iffued  fo  recently  as  within  the 
laft  half  year  only,  may  not  have 
been  applied  to  th&  purposes  for 
which  they  were  intended,  or,  if 
they  have,  the  accountants  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  to  be  ready 
with,  and  to  have  prepared  their  ac¬ 
counts  for  examination  fo  foon  after 
the  application. 

The  imprefl  certificate  is  the  in- 
Ifrument  by  which  the  king’s  re¬ 
membrancer,  in  confulfation  with 
the  deputy-auditor  of  the  imprefl, 
is  governed  as  to  the  perfons  againfl 
whom  he  fhall  illue  this  procefs. 
Where  the  accounts  therein  ftated 
appear  to  be  of  very  ancient  date, 
©r  depending  and  in  a  train  of  pro- 
fecution,  fuch  accountants  are  not 
put  in  procefs  ;  if  the  accounts  are 
of  late  date,  and  the  accountants, 
having  had  a  reafonable  time  for 
preparation,  have  taken  no  fleps  for 


the  profecution,  againfl  thefe  the 
dijlringas  i  ffues. 

All  accountants,  on  lei's  the  place: 
of  their  abode  is  fpecified,  are  fup¬ 
pofed  to  refide,  and  moil  of  the. 
great  accountants  do  in  fact  re- 
iide,  within  the  jurifdidlion  of 
the  fheriffs  of  London  and  Mid- 
dlefex:  to  them,  therefore,  the 
dijlringas  againfl  thefe  accountants 
iffues. 

We  required  from  the  king’s  re¬ 
membrancer  the  writ  of  dijlringas 
that  iffued  to  thofe  fheriffs  after  the 
laft  Hilary  term,  with  the  return 
and  fchedules  annexed,  for  our  in- 
fpection. 

The  fchedules  annexed  to  this 
writ  are  very  numerous;  many  oft; 
them  contain  large  fums.  They 
are  of  various  dates ;  and  fome  ve¬ 
ry  ancient,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1698.  Each  contains  the  name  of 
the  accountant,  and,  frequently, 
the  fum  for  which  he  is  to  account, 
and  the  fervice  for  which  it  was  if¬ 
fued.  The  return  of  the  fheriffs. 
to  the  writ  before  ns  is,  as  to  all 
the  accountants  in  the  feveral  fche¬ 
dules  thereto  annexed,  indiferimi-s 
nately,  that  none  of  them  had  any 
lands  or  chattels  in  his  bailiwick: 
by  which  he  could  d  iff  rain  them  ; 
nor  were  they  found  in  the  fame  ; 
that  is,  in  the  language  of  office,  a: 
nichil  return,  or  nulla  Iona  and  non^ 
eji  inventus.  j' 

From  the  information  of  Mr. 
John  Benfon,  the  principal  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  flieriff  of  Mid* 
dlefex,  we  learn  the  practice  of  the 
office  relative  to  this  writ.  It  is 
ufual  not  to  execute  it ;  it  is  a 
procefs  of  courfe :  and  the  return: 
indorfed  upon  the  writ  before  us,  is 
the  conflant  regular  return  upon 
every  one  of  thefe  periodical  writs 
of  diftringas  ad  compuiandum . 

The  kine’s  remembrancer,  after 
it  is  returned  to  his  office,  takes  on 
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from  the  bundle  of  fchedules  the 
returned  writ*  together  with  thole 
fchedules  in  which  the  purpofeof  the 
diftringas  has  been  fatisfied,  and 
hies  them  with  the  writ ;  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  fchedules,  with  the 
addition  of  the  names  and  fche¬ 
dules  taken  from  the  lafl  imp  re  ft 
certificate,,  are.  annexed  to  the  re¬ 
newed  writ,  and  are  iffued  again 
to  the  finer  hid  Upon  his  appofal  in 
the  court  of  Exchequer,  the  new 
fchedules  are  read  to  him,  and  he 
is  queftioned  upon,  his  oath  relative 
to  the  execution  of  this  writ:  his 
an  Ever  is’  u  foully  agreeable  xo  his  re¬ 
turn.  Sometimes  the  baron  of  the 
Exchequer  before  whom  he  is  ap~ 
poled,  where  the  particular  cafe 
itrikes  him,  directs  the  fheriff  to  re- 
tarn  iflues  to  a  certain  amount :  in 
that  cafe,  the  fheriff  alters  his  re¬ 
turn,  and  indorfes  upon  the  writ  the 
iflues  di redded,  which  and  tranfmitted 
to  the  pipe  office,  to  be  levied  by  pro- 
cefs  from  thence  ;  but  of  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  the  indances  are  rare,  and 
the  officer  of  the  fheriff  of  Middle  - 
lex  recollects  but  one  inftance  in 
thirty-three  years,  where  iffues 
were  drawn  down  to  the  pipe,  and 
levied. 

Having  thus  examined  into  the 
means  of  compelling  public  accoun¬ 
tants  to  come  to  an  account,  we 
proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to 
the  office  where  thefe  accounts  are 
audited  ;  that  is,  to  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft.  Of  the 
conftitution,  authority,  and  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  office,  we  received  in¬ 
formation  from  John  Bray,  eiq. 
late  deputy-auditor,  ,  and  from 
Charles  Harris,  efq.  one  of  the 
prefent  deptity-auditors  in  the  office 
of  lord  Mountftuarf. 

This  office  is  in  Hi  luted  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  auditing  and  exa¬ 
mining  the  public  accounts :  it  is 
executed  by  two  auditors,  indepen¬ 


dent  of  each  other  ;  each  having  at 
feparate  and  diftind't  office,  his  own 
deputies,  officers,  ,  and  clerks.  He 
is  appointed  by  letters  patent.  Up¬ 
on  infpedbion  of  thole  by  which 
lord  Sondes  and  lord  Mountftuart 
now  enjoy  this  office,  it  appears 
that  he  is  appointed  auditor  of  the 
preft  or  impreft,  and  foreign  ac¬ 
counts,  to  execute  the  office  by  him- 
1  el  f,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  during 
his  o'ood  bet  Hour.  The  power 
therein  dfeleg.au  a  to  him  is,  to  audit 
and  determine,  with  the  advice, 
authority,  and  confent  of  the  com- 
miftionersof  the  treafury  and  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  ac¬ 
counts  and  views  of  accounts  of  fe- 
veral  officers  and  duties  therein  par¬ 
ticularly  fpecified,  and,  in  general, 
of  all  perfons  being  accountable  for 
any  fums  of  money  received  by  the 
name  of  impreft  from  the  king,  or 
any  other  perlbn  in  his  name,  and 
to  be  applied  about  the  affairs  of 
the  kino-  :  it  is  confined  to  the 

o 

examination  of  the  accounts  ;  he 
has  no  power  to  bring  the  accoun¬ 
tants  before  him  ;  if  not  compelled 
by  the  Exchequer  procefs,  they 
come  at  their  own  pleafure  only. 
By  the  general  impreft-roll  from  the 
Exchequer  every  half  year,  he 
learns  who  are  become  accountable* 
and  for  what  fums  iffued  from 
thence.  The  yearly  accounts  of 
feme,  and  the  final  accounts  of 
others  of  the  great  accountants,  in¬ 
form  him  of  the  infupers  or  fub- 
accountanfs  ;  but  in  the  impreft  cer¬ 
tificate,  which  he  tranfmits  every 
half  year  to  the  king’s  remem¬ 
brancer,  be  inferts  thofe  accoun¬ 
tants  only  whole  accounts  are  then 
depending  ;  and,  when  once  in- 
lerted,  he  has  no  authority  to  leave 
them  out;  their  names  muff  re¬ 
main  upon  all  fubfequent  certificates 
until  their  accounts  are  palled  ;  and 
from  thence  it  arifes  that  accounts 
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of  a  very  ancient  date,  debts  ob- 
folete  and  defperate,  conftantly  ap¬ 
pear  upon  thefe  certificates. 

The  accounts  audited  in  this  office 
are  of  two  kinds  ;  ordinary  and  ex¬ 
traordinary.  The  ordinary  accounts 
are  prepared,  made  up,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  lords  of  the  trealury 
for  declaration,  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  veiled  in  the  auditor  by 
the  letters  patent.  The  extraordi¬ 
nary  accounts  are  prepared,  made 
up,  and  presented  for  declaration, 
in  purfuance  of  a  fpecial  warrant 
obtained  for  that  purpofe,  either 
from  the  king  or  from  the  trealury  ; 
previous  to  the  application  for  this 
warrant,  the  auditor  examines  the 
account  and  vouchers,  makes  up  a 
Hate  of  it,  and  prefents  it  to  the 
treafury  for  their  approbation  and 
allowance.  In  confequence  of  fuch 
allowance,  a  warrant  is  procured ; 
which  directs  the  auditor  to  pre- 
pare,  make  up,  and  prefent  for  de¬ 
claration,  the  account,  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  flate  of  it  fo  approved  of 
and  allowed.  Which  of  thefe  ex¬ 
traordinary  accounts  require  the 
king’s,  and  which  a  treafury  war¬ 
rant,  does  not  feem  to  be  ascer¬ 
tained  by  any  known  diflindtion; 
the  auditor  is  taught  by  the  ufage 
of  office  only,  which  he  is  to  ap¬ 
ply  for.  The  accounts  of  gover¬ 
nors  and  quarter-mailers-general  are 
palled  by  the  king’s  warrant ;  the 
accounts  of  contractors  by  a  treafury 
warrant. 

Some  of  the  accounts  are  annual, 
and  have  a  continuance;  as  thofe 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
pay  mailer-general  of  the  forces  ; 
fuch  accounts  are  ufually  paffed,  a 
year’s  account  alternately-  in  each 
office ;  other  accounts  are  carried, 
at  the  option  of  the  accountant,  to 
which  of  the  two  offices  he  chutes ; 
byt  it  is  in  the  jowe^  of  the  lords 


of  the  treafury  to  diredt  an  account 
to  be  audited  in  either  office;  and 
there  are  feme  accounts*  fuch  as 
thofe  of  the  Bank  and  South  Sea 
company,  which  are  audited  by 
both  officers  jointly. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  tranf- 
adting  the  bufmefs  of  this  office,  we 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  thefe  general  rules  to 
the  auditing  and  palling  the  particu¬ 
lar  accounts. 

We  began  this  incjuiry  in  the  fame 
order  in  which  we  had  examined 
into  the  offices  themfelves ;  that  is, 
firfl  with  the  accounts  of  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy.  We  required 
from  the  auditors  of  the  impreft  the 
laft  declared  account  of  a  treafurer 
of  the  navy,  with  the  ledgers, 
charge,  difeharge,  and  other  ma¬ 
terials  from  which  that  account  was 
made  out.  The  account  tranfmit- 


ted  to  us  purfuant  to  this  requili- 
tion,  was  that  of  the  late  George 
Grenville,  for  one  year,  ending  the 
3 1 ft  of  December,  1759,  with  three 
folio  ledgers,  and  other  detached 
papers;  comprehending*  the  total 
charge  upon  him  for  that  year,  his 
total  difeharge,  and  two  abltradts. 

The  charge  confifts  of  two  parts  ; 
the  impreft-roil,  and  the  voluntary 
charge.  The  imprelEroll  contains 
all  the  fums  imprefted  to  him  from 
the  Exchequer  during  the  period 
of  his  account ;  and  is  produced 
by  the  treafurer  to  the  auditor  as  his 
proof  for  that  charge.  The  vo¬ 
luntary  charge  contains  all  the  fums 
received  by  him  during  the  fame 
time  upon  other  accounts,  and  de¬ 
ductions  made  by  him  in  his  pay¬ 
ments  ;  that  is  to  fay,  impress  of 
former  treafurer  cleared  by  him, 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  old 
navy  and  victualling  ltores  and  de- 
cayed  provifions,  abatements  from 
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bills,  and  from  fhip,  yard,  and  fick 
and  hurt  books,  from  half  pay  lifts, 
and  Chatham  cheft. 

The  difcha  rae  conftfts  of  entries 

o 

of  the  following  articles  :  all  the 
bills  paid  by  him  in  the  year  1759, 
for  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
navy  fer vices,  for  the  nek  and  hurt, 
and  lor  the  victualling  fervice  :  they 
■are  numbered,  and  entered  as  paid, 
either  on  the  14th  or  on  the  laft 
day  of  every  month,  thefe  two  be¬ 
ing  the  periods  on  which  the  trea- 
furer  certifies  his  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  navy  and  victualling 
boards.  The  number  of  the  navy 
bills  in  this  year’s  account,  is  five 
thoufand  and  fifty-two ;  of  the 
victualling,  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  forty-eight ;  and  of  the 
fick  and  hurt,  one  thoufand  and 
forty  ;  together,  nine  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty  bills  ;  entries  of 
the  extra  payments,  with  the  receipts 
tor  them  annexed,  being  twelve  in 
number ;  entries  of  the  payment 
of  two  hundred  and  forty-four  (hips 
books  made  up  as  paid  in  that  year ; 
each  entry  is  the  fum  total  of  the 
wages  of  the  mafter,  officers,  and 
mariners,  during  their  fer  vice  on 
board  that  fhip,  for  a  certain  ftated 
period,  referring  to  that  fhip’s  book 
remaining  in  the  navy  office  ;  en¬ 
tries  of  the  total  fums  paid  to  the 
clerk  of  the  cheque,  officers,  and 
men,  employed  in  each  yard,  for 
their  wages  during  a  certain  ftated 
period  ;  and  of  the  total  fums  paid 
to  the  hofpital  {hips,  and  for  lick 
quarters,  referring  to  books  ;  and 
for  the  half  pay,  referring  to  lifts ; 
all  remaining  in  the  navy  office. 

The  two  abftraCts  are,  the  navy, 
and  the  victualling.  The  navy  ab¬ 
ftraCt  is  an  index,  in  which  all  the 
bills  are  entered  under  general  heads, 

O  7 

ranged  alphabetically,  expreffing, 
for  the  mo  ft  part,  either  the  Cer¬ 
vices,  or  the  fpecies  of  ftores  or 
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materials,  which  is  the  fubjedfc 
matter  of  the  payment.  Each 
entry  contains  the  fum ;  and  the 
perfon  to  whom  paid ;  and  the 
payments  under  each  head  are  call 
up  to  a  total.  It  contains  alfo  the 
fums  paid-  tor  the  fick  and  hurt,  ex¬ 
tra  payments,  and  on  the  flop,  yard, 
hofpital,  and  fick  quarters  books, 
and  on  the  half  pay  lift.  To  this  is 
prefixed  an  alphabetical  index  of  all 
the  heads,  with  their  feveral  totals, 
call  up  into  one  fum  ;  this  is  called 
the  abftraCt  abltraCted. 

The  other  abftraCt  contains  the 
victualling  payments,  digefted  and 
ranged  in  a  method  fimiiar  to  that 
of  the  navy  abftraCt.  Thefe  mate¬ 
rials,  collected  together,  form  a 
complete  ledger  of  a  year’s  account 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy  :  from 
them  is  compofed  the  formal  ac¬ 
count,  which  paffes  through  vari¬ 
ous  offices,  and  to  a  ftate  of  which 
the  treafurer  fwears. 

SeCtions  of  the  ledgers,  and  the 
other  papers,  are  feat,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  pay  office  of  the 
navy  to  the  office  of  the  auditor 
of  the  impreft ;  but  none  of  the 
vouchers  for  the  entries  are  feat 
with  them  (except  the  receipts  for 
the  extra  payments  which  are  very 
fewr)  ;  nor  does  the  auditor  infpeCt 
any  of  thefe  vouchers  :  he  allows 
the  payments  upon  a  different 
ground.  The  laft  page  of  the  vo¬ 
luntary  charge,  and  every  page  of 
the  ledgers,  which  contain  the  en¬ 
tries  of  the  navy,  victualling,  and 
fick  and  hurt  bills,  or  the  laft  page, 
where  the  entry  of  a  bill  takes  up 
more  pages  than  one  ;  every  page 
containing  the  payments  on  the 
(hip,  yard,  hofpital,  and  Tick  quar¬ 
ters  books,  and  on  the  half  pay 
lift,  is  ftgned  at  the  bottom  by  three 
commiffioners  of  the  navy.  Upon 
the  authority  of  thefe  fignatures, 
the  auditor  allows  the  voluntary 
(N )  charge, 
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charge,  and  ail  the  payments,  with¬ 
out  the  production  of  any  of  the 
vouchers  :  he  does  this  inpurfuance 
of  a  writ  of  privy  leal,  which  eve¬ 
ry  trealurer  of  the  navy  procures 
loon  after  his  appointment,  and 
which  directs  the  commiilioners  of 
the  navy,  in  the  firfi  place,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  ledger  books  of  accounts 
of  the  trealurer,  and  three  of  them 
to  lign  every  page,  and  orders  that 
thefe  books,  fo  fubfcribed,  fhall  be 
taken  and  allowed  a  lufficient  war¬ 
rant  and  voucher  to  the  auditors, 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  to  give  full  allowance  of  the 
payments  therein  mentioned  to  be 
made.  Hence  the  ledger  alone, 
thus  fubfcribed,  becomes  the  foie 
voucher  for  every  payment  therein 
contained  ;  and  the  only,  or  at  lead; 
the  principal,  bufinefs  of  the  au¬ 
ditor,  is  to  prepare  and  reduce  the 
account  into  the  official  form  ;  which 
he  does  in  the  following  manner  : 

The  leCtions  and  abltracts  are  ge¬ 
nerally  proceeded  upon  as  foon  as 
they  are  i^eceived  in  the  office. 
The  auditor  compares  the  entry  of 
each  article  in  the  fedtion  with  the 
entry  in  the  abliradt ;  and  where  the 
bill  involves  a  calculation,  or  con- 
fills  of  many  articles,  he  examines 
the  computation,  and  cafes  up  the 
articles.  Where  the  fame  perfon 
has  received  fums  at  different  times, 
for  the  fame  fervice,  thefe  fums  are 
entered  in  the  ledger  at  the  times 
they  were  feverally  paid  ;  but  the 
auditor  alters  the  difpofition  of 
them  ;  he  colledfsthem  all  together, 
and  is  thereby  enabled  to  check  the 
ledger  entries,  and  to  detect  over¬ 
payments  :  being  pofieffed  of  the 
warrants  and  receipts  for  the  extra 
payments,  he  examines  thofe  en¬ 
tries,  with  the  vouchers  themfelves, 
and  calls  up  the  totals  under  each 
head  in  the  abltradts. 

After  he  has  received  all  the  ma¬ 
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terials  from  the  pay-office,  the  of- 
ficial  account  is  compiled,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  the  following*  form :  the, 
full  divifion  is  the  charge ;  which 
comprehends  the  arrears  due  from, 
the  trealurer  on  the  foot  of  his  laffi 
account,  the  money  imprefled  to 
him  from  the  Exchequer,  and  his 
voluntary  charge.  The  impreft 
part  is  an  Englilh  tranflation  of  the; 
impreil-roii  (which  is  in  Latin)  but- 
retaining  the  Latin  names  of  the 
terms  in  which  the  fums  were  iffued. 
The  firfi  part  of  the  voluntary 
charge  coniifts  of  imprells  in  for¬ 
mer  trealurerfmps,  cleared  in  the 
time  of  this  account.  The  auditor 
ranges  the  articles  under  this  head 
in  the  account  in  a  manner  different 
from  that  in  the  ledger.  In  the 
latter,  they  are  entered  in  the  order 
of  tune  in  which  the  imprells  are 
brought  to  the  office  to  be  cleared  ; 
but  the  auditor  tranfpofes  them  into 
the  order  of  time  in  which  the  ori¬ 
ginal  bills  ill ued.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment  he  can  refer  more  eafily  to 
the  infuper  fill  in  the  final  account 
of  that  treafurer  who  iffued  them, 
in  order  to  mark  them  off  as  cleared. 
The  other  parts  of  the  voluntary 
charge  are  copied  from  the  ab  (tract, 
and  con  fill  of  the  total  fums  only, 
paid  under  the  feveral  heads.  This 
comprehends  the  whoie  charge,  tin- 
lefs  errors  in  the  account  afford  mat® 
ter  of  furcharge. 

The  other  divifion  of  the  account 
is  the  diicharge.  Of  this  the  great- 
eit  part  is  taken  from  the  abffradt 
abitradted.  The  heads  are  copied 
into  the  account,  with  the  total  funi 
paid  for  each  head,  not  the,  parti¬ 
cular  articles  composing  that  total* 
except  in  t  he  following  infiances.  In 
the  navy  difcharge,bounties,dilburfe- 
ments,  extra  payments, penfions  fala- 
ries,  lick  and  hurt  payments,  Ihips 
books,  rent,  and  rewards.  In  the 
victualling  difeharge,  extra  pay¬ 
ments. 
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meiits,  Hilaries,  rent,  and  workman- 
f>3 i p .  Of  thefe  heads  it  has  been 
the  ufage  of  office  to  enter  upon 
the  account  each  particular  article  ; 
and  for  this  reafoii  ;  it  enables  the 
auditor  to  refer  with  greater  facility 
to  former  accounts,  and  guard  a- 
gainfi  a  fecond  credit  of  the  fame 
payment.  He  does  not  range  the 
articles  under  each  head  exactly  in 
the  order  they  fraud  in  the  abfirafif ; 
he  difpofes  them  as  beft  fuits  his 
own  ideas  and  convenience.  The 
fees  for  palling  the  account,  and  the 
balance  due  from  the  treafurer,  con- 


together  ;  and,  that  each  article 
may  be  more  eafily  found  hereafter, 
to  be  marked  in  the  margin,  when 
it  is  cleared  in  a  fubfequent  account  * 
but  in  the  final  accounts  that  are  now 
making  up  in  the  treafurer’s-office, 
the  mode  of  ranging  the  names  of 
the  infupers  alphabetically  is  adopt¬ 
ed.  The  laft  Hep  is,  comparing 
the  balance  Hated  by  the  auditor 
with  the  balance  of  the  treafurer ; 
and,  if  it  agrees,  the  account  is 
completed,  A  fliort  Hate  of  this 
account  is  drawn  up  in  the  -auditors 
office  ;  this  Hate  the  accountant 


elude  the  account  of.  the  year  ;  un- 
lefs  it  be  his  final  account,  and  then 
the  voluntary  charge  contains  feve- 
ral  other  articles  of  a  Hmilar  kind, 
copied  into  the  account  in  like 
manner  with  the  refl  ;  and.  there 
is  alfo  added  at  the  end  a  lift  of 
the  infupers,  that  is,  of  thofe  per- 
fons  to  whom  fums  have  been  if- 
fued  upon  account,  but  which  have 
not  been  cleared  during  the  time  of 
the  treafurer  {hip,  with  the  fums  and 
dates  of  the  imprell:  bills.  The  trea¬ 
furer  has  no  credit  in  his  annual 
account  for  the  fums  impreHed  and 
not  cleared  by  him  in  each  year  ; 
they,  are  referved  for,  and  entered 
in,  his  final  account,  where  he  has 
credit  for  them  all,  and  the  refpon- 
fibility  is  transferred  to  the  perfons 
th?mfelves  who  have  received  the 
fums,  and  they  are  returned  ac¬ 
countable.  This  lift,  in  a  long 
treafurerfhip,  fwells  to  a  great  fize  ; 
it  is  tranfmitted  from  the  pay-office 
of  the  navy,  figned  by  three  conn 
miffioners,  and  admitted  upon  the 
authority  of  that  fignature.  The 
names  on  the  tranfmitted  lift  are  en¬ 
tered  in  the  order  of  time  in  which 
the  impreffi  bills  were  paid  ;  but  they 
are  tranfpoled  upon  the  account 
into  an  alphabetical  order,  for  two 
reafons ;  that  all  the  fums  impreHed 
to  the  fame  per  fen  may  be  brought 
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fwears  to,  or,  if  a  peer,  attefls,  be¬ 
fore  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
or  commiffioners  appointed  by  them. 
The  total  charge  upon  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  in  this  account,  for  the  year 
1759,  is  fix  millions  fix  hundred 
feventy-four  thoufand  two  hun¬ 
dred  twenty-fix  pounds ;  the  total 
difeharge,  four  millions  five  hun¬ 
dred  fifty-five  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  five  pounds. 

Of  every  account  two  parts  are 
made  out  in  the  auditors  office  ;  the 
one  on  paper,  called  the  declar¬ 
ed  account,  or  declaration  ;  the 
other  on  parchment,  called  empha¬ 
tically  the  account;  both  of  them 
are  figned  by  the  deputy  auditors, 
prefented  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury  for  declaration,  figned  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  two 
other  lords  of  the  treafury,  and 
by  the  chief  baron  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  The  declaration  is  p refer v- 
ed  in  the  auditors  office ;  and  the 
account  is  carried  to  the  offices  of 
the  King’s  remembrancer,  and  of 
the  lord  treafurer’s  remembrancer, 
and  then  to  the  pipe ;  where  it  re¬ 
mains,  and  from  whence  the  trea¬ 
furer  receives  his  quietus. 

Such  is  the  prog  re  fs  of  an  account 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy  through 
the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreH. 
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As  none  of  the  vouchers*  except 
thofe  for  the  extra-payments,  are 
produced  to  the  auditor,  but  he  re¬ 
lies  for  the  exigence,  as  well  as  for 
the  truth  of  them,  upon  the  fub- 
fcription  of  the  three  commiilioners 
of  the  navy,  we  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  enquire  what  is  the  exami¬ 
nation  given  in  the  navy-office  to 
thofe  accounts,  that  warrants  the 
commiilioners  in  (lamping  fo  great  a 
credit  upon  thele  entries.  To  this 
purpofe  we  examined  the  officers 
who  are  employed  in  thofe  branches 
of  the  navy,  victualling,  and  lick 
and  hurt  offices,  through  which 
thefe  accounts  pafs. 

In  the  navy-office,  we  examined 
Mr.  Ofborne  Standert,  chief  clerk 
to  the  controller  of  the  accounts 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  in  the 
bill -office,  and  Mr.  William  Payn- 
ter,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  ticket  of¬ 
fice  ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Holi,  chief 
clerk  to  the  controller  of  the  navy 
in  the  branch  for  the  payment  of 
feamen’s  wages,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Davies,  his  chief  clerk  in  the  office 
for  bills  and  accounts;  Mr.  Robert 
Gregfon,  chief  clerk  to  the  clerk  of 
the  adds ;  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Poole, 
chief  clerk  to  the  controller  of  the 
victualling  accounts.  In  the  vic¬ 
tualling-office,  we  examined  Mr. 
Denham  Briggs,  the  accountant  for 
cafli ;  Mr.  William  Sayer,  chief 
clerk  for  clearing  imprefts  ;  and  Mr. 
John  Smith,  chief  clerk  for  keeping 
the  charge  on  the  trealurer  of  the 
navy  :  and  in  the  fick  and  hurt  of¬ 
fice,  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  chief  clerk 
to  the  conuniffioners,  together  with 
George  Swaffield,  efq  caffiier  of 
the  victualling  in  the  office  of  the 
treafurer. — From  them  we  are  fup- 
plied  with  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  : 

The  year’s  account  of  a  treafurer 
of  the  navy  is  made  out  in  the 
three  branches  of  his  office,  each 
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branch  attending  to  that  part  of  the 
account  which  relates  toils  own  bu- 
finefs,  and  tranfmitting  it  to  the  of¬ 
fice  or  the  auditors  of  the  impreft. 
rl  he  vouchers  both  for  the  charge 
and  difeharge,  and  the  entries  of 
tliofe  vouchers  in  the  feCtions,  all 
receive  an  examination,  check,  and 
correction,  in  fome  branch  or  other 
of  the  navy,  victualling,  or  fick  and 
hurt  offices,  previous  to  their  being 
figned  bv  the  commiilioners  of  the 
navy,  and  to  the  tranfmiffion  of  the 
feCtions  to  the  office  of  the  auditor. 

The  charge  is  checked  in  the  fol- 
lowing  manner:  —  as  to  the  impreft 
part,  the  exchequer  every  month, 
and  the  treafurer  immediately  after 
his  receipt,  tranfmit  to  the  navy- 
board  certificates  of  all  the  fums  im- 
prefted  to  him  :  twice  in  every 
month  he  certifies  to  them  all  his  re¬ 
ceipts  and  payments  in  general:  the 
contents  ot  thefe  certificates  are  en¬ 
tered  in  the  navy- office  ;  with  thefe 
entries  his  impreft  charge  is  com¬ 
pared,  as  well  as  verified  by  the  im- 
preft-roll  obtained  by  him  from  the 
Exchequer. 

As  to  the  other  part,  which  is 
the  voluntary  charge,  much  the 
greateft  part  of  it  is  direCled  into  his 
hands  by  letters  from  either  the  navy 
or  victualling  boards  ;  of  which  let¬ 
ters  entries  are  made  in  the  refpec- 
tive  offices ;  and  as  he  receives  the 
fums  mentioned  in  thofe  letters,  he 
inferts  them  in  his  next  certificate  ; 
befides  which,  the  fums  received 
by  him  from  imprefts  cleared,  and 
from  abatements  on  bills  -or  books, 
appear  upon  the  face  of  the  bills 
and  books  themfelves,  and  every 
bill  is  regiftered  in  its  proper  office. 
The  voluntary  charge  con  lifts  of 
three  parts,  and  is  made  out,  one 
part  in  each  branch  of  the  treafurer’s 
office.  That  made  out  in  the  pay 
branch,  conlifting  of  abatements  on 
(flip  and  yard  books  and  half  pay 
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tills,  is  checked  and  examined  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  navy, 
by  ai  edgsr  kept  there  for  the  fpe- 
m al  purpofe  of  entering  every  one 
of  the  articles  contained  in  that 
charge,  and  which  entries  are  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  books  themfelves,  the 
films  there  inferted  having  been  cal¬ 
culated,  examined,  and  compared 
in  three  different  offices.  That 
made  out  in  the  cafhier’s  branch, 
confiding  of  impress  cleared  in  for¬ 
mer  treal'urerfhips,  abatements  from 
bills,  money  produced  by  the  file 
of  old  fores,  and  received  from  the 
fucceffor,  is  examined  and  checked 
by  entries  made  of  every  article  that 
eompofes  it  in  the  office  of  the  can* 
trailer  of  the  treafurer’s  accounts. 
That  part  made  out  in  the  victual¬ 
ling  branch,  confiding  of  impreds 
cleared,  abatements  from  bills,  turns 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  old  dores, 
fees  of  oxen  and  decayed  provifions, 
is  examined  with  the  entries  in  the 
ledger,  kept  in  that  branch  of  the 
victualling- office  for  keeping  the 
charge  upon  the  treafurer ;  in  which 
ledger  every  article  of  this  charge  is 
entered,  either  from  the  letters  di¬ 
recting  the  payment,  or  from  the 
bills  themfelves :  a  copy  of  this 
charge  is  dgned  by  three  commil- 
iioners  of  the  victualling,  which  is 
the  warrant  for  the  fgnature  of  the 
three  com  miifi  oners  of  the  navy, 
upon  that  copy  which  is  fent  to  the 
auditor’s  office. 

The  difcharge  is  checked  in  this 
manner:  —  every  bill  paid  by  the 
treafurer  is  made  out  in  fume  branch 
or  other  of  the  navy,  victualling,  or 
fick  and  hurt  offices,  or  in  the  yards 
or  out-ports  :  if  made  out  in  one 
of  the  offices,  it  undergoes  one,  or, 
if  neceflfary,  more  examinations  in 
that  office  ;  if  made  out  at  the  yards, 
it  is  lent  to,  and  examined  by,  two 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
pf  ffie  navy  ;  if  nigde  our  at  the 


out-ports,  it  is  fent  to,  and  exa¬ 
mined  in,  the  office  of  the  account¬ 
ant  for  cadi  in  the  vidtuallina-office* 

■  ^ 

All  bills,  wherever  made  out,  are 
entered  in  regiders ;  the  navy  bills 
in  the  controller’s  office ;  the  vic¬ 
tualling-bills  in  the  office  of  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  victualling;  and  the 
lick  and  hurt  bills  in  the  fick  and 
hurt  office ;  and  when  affigned  for 
payment,  they  are  entered  again  in 
affigning-books,  kept  for  thole  pur- 
pol'es  in  the  feveral  offices.  The 
treafurer’s  feCtions,  with  the  origi¬ 
nal  bills  themfelves,  are  fent  to  thefe 
feveral  offices,  to  be  compared  and 
examined  with  the  entries  made  in 
their  books  :  the  navy  fections  are 
examined  with  the  entries  in  the 
alfigning-book  in  the  office  of  the 
controller  of  the  treafurer’s  ac¬ 
counts,  and  afterwards  compared 
with  the  original  bills  themfelves ; 
the  victualling  feCtibns  are  examined 
with  the  entries  in  the  alfigning- 
book  in  the  office  of  the  controller 
of  the  victualling ;  the  lick  and  hurt 
feCtions,  with  the  entries  in  the  af- 
figning-book  in  the  fick  and  hurt  of¬ 
fice,  and  they  are  afterwards  com¬ 
pared  with  the  original  bills  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  trea¬ 
furer’s  accounts. 

For  every  (hip  five  books  are  made 
out,  copies  of  each  other,  lodged 
in  three  different  departments  of  the 
navy-office,  one  in  that  branch  of 
the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
treafurer’s  accounts,  called  the  tick¬ 
et-office  ;  two  in  the  office  of  the 
controller  of  the  navyr,  one  of  them 
for  the  commiffioner  who  controuls 
the  payments,  the  other  for  the 
controller’s  clerk  who  attends  him  ; 
and  two  in  the  office  of  the  treafur¬ 
er  :  this  book  contains  the  names, 
the  times  of  fervice,  and  the  defal¬ 
cations,  of  every  perfon  belonging 
to  that  lliip,  together  with  the  fulf 
and  nett  wages  of  all  perfons  who 
(N  3)  &r§ 
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are  paid  upon  that  book  ;  all  thefe 
ieveral  films  are  calculated,  exa¬ 
mined,  and  checked,  both  in  the 
ticket-office  and  in  the  office  of  the 
controller  of  the  navy ;  and  the  full 
fum -to  be  allowed  the  treafurer,  for 
the  pay  of  that  (hip,  is  entered  at 
the  end  of  the  {hip’s  book,  and  is 
the  fame  fum  in  the  treafurer’s  led¬ 
ger,  which  he  claims  to  be  allowed 
him  for  the  payment  of  that  fhip. 

When  a  fhip  is  paid,  a  com  mi  f- 
iioner  of  the  navy,  two  clerks  from 
the  treafurer’s  office,  and  one  from 
each  of  the  controller’s  offices,  at¬ 
tend,  each  with  his  book;  by  which 
means  they  are  a  check  upon  each 
other :  three  of  thefe  books  are  made 
up  at  the  fame  time,  and  compared 
together :  and  remain  afterwards, 
one  in  the  office  of  the  treafurer, 
another  in  that  of  the  controller, 
and  the  third  in  that  of  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  treafurer’s  accounts. 
The  treafurer’s  fe&ions,  containing 
the  fums  paid  upon  the  (hip’s  books, 
are  taken  from  the  full  books,  after 
they  are  made  up  and  figned  by 
three  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  and 
are  compared,  in  the  office  of  the 
controller  of  the  treafurer’s  accounts, 
with  the  fums  entered  upon  the 
books  in  that  office.  The  fums  for 
the  hofpital  half-pay  and  fick  quar¬ 
ters,  are  like  wife  taken  from,  and 
compared  with,  the  full  books  kept 
for  thofe  fervices.  Upon  a  final  ac¬ 
count,  the  infuper  lift  is  taken  from 
impreft  ledgers,  one  kept  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  controller  of  the  trea¬ 
furer’s  accounts,  another  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  controller  of  the  victual¬ 
ling  accounts ;  and  in  fome  one  of 
which  every  impreft  bill  is  entered : 
this  lift  is  compared  with  the  en¬ 
tries  in  thefe  impreft  ledgers. 

In  confequence  of  this  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  entries  in  the  treafurer’s 
ledger,  with  the  vouchers  for,  and 
entries  of  the  fame  articles  in  the 


books  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  navy,  victualling,  and  fick  and 
hurt  offices,  the  commiffioners  of 
the  navy  are  authovifed  to  give  to 
the  entries  in  that  ledger  a  credit 
equal  to  the  credit  of  original  vou¬ 
chers,  and  to  give  to  the  treafurer  a 
difpenfation  with  the  production  of 
thofe  originals  in  the  office  where 
he  is  finally  to  pafs  his  accounts. 

The  information  we  have  thus 
collected,  enables  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  caufes  of  the  delay 
in  palling  the  accounts  of  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  fup- 
plies  us  with  matter  for  regulation, 
worthy,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  attention  of  the  legi* 
flature. 

The  caufe  of  4elay  that  occurs 
the  firft  in  this  inquiry,  is  the  not 
executing  the  compulfory  procefs 
intended  to  bring  in  perfons  to  ac¬ 
count.  This  is  a  fource  of  delay 
that  extends  to  every  account  fub- 
jeCt  to  be  paffed  in  the  auditor’s 
office. 

A  diftrefs  is  an  ancient  and  legal 
method  of  forcing  a  perfon  to  do 
certain  ads,  which  the  law  re¬ 
quires  of  him  ;  and  it  is  an  effectual 
method  ;  for  he  refufes  at  the  peril 
of  forfeiting  to  the  crown  a  part  of 
his  property,  and  it  he  continues 
refraCtory,  of  having  that  forfeiture 
increafed  till  he  obeys :  but  the  dif- 
tringas  ad  computandum  is  a  procefs 
utterly  nugatory ;  it  iffues  out  of 
mere  form  ;  and,  though  levelled 
at  perfons  who  have  millions  to  ac¬ 
count  for,  it  is  never  executed. 
The  long  ufage  of  office  warrants 
the  fheriff  to  give  it  under  his  hand, 
and  to  confirm  it  by  his  oath  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  that  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy  is  not  to  be  found 
either  in  the  city  of  London  or  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  that 
the, pay  maker-general  of  the  forces 
has  neither  lands  nor  chattels  in  ei¬ 
ther 
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iber  of,  thofe  didridts  by  which  he 
can  be  didrained. 

So  far  as  the  prefent  fydem  of 
palling  the  public  accounts  fhall  be 
retained,  this  procefs  out  to  be  made 
eftedtual :  it  cannot  be  fo  in  its  pre¬ 
fent' date.  The  writ  rauft  be  diiin- 
cumbered  of  that  load  of  old  and 
liielefs  fchedules,  at  prefent  always 
annexed  to  it.  Authority  fhould  be 
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given  to  infpedl  and  fcrutinize  the 
lifts  of  perfons  who  Hand  at  this 
time  accountable  to  the  crown  for 
money  imprefted  or  ifiued  to  them 
on  account,  and  to  didinguifh  thofe 
who  are  of  ability  and  amenable, 
from  the  infolvent  and  thofe  whole 
accounts  are  remote  and  defperate, 
wnd  who  can  neither  themfelves  nor 
their  reprefentatives  ever  be  profe- 
eated  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
The  names  and  fchedules  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  fhould  all  be  taken  from  the 
Writ ;  the  former  only  fhould  be 
annexed  ;  and  upon  all  named  in 
the  fchedules  annexed,  the  writ 
fhould  be  executed,  and  they  fhould 
be  compelled  to  appear  upon  the  re¬ 
turn,  and  give  the  reafons  for  the 
delay  before  the  proper  judges,  the 
barons  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  certificates  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  irnpred  require  the  like 
correction.  Public inftruments  fhould 
not  be  incumbered  with  ufelefs  mat¬ 
ter  :  nothing  fhould  be  inferted  in 
them  but  what  tends  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  defigned  by  them  ;  but 
thefe  certificates -are  filled  with  ftale 
accounts  that  have  been-’  depending* 
many  of  them,  for  a  century,  the 
accountants  forgotten,  the  line  of 
their  reprefentation  not  to  be  traced, 
no  vouchers  to  be  found,  no  vedi- 
ges  of  them  whatever  remaining, 
have  what  are  prefer ved  to  no  pur¬ 
pofe,  in  thefe  inflruments ;  they 
puzzle  and  confound  the  officers 
$hey  are  intended*  to  inform  ;  •they 
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engage  the  time  of  clerks  that 
might  be  uferully  employed,  and 
for  which  the  public  pay. 

The  power  of  difcharging  ac¬ 
counts  of  long  handing  has  been 
exercifed  by  the  legiflature  for  the 
quiet  of  the  fubjedt.  In  the  land- 
tax  act  of  the  year  1759,  all  infu- 
pers  fet  in  the  accounts  of  the  re- 
ceivers-general  of  the  land-tax  be¬ 
fore  the  years  1746  are  abfolutely 
difcharged. 

Ocher  delays  arife  in  the  office  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  flow 
in  a  great  tneafure  from  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  that  office.  As  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft  cannot  pafs 
the  account  until  he  has  received  all 
•the  materials  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed,  we  required  from  him  a  hate 
of  the  order  of  time  in  which  the 
feveral  parts  of  Mr.  Grenville’s  ac¬ 
count  for  the  year  1759  were  de¬ 
livered  into  his  office.  By  this  date 
it  appears,  that  the  firft  fedfions  of 
this  year  came  to  the  auditor  in  May 
1763  ;  that  the  voluntary  charge, 
and  fome  other  papers,  which  were 
the  parts  of  the  account  that  came 
the  laid,  were  not  received  until  De¬ 
cember  1781;  that  is,  eighteen 
years  after  the  fedfions,  and  near 
twenty-two  years  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  year  to  which  the  ac¬ 
count  belongs.  \^e  required  like- 
wife  from  the  auditors  a  date  of  the 
accounts  of  the  treafurers  of  the 
navy,  now  depending  in  each  of 
their  offices;  with  the  times  when, 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  accounts 
were  delivered  in  to  each.  Thefe 
dates  (hew,  that  the  accounts  for  the 
two- next  fucceeding  years,  1760 
and  1761,  are  ready  for  declara¬ 
tion  ;  that  the  accounts  of  none  of 
the  fubfequent  years  are  complete 
in  the  office,  little  more  than  the 
navy  and  vidhtaUingfcdtions  of  thefe 
years  having  been  as  yet  received 
from.  the.  treafurer’s  ofljce. 

(N  4)  .  *  One 
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One  of  tfcc  principal  caufes  af- 
ftgned  for  this  delay,  and  the  only 
one  that  feems  to  have  a  founda¬ 
tion,  is  dated  in  our  third  report : 
it  is  the  necedity  of  keeping  open 
the  fhips  books  for  many  years,  even 
after  the  treafurer,  in  whofe  time 
they  were  firft  opened,  is  out  of  of¬ 
fice,  for  the  purpofe  of  compleating 
the  payments  upon  each  book,  that 
fuch  treafurer  may  have  his  proper 
voucher  for  the  payment  of  each 
fhip,  and  to  prevent  the  difficulty 
that  would  arife  in  diftingu idling 
the  payments  by  each,  if  the  fame 
book  was  paid  upon  by  more  trea- 
lurers  than  one. 

Keeping  open  the  (hips  books  fo 
long,  belides  the  delay  it  occafions 
in  the  accounts,  is  pregnant  with  fo 
many  inconveniences  both  to  the  of¬ 
ficer  and  the  office,  that  the  correction 
of  this  deled!  is  an  objedt  worth  at¬ 
tempting. 

The  difficulty  lies  in  the  payment 
upon  recalls ;  that  is,  of  thole  per- 
fons  who  remain  upon  a  book  un¬ 
paid  after  the  day  ot  payment.  A 
fhip  is  laid  emphatically  to  be  paid, 
upon  that  day  in  which  that  ftiip’s 
book  is  firft  opened  for  payment, 
except  where  one  perfon  only  upon 
a  (hip’s  book  is  paid  upon  a  certain 
day,  in  order  to  put  that  fhip  out 
of  com  million  ;  and,  in  that  cafe, 
payments  within  the  month  after, 
are  not  conlidered  as  recalls,  but  as 
payments  on  the  payday.  All  pay¬ 
ments  made  fubfequent  to  that  day, 
and  before  the  book  is  made  up,  are 
payments  upon  recalls,  and  are  now 
made  by  or  upon  the  book  it  fell,  and 
by  the  trqafurer  in  whofe  treafurer- 
fhip  the  book  was  firft  opened  for 
payment,  whether  he  is  in  or  out 
of  office.  If  a  method  can  be  de- 
vifed  of  paying  thofe  after-claim¬ 
ants  by  the  treafurer  in  office,  and 
otherwife  than  by  the  (hip’s  book, 
without  delaying  or  difturpmg  the 


pay  of  the  feamen,  or  confounding 
the  acccwnts  of  the  treafurers,  the 
(hip’s  books  may  then  be  clofed  at 
any  time,  and  this  difficulty  will  be 
removed. 

In  order  to  difeover  fuch  a  me¬ 
thod,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
examine  minutely  into  the  manner 
in  which  this  branch  of  the'  bufinefs 
is  now  conduced  in  the  pay  office 
of  the  navy ;  and  with  this  know¬ 
ledge  we  are  furnifhed  by  Mr.  Adam 
jellicoe,  chief  clerk  in  the  pay- 
branch  in  the  office  ol  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy  ;  Mr.  John  Hunter,, 
who  has  long  been  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  trea- 
furer’s  accounts  at  Portfmouth, 
where  by  far  the  greateft  number  of 
the  rtiips  and  recalls  are  paid  ;  Mr. 
Edward  Falkingham,  a  clerk  in  that 
branch  of  the  office  of  the  control¬ 
ler  of  the  navy  that  relates  to  the 
payment  of  feamen’s  wages ;  and 
bv  Mr.  William  Pavnter,  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  ticket-office. 

A  (hip’s  book,  with  its  four  co¬ 
pies,  is  made  out  in  the  fhip;  it  con¬ 
tains  the  names,  and  certain  necef¬ 
fary  circum  dances,  of  all  the  per- 
fons  entitled  to  wages  in  that  fhip  : 
the  two  oppofite  pages  are  divided 
into  a  variety  of  columns,  with  a 
title  at  the  top  of  each  column  ; 
eighteen  of  thefe  columns  are  for  de¬ 
falcations,  that  is,  deductions  or 
abatements  that  are  to  be  made  out 
of  their  wages  at  the  time  of  pay¬ 
ment  ;  four  of  thefe  are  con  ft  ant, 
certain  deductions ;  they  are  inti¬ 
tuled,  the  cheft,  the  hofpital,  the 
three-pence  in  the  pound,  and  the 
marine  ftoppages.  The  other  four¬ 
teen  are  cafual.  The  wages  of  an 
able  feaman  are  twenty-four  (hil¬ 
lings  a  month:  this  is  part  of  the 
four  pounds  per  man  per  month, 
voted  annually  by  parliament  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  feamen  : 
from  this  fum  of  twenty-four  fhi\- 
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lings,  and  from  the  monthly  wages 
of  every  warrant  and  petty  officer, 
there  are  two  conftant  deductions  ; 
one  {lulling  for  the  cheft,  and  fix 
pence  for  the  hofpital.  The  one 
{billing  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
for  three  different  purpofes ;  fix 
pence  of  it  is  paid  to  the  cheft  at 
Chatham,  for  the  fupport  of  hurt 
and  difabled  Teamen  ;  four  pence  is 
paid  to  the  chaplain  ;  and  two  pence 
to  the  furgeon.  The  fix  pence  is 
applied  to  the  fupport  of  Greenwich 
hofpital ;  and  the  monthly  pay  of 
the  eommiffioned  officers  is  alfo  fub - 
je£t  to  the  fame  deduction.  The 
three  pence  in  the  pound  is  a  de¬ 
duction  from  the  pay  of  all  eom- 
miilioned  and  warrant  officers,  for 
the  purpofe  of  paying  the  widows 
pennons.  The  marine  ftoppages 
are,  one  penny  a  week  from  the 
wages  of  the  private  men,  three 
halfpence  of  the  corporal  and  drum¬ 
mer,  and  two  pence  of  the  ferjeant, 
applicable  to  the  fame  bounty.  The 
cafual  dedudions  are  either  for  ar¬ 
ticles  fupplied  to  them,  which  they 
are  to  pay  for  out  of  their  wages  ; 
or  for  wages  that  have  been  ad- 
vanetd  to  them,  or  remitted  by 
their  order ;  or  certain  mulcts  in¬ 
curred  by  them. 

The  fhip’s  book,  being  formed 
with  thefe  diviftons,  is  fent,  with 
the  four  copies,  from  the  ffiiptothe 
pay-office  of  the  navy  at  that  port 
where  the  fnip  is  to  be  paid,  with 
all  the  columns  filled  up  except  the 
eight  following  ;  the  cheft,  the  hof¬ 
pital,  the  three  pence  in  the  pound, 
the  marine  ftoppages,  the  full  and 
nett  wages,  the  l'ums  remitted  at  the 
pay  of  the  fhip,  and  negleCf.  The 
firft  fix,  depending  upon  the  time 
of  the  fervice  of  each  perlon,  can¬ 
not  be  filled  up  until  that  time  is 
fully  afeertained  by  examination,  on 
the  day  of  payment ;  neither  can 
the  next,  as  being  a  trattfa^tipn  up- 
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on  that  day.  The  column  of  ne¬ 
gleCf,  which  contains  the  mulCfs 
and  fines,  is  filled  up  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  the  payment. 

The  officers  and  feamen,  entitled 
to  wages  upon  any  fhip’s  book,  may¬ 
be  paid,  either  before  the  pay-day 
of  that  fhip,  or  upon  that  day,  or 
between  the  pay-day  and  the  making 
up  of  the  book,  or  alter  the  book  is 
made  up  ;  each  of  thefe  times  of 
payment  is  attended  with  fome  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  mode.  The  pay¬ 
ments  on  the  pay-day  are  made,  and 
payments  upon  recalls,  that  is,  be¬ 
tween  the  pay-day  and  the  making 
up  of  the  books,  are  either  made  or 
fet  off  upon  the  fhip’s  book  itfelf; 
ail  the  circumftances  of  each  pay¬ 
ment  being  there  entered,  that  book 
becomes  the  evidence  of  fuch  pay¬ 
ments:  but  payments  made,  either 
previous  to  the  pay-day,  or  fubfe- 
quentto  the  making  up  of  the  books, 
are  not  made  upon  the  books,  but 
upon  lifts,  or  by  tickets,  which  lifts 
or  tickcs  contain  all  the  circum¬ 
ftances,  and  are  the  evidence  of  fuch 
payments. 

A  payment  upon  the  pay-day* 
which  is  generally  the  principal  pay¬ 
ment,  is  in  this  manner :  — the  full 
wages  of  each  perfon  applying  are 
calculated,  and  entered  in  the  full 
column  ;  the  open  columns  of  de¬ 
falcations  are  filled  up  :  the  total  of 
his  defalcations,  both  certain  and 
cafual,  being  caft  up,  and  deducted 
from  his  full  wages,  leaves  the  net 
wages ;  which  are  paid  to  him,  and 
entered  in  the  proper  column.  No 
date  is  fet  in  the  book  againft  the 
names  of  the  perfon s  who  are  paid 
upon  this  day  ;  but  the  indorfement 
of  the  day  upon  the  book,  ferves 
for  the  date  of  all  thofe  payments  ; 
after  that  day,  the  book,  at  what¬ 
ever  port  it  may  be,  remains  in  the 
pay-office  there,  until  it  is  finally 
clofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying 
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upon  recalls ;  which  is  done  in  the 
following  manner  ? 

A  lift  of  the  claimants  entitled  to 
wages  from  fhips  that  have  been 
paid,  is  lent  from  the  fliip  where 
i hey  are  on  board,  to  the  pay-of¬ 
fice  at  the  port ;  this  lift  is  examin¬ 
ed  with  the  fhip’s  books  that  are  in 
the  office ;  and  the  perfons  upon 
the  lift  who  can  be  paid,  are  diftin- 
,  guifhed  from  thofe  who  cannot.  The 
current  number  in  the  ftiip’s  book  is 
entered  upon  the  lift,  oppoiite  the 
name  of  the  perfon,  that  he  maybe 
the* more  eafily  found  upon  the  book 
when  he  comes  to  be  paid.  The 
lift,  thus  corrected,  is  returned  to 
the  captain ;  who  fends  on  flrore, 
under  the  care  of  a  commiffioned 
officer,  thofe  men  who  appear  upon 
the  lift  entitled  to  receive  their 
wages  :  they  are  paid  each  upon  the 
book  of  that  fliip  to  which  he  be¬ 
longed,  and  the  date  of  the  day  he 
is  paid  upon  is  let  oppoiite  to  his 
name. 

Where  the  lift  contains  the  names 
of  men  belonging  to  fhips  whofe 
books  are  not  at  that  port,  the  pay, 
clerks  apply  to  the  pay  officers  of 
thofe  ports  where  the  books  are,  for 
extradts ;  that  is,  for  copies  of  the 
entries  relative  to  thofe  men,  in  the 
books  from  which  they  feverally 
claim  their  wages :  upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  thefe  extracts,  the  lift  is 
corredfed  by  them,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  inform  the  captain  which 
of  thofe  men  he  may  fend  to  be 
paid  ;  and,  that  thefe  payments  may 
be  fet  off  upon  the  proper  fhip’s 
books,  the  account  of  the  extradts, 
that  is,  of  the  men  thus  paid,  is 
fent  every  quarter  to  the  feveral 
ports. 

In  payments  by  lifts,  either  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  pay-day  of  the  fliip,  or 
after  the  fhip’s  book  is  made  up,  or 
by  tickets,  the  name,  time  of  fer- 
vice,  defalcations,  ;\nd  other  circum- 


fiances  of  each  perfon,  are  tranferib- 
ed  from  the  book  of  that  fliip  from 
which  he  claims  his  wages,  into  the 
lift  or  ticket.  Each  entry  is  ah  exadt 
copy  of  the  entry  relative  to  the  fame 
perfon  in  the  fliip’s  book ;  and  it 
muft  be  fo ;  for  otherwife  the  re¬ 
maining  defalcations,  and  the  full 
and  net  .wages,  could  not  be  cal« 
culated.  After  this  is  done*-  where 
the  payment  is  by  lift,  previous  to 
the  payment  of  the  fliip,  or  by  tic¬ 
ket,  the  wages  are  calculated  ;  the 
open  columns  are  all  filled  up ;  and  if 
by  lift,  the  net  wages  are  paid  ;  or 
if  by  ticket,  that  ticket  is  affigned 
upon  the  treafurer  for  payment  of 
the  net  fum  therein  mentioned  ;  and 
in  both  thefe  modes,  to  prevent 
double  payments,  the  fliip’s  book  is 
marked,  oppoftte  the  name  of  each 
perfon,  in  what  manner  paid,  and 
by  what  treafurer. 

A  payment,  fubfequent  to  the 
making  up  of  the  fhip’s  book,  is 
made  upon  a  lift  of  arrears,  that  is, 
a  book  that  contains  the  name  of 
each  fliip,  and  the  names  and  cir~ 
cumftances,  extradted  from  the  fe¬ 
veral  fliips  books,  of  all  perfons  paid 
after  the  books  on  which  they  claim, 
wages  have  been  made  up  and  fi¬ 
nally  clofed.  All  fhips  books  are 
at  prefent  made  up  and  remain  after¬ 
wards  at  the  Navy-office  in  London. 
A  claimant  upon  fuch  books  muft 
fir  ft  apply  for  his  wages  to  the  navy- 
board  :  they  refer  to  the  fliip’s  book 
lodged  in  the  ticket-office  ;  and  if 
he  appears  to  be  entitled,  they  or¬ 
der  him  to  be  entered  and  paid  up¬ 
on  the  lift  of  arrears,  and  his  name 
is  marked  upon  the  fhip’s  book  as 
paid  in  that  manner,  and  by  what 
treafurer. 

Thefe  different  modes  of  pay¬ 
ment  vary  the  vouchers  of  the  trea¬ 
furer.  The  previous  lift  or  ticket  is 
a  voucher  for  the  total  of  the  net 
films  contained  in  the  lift,  or  for  the 
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fiagle  net  fum  in  the  ticket,  for  that 
t reafu re r  who  pays  it,  whether  he 
continues  in  office  long  enough,  or 
not,  to  pay  the  hook  from  whence 
the  lift  or  ticket  is  extracted. 

When  a  book  is  finally  made  up, 
the  defalcations  oppofite  the  names 
of  thofe  perfons,  who  have  been 
paid,  either  by  previous  lids  or 
tickets,  and  of  thofe  who  remain 
unpaid,  are  entered  in  the  proper 
columns.  The  defalcations  ol  each 
are  cad  up,  and  the  total  entered  in 
the  column  Ot  full  wages.  Every 
column  is  caft  up  to  a  total,  and  the 
treafurer,  whofe  book  it  is,  is  allow¬ 
ed,  and  that  book  lb  filled  up  in  his 
voucher,  for  the  total  fum  in  the 
column  of  full  wages ;  but  as  he  has 
paid  the  feamen,  not  their  lull  but 
their  net' wages  only,  he  d  rich  urges 
himfelf  of  the  difference,  that  is,  of 
the  defalcations,  by  the  receipts  of 
the  purfer,  or  other  perfons  entit¬ 
led,  to  whom  he  has  paid  them  ; 
and  it  he  has  not  paid  all  the  defal¬ 
cations,  he  charges  himfelf  with 
what  remains  unpaid  in  his  volun¬ 
tary  eharge  of  the  year,  in  which 
he  has  credit  for  that  fhip’s  book, 
and  this  remainder  is  afterwards  paid 
by  the  treafurer  in  office  by  a  defal¬ 
cation  lift. 

The  keeping  open  the  fnips  books 
fo  long  as  they  are  at  prefent,  pre¬ 
vents  the  after-claimants  from  being 
very  numerous,  and  confequently 
the  lift  of  arrears  from  being  very 
long  ;  info  much  that  it  ferves  as  a 
fingle  voucher  only,  for  the  amount 
of  the  net  fum  of  the  payments  made 
upon  this  lift  by  a  treafurer  during 
his  whole  treafurerfhip,  and  that 
net  total  fum  is  entered  as  one  pay¬ 
ment  in  his  final  account. 

F rom  this  defcription  of  the  modes 
of  paying  {hips  now  in  ufe  in  the 
Navy-office,  it  appears,  that  there 
does  at  this  time  exift  a  method,  by 
which  a  fubfequent  treafurer  pays 


claimants  upon  fhips  books  paid  hy 
and  belonging  to'  his  predeceftor, 
after  they  are  finally  clofed  and 
made  up  ;  and  this  method  is  by  a 
lift  of  arrears.  Suppofe,  then,  all 
the  fhips  books  paid  upon  by  a  trea¬ 
furer  were,  upon  his  refignation  or 
death,  to  be  immediately  laid  by, 
and  all  payments  upon  them  to 
ceafe :  could  the  fucceeding  trea¬ 
furer,  by  the  fame  means,  pay  all 
the  remaining  claimants  upon  thofe 
books,  without  any  material  incon¬ 
venience,  either  to  the  feamen  or  to 
the  pay-office  ? 

This  depends  upon  the  difference 
which  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift  of 
arrears  in  the  place  of  the  fhips 
books  will  occafion  in  the  payments. 
The  previous  application,  by  the 
claimant  to  the  navy-board  muft  be 
difpenfecl  with.  The  fnips  books, 
in  dead  of  being  fent  to  the  navy- 
office  after  they  are  clofed,  muft  re¬ 
main  at  the  out-ports  as  they  do 
now.  Lifts  of  arrears,  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  thofe  it  fed  after  the  fhips 
books  are  made  up,  muft  be  kept 
there  as  well  as  in  London.  Thus 

far  there  feems  to  be  no  difficultv. 

^  J 

At  prefent,  if  a  fingle  claimant  ap¬ 
pears  upon  a  recall,  his  fhip’s  book 
is  examined,  his  name  found,  his 
wages  are  calculated,  the  open  co¬ 
lumns  of  defalcations  and  the  co¬ 
lumns  of  wages  filled  up,  upon  the 
{hip’s  book.  If  he  is  paid  upon  the 
lift  of  arrears,  his  fhip’s  book  is 
equally;  examined,  the  fame  calcu¬ 
lations  and  the  fame  entries  are- 
made  ;  but  in  the  one  cafe  the  en¬ 
tries  are  made  in  the  fhip’s  book, 
and  in  the  other,  upon  the  lift  of 
arrears1;  and  befides  this,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  entries  appearing  upon  the 
fhip’s  book,  are  copied  from  thence 
into  the  lift  of  arrears :  and  this  is 
the  only  difference  between  the  two 
methods  of  payment.  As  this  co¬ 
pying  takes  up  time,  the  payment 

upon 
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upon  a  lid  of  arrears  is  longer  than 
the  payment  upon  a  fliip’s  book,  by 
the  length  of  time  it  takes  to  tran- 
feribe  thefe  entries.) 

Upon  mfpebfion  of  a  fhip’s  book 
made  up,  and  of  a  lift  of  arrears, 
the  entries  tranferibed  appear  to  be, 
the  name  of  the  claimant,  the  cur¬ 
rent  number,  the  quality,  the  times 
ot  entry  and  of  difeharge,  with  from 
three  to  five  cafual  defalcations  ;  for 
though  there  are  fourteen  columns 
for  cafual  defalcations,  yet  there  are 
feldom  entries  made  in  more  than 
five  of  them  ;  and  thefe  are  ufually 
for  cloaths  of  different  kinds,  to¬ 
bacco,  and  the  two  months  advance. 
The  name  of  the  fhip  likeivife,  to 
which  the  claimant  belonged,  is  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  lift  ;  and,  to  pre¬ 
vent  overpayments,  the  (hip’s  book 
is  marked,  oppofite  the  name,  as 
paid  by  lift  of  arrears.  From  thefe 
entries  arifes  all  the  additional  trouble 
to  the  pay  clerks,  and  delay  to  the 
feamen,  by  the  fubftitution  of  the 
lift  of  arrears  in  the  place  of  the 
fli ip’s  books. 

As  there  are  now,  at  every  pay¬ 
ment  upon  recalls,  befides  the  com- 
miftioner,  his  clerk,  and  a  fecond 
clerk  in  the  treafurer’s  office,  three 
pay  clerks,  with  each  a  fliip’s  book 
in  which  the  fame  entries  are  made  ; 
fo  at  a  payment  upon  a  lift  of  ar¬ 
rears  there  rnuft  be  the  like  number 
of  clerks  and  lifts,  and  the  fame  en¬ 
tries  made  in  each  lift;  but  tranf- 
cribing  into  three  lifts  will  take  up 
no  more  time  than  the  tranferibing 
into  one,  if  an  attending  clerk  reads 
the  entries  in  the  fhip’s  books, 
Whilft  the  other  three  tranferibe  them 
into  their  lifts.  Where  the  number 
of  claimants  is  not  great,  the  time  it 
takes  to  tranferibe  thefe  articles  can¬ 
not  be  very  conftderable.  Where 
the  payment  is  in  confequence  of  a 
lift  lent  from  the  (hip,  which  is  the 
ufaal  courfe,  and  where  extracts  are 


to  be  procured,  there  is  always  timer 
enough  to  tranferibe  the  entries  be¬ 
fore  the  lift  is  returned  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  a&ual  pay¬ 
ment  is  more  eafily  tranfacted  ;  for 
where  the  claims  arife  upon  differ¬ 
ent  fliips,  as  all  are  entered  upon  the 
lift  of  arrears,  the  trouble  of  turn¬ 
ing  to  each  fhip’s  book  is  avoid¬ 
ed.  In  payment  of  thefe  lifts  care 
muft  be  taken  that  the  captain  fends 
on  fliore  to  be  paid  all  who  are  re¬ 
turned  to  him  capable  of  being  paid, 
that  the  payment  upon  the  lift  of 
arrears  may  be  complete.  A  fick 
man  may  be  paid  afterwards,  or  if 
a  man  is  prevented  from  coming  at 
all,  his  name  may  be  ftruck  out  of 
the  lift. 

There  is  one  in  fiance,  and  the 
only  one  that  occurs  to  us,  in  which 
the  time  taken  up  in  tranferibing 
may  be  material ;  that  is,  where, 
upon  a  fnip’s  being  paid  oft',  a  num¬ 
ber  of  her  men  are  turned  over  to  a 
fhip  under  failing  orders,  and  the 
captain  applies  for  their  immediate 
payment :  in  this  cafe,  at  prefent, 
the  commiffioner  goes  on  board  with 
his  pay  clerks,  and  pays  the  men 
that  are  turned  over  upon  the  fhip’s 
book;  was  he  to  pay  them  upon  a 
lift  of  arrears,  it  might  poffiblv  take 
up  near  double  the  time,  and  the 
fervice  would  be  fo  far  retarded. 
This  cafe  can  happen  only  in  s 
time  of  war;  and  where  the  fer-  j 
vice  preffies,  and  the  captain  has  not 
time  to  fend  on  fliore  a  lift  of  the 
feamen  who  are  to  be  paid  ;  and 
where  the  vacancy  of  the  treafurer- 
fliip  happens  between  the  pay-day 
of  the  fhip’s  book  and  the  time 
when  the  men  turned  over  call  for 
their  wages. 

As  fo  many  circumftances  muft 
concur,  and  consequently  the  cafe 
cm  rarely  exift,  we  do  not  think 
the  inconvenience  that  may  a  rite*  in 
this  one  accidental  event,  counter¬ 
balances  ■ 
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belances  the  many  public  advan¬ 
tages  that  certainly  attend  it  in  every 
other  event  ;  and  confequently,  that 
the  proposed  regulation  ought  not 
therefore  to  be  rejected. 

But  the  time  employed  in  paying 
the  Teamen  upon  the  (hip’s  books,  as 
well  as  upon  lids  of  arrears,  may, 
in  our  opinion,  be  fliortened,  and 
the  pay  clerks  be  relieved  from  fome 
part  of  their  trouble.  The  Turns 
applicable  to  the  ched,  and  the  hof- 
pital,  the  three  pence  in  the  pound, 
and  the  marine  doppages,  are  de¬ 
ductions,  after  a  certain  rate,  out 
of  the  wages  of  the  officers,  Teamen, 
and  marines :  we  applied  to  the 
commiffioners  at  the  navy,  to  know 
bv  what  aurhoritv  thefe  deductions 

c> 

are  made  :  from  their  returns  to  our 
requifition,  we  collect  the  following 
information  : 

The  copy  of  an  inquifition  taken 
at  Rocheder  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
James  the  Firfi,  before  commilfion- 
ers  of  charitable  ufes  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  date  of  the  fund  be¬ 
longing  to  the  ched  at  Chatham, 
recites  the  origin  of  the  payment  of 
the  fix  pence  (part  of  the  deduction 
of  one  {hilling)  to  the  ched  at  Cha¬ 
tham  :  an  extraCt  of  To  much  of  it 
as  relates  to  the  fubjeCt  matter  be¬ 
fore  us,  we  have  inferted  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix  ;  and  from  thence  it  appears, 
that  this  deduction  commenced  in  the 
year  l  590,  and  was  a  voluntary  gift 
and  contribution  of  a  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  their  refpeCtive  wages,  by 
the  unaders,  mariners,  fhipwrights, 
and  feafaring  men,  then  employed 
in  the  fcrvice,  to  be  a  perpetual  re¬ 
lief  for  hurt  and  maimed  mariners, 
carpenters,  and  fcamen. 

The  four  pence  to  the  chaplain, 
and  the  two  pence  to  the  furgeon, 
which  are  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  one  (hilling  deduction  under  the 
title  of  the  ched,  are  very  ancient. 
The  commiffioners  of  the  navy  have 
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not  been  able  to  trace  them  to  their 
origin.  One  drilling  was  the  abate¬ 
ment  in  the  ched  column  in  the 
year  1685. 

The  deduction  of  fix  pence  under 
the  title  of  the  hofpital,  is  ordered, 
by  the  aCt  of  the  7th  and  8th  of 
William  the  Third,  chap.  2 id,  to  be 
rftade  from  the  wages  of  the  Teamen, 
and  applied  for  the  better  fupport 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  An  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty7-,  dated  the 
3d  of  September  1696,  direCts  the 
navy  board  to  carry  this  aCt  into 
execution. 

His  late  majedy  king  George  the 
Second,  in  confequence  of  a  volun¬ 
tary  agreement  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  by  a  commiffion  dated  the 
30th  of  Augud  1732,  direCts,  that 
the  three  pence  in  the  pound  fhall 
be  from  that  time  abated  from  the 
perfonal  pay  and  half-pay  of  offi¬ 
cers  therein  deferibed,  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  poor  widows  of  commiffion- 
ed  and  warrant  officers  of  the  navy, 
and  appoints  commiffioners  for  con¬ 
ducting  this  charity;  this  commif¬ 
fion  was  carried  into  execution  by 
an  order  of  the  board  of  Admiralty, 
dated  29th  September  173 2,  di¬ 
rected  for  that  purpofe  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  of  the  navy. 

The  marine  doppages  are  direct¬ 
ed  by  an  order  of  the  fame  board, 
dated  2d  November,  1 736. 

Where  a  fund  is  to  be  created 
and  tdablifhed  for  a  public  pur¬ 
pofe,  a  grofs  Turn  is  better  calcu¬ 
lated  for  it,  than  a  Turn  compound¬ 
ed  ot  various  deductions  :  the  one 
is  limple,  eafy,  and  certain ;  the 
other  complex,  troublefome,  and 
uncertain.  The  commiffioners  of 
the  admiralty  and  ot  the  navy  mud 

have  full  knowlege  what  turns  have 

«* 

been  iffued  every  year  out  of  th^ 
fea-pay,  to  the  ched  at  Chatham, 
Greenwich  hofpital,  -and  the  fund 
for  the  relief  of  pocir*widows,  ever 

fince 
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fince  their  indkution,  They  may 
conjcdlure  from  the  experience  of 
many  years,  what  will  be  the  wants 
and  fupplies  of  thofe  charities,  in 
every  poffible  fituation  of  the-  na¬ 
vy.  The  wages  of  the  officers  and 
feamen  is  the  fund  for  them  all. 
No  re  a  Con,  then,  occurs  to  ns, 
why,  on  fettling'  the  navy  eflablifn- 
ment  every  year,  certain  portions 
of  that  fund  (hould  not  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  fupport  of  thefe  cha¬ 
rities,  to  be  iffued,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  treafurer  of  the  navy. 
At  prefent,  he  advances  to  all  of 
them  fums  on  account,  and  upon 
calculation:  neither  the  commif- 
fioners,  nor  trudees  for  thefe  cha¬ 
rities,  can  know  their  income  from 
the  fea-pay  for  any  one  year,  until 
feven  or  eight  years  after  that  year 
is  expired.  They  cannot  know  it, 
until  the  books  of  all  the  flips  paid 
in  that  year  are  made  up  ;  and  the 
books  are  now  in  arrear  as  far  back 
as  the  year  1775.  The  fame  boards 
mud  likewife  be  acquainted  with 
the  incomes  of  the  chaplain  and 
furgeon  of  every  fhip,  of  whatever 
rate  in  the  navy  ;  at  lead  they  know 
what  is  a  proper  and  adequate  com- 
penfation  for  their  feveral  fervices. 
What  objection,  then,  arifes  to  the 
allowing  to  each  of  them,  indead  of 
thefe  deductions,  one  dated,  cer¬ 
tain,  annual  falary,  according  to  his 
ilation,  payable  out  of  the  fund  of 
wages  ? 

it  appears,  in  our  judgment,  a 
general,  ufeful  regulation,  where- 
ever  it  is  practicable,  to  take  away 
the  didin&ion  between  nominal  and 
real  wages  and  falaries,  that  the 
reputed  compenfation  for  fervice 
may  be  the  fum  actually  received, 
that  every  man  may  know  the  price 
of  his  labour  and  abilities.  Where 
the  nominal  exceeds  the  real,  an 
ignorant  mind  fufpeds  fraud,  and 


2  weak  one  is  deceived  by  an  ima* 
gin  ary  income. 

As  the  modes  fuggeded  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  thefe  charities,  and  of 
paying  the  chaplains  and  furgeon  s, 
appear  to  us  to  be  practicable, 
they  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be 
fub diluted  in  the  place  of  the  modes 
inufe  ;  one  confequence  of  which 
will  be,  that  the  to’  r  columns  of, 
the  ched,  the  hofpital,  the  three 
pence  in  the  pound,  and  the  ma¬ 
rine  doppages,  are  rendered  life- 
lefs,  and  may  be  left  out  of  the  fhips 
books. 

There  is  another  defalcation.* 
which,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be 
omitted  for  the  future,  as  not  ans¬ 
wering  the  end  propofed  ;  that  is, 
the  deduction  under  the  title  of  ve¬ 
nereal  cures.  This  is  a  payment 
to  the  furgeon  of  fifteen  (hillings 
for  every  cure  ;  and  is  directed  to 
be  charged  sgainft  their  wages  by 
an  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
dated  9th  of  April  17^6.  Before 
that  year,  the  mu  iff  upon  the  fea¬ 
men  was  one  pound  ten  (hillings 
for  every  cure ;  the  order  reduces 
it  to  fifteen  (hillings ;  and  dates, 
among  reafbns  for  the  reduction, 
u  that  this  great  charge  on  the  fea¬ 
men  did  not  prevent  the  evil.’*  If 
a  certain  pecuniary  mule!  was  not 
feverc  enough  to  prevent  the  of¬ 
fence  in  the  year  1756,  half  that 
mulcf  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  more 
efficacious  in  the  year  1782.  A 
punifhment  that  neither  corrects  the 
offender,  nor  deters- others,  is  in 
itfeif  an  evil,  from  which  the  fub- 
jedf  (hould  be  relieved  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  we  think  the  furgeon  (hould 
attend  to  every  difeafe  of  the  fea¬ 
men  at  the  public  expence,  and  be 
allowed  a  cerrain  compenfation  ado? 
quate  to  bis  (kill  and  trouble. 

The  omifficn  of  thefe  five  co¬ 
lumns  in  the  (hips  books,  will  acce¬ 
lerate 
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lerate  the  payments,  both  upon  the 
books  and  upon  the  lifts  of  arrears, 
by  as  much  time  as  is  now  taken 
up  in  making  the  calculations  and 
entries  in  thofe  columns.  The  cal¬ 
culations  (however  eaiy  they  may 
be  to  perfons  accuftomed  to  them) 
and  the  entries,  though  fnort,  yet 
being  numerous,  mult,  like  the 
tranfcripts  into  the  lifts,  take  up 
feme  time,  A  book  of  a  ftrft  rate, 
for  fix  months,  has  contained  the 
names  of  fifteen  hundred  eighty-fix 
perfons :  upon  the  payment  of  as 
many  of  thefe  men  as  are  feamen, 
fums  in uft  be  calculated  and  entries 
made  in  two  columns  at  lead. 
Where  time  is  fo  valuable,  every 
portion  of  it  is  worth  laving. 

From  this  examination  into  the 
effedf  that  the  fubftitution  of  the  lift 
of  arrears,  in  the  place  of  the  fhips 
Docks,  will  have  upon  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  feamen,  we  are  led  to 
be  of  opinion,  that  if,  upon  the 
death  or  refignation  of  a  treafurer, 
all  the  fhips  books  paid  by  him 
are  immediately  ciofed,  the  fuccef- 
for  may  pay  all  the  after-claimants 
left  unpaid  upon  thofe  books,  by 
lifts  of  arrears,  without  creating 
either  delay  or  difturbance  in  the 
pay  of  the  feamen  ;  efpecially  if 
the  number  of  entries  upon  the  lilt 
of  arrears  be  reduced,  by  the  o- 
miffion  oi  the  five  columns  of  defal¬ 
cations  above-mentioned.  It  re¬ 
mains  to  be  feen,  whether  this  al¬ 
teration  will  caufe  any  confufion 
in  the  accounts  of  the  treafurer. 

A  fillip’s  book,  paid  by  him,  will 
be  made  up  in  the  fame  manner  it 
is  now.  It  will  be  paid  upon  by 
one  treafurer  only,  and  will  be  his 
voucher  for  the  total  fum  contained 
in  the  column  of  full  wages ;  for 
which  fum  he  will  have  credit  in 
bis  account  of  that  year  in  which 
the  book,  was  paid, 
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The  account  of  his'-payments  by 
lifts  of  arrears  will  be  varied.  Ac 
prelen t,  the  books  being  kept  fo 
long  open,  the  after-claimants  are 
few ;  and  one  entry  ferves,  in  his 
final  account,  for  the  whole  fum 
paid  Jay  him  for  arrears  during  the 
time  of  his  treafurerfhip  ;  and  one 
lift  of  arrears  fuffices  for  his  vouch¬ 
er  ;  but  if  he  pays  upon  lifts  of  ar¬ 
rears,  all  the  perfons  left  unpaid 
upon  all  the  books  by  all  his  prede- 
ceffors,  thefe  payments  muft  be¬ 
come  fo  very  numerous,  that  in* 
flead  of  one  item  in  his  final  ac¬ 
count  of  the  total  fum  paid  by  him 
for  arrears  in  the  courfe  of  his 
whole  treafurerfhip,  he  muft  inferc 
in  his  account  of  every  year  the 
total  fums  paid  by  him  during  that 
year  for  arrears,  at  every  port 
where  he  has  a  lift ;  and  the  lift: 
made  up,  annually,  at  every  port* 
will  be  his  voucher  for  the  fums 
paid  at  that  port :  but  this  altera*« 
lion  will  fitill  leave  his  accounts  clear 
and  undifturbed. 

In  one  branch,  this  mode  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  pay-office  by 
iliortening  their  accounts.  At  pre- 
fen  t  the  pay  clerks  at  each  port 
tranfmit  every  month  to  the  navy- 
office  an  account,  containing  the 
fums  paid  by  them  upon  the  re¬ 
calls  of  every  ftiip  during  that 
month  at  their  re fpecKve  ports,  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  treafurer  by  whom 
paid,  in  order  that  each  fum  may 
be  polled  to  the  account  of  the  end¬ 
ing  of  each  ffiip?s  book  in  the  led¬ 
ger,  From  thefe  returns  the  pay- 
mafter  of  the  navy  makes  out 
monthly  certificates  of  thefe  pay¬ 
ments.  The  places  where  pay- ' 
ments  are  made  upon  recalls  be¬ 
ing  four,  and  the  ffiips  books  of 
three  treafurers  being  open  for  pay¬ 
ment,  thefe  certificates  for  the 
month  of  Auguft  la  ft  were  twelve  ; 
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that  of  Mr.  Ellis  contained  the  pay¬ 
ments  upon  three  hundred  fifty- 
two  fhips ;  that  of  colonel  Barre, 
upon  one  hundred  and  ten  ;  befides 
that  of  the  treafurer  in  office.  Had 
thefe  payments  been  made  upon  lifts 
of  arrears,  they  would  have  been 
all  made  by  the  treafurer  in  office, 
and  there  would  have  been  four  re¬ 
turns  only,  each  containing  a  Angle 
article,  being  the  amount  of  all  the 
payments  upon  the  lift  of  arrears  at 
that  port  during  that  month,  and 
polled  in  the  ledger  to  the  account 
of  payments  on  lifts  of  arrears;  fo 
that,  inllead  of  four  hundred  fixty- 
two  feparate  articles  inferred  in  the 
returns,  entered  in  the  certificates, 
and  polled  into  the  ledger,  four  en¬ 
tries  only  would  have  been  made  in 
each,  and  confequently  twelve  en¬ 
tries  would  have  ferved  inftead  of 
thirteen  hundred  eighty-fix,  for 
thefe  payments  in  that  month  on¬ 
ly* 

If  the  fhips  books  of  a  treafurer 
may  be  doled  upon  his  death  or 
refignation,  that  which  is  alfigned 
as  the  principal  caufe  for  the  delay 
in  making  up  his  accounts  is  re¬ 
moved:  not  that  this  caufe  is  wide 
enough  to  cover  the  delay.  The 
ftiips  books  are  in  arrear  feven  years 
only,  but  the  accounts  are  in  arrear 
above  twenty  years ;  and  this  delay 
refts  with  the  office  of  the  treafur¬ 
er ;  for  the  materials  which  com¬ 
pote  the  accounts  of  the  year  1762, 
are  not  complete  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft  ;  the  reafon 
given  for  it  is,  a  want  of  officers 
and  clerks  properly  qualified  to 
make  up  the  accounts  in  arrear  ;  for 
which  the  remedy  is  obvious. 

This  examination  has  enabled  us 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  another 
point  of  moment  to  the  public. 
The  legiflature  have,  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  introduced 


into  the  office  of  tfie  pay m after- ge¬ 
neral  of  the  forces  a  regulation, 
which,  as  it  feems  to  us,  may  be 
applied  as  beneficially  to  the  office 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy.  The 
cuftody  of  the  cafh  applicable  to 
the  navy  fervices,  may  be  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  treafurer  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  the  account 
only  of  the  receipts  and  payments 
be  kept  in  his  office.  All  the 
fums  now  received  by  him  may  be 
received  by  the  Bank  :  fums  from 
the  Exchequer  may  be  imprefted  to 
the  Bank :  fums  directed  by  the 
letters  of  the  different  boards  to  be 
paid  to  him,  may  be  di reded  to  be 
paid  into  the  Bank  :  all  bills  aflign- 
ed  upon  him  for  payment  may  be 
paid,  and  all  extra-payments  may 
be  made  by  his  drafts  upon  the 
Bank.  The  payment  of  the  feamen, 
the  artificers  and  labourers  in  the 
yards,  and  the  perfons  in  the  hof- 
pital  flaps,  and  on  the  half-pay  lifts, 
muft  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  it  is  now :  thefe  men  cannot  be 
paid  by  drafts ;  they  muft  have 
cafh  ;  and  with  that  cafh  the  pay' 
clerks  muft  be  entrufted,  as  they  are 
at  prefent,  and  the  treafurer  muft 
continue  to  be  refponlible  for  them, 
as  for  officers  of  his  appointment 
and  under  his  controul ;  but  this 
will  be  no  obftrudion  to  the  regula¬ 
tion.  The  money  may  be  all  iflued 
to  the  pay  clerks  by  the  drafts  of 
the  treafurer  upon  the  Bank,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  requilitions  of  the 
navy-board,  in  like  manner  as  many 

of  thefe  fums  are  ilfued  at  this  day: 

*  m 

and  upon  the  death  or  refignation 
of  a  treafurer,  the  balances  of  his 
cafh  in  the  Bank,  and  in  the  hands 
of  his  pay-clerks,  may  be  llruck 
immediately,  and  carried  over  to  the 
account  of  his  fucceftbr.  In  this 
firuation  the  treafurer,  neither  re¬ 
ceiving.  nor  paying  public  money 

himfeif* 
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himfelf,  can  be  neither  debtor  to, 
nor  creditor  of  the  public,  except 
as  far  as  he  may  be  refponlible  for 
his  clerks.  On  palling  his  accounts, 
ihe  bill  indorfed,  or  requifition  of 
the  navy-board,  is  both  his  autho¬ 
rity  and  voucher  for  his  draft.  The 
draft  indorled  is  the  voucher  for  the 
Bank  to  prove  their  payment.  If 
thefe  accounts  agree  (ahd  they  ought 
frequently  id  be  compared  together) 
it  is  highly  probable  that  they  are 
Both  right. 

The  only  remaining  fource  of  de¬ 
lay,  in  the  accounts  of  the  t*ea- 
furer  of  the  navy,  that  has  come 
under  our  obfervation,  is  the  ne~ 
ceffity,  ariling  from  the  prefent 
courfe  of  the  Exchequer,  that  thefe 
accounts  fhould  pafs  through  the 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  imp  red:. 
Public  accounts  ought  certainly  to 
be  fully  and  accurately  %  examined 
fbmewhere.  The  office**  entrufled 
with  public  money  fhouid  give  an 
account  what  he  has  done  with  it ; 
and  the  public  have  a  right  to  the 
fiatisfadion  of  knowing  that  their 
money  has  been  applied  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  gave  it. 

The  treafurer  of  the  navy  is  an 
officer  merely  miniderial  :  he  nei¬ 
ther  receives  nor  pays  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  judgment  of  his  own, 
but  as  he  is  direded,  or  according 
to  lids  prepared  for  him,  and  rules 
prefcribed  him  ;  and  therefore  to 
pafs  his  accounts,  is  no  more  than 
to  fee  that  he  has  an  authority,  and 
a  correct  voucher,  for  every  pay¬ 
ment  he  claims  to  be  allowed. 

We  learn  from  the  information  of 
George  Marik,  efq.  one  of  thecom- 
miffioners  of  the  navy  ;  and  from 
Jonas  Han  way,  efq.  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  victualling;  apd 
from  Mr.  Nathan  Crow,  chief  clerk 
to  the  commiffioners  of  lick  and  hurt, 
that  the  commiffioners  of  each  office 
are  entrufled  with  the  power  of  mak- 
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ing  all  contracts,  whether  for  the 
parch  ale  of  ftores  or  materials,  or 
for  the  performance  of  fer vices  in 
their  feveral  departments  ;  that  cer. 
tain  officers  are  appointed  or  offici¬ 
ally  bound  to  fuperintend  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  contracts  ;  and  no 
payment  is  directed  to  be  made  but 
Upon  the  certificate  or  teflimony, 
in  fome  fliape  or  other,  of  thefe 
officers  that  the  contracts  have  been 
executed  to  the  amount  of  the  de¬ 
mand  with  honefty  and  fidelity,  and 
according  to  the  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  engagement.  Certain 
officers  of  thefe  boards,  in  their 
refpeCtive  departments,  compare  the 
bills  with  the  terms  of  the  con¬ 
tracts,  and  examine  the  computa¬ 
tions  and  callings.  The  commif¬ 
fioners,  relying  upon  their  accuracy 
and  fidelity,  affign  the  bill  fo  ex¬ 
amined  upon  the  treafurer  for  pay¬ 
ment.  The  treafurer,  before  he 
tranfmits  his  account  or  ledger  to 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  fends 
the  feveral  parts  of  it  to  different 
branches  of  the  navy,  victualling, 
and  lick  and  hurt  offices,  with  the 
vouchers :  the  officers,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  is,  in  thefe  departments, 
compare  the  articles  in  the  ledger 
with  their  correfpondent  vouchers, 
and  with  the  entries  in  their  books 
of  office;  this  examination  war¬ 
rants  the  fubfeription  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners  of  the  navy  to  the  ledger 
entries.  1  he  auditor  compares 
the  abhradt  with  the  particular 
items  that  compofe  it ;  he  recalls 
and  recomputes  the  compound  arti¬ 
cles,  and  makes  fome  alteration  in 
the  arrangement  of  others. 

From  this  Hate  of  the  progrefs 
of  thefe  accounts,  it  feems  to  us 
that  the  accounts  of  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy  are  in  fad  not  audited 
by  the  auditor  of  the  imprelt,  but 
by  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy. 

To  the  commiffioners  of  the  fe- 
(O)  veral 
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veral  boards  is  committed  the  im¬ 
portant  truft  of  making  and  de¬ 
ciding  upon  the  execution  of  all 
contracts.  They  are  the  foie  judges 
of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  terms, 
and  of  the  fidelity  with  which  they 
are  fulfilled ;  they  diredl  the  pay¬ 
ments  or  fums  to  be  advanced  on 
account',  confequent  to  the  com¬ 
plete  or  part  performance  of  the 
contradfs.  Hence  they  are  the  ul¬ 
timate  judges  of  the  ground  and 
confideration  of  every  payment, 
Thefe  powers  muff  be  entrufled 
foinewhere  without  appeal ;  and 
where,  to  all  appearance,  fo  pro¬ 
perly  as  with  the  prefiaing  officers 
of  the  feveral  boards,  fubjedf  to  the 
fuperintending  eye  of  parliament. 

Of  this  material  branch  of  an 
audit,  the  auditor  of  the  impreffs 
has  no  cognizance.  From  the  na¬ 
ture  and  conffitution  of  his  office, 
he  is  not  competent  to  examine  in¬ 
to  the  grounds  of  thefe  payments ; 
or,  if  he  could  examine,  can  he  be 
qualified  to  decide  upon  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  them  ?  Neither  does  he 
fee  any  vouchers  (except  for  the 
few  extra  payments:)  he  relies  up¬ 
on  the  teftimony  of  the  commif- 
iioners  of  the  navy  (a  teilimony  he 
is  bound  not  to  call  in  queffion) 
that  they  exift,  and  warrant  the  en¬ 
tries  ;  he  does  no  more,  in  fadt, 
than  what  has  been  previoufly,  and 
to  all  appearance  fufficiently,  done 
to  his  hands  in  the  navy-office, 
except  the  difpofing  of  certain  ar¬ 
ticles  in  different  order ;  which,-  as 
far  as  it  is  ufeful,  may  dafily  be 
adopted  in  the  office  of  the  trea- 
furer  ;  where  they  are  now  profiting 
by  his  example  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  infupers.  Errors  may  cer. 
tainly  efcape  the  navy  and  other  of¬ 
ficers.  The  auditor  difcovered  an 
error  in  the  account  of  the  year 
1759,  of  a  double  charge  of  eighty- 
feven  pounds  ten  fhillings :  and, 


extend  the  chain  of  re-examination 
to  any  given  length,  the  poffihility 
of  error  muff  exift  in  the  laft  link. 
The  auditor  himfelf  is  not  perfedf  : 
errors  in  his  accounts  have  been  dif¬ 
covered  in  the  pipe  office,  and  cor¬ 
rected  by  him. 

Since,  then,  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy  are,  in  effedt, 
paffed,  and  with  fufficient  care  and 
accuracy,  in  the  offices  to  which 
they  feverally  relate,  and  the  molt 
important  parts  of  the  examination 
are  intruded  to  thofe  officers  with¬ 
out  control,  it  feems  reafonabie  to 
fuppofe  the  computations  and  call¬ 
ings,  generally  the  bufmefs  of 
clerks  in  office,  may,  with  equal 
fafety,  be  finally  committed  to  the 
fame  decifion. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy,  in  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  is  tm« 
neceflary,  and  may  be  difpenfed 
with ;  that  the  proceedings  of  that 
office  upon  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furersnow  before  them  fhould  eeafe, 
and  the  materials  relative  thereto 
be  returned  to  the  office  of  the 
treafurer,  and  that  the  auditors 
fhould  be  relieved  and  difcharged 
from  all  attention  to  them  for  the 
future. 

Palling  public  accounts  without 
the  intervention  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impreff,  is  no  novelty  in  the 
Exchequer.  Thomas  Rumfey,  efq» 
deputy  auditor  of  the  excife,  in-* 
formed  us  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  accounts  of  the  duties  tinder 
the  management  of  the  commiffioners 
of  excife  are  paffed.  Thele  corn- 
millioners  are  all  jointly  account-® 
able  for  the  fums  received  and  paid 
by  them  on  account  of  the  excife, 
and  other  duties  committed  to  their 
truff :  they  do  not  pafs  their  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreff,  but  in  that  of  the 
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auditor  of  the  excife  ;  an  office  in- 
ftituted  for  that  fpecial  purpofe. 
The  accounts  they  pafs  every  year, 
are  fixteen  cafh  accounts,  and  le- 
verueen  general  accounts.  All  ex¬ 
cept  the  malt  are  made  up  to  the 
5th  of  July.  Each  cadi  account 
contains  the  account  of  the  weekly 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  com- 
imffioners  themfelves  only',  relative 
to  one  or  more  duties.  It  is  made 
out  by  the  accountant  general  in 
whole  department  thofe  duties  are. 
After  examination,  it  is  fworn  toby 
all  the  commiffioners,  before  the 
curhtor  baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
about  the  May  following;  after 
which,  it  is  delivered  to  the  auditor 
of  excife,  with  all  the  vouchers  ; 
he  examines  them,  and  reduces  the 
account  into  the  official  form  of  the 
Exchequer :  he  makes  out  two 
parrs,  one  on  parchment,  the  other 
on  paper,  as  is  done  in  the  office 
of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft. 

Belides  thefe  cafh  accounts,  the 
general  accounts  are  like  wife  made 
up  every  year  by  the  accountants 
general  to  the  fame  period.  Thefe 
general  accounts  are  more  compre- 
henfive  than  the  cafh  accounts. 
They  contain  all  the  receipts  and 
payments  of  each  particular  duty  by 
every  colledior  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  at  the  office  in  London  : 
they  are  figned  by  the  refpedlive  ac¬ 
countants  general,  and  delivered  to 
the  auditor  with  the  vouchers.  He 
examines  and  reduces  them  into  the 
like  official  forms,  and  makes  out  ii- 
milar  parts  of  them.  They  are  not 
fworn  to  by  any  one.  Both  the  cafh 
and  general  accounts  are  figned  by 
the  deputy  auditor  of  excife,  declared 
every  year,  ufually  in  J une  or  J  uly, 
before  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  ligned  by  him  and 
two  lords  of  the  treafury ;  after 
which,  the  auditor  delivers  the 
parts  on  parchment  to  the  king’s 
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remembrancer,  and  retains  the  de¬ 
clarations  in  his  own  office.  The 
total  charge  upon  the  commiffioners 
of  excife  for  the  year  1778,  was 
feven  millions  four  hundred  feven- 
ty-niae  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirteen  pounds ;  the  total  difcharge 
was  five  millions  fix  hundred  fifty- 
fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  twenty- 
nine  pounds. 

We  find  likewife,  from  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  Mr.  James  Roulands, 
fir  ft  clerk  in  the  office  of  James 
Weft,  efq.  one  of  the  auditors  of 
the  land  revenue,  that  the  accounts 
of  the  receivers  general  of  the  land 
tax,  window  tax,  and  of  feveral 
other  duties,  are  not  pafifed  in  the 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft, 
but  in  the  office  where  he  is  em¬ 
ployed. 

Since,  then,  the  courfe  01  the 
Exchequer  does  not  render  it  abfo 
lutely  neceflary  that  all  public  ac¬ 
counts  fhould  be  pafied  in  the  office 
of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  we 
fee  no  reafon  why  the  navy  ac¬ 
counts  may  not  proceed  in  the 
like  train  with  thofe  of  the  excife. 
Of  thefe  duties  the  commiffioners 
themfelves  are  the  accountants ; 
and  therefore  a  diftindf  office  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  paffing  them  ;  but 
in  the  navy,  the  treafurer  being  the 
accountant,  and  neither  appointed 
by,  nor  fubjecft  to,  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  his  accounts  may,  without 
danger  of  collufion,  be  completely, 
as  they  are  now  in  by  far  the  moft 
material  part,  pahed  by  the  com¬ 
miffioners  of  the  navy ;  they  may 
be  reduced  into  the  Exchequer 
form  in  the  treafurer’s  office,  adopt¬ 
ing  from  the  auditor  his  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  articles,  and  may  be 
paffed  through  the  Exchequer  of¬ 
fices. 

All  thefe  public  accounts,  in 
whatever  office  paffed,  are  drawn 
up  jn  the  official  form  of  the  Ex- 
(O2)  chequer 
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chequer  ;  and  after  declaration,  the 
part-on  parchment  palles  through 
the  three  feveral  .  offices  of  the 
king’s  remembrancer,  the  lord  trea- 
furer’s  remembrancer,  and  the  pipe. 
We  endeavoured  to  learn,  from 
the  officers  employed  in  thefe  de¬ 
partments,  to  what  purpofe  thefe 
accounts  were  paffed  through  fo 
many  offices. 

Adam  Martin,  efcp  th£  firll  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  king’s  remem¬ 
brancer,  and  John  Perrot,  efq,  firll 
fccondarv  in  the  office  of  the  lord 

\  a  • 

t  real'll  ref’s  remembrancer,  and  Mr. 
Peter  Sykes,  deputy  to  the  firfl  fe- 
copdary  in  the  pipe-office,  informs 
us,  that  a  {fate  or  abfiradf  of  every 
public  account,  after  it  is  paffed, 
is  inrolled  in  thefe  offices,  and  in 
the  two  firfl  the  infupers  are  inrol¬ 
led  verbatim  ;  but  in  the  lad:,  the 
grpfs  furn  only,  fet  infup,er,  is  en- 
teied  upon  the  roll  without  the 
names,  unlefs  where  there  are  but 
few  of  them.  This  inroltment  is 
the  record  of  the  account  in  each 
office  j  and,  in  the  office  of  the 
kind’s  remembrancer,  warrants  the 
procefs  that  iffues  again#  the  ac¬ 
countant,  whether  it  be  the  ordinary 
procefs  of  diftrlngas  ad  coniputan- 
dum ,  or  the  ipecial  procefs  of  ca¬ 
pias  ad  co?np utand urn ,  or  any  procels 
for  recovering  a  debt  due  to  the 
crown.  No  general  procefs  can  if- 
fue  from  this  office,  unlefs  founded 
on  matter  of  record  in  the  office: 
but,  in  the  two  other  offices,  the  in- 
rollment  feems  to  be  of  no  ufe  ;  no 
procefs  Iffues  from  either  of  them, 
in  confequence  of,  or  grounded  on 
that  record.  The  long  writ,  which 
is  the  procefs  that  iffues  out  of  the 
office  of  the  lord  treafurer’s  remem¬ 
brancer,  is  grounded  upon  the  ni- 
chil  record  tranfjrdtted  totfiem  from 
the  pipe -office. 

On  the  roll  of  foreign  accounts 
in  the  pipe-office,  which  contains 
the  ab  fir  acts  of  all  the  public  ac¬ 


counts,  no  procefs  whatever  iffues. 
The  words,  either  44  Quietus  eftdx 
or  41  He  is  quit are  written  at  the 
bottom  of  every  abftraCt  upon  the 
roil,  and  a  copy  is  delivered  to  the 
accountant,  which  is  his  quietus. 

Public  accounts,  or  abftradts  of 
them,  ought  to  be  inrolled,  and 
the  records  of  them  preferved  in 
feme  office  or  other  :  but  inrolling 
them  in  three  different  branches  of 
an  office,  feems  to  be  more  than  is 
neceffary.  In  that  of  the  kind’s 
remembrancer  it  is  neceffary,  as 
the  ground  for  the  procefs ;  and 
that  inrollment  anfwers  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  record  ;  it  n^ay  be  con- 
lulted  for  information,  or  it  may 
be  produced,  if  wanted,  in  evi¬ 
dence.  The  other  two  feem  utter¬ 
ly  ufelefs,  and  may,  therefore,  be 
diipenfed  whip  and  the  fees  fared 
to  the  public.  The  fees  paid  to  the 
pipe  for  the  quietus  upon  Mr* 
Grenville’s  account  for  the  year 
17 59*  were  eighty-one  pounds  ten 
{hillings.  The  account  itfelf  being 
lodged  in  this  office,  a  very  fhort 
abiiradl,  with  the  quietus  fubferibed^ 
may  be  delivered  to  the  accountant 
as  his  final  difeharge. 

An  account  in  the  Exchequer 
form  is  in  Engliffi,  but  contains 
fome  Latin  terms.  The  imprefl- 
roll  is  all  written  in  an  abridge¬ 
ment  of  the  Latin  language.  The 
fums  in  both  are  expreffed  in  charac¬ 
ters  that are,  in  general,  corruptions 
of  the  old  text,  and  are  in  ufe  nq 
where,  that  we  can  find,  but  in  the 
Exchequer  ;  characters  very  liable 
to  nhiiakes,  inconvenient  and  trou- 
blefome  even  to  the  officers  them- 
felves  :  the  fums  fo  expreffed  can¬ 
not  be  call  up.  Molt  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  Exchequer  are  made 
up  twice  ;  firll  in  common  figures, 
that  they  may  be  added  together  ; 
and  then  turned  into  Latin,  and 
the  fums  entered  in  the  Exchequer 
figures :  and  that  the  high  numbers 

in 
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in  a  declared  account  may  be  under- 
flood,  they  are  written  in  common 
figures  under  the  characters.  They 
are  defe&ive,  having  no  characters 
to  exprefs  high  numbers,  as  mil¬ 
lions  ;  they  are  unintelligible  to  the 
perfons  either  receiving,  or  having 
other  money  tranfaCtions  at  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

The  aCt  of  the  4th  of  his  late  ma- 
jefty,  chapter  26th,  u  To  remedy 
the  mifchiefs  ariling  from  proceed¬ 
ings  in  courts  of  jufiice  being  in  an 
unknown  language,  and  in  a  cha¬ 
racter  not  legible  to  any  but  perfons 
praCtihng  the  law,”  direCts  that  all 
inch  proceedings  fnali  be  in  the 
Englifh  language,  and  written  in  a 
common  legible  hand  and  character, 
and  in  words  at  length,  and  not  ab¬ 
breviated.  This  aCt  is  declared,  by 
the  fixth  of  the  fame  king,  chapter 
6th,  not  to  extend  to  the  court  of 
the  receipt  of  his  majedy’s  Exche¬ 
quer  ;  but  that  their  officers  Aiali 
carry  on  the  bufinefs  according  to 
the  ufual  forms  and  praCtice.  No 
reafon  is  dated  in  the  aCt,  or  appears 
to  us,  for.  this  exemption  ;  and 
therefore  we  are  at  liberty,  without 
the  imputation  of  impeaching  the 
wifdom  of  thofe  times,  to  fay,  that 
the  many  lnconveniencies  attending 
this  praClice,  call  for  the  extendon 
of  the  aft  of  the  fourth  of  George 
the  Second,  to  the  court  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  his  majedy?s  Exchequer. 
It  does  not  feem  reafonable,  that 
this  (hould  be  the  only  court  whofe 
proceedings  are  to  remain  involved 
ip  mydery  and  obfcurity. 

Simplicity,  uniformity,  and  per- 
fpicuity,  are  qualities  of  excellence 
in  every  account,  both  public  and 
private  ;  and  accounts  of  public 
money  as  they  concern  all,  fhould 
be  intelligible  to  all  :  nor  is  this 
learning  in  danger  of  being  loft  ; 
the  bent  of  the  antiquarian,  and 
the  interedof  the  keeper  of  records, 
will  preferve  it. 
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The  ufe  of  the  Englifli  language* 
and  of  the  common  figures  only, 
will  fave  the  time  and  trouble  of 
the  officers ;  a  conlideration  of 
weight,  in  an  office  where,  at  this; 
time,  the  receipt  and  ilfue  is  of  a- 
bove  thirty  millions  each  in  the 
year. 

As  fuggeding  means  for  contract¬ 
ing  the  public  expences  is  one  great 
end  of  our  inditution,  to  which 
every  aft  exprefsly  points  our  at¬ 
tention,  we  enquired  what  faving 
would  accrue  to  the  public  from  this 
exemption  of  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  from  the  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
pred  :  to  this  end,  we  required  from 
that  office  a  lid  of  the  expences  at¬ 
tending  the  paffing  the  account  of 
the  year  1759,  which  had  been 
under  our  conlideration. 

The  lid  tranfmitted  to  us,  con-? 
tains  fees  to  the  amount  of  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  feventy-eight 
pounds  four  fhillings  and  two  pence  ; 
of  which  the  fum  paid  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  is  one  thoufand  and 
ninety-one  pounds  nine  fhillings  and 
fix  pence.  The  auditor  himfelf 
has  a  fee  of  one  hundred  pounds  a 
year ;  and  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
pounds  for  every  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  contained  in  the  charge,  de¬ 
ducting  the  balance  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  account.  Hence,  if  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  are  immediately  withdrawn 
from  the  auditor,  the  fa\ring  will 
be,  in  his  fees  alone  (omitting  thofe 
to  the  deputy  and  clerks)  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  for  every  year  fince 
1761  ;  that  is,  two  thoufand  one 
hundred  pounds;  and  twenty  pounds 
for  every  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
on  above  feventy  millions,  which 
are  yet  to  pafs  his  office  (exclulive 
of  what  the  voluntary  charges  of 
the  treafurers  may  amount  to  in. 
thofe  years)  that  is,  together,  up¬ 
wards  of  fixteen  thoufand  pounds, 
deducing  a  reafonable  compenfa- 
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tion  for  the  trouble  they  have  had 
in  examining  thole  parts  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  years  fubfequent  to 
the  year  1761,  which  have  been 
delivered  into  the  office.  The  an¬ 
nual  having  for  the  future  will  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  navy  eftabli (lament 
of  the  year. 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured ,  by 
fuggeiling  fuch  regulations  as  ap¬ 
pear  to  us  bell:  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  to  remove  the  caufes  of 
delay  that  have  hitherto  retarded 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy. 

The  benefits  intended  to  refult 
from  them  are —  to  fee u re  the  pub¬ 
lic  money  from  mjfufe ; — to  re¬ 
duce  the  outilandinor  balances  for 
the  navy  fervices to  enable  the 
treafurer  to  end  his  bulinefs  with 
his  office,  and  to  pafs  his  accounts 
with  greater  facility  and  expedition  ; 
and,  fhouid  he  retire  in  difguft,  to 
deprive  him  of  the  power  of  dif- 
turbing  the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  a 
yefufal  to  carry  on  the  payment  of 
the  (hips ■ and  finally,  to  further 
the  plan  of  oeconomy,  by  lopping 
off  fame  branches  of  expence. 

The  annual  laving  propofed  by 
the  regulation  does  not  appear  very 
conliderable  ;  when  compared  with 
the  fupply  of  the  year,  it  vanifhes; 
but  fuch  is  the  ffate  of  the  public  fi¬ 
nances,  that  favings  comparatively 
minute  are  not  to  be  negledted  :  to  re¬ 
duce  an  enormous  public  debt,  in- 
dilpenfably  requires  a  fyffem  of  ge¬ 
neral  oeconomy  ;  an  oeconomy  co-ex - 
tenfive  with  the  receipt  and  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  public  revenue,  and  that 
pervades  every  branch  of  both  ;  and, 
though  the  favings  in  each  branch 
feparately  confidered,  may,  to  minds 
accuffomed  to  the  contemplation  of 
millions,  appear  beneath  attention, 
yet  of  fuch  favings  is  compofed  an 
aggregate,  that  grows  to  an  objebt, 
and  conffitutes  the  fund  for  redemp¬ 
tion. 


PAP  £  R  S* 

Powerful  and  effectual  may  be 
the  operation  of  a  principal  uni-, 
verfally  diffufed,  and  fteadily  ad¬ 
hered  to  ;  and  upon  fuch  an  ope¬ 
ration  only  depends  the  character 
of  national  juffiee,  the  fuppoft  of 
national  credit,  and  the  prefervation. 
of  the  public  welfare. 

Every  reform  muff  proceed  by 
degrees ;  it  fpreads  wider  and  faf- 
ter,  in  proportion  as  regulations  are 
formed,  adopted,  and  carried  into 
execution.  The  exigency  of  thefe 
times  demands  that  every  regulation, 
if  approved,  fhouid,  as  foon  as 
it  is  formed,  be  applied  to  its  pro¬ 
per  objedt,  that  a  flop  may  be  put, 
as  foon  as  poifible,  to  every  unne- 
c diary  and  improper  expence.  The 
weight  of  debt  prefies;  and  procraf- 
tination  both  increases  the  preffare, 
and  more  and  more  embarrafifes  the 
means  of  relief:  and,  for  this  reafon, 
we  have  thought  it  incumbent  up¬ 
on  us  not  to  defer  our  report  until 
we  had  proceeded  further  in  the  in- 
veftigation  of  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  the  impreft  ;  but  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  wil'dom  of  parliament 
the  regulations  that  have  thus  far 
occurred  to  us,  applicable  to  the 
office  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
to  the  end,  that  no  advantage  what- 
foever,  that  can  be  derived  from  the 
execution  of  the  important  truft  re- 
pofed  in  us  by  the  legiflature,  may, 
by  our  negledf  or  delay,  be  with¬ 
held,  for  one  moment,  from  the 
public. 

T.  ANGUISH.  (L,  S.) 

A.  PIG  GOT.  (L.  S.) 

RICHD.  NEAVE.  (L.  S.) 
SAM.  BEACHCROFT.  (L.  S.) 
GEO.  DRUMMOND.  (L.  S.) 

Office  of  Accounts , 

Surry  Street , 

December  2  Qth7  1782. 
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IS  of  STOCK  for  the  Year  1783. 

icesof  each  Stock  in  the  Courfe  of  any  Month  are  put  down  to  that  Month# 
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ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS 


CHARACTER  of  SYLLA, 

[From  the  Fir  ft  Volume  of  Dr.  Ferguson’s  Hiflory  of  the  Progrefs  and 

Termination  of  the  Roman  Republic.] 


a  ^“1^-HlS  reiigmation  throws  a 
Jt  new  light  on  the  character 
of  Sylla,  and  leads  to  a  favourable 
confer udtion  of  fome  of  the  molt 
exceptionable  parts  of  his  conduct. 
When,  with  the  help  of  the  coin* 
ment  it  affords,  we  look  back  to  the 
eftablifhments  he  made  while  in 
power,  they  appear  not  to  be  the 
adds  of  a  determined  ufurper,  but 
to  be  fitted  for  a  republican  govern¬ 
ment,  and  for  the  re  dor  at  ion  of  that 
order  which  the  violence  and  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  times  had  fufpended. 

44  That  he  was  actuated  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  refentment  of  perfonal  wrongs, 
cannot  be  queflioned;  but  it  is  like- 
wife  evident  that  he  felt  on  proper 
occafions  for  the  honour  and  preser¬ 
vation  of  his  country,  in  the  nobleff 
fenfe  of  thefe  words.  In  his  firff 
attack  of  the  city  with  a  military 
force,  his  adtions  flowed,  that  he 
meant  to  refeue  the  republic  from 
the  ufurpations  of  Marius,  not  to 
ufurp  the  government  himfelf. 
When  he  returned  into  Italy  from 
the  Mithridatic  war,  the  fate  of 
parties  already  engaged  in  hoftili- 
ties,  and  the  violence  done  to  the 
republic  by  thofe  who  pretended  to 
govern  ifs  will  abundantly  juftify 


his  having  had  recourfe  to  arms* 
For  the  mafiacre  which  followed, 
it  may  be  flocking  to  fuppofe  that 
the  evils  of  human  life  can  require 
fuch  a  remedy:  but  the  cafe  was 
f  ngular,  expofed  to  diforders  which 
required  violent  remedies,  beyond 
what  is  known  in  the  hif  ory  of  man¬ 
kind.  A  populous  city,  the  capital 
of  a  large  country,  whofe  inhabi¬ 
tants  fill  pretended  to  adt  in  a  col- 
ledlive  body,  of  whom  every  mem® 
ber  would  be  a  mailer,  none  would 
be  a  fubjedt,  become  the  joint  fo- 
vereigns  of  many  provinces,  ready 
to  fpurn  at  all  the  inftkutions  which 
were  provided  for  the  purpofes  of 
government  over  themfelves,  and  at 
all  the  principles  of  juflice  and  or¬ 
der  which  were  required  to  regulate 
this  government  of  others:  where 
the  gangrene  fpread  in  fuch  a  body, 
it  was  likely  to  require  the  amputa¬ 
tion-knife.  Men  ruffed  into  crimes 
in  numerous  bodies,  or  were  led  in 
powerful  fadlions  to  any  fpecies  of 
evil  which  fuited  their  demagogues. 
Whatever  may  have  been  Sylla’s 
choice  among  the  inftruments  of  re¬ 
formation  and  cure,  it  is  likely  that 
the  fword  alone  was  that  on  which 
he  could  rely ;  and  he  ufed  it  like  a 
A  z  perfon 


perfon  anxious  to  effect  its  purpofe, 
Hot  to  recommend  his  art  to  thofe 
on  whom  it  was  to  be  pradiifed. 

64  In  his  capacity  of  a  political  re¬ 
former,  he  had  to  work  on  the  dregs 
of  a  corrupted  republic;  and  al¬ 
though  the  effedt  fell  fhort  of  what 
is  afcribed  to  fabulous  legiflators 
and  founders  of  dates,  yet  to  none 
ever  wrere  afcribed  more  tokens  of 
magnanimity  and  greatnefs  of  mind. 
He  was  fuperior  to  the  reputation 
even  of  his  own  fplendid  adtions  ; 
and,  from  flmplicity  or  difdain, 
mixed  perhaps  with  fuperitition,  not 
from  affected  modeffy,  attributed  his 
fuccefs  to  the  effedts  of  his  good  for* 
tune  and  to  the  favour  of  the  gods. 
While  he  bellowed  on  Pompey  the 
title  of  Great,  he  himfelf  was  con¬ 
tent  with  that  of  Fortunate.  Ffo 
was  a  man  of  letters,  and  palled  the 
early  part  of  his  life  in  a  mixture  of 
diffipation  and  hudy.  He  wrote  his 
own  memoirs,  or  a  journal  of  his 
life,'  often  quoted  by  Plutarch,  and 
continued  it  to  within  a  few  days  of 
his  death.  A  work  poffibly  of  little 
elegance,  and  even  tainted,  as  we 
are  told,  with  fuperllition  ;  but 
more  curious  furely  than  many  vo¬ 
lumes  torrefied  by  the  labours  of 
retired  fluciy. 

a  When  tired  of  hi?  youthful 
amufements,  he  lued  for  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  the  hate;  but  with  fo  lit¬ 
tle  appearance  of  any  jealous  or  im¬ 
patient  ambition,  that,  if  he  had 
not  been  impelled  by  provocations 
into  the  violent  courfe  he  purfued, 
it  is  probable  that  he  would  have 
been  contented  with  the  ufual  ca¬ 
reer  of  a  profperous  fenator;  would 
have  difdained  to  encroach  on  the 


fights  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  much 
he  vefented  the  encroachments 


as 


that  were  made  on  his  own  ;  and 
never  Would  have  been  heard  of  but 
On  the  rolls  of  the  confuls,  and  in 
the  record  of  his  triumphs*  But 


fortune  deftined  him  for  a  part  (till 
more  confpicuous,  and  in  which  it 
may  be  thought,  that,  although 
none  ever  lefs  ffudied  the  unnecef- 
fary  appearances  of  humanity  or  a 
fcrupulous  morality,  none  ever  more 
effcntially  ferved  the  perfons  with 
whom  he  was  connected. 

“  With  refpedt  to  fuch  a  perfon- 
age,  circumftances  of  a  trivial  nature 
become  fubjedts  of  attention.  His 
hair  and  eyes,  it  is  faid,  were  of  a 
light  colour,  his  complexion  fair, 
and  his  countenance  blotched.  He 
was,  by  the  moil  probable  accounts, 
four  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  fe- 
dition  of  Tiberius  Gracchus,  and 
feventeen  at  the  death  of  Cains 
Gracchus ;  fo  that  he  might  have 
perceived  at  $his  date  the  effect  of 
tribu.nitian  feditiens,  and  taken  the 
impreffions  from  which  he  a  died  a- 
gainff  them.  He  ferved  the  office 
of  queftor  under  Marius  in  Africa 
at  thirty-one;  was  conful  for  the 
fir  ft  time  at  forty-nine  or  fifty;  was 
dictator  gt  fifty-fix;  reiigned  when 
turned  of  fifty-eight ;  and  died  yet 
under  fixty,  in  the  year  which  fol¬ 
lowed  that  of  his  refignation. 

“  There  remained  in  tfte  city,  at 
his  death,  a  numerous  body  of  new 
citizens  who  bore  his  name:  in  the 
country  a  flill  more  numerous  body 
of  veteran  officers  and  foldiers,  who 
held  eftates  by  his  gift:  numbers 
throughout  the  empire,  who  owed 
their  fafety  to  his  protedtion,  and 
who  afcribed  the  exiftence  of  the 
commonwealth  itfelf  to  the  exertions 
of  his  great  ability  and  courage : 
numbers  who,  although  they  were 
offended  with  the  fevere  exercife  of 
his  power,  yet  admired  the  mag¬ 
nanimity  of  his  relignation. 

u  When  he  was  no  longer  an  oh- 
jedt  of  flattery,  hj,.s  corpfe  was  car¬ 
ried  in  proceffion  through  Italy  af: 
the  public  expence.  The  fafees, 
and  every  other  enftgn  of  honour, 

A  ***  “ 1  Vest 
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W^te  redored  to  the  dead.  Above 
two  thoufand  golden  crowns  were 
fabricated  in  hade,  by  order  of  the 
towns  and  provinces  he  had  pro¬ 
tected,  or  of  the  private  perfohs  he 
had  preferved,  to  tedify  their  ve¬ 
neration  for  his  memory,  Romati 
matrons,  whom  it  might  be  expect¬ 
ed  his  cruelties  would  have  affeCted 
with  horror,  lod  every  other  fenti- 
ment  in  that  of  admiration,  crowd¬ 
ed  to  his  funerdl,  and  heaped  the 
pile  with  perfumes.  His  obfequies 
ivere  performed  in  the  Campus 
Martius,  The  tomb  was  marked  by 
his  own  directions  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  charaderidical  infcriptioii : 
46  Here  lies  Sylla^,  who  never,  was 
outdone  in  good  offices  by  his  friend, 
nor  in  ads  of  hodility  by  his  ene- 

mv,!i  His  merit  or  demerit  in  the 

</ 

principal  tranfaCtions  of  his  life  may 
be  yarioufly  eiti mated.  His  having 


flain  fo  many  citizens  in  cold  bloody 
and  without  any  form  of  law,  if  we 
imagine  them  to  have  heeninnocent* 
or  if  we  conceive  the  republic  to 
have  been  in  a  date  to  allow  thenl  a 
trial,  mud  be  conddered  as  mon- 
drous  or  criminal  in  the  highed  de¬ 
gree:  but  if  none  of  thefe  fuppdfi- 
tions  werfe  juft,  ii  they  were  guilty 
of  the  greated  crimes,  and  were 
themfeives  the  authors  of  that  laW- 
lefs  date  to  which' their  country  was 
reduced,  his  having  faved  the  re¬ 
public  from  the  hands  of  fucli 
ruffians,  and  purged  it  of  the  vileft 
dreg  that  ever  threatened  to  poilofi 
a  free  date,  may  be  conddered  as 
meritorious.  To  fatisfy  iumfejf, 
who  was  neither  felicitous  of  praife 
nor  dreaded  cenfure,  the  droiicr  im- 
pulfe  of  his  own  mind,  guided  by 
indignation  and  the  fenfc  of  trees 
lity,  was  probably  diffident,” 


EAT  H  and  CHARACTER  of  CAT 


[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  fame  Work,] 


**  A  T  Utica  were  affembled, 
jr\  from  every  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  all  who  were  obnoxious  to 
Csefar,  or  who,  from  a  zeal  for 
the  republic,  had  refiifed  to  fubmit 
to  his  power.  On  the  third  day 
after  the  battle,  towards  night,  a 
perfon  who  had  efcaped  from  the 
field  of  battle  coming  to  Utica,  this 
unhappy  convention  of  citizens 
was  ftruck  with  the  greated  alarm. 
Under  the  effeds  of.  their  conder- 
nation,  they  met  in  the  dreetsj 
ran  to  the  gates,,  and  again  return- 
fed  to  their  habitations.  They  crowd¬ 
ed  together  iii  the  public  places, 
and  Separated  by  turns,  and  paffed 
the  night  in  extreme  confufion. 

C^to  reprefented  to  thenl*  that  the 


accounts  they  received  might  be  er* 
aggerated,  and  endeavoured  to  com- 
pofe  their  fears.  As  loon  as  it  was 
day  he  called  them  together,  and 
laid  before  them  the  date  of  the 
place,  of  the  works,  military  ftores* 
provifions^  arms,  and  number  df 
nien ;  and  having  commended  the 
zeal,  which  they  had  hitherto  ffidwil 
in  defence  of  the  republic,  exhorted 
them  now  to  make  the  proper  ufe  of 
the  means  they  dill  had  of  defending 
themfeives,  or  at  lead  of  making 
their  peace  ifi  a  body :  declared* 
that  if  they  were  inclined  to  fubitiit 
to  the  vidor,  he  fllould  impute  their 
eondud  to  neceffity;  but  if  they 
were  determined  to  redd,  he  ffiouki 
referye  his  fword  for  the  lad  date  of 
4  3 
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the  republic,  and  fhare  with  them 
in  the  confequences  of  a  refolution, 
which  he  fhould  love  and  admire. 
He  contended,  that  they  were  now 
to  confider  themfelves  as  affembled, 
not  in  Utica,  but  Rome;  “  That 
the  force  of  the  republic  was  yet 
great,  and  might  flill,  as  on  former 
©ccafions,  rife  again  from  its  ruins; 
that  the  forces  of  Ctefar  mull  flill 
be  diflraded  or  feparate,  to  make 
bead  againfl  enemies  who  were  ap¬ 
pearing  in  different  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  that  in  Spain  his  own  army 
bad  deferted  from  him,  and  the 
whole  province  had  declared  for  the 
fons  of  Pompey;  that  Rome,  the 
bead  of  the  commonwealth,  was  yet 
ered,  and  would  not  bend  under 
the  yoke  of  a  tyrant;  that  his  ene¬ 
mies  were  multiplying  while  he 
feemed  to  deflroy  them ;  that  his 
own  example  fhould  inftrud  them ; 
or  rather,  that  the  courage  which 
he  exerted  in  the  paths  of  guilt  and 
of  infamy,  fhould  animate  thofe 
who  were  about,  either  to  die  with 
honour,  or  tofecurefor  their  coun¬ 
try  bleffings  in  which  they  them- 
jfelves  were  to  fhare.”  At  this  af- 
fembly  a  refolution  was  accordingly 
taken  to  defend  the  city  of  Utica, 
and  numbers  of  flaves,  who  were  fet 
free  by  their  mailers  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  were  armed  and  inrolled.  But 
it  foon  appeared,  that  the  affembly 
confided  of  perfons  unable  to  perfiff 
in  this  refolution,  and  who  were 
preparing  feparately  to  merit  the 
favour  of  the  conqueror  by  an  entire 
and  early  fubmiffion.  They  foon 
made  a  general  profeffion  of  this  de- 
fign,  expreffed  their  veneration  of 
Cato  ;  but  confeffed,  that  they  were 
siot  qualified  to  ad  with  him  in  fo 
arduous  a  fcene  ;  allured  him,  that 
if  they  were  permitted  to  fend  a  mef- 
fage  to  Caefar,  the  firft  objed  of  it 
fhould  be  to  intercede  for  his  fafety ; 
and  that,,  if  they  could  not  obtain 


it,  they  fhould  accept  of  no  quarter 
for  themfelves.  Cato  no  longer  op- 
pofed  their  intentions  ;  but  faid, 
that  he  himfelf  mull  not  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  their  treaty ;  that  he  knew  not 
of  any  right  Cselar  had  to  difpofe  of 
his  perfon ;  that  what  had  hitherto 
happened  in  the  war  only  ferved  to 
co nvid  Caffar  ofdefigns  which  were 
often  imputed  to  him,  and  which 
he  always  denied.  He  will  now,  at 
leafl,  own,  he  faid,  that  his  op¬ 
ponents  had  reafon  for  all  the  fuf- 
picions  they  fuggefled  againfl  him. 

“  While  matters  were  in  this 
flate,  a  party  of  Scipio’s  horfe, 
which  had  efcaped  from  the  field  of 
battle,  appeared  at  the  gates  of  the 
'town,  and  were  with  difficulty,  by 
Cato’s  intreaties,  hindered  from  put¬ 
ting  every  Roman,  who  offered  to 
fubmit  to  Caefar,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  place,  to  the  {word. 
Being  diverted  from  this  ad  of  vio¬ 
lence,  and  furnifhed  with  fome  money 
for  their  immediate  fubfiflence,  they 
continued  their  retreat.  Moll  of  the 
fenators  who  were  prefent,  took 
fhipping,  and  efcaped.  Lucius  Cae- 
far  undertook  to  carry  to  his  kinf- 
man  a  petition  from  fuch  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  citizens  as  remained  ;  and  laid 
to  Cato,  at  parting,  that  he  would 
gladly  fall  at  the  vidor’s  feet  to 
make  his  peace.  To  which  Cato 
anfwered,  u  If  I  were  difpofed  to 
make  my  peace  with  Csefar,  I  fhould 
repair  to  him  in  perfon  ;  hut  Thave 
done  him  no  wrong,  I  am  not  an 
objed  of  his  pardon,  and  (hall  not 
requefl  what  it  were  infolence  in 
him  to  offer  me  as  a  favour.”  He, 
however,  on  this  occafion,  obferved 
to  his  own  fon,  that  it  would  not 
become  him  to  leave  his  father. 
“At  a  fit  time,  he  faid,  you  wilt 
put  yourfelf  on  the  vidor’s  mercy, 
but  do  not  take  part  in  public  af¬ 
fairs  ;  the  times  do  not  afford  a  fla- 
tion  in  which  it  would  be  proper  for 
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you  to  act.’*  <f  And  why,  faid  the 
young  man,  will  you  not  take  the 
benefit  of  the  vidtoffs  clemency  for 
yourfelf,  as  well  as  for  me  ?”  6i  1 
was  born  to  freedom,  he  faid j  and 
cannot,  in  my  old  age,  be  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  fervitude.  For  you  thefe 
times  were  deftined  ;  and  it  may  be- 
come  you  to  lubmit  to  your  fatei” 
Having  palled  the  day  in  aiding  his 
friends  to  procure  the  means  of  their 
efcape,  he  went  to  the  bath,  and 
flipped  as  ufual,  without  any  marks 
of  dejection  or  affectation  of  eafe ; 
and  being  retired  to  his  chamber, 
after  fome  time  which  he  employed 
in  reading,  he  killed  himfelf.  His 
attendants,  upon  hearing  a  noife 
which  alarmed  them,  burft  open  the 
door,  and  would  have  dreffed  the 
Wound,  but  he  tore  it  up  with  his 
hand,  and  expired  in  making  this 
effort.  Every  one,  through  the 
day,  had  been  anxious  to  know  what 
was  the  defign  which  Cato  covered 
under  the  appearance  of  fo  much  con¬ 
cern  for  others,  and  of  fo  little  care 
for  himfelf.  On  the  firft  report  of 
his  death,  multitudes  crowded  to 
the  door  of  his  quarters,  and  gave 
the  moll:  unfeigned  demonftrations  of 
dejedtion  and  furrow.  The  colony 
of  litica,  though  originally  hoftile 
to  his  caufe,  and  fiill  in  the  intereft 
of  Caefar,  ordered  a  public  funeral, 
and  eredfed  his  ftatue  in  the  place  of 
interment. 


u  Cato  died  in  the  vigour  of  life, 
under  fifty  :  he  was  naturally  warn! 
and  affedfionate  in  his  temper  ;  com- 
prehenfive,  impartial,  and  ftrongly 
poffeffed  with  the  love  of  mankind,. 
But,  in  his  condudf,  probably  be¬ 
came  independent  of  paffion  of  any 
fort,  and  chofe  what  was  juft  oil  its 
own  account.  He  profeffed  to  be¬ 
lieve,  with  the  fedf  whofe  tenets  he 
embraced,  that  it  might  or  might 
riot,  in  particular  circumfiances,  bs 
expedient  for  a  rrian  to  preferve  or 
lay  down  his  life;  but  that,  while 
he  kept  it,  the  only  good  or  evil 
competent  to  him  confided  in  the 
part  which  he  took,  as  a  friend  of 
an  enemy  to  mankind.  He  had 
long  forefeen  the  dangers  to  which, 
the  republic  was  expofed,  arid  de¬ 
termined  to  live  only  while  he  could 
counteradf  the  defigns  that  were 
formed  againft  it.  The  leader  of 
the  fuccefsful  party  thought  pros 
per  to  apologize  for  himfelf,  by 
decrying  the  virtues  of  Cato  ; 
but  the  bulk  of  mankind,  in  hi 3 
own  and  fubfequent  ageS|  were 
equally  pleafed  to  extol  them  $ 
and  he  is  a  rare  example  oft  me¬ 
rit,  which  received  its  praife  even 
amidft  the  adulation  that  was  paid 
to  his  enemies ;  and  was  thought* 
by  the  impartial,  equally  above 
the  reach  of  commendation  or  een- 
fureft? 


C  FI  A  R  A  C  T  E  Pv  of  AUGUSTUS* 

[From  the  Third  Volume  df  the  faid  Work.] 

«e  civil  wars  for  fome  time  ceived  tins  bias,  was  probably  its 

retarded  the  progrefs  of  his  patronage  of  the  learned,  more 
letters  5  but  when  brought  to  an  led  by  inclination,  and  lefs  by  merer 
end,  left  the  public  in  poffeffion  of  policy,  than  he  was  in  other  parts 
the  bias  it  had  received »  Qdtavius  of  the  condudf  with  which  he  gain- 
himfelf  having*  in  his  yduth,>  re*  ed  the  favourable  opinion  of  thd 
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World*  He  loved  correftnefs  and 
accuracy  in  all  his  compofitions,  and 
me*er  delivered  his  mind  on  any  fe- 
rious  matter,  even  in  his  own  fa¬ 
mily,  without  memorials  or  written 
notes. 

44  Although  the  effects  of  this 
feign,  therefore,  in  many  of  the 
particulars  we  have  mentioned,  were 
the  fequel  of  mere  peace,  and  of 
the  refpite  which  the  world  began  to 
enjoy  from  the  diforders  with  which 
it  had  been  lately  afflicted,  much 
likewife  may  be  afcribed  to  the  per- 
fonal  character  of  the  prince.  A  f- 
ter  the  fecure  ettablifhment  of  his 
power,  his  government  began  to  be 
dittinguilhea  by  appearances  of  mo¬ 
deration  and  juftice,  fupported  in 
this  part  of  his  life  with  a  regular 
and  ordinary  tenor,  which  does  not 
warrant  any  doubt  of  his  fincerity, 
or  any  fufpicion  of  an  intention  to 
impofe  upon  the  world,  fome  pur¬ 
pose  different  from  that,  which  he 
j>rofeffed  to  have  in  view. 

“  In  his  character  of  legiflator, 
he  generally  fubmitted  his  intended 
a&s  to  public  infpedtion,  encouraged 
perfons  of  every  defcription  to  offer 
amendments,  and  fometimes  adopt¬ 
ed  thofe  which  were  offered  to  him. 
In  the  exercife  of  the  executive 
powef,  he  took  the  affiftance  of  a 
chofen  council,  with  whom  he  de¬ 
liberated  on  the  ordinary  meafures 
of  hate.  In  accepting  of  the  ho¬ 
nours  which  were  offered  to  him,  he 
checked  inftances  of  extreme  fervi- 
lity,  and  acquitted  himfelf  with 
great  liberality  or  moderation  in  the 
ule  of  the  powers,  which  the  flat¬ 
tery  of  dying  perfons  frequently 
gave  him  over  their  families  and 
eftates.  He  became  the  guardian, 
rather  than  the  coheir,  of  the  or¬ 
phans,  with  whom  he  was  joined  in 
the  fathers  will.  Some  he  put  in 
the  immediate  poffeflion  of  the  whole 
inheritance  j  ethers,  while  under 


age,  he  treated  as  his  wards,  and 
brought  up  with  every  advantage  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  fortunes, 
which  they  often  received  with  con- 
fiderable  additions,  made  either  by 
his  care  or  by  his  bounty. 

4 4  But  what  is  of  all  other  cir- 
cumftances  mod;  peculiarly  charac- 
teriftic  of  this  reign,  was  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  addrefs  with  which  the 
emperor  repreifed  the  licence  of  the 
military,  to  whom  he  owed  his  own 
elevation  ;  the  artful  policy  by 
which  he  affected  to  reffore  fome 
fragments  of  the  civil  government 
that  he  himfelf  had  broken  down  ; 
and  the  caution  with  which  he  re¬ 
tained  the  character  and  profeffion 
of  a  civil  magittrate  and  of  a  citizen, 
while  he  governed  as  matter.  Join¬ 
ed  to  thefe,  we  may  reckon  the  able 
choice  which  he  made  of  officers  fit 
to  be  trufted  in  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  public  fervice ;  the 
conftancy  with  which  he  perfevered 
in  employing  them,  and  the  libera¬ 
lity  with  which  he  made  them  feel 
that  the  profperity  of  his  fortunes 
was  their  own.  While  he  gave  thefe 
indications  of  a  great  mind,  and 
poff'efled  thefe  powerful  fupports  of 
a  prosperous  life,  he  difpenfed  with 
much  of  the  flattery  that  is  paid  to 
princes,  and  in  converfation  encou¬ 
raged  the  manners  of  a  free  and 
equal  fociety. 

44  How  then  are  we  to  decide 
upon  his  character,  marked  by*  ap¬ 
pearances  of  perfidy,  cruelty,  and 
even  of  cowardice  in  fome  parts  of 
his  life,  diftinguifhed  by  modera¬ 
tion,  clemency,  and  fteadinefs  in 
other  parts  of  it  ?  Are  we  to  fup- 
pofe  what  the  emperor  Julian  inli- 
nuates,  that  Odtavius  received  in 
the  later  period  of  his  life  new 
lights,  was  become  a  new  man,  and 
that,  by  the  leifons  of  Zeno,  at 
an  earlier  period,  this  cameleon 
ipight  have  lixed  his  colour,  and 

been 
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been  from  die  firfl,  what  he  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  in  the  laft  llale  of  his  for¬ 
tunes,  a  real  friend  to  mankind  ? 
The  authority  of  J ulian,  no  doubt, 
Is  highly  refpeflable ;  but  if  a  per- 
fon  in  youth  carry  the  marks  of  a 
bad  difpofition,  and  deliberately 
commit  atrocious  addons  when  his 
interefl  required  them,  we  are  ftill 
warranted  to  queflion  the  iincerity 
of  his  converfion,  though,  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  ilate  of  his  interefl,  even 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  ihould 
change. 

u  Odavius  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  from  nature,  in  any  high 
degree,  thole  difpolitions  to  bene¬ 
volence  or  malice  which  are  the 
great  diflinguifhing  principles  of 
virtue  and  vice.  He  feems  to  have 
been  indifferent  to  mankind ;  but 
dehrous  of  coniideration  and  power, 
as  objects  of  interefl  to  himfelf. 
His  ruling  pailion  was  a  deiire  to 
reign.  In  his  way  to  this  end,  he 
committed  many  crimes;  but  hav¬ 
ing  once  effected  his  purpofe,  he 
had  no  other  criminal  difpolitions  to 
gratify  ;  or,  after  he  was  fovereign, 
handing  in  awe  of  a  free  fpirit 
which  he  durli  not  infult,  h.e,  either 
from  inclination  or  policy,  and 
probably  in  part  from  both,  pre¬ 
ferred,  as  it  is  furprifing  that  every 
one  elfe  does  not  prefer,  the  proper 

life  of  his  power  to  the  abufe  of 

* 

it. 

“  Upon  this  principle,  in  a  life 
fo  varied  as  that  of  Odiavius,  ap¬ 
pearances  of  cruelty  and  of  clemen¬ 
cy,  of  caution  and  of  enterprife,  of 
violence  and  of  moderation,  may 
have  equally  found  a  place  in  the 
courfe  of  his  addons.  And  in  his 
perfon,  we  may  read  the  fame  cha¬ 
racter  of  ambitious  defign,  when  he 


affedted  to  join  the  fenate  in  reftof- 
ing  the  republic,  or  when  he  figned 
a  warrant  for  the  murder  of  thofe 
who  were  inclined  to  fupport  that 
form  of  government  ;  when  he 
courted  the  protedlion  of  Cicero  a- 
gainfl  Antony,  or  when  he  facri- 
ticed  the  life  of  Cicero  to  the  refent- 
ments  of  his  enemy  ;  when  he  made 
or  broke  off  his  treaties  of  marriage* 
and  fought  for  aids  to  his  ambition* 
even  in  the  choice  of  his  licentious 
amours;  when  he  pardoned,  and 
when  he  executed  thofe  who  were 
detedted  in  deligns  again!!  his  owa 
life. 


u  If  we  ilate  ourfelves  therefore 
as  judges  on  the  folemn  appeal 
which  Auguflus  on  his  death- bed 
made  to  the  fenfe  of  the  world,  it  Is 
probable,  that  as  he  was  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  able  to  redeem,  in  the  adminl- 
flration  of  his  fovereignty,  the  enor¬ 
mities  which  he  had  committed  in 
obtaining  it,  we  ihall  not  bellow 
upon  him  neither  the  epithets  of 
reproach  and  of  infamy,  which  he 
appears  to  have  defer ved  in  the  ear¬ 
ly  period  of  his  life,  nor  thole  terms 
of  encomium  and  praife,  which  he 
feems  to  have  merited  in  the  longer 
and  more  elevated  parts  of  his  reign.. 
Neither  the  friend  nor  the  enemy 
of  mankind,  he  was,  by  his  perfonai 
and  interefled  ambition,  the  caufe 
of  harm  and  of  good  ;  but  upon  the 
whole,  if  the  hillory  of  theeilablifh- 
ment  made  by  him  were  to  termi¬ 
nate  with  his  own  life ;  if  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  his  reign  be  compared 
with  the  troubles  of  the  preceding 
period ;  it  will  furnifh,  to  thofe  who 
contend  for  the  preference  of  def- 
potical  government,  an  occafion  of 
triumph.’5 
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{From  Mr.  Spencer’s  Life  of  Henry  Chichele,  Archbifnop  of  Can¬ 
terbury.] 


**  ^ave  now  feen  Chichele 

V  V  in  the  feveral  fituations  in 
which  a  long  and  adlive  life  placed 
him.  It  is  from  his  conduct  in  thefe 
that  we  are  to  colled!  his  charadler. 
Of  the  early  part  of  his  life  we  know 
little  more,  than  that  his  acquire¬ 
ments  in  it  are  indifputable  proofs 
of  his  not  having  palled  it  unpro- 
fitably. 

“  As  he  grew  into  public  notice 
by  flow  and  gradual  advances,  his 
talents  had  time  to  acquire  their  full 
Hrength  and  maturity  before  they 
were  brought  into  ufe  :  and  it  is  to 
this  circumdance  probably  that  he 
owes  the  uninterrupted  courfe  of 
his  fuccefs  in  the  management  of 
repeated  negotiations.  As  he  was 
able  to  acquit  himfelf  in  thefe  im¬ 
portant  commiffions  with  the  favour 
of  his  fovereign,  and  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  bis  country,  we  may  infer, 
that  he  pofiefied,  beiides  extenlive 
erudition,  clear  difcernment,  ferti¬ 
lity  of  refources,  folid  judgment, 
and  cool  perfeverance,  recommend¬ 
ed  by  general  urbanity  and  polite- 
nefs  of  manners.  If  we  view  him 
in  the  difcharge  of  his  ecclefiaftical 
office,  we  lhall  find  him  to  have 
been  a  man  of  undiflfembled  piety, 
and  who  bore  a  fincere  affedfion  to 
the  church.  If  his  religion  was 
tindfured  with  the  fuperfiition  of  the 
times  in  which  he  lived,  .we  fhould 
recoiled!,  that  in  palling  judgment 


on  the  charadlers  of  men,  we  ought 
to  try  them  by  the  maxims  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  their  own  age. 

“  Fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth 
of  thofe  dodtrines  which  the  catho¬ 
lic  church  profelfed,  he  maintained 
them  with  confcientious  2eal.  He 
knew  the  danger  of  innovation,  and 
was  vigilant  to  reprefs  it ;  but  he 
does  not  at  any  time  appear  to  have 
been  adluated  by  the  fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution. 

‘4  Though  warmly  attached  to  the 
authority  of  the  fee  of  Rome  in  fpi- 
ritual  matters,  and  even  to  it,s  exer- 
cife  ol  civil  rights  founded  on  an¬ 
cient  ufage,  he  Hill  flrenuoufly  fup* 
ported  the  liberties  of  the  Engliffi 
church,  and  never  forgot  the  refpedt 
due  to  the  laws  and  confiitution  of 
his  country.  Thus  the  dodlrines 
and  the  privileges  of  the  church 
were  guarded  by  him  with  fcrupul- 
ous  fidelity  ;  and,  in  whatever  light 
we  fee  his  religion,  there  will  fcarce- 
ly  be  two  opinions  concerning  hi 
integrity. 

Of  his  benefadlions  a  particu¬ 
lar  account  has  been  already  given  ; 
and  it  in  fumming  up  his  charadler, 
to  excellent  natural  abilities,  liberal 
accomplifliments,  and  firid!  piety 
and  integrity,  we  add  a  charitable 
and  benevolent  heart,  we  final!  not 
be  guilty  of  exceffive  or  blind  par¬ 
tiality  to  his  memory.- ,y 
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CHARACTER  of  the  Duke  of  O  5  S  U  N  A. 

f 

[From  the  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  the  Third  King  of  Spain, 
by  Dr.  Watson,  and  Dr.  Thompson.] 


€i  Pedro  Giron,  knight  of 

the  Golden  Fleece,  and  a 
grandee  of  the  fir  ft  clafs  of  Spain, 
inherited  from  a  long  line  of  ancef- 
tors  the  pride  of  noble  birth,  and 
the  command  of  a  princely  fortune  : 
circum fiances  which  are  fometimes 
indeed  found  in  coniundion  with 
meannefs  of  fentiment,  but  which 
foftered  that  natural  fublimity  of 
imagination  that  carried  Oftuna  to 
purfue  grand  defig  ns  by  extraordi¬ 
nary  means.  His  temper  was  un¬ 
commonly  fervent,  and  his  fancy 
lively  even  to  extravagance.  Hence, 
though  his  underftanding  was  quick 
and  penetrating,  his  conduct  was 
neither  regulated  by  the  common 
maxims  of  policy  and  prudence, 
nor  his  demeanour,  in  the  inter- 
courfes  of  life,  by  the  rules  of  pro¬ 
priety  and  decorum.  In  the  pre- 
fence  of  hk  fovereign,  he  would 
talk  with  a  gaiety  and  boldnefs  un® 
known  in  the  courts  of  kings,  and 
which  appeared  to  the  fage  gravity 
of  his  compatriots  to  border  upon 
madnefs.  But  his  converfation  in 


all  companies,  and  on  all  oeca- 
lions,  was  adorned  with  a  brilliancy 
of  wit,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  molt 
men,  would  more  than  compenfate 
many  levities  and  indifcretions.  This 
duke  is  juftly  cenfured  by  grave 
hiftorians  for  his  gallantries,  which, 
were 'not  veiled  or  palliated  by  deli¬ 
cacy  of  lentiment;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  fenfual,  open,  and  licentious* 
Yet  that  grofter  fpecies  of  love  was 
attended  with  this  advantage,  that 
it  left  his  mind  free  and  aifengaged, 
and  did  not  interfere  in  any  refped 
with  his  projeds  of  ambition.  He 
had  ferved  in  the  army  in  the  war 
with  the  United  Provinces,  in  &■ 
high  rank,  and  with  great  glory : 
and  his  merit,  as  a  foldier,  was  ei¬ 
ther  the  caufe,  or  as  ofcener  hap¬ 
pens  in  courts,  the  pretext  for  his 
preferment  to  the  important  itation 
of  viceroy  of  Naples.  In  this  fta- 
tion  he  amazed  the  world  with  the 
fingularity  of  his  charader,  and 
difturbed  its  repofe  by  the  boldnefs 
of  his  ambition. 


DEATH  and  CHARACTER  of  PHILIP  the  THIRD  King  of 

Spain. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


TN  the  month  of  February  the 
Jk  king's  illnefs  returned  in  all 
its  malignity.  Soon  after  his  return 
from  the  chapel  he  was  taken  with  a 
fever,  which  continued  with  vari¬ 
ous  intermiffions  about  the  fpace  of 
a  month..  During  all  this  time  his 
CpirLts  were  depreiled  with  the  deep- 


eft  melancholy,  and  he  per  fevered, 
notwithftanding  fome  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  phyficians,  in  ex¬ 
prefling  his  full  afilirance  that  he 
Ihould  die.  He  deflred  that  the 
image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  of  An- 
tiochia  Ihould  be  carried  about, 
which  was  performed  on  Sunday  the 

twenty- 
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twenty  eighth,  in  a  folemn  procef- 
lion,  at  which  the  counfelldrs  of 
Spain  and  many  of  the  other  nobles 
a.ffifted,  In  the  evening  of  that  day 
commandment  was  given  to  all  the 
churches  of  Madrid  to  place  the  bleff- 
ed  facrament  upon  the  altars.  On 
Monday,  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  the  king  grew  worfe  than 
ever.  He  had  before  been  ieized 
at  different  times  with  a  violent  vo¬ 
miting  and  a  diarrhoea.  Blifters 
now  appeared  on  his  limbs  and  other 
parts  of  his  body  ;  and  the  phyfi- 
cians  feeling  his  pulfe,  faid  unani- 
moufly,  44  That  they  undoubtedly 
afiented  to  the  king  in  the  opinion 
fee  entertained  of  his  infirmity.” 
He  then,  in  the  prefence  of  his  con- 
ieflbr,  with  other  divines,  the  gran¬ 
dees  of  Spain,  the  prefidents  of  the 
different  councils,  and  the  firfl  lohdof 
his  bed-chamber,  authorifed  the  pre- 
iident  of  Caftileto  affix  in  his  name^ 
for  his  hand  fhook  greatly,  the  royal 
fignature  to  a  codicil  he  dictated  in 
addition  to  his  teftament,  which  he 
had  already  made  at  Gala  Rubios. 
This  being  done,  he  gave  orders 
that  other  prefents,  befides  thofe  he 
had  already  appointed,  fhould  be 
given  to  his  confeffor,  and  to  his  fer- 
vants.  After  this,  his  phyficians 
perfuaded  him  to  take  ibme  food  ; 
they  alfo  advifed  him  to  compote 
himfelf  for  fleep  ;  but  he  aniwered, 
44  On  fo  long  a  journey,  and  in  fo 
fhort  a  time  for  performing  it,  I 
mull  not  reft.”  He  now  defired, 
as  the  laft  adtion  of  his  life,  to  fee, 
to  addrefs,  and  to  blefs  his  children. 
He  told  the  prince  that  he  had  fent 
Ibr  him  that  he  might  behold  the 
vanity  of  crowns  and  tiaras,  and 
learn  to  prepare  for  eternity.  To 
the  child  Don  Carlos  he  fpoke  long 
and  in  a  low  tone  of  voice.  He 
then  faid  aloud  to  the  prince,  44  I 
recommend  the  child  to  your  pro¬ 
tection.  It  grieves  me  that  I  ffiouW 


leave  him  unprovided ;  but  I  hopd 
that  I  leave  him  in  the  hands  bf, 
a  good  and  affedfionate  brother.” 
Then  appeared  the  infanta  Maria, 
and  the  infant  cardinal.  At  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  infanta  he  burft  into 
tears,  and  faid,  44  Maria,  I  am  full 
forry  that  I  mull  die  before  I  have 
married  thee;  but  this  thy  brother 
will  take  care  of  thee  s”  and  turn¬ 
ing  about  he  faid.  44  Prince  do  not 

r>  * 

forfake  her  till  you  have  made  her 
an  emprefs.”  He  then  fpoke  to  the 
cardinal  infant,  whom  he  had  ap¬ 
pointed,  when  he  fhould  be  of  a  nt 
age,  to  be  archbifhop  of  Toledo; 
lie  fhould  be  much  grieved,  hefaid^ 
if  he  thought  that  he  would  not  un¬ 
dertake,  and  faithfully  difeharge  the 
duties  of  that  facred  office.  He  alfo 
fent  for  the  princefs  of  Spain;  but 
(he  fainted  away  as  foon  as  fhe  en¬ 
tered  the  king’s  bed-chamber,  and 
was  condudkd  back  to  her  own  a- 
partment.  It  was  not  thought  pro¬ 
per  that  flie  fhould  make  a  fecond 
effort  to  fee  the  dying  king*,  as  (lie 
was  now  in  the  fourth  month  of  her 
pregnancy.  When  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  princefs  was  repotted  to' 
the  king,  he  wras  melted  into  com- 
paffion,  and  greatly  affedted  at  fo 
linking  an  inftance  of  fenfibiiity  and 
filial  love.  He  profeffed  a  firm  be¬ 
lief  that  the  princefs  loved  him  as 
well  as  any  of  his  own  children; 
She  would  lole  a  good  father,  he 
added,  and  that  he  had  always  lot; 
ed  her  tenderly.  Afterwards,  giv¬ 
ing  them  all  his  blefiing,  he  dif- 
miffed  them  with  many  prayers  for 
their  happinefs,  both  here  and  here¬ 
after.  The  bleffed  faeraftient  was 
adminiftered  to  him  abofft  mid¬ 
night.  He  received  the  extreme 
undtion  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  During  the  whole  time  of  his 
illnefs  he  made  a  con  ft  ant  confeftion 
of  his  fins,  and  implored  divine 
mercy.  He  confeffed  to  all  around 
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]iim  that  he  had  been  often  guilty  of 
ftiflimulation  in  matters  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  he  regretted  his  fupine  indo¬ 
lence,  and  blamed  hirnfelf  greatly 
for  having  devolved  the  cares  of  the 
Hate  on  his  minifters;  and  when  he 
reftedled  that  he  had  not  in  all  rhings 
made  the  will  of  God  the  rule  of  his 
government,  he  trembled,  crying 
out  at  different  times,  “  Oh  !  if  it 
fhould  pleafe  heaven  to  prolong  my 
life,  how  different  fhould  my  future 
be  from  my  paft  conduct  !”  Butin 
the  midif  of  his  troubled  thoughts 
he  found  confolation  in  the  mercies 
of  God ;  and  embracing  a  crucifix,  he- 
expreffed  his  hope,  that  the  Redeem¬ 
er  of  the  world  would  not  leave  his 
foul  in  hell,  but  that,  after  many  ages 
of  painful  purification,  he  would  re¬ 
ceive  him  at  laft  into  the  manfions  of 
the  bleffed,  At  devotion  fo  affedling 
the  fpe&ators  burft  into  tears ;  and 
at  that  inifant  father  Jerome  of  Flo¬ 
rence  came  up  to  the  bed  on  which 
the  king  lay.  The  father,  unwill¬ 
ing  to  bruife  a  broken  reed,  held  up 
to  the  view  of  the  pious  monarch 


the  confolations  of  religion,  and  ex* 
patiated  on  the  exemplary  purity  of 
his  life,  and  that  zeal  wnich  had  ap¬ 
peared  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
reign  for  the  Roman  catholic  reli¬ 
gion.  The  alternate  tumults  of  hope 
and  fear  that  had  fo  long  agitated 
the  mind  of  the  king,  at  laft  fub- 
fided  into  a  gentle  calm,  and  he 
died  in  all  the  tranquillity  of  faith, 
on  the  laft  dav  of  March,  in  the 
forty-  third  year  of  his  life,  and  the 
twenty-third  of  his  reign. 

u  The  pliant,  mild,  and  reli¬ 
gious  difpofition  of  this  prince  would 
have  well  entitled  him  to  the  praife 
of  pious  and  good,  if  the  natural 
benevolence  of  his  temper  had  not 
been  controlled,  in  many  important 
inftances,  by  the  bigotry,  and  his 
piety  deeply  tineftured  with  the  fol¬ 
lies  of  fuperftition.  His  amiable 
and  inoffenfive  manners  would  have 
adorned  a  private  ftation ;  but  he 
was  averfe  to  the  trouble,  and  defti- 
tute  of  the  talents  for  governing  a 
great  kingdom. ” 


CHARACTER  of  KING  CHARLES  the  SECOND. 

[From  the  Eighth  Volume  of  Mrs.  Macaulay  Graham’s  Hiftory  of 

England.] 


a  rpHE  drawing  the  characters 
|  of  thofe  unfortunate  indivi¬ 
duals  whofe  condudt  is  the  proper  ob¬ 
ject  of  fatire  rather  than  of  panegyric, 
is  the  moft  invidious  and  the  moft 
diftrefsful  part  of  hiftoric  competi¬ 
tion  ;  beeaufe  defcrjptions  fufficient- 
Iv  animated  to  point  out  the  oppo¬ 
site  nature  and  confequences  of  vice 
and  virtue  to  the  vulgar,  are  con¬ 
trary  to  the  judgments  and  feelings 
of  phiiofophy,  which  regards  with 
90  eye  of  compaflion  that  infatuation 
of  mind  which  leads  men  to  prefer 


the  difgrace  and  mifery  confequent 
to  the  one,  to  the  tranquillity,  hap- 
pinefs,  and  true  honour  which  muff 
necefiarily  attend  the  other ;  and 
beeaufe  it  is  an  undoubted  fa6t,  that 
it  is  education  and  circumftances 
which  alone  form  the  man,  and 
Vvliich  alone  preferve  the  innocence 
of  the  weak,  and  give  the  luftre  of 
virtue  to  the  fplendid  qualities  of 
genius  and  underftanding.  It  is  an 
obfervation  among  the  vulgar,  when 
they  wifh  to  exprefs  a  high  degree 
of  acrimony  againit  an  unfortunate 

fmners 
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finner,  that  the  wretch  had  a  fuffi- 
cient  underftanding  to  have  aded 
better ;  but  the  hiftory  of  human 
mifery  very  fatally  ftews,  that  a 
quick  and  enlightened  underftand- 
ing,  as  it  is  neceffarily  attended  with 
a  warm  imagination  and  ftrong  paf- 
iions,  if  not  guarded  by  a  good  edu¬ 
cation,  and  fupported  by  virtuous 
habits,  will  always,  in  proportion  to 
the  ftrength  of  its  abilities,  deviate 
from  the  rule  of  right ;  becaufe  it 
will  naturally  purfue  with  more 
energy  the  objeds  of  miftaken  hap- 
pinefg.  It  is  under  the  lad;  of  thefe 
defer! ptions,  that  we  may  juftly  clafs 
Charles  the  Second,  on  whom  na¬ 
ture  had  bellowed  powers,  which,  if 
properly  exerted,  might  have  con- 
flituted  an  heroic  character ;  but 
which,  by  an  adverfe  fate,  enabled 
him  to  exceed  in  wickednefs  and 
folly  all  the  princes  who  had  ever 
fat  on  the  Englifh  throne. 

Among  thofe  favourable  inci¬ 
dents  which  affifted  to  complete  the 
good  fortune  of  the  popular  Eliza¬ 
beth,  the  adveriities  of  her  youth, 
and  the  maturity  of  her  age  when 
file  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Sovereign  power,  have  been  jullly 
confidered  as  the  mod  advantageous ; 
becaufe  by  the  inlight  it  gave  her 
into  the  human  charader,  it  enabled 
her  fo  artfully  to  adapt  a  fyftem  of 
felfifhnefs,  to  the  appearances  of 
magnanimity,  and  the  prejudices  of 
the  vulgar,  as  to  reconcile  a  very 
high  degree  of  injuft  ice  and  tyranny 
with  that  reputation  which,  in  the 
eye  of  reafon,  is  alone  due  to  the 
benefadors  of  mankind  :  but,  as  in 
the  current  of  human  affairs,  a  very 
trifling  difference,  even  in  minute 
circumftances,  is  attended  with  fuch 
important  confequences  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  entire  oppofition  of  effeds, 
fo  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  firft 
Charles,  and  the  adverlity  into 
which  it  neceffanly  threw  his  fon, 
o 


by  depriving  him  of  the  advantaged 
of  parental  care,  and  expofing  him, 
at  a  time  of  life  when  the  paffioua 
are  the  ltrong.eft,  and  the  judgment 
the  weakeff,  to  the  perfidious  licen- 
tioufnels  which  prevailed  in  the 
court  ol  France,  gave  fuch  a  flrength 
and  power  to  the  natural  bias  of  his 
difpofition,  as  totally  to  efface  every 
vellige  of  that  moral  feme  which 
helps  to  form  the  mixt  charader  of 
the  generality  of  mankind,  and  which 
is  feldom  entirely  loft,  even  by  the 
moft  flagitious.  If  with  the  jaun¬ 
diced  eye  of  prejudice  we  can  ex- 
cufe,  and  even  applaud  the  mean 
hypocrily  u(ed  by  Charles,  during 
his  abode  with  the  Scorch  Cove¬ 
nanters,  the  breach  of  his  oaths, 
and  the  barbarity  with  which  he 
afterwards  treated  this  people,  when 
exalted  to  a  kind  of  defpotic  power 
over  them,  with  the  perfections 
with  which  he  repaid  the  fervices  of 
the  Englifh  prefbyterians  ;  what  can 
even  the  voice  of  fadion  fay  to  the 
ingratitude  with  which  he  treated 
the  ancient  and  faithful  friends  of 
the  fortunes  of  his  family  ;  and  the 
difmiffing  all  thofe  with  ignominy 
who  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the 
prerogative  of  the  king  with  the 
lafety  of  the  nation  and  the  exift- 
ence  of  the  conftitution  ?  What  can 
the  voice  of  fadion  fay  to  the  pal¬ 
pable  negled  which  this  prince,  in 
feveral  inftances,  paid  to  his  fathers 
memory  ;  and,  in  particular,  in  the 
accepting  a  fum  of  money  for  the 
expence  of  his  funeral,  and  the 
pocketing  of  it  for  his  private  ufe? 
What  can  the  voice  of  fadion  fay  to 
the  treatment  of  their  avowed  and 
fteady  patron,  the  earl  of  Clarendon  ; 
what  to  the  king’s  behaviour  to  the 
duke  or  Ormond,  in  the  cafe  of 
Blood,  &c.  and  what  to  the  indiffer¬ 
ence  with  which  he  treated  the  me¬ 
mory  of  a  After,  whom  he  pretended 
to  love  with  the  higheft  tjegree  of 

affedion  ? 
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affection  ?  If  with  the  men  of  plea- 
fiure,  and  the  thoughtlefs  compa¬ 
nions  of  the  bottle,  we  view  with 
complacency,  and  even  with  ap- 
plaufe,  the  licentious  manners  of  a 
prince  infedted  with  the  vices  of 
every  country  which  had  yielded  an 
afylutn  to  his  wandering  fteps,  is  it 
poffible  not  to  refledf,  that  Charles 
was  totally  deficient  in  that  kind  of 
fympathy  and  indolent  good-nature 
which  often  accompany  the  effemi¬ 
nacy  of  a  luxurious  life  ;  and  that 
the  unjuff  fe verity,  and  even  cru¬ 
elty  with  which  he  treated  ^11  thofe 
whom  he  regarded  as  his  enemies, 
are  blemifhes  not  to  be  excufed. 
when  united  to  the  fevered  manners 
and  the  higheft  rectitude  of  prin¬ 
ciple. 

44  If  with  the  papifts,  we  applaud 
the  king  for  the  pious  defign  he  had 
entertained  of  reiforing  the  Britifh 
empire  to  the  church  of  Rome  ; 
what  can  we  fay  to  the  eafy  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  abandoned  this  de¬ 
fign,  and  the  whole  party,  to  their 
inveterate  enemies  ?  What  can  we 
fay  to  the  breach  of  the  promife  he 
had  made  to  this  body,  that  he 
would  declare  his  converfion,  and 
avow  his  patronage  after  the  receiv¬ 
ing  a  fum  of  money  for  this  pur- 
pofe  from  the  court  of  France  ?  And 
what  can  we  fay  to  the  mean  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  concealed  his  pre¬ 
dilection  to  popery  till  the  hour  of 
his  deceafe,  in  which  he  vainly 
hoped  to  fecure  a  fafe  paffage  to  the 
regions  of  eternal  blifs,  from  the 
merits  of  a  fubmiffion  extorted  by 
the  terrors  of  an  affrightened  con- 
fcience  ?  And  if  with  the  zealous- 
churchmen,  we  regard  him  as  the 
patron  of  the  reftored  privileges  of 
that  holy  body,  what  excufe  can  we 
make  for  the  deep  defigns  he  had 
entered  into,  of  facrificing  all  thofe 
facred  rights  to  the  ambition  of  pa- 


pills,  and  the  interefls  of  the  papal 
chair  ? 

“  In  the  duties  of  private  life,  we 
are  told  by  the  panegyrilis  of 
Charles,  that  his  condudl,  though 
not  free  from  exception,  was  in  the 
main  laudable  :  but  though  a  large 
rneafure  of  indulgence  is  to  be  given 
to  the  foibles,  the  infirmities,  and 

even  the  vices  of  every  man  or  wo- 

* 

man,  who  has  not  received  the  be¬ 
nefits  which  arife  from  a  perfect 
iorm  of  education,  yet  we  cannot 
pofiibly  trefpafs  fo  highly  on  our 
fenfe  of  propriety,  decency,  and  the 
ineftimable  virtues  of  fobriety,  as  to 
rank  that  facility  with  which  the 
king  became  the  conftant  dupe  of 
bis  amorous  inclinations  and  paf- 
fion  for  variety,  among  the  good 
qualities  of  a  rational  agent ;  nor 
can  we  agree  to  the  obfervation,  that 
Charles  was  a  civil  and  obliging  huf- 
.band,  merely  on  the  merit  of  his 
not  having  facrificed  an  innocent 
woman  to  the  venom  of  party  fpirit. 
On  the  contrary,  felting  afide  the 
advantages  of  affluence,  and  the 
fplendor  of  rank,  the  queen’s  fituation 
mull  be  confidered  as  equally  morti¬ 
fying  to  that  in  which  every  other 
female  is  involved,  whom  a  fevere 
fate  unites  in  the  indifioluble  bonds, 
of  matrimony  with  a  profligate  rake. 
On  the  fubjedt  of  the  king’s  con- 
ffancy  to  the  duke  of  York’s  inte- 
reff,  it  is  obfervable,  that  a  coldnefs 
and  mutual  jealou fy  prevailed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  brothers  till  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  firfl:  French  treaty;  a 
circumffance  which  rendered  all  fu¬ 
ture  diffenfion  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  both.  Bur¬ 
net  afierts,  that  Charles  both  hated 
and  feared  his  brother;  and  fir  John 
Rerefby,  who  has  mani felled  the 
higheft  degree  of  partiality  to  the 
condudt  of  the  king,  allows  that  it 
was  motives  of  policy  alone  which 

were 
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were  the  grounds  of  his  inflexible 
patronage  :  as  on  this  Angle  inftance 
therefore,  thus  circumftanced  and 
oppofed  by  the  whole  tenor  of 
Charles’s  public  and  private  con¬ 
duit,  it  is  impoflible  to  agree  with 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  that  this 
prince  was  even  inclined  to  juftice  ; 
or  with  the  reft  of  his  panegyrifts, 
to  found  on  the  merits  of  the  adt  of 
indemnity,  extorted  from  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  the  times,  a  propenfity  in 
his  difpofition  to  clemency  and  for- 
givenefs  ;  we  muft  conclude,  that 
the  harfh  pidture  drawn  of  Charles 
the  Second,  by  biftiop  Burnet,  is  a 
juft  likenefs,  viz.  that  he  had  enor¬ 
mous  vices  without  the  tindfure  of 
any  virtue  to  corredt  them  ;  that 
tinder  the  appearance  of  gentlenefs, 
he  concealed  a  cruel  and  unrelent¬ 
ing  heart ;  and  under  the  mafk  of 
iincerity,  the  higheft  degree  of  hy- 
pocrify  and  diftimulation  ;  that  he 


was  void  not  only  of  every  princely, 
but  every  manly  fentiment ;  that  he 
was  as  incapable  of  f'riendfhip  as  of 
integrity  ;  that  he  confidered  power 
and  the  truft  which  accompany  it, 
in  no  other  light,  than  as  the  means 
to  gratify  his  criminal  and  felfifh 
paftions ;  that  he  adfed  as  the  foe 
rather  than  the  protedfor  of  bis  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  that  it  was  iewdnefs,  in¬ 
dolence,  and  the  love  of  eafe,  which 
were  the  ftngle  correctors  to  that 
rage  for  abfolute  power  which  in- 
fedts  almoft  all  princes  ;  and  which, 
but  for  the  predominancy  of  lefs 
exalted  paftions,  Charles  would  have 
purfued  with  a  vigilance  equal  to 
the  importance  of  the  undertaking  ; 
and  which,  notwithftanding  the  un¬ 
conquerable  indolence  of  his  temper, 
the  depravity  of  the  times  had  in  a 
great  meafure  enabled  hiiii  to  ef* 
fedt.” 
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„  Hp  H  E  oppofition  of  James’s 
|  religious  principles  to  thofe 
of  his  fubjedfs ;  his  unpopular  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  court  of  France  ; 
but,  above  all,  the  permanent  efta- 
blifliment  of  a  rival  family  on  the 
throne  of  England,  has  formed  in 
his  disfavour  fuch  an  union  of  pre¬ 
judice  and  intereft  as  to  deftroy  in 
the  minds  of  pofterity  all  that  fym- 
pathy  which  on  limilar  occaftons, 
and  in  ftmilar  misfortunes,  has  fo 
wonderfully  operated  in  favour  of 
other  princes  ;  and  vvhilft  we  pay 
the  tribute  of  unavailing  tears  over 
the  memory  of  Charles  the  Firft  ; 
whilft,  with  the  church  of  England, 
we  venerate  him  as  a  martyr  to  the 
p^wer  and  office  of  prelates ;  whilft 
we  fee  with  regret,  that  he  was 


ftripped  of  his  dignity  and  life  at 
the  very  time  when  the  chaftening 
hand  of  affiidtion  had  in  a  great 
meafure  corredted  the  errors  of  a 
faulty  education  ;  the  irreftftibie 
power  of  truth  muft  oblige  us  to 
confefs  that  the  fame  adherence  to 
religious  principle  which  coft  the 
father  his  life,  deprived  the  fon  of 
his  dominions  5  that  the  enormous 
abufe  of  power  with  which  both  fo- 
vereigns  are  juftly  accufed,  owed 
their  origin  to  the  fame  fource,  the 
eiTors  ariling  from  a  bad  education, 
aggravated  and  extended  by  the  im¬ 
pious  flattery  of  deftgning  priefts  ; 
we  (hall  alfo  be  obliged  to  confefs 
that  the  parliament  itfelf,  by  a&  un¬ 
precedented  fervility,  helped  to  con¬ 
firm  James  in  the  exalted  idea  he 

had 
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had  entertained  of  the  royal  office, 
and  that  the  dodtrines  of  an  abfolute 
and  unconditional  fubmiflion  on  the 
part  of  fubjefts,  which,  in  the  reign 
.of  his  father,  was  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  confined  to  the  precepts  of  a 
Laud,  a  Sibthorpe,  and  aMainwa- 
ring,  were  now  taught  as  the  avow¬ 
ed  doctrines  ot  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  were  acknowleged  by  the  two 
univerfities,  and  implicitly  avowed 
by  the  large  majority  of  the  nation. 
So  great  indeed  was  the  change  in 
the  temper,  manners,  and  opinions 
of  the  people,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firft  to  the  commencement  of  the 
reign  of  his  lbn  James,  that  at  this 
fhameful  period,  the  people  gloried 
in  having  laid  all  their  privileges  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  execrated 
every  generous  principle  of  freedom, 
ss  arifing  from  a  fpirit  totally  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  peace  of  fociety, 
and  altogether  repugnant  to  the 
dodtrines  of  Chriflianity. 

44  This  was  the  fituation  of  affairs 
at  the  acceffion  of  the  unfortunate 
James;  and- had  he  been  equally 
unprincipled  as  his  brother  the  de- 
oeafed  king ;  had  he  profefied  him- 
felf  a  proteftant,  whilft  he  was  in 
his  heart  a  papifl ;  had  he  not  re¬ 
garded  it  as  his  duty  to  ufe  his  a- 
vowed  omnipotent  power  for  the  re- 
ftoring  to  feme  parts  of  its  ancient 
dignity  a  churcb  which  he  regarded 
as  the  only  true  church  of  Ch  rift;  or 
had  he,  inftead  of  attacking  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  of  the  prelacy,  fuffered  them 
to  ffiare  that  regal  defpotifm  which 
they  had  fixed  on  the  bafts  of  con¬ 
fidence,  the  rnoft  flagrant  abufes  of 
civil  power  would  never  have  been 
called  in  judgment  again  ft  him  ;  and 
parliaments  themfeives  would  have 
lent  their  confdtutional  authority  to 
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have  rivetted  the  chains  of  the  em¬ 
pire  in  a  manner  as  ffiouid  have  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  mo  ft  de- 
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termined  votaries  of  freedom  to  have 
re-eftabliffied  the  government  on  its 
ancient  foundation.  From  this  ir¬ 
remediable  evil  England  owes  its 
deliverance  alone  to  the  bigot  ted  fin- 
cerity  of  James ;  a  circum fiance 
which  ought,  in  feme  men  hire,  to 
conciliate  our  affections  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  fuffercr,  and  to  treat 
thofe  errors  with  lenity,  which  have 
led  to  the  enjoyment  of  privileges 
which  can  never  be  entirely  loft:,  but 
by  a  general  corruption  of  principle, 
and  depravity  of  manners. 

44  It  was  faid  by  the  witty  duke  of 
Buckingham,  that  44  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond  might  do  well  if  he  would,” 
and  that  44  James  would  do  well  if 
he  could:”  an  obl'ervation  which 
fays  little  for  the  underftanding  of 
James,  but  a  great  deal  for  his 
heart ;  and  with  all  the  blemifties 
with  which  his  public  charader  is 
ftained,  he  was  not  deficient  in  fe- 
veral  qualities  neceffary  to  compofe 
a  good  fovereign.  His  induftry  in 
buftnefs  was  exemplary,  he  was  fru¬ 
gal  of  the  public  money,  he  che- 
riftied  and  extended  the  maritime 
power  of  the  empire,  and  his  en¬ 
couragement  of  trade  was  attended 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that,  according 
to  the  obfervation  of  the  impartial 
hi  dorian  Ralph,  as  the  frugality  of 
his  adminiftration  helped  to  increafe 
the  number  of  malecontents,  fo  his 
extreme  attention  to  trade  was  not 
lefs  alarming  to  the  whole  bpdy  of 
the  Dutch  than  his  refolurion  not  to 
rufh  into  a  war  with  France  was 
mortifying  to  their  ftadtholder. 

44  Jn  domeilic  life,  the  chara&er  of 
James,  though  not  irreproachable, 
was  comparatively  good  :  it  is  true, 
he  was  in  a  great  meafure  tainted 
with  that  licentioufnefs  of  manners, 
which,  at  this  time,  pervaded  the 
whole  fociety,  and  which  reigned 
triumphant  within  the  circle  of  the 
court ;  but  he  was  never  carried  into 

any 
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any  exce{Tes/ which  trenched  deeply 
on  the  duties  of  focial  life  ;  and  if 
the  qualities  of  his  heart  were  only 
to  be  judged  by  his  conduct  in  the 
different  characters  of  hufband,  fa¬ 
ther,  matter,  and  friend,  he  might 
be  pronouned  a  man  of  a  very  ami¬ 
able  difpofition.  But  thole  who 
know  not  howto  forgive  injuries, 
and  can  never  pardon  the  errors,  the 
infirmities,  the  vices,  or  even  the 
virtues  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
when  in  any  refpebt  they  affedt  per- 
fonal  intereft  or  inclination,  will  arm 
againft  them  the  fenfibility  of  every 
humane  mind,  and  can  never  expebt 
from  others  that  juftice  and  commi- 
feration  which  themfelves  have  ne¬ 
ver  exercifed.  But  whilft  we  ex¬ 
ecrate  that  rancorous  cruelty  with 
which  James,  in  the  fhort  hour  of 
triumph,  perfecuted  all  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  thwart  his  ambitious 
hopes,  it  is  but  juftice  to  obferve, 
that  the  rank  vices  of  pride,  malice, 
and  revenge,  which  fo  deeply  black¬ 
en  his  conduct,  whilft  he  figured  in 
the  ftation  of  prefum  ptive  heir  to 
the  crown,  and  afterwards  in  the 
character  of  fovereign  on  the  fuc- 
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cefsful  quelling  the  Monmouth  re¬ 
bellion,  were  thoroughly  corredted 
by  the  chaftening  hand  of  affliction; 
that  the  whole  period  of  his  life, 
from  his  return  from  Ireland  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  was  fpent  in  the 
exercife  of  the  iirft  Chriftian  virtues, 
viz.  patience,  fortitude,  humility, 
and  refignation.  Bretlonneau,  his 
biographer,  records,  that  he  always 
ipoke  with  an  extreme  moderation 
of  the  individuals  who  had  added 
the  moft  fuccefsfulfy  in  his  disfa¬ 
vour  ;  that  he  reproved  thofe  who 
mentioned  their  con'd  udd  with  fe- 
verlty  ;  that  he  read,  even  with  a 
Stoical  apathy,  the  bittereft  writings 
which  were  published  againft  him  ; 
that  he  regarded  the  lofs  of  empire 
as  a  neceftary  correction  for  the  mif- 


demeanors  of  his  life,  and  even  Yg* 
buked  thofe  who  expreffed  any  con¬ 
cern  for  the  ilfue  of  events  which  he 
refpedfed  as  ordinations  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  will.  According  to  the  fame 
biographer,  James  was  exadd  in  hiss 
devotion,  moderate  even  to  abfti- 
nence  ;  in  his  life,  full  of  fen  la¬ 
ments  of  the  higheft  CCIit  rition  tor 
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paft  offences ;  and,  according  to  the 
difcipline  of  the  Rom  ifh  church,  was 
very  fevere  in  the  aufterities  which 
he  infiidted  on  his  perfon.  As  this 
prince  juftly  regarded  himfelf  as  a 
martyr  to  the  Catholic  faith,  as  his 
warmed:  friends  were  all  of  this  per- 
fuafion,  as  his  converfation  in  his  re¬ 
tirement  at  St. Germains,  was  entirely 
in  a  great  meafure  confined  to  priefts 
and  devotees,  it  is  natural  that  his 
fuperftition  thou  id  increafe  with  the 
increafe  of  religious  fentiment ;  and 
as  he  had  made  ufe  of  his  power  and 
authority,  whilft  in  England,  to  en¬ 
large  the  number  of  profelytes  to 
popery,  fo  in  a  private  ftation  he 
laboured  inceflantly  by  prayer,  ex¬ 
hortation,  and  example,  to  confirm 
the  piety  of  his  popifh  adherents, 
and  to  effect  a  reformation  in  thofe 
who  ftill  continued  firm  to  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  church  of  England. 
He  vifited  the  monks  of  la  Trappe 
once  a  year,  the  fevered:  order  of 
religionifh  in  France  ;  and  his  con¬ 
formity  to  the  difcipline  of  the  con¬ 
vent  was  fo  ft  rift  and  ex  aft,  that  he 
imprefted  thofe  devotees  with  fenti- 
ments  of  admiration  at  his  piety, 
humility,  and  conftancy.  Thus 
having  fpent  twelve  years  with  a 
higher  degree  of  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  than  he  had  ever  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  moft  triumphant  part  of 
his  life,  he  was  feized  with  a  palfy 
in  September,  1701,  and  after  lan- 
gu ifhing  fifteen  days,  died  in  the 
lixty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  having 
filled  up  the  interval,  between  his 
fill!  leisure  and  final  exit,  with  the 

whole 
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train  of  religious  exercifes 
enjoined  on  iimilar  occafions  by  the 
church  of  Rome,  With  foleitm  and 
repeated  profeffions  of  his  faith,  and 
earned  exhortations  to  his  two  chil¬ 
dren,  the  youiigeil  of  whom  was 
horn  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  exile, 
to  keep  ftedfaft  to  the  religion  iri 
Which  they  Had  been  educated. 
Thefe  precepts  and  commands  have 
adted  with  a  force  fuperior  to  all  the 
temptations  of  a  crown,  and  have 
been  adhered  to  with  a  firmnefs 
which  obliges  an  hiftoriari  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  fuperiority  which 
James’s  defcendants,  in  the  nice 
points  of  honour  and  confcience, 
have  gained  over  the  character  of 
Henry  the  Fourth,  who,  at  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  he  was  looked  up  to  as 
the  great  hero  of  the  proteftant 
caufe,  niade  no  fcntple  to  accept  a 
crown  on  the  difgraceful  terms  of 
abjuring  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
formation,  and  embracing  the  prin¬ 
ciples  oF  a  religion,  which,  from 
his  early  infancy,  he  had  been 
taught  to  regard  as  idolatrous  and 
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prophane. 

u  The  dominion  of  error  over 
the  minds  of  the  generality  of  man¬ 
kind  is  irreliftible.  James,  to  the 
lad  hour  of  his  life,  continued  as 
great  a  bigot  to  his  political  as  his 


religious  errors  :  he  could  not  help 
eonfidering  the  flrength  and  power 
of  the  crown  as  a  circuiiiftance  ne*i 
ceffary  to  the  prefervation  and  hap- 
plnefs  of  the  people  ;  and,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  of  advice,  which  he  wrote  to  his 
fon,  whilft  he  conjures  him  to  pay 
a  religious  obfervance  to  all  the  du¬ 
ties  of  a  good  fdvereign,  he  cautions 
him  a  gain  ft  fuffering  any  entrench¬ 
ment  oil  royal  prerogative.  Among 
feveral  heads,  containing  excellent 
inftruCiions  on  the  art  of  reigning 
happily  and  juftly,  he  warns  the 
young  prince  never  to  attempt  to 
difqdiet  his  fubjecFs  in  their  pro¬ 
perty  or  their  religion  ;  and,  what  is 
very  remarkable,  to  his  laft  breath  he 
periifted  in  afterting,  that  he  never 
intended  to  fubvert  the  laws,  or 
procure  more  than  a  toleration  and 
an  equality  of  privilege  to  his  ca¬ 
tholic  fubjedfs.  As  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe  this  aftertion  to  be 
true,  it  fhews,  that  the  delufion  was 
incurable  under  Which  tile  king  la¬ 
boured,  by  the  tru-ft  he  had  put  in. 
the  khavifh  dodfrines  of  lawyers  and 
priefts ;  and  that  neither  himfelf, 
nor  his  proteftant  abetters,  could  fa¬ 
thom  the  confequences  of  that  en¬ 
larged  fyftem  of  toleration  which  he 
endeavoured  to  eftabliftift*  < 


CHARACTER  of  LORD  CHATHAM, 

[From  the  Fliftory  of  the  Life  of  William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham.] 


4‘  QUCH  was  the  life  of  lord 
»3  Chatham.  Never  perhaps 
Was  anv  life  fo  multifarious  ;  never 
did  any  comprife  fitch  a  number  of 
interefting  fituations.  It  is  difficult 
to  bring  the  fcattered  features  of 
Inch  a  character  into  one  point  of 
view;  and  accordingly  I  have  en¬ 


deavoured  to  ill  u  ft  rate  them  fepa* 
lately,  as  they  rife  *  and  have  not 
feared,  as  digreffive,  or  impertinent, 
any  thing,  of  however  extenfive  a 
range,  that  might  throw  new  light* 
upon  my  fubjedh  Something,  how-? 
ever,  in  the  way  of  fummary,  will 
probably  be  expected  $  and  however 
B  i 
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rude  and  undigefted,  it  may  not  per¬ 
haps  be  unproductive,  either  of  ufe, 
or  entertainment. 

44  One  of  the  fir  ft  things  that 
ft;  ikes  as,  in  the  recolle&ion  of  this 
ftory,  is  the  fuperior  figure  our  hero 
makes,  among  his  contemporaries. 
Like  the  fir  ft  king  of  the  jews,  he 
walks,  elevated  by  the  head,  above 
his  compatriots ;  who  feem  as  they 
were  born  his  fubjedts.  Men  of  ge¬ 
nius  and  attraction,  a  Carteret,  a 
Townfhend,  and,  I  had  almoft  faid, 
a  Mansfield,  however  pleating,  in  a 
limited  view,  appear  evidently,  in 
this  companion,  to  (brink  into  nar¬ 
rower  dimenfions,  and  walk  a  hum¬ 
bler  circle.  All  that  deferves  to  ar- 
reft  the.  attention,  in  taking  a  gene¬ 
ral  furvey  ot  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  is  comprifed  in  the  hiftory  of 
Chatham. 

44  No  character  ever  bore  the 
more  undifputed  ftamp  of  origina¬ 
lity.  Unrefembled  and  himfelf,  b« 
was  not  born  to  accommodate  to  the 
genius  of  his  age.  While  all  a- 
round  him  were  deprefted  by  the 
uniformity  of  faftiion,  or  the  con¬ 
tagion  of  venality,  he  flood  aloof. 
He  confulted  no  judgment  but  his 
own ;  and  he  adted  from  the  un¬ 
tainted  didlates  of  a  comprehenfive 
foul.  He  loved  fame  too  much  : 
but  it  was  the  weaknefs  of  a  noble 
mind.  He  loved  power  too  much  ; 
but  it  was  power  of  a  generous 
ft  rain  ;  and  he  had  paffions  that  had 
nothing  felfifh  in  their  texture.  No 
fpirit  ever  burned  with  a  purer  flame 
of  patriotifm. 

44  The  native  royalty  of  his  mind 
is  eminently  confpicuous.  He  felt 
himfelf  born  to  command  ;  and  the 
free  ions  of  Britain  implicitly  obey¬ 
ed  him.  In  him  was  realifed  the  fa¬ 
ble  of  Orpheus  ;  and  his  genius,  his 
fpirit,  his  eloquence,  led  millions  in 
his  train,  fubdued  the  rugged  la¬ 
vage.  and  difarnied  the  fangs  of  ma¬ 


lignity  and  envy.  Nothing  is,  m 
its  nature,  fo  inconliftent,  as  the 
breath  of  popular  applaufe  :  and  yet 
that  breath  was  eminently  his,  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
Want  of  fuccefs  could  not  divert  it; 
inconfiftency  of  conduct  could  not 
change  its  tenour. 

44  The  aitonifhing  extent  of  his 
views,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expreftion,  the  myfterious  compre- 
henfion  of  his  plans,  did  not,  in  one 
refpedf,  let  him  above  little  things. 
Nothing  that  was  neceffary  to  the 
execution  of  his  defigns  was  beneath 
him  :  and,  in  a  far  humbler  walk, 
like  Omnipotence,  the  complication 
and  minutenefs  of  the  lefler  motions 
that  were  effential  to  his  grand  ma¬ 
chine,  could  not  diftradt  him.  In 
one  refpebt,  he  was  infinitely  e- 
ft ranged  to  little  things.  Swallowed 
up.  in  the  bufinefs  of  his  country, 
he  did  not  think  of  the  derangement 
of  his  private  affairs.  Even  the 
management  of  the  pecuniary  af¬ 
fairs,  and  the  finances  of  the  nation, 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  to  other 
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hands.  In  the  commencement  of 
his  political  career,  he  learned  the 
art  of  independence,  by  the  very 
laudable  means  of  confining  his  dif- 
bu dements  within  the  limits  of  his 
income ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  na¬ 
tive  bent  of  his  mind  difqualified 
him  for  arithmetical  calculation,  and 
laborious  frugality.  Indifpofed, 
therefore,  as  he  was,  to  all  the 
inodes  of  dilfipated  expence,  his  af¬ 
fairs,  even  when  his  circumftances 
were  much  improved,  were  always 
deranged. 

44  But  the  features  that  feem  moft: 
eminently  to  have  charadterifed  him, 
were  fpirit  and  intrepidity.  I  be¬ 
lieve,  there  never  exifted  a  perfon 
that  came  within  many  {hades  of  our 
hero,  in  thefe  beautiful  attributes. 
They  are  confpicuous  in  every  ac¬ 
tion,  and  every  turn  of  his  life,  A 
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few  fpecimens  may,  however,  proba¬ 
bly  be  feledted  without  difadvantage. 
The  anfwer  to  Horace  Walpole  is 
not  more  remarkable  for  the  genius 
that  pervades  it,  and  the  thoufand 
literary  beauties  it  exhibits,  than  for 
the  enchanting  difplay  it  affords  of 
undaunted,  manly  firmnefs.  With¬ 
out  being  outraged,  into  the  fmalleft 
approach  to  thofe  littlenefles  and 
abfurdities  that  render  the  paffionate 
man  an  auxiliary  in  the  revenge  a- 
gainft  himfelf,  ne  afferts  himlelf  with 
dignity;  and  retorts  upon  his  antago- 
nift  with  that  graceful  fpirit,  Hiall  I 
call  it  ?  or,  that  inextinguiftiable  fire, 
that,  to  a  generous  mind,  is  one  of  the 
mold  attractive  objects  in  the  world. 

44  In  a  debate,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  that  took  place  about  his 
grand  climadteric ;  though  worn 
down  with  age,  with  exertion,  and, 
more  than  all,  with  the  unremitted 
attacks  of  an  excruciating  di {tem¬ 
per,  having  occafion  to  obferve  upon 
the  declining  liberties  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  growing  fpirit  of  the 
colonies,  he  afferted,  with  a  boyilh 
vigour  that  no  other  man  could 
have  exhibited,  that,  were  it  not 
for  invincible  obftacles,  he  would 
infallibly  retire  from  Britain,  and 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
that  glorious  afylum  of  liberty,  of 
manlinefs,  and  of  virtue. 

44  But  the  laft  Rene  of  his  life  is, 
of  all  others,  the  moft  unparalleled. 
In  whatever  other  views  we  may 
confider,  and  in  whatever  views  con¬ 
demn  it,  as  an  example  of  never- 
ebbing  fpirit,  we  cannot  but  admire. 
His  infirmities  bad  now  rendered 
his  every  limb  the  rebel  of  bis  will  : 
the  couch  of  laffitude  feerned  all  that 
remained  to  him.,  The  fituation  of 
his  country  too,  was  arduous,  hope- 
lefs,  and  untried.  The  inexhaufti- 
ble  genius  of  a  Chatham  was  forced 
to  confefs,  that  he  knew  not  how  we 
were  to  be  extricated.  Yet,  in  thefe 


circumftances,  with  his  lifelefs,  nerve' 
lefs  band,  he  wras  willing  to  have 
grafped  the  helm.  It  was  improba¬ 
ble,  it  was  impoffible,  be  ftiould 
have  fucceeded.  But  theie  impo¬ 
tent  efforts  of  immortal  man  ;  thefe 
infiances,  in  which  the  foul  burfts 
the  bands  of  earth,  and  Hands  alone, 
in  confefled  eternity  ;  are  the  moft: 
beautiful,  the  moft  pathetic,  the 
moft  fublime  exhibitions,  o!  which 
the  mind  of  man  is  adequate  to  con¬ 
ceive. 

44  The  vices,  if  we  ftiould  bp  dift 
pofed  to  qualify  them  with  fo  harfh 
a  name,  of  great  minds,  are  ever 
nearly  allied  to  their  virtues.  The 
manners  of  lord  Chatham  were,  in¬ 
deed,  eafy  and  bland.  His  conver- 
fation  was  fpirited  and  gay  ;  and  he 
readily  adapted  himfelf  to  the  com¬ 
plexion  of  thofe  with  whom  he  aft 
fociated.  That  artificial  referve, 
which  is  the  never-failing  refuge  of 
felfidiffidence  and  cowardice,  was  not 
made  for  him.  He  was  unconftrained 
as  artlefs  infancy  ;  and  generous  as 
the  noon-day  fun  :  yet  had  he  fo  me¬ 
riting  impenetrable  that  hung  about 
him.  A  mind,  lofty  as  heaven,  and 
expanfive  as  the  element,  was  not 
a  theatre  for  every  emmet  to  traverfe. 
His  conceptions  were  neceffarily  ag¬ 
gregated  :  and  ambition,  that  reign¬ 
ing  pafiion  of  his  foul,  that  meets 
us  at  every  turn,  had  introduced  a 
fold  or  two  into  his  heart;  that  na¬ 
ture  never  made. 

44  By  an  irrefiftible  energy  of 
foul,  he  was  haughty  and  impe¬ 
rious.  He  was  incapable  of  aflo- 
ciating  councils  ;  and  he  was  not 
formed  for  the  fweeteft  bands  of  fo- 
ciety.  He  was  a  pleafing  compa¬ 
nion,  but  an  unpliant  friend.  In 
bis  connexions  of  the  latter  kind,  I 
am  afraid,  we  fliall  find  little  befide 
the  name.  He  was  like  thofe  in-, 
ftruments  of  mufic,  whofe  grand  and 
bolder  tones  will  not  readily  accord 
B  3  with 
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with  the  lighter  touches  of  a  lefs 
manly  inffrument :  his  foul  was  not 
made  to  blend  and  to  bow.  The 
diimiiuoii  of  Mr.  Legge  formed  no 
epochs  in  his  mind.  His  difpute 
with  earl  Temple,  however  unex¬ 
ceptionable  as  to  the  fubflance,  was, 
in  its  manner,  unaccommodating 
and  unamiable.  Even  his  treatment 
of  his  humbler  friend,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
was  fin  ely  unjuftifiable.  That  gen¬ 
tleman  has,  in  the  moft  public  man¬ 
ner,  afferted,  that  lord  Chatham 
had  feen,  and  applauded  the  Effay 
on  Woman,  fame  years  before  it 
was  brought  forward,  as  an  inurn¬ 
ment  of  his  ruin. 

i'*  The  ambition  of  my  hero, 
however  generous  in  its  {train,  was 
the  fource  of  repeated  errors  in  his 
condudh  To  the  reiignation  of  lord 
Carteret,  and  again,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year  1770.  his 
proceedings  were  bold  and  uniform. 
In  the  intermediate  period,  they 
were  marked  with  a  verfatility,  inci¬ 
dent  only,  in  general,  to  the  mod; 
flexible  minds.  We  may  oockfion- 
ally  trace  in  them  the  indecifion  of 
a  candidate,  and  the  fupplenefs  of  a 
courtier.  In  a  word,  he  aimed  at 
the  impoffibie  talk  of  flattering,  at 
once,  the  prejudices  of  a  monarch, 
and  purfuing  unremittedly  the  alte¬ 
red  s  of  the  people, 

A  feature  too,  fufficlently  pro¬ 
minent  in  his  character,  was  vanity, 
jfli all  I  call  it  ?  or  pride,  and  con- 
fdous  fuperiority.  He  dealt  furely 
fcmewhat  too  freely  with  inveCtive. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  an  ignorance 
pf  his  talents ;  or  to  manage  the 
difplay  of  his  important  ferviccs. 
Himfelf  was  too  often  the  hero  of 
his  tale  ;  and  the  fuccpffes  of  the  laid 
war,  the  burden  of  his  fong,  Ci¬ 
cero  never  talked  more,  of  the  ides 
pf  November.  But,  if  he  were  as 
boaftful  as  Cicpfo,  he  had  certainly 
piucH  more,  as  a  citizen,  to  boaft 
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of.  Timidity  was  the  fir  ft  feature 
of  the  Roman  ;  and,  even  when  he 
terrified  Cataline  into  flight,  he 
trembled  :  upon  all  other  occafions, 
his  conduct  was  fpiritlefs  and  unfer- 
viceable.  On  the  contrary,  lord 
Chatham  was,  at  all  times,  intrepid. 
His  ferviccs  were  more  important, 
more  continued  ;  and  owed  infinitely 
lefs  to  fortune.  And,  exclufive  of 
the  memorable  sera  of  his  ad  mini- 
ilration,  he  may  be  confide  re  cl  upon 
the  whole,  as  the  unaccommodating 
patriot  of  half  a  century, 

44  Patriotifm  itfelf,  however,  was 
the  fource  of  fome  of  his  imperfec¬ 
tions,  He  loved  his  country  too 
well :  or,  if  that  may  found  abfurd? 
the  benevolence,  at  lead,  that  em¬ 
braces  the  fpecies,  had  not  fuffieient 
fcope  in  his  mind.  He  once  fly  led 
himfelf,  44  a  lover  of  honourable 
war  f’  and,  in  fo  doing,  he  let  us 
into  one  trait  of  his  character.  The 
friend  of  human  kind  will  be  an 
enemy  to  all  war.  He  indulged  too 
much,  to  a  puerile  antipathy  to 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  And  it  was 
furely  the  want  of  expan  five  affec¬ 
tions,  that  led  him  to  fo  unqualified 
a  condemnation  of  American  inde¬ 
pendency. 

41  But  the  eloquence  of  lord  Chat¬ 
ham  was  one  ot  bis  moil  finking 
charadteridics.  He  far  outftripped 
his  competitors,  and  flood  alone,  the 
rival  of  antiquity.  When  he  took 
his  place  in  parliament,  it  has  been 
obferved,  by  a  celebrated  writer, 
that  there  were  half  a  dozen  fpeak- 
ers,  in  both  houfes,  who,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  public,  bad  reached 
nearly  the  fame  pitch  of  eloquence. 
Yoltaire  reprelents  them  as  rivalling, 
or  fur  Baffin  g,  the  greateft  orators  of 
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Greece  and  Rome.  But  the  equality 
of  their  fame  has  juflly  been  con- 
fidered  as  an  unanfwerable  argument 
aga’mft  this  fuppofition.  In  an  art 
which  is  either  necefiarily,  or  cafu- 
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ally,  in  a  Fate  of  mediocrity,  twenty 
workmen  will  perform  equally  well ; 
but,  where  true  eminence  has  been 
reached,  the  comparative  merit  of 
the  artifts  will  be  no  longer  doubt¬ 
ful.  And  indeed,  how  cold  and  je¬ 
june,  in  a  poetical  view,  do  the  ha¬ 
rangues  of  a  Wyndham,  or  a  P 11  he¬ 
ir  ey  appear  ?  But  neither  of  theie 
objections  can  be  urged  again!!  lord 
Chatham  :  he  has  tropes  and  fai¬ 
lles  that  may  juftly  vie  with  the  no- 
hieft  flights  of  antiquity  ;  and  he 
certainly  leaves  his  coadjutors  as  far 
behind  him,  as  ever  did  a  Cicero, 
or.  a  Demofihenes. 

4 4  His  eloquence  was  of  every 
kind.  No  man  excelled  him  in  clofe 
argument,  and  methodical  deduc¬ 
tion  :  but  this  was  not  the  ftyle  into 
which  he  naturally  fell  His  ora¬ 
tory  was  unlaboured  and  fpontane- 
ous :  he  rufhed  at  once  upon  the 
i  object :  and  ufually  illuftrated  it 
rather  by  glowing  language,  and 
original  conception,  titan  by  cool 
reafoning.  His  perfon  was  tall  and 
dignified.  His  face  was  the  face  of 
an  eagle.  His  piercing  eye  withered 
the  nerves,  and  looked  through  the 
fouls  of  his  opponents.  His  coun¬ 
tenance  was  flern,  and  the  voice  of 
thunder  fat  upon  his  lips.  Anon, 
however,  he  could  defcend  to  the 
eafy  and  the  playful.  His  voice 
feemed  fcarcely  more  adapted  to 
energy,  and  to  terror,  than  it  did 
to  the  melodious,  the  infinuating, 
and  the  lportive.  If,  however,  in 
the  enthufiafm  of  admiration,  we 
can  find  room  for  the  frigidity  of 
priticifm,  bis  action  feemed  the  mo  ft 
open  to  objection.  It  was  forcible, 
uniform,  and  ungraceful.  In  a 
word,  the  rnoft  celebrated  orators  of 
antiquity  were,  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  children  of  labour  and  cultiva¬ 
tion.  Lord  Chatham  was  always 
natural  and  himfelf.  And  perhaps 
acfiion,  in  order  to  be  various  and 
beautiful,  is,  of  all  the  accomplifh- 


ments  of  an  orator,  that  which  moll 
requires  the  fupport  of  art. 

To  the  misfortune  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  letters,  and  o£ posterity,  lord 
Chatham  never  fought  the  prefs. 
How  eafy  had  it  then  been  to  have 
refuted  thofe  eleg.nt  critics,  who 
have  thought  proper  to  tell  us,  that 
his  lanyuaye  was  incorrect,  and  his 
orations  immethodical  and  hi  per  ti¬ 
dal  ?  How  indifputably  had  he  then 
taken  his  place,  in  the  roll  of  im¬ 
mortality,  with  a  Demofihenes,  and 
a  Cicero  ?  But  he  voluntarily  fub— 
mitted,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  that 
evanefcent  fame,  as  a  fpeaker,  which 
was  the  inevitable  misfortune  ot  his 
contemporary,  Mr.  Garrick,  as  an 
actor.  Pofterity  wUl  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  in  the  meagrenefs  of 
modern  times,  a  Demofihenes  fliould 
have  exifted  without  his  bEfchines  j 
and  a  Cicero  without  an  Horten  flu  s 
and  a  Crefar.  Pofterity  will  hardly 
be  perfuaded,  that  one  man  could  have 
concentered  the  arduous  characters 
of  the  greateft  Aatefman,  and  the 
molt  accomplifhed  rhetorician,  that 
ever  lived.  In  a  word,  pofterity 
will,  with  difficulty,  believe  the  fe¬ 
licity  of  Britain  :  that  lord  Chatham 
was,  among  the  orators,  what 
Shakfpeare  is,  among  the  poets  of 
every  age  :  44  The  child,  of  fancy, 
he  warbled  the  irregular  notes  that 
nature  gave,”  with  fo  fweet  a  gracea 
as  turned  the  cheek  of  envy  pale, 
and  drove  refinement,  and  tram¬ 
melled  fcience,  into  coward  flight. 
Honeyed  mufic  dropped  unbidden 
from  his  lips.  Had  he,  like  his 
great  predeceflbr,  addrefled  his  ef- 
fuflons  to  the  troubled  waves ;  the 
troubled  waves  had fufpended  them- 
felve-s  to  lifien.  His  lips  were 
clothed  with  in fpi ration  and  pro-' 
phecy.  Sublimity,  upon  his  tongue, 
fat  fo  enveloped  in  beauty,  that  it 
feemed  unconfcious  of  itfelf.  It  fell 
upon  us  unexpected,  it  took  us  fay 
furprize,  and,  like  the  fearful  whirl- 
i?  4  ■  poo!. 
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pool,  it  drew  every  underftanding, 
and  every  heart,  into  its  vortex. 

Lord  Chederfield  has  told  us,  that 
this  nobleman  poheffed  44  a  inoft 
happy  turn  for  poetrv.”  For 
the  judgment  of  lord  Chefterheld 
however,  the  author  of  this  work 
conteffes,  that  he  does  not  feel  an 
implicit  veneration.  Only  one  of 
lord  Chatham’s  poetical  perform¬ 
ances  ever  fell  into  my  hands,  a  copy 
of  verfes  to  Mr.  Garrick  ;  in  which 


the  peculiarities  of  our  hero’s  mind 
are  very  faintly  ihadowed  indeed .  The 
noble  author  adds,  that  44  hefeldom 
indulged,  and  feldom  avowed  it.’5 
It  fhould  feem  then,  that  he  him- 
felf  fet  no  great  value  upon  it.  Per¬ 
haps  a  proper  confidence  of  one’s- 
felf,  is  effential  to  all  extraordinary 
merit.  Why  fhould  we  ambitioufly 
afcribe  to  one  mind,  every  fpecies 
of  human  excellence  ? 
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A  LBERT  de  Haller,  mem- 
ber  of  the  fovereign  coun¬ 
cil  of  Berne,  prelident  of  the 
(Economic  fociety  of  that  city,  and 
of  the ,  unlverfity  of  Gottingen, 
foreign  affociate  of  the  academy  of 
fciences  of  Paris,  and  of  almoft  all 
the  learned  focieties  of  Europe,  was 
born  at  Berne,  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  O&ober,  1708.  His  father 
was  Nicholas  de  Haller,  advocate 
and  chancellor  of  the  county  of  Ba¬ 
den,  defeended  from  an  ancient 
patrician  family  of  the  city  of 
Berne  ;  and  his  mother  Anne-Mary 
Enguel,  daughter  of  one  of  the 
members  of  the  fovereign  council 
of  that  republic. 

44  Young  Haller,  in  his  very  early 
infancy,  manifefied  an  uncommon 
genius,  aCtivity  of  mind,  and  fa¬ 
cility  for  labour,  together  with  that 
ffrength  of  memory,  which  is  fo 
neceifary  to  thofe  who  are  defirous 
of  comprehending  many  fciences, 
and  purfuing  their  great  operations; 
and  that  take  for  forming  collec¬ 
tions,  which  contributed  fo  ef- 
fentially  to  the  many  valuable  works 
which  he  afterwards  publifhed. 

44  Born  of  a  family  which  had  al¬ 
ways  been  diifinguifhed  for  piety, 
he  was  ufed,  when  only  four  years 


old,  to  make  fhort  exhortations  to 
the  domeftics,  on  the  texts  of  ferip- 
ture,  at  the  cuftomary  family 
prayers.  When  nine  years  old,  he 
had  compofed,  tor  his  own  ufe,  a 
Chaldaic  grammar,  a  Hebrew  and 
Greek  lexicon,  and  alfo  an  hiftori- 
cal  dictionary,  containing  more  than 
two  thoufand  articles,  extracted 
from  thofe  of  Moreri  and  Bavle. 
Thefe  collections  he  continued  till 
his  departure  for  the  univerfity,  at 
which  period,  the  work  was  grown 
to  a  very  conliderable  extent ;  but 
he  fuppreffed  it  afterwards,  as  be¬ 
ing  unequal  to  his  ideas.  Thefe 
premature  talents  were  not  the  effeCt 
of  his  education ;  the  mode  of 
which  was  very  unfavourable  to 
their  improvement.  Young  Hal¬ 
ler’s  father  was  apprehenhve  that 
his  fon’s  eagernefs  to  learn  every 
thing,  would  be  productive  of  only 
fuperflcial  knowledge  ;  nor  would 
thefe  fears  have  been  ill-founded, 
if  he  had  not  poffeifed  an  uncom¬ 
mon  capacity.  Urged  perhaps  by 
thefe  motives,  the  advocate  placed 
him  under  the  tuition  of  a  precep¬ 
tor,  who,  though  he  poifehed  fuffi- 
cient  knowlege  of  the  languages, 
derived  his  principal  credit  from  the 
perfection  to  which  he  had  been 
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cSpofed  by  his  religious  opinions, 
'i  his  man’s  behaviour  to  his  pupil 
was  item  and  fevere,  though  his 
feeble  conftitution,  and  ardour  for 
ftudy,  only  required  indulgence  and 
proper  direction.-— 

4  4  M.  de  Haller  was  only  thirteen 
years  old,  when  he  loft  his  father, 
who  intended  him  for  the  church, 
and  whofe  property  was  almoft 
wholly  confined  to  the  appointments 
of  his  places.  But  bylofing  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  his  fortune,  he  acquired 
the  liberty  of  chilling  the  objecfts 
of  his  ftudies,  and  became  acquainted 
with  the  necefiitv  of  depending  en- 

j  ^  A  O 

tirely  on  himfelf.  Nay,  perhaps  it 
was  to  thefe  misfortunes,  that  he 
owed  both  his  talents  and  fubfequent 
exalted  reputation. 

He  was  placed  for  fome  time  at 
the  public  fchooL  where  he  gave 
many  proofs  of  early  genius  and 
Uncommon  abilities.  He  palled 
through  his  claffical  examinations 
before  the  age  that  is  prefcribed, 
and  he  translated  into  Greek  the 
theme  which  was  required  of  him 
only  in  Latin.  After  eighteen 
months  fpent  in  this  now  and  con- 
ftrained  mode  of  inftrudHon,  he  ob¬ 
tained  leave  to  pafs  fome  time  at 
Bienne,  with  the  father  of  one  of 
his  Tchool'-fellows,  who  was  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  phyiician,  and  from  whom 
he  hoped  to  receive  fome  lights  on 
the  ftudy  of  nature  ;  but  this  new 
mailer  was  enthufiaftically  attached 
to  the  fyflems  of  Defcartes,  and 
conformable  to  them  was  the  inftruc- 
tion  his  pupil  received.  The  young 
Undent  therefore  preferred  the  fic¬ 
tions  of  poetry  to  thofe  of  philofo- 
phy  ;  as  frequently  men  of  genius 
prefer  the  reading  a  mere  romance, 
to  a  hillory  mixed  with  fables.  At 
this  time  he  compofed  feveral 
poems ;  and  the  houfe,  where  he 
refided,  having  taken  fire,  he  rulhed 
into  the  midfl  of  the  flames  to  fave 


his  verfes,  and  having  carried  them 
oft,  congratulated  himfelf  on  the 
prefervation  of  what  he  then  ef- 
teetaed  his  moft  valuable  treafures- 

“  Philoibphy,  however,  foon 
prevailed ;  and  within  the  fpace  of 
one  year  only,  after  this  event,  his 
mind  had  arrived  at  fuch  a  hate  of 
maturity,  that  he  had  the  refolution 
to  condemn  to  the  flames,  the  fame 
poems,  which  he  had  laved,  the 
preceding  year,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life.  Among  thefe  poems  were 
many  fatires  ;  a  fpecies  of  competi¬ 
tion  for  which  Mi  de  Haller  had  al¬ 
ready  fhewn  conflderable  talents.— 

j 

44  The  time  now  arrived  when, 
our  voung  Auden t  was  to  chufe  his 

j  O 

fltuation  ;  he  fvifhed  to  iiivelligate 
nature,  and  he  made  choice  of  the 
only  profeJiion  which  would  allow 
him  to  devote  himfelf  to  that  ftudy 
without  referve,  viz.  that  of  phy- 
fic.~~ 

44  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1723,  he  went  to  Tubingen,  where 
he  continued  his  ftudies,  with  un¬ 
remitted  ardour,  under  Camerarius 
and  Duvernoi,  and  gave  public 
proofs  of  the  progrefs  he  made  un¬ 
der  thefe  profMTors. 

44  His  travels  commenced  at  the 
age  of  fixteen,  and  the  full  liberty 
he  enjoyed  at  fuch  an  early  period, 
might  have  been  attended  with 
danger,  had  it  not  been  obviated 
by  a  Angular  circumftance.  The 
great  concourfe  of  young  men, 
who  frequent  the  German  univer- 
fities,  are  left  too  much  to  their  own 
direction.  Haller,  having  entered, 
with  his  feliow-ftudents  at  Tubin¬ 
gen,  into  a  party  in  a  debauch,  the 
exceftes  to  which  he  was  a  witnefs, 
gave  him  a  falutary  difguft  to  them. 
From  this  moment,  he  renounced 
wine  for  ever,  that  he  might  be  cer¬ 
tain  to  avoid  the  abufe  of  it ;  and 
in  order  to  guard  more  infallibly 
from  fedu&ion,  he  thought  himfelf 

obliged 
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obliged  to  obferve  a  rigorous  fe ve¬ 
rity  in  his  manners. 

*4  Attra&ed  by  the  diftinguifhed 
reputation  of  Boerhaave,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Leyden,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  May  11725.  Here  he  met 
with  every  thing,  that  could  be 
agreeable  to  a  mind  intent  on  the 
scquiiition  pf  fcience.  And  Boer- 
Jhaave,  who  divided  his  time  be¬ 
tween  his  academical  lectures  and 
jnedical  confutations,  (hewed  him 
all  the  regard  that  was  due  to  fitch 
rare  abilities  and  eminent  merit. 
Here  he  found  an  anatomical 
th  eatre,  well  fupplied  with  fubjecfts; 
gabinets  of  natural  hiftory  ;  a  very 
pxteniive  library  ;  and,  in  fhort, 
everything,  which  could  entourage 
and  invite  to  ftudy.  Albinus, 
though  a  young  man,  had  given 
proofs  of  his  talents  for  anatomy  ; 
and  the  famous  Ruyfch,  the  inven¬ 
tor  of  anatomical' injections,  was 
frill  living  at  Amiterdam,  where  he 
continued  his  labours  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  M,  de  Haller  availed  him- 
felf  of  all  thefe  advantages.  But 
Ids  health  being  impaired,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  a  journey,  into 
Lower  Germany,  in  company  with 
two  of  his  friends.  On  his  return 
to  Leyden,  he  took  the  degree  of 
doCtor  in  phyiic.  The  thefts  which 
be  compofed  on  this  occafion,  dis¬ 
played  the  knowledge  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  in  anatomy,  and  proclaimed 
him  as  an  obfervcr  capable  of  en¬ 
riching  that  fcience  with  many  im¬ 
portant  difcoveries.  The  fubjeCt  of 
it  was  the  pretended  difcovery  of  a 
falivary  dudl  by  Cowitz,  the  falfity 
of  which,  Meflrs.  Duvernoi  and 
Haller  expofed  both  by  difledtjons  of 
brutes  and  human  bodies. 

In  the  year  1727,  he  went  to 
England,  where  he  was  particu¬ 
larly  connected  with  fir  Hans 
Sloane,  who  had,  at  that  time, 
formed  a  very  confiderable  collec¬ 


tion  of  natural  curiofities  ;  and  he 
had  the  pleafure  of  becoming  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Meflrs.  Plumtrce, 
Chelelden,  and  Douglas :  men  dif- 
tinguifhed  throughout  Europe,  for 
their  profeflional  abilities.  Having 
vifited  Oxford,  from  England  he 
palled  over  to  France,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  but  a  fhort  time.  A  body, 
which  he  was  dilfedfing  at  Paris, 
became  often  five  to  one  of  his. 
neighbours,  who  informed  again  it 
him.  Knowing  the  feverity  of  the 
laws  againft  thofe  who  take  up 
dead  bodies,  by  an  error,  into  which 
a  ftranger  might  eafily  fall,  he 
imagined  that  they  equally  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  anatomift  who  dif- 
ledfed  thofe  bodies.  He  deter¬ 
mined,  therefore,  to  quit  a  country, 
where  the  refearch  after  truth  ap¬ 
peared  to  expofe  the  inquirer  to 
inch  great  danger.  From  hence  he 
went  to  Baftl,  where  he  ftudied  ma¬ 
thematics,  under  John  Bernoul¬ 
li. — 

44  At  Baftl  alfo,  he  fir  ft  began  to 
ftudy  botany,  to  which  he  had 
hitherto  profefled  an  averfton.  But 
excited,  as  he  himfelf  tells  us,  by 
the  genius  of  the  place,  where  the 
celebrated  Bauhine  had  reftded,  and 
by  the  example  of  his  friend  M, 
Stahalin,  he  cultivated  the  fcience 
with  fuch  profpedf  of  fuccefs,  that 
he  even  began  to  lay  the  plan  of 
the  work  he  afterwards  completed 
and  publiflied,  under  the  title  of 
Enumeratio  Methodica  Stirpium 
Helvetia  Indigenarum,  &c.  at  a 
time  when  he  declares,  he  Scarcely 
knew  the  moft  common  plants. 

4‘  M.  de  Haller  returned  to  his 
own  country,  about  the  year  17^©  ; 
he  was  then  in  his  twenty -fecond 
year.  The  fciencies  being,  at  that 
time,  lefs  generally  known  and 
efteemed  than  at  prefent  ;  fo  ftrong 
an  attachment  to  ftudy,  and  fo  la¬ 
borious  a  way  of  life,  would  ap¬ 
pear 
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pear  lingular  in  the  eyes  of  his 
young  friends,  who  palled  top  much 
of  .their  time  in  idle  purfuits  ;  and 
he  was  expofed  to  that  raillery, 
which  too  often  fucceeds  in  re- 
preffing  the  firlt  efforts  of  a  young 
man,  and  .{lifting,  in  its  birth,  the 
noble  ambition  of  acquiring  dif- 
ti ndt ion.  But  he  was  too  firmly 
attached  to  literature  and  philofo- 
phy  to  be  affeHed  by  fuch  ridicule, 
and  be  continued  refolute  and  ar¬ 
dent  in  his  refearches.  His  tafie 
for  poetry  now  alfo  returned,  or  ra¬ 
ther  he  became  a  poet  a  fecond 
time ;  but  fuch  as  a  philofopher 
ought  to  be,  who  had  been  long  oc¬ 
cupied  in  profound  fludies,— • 

44  But  the  charms  of  poetry  were 
not  fufficiently  alluring  to  detach 
M.  Haller  from  the  more  feyere 
and  ufeful  ftudies.  He  only  cul¬ 
tivated  the  Mufes  in  his  folitary 
walks,  in  thofe  hours  of  the  night, 
when  Beep  forfook  him,  and  during 
thofe  recedes  from  labour,  with 
which  his  Bate  of  health  fometimes 
forced  him  to  comply.  At  fuch 
feafons,  his  a  (Stive  difpofition  im¬ 
pelled  him  to  fubjedf  thofe  grand, 
pleating,  and  affecting  ideas,  which 
arofe  in  his  mind,  to  the  laws  of 
metre  and  the  trammels  of  rhyme. 
His  immenfe  labours  in  anatomy, 
the  attentive  obfervation  which  dif¬ 
ferent  dileafes  require,  the  neeeffary 
fubfequent  reflections,  together  with 
confultations  on  a  great  variety 
of  cafes,  employed  a  large  fhare 
of  his  time.  Nor  was  he  idle  dur¬ 
ing  thofe  hours  which  were  not 
devoted  to  thefe  duties.  And 
though  feparated  from  his  mafters, 
his  friends,  and  his  competitors,  de¬ 
prived  of  the  aftiftances  and  en¬ 
couragements  to  which  he  had 
been  accuftomed,  his  own  private 
cabinet,  and  his  feled!  library,  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  academic  aids, 

66  Here  he  laid  the  foundations' 

*-  r  *  «  •  •  f  •  •  t 


of  that  vaB  extent  of  knowledge, 
which  comprehended  every  fpecies 
of  literature.  The  difeoveries  of 
every  cultivated  age  and  nation, 
were  extradfed  in  the  courfe  of  his 
reading,  which  he  continued,  with, 
unremitting  attention,  during  his 
whole  life,  without  being  diverted 
from  it  either  by  the  vicifiitudes  of 
fortune,  or  by  any  embarralTment 
of  his  affairs. — 

44  Though  his  application  to  the 
Budy  of  botany  was  rendered  more 
difficult  to  him  by  a  natural  defedt 
in  his  eyes,  being  Biort-fighted,  yet 
he  was  become  fo  charmed  with  the 
[Hence,  that  in  the  years  1730, and 
1736,  he  made  feveral  botanical 
excurfions.  In  thefe  he  vifited  the 
hi  Hi  eft  mountains  of  Tura  and  the 

1  *  t  *' 

Alps,  afeending  their  rugged  fum- 
mits,  and  forcing  his  way  as  far  as 
the  Glaciers,  though  the  paftage 
was  always  attended  with  fatigue, 
and,  often,  with  imminent  danger. 

He  afterwards  travelled  through, 
the  marfhes,  and,  alfo,  through  the 
more  temperate  and  chearful  parts 
of  Switzerland,  where  the  vine¬ 
yards  difplay  their  riches,  and  adorn 
the  plains.— 

44  Nor  was  botany  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  purfuits  in  thefe  excur- 
Bons.  His  knowledge  was  equally- 
extended  to  mineralogy,  zoology, 
and  to  all  the  other  branches  of 
natural  hiftory. — 

44  In  1734,  the  republic  of  Berne 
eftabliftied  a  public  amphitheatre, 
where  he  taught  anatomy.  Not- 
withftanding  his  youth,  he  was  ap? 
pointed  phyBcian  to  an  hofpital ;  and 
was  alfo  entrufted  with  the  care  of 
arranging  the  public  library  and  the 
cabinet  of  medals.  In  the  firfl 
year  that  he  undertook  this  office, 
he  formed  a  regular  catalogue  of  all 
the  books,  and  examined,  and 
placed,  ip  their  chronological  order, 
five  thoufand  antique  medals. 
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44  He  was,  however,  called  to 
quit  his  country.  George  II.  king 
of  Great  Britain,  and  debtor  of 
Hanover,  being  defipous  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  prosperity  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Gottingen,  invited  M. 
de  Haller,  and  eftabliihed  there  for 
him  an  anatomical,  botanical,  and 
furgical  profefTorffiip. —  / 

4  4  He  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  :  it  was 
at  the  expence  of  abandoning  his 
native  country  ;  of  renouncing  the 
title,  or  rather  the  enjoyment  of  the 
rights,  of  a  free  citizen  ;  and  of 
tearing  from  her  family  and  coun¬ 
try,  a  young  wife,  whofe  perfonal 
qualities  had  captivated  his  heart, 
who  had  borne  him  three  children, 
and  who,  by  the  fweetnefs  of  man¬ 
ners,  with  which  Die  adopted  his 
talfe  and  purfuits,  formed  the  prin¬ 
cipal  happinefs  of  his  life.  But  the 
facrifice  wras  neceffary  :  at  Berne  he 
could  not  hope  for  fuch  immediate 
advantages  to  fecure  the  fortune  of 
his  children.  His  youth  would 
prevent  him,  for  a  long  time,  from 
obtaining  any  places  of  confequence, 
which  he  might  hope  to  enjoy,  in 
the  government.  He  perceived 
that  it  was  hill  remembered,  that 
he  had  fheivn  a  talent  for  fatiric 
poetry  ;  and  though  he  had  burnt 
his  fatires,  they  were  not  forgotten 
by  his  enemies  and  rivals.— 

4 4  Having  fixed  his  refolution, 
and  arranged  his  affairs,  he  bade 
adieu  to  his  country  and  friends, 
and  fet  out  on  his  journey  to  Got¬ 
tingen.  The  infirm  ffate  of  his 
health,  and  the  difficulty  of  con¬ 
veying  fuch  young  children,  in  a 
firange  and  remote  country,  ren¬ 
dered  their  travelling  very  trouble- 
fome  and  fatiguing  ;  and  it  termi¬ 
nated  in,  what  mod  fenfibly  af¬ 
fected  his  heart,  the  lofs  of  his  dear 
Marianne,  who  died,  at  the  in- 
ftant  of  their  arrival,  of  the  confe¬ 


quence  of  fome  injury  fiie  received 
by  the  overturning  of  the  car¬ 
riage. 

4 ‘  M.  Haller  entered  on  his  new 
employments  in  a  very  dejeCted 
ffate  of  mind  ;  and  he  experienced 
the  want  of  that  confolation  which 
his  relations  and  friends  might  have 
afforded  him.  In  the  vigour  of 
life,  the  application  of  the  mental 
faculties  to  fome  interefting  objebt, 
affords  the  mod  certain  means  of 
weakening  the  impreffions  of  grief. 
His  efforts  to  divert  his  thoughts 
by  labour,  were  favoured  by  very 
encouraging  circumftances.  The 
effeem  of  his  colleagues,  increafed 
in  proportion,  as  his  talents  and 
qualifications  became  more  known. 
And  the  regency  of  Hanover  gave 
him  a  fenfible  proof  of  their  appro¬ 
bation,  by  inviting  to  Gottingen 
one  of  his  friends,  the  learned  Mr. 
Huber  of  Bafil,  to  affift  him  in  his 
firft  effays.- — 

44  Notwithffanding  thefe  impor¬ 
tant  employments,  the  feventeen 
years  which  M.  Haller  fpent  at 
Gottingen,  were  thofe,  in  which 
he  executed  his  great  undertakings  ; 
and  during  this  period,  his  fuperior 
literary  reputation  was  acquired. 
He  felebted  phyfiology  as  the  prill* 
cipal  objeCt  of  his  ftudies.— 

44  M*  de  Haller  was  not  unin¬ 
formed,  that  this  fcience,  having 
been  long  devoted  to  the  fpirit  of 
fyfiem,  had  become  fufpicious  to 
philofophical  phyficians ;  but  thefe 
objections  were  what  he  propofed 
to  obviate.  He  entertained  the 
hope  of  rendering  phyfiology  as 
certain  as  any  other  phyfical  fci¬ 
ence  :  a  fcience  by  which  philofo- 
phers  might  learn  the  knowledge 
of  man,  and  where  phyficians  might 
find  a  bails  on  which  they  might 
fupport  their  practice. 

44  To  this  end,  it  was  neceflary 
to  endeavour  to  efiablifli  phyfiology 

on 
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on  an  exact  anatomy  of  man  and 
other  animals  ;  by  the  latter  of 
which  fo  many  difcoveries  have 
been  made  concerning  the  animal 
ceconomy  of  our  own  fpecies, 
which  had  not  been  revealed  by  the 
fludy  of  the  human  body.  It  was 
neceflary  to  banifh,  from  phyfiology, 
both  that  metaphylical  jargon, 
which  has  long  ferved  in  all  the 
fciences,  to  cover  real  ignorance 
under  fcientific  words,  and  thofe 
theories,  whether  mathematical  or 
chemical,  which  have  been  rejected 
even  by  mathematicians  and  che- 
mids  ;  and  are  condantly  made  ufe 
of  with  fo  much  more  confidence, 
or  adopted  with  greater  reified,  in 
proportion  as  the  mailers  or  fcholars 
are  more  completely  ignorant  oi  the 
foundations  on  which  they  have 
been  erected.  It  was  necefiary  to 
fubllitute  to  all  thefe  fydems,  ge¬ 
neral  faCts,  efiablillied  by  obferva- 
tion  and  experiment ;  to  pofiefs  fa- 
gacity  to  lay  hold  of  thefe  fads ; 
to  confent  to  confefs  ignorance  of 
their  caufes,  and  to  acknowledge, 
that,  in  all  the  fciences,  there  are 
bounds  beyond  which  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  human  mind  will  ever 
be  able  to  penetrate,  but  which  it, 
aiTuredly,  cannot  pafs,  but  by  the  af- 
iillance  of  time  and  a  long  courfe  of 
labour. 

“  Such  was  the  plan  which  our 
profefibr  had  formed  ;  and  he  pur¬ 
ified  it  with  that  adtivky  and  fuccels, 
which  he  has  exhibited  in  his  other 
works,  as  an  accurate  and  profound 
natural  pbilofopher.  He  was  fo 
truly  original  in  phyfiology,  that, 
even  in  his  life-time,  his  cotempora¬ 
ries  and  rivals  placed  him  in  the 
firfh  rank  of  ctalfic  authors. 

44  But  it  was  not  till  after  he  had 
examined,  in  the  numerous  fuite  of 
memoirs,  the  important  and  dif¬ 
ficult  queflions  concerning  refpira- 
sion,  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 


generation,  and  the  formation  of 
the  bones,  that  he  thought  himfelf 
qualified  to  comprehend  phyfiology 
in  its  full  extent  ;  and  even  then 
his  full  edition  bore  the  moded  title 
of  a  mere  efifiy.  Nor  was  it  till 
after  thirty  years  of  labour  and  im- 
menfe  refearches,  that  he  thought 
himfelf  judified  in  bellowing  on  his 
work  the  title  it  merited. — 

44  The  work  in  which  M.  Haller 
publilhed  his  difcoveries,  formed 
the  asra  of  a  revolution  in  anatomy. 
It  taught  us  that  there  exifts  in  the 
living  body  a  particular  power, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  the  im¬ 
mediate  principle  of  motion,  as  a 
quality  diffufed  through  the  organs, 
which  enables  them  all  to  perform 
their  refpedive  funclions.  And  his 
difciples  beaded  that  phyfiology, 
which  had  too  long  been  built  on 
metaphylical  and  uncertain  ideas, 
might  now  be  ereded  on  the  bafis 
of  general  fad,  and  verified  by  ex¬ 
periment, 

44  The  publication  of  this  theory 
was,  however,  productive  of  much 
controverfy.  M".  Haller  defended 
his  opinions  with  ability  and  can¬ 
dour.  And  if  wre  do  not  fubfcribe 
implicitly  to  his  dodrines,  we  mud 
at  lead  admire  the  temper  with 
which  he  conducted  the  difpute. 

44  But  though  the  difference  in 
opinion  of  other  anatomids,  gave 
him  no  uneaiinefs,  the  difcoveries, 
relative  to  irritability,  were  the  oc~ 
cafionof  very  poignant  chagrin  to 
their  author.  On  this  property  of 
animated  matter,  Lametrie  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  fydem  of  mate- 
rialifm  ;  and  he  pleafed  himfelf  in 
dedicating  his  book  to  Haller,  and 
declaring  that  to  him  he  owed  the 
acquifition  of  the  great  truths  which 
it  contained.  M.  de  Haller  was 
finccrely  attached  to  religion,  from 
his  infancy :  lie  confidered  Lame- 
trie’s  jocularity  as  a  ferious  infult ; 
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and  obferved,  with  horrdr,  that  lie 
was  held  up  to  Europe,  as  a  favou¬ 
rer  of  materialifm,  or,  at  lead,  as 
the  inventor  of  principles  which 
ierved  as  a  bails  for  that  dodrine. 
Neither  the  refped  which  he  had 
ccmftantly  declared  for  Chriftiaiiity, 
in  all  his  works,  nor  his  mode  of 
life,  fo  conformable  to  the  pre¬ 
cepts  ofthe  Gofpel,  feemed  fufficient 
to  fecure  him  againfl  this  imputa¬ 
tion.  He  complained  of  it  bitterly. 
Lametrie,  in  his  anfwer,  affumed 
the  fame  tone  :  and  Haller  had  pre¬ 
pared  to  publifli  a  very  long  and  fe- 
fious  refutation  of  the  charge, 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  death 
of  his  antagonift,  and  difcovered, 
that,  deceived  by  an  excels  of  de¬ 
licacy,  which  was  doubtdefs  laud¬ 
able,  he,  alone,  had  been  made  the 
dupe  of  Lametrie’s  irony.-— 

44  Ha  vine:  undertaken  to  teach 
botany  at  Gottingen,  Haller  form¬ 
ed  a  catalogue  of  the  plants  in  the 
garden  of  that  city,  and  in  this  he 
principally  explained  his  ownfyftem 
of  botany.  — 

44  Few  botanifts  have  adopted  his 
fyftem ;  but  in  his  defcriprion  of 
the  plants,  which  he  had  obferved 
on  the  fummits  of  the  Alps,  the 
accuracy  and  beautiful  execution  of 
the  plates  which  adorn  the  work, 
the  deep  knowlege  of  the  author, 
and  efpecially  the  indefatigable  pa¬ 
tience,  the  activity  and  courage 
which  enabled  him  to  fur  mount  the 
many  difficulties  and  dangers  of  fuch 
an  enterprizc,  are  univerfally  ad¬ 
mired.— 

44  Befides  Haller’s  principal 
works  as  a  philofopber,  he  formed 
the  project  of  four  bibliothecas,  viz. 
of  anatomy,  botany,  forgery,  and 
the  practice  of  medicine.  lie  pub- 
liflied  his  fir  If  effay  of  this  kind  in 
a  commentary  on  the  method  of 
If  tidying  Boerhaave’s  fyftem  of  me¬ 
dicine.  In  this,  in  order  to  fpare 


his  readers  the  tedioufftefs  of  a  long 
lift  of  opinions  on  a  great  number 
of  authors,  in  which  it  would'  have 
been  difficult  to  have  avoided  either 
a  fartienefs  or  affectation,  he  con¬ 
trived  to  diftinguiftt  the  propor¬ 
tionate  merit  of  thefe  authors  by  a 
greater  or  fmallef  number  of  af- 
teriffes  :  arid  in  this  lift  he  compre¬ 
hended  even  living  writers.  We 
may  reafomably  fuppofe  that  very 
few  of  thefe  learned  men  were 
content  with  the  number  of  their 
afterifks  ;  though  we  cannot  pre¬ 
tend  to  fay  how  far  this  freedom  of 
Haller  increafed  the  lift  of  his 
enemies  and  critics. — > 

44  M.  de  Haller  hazarded,  at  this 
time,  his  importance  and  his  repofe. 
He  was  fertfible  of  the  rifk,  but  he 
did  not  hefitate.  In  delivering  thefe 
opinions,  his  end  was  to  dt  ermine 
what  guides  ftrould  be  ch  fen  by 
young-  men  who  detmi  to  enter  intd 
a  profelfton,  ill  which  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-creatures  are  intruded 
to  their  care  ;  and  he  efteemed  this 
to  be  one  of  thole  circum fiances, 
in  which  the  refolution  to  expofe 
ourfelves  to  that  hatred,  which  is 
often  excited  by  the  wounds'  given 
to  felf-love,  may  deferve  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  virtue. 

44  In  order  to  compofe  thefe  four 
bibliothecas,  it  was  neceffary  net 
only  to  form  extracts  of  every  thing 
that  was  ufeful  in  the  books  he  had 
read  j  but  that  he  fhould  alfo  give  ifi 
a  few  words  the  fubftance,  character 
and  merit  of  the  feveral  works. 
This  talent  implies  in  the  critic  not 
only  a  mind  equally  correct  and  re¬ 
gular,  but  alfo  the  art  of  exprefling 
his  opinions  with  propriety  and  con- 
cifenefs. 

44  A  review  of  new  publications 
had  been  for  fome  time  carried  oh. 
at  Gottingen,  by  a  few  private  per- 
fons.  It  appeared,  to  M.  de  Hal¬ 
ler,  of  fufficient  confequence  to 
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merit  the  attention  of  fuperior 
conductors ;  and,  under  his  au- 
fpices,  and  with  his  affiftance,  the 
execution  of  it  was  undertaken  by 
the  members  of  the  fociety. — 

44  In  the  whole  circle  of  medical 
fcience,  in  natural  hiftory,  phyfics, 
chemiftry,  metallurgy,  and  oeco- 
no'mics,  he  undertook  to  review  the 
different  articles,  and  executed  the 
talk  in  fuck  a  manner,  that  if  his 
original  works  had  not  already 
evinced  the  amazing'  extent  of  his 
erudition,  it  would  have  been  fully 
difplayed  in  this  literary  journal. 

44  He  excelled,  more  particular¬ 
ly,  as  a  reviewer  of  two  kinds  of 
writing.  The  fi rib  comprehended 
accounts  of  travels  and  voyages  in¬ 
to  remote  countries,  including  de- 
fcriptions  of  climates  and  foils  very 
different  from  our  own,  and  of  the 
genius,  difpofition,  and  manners  of 
the  people. — - 

44  The  other  clafs  confided  of 
collections  of  memoirs,  on  different 
fubjects,  fuch  as  the  tranfactions  of 
the  various  academies  and  focieties 
for  the  promotion  of  literature  and 
phiiofophy.  In  his  criticifms  011 
thefe  papers  he  delivered  his  judg¬ 
ment  in  fo  fuperior  a  manner,  that 
the  reader  muff  immediately  per¬ 
ceive  him  to  be  a  complete  matter 
of  every  fubject  he  invedigated. 

44  His  criticifms  on  hittorical  writ¬ 
ings  were  alfo  important  and  ju¬ 
dicious.  He  was  particularly  con- 
verfant  with  the  French  and  Englifii 
hiftorians,  and  feverely  cenfured 
the  levity  which  pervades  the 
writings  of  the  former.  He  was 
fo  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
conftitution  and  government  of 
Great  Britain,,  its  hiftory  and  laws, 
that  few  of  its  inhabitants  poffefs  a 
more  accurate  knowlege  of  thofe 
fubjects.  His  loyalty  to  the  king, 
and  attachment  to  the  royal  family, 
and  indeed  his  partiality  in  favour 
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of  the  Britifh  nation,  in  general, 
were  frequently  evinced  in  his  ftric* 
tures  on  modern  hiftorians. 

44  Nor  was  his  attention  confined 
to  the  more  important  concerns  of 
literature.  So  verfatile  was  his 
application,  that  he  even  conde¬ 
scended  to  read  and  criticife  ro¬ 
mances,  and  other  frivolous  publi¬ 
cations,  which,  at  ftrft  fight,  might 
appear  unworthy  his  attention  ;  but 
ferved,  perhaps,  efpecially  in  his 
more  advanced  years,  to  amufe  and 
relax  his  mind,  after  the  fatigue  of 
more  arduous  ft  tidies.  He  alfo  pro¬ 
cured  tranflations,  into  the  German 
language,  of  the  belt  foreign  books, 
and  embellifhed  them  by  prefaces, 
which  were,  frequently  elaborate 
and  replete  with  inftruction.— - 

44  He  availed  himfelf  of  his 
credit  with  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  to  procure  feveral  ufeful  in- 
ftitutions  for  the  univerfity,  over 
which  he  prefided.  Amongft  thefe 
was  a  fchool  for  furgery  ;  an  aca¬ 
demy  offeiences ;  a  hofpital  for  ly¬ 
ing-in-women,  in  which  the  art  of 
midwifery  is  taught ;  a  collection  of 
anatomical  preparations  ;  and  a 
fchool  for  delign,  where  the  pupils 
were  inftrinted  to  delineate,  with, 
preciiion  and  truth,  all  the  objects 
of  natural  hiftory.  This  laft  in- 
ftitution  is  hitherto  the  only  one  of 
its  kind ;  whereas,  academies  of 
painting  are  very  numerous.— 

44  By  Haller’s  folicitation,  the 
regency  of  Gottingen  was  prevailed 
on  to  build  a  reformed  church  for 
the  ufe  of  the  profeffors  and  ftudents 
of  the  proteftant  perfuafion,  and 
he  undertook  the  care  of  fuperin- 
tending  the  erection  of  the  edifice. 

44  The  intereft  which  he  felt  in 
promoting  the  knowlege  of  natural 
hiftory,  induced  him  to  join,  with 
other  literary  men,  in  a  project  for 
fending  Mr.  My  Hus  to  travel  in 
America,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
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obfervations  and  collections.  This 
n refill  defign  was  patrcmifed  by  fe- 
veral  princes,  and  though  it  was 
firib  deferred  by  the  levity,  and  af¬ 
terwards  totally  defeated  by  the 
death  of  this  ingenious  young  man, 
M.  de  Haller  mult  be  allowed  con- 
fiderable  merit  in  having'  zealoufiy 
flip  ported  a  fcheme,  which  has 
been  fince  put  in  execution  with  fo 
much  fuccefs. 

“  The  numerous'  fervices  he  had 
performed  to  the  city  of  Gottingen, 
merited  the  rewards  of  his  fove- 
reign,  wrho  beheld  his  projects  for 
rendering  that  place  flourifhing  and 
populous,  fucceed  beyond  his  hopes. 
His  Britannic  majefty  procured  for 
M.  Haller  the  rank  of  a  noble  of  the 
empire,  from  the  imperial  chancel¬ 
lor  ;  but  though  he  was  created  a 
baron,  and  has  been  generally  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  title,  he  always 
declined  it.— 

c<  Few  men  of  learning  have  re¬ 
ceived  fo  many  marks  of  confide- 
ration  from  their  contemporaries  as 
M.  Haller.  ’  He  was  invited  to  Ox¬ 
ford  upon  the  death  of  the  famous 
Dilleni  us,  wTho  had  expreffed  a  wifh 
upon  his  death-bed,  that  Haller 
might  fucceed  him.  When  Albirius 
was  nominated  one  of  the  deputies 
to  the  hates  general,  his  place  at 
Utrecht  was  offered  to  Haller  ;  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  alfo  propofed  to 
him  an  eftablifhment  at  Berlin,  on 
his  own  conditions. 

6i  He  refilled  all  thefe  folicita- 
tions,  and,  alter  an  abfence  of  fe- 
venteen  years,  returned  home  in 
the  year  1753.— 

<c  His  departure  from  it  had  pro¬ 
duced  the  effect  which  might  be  ex¬ 
pected.  The  fame  man,  who  was 
beheld  with  a  kind  of  terror  when 
prefent,  was  no  fooner  gone,  but 
he  was  regarded  as  the  honour  and 
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glory  of  his  country.  O11  a  vifit 
which  he  made  to  Berne,  u J  the 


year  1745,  he  was  elected  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  fovereign  council ;  a  title 
which  enabled  him  to  fill  feveral 
places  in  the  government.  One  of 
thefe  fell  to  him  by  lot  in  1753. — - 

“  The  government  of  Berne  had 
reafoti  to  congratulate  themfelves 
-on  the  acquiiition  of  a  member  fo 
proloundly  fkilled  in.  many  branches 
of  natural  philofophy  ;  and  he  was 
accordingly  employed  in  thofe  de¬ 
partments  where  inch  qualifications 
were  rcquifite. 

“■  The  adminiftration  of  the  fait 
works  was  brought  to  perfection  by 
Haller,  not,  as  might  be  imagined, 
by  increaling  the  revenue  arifing 
from  them,  but  by  rendering  the 
works  lefs  burthenfbme  to  the  pub« 
lie.  By  ieffening  the  price  of  fait, 
he  promoted  the  imereits  of  the 
people,  and  he  paid  a  itriCt  attention 
to  their  health,  by  neglecting  no 
means  of  rendering  this  neceiTaty 
article  more  pure  and  free  from 
adulteration.  He  diligently  at¬ 
tended  to  the  eltablifhment  of  an 
hofpitai  for  orphans,  where  they 
might  receive  fuch  found  education, 
as  would  render  them  ufeful  mem* 
bers  to  the  lfate.  — 

44  Fie  likewife  laid  a  plan  for  a 
fchool,  defigned  for  the  education 
of  the  opulent  citizens  5  whefe  they 
might  be  qualified  to  fill  the  prin¬ 
cipal  offices  of  the  republic,  and 
might  be  inftruCfed,  not  fo  much 
in  thofe  points,  which  the  gram¬ 
marians  of  the  feventeenth  century 
effeemed  the  moft  efiential  branches 
of  education,  as  in  thofe  which 
the  philofophers  and  men  of  learn¬ 
ing,  of  the  prefent  age,  have  judged 
to  be  efiential  to  the  interefls  of 
humanity. — 

M.  de  Haller  alfo  had  a  feat, 
for  fome  time,  in  the  fupremc  con- 
lifiory,  and  in  the  chambet  of  ap¬ 
peals  for  the  German  part  of  tbs 
canton,  the  fentences  of  which 

tribunal 


MEMOIRS  OF  ALBERT-  DE  HALLER,  Uff 


tribunal  can  be  reverfed  only  by  the 
fovereign  council.  And,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  troubles  at  Geneva, 
and  the  projedt  approved  by  the 
French  miniflry,  of  building  a 
town  and  port  at  Verfoix,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  he 
was  appointed,  with  three  other 
members  of  the  grand  council,  to 
act  in  conjundtion  with  the  fecret 
council  of  hate.  He  was  called  on 
to  take  a  part  in  thefe  important  con¬ 
cerns,  from  the  high  opinion  his 
fellow  citizens  entertained  of  his 
zeal,  and  he  fully  juftified  their 
confidence  by  the  mod  fpirited  ex¬ 
ertions  of  his  abilities.  His  pen 
was  alfo  employed  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  in  drawing  up  various  hate 
memoirs,  and  writing  letters  on 
public  occafions.  Among  other  pa¬ 
pers  of  a  public  nature,  he  was  the 
author  of  the  dire&ions  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  epidemic  diforder  among 
the  homed  cattle,  and  of  the  me¬ 
thods  for  recovering  to  life  perfons 
who  had  been  drowned  or  fufFo- 
cated. 

44  Unaccuhomed  to  admit  of  any 
opinion,  without  recurring  to  firlf 
principles,  and  collecting  all  his 
ideas  on  the  fubjeCt  by  methodically 
committing  them  to  writing,  he 
had  not  been  long  concerned  in  the 
government,  before  he  had  formed 
a  regular  and  complete  fyhem  of 
political  ceconomy.  This  fyhem 
he  delivered  in  three  publications, 
comprifed  in  the  form  of  ro¬ 
mances.-— 

“  His  attention,  however,  to  his 
duties  as  a  magihrate,  did  not  en¬ 
tirely  take  him  off  from  his  phyficai 
purfuits.  His  experiments  on  in¬ 
cubated  eggs  were  made  at  Berne  ; 
he  diligently  employed  himfelf  in 
completing  his  phyfiology,  ar* 
ranging  his  bibliothecas,  and  col¬ 
lecting  his  fcattered  works  under 
different  titles  |  he  continued  to 
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fend  memoirs  to  moh  of  the  learned 
focieties  of  which  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  :  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  re* 
cite  the  tides  of  thefe  papers  ;  but 
fuch  was  their  merit,  that  they 
would  of  themfelvcs  furnilh  ma^ 
terials  for  the  eulogium  of  any 
other  perfon.  He  alfo  furnifhed 
the  fuppiements  to  the  Encyclope-* 
die,  with  articles  on  the  fubjedls  of 
anatomy,  medicine  and  phyfiology. 
That  exteniive  knovvlege,  and  deep 
penetration,  which  diflinguifti  all 
his  phyficai  works,  are  ftill  more 
finking  in  thefe  articles,  in  which 
the  nature  of  his  work  obliged  him 
to  infert  a  greater  number  of  ideas 
in  a  frnall  compafs,  and  the  reader 
is  at  once  ailonifhed  at  the  preci- 
fion  and  elegance  of  his  ftyle.  In 
fome  frnall  traCls  which  he  wrote  in 
French,  wedifeovera  gravity  and 
flrength.  of  diCtion,  joined  to  a 
purity  of  language,  and  propriety 
of  expreffion,  which  would  have 
been  meritorious  even  in  a  French¬ 
man,  Mid  cannot  be  fufficiently  ad¬ 
mired  in  a  foreigner  ;  and  he  enjoys 
ed  the  peculiar  diflinction  of  being  a 
great  poet  in  the  German,  and  an 
eminent  profe  writer  in  the  French, 
language.— 

44  As  perpetual  prefident  of  the 
academy  of  Gottingen,  he  remitted 
not,  during  his  abience,  bis  atten¬ 
tion  to  their  intereffs.  And  his 
Britannic  majefty,  on  the  death  of 
M.de  Mofheim,  offered  Haller  th& 
chancellorfliip  of  the  univerfity* 
Being  warmly  folicited  by  the  re* 
gencyof  Hanover  to  accept  of  that 
office,  and  divided  between  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  country,  and  the 
proper  gratitude  he  owed  to  hi» 
royal  patron,  he  communicated  the; 
offers  that  had  been  made  him^  to 
the  fovereign  council  of  Berne* 
The  republic,  defirous  of  retaining,, 
and  fixing  him  more  firmly  to  the 
fervice  of  the  date,  affuxed  him  of 
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their  wifh,  and  fettled  a  penfion  on 
him  for  his  lite.  He  preferred  this 
invitation  to  the  greater  advantages 
lie  might  have  received,  abroad  ; 
and  made  ufe  of  it  as  an  apology  to 
the  regency  of  Hanover  His  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  himfelf  having  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  republic  to  demand  him, 
the  propofal  was  declined  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  moil  iatisfaflory  to  him. 

44  He  afterwards  excufed  himfelf 
to  lord  Marfhal  Keith,  who  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  offered 
him  the  chancellorfhip  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Halle,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  celebrated  Wolf  ;  and 
Hkewifeto  count  cROrlow,  whopro- 
pofed  to  him  an  eilabliiliment  at 
Peterfburgh.  The  king  of  Sweden 
fent  him  the  order  of  the  Polar 
Star,  and  the  warm  terms,  in  which 
M.  le  count  de  Scheffer  allured  him 
©f  the  efleem  of  his  majefly,  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  value  of  the  favour. 

44  AH  the  learned  focieties  in 
Europe  vied  with  each  other  in 
evincing  their  regard  for  him. 
The  academy  of  fcicnces  at  Paris, 
who  can  only  difpofe  of  eight 
places  in  favour  of  foreigners,  be¬ 
llowed  one  of  them  on  M.  Haller 
in  1754,  the  count  d*Argenfon 
acquainted  him  of  his  nomination* 
No  lefsthan  thirteen  other  literary 
academies  or  focieties,  after  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Berne,  were  defirous  of  in- 
iertinghis  name  in  the  lift  of  their 
members. 

44  Such  was  the  efleem  with 
which  he  was  regarded  wherever  the 
fciences  were  cultivated,  that  all 
It  rangers,  even  the  fovereign  prin¬ 
ces  who  travelled  into  Switzerland, 
paid  a  kind  of  homage  to  his  repu¬ 
tation  and  learning,  by  perfonally 
viiitmg  him*.  During  his  laft  ill- 
nefs,  he  was  honoured  by  the  com¬ 
pany  of  that  illuflrious  traveller,  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  who  remain¬ 


ed  a  confident  Ac  time  with  him  lit 
fa m iliar  co n v  e r fa  lion. 

44  M.  de  Haller  was  born  with  a 
delicate  coniKtution,  which  he  had 
flrengthened  by  temperance. — 

44  it  has  been  already  mentioned 
that  he  was  fubjedt  to  inflammatory 
diforders,  and  he  had  alfo  buffered 
feveral  attacks  of  the  gout  ;  but  in 
the  laft  years  of  his  life  he  was  af° 
fHdled  with  a  dileafe  in  his  bladder, 
which  proved  fatal  to  him,  after  a 
long  continued  feries  of  moft  excru- 
elating  pain.  Opium  was  the  only 
medicine  that  afforded  him  any 
relief ;  and  if  it  mu  ft  be  allowed 
that  it  fhortened  his  days,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  mitigated  the  torments  of  the 
latter  part  of  his  life.  It  was  even 
happy  for  him  that  opium,  which 
generally  benumbs  or  difturbs  our 
faculties,  did  not  deprive  him  of  the 
power  to  purfue  his  ftudies.  But 
a  few  days  before  his  death,  he 
employed  himfelf  in  his  favourite 
occupation  of  re-touching  his  works; 
and  though  reduced  for  a  long  time 
to  the  neceffity  of  confining  himfelf 
to  his  houfe,  and  even  to  his  room, 
he  continued  to  enjoy  the  fociety  of 
his  friends.  And  in  this  Situation 
he  received  the  befl  recompence  of 
a  good  father  of  a  family,  in  the  affec¬ 
tionate  and  conftant  attention  of  his 
wife  and  children. 

46  In  the  midft  of  thefe  fuffe rings*  1 
he  put  the  finifhing  hand  to  his  i 
phyfiology  ;  and  he  drew  up  a  re¬ 
gular  journal  of  his  diforder,  which 
he  fent  to  the  academy  of  Gottin¬ 
gen,— 

44  M.  de  Haller  perceived  the 
approach  of  death,  and  confiding 
firmly  in  that  God  whom  he  had  faith¬ 
fully  ferved,  and  prepared  to  render 
to  him  an  account  of  a  life  which  had 
been  fpent  in  the  ftudy  of  nature, 
and  in  doing  good  to  his  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  he  looked  forward  to  his  dif- 

fblusioJ* 
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fekition  without  difmay  or  im¬ 
patience. 

44  He  defired  his  friend  and  phy- 
iician,  M.  RofTelet,  not  to  conceal 
from  him  his  real  Situation  ;  and 
this  gentleman  ventured  to  tell  him 

o 

that  the  autumn  of  1777  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  the  period  of  his  exiftence,, 
Haller  exhibited  no  fig  ns  of  fear  at 
the  information  ;  continued  his 
ufual  modes  of  life  ;  and  in  his  la'ffc 
moments  employed  himfelf  in  mark¬ 
ing'  the  decay  of  his  organs;  He 
felt  his  pulfe  from  time  to  time  : 
154  My  friend/’  faid  he,  toM.  Rof* 
felet,  with  great  tranquillity1,  44  the 
artery  no  longer  beats,”  and  imme¬ 
diately  he  expired.  He  was  ga¬ 
thered  to  his  fathers,  at  the  age  of 
fixty-nine  year's,  on  the  12th  day 
bf  December,  1 777.  Humanity 
had,  in  this  year,  reafon  to  deplore 
the  lofs  of  fe'veral  extraordinary 
men,  who  feemed  born  to  explain 
or  defend  her  rights.  In  lefs  than 
eight  months  file  loft  Juffieu,  Hal¬ 
ler,  Linnaeus,  Voltaire,  and  Rouf- 
feati.  Surely  never  was  there  an 
asra  equally  fatal  to  fcience  and  lite¬ 
rature,  nor  did  they  ever,  in  fo 
Ihort  a  fpace  of  time,  experience 
fuch  great  and  multiplied  Ioffes. 

46  Mb  de.  Halier  was  ihoft  agree¬ 
able  in  conversation.  His  elocu¬ 
tion  was  free*  ftrong,  and  concife  ; 
and  his  knowlege  raoft  diftinguifh- 
edly  diverfified.  His  irhmenfe  read¬ 
ing,  fertile  and  faithful  memory, 
and  found  judgment,  gave  fatisfac- 
tion  to  men  of  all  difpofitions.  He 
was  fu  peri  or  to  the  affectation  of 
wit  ;  and  dlfdained  to  make  a  pa¬ 
rade  of  the  knowlege  he  pofiefled. 
His  foul  was  gentle,  and  his  heart 
replete  with  feniibility.-— 

44  Religion  was  the  objedt  of  his 
moft  ferious  inquiries,  even  from 
his  earlieft  youth.— 

44  Perfuaded  of  a  future  life,  he 
waited  with  confidence  for  that  con- 


fummation  which  fiiall  diffipate  the 
mifts  of  human  wifdom,  and  dif- 
play  to  us  the  univerfe  fuch  as  it 
actually  is,  by  the  light  of  a  new 
luminary,  emanating  from  the  di¬ 
vinity  himfelf. — It  was  impoffible 
that  a  fpirit  thus  elevated,  and 
conftantly  employed  in  refearches 
after  truth,  could  negledt  to  inquire 
into  that  moft  important  one,  the 
religion  of  his  anceftors  and  of  his 
country.  Convinced  of  the  reality 
of  revelation,  by  diligently  Undy¬ 
ing  the  feriptures,  he  could  not  be¬ 
hold,  with  indifference,  any  attacks 
on  this  fundamental  law,  this 
ftrongeft  band  of  fociety  ;  and,  at 
a  time,  when  other  illuftrious  men 
proftituted  their  fame  and  talents  in 
making  dangerous  attacks  upon  re¬ 
ligion,  he  thought  it  his  dutv  to  eri- 
ter  the  lifts  as  her  avowed  champion 
and  defender. 

44  Few  learned  men  have  been 
born  with  fo  adlive  a  difpofition, 
and  few  have  loft  fo  little  time  as 
Haller.  His  life  was  fpent  in  hij 
library,  furrounded  by  his  pupils, 
by  his  friends,  by  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  bis  children  and  his  wife, 
whom  he  had  infpired  with  a  tafti 
for  the  fciehces,  and  who  all  were 
employed,  under  his  infpedftion, 
either  in  making  extracts  from 
books,  or  delineating  plants  and 
animals, 

44  A  confiderable  ihefeafe  in  his 
bulk,  weak  eyes,  and  the  habit 
of  writing  in  fo  fmall  a  character, 
as  to  be  almoft  illegible,  neceffarily 
rendered  application  to  literary  pur- 
fuits  more  difficult.  Yet  fo  abfolute 
was  the  dominion  of  his  tafte  for 
ftudy,  that  he  eoidd.nbt  abftafr 
from  writing  and  reading;  without 
refer ve,  immediately  after  his  meals, 
and  at  unfeafonable  Hours  of  the 
night.  His  impatience  was  even  fo 
greit  undef  the  ecnftrained  abfti- 
JJCfice  from  fhsfe  purfuits,  which 

Q  z  fickne.Cs 
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ficknefs  fometimes  occafioned,  that 
he  appeared  more  anxious  to  cur¬ 
tail  the  duration,  than  to  eradicate 
the  principles  of  his  malady.  Nay, 
fuch  was  his  activity,  that  once, 
tvhen  he  had  broken  his  right  arm* 
the  furgeon,  when  vifit’ng  him  the 
next  morning,  was  furpriled  to  find 
him  writing,  with  furficient  facility, 
with  his  left  hand.  And  it  is  fur- 
prifing,  that  writh  fuch  intenfe  ap¬ 
plication,  he  fhould  arrive  at  fo  ad¬ 
vanced  an  age  :  for  his  whole  life 
was,  in  the  firidleft  fenfe,  one  con¬ 
tinued  facrifice  or  his  pleafures  and 
health  to  his  love  of  fcience. 

44  M.  de  Plaller  was,  in  his  per- 
fon,  tall  and  well  proportioned. 
His  countenance,  which  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  ferious  caft,  from  his  fnort 
fight,  and  the  habitual  tenfion  of 
his  mufcles,  was  full  of  exprefiion, 
and  changed  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  energy  in  the  ideas  which 
occupied  his  mind. 

44  M.  de  Haller  had  eleven  chil- 
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dren.  One  of  his  Tons,  who  h  a 
member  of  the  fovereign  council  of 
Berne,  treads  in  the  Heps  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  and,  like  him,  is  occupied  in 
the  cultivation  of  fcience,  and  the 
fervice  of  his  country, 

44  M.  Haller’s  place,  as  a  fo¬ 
reign  afi'ociate,  in  the  French  aca¬ 
demy  of  fciences,  was  fupplied  by 
M.  Troncbin,  who  had  likewife 
been  a  difciple  of  the  celebrated 
Boerhaave.- — 

44  His  valuable  library,  con  lifting 
of  1  3  5 1  z  volumes,  on  the  fubjedfs 
of  anatomy,  furgery,  the  practice 
of  phyfic,  botany  and  natural  hif- 
tory,  including  his  diaries,  herba¬ 
ria  viva,  and  near  1 50  manufcripts, 
moftly  written  with  his  own  hand, 
was  offered  to  fale  to  fome  of  the 
London  bookfellors,  a  number  of 
whom  agreed  to  unite  in  treating 
for  it.  But  before  they  had  taken 
any  farther  meafures,  it  was  pur- 
chafed  by  that  truly  patriotic  mo* 
narch,  the  emperor  of  Germany.” 
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[Extracted  from  Dr.  KtppisL  Life  of  that  Gentleman,  prefixed  to  the 
late  Edition  of  Sir  John’s  Six  Discourses,  delivered  before  th« 
Royal  Society,  on  Six  Annual  Alignments  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s 


Medal.] 

u  OIR  John  Pringle  was  born  at 
*3  Stichel-Houfe,  in  the  county 
of  Roxburgh,  North  Britain,  on 
the  icth  of  Aptil,  1707.  His  fa¬ 
ther  was  fir  John  Pringle  of  Sticiiel, 
baronet,  and  his  mother,  whofe 
name  was  Magdalen  Eliott,  was 
filter  to  fit  Gilbert  Eliott,  of  Stobs, 
baronet.  Both  the  families  from 
which  he  defcended  were  very  an- 
tient  and  honourable  ones  in  the 
fouth  of  Scotland,  and  were  in  great 
efieem  for  their  attachment  to  the 
religion  and  liberties  of  their  coun- 

3  i 


try,  and  for  their  piety  and  virtue 
in  private  life.  He  was  the  young- 
efi  of  feveral  Tons,  three  of  whom, 
befides  himfelf,  arrived  to  years  of 
maturity.  His  grammatical  educa¬ 
tion  he  received  at  home,  under  a 
private  tutor ;  and  after  having 
made  fuch  a  progrefs  as  qualified 
him  for  academical  lludies,  he  wa» 
removed  to  the  univerfity  of  Su 
Andrews,  where  he  wras  put  under 
the  immediate  care  of  Mr.  Francis 
Pringle,  profefior  of  Greek  in  ths 
college^  and  a  near  relation  of  his 

father. 
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father.  Having  continued  here 
fome  years,  he  went  to  Edinburgh, 
in  October  1727,  for  the  purpofe  of 
ftudying  phyiic,  that  being  the  pro- 
fefiion  which  he  was  now  determined 
to  follow.  At  Edinburgh,  how¬ 
ever,  he  hayed  only  one  year,  the 
reafon  of  which  was,  that  he  was 
defirous  of  going  to  Leyden,  at  that 
time  the  moil  celebrated  fchool  of 
medicine  in  Europe.  Dr.  Boerhaave, 
who  had  fo  eminently  contributed 
to  bring  that  univerfity  into  reputa¬ 
tion,  was  confiderably'  advanced  in 
years  ;  and  Mr.  Pringle  was  unwil¬ 
ing,  by  delay,  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
the  danger  of  lofing  the  benefit  of 
that  great  man’s  lectures.— 

44  Whilft  he  ftudied  at  Leyden, 
he  contracted  an  intimate  friendship 
with  Van  Swieten,  who  afterwards 
became  fo  famous  at  Vienna,  both 
by  his  practice  and  writings.  Van 
Swieten  was  not  only  Mr.  Pringle’s 
acquaintance  and  fellow  ftudent  at 
the  univerfity,  but  alfo  his  phy- 
iician,  when  he  happened  to  be  feiz- 
ed  there  with  a  fit  of  ficknefs.  Ne¬ 
vertheless,  he  did  not  owe  his  re¬ 
covery  to  his  friend’s  advice :  for 
V an  Swieten  having  refufed  to  give 
him  the  bark,  another  prefcribed  it, 
and  Mr.  Pringle  was  cured.  When 
he  had  gone  through  his  proper 
courfe  of  ftudies  at  Leyden,  he  was 
admitted,  on  the*  20th  of  July, 
1730,  to  his  doclor  of  phyfic’s  de¬ 
gree.  Plis  inaugural  differtation, 
which,  according  to  cuftom,  was 
printed,  was  44  de  marcore  fenili 
and  his  diploma  was  figned,  befides 
the  other  profefibrs  of  the  univer¬ 
fity,  by  Boerhaave,  Albinus,  and 
Gravefande  ;  names  of  great  cele¬ 
brity,  not  only  in  the  medical 
world,  but  among  the  learned  in 
general. 

41  Upon  quitting  Leyden,  Dr, 
Pringle  fettled  as  a phy  fician  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  whpre  he  gained  the  ef- 


teem  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  city* 
and  of  the  profieffors  of  the  college* 
by  his  abilities  and  good  conduit. 
Though  his  fludies  might  princi¬ 
pally  be  confined  to  his  own  profef- 
Jion,  this  was  act  fo  entirely  the  cafe, 
but  that  he  could  find  time  for 
paying  a  confiderable  degree  of  at¬ 
tention  to  other  objects,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  thofe  highly  important 
ones,  natural  religion  and  morality. 
Such,  it  is  certain,  was  his  known 
acquaintance  with  ethical  fubjedts* 
that,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1734, 
he  was  appointed, by  the  magiftrates, 
and  council  of  the  city  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  to  be  joint  profeiTor  of 
pneumatics  and  moral  philofophy 
with  Mr.  Scott,  during  the  faid  Mr. 
Scott’s  life,  and  foie  profeftor  there¬ 
of  after  his  deceafe  ;  and,  in  confe« 
quence  of  this  appointment,  Dr. 
Pringle  was  admitted,  on  the  fame 
day,  a  member  of  the  univerfity.-— 

k4  Dr,  Pringle  continued  in  the 
practice  of  phyfic  at  Edinburgh, 
and  in  performing  the  obligations  of 
his  profefforfhip,  till  1742,  when 
he  was  appointed  phy  fician  to  the 
earl  of  Stair,  who  then  commanded 
the  Britifh  army,  For  this  appoint¬ 
ment  he  was  chiefly  indebted  to  his 
friend  Dr.  Stevenfon,  an  eminent 
phyftcian  at  Edinburgh,  who  had, 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  lord 
Stair.  — 

“  By  the  intereft  of  this  noble- 
* 

man,  Dr.  Pringle  was  conftituted, 
on  the  24th  of  Auguft  1742,  phy* 
fician  to  the  military  hofpital  in 
Flanders  ;  and  it  was  provided  in 
the  com  million,  tha‘  he  fhculd  re¬ 
ceive  a  falary  of  twenty  fhillings  a 
day,  and  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for 
life.  Pie  did  not,  on  this  occafion, 
refign  hisprofeflorfhip  of  moral  phi¬ 
lofophy.  The  univerfity  permit¬ 
ted  him  to  retain  it,  and  MeffrsP 
Muirhead  and  C leghorn  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  teach  in  his  absence.  The 
C  3  fame 
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fame  indulgence  was  granted  him, 
from  year  to  year,  as  long  as  he 
continued  to  requeft  it. 

44  The  eminent  attention  which 
Dr.  Pringle  paid  to  his  duty  as  an 
army  phyfician,  is  a  matter  that  re¬ 
quires  no  enlargement  in  this  place. 
It  is  a  fa<5i  fo  generally  known,  and 
fo  uni ver Tally  acknowleged,  that  it 
cannot  admit  of  a  debate  or  a  doubt ; 
and  were  there  no  other  teftimony, 

It  would  be  amply  apparent  from 
every  page  of  his  Treadle  on  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Army.— 

44  At  the  battle  of  Detringen, 
Dr.  Pringle  was  in  a  coach  with 
lord  Carteret  during  the  whole  time 
cl  the  engagement,  and  the  fitua-% 
tion  they  were  placed  in  was  dan-' 
gerous.  They  had  been  taken  at 
unawares,  and  were  kept  betwixt  the 
fire  of  the  line  in*  front,  a  French 
battery  on  the  lefr,  and  a  wood  full 
of  huflars  on  the  right.  The  coach 
was  occafionally  fhifted,  to  avoid 
being  in  the  eye  of  the  battery. 

44  Soon  after  this  event,  Dr.  Prin¬ 
gle  met  with  no  fmall  affiidtion  in 
the  retirement  of  his  great  friend> 
the  earl  of  Stair,  from  the  army. 
He  offered  to  refign  with,  his  noble 
patron  ;  but  that  generous  and  li¬ 
beral  minded  commander  not  per¬ 
mitting  him  to  think  of  it  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  he  was  obliged  to  content 
himfelf  with  teftifying  his  refpedt 
and  gratitude  to  his  lordfhip,  by 
accompanying  him  forty  miles  on 
his  return  to  England  ;  after  which 
he  took  leave  of  him  with  the  ut- 
moft  regret. 

44  But  though  Dr.  Pringle  was 
thus  deprived  of  the  immediate  pro¬ 
tection  of  a  nobleman  who  knew 
and  efteemed  his  worth,  his  conduct 
in  the  duties  of  his  ftation  procured 
him  effectual  fupport.  He  attended 
the  army,  in  Flanders,  through 
the  campaign  or  1744,  and  fo 
powerfully  recommended  himfelf  to 
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the  duke  of  Cumberland,  that,  la 
the  fpring  following,  on  the  nth 
of  March,  he  had  a  commiffion 
from  his  royal  highnefs,  appointing 
him  phyfician.  general  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  forces  in  the  Low  Countries, 
and  parts  beyond  the  feas  :  and  on 
the  next  day  he  received  a  fecond 
commiffion  from  the  duke,  by  which 
he  was  conftituted  phyfician.  to  the 
royal  hofpitals  in  the  lame  court « 
tries. 

44  Hitherto  Dr.  Pringle  had  no£ 
been  certain  whether  he  might  not 
find  reafon  to  return  to  the  duties  ot 
his  flation  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  his 
medical  practice  in  that  city.  But 
no  fooner  was  he  alfured  of  the 
promotions  we  have  juft  mentioned, 
than  he  thought  proper  to  refign 
his  profefforfhip  of  Pneumatics  and 
Moral  Philofophy.-— 

u  In  1745,  he  was  with  the  army 
in  Flanders,  but  was  recalled  from 
that  country,  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year,  to  attend  the  forces  which 
were  to  be  fent  againft  the  rebels  in 
Scotland.  At  this  time  he  had  the 
honour  of  being  chofen  a  fellow  ot 
the  Royal  Society.  The  eledion 
was  on  the  30th  of  October,  and 
the  fociety  had  reafon  to  be  pleafed 
with  the  addition  of  a  member,  who 
was  earnefily  devoted  to  the  purfuit 
of  fcience  in  general,  and  who  had 
the  reputation  and  intereft  of  natu¬ 
ral  and  experimental  philofophy 
particularly  at  heart.  How  well  he 
merited  the  diftindtion  conferred  up¬ 
on  him,  will  hereafter  appear. 

44  Dr.  Pringle,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1746,  accompanied,  in 
his  official  capacity,  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  in  his  expedition  againft 
the  rebels,  and  remained  with  the 
forces,  after  the  battle  of  Culloden, 
till  their  return  to  England,  in  the 
middle  of  Align  ft.  We  do  not  find 
that  he  was  in  Flanders  during  any 
part  of  that  year.  In  1747  and  1748, 
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lie  again  attended  the  army  abroad  ; 
and  in  the  autumn  of  17485  he  em¬ 
barked  with  the  forces  for  England, 
upon  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle.  From  that 
time  he  principally  refided  in  Lon¬ 
don,  where,  from  his  known  fkill 
and  experience,  and  the  reputation 
be  had  acquired,  he  might  reafon- 
ably  expert  to  fucceed  as  a  phy¬ 
fician. — - 

44  In  the  month  of  April,  1749, 
Dr.  Pringle  was  appointed  phyfician 
in  ordinary  to  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  ot  Cumberland.  In  1 7  t;o, 
he  publifhed,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Mead,  44  Obfervations  on  the  Tail 
or  Hofpltal  Fever.”  This  piece,  which 
paffed  through  two  editions,  and 
was  occafioned  by  the  jaibdiftemper 
that  broke  out  at  that  time  in  the 
city  of  London,  was  well  received 
by  the  medical  world,  though  he 
himfelf  afterwards  confidered  it  as 
having  been  haftily  written.  After 
fupplying  fome  things  that  w-ere 
omitted,  and  rectifying  certain  mif- 
takes  that  were  made  in  it,  he  in¬ 
cluded  it  i.n  his  grand  work  on  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Army,  where  it  con¬ 
fitures  the  feyenth  chapter  of  the 
third  part  of  that  treatife. 

44  It  was  in  the  fame  year,  that 
Dr.  Pringle  be  gan  to  communicate 
to  the  Royal  Society  his  famous 
*4  Experiments  upon  feptic  and  an- 
tifeptic  fubilances,  with  remarks  re¬ 
lating  to  their  ufe  in  the  theory  of 
medicine.”  Tbefe  experiments, 
which  comprehended  feveral  papers, 
were  read  at  different  meetings  of  the 
fociety  j  the  firft  in  June,  and  the 
two  next  in  the  November  follow¬ 
ing  :  three  more  in  the  courfeof  the 
year  1751  ;  and  the  lad,  fin  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1732.  Only  the  three  firft: 
numbers  were  printed  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  Tran  factions  ;  the  reafon  of 
which  was,  that  Dr.  Pringle  had 
fubjojned  the  whole,  by  way  of  ap¬ 


pendix,  to  his  44  Obfervations  on 
the  Difeafes  of  the  Army  for  it 
is  a  general  rule  with  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  to  infert,  in  their  journals, 
none  of  thofe  papers  which,  having 
been  read  before  them,  are  after¬ 
wards  publifhed  by  the  authors  theni- 
felves. 

44  The  experiments  upon  feptic 
and  antifeptic  fubftances,  which 
have  accompanied  every  fubfequent 
edition  of  the  treatife  juft  mentioned, 
procured  for  our  ingenious  phyfician 
the  honour  of  fir  Godfrey  Copley’s 
gold  medal,  Befides  this,  they 
gained  him  a  high  and  juft  reputa¬ 
tion,  as  an  experimental  philofo- 
pher  ;  and,  perhaps,  have  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  contributed  to  promote  that  ar¬ 
dent  fpirit  of  enquiry  into  the  che¬ 
mical  powers  and  properties  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  hath  lately  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fuch  wonderful  difeo- 

m 

veries. 

44  But  though  the  papers  now 
fpecified  were  Dr.  Pringle’s  chief 
communications  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  ;  the  communications  that 
were  the  moft  important  in  thern- 
feves,  and  on  which  his  philofophi- 
cal  fame  was  principally  founded  ; 
they  were  not  the  foie  evidences  of 
his  folicitude,  whilffc  only  a  private 
member  of  that  learned  body,  to 
carry  on  the  purpofes  of  its  inftitu- 
tion.  Not  again  to  relume  the  fub- 
jeCt,  we  fliall  here  mention  feveral 
inftances  befides  of  his  attention  to 
natural  knowlege,  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  us,  in  looking  over  the 
Philofophical  Tranfabtions,  and 
other  publications. 

44  In  February,  1753,  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  fociety  an  44  Account 
of  feveral  perfons  feiwed  with  the 
Gaol  Fever  by  working  in  Newgate, 
and  of  the  manner  by  which  the  in¬ 
fection  was  communicated  to  one 
entire  family.”  This  is  a  very  cu¬ 
rious  paper  j  and  was  deemed  of 

C  4  fuch 
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fuch  importance  by  the  excellent 
Dr.  Stephen  Hales,  that  he  requeu¬ 
ed  the  author’s  permiffion  to  have  it 
publifhed,  for  the  common  good  of 
the  kingdom,  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine  ;  where  it  was  accordingly 
printed,  previoufly  to  its  appearance 
in  the  Tranfadfions.  Dr.  Pringle’s 
next  communication  was,  “  A  re¬ 
markable  cafe  of  fragility,  flexibi¬ 
lity,  and  diflolution  of  the  bones.” 
In  the  forty-ninth  volume  of  the 
Tranfadtions,  we  meet  with  accounts 
which  he  had  given  of  an  earthquake 
felt  at  Bruflels  ;  of  another  at  Glaf- 
gow  and  Dunbarton  ;  and  of  the 
agitation  of  the  waters,  on  the  firth 
or  November,  1756,  in  Scotland 
and  at  Hamburgh.  The  fiftieth 
volume  contains  obfervations,  by 
him,  on  the  cafe  of  lord  Walpole, 
of  Woolterton  ;  and  a  relation  of 
the  virtues  of  foap,  in  dilfolving 
the  ftone,  as  experienced  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Matthew  Simfon.  The 
next  volume  is  enriched  with  two  of 
the  doctor’s  articles,  of  conflderable 
length,  as  well  as  value.  In  the 
firft,  he  hath  colledted,  digefied,  and 
related  the  different  accounts  that 
had  been  given  of  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  fiery  meteor,  which  appear¬ 
ed  011  Sunday,  the  26th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1758,  between  eight  and  nine 
at  night  ;  and,  in  the  fecond,  he 
hath  made  a  variety  of  remarks  upon 
the  whole,  wherein  is  c’ifplayed  no 
fmall  degree  of  philofophical  far 
.gacity.-— 

44  On  the  14th  of  April,  1752, 
f)r.  Pringle  married  Charlotte,  the 
fecond  daughter  of  Dr.  Oliver,  an 
eminent  phyfician  at  Bath,  and  who 
had  long  been  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
feflipn  in  that  city.  This  connec¬ 
tion  di<d  not  laft  long  5  the  lady  dy* 
ing  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years. 

f-4  Nearly  about  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  Dr.  Pringle  gaye  to  the 
public  the  flrii  edition  of  his  4  4  Ob-" 


fervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Army”  It  was  reprinted,  in  the 
year  following,  with  fome  ad¬ 
ditions.  To  the  third  edition,  which, 
was  greatly  improved  from  the  far¬ 
ther  experience  the  author  had 
gained  by  attending  the  camps,  for 
three  feafons,  in  England,  an  ap¬ 
pendix  was  annexed,  in  anfwer  to 
fome  remarks  thatprofeflbr  deHaen, 
of  Vienna,  and  M.  G  aber,  of  Turin, 
had  made  on  the  work.  The  like 
attention  was  paid  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  treatife,  in  every  fubfe- 
quent  edition.  From  more  mature 
reflection,  from  the  additional  ex¬ 
perience  afforded  bv  his  private  prac¬ 
tice,  and  from  his  intercourfe  with 
the  medical  gentlemen  who  had  baen 
employed  in  the  hofpitals  abroad, 
in  different  climates,  during  the  late 
war,  Dr  Pringle  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  exprcffing,  with  greater  con¬ 
fidence,  fome  of  his  former  obferva¬ 
tions  ;  and  of  omitting  others, 
which  he  had  advanced  without 
fufficient  foundation.  The  work  is 
divided  into  three  parts  ;  the  firflof 
which,  being  principally  hifiorical, 
may  be  read  with  plea fu re  by  every 
gentleman.  The  latter  parts  lie 
more  within  the  province  of  phyfi- 
cians.  They  alone  are  the  belt 
judges  of  the  merit  of  the  perform¬ 
ance  ;  and  to  its  merit  the  moll  de¬ 
cisive  and  ample  teflimonies  have 
been  given.  It  hath  gone  through 
feven  editions  at  home ;  and,  abroad, 
it  has  been  tranflated  into  the 
French,  the  German,  and  the 
Italian  languages.  Scarcely  any 
medical  writer  had  mentioned  it, 
wtthout  fome  tribute  of  applaufe, 
Ludwig,  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
his  4t  Commentarii  de  Rebus  in 
Scientia  Naturali  et  Medicina  gef- 
tis,”  fpeaks  of  it  highly  ;  and  gives 
an  account  of  it,  which  compre¬ 
hends  fixteen  pages.  The  cele^ 
brated  and  eminent  baron  De  Hal¬ 
ler, 
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ler,  in  his  Bibliotheca  Anatomica, 
with  a  particular  relerence  to  the 
treatife  we  are  fpeaking  of,  ftiles 
the  author  4  Vir  alluftris —  de 
omnibus  bonis  ambus  bene  meri- 
tus.” 

44  It  would  be  eafy  to  produce  a 
number  of  encomiums  of  a  fimilar 
kind  ;  but  it  is  the  lefs  neceflary  to 
multiply  them,  as  the  excellence 
of  Dr*  Pringle’s  work  is  fo 
generally  acknowleged.  It  is  allow¬ 
ed  to  be  a  claffical  book  in  the  medi¬ 
cal  line  ;  and  that  it  hath  placed  the 
writer  of  it  in  a  rank  with  the  fa¬ 
mous  Sydenham,— 

44  In  1753,  Dr.  Pringle  was 
chofen  one  of  the  council  of  the 
Royal  Society  *  Though  he  had 
not,  for  fome  years,  been  called 
abroad,  he  dill  held  his  place  of 
phyfician  to  the  army  ;  and,  in  the 
war  that  began  in  1753,  attended 
the  camps,  in  England,  during 
three  feafoiis.  This  enabled  him, 
from  farther  experience,  to  correct 
fome  of  his  former  obfervations,  and 
to  give  additional  perfedtion  to  the 
third  edition  of  his  great  work.  In 
1758,  he  entirely  quitted  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  army  ;  and  being  now 
determined  to  fix  wholly  in  London, 
he  was  admitted  a  licentiate  of  the 
college  of  phyfician s,  on  the  fifth 
of  July,  in  the  fame  year.  The 
reafon  why  this  matter  was  fo  long 
delayed,  might  probably  be,  his 
not  having  hitherto  come  to  a  final 
refolution,  with  regard  to  his  fet- 
tlement  in  the  metropolis. 

44  After  the  acceffion  of  king 
George  the  Third  to  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain,  Dr.  Pringle  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  in  1761,  phyfician  to  the 
queen’s  houfehold  ;  and  this  honour 
was  fucceeded  by  his  being  confti- 
tuted,  in  1763,  phyfician  extraor¬ 
dinary  to  her  majefty.  On  the 
1 2th  of  April,  in  the  fame  year,  he 
Juid  been  chofen  a  member  of  the 


academy  of  fciences  at  Haarlem; 
and  on  the  25th  of  June  following, 
he  was  eledied  a  fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  phyficians,  London.  In 
the  fucceeding  November,  he  was 
returned  on  the  ballot,  a  fecond 
time,  one  of  the  council  of  the 
Royal  Society;  and,  in  1764,  on 
the  deceafe  of  Dr.  Letherland,  he 
was  made  phyfician  in  ordinary  to 
the  queen.  On  the  13th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  1766,  he  was  eledted  a  fo¬ 
reign  member,  in  the  phylical  line, 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  fciences  at 
Goettingen  ;  and,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  in  that  year,  his  majefiy  was 
gracioufty  pleafed  to  tefiify  his 
fenfeofDr.  Pringle’s  abilities  and 
merit,  by  railing  him  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

44  On  the  ibth  of  July  1768,  fir 
John  Pringle  was  appointed  phyfi¬ 
cian  in  ordinary  to  her  late  royal 
highnefs  the  princefs  dowager  of 
Wales  ;  to  which  office  a  falary  was 
annexed  of  one  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  In  1770,  he  was  chofen,  a 
third  time,  into  the  council  of  the 
Royal  Society  ;  as  he  was,  likewife, 
a  fourth  time,  for  the  year  1772. 
Upon  the  30th  of  November,  in 
that  year,  in  confequence  of  the 
death  of  James  Well,  efq,  he  was 
eledled  prefident  of  that  illuftri- 
olis  and  learned  body.  Plis  elec¬ 
tion  to  this  high  fiation,  though  he 
had  fo  refpedlabie  a  charadter,  as  the 
late  firjames  Porter,  for  his  opponent, 
was  carried  by  a  very  coniiderable 
majority.  This  was  undoubtedly 
the  hjghefl:  honour  that  fir  John 
Pringle  ever  received  :  an  honour 
with  which  his  other  literary  dif- 
tindlions  could  not  be  compared. 
He  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  emi¬ 
nent  mark  of  eiteem  which  the 
Royal  Society  had  conferred  upon 
him  ;  and  he  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
deeply  convinced,  that  his  new  fitu- 
ation  was  not  only  a  fituation  of 

dignity. 
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fiignity,  but  of  the  greateft  truft  and 
Importance.  Accordingly,  it  was 
his  determination  to  diicharge  the 
duties  of  it  with  all  the  attention, 
affiduity,  and  zeal,  of  which  he  was 
capable, 

“  It  was  at  a  very  aufpicious  time 
that  hr  John  Pringle  was  called  up¬ 
on  to  prefide  over  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  .  A  wonderful  ardour  forphi- 
lolbphical  fcience,  and  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  natural  knowlege,  had, 
of  late  years,  difplayed  itfelf 
through  Europe,  and  had  appeared 
with  particular  advantage  in  our 
own  country,  Britons,  to  fay  the 
lead  of  them,  had  had  their  full  fhare 
in  the  difcoveries  of  magnetifm  and 
electricity,  in  botanical  enquiries 
and  refearches,  and  in  the  purfuit 
of  other  important  objects.  The 
fpirit  of  experimental  invefliga- 
tion  into  every  part  and  property  of 
nature,  was  high  ;  and  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  ge¬ 
nius.  of  hr  John  Pringle,  than  to 
chetifh  fuch  a  fpirit.  *"  He  endea¬ 
voured  to  do  it  by  all  the  methods 
that  were  in  his  power  ;  and  he  hap¬ 
pily  flr-uck  upon  a  new  way  to  dif- 
tinhb’on  and  ufefulnefs,  by  the  dif- 
courfes  which  were  delivered  by  him 
on  the  annual  alignment  of  hr 
Godfrey  Copley's  medal. — 

46  The  merit  of  the  papers  that 
were  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society,  whilft  fir  John  Pringle 
prefided  over  it,  was  not  confined 
to  thofe  alone  which  were  honoured 
with  the  alignment  of  the  gold  me¬ 
dal.  Many  of  the  members  difiin- 
gu hired  themfelves  in  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod,  as  is  evident  from  a  furvey  of 
the  Tranfadlions  ;  and  many  names 
might  be  mentioned  with  applaufe  : 
but  it  would  carry  us  far  out  of  our 
way  to  fpecify  all  of  them  ;  and  it 
would  be  too  delicate  a  talk,  to  (in¬ 
gle  out  fome  few,  to  the  exclufion 
4>f  others,  indeed,  the  prosperous 


tfate  in  which  the  Royal  Society  has 
long  fubfifted,  and  in  which  it  contw 
nues  to  fubiifl,  muif  be  reflected  upon 
with  pleafure  by  every  lover  of  phi- 
lofophical  fcience. 

“  Several  marks  of  literary  dif- 
tindhon,  as  we  have  already  feen, 
had  been  conferred  upon  fir  John 
Pringle,  before  he  was  raifed  to  the 
prefident’s  chair.  But,  after  that 
event,  they  were  bellowed  upon  him 
in  great  abundance  :  and,  not  again 
to  .refume  the  fubjedt,  I  fhall  here 
colledt  them  together, 

44  Previously,  however,  to  thefe 
honours  (excepting  his  having  been 
chofen  a  fellow  of  the  fociety  of  An¬ 
tiquaries,  London),  he  received 
the  lad  promotion  that  was  given 
him  in  his  medical  capacity  5  which 
was,  his  being  appointed,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1774,  phyfician 
extraordinary  to  his  majefiy.  In 
the  year  1776,  he  was.  enrolled  in 
the  lift  of  the  members  of  no  lefs 
than  four  learned  bodies.  Thefe 
were,  the  royal  academy  of  fciences 
at  Madrid  ;  the  fociety,  at  Amfter- 
datn,  for  the  promotion  of  agricul¬ 
ture  ;  the  royal  academy  of  medical 
correfpondence  at  Paris  ;  and  the 
imperial  academy  of  fciences  at 
St.  Peterfburgh.  The  times  of  fin 
John  Pringle’s  election  into  thefe 
eminent  focieties,  according  to  the 
order  in  which  I  have  mentioned 
them,  were  on  the  12th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  in  the  month  of  September, 
and  on  the  28th,  and  29th  of  De¬ 
cember,-— 

44  On  the  5th  of  July,  1777,  fir 
John  Pringle  was  nominated,  by  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  landgrave  of 
Heffe,  an  honorary  member  of  the 
fociety  of  antiquaries  at  CafTel.  In 
1778,  he  fucceeded  the  celebrated 
Linnaeus,  as  one  of  the  foreign 
members  of  the  royal  academy  of 
fciences  at  Paris.  This  honour  is 
extended  by  that  illuftrious  ,  body 

©nly 
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only  to  eight  perfons,  on.  which 
account  it  is  jullly  ei teemed  a  moil 
eminent  mark  of  ciiilinction  ;  and 
vve  believe  there  have  been  few  or 
no  infiances,  wherein  it  hath  been 
Conferred  on  any  other  than  men  of 
great  and  acknowledged  abilities  and 
reputation.  On  the  iith  of  Goo¬ 
ber  in  the  fame  year,  our  author 
was  chofen  a  member  of  the  me¬ 
dical  fociety  at  Hanau,  In  thefuc- 
ceeding  year,  on  the  29th  of  March, 
he  was  eieXed  a  foreign  member  of 
the  royal  academy  of  fciences  and 
Belies  Letters  at  Naples.  The  laft 
tefiiinony  of  refpeft  which  was,  in 
this  way,  bellowed  upon  fir  John 
Pringle,  was  his  being  admitted,  in 
1781,  into  the  number  of  the  fel¬ 
lows  of  the  newly  e redded  fociety  of 
antiquaries  at  Edinburgh.— 

44  It  was  at  a  late  period  of  life, 
when  fir  John  Pringle  was  in  the 
fixty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  that  he 
was  chofen  to  be  prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society,  Confidering,  there¬ 
fore,  the  extreme  attention  that  was 
paid  by  him  to  the  various  and  im¬ 
portant  duties  of  his  office,  and  the 
great  pains  he  took  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  his  difcourfes,  it  was  natural 
to  expecl  that  the  burden  of  his 
honourable  Ration  fhould  grow 
heavy  upon  him  in  acourfeof  time. 
This  burthen  was  increafed  not  only 
by  the  weight  of  years,  but  by  the 
accident  of  a  fall  in  the  area  of  the 
back  part  of  his  houfe,  from  which 
he  received  a  confiderable  hurt,  and 
which,  in  its  confequences,  affeXed 
his  health,  and  weakened  his  fpirits. 
Such  being  the  Hate  of  his  body  and 
mind,  he  began  to  entertain  thoughts 
of  refigning  the  prefident’s  chair. 
It  hath  been  faid  like  wife,  and  be¬ 
lieved,  that  he  was  much  hurt  by 
the  difputes  introduced  into  the  fo¬ 
ciety,  concerning  the  queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  pointed  or  blunted  eleXrical 
conductors  are  the  moil  efficacious 


in  preferving  buildings  from  the 
pernicious  effeXa  of  lightning.  Of 
this  matter  the  prefen t  writer  of  his 
life  can  afi’ert  nothing  from  perfonal 
knowlege  :  for  though  he  was  then 
in  the  habit  of  a  firiX  intimacy  with 
fir  John  Pringle,  he  never  heard 
from  him  any  fuggeilion  of  the  kind 
that  has  been  mentioned.  Perhaps 
fir  John  Pringle’s  declining  years, 
and  the  general  fiate  of  his  health, 
will  form  fufficient  reafons  for  his 
refignation.  His  intention,  how¬ 
ever,  was  difagaeeable  to  many  of 
his  friends,  and  to  many  difiinguifh- 
ed  members  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Accordingly,  they  earneiily  folicited 
him  to  continue  in  the  chair  ;  but, 
his  refolution  being  fixed,  he  re- 
figned  it  at  the  anniverfary  meeting 
in  1778.  Jofeph  Banks,  efq.  (now 
fi r  J  ofeph  Banks ,  bart . )  was  unani - 
moufly  defied  prefident  in  his 
room  ;  a  gentleman  in  the  prime 
and  vigour  of  his  life,  who  had 
eminently  difiinguiffied  himfelf  by 
his  acquaintance  with  natural  hifi- 
torv  ;  who  had  failed  round  the 
globe,  and  performed  other  voy¬ 
ages,  in  purfuit  of  that  branch  of 
fcience  ;  who  is  preparing,  at  an 
immenfe  expence  and  labour,  the 
nobieiland  moil  fplendid  botanical 
work,  which  hath  ever  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  public  ;  and  who  hath 
amply  juftified  the  choice  that  was 
made  of  him,  by  his  attention  to 
every  part  of  his  duty,  and  his  af- 
fiduous  concern  to  promote  the  in- 
tere.il  and  honour  of  the  fociety. 

44  Though  fir  John  Pringle  quit¬ 
ted  his  particular  relation  to  the 
Royal  Society,  and  did  not  attend 
its  meetings  fo  conilantly  as  he  had 
formerly  done,  he  Rill  retained  his 
literary  connexions  in  general.  His 
houfe  continued  to  be  the  refort  of 
ingenious  and  philofophical  men, 
whether  of  his  own  country,  or  from 
abroad  ;  and  he  was  frequent  in  his 

vifus 
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vilits  to  Ills  friends.  He  was  held 
in  particular  efteem  fey  eminent  and 
learned  foreigners,  none  of  whom 
came  to  England  without  waiting 
Upon  him,  and  paying  him  the 
greateft  refpedf.  He  treated  them  , 
in  return,  with  diftinguiflied  civility 
and  regard.  When  a  number  of 
gentlemen  met  at  his  table,  foreign¬ 
ers  were  ufually  a  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  it  would  have  been  an 
uncommon  thing  not  to  have  feen 
fome  of  them  at  his  Sunday  even¬ 
ing  converrfafcions.  I  remember  well, 
that,  one  night,  the  perfons  pre- 
fenfe,  being  eight  in  number,  were 
each  of  them  of  a  different  nation  ; 
if  Hr  John  Pringle,  a  Scotchman, 
and  myfelf,  an  Englifhman,  could 
fee  fo  con hdered.  The  fix  others 
confifted  of  a  Dutchman,  a  Ger¬ 
man,  a  Frenchman,  a  Spaniard,  an 
Italian,  and  a  Ruffian.  Though 
we  were  thus  dirverfified  in  country, 
education,  modes  of  life,  and  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion,  no  obftrudtion 
hence  arofe  to  mutual  harmony, 
pleafure,  and  improvement. 

61  Sir  John  Pringle’s  infirmities 
increafing,  he  hoped  that  he  might 
receive  an  advantage  from  an  ex- 
curfion  to  Scotland,  and  fpending 
the  fu  muter  there  ;  which  he  did  in 
the  year  1780,  and  principally  at 
Edinburgh.  He  had  probably  then 
formed  fome  defign  of  fixing  his  re- 
lidence  in  that  city.  However  this 
may  have  been,  he  was  fo  well 
pieafed  with  a  place  to  which  he  had 
been  habituated  in  his  younger  days, 
and  with  the  refpebt  fliewn  him  by 
his  friends,  that  he  purchafed  a 
feoufe  there,  whither  he  intended 
to  return  in  the  following  fpring. 
When  he  came  back  to  London,  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year  above  men¬ 
tioned,  he  fet  about  preparing  to 
put  his  fcheme  in  execution.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  having  firff  difpofed  of 
the  greate#  part  of  his  library,  he 


fold  his  houfe  in  Pall  Mall,  in  April, 
1781,  and  fome  few  days  after  re¬ 
moved  to  Edinburgh.  In  this  city 
he  was  treated,  by  perfons  of  all 
ranks,  with  every  mark  of  diftinc- 
tion.  But  Edinburgh  was  not  now 
to  him  what  it  had  been  in  early  life. 
The  vivacity  of  fpirits,  which,  in 
the  days  of  youth,  fp reads  fuch  a 
charm  on  the  objedh  that  furround 
us,  was  fled.  Many,  if  not  moll, 
of  fir  John  Pringle’s  old  friends  and 
contemporaries,  were  dead  ;  and, 
though  fome, of  them  remained,  they 
could  not  meet  together  with  the 
fame  ilrength  of  confutation,  the 
fame  ardour  of  purfuit,  the  fame 
animation  of  hope,  which  they  had 
formerly  pofTeffied.  The  younger 
men  of  eminence  paid  him  the  fin- 
cere  ft  teftimonies  of  efteem  and  re¬ 
gard  ;  but  it  was  too  late  in  life  for 
him  to  form  new  habits  of  ciofe  and 
intimate  friendftiip.  He  found, 
likewife,  the  air  of  Edinburgh  too 
fharp  and  cold  for  his  frame,  which 
had  long  been  peculiarly  fenfible  to 
the  feveriries  of  weather.  Thefe 
evils  wrere  exaggerated  by  his  in- 
creating  infirmities,  and,  perhaps, 
by  that  reftlefihefs  of  mind,  which, 
in  the  rnidft  of  bodily  complaints,  is 
ftill  hoping  to  derive  fome  benefit 
from  a  change  of  place.  He  deter¬ 
mined,  therefore,  to  return  once 
more  to  London,  where  he  arrived 
in  the  beginning  of  September. 

4i  Before  fir  John  Pringle  entire¬ 
ly  quitted  Edinburgh,  he  requeued 
his  friend,  Dr.  John  Hope,  to  pre- 
fent  ten  volumes,  folio,  of  medical 
and  phyficai  obfervations,  in  mann- 
feript,  to  the  royal  college  of  phy- 
ficians  in  that  city.  This  benefac¬ 
tion  was  conferred  on  two  condi¬ 
tions  ;  firft,  that  the  Obfervations 
fhould  not  be  publifhed  ;  and  fe- 
condly,  that  they  fhould  not  be  lent 
out  of  the  library  o.n  any  pretence 
whatever.  A  meeting  of  the  coi- 

lege 
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lege  being  fummoned  upon  the  co 
caiion,  in*  John’s  donation  was  ac¬ 
cepted  with  much  gratitude ;  and 
a  refolution  palled  to  comply  with 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  bellowed. 
He  was,  at  the  fame  time,  preparing 
two  other  volumes  to  be  given  to 
the  univerfity,  containing  the  for¬ 
mulas  referred  to  in  his  annotations. 

44  Sir  John  Pringle,  upon  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  the  metropolis,  found  his 
fpirits  fomewhat  revived.  He  was 
greatly  pleafed  with  reviliting  his 
London  friends  ;  and  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  them  with  equal  cordiali¬ 
ty  and  affection.  His  Sunday  even¬ 
ing  converfations  were  honoured 
with  the  attendance  of  many  refpec- 
table  men  ;  and,  on  the  other  nights 
of  the  week,  he  had  the  pleafureof 
{pending  a  couple  of  hours  with 
fuch  friends  as  lord  Charles  Caven- 
difh,  Mr.  Cavendifii,  the  bifnop  of 
Exeter  (Dr.  Rofs),  Dr.  Heberden, 
Dr.  W.,tfon,  hr  George  Baker,  Dr. 
Richard  Saunders,  Peter  Holford, 
efq.  Ifrael  Mauduit,  efq.  and  cc- 
cafionally  a  few  gentlemen  befides. 
This  was  at  a  fociety  that  had  long 
been  eftablifhed,  of  which  fir  John 
Pringle  had  been  many  years  a  mem¬ 
ber  ;  and  which  had  met,  for  fome 
time  pail,  at  Mr.  Watfon’s,  a  gro¬ 
cer,  in  the  Strand*  Sir  John’s  con¬ 
nection  with  this  fociety,  and  his 
con  ft  ant  attendance  upon  it,  formed, 
to  the  laft,  one  of  his  principal  en¬ 
tertainments.  The  morning  was 
chiefly  employed  by  him  in  re¬ 
ceiving  and  returning  the  vifits  of 
his  various  acquaintance  ;  and  he 
had  frequently  a  fmall  and  felebt 
party  to  dine  with  him,  at  his  apart¬ 
ments  in  Charles  Street,  St.  James’s 
Square.  Ail  this  while,  his  ftrength 
declined  with  a  rapidity  which  did 
not  permit  his  friends  to  hope  that 
his  life  would  long  be  continued. 
O11  Monday  evening  the  14th  of 
January,  1782,  being  with  the  fo¬ 


ciety  at  Watfon’s,  he  was  feized 
with  a  fit,  from  which  he  never  re¬ 
covered.  He  was  accompanied 
home  by  Dr.  Saunders,  for  whom 
he  had  the  higheft  regard,  and  ia 
whom  he  had,  in  every  refpebf, 
juftly  placed  the  moft  unreferved 
confidence.  The  debtor  afterwards 
attended  him  with  unwearied  aR 
fiduity,  but,  to  any  medical  purpofe, 
entirely  in  vain  ;  for  he  departed 
this  life  on  the  Friday  following, 
being  the  18th  day  of  the  month, 
in  the  feventy-fifth  year  of  his  age  ; 
and  the  account  of  his  death  was 
every  where  received  in  a  manner 
which  file  wed  the  high  fenfe  that. 

O 

was  entertained  of  his  merit.  On 
the  yth  of  February,  he  was  interred 
in  St.  James’s.,  church,  with  great 
funeral  folemmty,  and  with  a  very 
honourable  attendance  of  eminent 
and  refpebtable  friends.  As  a  tefH- 
mony  of  regard  to  his  memory,  at 
the  firft  meeting  of  the  college  of 
phyficians  at  Edinburgh  after  his 
deceafe,  all  the  members  appeared 
in  deep  mourning. 

44  Sir  John  Pringle,  by  long 
practice,  had  acquired  a  bandfome 
fortune,  which  he  difpofed  of  with 
great  prudence  and  propriety.  The 
bulk  of  it,  as  might  naturally  and 
reafonably  be  expebted,  he  be¬ 
queathed  to  his  worthy  nephew  and 
heir,  fir  James  Pringle,  of  Stichel, 
baronet,  whom  he  appointed  his 
foie  executor.  But  the  whole  was 
not  immediately  to  come  to  fir 
James;  for  a  fum  equal,  I  believe, 
to  leven  hundred  pounds  a-year, 
was  appropriated  to  annuities,  rer. 
vertible  to  that  gentleman,  at  the 
deceafe  of  the  annuitants.  By  this 
means,  fir  John  exhibited  an  im¬ 
portant  proof  of  his  regard  and  af- 
febtion  for  feveral  of  his  valuable 
relations.  Fie  provided,  likewife, 
for  two  fervants,  who  had  lived 
with  him  a  conftderable  time  ;  and 

_he 


sir  joFnsr  p kmoLfe 


|46]  MEMOIRS  OF 

lie  left  legacies  to  fome  particular 
friends,  among  whom  the  writer  of 
this  life  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
a  teftimony  of  his  remembrance  and 
effeem. 

u  Sir  John  Pringle’s  eminent 
character  as  a  practical  phyfician, 
as  well  as  a  medical  author,  is  fo 
well  known*  and  fo  univerfally  ac- 
knowleged,  that  an  enlargement  up¬ 
on  it  cannot  be  necefTarv.  He  was 

e> 

diffinguifhed,  in  this  refpedf,  by  his 
attention  and  fagacity.  For  the  re¬ 
covery  of  his  patients  he  was  anxi- 
ouflv  concerned  ;  and  his  anxiety 

7  -r 

might,  perhaps,  be  increafed  from 
his  convidtion,  that  the  art  of  phy- 
lic,  though  eminently  ufeful,  muff 
ever,  from  unavoidable  caufes,  be 
attended  with  a  great  degree  of  un¬ 
certainty,  His  care  was  rewarded 
with  much  fuccefs  in  the  coui'fe  of 
his  practice.  In  the  exercife  of  his 
profeffion,  he  was  not  rapacious  ; 
being  ready,  on  various  occa lions, 
to  give  his  advice  without  pecuniary 
views.  This  he  never  denied  to  the 
poor;  and,  from  many  of  his  friends 
in  better  circu.m dances,  and  who 
tvere  well  able  to  afford  the  cuffo- 
iiiary  gratifications,  he  refufed  to 
accept  of  fees. 

“  The  turn  of  fir  John  Pringle’s 
mind  led  him  chiefly  to  the  love  of 
fcience,  which  he  built  on  the  firm 
balls  of  fact.  With  regard  to  phi- 
lofophy  in  general,  he  was  as  averfe 
to  theory,  unsupported  by  experi¬ 
ments,  as  he  was  with  refpedb  to  me¬ 
dicine  in  particular.  Lord  Bacon 
was  his  favourite  author ;  and  to 
the  method  of  inveftigation,  recom¬ 
mended  by  that  great  man,  he  flea- 
dily  adhered  Such  being  his  intel¬ 
lectual  character,  it  will  not  be 
thought  furpriling,  that  he  had  a 
diflike  to  Plato.  The  (peculations 
of  that  fublime  and  ingenious,  that 
elegant  and  beautiful,  but  at  the 
fame  lime  fanciful  writer,  wefe  by 


no  means  fuited  to  the  fober  fpirit 
of  enquiry  cultivated  by  fir  John 
Pringle.  Indeed,  whatever  atten¬ 
tion  he  might  have  paid,  in  his 
earlier  days,  and  when  he  Was  pro- 
feffor  of  ethics  at  Edinburgh,  to  me- 
taphyfieal  difquifitions,  he  loft  all 
regard  for  them  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  ;  and,  though  fome  of  his 
mod  valued  friends  3r  d  engaged  in 
difculfions  of  this  kind,  with  very 
different  views  of  things,  he  did  not 

ft  7 

choofe  to  revert  to  the  ftudies  of  his 
youth',  but  contented  himfelf  with 
the  opinions  he  had  then  formed.— 
u  Befides  a  clofe  application  to 
medical  and  philofophical  fcience, 
fir  John  Prinvle,  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  devoted  much  time 
to  the  ftudy  of  divinity.  This  was 
with  him  a  very  favourite  and  in- 
tereffing  obiedh  Fie  read  many 
commentators  on  feripttire*  and  ef- 
pecially  oil  the  New  Teftatnent,  of 
which  he  was  anxious  to  obtain  ail 
ex  aft  and  critical  knowlege.  In  this 
purfuit,  the  learned  and  judicious 
hilltop  Pearce’s  commentary  and 
notes  gave  him  particular  pleafure, 
and  were  greatly  fuited  to  iris  tafte^ 
He  corresponded  frequently  with 
Michaelis  on  theological  fubjedts  j 
and  that  celebrated  profefibr  ad- 
d  relied  to  him  fome  letters  on  Da¬ 
niel’s  prophecy  of  the  feventy  weeks, 
which  fir  John  thought  worthy  of 
being  published  in  this  country. — 

“  If,  from  the  intelledlual,  tve 
pafs  on  to  the  moral  character  of 
fir  John  Pringle,  we  fliall  find  that 
the  ruling  feature  of  it  was  inte¬ 
grity;  By  this  principle  he  was  uni¬ 
formly  actuated  in  the  whole  of  his 
behaviour.  All  his  acquaintance 
will  with  one  voice  agree,  that  there 
never  was  an  honefier  man.  Fie  was 
equally  difiinguifhed  by  his  fobriety* 
Hetold  Mr.  James  Bofwell,  that  he 
had  never  in  his  life  been  intoxicated 
with  liquor  \  which  muff  be  allowed 

to 
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to  have  been  a  very  laudable  proof 
of  the  circumfpebtion  maintained  by 
him,  in  the  variety  of  company  that 
he  had  kept,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.—* 

44  On  the  religious  char  abler  of 

#o 

in*  John  Pringle  it  frill  be  neceifary 
more  particularly  to  enlarge ;  becaufe 
fuc.h  is  the  temper  of  the  prefent 
age,  that  what  is  the  greateft  glory 
of  any  man,  is  often  imputed  to  him 
as  a  weaknefs.  The  principles  of 
piety  and  virtue,  which  were  early 
Inftilled  into  our  author  by  a  ftribt 
education,  do  not  appear  ever  to 
have  loft  their  influence  upon  the 
general  condubt  of  his  life.  Never- 
thelefs,  when  he  travelled  abroad  in 
the  world,  his  belief  of  the  chriftian 
revelation  was  fo  far  unfettled,  that 
he  became  a  fceptic  with  regard  to 
it,  if  not  a  profefled  deift.  One 
caufe  of  this,  was  the  wrong  notions 
he  had  formed  concerning  the  ge¬ 
nuine  dobfrines  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment ;  and  it  will  eaflbly  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  he  was  encouraged  in 
his  fcruples  by  the  company  he  met 
with  both  in  England  and  in  fo¬ 
reign  parts.  But  it  was  not  in  the 
difpofltion  of  fir  John  Pringle,  to 
reft  fatisfied  in  his  doubts  and  dif¬ 
ficulties,  with  refpebt  to  a  matter 
of  fuch  high  importance.  He  was 
too  great  a  lover  of  truth,  not  to 
make  religion  the  objebt  of  his  fo¬ 
rk)  us  enquiry.  As  he  fcorned  to  be 
an  implicit  believer,  he  was  equally 
averfe  to  the  being  an  implicit  un¬ 
believer  ;  which  is  the  cafe  of  large 
numbers,  who  rejebl  chriftianity 
with  as  little  examination,  as  the 
moft  determined  bigots  embrace  the 
abfurdeft  fyftem  that  ever  was  in¬ 
vented.  The  refult  of  his  invefti- 
gation  was,  a  full  conviblion  of  the 
divine  original  and  authority  of  the 
gofpel.  The  evidence  of  revelation 
appeared  to  him  to  be  foiid  and  in¬ 
vincible  ;  and  the  nature  of  it  to 


be  fuch,  as  demanded  his  warm  eft 
acceptance.  What  contributed  en¬ 
tirely  to  remove  the  objections 
which  had  formerly  lain  upon  his 
mind,  was,  his  being  perfebfly  fa-' 
tisfied,  that  our  holy  religion  did 
not  contain  fome  dobtrines  which 
have  commonly  been  thought  to  be¬ 
long  to  it.  There  were  three  points 
that,  in  this  view,  appeared  to  him 
of  great  importance  ;  and  the  re¬ 
moval  of  his  difficulties,  with  regard 
to  them,  effaced  every  impreflion 
he  might  have  received  to  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  chriftianity.  He  be¬ 
came  fully  convinced,  by  his  ftudy 
cf  the  fcriptures,  that  the  Athana* 
fian  doblrine  of  the  trinity  made  no 

^  j 

part  of  them  ;  but  that  they  uni¬ 
formly  concurred  in  aliening  the 
unity  and  fupremacy  of  the  God  and 
Father  of  Mankind.  He  was  equally 
convinced,  that  they  did  not  con¬ 
fide  the  mercy  of  the  fupreme  being 
to  a  few,  ex  cl  u  lively  of  others  ; 
and  that  they  did  not  hold  out  any 
thing,  with  refpebt  to  the  extent 
and  duration  of  the  future  punilh- 
mentof  the  wicked,  which  could  in 
the  lead  beconfidered  as  an  impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  divine  iuftice,  rebti- 
tude,  and  goodnefs.  In  thefe  fen- 

f  '  O 

timents,  he  agreed  with  fome  of 
the  wifeft  and  belt  men  the  world 
hath  ever  produced,  fome  who  have 
reflebted  the  greateft  honour  on  hu¬ 
man  nature.  He  was  another  in- 
fiance  of  thofeilluftriousphilofophers 
who  have  not  been  affiamed  of  reli¬ 
gion;  and  added  another  name  to 
the  catalogue  of  the  ex.:  llent  and  iu- 
dicious  perfons,  wl  C  have  gloried 
in  being  Rational  Chriftians. — 
Such  having  been  the  charabter 
and  eminence  of  fir  John  Pringle,' 
it  was  highly  proper  that  his  name 
fir ou Id  be  recorded  among  the  wor¬ 
thies  of  Weftminfter  Abbey.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  under  the  direction,  and 
at  the  expence,  of  his  nephew  and 
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heir,  a  monument  is  preparing,  of 
which  Mr.  Notlekens  is  the  fculp- 
ior,  and  for  which  an  Englifh  in- 
fcription  is  intended. 

44  If  it  had  been  determined  to 
have  had  a  Latin  infcription,  there 
was  one,  written  by  a  gentleman 
the  firfi:  clafii£al  knowlege  and 

M.  S. 

Viri  egregii  Johannis  Pringle  Earonetti ; 
Quern  exercitus  Britannicus, 
Celfiffima  Walliae  Principefia, 

Regina  fereniffima, 

Ipfius  detiique  Regis  Majeftas, 

Medic um  fibi  comprobavit 
Experientiffimum,  fagacem,  ftrenuum': 
Quem,  fludiis  academicis  florentem, 
Edinburgenfes  olim  fui 
In  cathedra  difciplinae  ethicre  dicata 
Adhuc  juvenem  collocarunt  : 

Quem  poftea  cetate  ac  fcientia  proveftum, 
Primurn  perhonorifico  ornavit  proemio, 
Deinde  ad  fummam  apud  fe  dignitatem  evexk 
Societas  regia  Londinenfis. 

Qualis  fuerit  medendi  artifex, 

Quali  rerum  comprehenfione  prseditus, 
Materiem  fuarp  multiplicem 
Quam  fcienter  explicuerit  et  illufiraverir, 
Scripta  Viri  dodiffimi  teftentur 
Per  Europam  oranem  difleminata, 

Nec  foris  minus  quam  domi  nota. 

Qua  autem  fide  et  integritate  fuerit, 
Quam  veri  tenax  et  inimicus  fraudi, 
Quam  conftans  Supremi  Numinis  cultor, 
li,  quibufcum  vixit, 

Tefies  funto. 

Exceffit  e  vita,  ^c« 


tafie,  which  would  undoubtedly 
have  had  the  preference.  I  have 
obtained  leave  to  infert  it ;  and  it 
gives  me  pleafure  that  I  can  con¬ 
clude  my  account  of  fir  John  Prim 
gle  with  fo  elegant  and  honourable 
a  teflimony  to  his  memory* 
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[Extracted  from  Dr.  Foart  Simmons’s  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writ* 

ings  of  that  Gentleman  j] 


«  TTTILLIAM  Hunter  was 
YY  born  on  the  23d  of  May, 
1718,  at  Kilbride,  in  the  county  of 
Lanerk.  He  was  the  feventh  of 
ten  children  of  John  and  Agnes 
Hunter,  who  redded  on  a  final),  eft 
tate  in  that  parilh,  called  Long  Cal- 
derwood,  which  had  long  been  in 
the  poifefTiori  of  his  family.  His 
great-grandfather,  by  his  father’s 
fide,  was  a  younger  fon  of  Hunter 
of  Hunterdon,  chief  of  the  family 
©f  that  name. 

*4  At  the  age  of  fourteen  his  fa¬ 
ther  fent  him  to  the  college  of 
Glafgow,  In  this  feminary  he  pall¬ 
ed  fiye  years,  and  by  his  prudent 
behaviour  and  diligence  acquired  the 
efteem  of  the  profelTors,  and  the  re¬ 
putation  of  being  a  good  fcholar. 

44  His  father  had  defamed  him  for 

O  _ 

the  church ;  but  the  idea  of  fub- 
fcribing  to  articles  of  faith,  was  fo 
repugnant  to  the  liberal  mode  of 
thinking  he  had  already  adopted, 
that  he  felt  an  infuperable  averfion 
to  his  theological  purfuits.  In  this 
fate  of  mind  he  happened  to  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  Dr,  Cullen, 
the  prefent  celebrated  pfofeffor  at 
Edinburgh,  who  was  then  juft  eft 
tabliflied  in  practice  at  Hamilton, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of 
Hamilton.  Dr,  Cullen’s  converfa- 
tion  foon  determined  him  to  lay 
hfule  all  thoughts  of  the  church, 
and  to  devote  himfelf  to  the  profeft 
iion  of  phyfic. 

“  His  father’s  confent  having  been 
previoufy  obtained,  Mr,  Hunter, 
in  1737,  went  to  refide  with  Dr, 
Cullen.  In  the  family  of  this  ex ¬ 


cellent  friend  and  preceptor  he  pair¬ 
ed  nearly  three  years,  and  thefe^ 
as  he  has  been  often  heard  to  ac* 
knowlege,  were  the  happief  years 
of  his  life.  It  was  then  agreed,  that 
he  fhould  go  and  prolecute  his  me¬ 
dical  ft  tidies  at  Edinburgh  and  Lon¬ 
don,  and  afterwards  return  to  fet¬ 
tle  at  Hamilton,  in  partnerlhip  with 
Dr.  Cullen. 

44  Speaking  to  me  of  the  manners 
and  difpolition  of  his  friend  at  this 
period  Dr.  Cullen  obferved,  that  his 
converfation  was  remarkably  lively 
and  agreeable,  and  his  whole  con¬ 
duct  at  the  fame  time  more  ftriCtly 
and  fteadily  correct  than  that  of  any 
other  young  perfon  he  had  ever' 
known.  The  fame  chearfulnefs  and 
the  fame  regard  for  prudence  ac¬ 
companied  him  through  life. 

44  He  let  out  for  Edinburgh  in  No*- 
vembef,  1740,  and  continued  there 
till  the  following  fpring,  attending 
the  lectures  of  the  medical  profeft 
fors,  and  amongft  others  thofe  of  the 
late  Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  who 
many  years  afterwards,  in  allulion  to 
this  ci ream  fiance,  ftyled  himfelf  his 
44  old  mailer.” 

44  Mr.  Hunter  arrived  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  furhmer  of  1741,  and 
took  up  his  refdence  at  Mr.  after¬ 
wards  Dr.  'Smellie’s,  who  was  at 
that  time  an  apothecary  in  Pall 
Mall.  Fie  brought  with  him  a  let¬ 
ter  of  recommendation  to  his  conn* 
tryman  Dr,  James  Douglas,  from 
Mr.  Fotilis,  printer  at  Glafgow, 
who  had  been  ufeful  to,  the  doCtoy 
in  collecting  for  him  different  edi« 
tions  of  Horace*  Dr,  Douglas  wad 
D  then 
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then  intent  on  a  great  anatomical 
work  on  the  bones,  which  he  did 
not  live  to  complete,  and  was  look- 
ihg  out  for  a  young  man  of  abilities 
and  indufiry  whom  he  might  employ 
as  a  difledtor.  This  induced  him 
to  pay  particular  attention  to  Mr. 
Hunter,  and  finding  him  acute  and 
fenfible,  he  defired  him  to  make 
him  another  vifit.  A  fecond  con- 
verfatioii  confirmed  the  dodtor  in 
the  good  opinion  he  had  formed  of 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  without  any  far¬ 
ther  hefitation  he  invited  him  into 
his  family  to  afliffc  in  his  difiedfions, 
and  to  fuperintend  the  education  of 
his  fon. — 

46  Mr.  Hunter  having  accepted 
Dr.  Douglas’s  invitation,  was  by  his 
friendly  aflifiance  enabled  to  enter 
himfelf  as  afurgeon’s  pupil  at  Saint 
George’s  Hofpital,  under  Mr.  James 
Wilkie,  and  as  a  difledting  pupil 
under  Dr.  Frank  Nichols,  who  at 
that  time  taught  anatomy  with  con- 
fiderable  reputation.  He  likewife 
attended  acourfe  of  lediures  on  ex¬ 
perimental  philofophy  by  Dr.  De- 
faguliers. 

44  Of  thefe  ifieans  of  improve¬ 
ment  he  did  not  fail  to  make  a  pro¬ 
per  ufe.  He  foon  became  expert  in 
diffeCtion,  and  Dr.  Douglas  was  at 
the  expence  of  having  feverai  of 
his  preparations  engraved.  But  be¬ 
fore  many  months  had  elapled,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  this  ex¬ 
cellent  friend. — 

46  The  death  of  Dr.  Douglas 
made  no  change  of  his  lituation. 
He  continued  ro  refide  with  the 
dodlor’s  family,  and  to  purfue  his 
Ifudieswith  the  fame  diligence  as 
before. 

44  In  1 743 ,  he  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society  an  efiay  on  the  Struc¬ 
ture  and  Difeafes  of  articulating 
Cartilages.  This  ingenious  paper, 
on  a  fubjedt  which  till  then  had  not 
been  fufficiently  inveftigatedj  affords 

o  ' 


a  finking  tefiimony  of  the  rapid 
progrefs  he  had  made  in  his  anato¬ 
mical  inquiries. — 

44  As  he  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  teach  anatomy,  his  attention  was 
directed  principally  to  this  objedl ; 
and  It  deferves  to  be  mentioned  as 
an  additional  mark  of  his  prudence, 
that  he  did  not  precipitately  engage 
in  this  attempt,  but  pafied  feverai 
years  in  acquiring  fuch  a  degree  of 
knowlege,  and  fuch  a  collection  of 
preparations  as  might  inlure  him 
fuccefs. 

44  Dr.  Nichols,  to  whom  he  com¬ 
municated  his  fcheme,  and  who  de¬ 
clined  giving  ledtures  about  that 
time  in  favour  of  the  late  Dr.  Law- 
rence,  did  not  give  him  much  en¬ 
couragement  to  profecute  it.  But  at 
length  an  opportunity  prefented  it- 
felf  for  the  difplay  of  his  abilities  as 
a  teacher. 

44  A  fociety  of  navy  furgeons  had 
an  apartment  in  Covent  Garden, 
where  they  engaged  the  late  Mr. 
Samuel  Sharpe  to  deliver  a  courfe 
of  ledtures  on  the  operations  of  fur- 
gery.  Mr.  Sharpe  continued  to  re¬ 
peat  this  courfe,  till  finding  that  it 
interfered  too  much  with  his  other 
engagements,  he  declined  the  talk 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Hunter,  -who  gave 
the  fociety  fo  much  fatisfadtion, 
that  they  requefted  him  to  extend 
his  plan  ro  anatomy,  and  at  firfi  he 
had  the  ufe  of  their  room  for  his 
ledtures.  This  happened  in  the 
winter  of  1746. 

44  He  is  faid  to  have  experienced 
much  folicitude  when  he  began  to 
fpeak  in  public,  but  the  applaufe 
he  met  with  foon  infpired  him  w  ith 
courage  ;  and  by  degrees  he  became 
fo  fond  of  teaching,  that  for  many 
years  before  his  death  he  was  never 
happier  than  wrhen  employed  in  de¬ 
livering  a  ledi lire. 

44  The  profits  of  his  two  firfi 
eourfes  were  confiderable  ;  bit  by 

contributing 
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contributing  to  the  wants  of  dif¬ 
ferent  friends,  he  found  himfelf  at 
the  return  of  the  next  feafon  obliged 
to  defer  his  ledlures  for  a  fortnight* 
merely  becaufe  he  had  not  money 
enough  to  defray  the  neceffary  ex¬ 
pence  of  advertifeinents. — 

u  In  1747,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  corporation  of  fur- 
geons,  and  in  the  fpring  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  foon  after  the  clofe  of 
his  ledlures,  he  fet  out  in  company 
with  his  pupil,  Mr,  James  Dou¬ 
glas,  on  a  tour  through  Holland  to 
Paris.-— 

**  His  lectures  Differed  no  inter¬ 
ruption  by  this  journey,  as  he  re¬ 
turned  to  England  foon  enough  to 
prepare  for  his  winter  courfe,  which 
began  about  the  ufuai  time. 

44  At  fir  ft  he  praCtifed  both  fur- 
gery  and  midwifery,  but  to  the  for¬ 
mer  of  thefe  he  had  always  an  aver- 
iion.  His  patron,  Dr.  James  Dou^ 
glas,  had  acquired  considerable  re¬ 
putation  in  midwifery,  and  this  pro¬ 
bably  induced  Mr.  Hunter  to  direcff 
his  views  chiefly  to  the  fame  line  of 
practice.  His  being  eledted  one  of 
the  fiugeon  -  men-  mid  wives  flrft  to 
the  Middlefex,  and  foon  afterwards 
to  the  Britifli  Lying-in  Hofpital, 
affifted  in  bringing  him  forward  in 
this  branch  of  his  profeffion,  in 
which  he  was  recommended  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  moil  eminent  furgeons 
of  that  time,  who  refpedted  his  ana¬ 
tomical  talents  and  wiftied  to  en¬ 
courage  him, 

i  4  But  thefe  were  not  the  only 
circumftanees  that  contributed  to 
his  fuccefs.  He  owed  much  to  his 
abilities,  and  much  to  his  perfon 
and  manner,  which  eminently  qua¬ 
lified  him  for  the  practice  of  mid¬ 
wifery.— 

In  1750,  he  feems  to  have  en¬ 
tirely  relinquifhecl  his  views  in  fur- 
gery,  as  in  that  year  he  obtained 
the  degree  of  do&or  of  phyfic  from 
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the  uiiiverfitV  of  Glafgbw,  ahd  be¬ 
gan  to  pradiife  as  a  phyftcian. 
About  this  time  he  quitted  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Mrs.  Douglas,  and  went 
to  refide  in  Jermyn- ilreet. 

“  In  the  fu miner  of  175I  he  re- 
viflted  his  native  country,  for  which 
he  always  retained  a  cordial  affec¬ 
tion,  His  mother  was  Hill  living 
at  Long  Calderwood,  which  was 
now  become  his  property  by  the 
death  of  his  brother  James.  Dr. 
Cullen,  for  whom  he  always  enter¬ 
tained  a  fiicere  regard,  was  then 
eftabliflied  at  Glafgow,  and  had  ac¬ 
quired  confiderable  reputation  both 
as  a  pradHtioner  and  teacher  of  phy¬ 
fic  ;  fo  that  the  two  friends  had  the 
pieafure  of  being  able  to  congratu* 
late  each  oiher  on  their  mutual  pro- 
fperity. 

u  During  this  vifit  he  fiicwed  his 
attachment  to  his  little  paternal  in¬ 
heritance,  by  giving  many  inftrud- 
tions  for  repairing  and  improving 
it,  and  for  purchasing  any  adjoining 
lands  that  might  be  offered  for  fale. 
As  he  and  Dr.  Cullen  \Vere  riding 
one  day  in  a  low  part  of  the  conn* 
try,  the  latter,  pointing  out  to  him 
Long  Calderwood  at  a  confiderable 
difiance,  remarked  how  conipicu- 
oils  it  appeared.  u  Well’* — faid 
he,  with  fome  degree  of  energy — - 
“  if  I  live  I  fliall  make  it  ftill  more 
confpicuolls.,, 

“  After  this  journey  to  Scotland* 
to  which  he  devoted  only  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  never  abfent  from 
London,  unlefs  his  profefllonal  en¬ 
gagements,  as  fometimes  happened^ 
required  his  attendance  at  a  di- 
fiance  from  the  capital. 

“  In  1755,  on  the  refignation  of 
Dr.  Layard,  one  of  the  phyficians 
of  the  Britifh  Lying-In  Hofpital,  we 
find  the  governors  of  that  inftitutiott 
voting  their  “  thanks  to  Df.  Hun¬ 
ter  for  the  fervices  he  had  done  the 
hofpital,  and  for  big  continuing  in 
D  1  1% 
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it  as  one  of  the  phyficians fothat 
he  leems  to  have  been  eftablifhed  in 
this  office  without  the  ufual  form 
of  an  eledion.  The  year  following 
he  was  admitted  a  licentiate  of  the 
royal  college  of  phyficians,  and 
foon  afterwards  was  eleded  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  medical  fociety.  His 
hifiory  of  an  Aneurifm  of  the  Aorta 
appears  in  the  firft  volume  of  their 
Obfervationsand  Inquiries  publiffied 
in  175 74 — 

u  His  other  papers  in  the  fecond 
volume  are,  1.  An  account  of  adi- 
feafed  Tibia,  which  ffiews  that  a 
Callus  will  fupply  the  place  of  a 
bone,  and  pfeferve  the  length  and 
firjimefs  of  a  limb,  when  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  original  bone  is  be¬ 
come  ufelefs,  or  thrown  out  by  ex¬ 
foliation  ;  and  2.  Remarks  on  the 
Symphyfis  of  the  Offia  Pubis,  which 
he  defcribes  as  a  compolition  of  two 
cartilages  and  a  ligament,  fomewhat 
like  the  conneding  fubftance  be* 
tween  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra;. — 
“  In  the  fourth  volume  he  re¬ 
lates  a  cafe,  which  ferved  to  con¬ 
firm  his  own  and  M.  de  Haller’s 
theory  concerning  the  infenfibility 
of  tendons  ;  and  in  that  and  the 
fifjh  volumes  he  communicated  his 
Obfer  rations  on  the  Retro  verted 
Uterus;  This  difeale,  although  it 
had  been  mentioned  by  M.  Gre- 

foire  in  his  ledures  at  Paris,  and 
1.  Peyrlhe,  the  learned  author  of 
a  Hiftory  of  Surgery,  thinks  He  has 
difcovered  fome  traces  of  it  in  the 
writings  of  the  ancients,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  underflood  till  Dr.  Hun* 
ter  defcribed  it*  firit  in  his  ledures 
in  1 7  £4*  and  afterwards  in  one  of 
the  volumes  of  the  work  in  quef- 
tion,  fince  which  it  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  known. — 

“  The  fixth  volume,  which  is 
now  in  the  prefs,  will  contain  three 
papers  written  by  Dr.  Hunter.  — 


<l  In  1762,  we  find  him  warmly 
engaged  in  controverfy,  fupporting 
his  claim  to  different  anatomical 
difcoveries,  in  a  work  entitled  Me¬ 
dical  Commentaries,  the  Ihyle  of 
which  is  corred  and  fpirited.  As 
ail  excufe  for  the  tardinefs  with 
which  he  brought  forth  this  work* 
he  obferves  in  his  introdudion,  that 
it  required  a  good  deal  of  time,  and 
he  had  little  to  fpare  ;  that  the  fub* 
jed  was  unpleafant,  and  therefore 
he  was  very  feldom  in  the  humour 
to  take  it  up. 

“  In  this  publication  he  confined 
himfelf  chiefly  to  a  difpute  with  the 
prefent  learned  profeffor  of  anatomy 
at  Edinburgh,  concerning  injedions 
of  the  tellicle,  the  duds  of  the  la* 
chrymal  gland,  the  origin  and  ufe 
of  the  lymphatic  veffels,  and  abfbrp* 
tion  by  veins.  He  likewife  de¬ 
fended  himfelf  againlt  a  reproach 
thrown  upon  him  by  profeffor  Mon¬ 
ro,  fenior,  by  giving  a  concife  ac¬ 
count  of  a  controverfy  he  was  in* 
volvedin  with  Mr.  Pott,  concern¬ 
ing  the  difcovery  of  the  Hernia 
Congenita.  It  was  not  long  before 
Mr.  Pott  took  occafion  to  give  the 
public  his  account  of  the  difpute  | 
and*  in  reply*  Dr.  Hunter  added  at 
fupplement  to  his  commentaries.— 

“  No  man  was  ever  more  tena¬ 
cious  than  Dr.  Hunter  of  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  anatomical 
rights.  ^  This  was  particularly 
evinced  in  the  year  1780,  when  his 
brother  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society  a  difcovery  he  had  made 
twenty-five  years  before*  relative  to 
the  firudure  of  the  placenta,  the 
communication  between  it  and  the 
utferus,  and  the  yafcularity  of  the 
fpongy  chorin. 

“  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  fo¬ 
ciety,  a  lettefr  was  read  in  which 
Dr.  Hunter  put  in  his  claim  to  the 
difcovery  in  queffioh.  This  lettef 

was 
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was  followed  by  a  reply  from  Mr. 
John  Hunter,  and  here  the  difpute 
ended. 

44  In  1762,  when  our  prefent 
amiable  queen  became  pregnant, 
Dr.  Hunter  was  confulted  ;  and  two 
years  afterwards  he  had  the  honour 
to  be  appointed  phyfician  extraordi¬ 
nary  to  her  majefty.  In  courts, 
where  intereft  too  often  prevails  over 
merit,  appointments  of  this  fort  are 
not  always  conferred  on  perfons  of 
the  greateft  abilities.  But  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  Dr.  Hunter  owed  his  no¬ 
mination  to  this  important  office 
foleiy  to  his  own  well-earned  repu¬ 
tation  ;  and  his  affiduity  and  uni¬ 
form  fuccefs  in  the  difcharge  of  it 
fnewed  how  well  he  deferred  it. 

44  About  this  time  his  avoca¬ 
tions  were  fo  numerous  that  he  be¬ 
came  deiirous  of  leftfening  his  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  having  noticed  the  in¬ 
genuity  and  affiduous  application  of 
the  late  Mr.  William  Hewfon,  F, 
R.  8,  who  was  then  one  of  his  pu¬ 
pils,  he  engaged  him  firft  as  an  af- 
liftant,  and  afterwards  as  a  partnerin 
his  lectures.  This  connexion  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  year.  1770,  when 
fome  difputes  happened,  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  reparation.  Mr  Hew¬ 
fon  was  fucceeded  in  the  partnerfhip 
by  Mr.  Cruikfhank,  whofe  anato¬ 
mical  abilities  are  defervedly  re- 
fpedted. 

44  In  1767,  Dr.  Hunter  was 
elected  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  and  the  year  following  com¬ 
municated  to  that  learned  body  oh- 
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fervations  on  the  bones,  commonly 
fuppofed  to  be  elephants  bones, 
which  have  been  round  near  the 
river  Ohio  in  America. — ■ 

44  This  was  not  the  only  fubjedt 
of  natural  hiftory  on  which  Dr. 
Hunter  employed  his  pen  ;  for  in  a 
fubfequent  volume  of  the  Philofo- 
phical  Tranfadlions,  we  find  him 
offering  his  remarks  on  fome  bones 
found  in  the  rock  of  Gibraltar*  and 
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which  he  proves  to  have  belonged  to 
fome  quadruped.  In  the  fame  work 
likewife,  he  publifhed  an  account  of 
the  nyl-ghau,  an  Indian  animal,  not 
defer! bed  before*,  and  which,  from 
its  ftrength  and  fwiftnefs,  promifed 
to  be  an  ufeful  acquilition  to  this 
country. 

44  In  1768,  Dr.  Hunter  became 
a  fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiq  uaries, 
and  the  fame  year,  at  theinftitution 
of  a  Royal  Academy  of  Arts,  he  was 
appointed  by  his  majeffy  to  the  office 
of  profeffor  of  anatomy.  This  ap¬ 
pointment  opened  a  new  field  for 
his  abilities,  and  he  engaged  in  it, 
as  he  did  in  every  other  purfuit  of 
his  life,  with  unabating  zeal.  He 
now  adapted  his  anatomical  know¬ 
ledge  to  the  objedfs  of  painting  and 
fculpture,  and  the  novelty  and  juft- 
nefs  of  his  obfervations  proved  at 
once  the  reaefinefs  and  extent  of  his 
genius. 

44  In  Jhhuary  1781,  he  was  un- 
animoully  eledted  to  fucceed  the  late 
Dr.  John  Fothergill  as  prelident  of 
the  medical  fociety.  He  was  one  of 
thofe  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
its  eftablifhment,  and  our  grateful  ac- 
knowiegements  are  due  to  him  for 
his  zealous  endeavours  to  promote 
the  liberal  views  of  the  inftitution, 
by  rendering  it  a  fource  of  mutual 
improvement,  and  thus  making 
it  ultimately  ufeful  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

44  As  his  name  and  talents  were 
known  and  refpedlcd  in  every  part 
of  Europe,  fo  the  honours  conferred 
on  him  were  not  limited  to  his  own 
country.  In  1  780,  the  Royal  Medi¬ 
cal  fociety  at  Paris  eledled  him  one 
of  their  foreign  afTociates ;  and  in 
1783,  he  received  a  fimilar  mark  of 
diftindlion  from  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  that  city. 

44  The  moft  fplendid  of  Dr. 
Hunter’s  medical  publications,  was 
the  anatomy  of  the  Human  Gravid 
Uterus.  The  appearance  of  this 
D  3  work 
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Work,  which  had  been  begun  fo 
early  as  the  year  1751,  (at  which 
time  ten  of  the  thirty-four  plates  it 
contains  were  completed)  was  re¬ 
tarded  till  the  year  1775?  only  by 
the  author’s  delire  of  fending  it  into 
the  world  with  fewer  imperfec¬ 
tions. — 

64  This  great  work  is  dedicated 
to  the  king.  In  his  preface  to  it, 
we  find  the  author  very  candidly 
acknowleging  that  in  moft  of  the 
diflecftions  he  had  been  afiilfed  by  his 
brother,  Mr.  John  Hunter,  44  whofe 
accuracy--— he  adds— in  anatomical 
refearches  is  fo  well  known,  that  to 
omit  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
him  for  that  affiftance  would  be  in 
forne  meafure  to  difregard  the  fu¬ 
ture  reputation  of  the  work  itfelf.” 
Jie  likewife  confefles  his  obligations 
to  the  ingenious  art ’its  who  made 
the  drawings  and  engravings,  44  but 
particularly  to  Mr.  Strange,  not 
bnly  for  having  by  hishand  fecured 
a  fort  of  immortality  to  two  of  the 
plates,  but  for  having  given  his  ad¬ 
vice  and  affiftance  in  every  part  with 
a  fteadyanddifinterefted  friendfhip.” 

44  The  plates  are  not  all  of  them 
equally  interefting  or  beautiful,  but 
I  believe  their  accuracy  has  never 
been  difputed.  The  four  fir  If  en¬ 
gravings  by  Strange  and  Ravenet, 
and  thofe  of  the  ovum  in  early  preg¬ 
nancy  by  World' ge,  are  ju itly  ad¬ 
mired  for  their  elegance.— 

44  An  anatomical  defeription  of 
the  gravid  uterus  was  a  work  which 
Dr.  Hunter  had  in  contemplation  to 
give  the  public.  He  h*d  likewife 
long  been  employed  in  colledfing 
and  arranging  materials  for  a  hlftory 
of  the  various  concretions  that  are 
formed  in  the  human  body. — 

44  Among#  Dr.  Hunter’s  papers 
have  been  found  two  introductory 
leCtures,  which  are  written  out  fo 
fairly,  and  with  fuch  accuracy, 
that  he  probably  intended  no  far¬ 
ther  correction  of  them  before  they 


fhould  be  given  to  the  world.  In 
thefe  leCtures  Dr.  Hunter  traces  the 
hiftory  of  anatomy  from  the  earlieft 
to  the  prefent  times,  along  with  the 
general  progrefs  of  fcience  and  the 
arts.  He  confiders  the  great  utility 
of  anatomy  in  the  praCtice  of  phy- 
fie  and  furgery  ;  gives  the  ancient 
divifions  of  the  different  fubftances 
compofmg  the  human  body,  which 
for  a  long  time  prevailed  in  anatomy ; 
points  out  the  moil  advantageous 
mode  of  cultivating  this  branch  of 
natural  knowlege  ;  and  concludes 
with  explaining  the  particular  plan 
of  his  own  leCtures. 

44  Befides  thefe  manuferipts  he 
has  alfo  left  behind  him  a  confider- 
able  number  of  cafes  of  difiedion  : 
moft  of  them  relate  to  pregnant  wo¬ 
men,  and  they  are  written  with  to¬ 
lerable  accuracy. 

44  The  lame  year  in  which  the 
tables  of  the  gravid  p  ter  us  made 
their  appearance,  Dr.  Hunter  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Royal  Society,  an 
Effay  on  the  Origin  of  the  Veneral 
Difeafe.  In  this  paper  he  attempted 
to  prove,  that  this  dreadf  ul  malady 
was  not  brought  from  America  to 
Europe  by  the  crew  of  Columbus, 
as  had  been  commonly  propofed, 
although  it  made  its  hr  ft  appearance 
about  ihat  period.-— 

44  After  this  paper  had  been  read 
to  the  Royal  Society,  Dr.  Hunter, 
in  a  converfation  with  the  late  Dr. 
Muftrrave,  was  convinced  that  the  tef- 
timohy  on  which  he  placed  his  chief 
dependence  was  of  lets  weight  than 
he  had  at  fir  ft  imagined,  as  many 
of  Martyr’s  letters  afford  the  moft 
convincing  proofs  of  their  having 
been  written  a  confiderable  time  af¬ 
ter  the  period  of  their  dates.  He 
therefore  very  properly  laid  aiide 
his  intention  of  giving  his  effay  to 
the  public. 

44  In  the  year  1777,  Dr.  Hunter 
joined  with  Mr.  Watfon  in  prefent- 
ing  to  the  Royal  Society  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  the  late  Dr.  Maty’s  illnefs, 
and  ofthe  appearances  on  difiedtion; 
and  the  year  following  he  publifhed 
his  Reflections  on  the  Sedtion  of  the 
Symphyfis  Pubis. — 

44  We  mud  now  go  back  a  little 
into  the  order  of  time  to  defcribe 
the  origin  and  progrefs  of  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter’s  mufeum,  without  forne  ac¬ 
count  of  which  the  hiftory  of  his 
life  would  be  very  incomplete. 

When  he  began  to  pradtife 
midwifery,  he  was  defirous  of  ac¬ 
quiring  a  fortune  fufficient  to  place 
him  in  eafy  and  independent  cir- 
cumftances.  Before  many  years 
hadelapfed  he  found  himfelfin  pof» 
feffion  of  a  fum  adequate  to  his 
wifhes  in  this  refpedt,  and  this  he 
fet  apart  as  a  refource  of  which  he 
might  avail  himfelf  whenever  age 
cn*  infirmities  fliould  oblige  him  to 
retire  from  bufinefs.  I  have  heard 
him  fay,  that  he  once  took  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  from  this  fund  for  the 
purpofes  of  his  mufeum,  but  that 
he  did  not  feel  himfelf  perfectly  at 
eafe  till  he  had  reftored  it  again. 
After  he  had  obtained  this  compe- 
tency,  as  his  wealth  continued  to 
accumulate,  he  formed  a  laudable 
delign  of  engaging  in  forne  fcheme 
of  public  utility,  and  at  firfl  had  it 
in  contemplation  to  found  an  anato¬ 
mical  fchool  in  this  metropolis.  For 
this  purpofe,  about  the  year  1765, 
during  the  adminiftration  of  Mr. 
Grenville,  he  prefented  &  memorial 
to  that  minifter,  in  which  he  re¬ 
queued  the  grant  of  a  piece  of 
ground  in  the  Mews,  for  the  fcite  of 
an  anatomical  theatre.  Dr.  Hunter 
undertook  to  expend  feven  thoufand 
pounds  on  the  building,  and  to  en¬ 
dow  a  profefforfhip  of  anatomy  in 
perpetuity.  This  fcheme  did  not 
meet  with  the  reception  it  deferved. 
In  a  converfation  on  this  fubjedt 
foon  afterwards  with  the  earl  of 
Shelburne,  his  iordfhip  exprefled  a 
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wifh  that  the  plan  might  be  carried 
into  execution  by  fubfcription,  and 
very  generoufly  requeued  to  have 
his  name  let  down  for  a  thoufand 
guineas.  Dr.  Hunter’s  delicacy 
would  not  allows  him  to  adopt  this 
propofal.  He  chofe  rather  to  execut© 
it  at  his  own  expence,  and  accord* 
ingly  purchafed  a  fpot  of  ground  in 
Great  Windmill-ftreet,  where  he 
erebted  a  fpacious  houfe,  to  which 
he  removed  from  Jermyn-ftreet  in 
177°. 

a  in  this  building,  belides  a 
handfome  amphitheatre  and  other 
convenient  apartments  for  his  lec¬ 
tures  and  dilfediions,  there  was  one 
magnificent  room,  fitted  up  with 
great  elegance  and  propriety  as  a 
mufeum. 

“  Ofthe  magnitude  and  value  of 
his  anatomical  colledtion,  forne  idea 
may  be  formed  when  we  confider 
the  great  length  of  years  he  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  making  of  anatomical  pre¬ 
parations,  and  in  the  difiedtion  of 
morbid  bodies,  added  to  the  eager- 
nefs  wfith  which  he  procured  addi¬ 
tions  from  the  coiledtions  of  Sandys, 
Hew  fan,  Falconar,  Blackall,  and 
others  that  were  at  different  times  of¬ 
fered  for  (ale  in  this  metropolis.  His 
fpecimens  of  rare  difeafes  were  like- 
wife  frequently  increafed  by  prefents 
from  his  medical  friends  and  pupils, 
who,  when  any  thing  of  this  fort 
occurred  to  them,  very  juftly 
thought  they  could  not  difpofeof  it 
more  properly  than  by  placing  it  in 
Dr.  Hunter’s  mufeum.  Speaking 
of  an  acquifition  in  this  way,  in  one 
of  his  publications,  he  fays,  “  I 
look  upon  every  thing  of  this  kind 
which  is  given  to  me,  as  a  prefent 
to  the  public  ;  and  confider  my- 
felf  as  thereby  called  upon  to* 
ferve  the  public  with  more  dili¬ 
gence.” 

“  Before  his  removal  to  Wind- 
mill-flreet,  he  had  confined  his  col* 
D  4  ledtioat 
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legion  chiefly  to  fpecimens  of  hu¬ 
man  and  comparative  anatomy,  and 
ot  difeafes ;  but  now  he  extended 
his  views  to  foflils,  and  likewife  to 
the  promotion  of  polite  literature 
and  erudition. 

“  Inafhort  fpace  of  time  he  be¬ 
came  poflefled  of  “  the  moft  magni¬ 
ficent  treafure  of  Greek  and  Latin 
books  that  has  been  accumulated  by 
any  perfon  now  living,  lince  the 
days  of  Mead.’7 — 

44  A  cabinet  of  ancient  medals 
contributed  likewife  much  to  the 
richnefs  ef  his  mufeum.  A  de¬ 
fer!  ption  of  part  of  the  coins,  in 
this  -collection,  Itruck  bv  the  Greek 
free  cities,  has  lately  been  publifhed 
by  the  doctor’s  learned  friend  Mr. 
Combe.  Tn  a  claffical  dedication  of 
this  elegant  volume  to  the  queen, 
Dr.  Hunter  acknowleges  his  obliga¬ 
tions  to  her  tnajefly.  In  the  pre¬ 
face  fome  account'is  given  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  collection,  which  has 
been  brought  together  iince  the 
year  1770,  with  Angular  tafle,  and 
at  the  expence  of  upwards  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds. 

In  j  7 B 1 ,  the  mufeum  received  a 
Valuable  addition  of  (hells,  corals, 
and  other  curious  fubjeCts  of  natu- 
Tal  hiflory  which  had  been  col¬ 
lected  by  the  late  worthy  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill,  who  gave  directions  by  his 
Will,  that  his  collection  (hould  be 
appraifed  alter  his  death,  and  that 
Dr.  Hunter  fhould  have  the  refufal 
of  it  at  five  hundred  pounds  under 
the  valuation.  This  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done,  and  Dr.  Hunter  pur- 
chafed  it  for  the  fum  of  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  pounds. 

“  The  fame  of  this  mufeum 
fpread  throughout  Europe.  Few 
foreigners,  diftinguifhed  for  their 
■rank  or  learning,  vilired  this  metro¬ 
polis  without  requefling  to  lee  it. 
Men  of  fcience  of  our  own  country 
always  had  eafy  accefs  to  it.-— Con- 


fidered  in  a  collective  point  of  view 
it  is  perhaps  without  a  rival. 

44  Dr.  Hunter  at  the  head  of  his 
profeffion,  honoured  with  the  ef- 
teem  of  his  fovereign,  and  in  pof- 
feirion  of  every  thing  that  his  repu¬ 
tation  and  wealth  could  confer, 
feemed  now  to  have  attained  the 
fummit  of  his  wilhes.  But  rhefe 
fources  of  gratification  were  imbit- 
tered  by  a  difpofition  to  the  gout, 
which  harrafled  him  frequently  rur- 
the  latter  part  of  his  life ,  notwith- 
flanding  his  very  abfiemious  manner 
of  living. — 

44  On  Saturday  the  1 5  th  of  March 
3783,  after  having  for  feveral  days 
experienced  a  return  of  a  wandering 
gout,  he  complained  of  great  head- 
ach  and  naufea.  In  this  flate  he 
went  to  bed,  and  for  feveral  days 
felt  more  pain  than  ufual  both  in 
his  flomach  and  limbs. 

44  On  the  Thurfday  following 
he  found  himfelf  fo  much  recovered 
that  he  determined  to  give  the  in¬ 
troductory  leCture  to  the  operations 
of  furgery.  It  was  to  no  purpofe 
that  his  friends  urged  to  him  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  an  attempt. 
He  was  determined  to  make  the  ex¬ 
periment,  and  accordingly  delivered 
the  leCture  ;  but  towards  the  con- 
clufion  his  Arength  was  fo  ex- 
hauited  that  he  fainted  away,  and 
was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  bed 
by  two  fervants.  The  following 
night  and  day  his  fymptoms  were 
fuch  as  indicated  danger  ;  and  on 
Saturday  morning  Mr.  Combe,  who 
made  him  an  early  vilir,  was  alarm¬ 
ed  on  being  told  by  Dr.  Hunter 
himfelf,  that  during  the  night  hq 
had  certainly  had  a  paralytic  flroke. 
As  neither  his  fpeech  nor  his  pulfe 
were  afteCted,  and  he  was  able  to  raife 
himfelf  in  bed,  Mr.  Combe  en¬ 
couraged  him  to  hope  that  he  was 
miftaken.  But  the  event  proved  the 
doctor’s  idea  of  his  complaint  to  be 
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but  too  well  founded  ;  for  from  that 
time  till  his  death,  which  happened 
on  Sunday  the  30th  of  March,  he 
voided  no  urine  without  the  allifl- 
ance  of  the  catheter,  which  was  oc- 
ealionally  introduced  by  his  brother; 
and  purgative  medicines  were  ad- 
miniifered  repeatedly  without  pro¬ 
curing  a  pallage  by  ftool.  Thefe 
circumltances,  and  the  abfence  of 
pain,  feerned  to  fhew  that  the  intef- 
tines  and  urinary  bladder  had  loll 
their  fenfibility  and  power  of  con¬ 
traction  5  and  it  was  reafonable  to 
prefume  that  a  partial  palfy  had  af- 
feCted  the  nerves  diftributed  to  thole 
parts. 

44  The  latter  moments  of  his  life 
exhibited  an  inflance  of  phiiefophi- 
cal  calmnefs  and  fortitude  that  well 
deferves  to  be  recorded.  Turning 
to  his  friend  Mr.  Combe,  44  If  { 
had  ftrength  enough  to  hold  a  pern — 
faid  he— I  would  write  how'-  eafy  and 
pleafanc  a  thing  it  is  to  died  J 

44  By  his  will,  the  ufe  of  hisinu- 
feum,  under  the  direction  of  truf- 
tees,  devolves  to  his  nephew7  Mat¬ 
thew  Baillie,  B.  A.  and  in  cafe  of 
his  death  to  Mr.  Cruikfhank  tor  the 
term  of  thirty  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  the  whole  collection  is 
bequeathed  to  the  univerfity  of 
Glafgow. 

44  The  fum  of  eight  thoufand 
pounds  iterling  is  left  as  a  fund  for 
the  fupport  and  augmentation  of  the 
collection. 

44  The  tru  flees  are  Dr.  George 
Fordyce,  Dr.  David  Pitcairne,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Combe,  to  each  of 
whom  Dr.  Hunter  has  bequeathed  an 
annuity  of  twenty  pounds  for  thirty 
years,  that  is,  during  the  period  in 
which  they  will  be  executing  the 
purpofes  of  the  will. 

44  Dr.  Hunter  has  likewife  be¬ 
queathed  an  annuity  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  his  lifter,  Mrs.  Baillie, 
during  her  life,  and  the  fum  of  two 
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thoufand  pounds  to  each  of  her  two 
daughters.  The  refid  ue  of  his  ef„ 
tate  and  effects  goes  to  his  nephew. 

44  On  Saturday  the  5th  of  April* 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the  rec¬ 
tor’s  vault  of  St.  James’s  church 
Wed: mi  niter. 

Of  the  perfon  of  Dr.  Hunter,  it 
may  beobferved,  that  he  was  regu¬ 
larly  lhaped,  but  of  a  deader  make, 
and  rather  below  a  middle  flat  lire. 

44  There  are  feveral  good  por¬ 
traits  of  him  extant.  One  of  thefe 
is  in  an  unfinifhed painting  by  Zof- 
fani,  who  has  reprefented  him  in 
the  attitude  of  giving  a  leCture  on 
the  mufdes  at  the  royal  academy, 
furrounded  by  a  groupe  of  acade¬ 
micians.  Of  the  engraved  prints  of 
him  which  have  appeared,  I  give 
the  preference  to  that  executed  by 
Collyer,  from  the  portrait  by 
Chamberlin,  in  the  council  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  Royal  Academy.  It  ex¬ 
hibits  an  accurate  and  linking  re- 
femblance  of  his  features. 

44  Plis  manner  of  living  was  ex- 

O 

tremely  fimple  and  frugal,  and  the 
quantify  of  his  food  was  fniall  as 
well  as  plain.  He  was  an  early 
rifer,  and  when  bulinefs  was  over, 
was  conllantly  engaged  in  his  ana¬ 
tomical  puriuits,  or  in  his  mu^ 
feum. — 

44  There  was  fomething  very  en¬ 
gaging  in  his  manner  and  addrefs, 
and  he  had  fuch  an  appearance  of 
attention  to  his  patients,  when  he  was 
making  his  inquiries,  as  could  hardly 
fail  to  conciliate  their  confidence 
and  efleein.  In  confultation  with 
his  medical  brethren,  he  delivered 
his  opinions  with  diffidence  and  can¬ 
dour.  In  familiar  converfation  he 
was  chearful  and  unafluming. 

44  All  who  knew  him  allow  that 
he  pofiefied  an  excellent  underfland- 
ing,  great  readinefs  of  perception,  a 
good  memory,  and  a  found  judg¬ 
ment.  To  thefe  intellectual  powers 

he 
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be  united  uncommon  adiduity  and 
precidon,  fo  that  he  was  admirably 
fitted  for  anatomical  invedigation. 

44  As  a  teacher  of  anatomy  he 
lias  been  long  and  defervedly  cele¬ 
brated.  He  was  a  good  orator,  and 
having  a  clear  and  accurate  concep¬ 
tion  of  what  he  taught,  he  knew 
how  to  place  in  diftin&and  intelli¬ 
gible  points  of  view  the  mod  ab- 
ilrufe  fubjebls  of  anatomy  and  phy- 
fiology.  Among  other  methods  of 
explaining  and  illudrating  his  doc¬ 
trines,  he  ufed  frequently  to  intro¬ 
duce  fome  appolite  dory  or  cafe 
that  had  occurred  to  him  in  his 
practice,  and  few  men  had  acquired 
a  more  intereding  fund  of  anecdotes 
of  this  kind,  or  related  them  in  a 
more  agreeable  manner.  He  had 
the  talent  of  infilling  much  of  his 
ardour  into  his  pupils,  and  if  anato¬ 
mical  knowlege  is  more  diffufed  in 
this  country  than  formerly,  we  are 
indebted  for  this,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  to  his  exertions. 

44  To  him,  likewife,  we  owe 
much  of  the  moderation  and  cau¬ 
tion  which  nowr  prevail  amongd  dif- 
creet  and  intelligent  practitioners  of 
midwifery,  in  the  ufe  of  indru- 
ments., — 


4  4  The  munificence  he  difplayed 
in  the  caufe  of  fcience  has  likewife  a 
claim  to  our  applaufe.  Perfons  of 
an  invidious  turn  of  mind  who  Peek 
to  depreciate  his  merit  in  this  re- 
fpedf,  may  perhaps  endeavour  to 
trace  the  motive  by  which  he  was 
adluated,  and  afcribe  to  vanity 
what  deferves  rather  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  commendable  love  of  fame. 
It  is  certain  that  Dr.  Hunter  facri- 
ficed  no  part  of  his  time  or  his  for¬ 
tune  to  voluptuoufnefs,  to  idle  pomp, 
or  to  any  of  the  common  objeCis  of 
vanity  that  induence  the  purfuits  of 
mankind  in  general.  He  feems  to 
have  been  animated  with  a  defire  of 
dibinguifhing  himfeif  in  thofe  things 
which  are  in  their  nature  laudable  ; 
and  being  a  bachelor,  and  without 
views  for  edablifhing  a  family,  he 
was  at  liberty  to  indulge  his  incli¬ 
nation.  Let  us,  therefore,  not 
with-hold  the  praife  that  is  due  to 
him  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  let  it  be 
obferved,  that  his  temperance,  his 
prudence,  his  perfevering  and  eager 
purfuit  of  knowlege,  conditute  an 
example  which  we  may  with  ad¬ 
vantage  to  ourfelves,  and  to  fociety, 
endeavour  to  imitate. 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 

jf^VF  the  life  of  this  ingenious  me,  in  reply  to  one  I  had  addreffed 
anatomid  no  account  had  to  her  at  the  fuggedkm  of  our  corn- 
been  printed,  till  my  learned  friend  mon  friend  Mr.  Watfon,  F.R.S. 
Dr.  Hahn,  profedor  of  phylic  in  This  letter  I  tranfmitted  to  Dr. 
the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  prefixed  Hahn,  who  tells  me  he  has  given  it 
fome  anecdotes  of  him  to  a  Latin  entire  in  a  Latin  trandation;  and  it 
trandation  of  his  works,  lately  pub-  affords  fo  affeblionate  and  jud  a  tri- 
lidied  in  that  city,  but  wrhich  l  have  bute  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hewfon, 
notyet  feen.  Thefe  anecdotes  are  con-  that  I  am  perfuaded  my  readers  will 
tained  in  the  following  letter  with  be  plealed  to  l*ee  it  preferved  here 
which  Mr.  Hevvfon’s  widow  favoured  in  its  original  form. 

44  Sjr 
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u  Sir, 

I  fhoitld  think  myfelf  bound  to 
grant  any  requed  introduced  with 
Mr.  Watfon’s  name;  but  that  which 
you  make  in  the  letter  I  received 
ye  herd  ay  needed  no  fuch  introduc¬ 
tion.  A  tribute  paid  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  Mr.  Hewfon  is  highly  gra¬ 
tifying  to  me,  and  I  can  have  no 
employment  that  will  give  me  more 
fatis  faction  than  that  of  abiding  in  any 
degree  to  thefpreadingof  his  fame. 

u  You  fay,  you  are  not  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  general  hidory  of 
Mr,  Hewfon’s  life,  and  you  fpeak 
ot  him  in  terms  which  fhew  you 
are  not  unacquainted  with  his  cha¬ 
racter.  Had  vou  been  among  the 
number  of  his  friends,  you  would 
bear  tedimony  of  his  private  vir¬ 
tues,  which  rendered  him  no  lels 
dear  to  his  family  and  affociates, 
than  his  talents  made  him  refpec- 
table  in  the  world. 

“  Mr.  Hewfon  was  born  at  Hex¬ 
ham  in  Northumberland,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  O.  S.  1739. 
He  received  the  rudiments  of  hisedu- 
cation  at  a  grammar-fchool  in  that 

D 

town,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown. 
H  is  father  was  a  furgeon  and  apo¬ 
thecary  in  the  place,  and  much 
refpedted  in  that  neighbourhood. 
With  him  Mr.  Hewfon  acquired 
his  firft  medical  knowlege.  Being 
ambitious  to  increafe  that  knowlege, 
he  placed  himfelf  firft  under  an  emi¬ 
nent  furgeon  in  Newcaftle  (Mr. 
Ljambert),  and  afterwards  redded  for 
fome  time  at  London,  Edinburgh, 
and  Paris.  His  fubfequent  acquire¬ 
ments  are  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
he  vifited  thofg  places  with  a  true 
love  of  fcience  and  delire  of  attain¬ 
ing  eminence  in  his  profeffion. 

“  I  became  acquainted  with  him 
in  the  year  1768.  He  was  at  that 
time  in  partnerfhip  with  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter.  Some  limilarity  in  our  difpo- 
litions  created  a  mutual  edeem,  and 
the  equality  of  our  lit uat ions  made 


our  union  delirable  in  point  of  pru¬ 
dence.  1  had  five  months  the  dart 
of  him  in  age,  no  pretend ons  to 
beauty,  nor  any  fplendid  fortune ; 
yet  I  believe  he  was  latisded  with 
the  choice  he  made.  We  were  mar¬ 
ried  July  10th  't’J'/o.  I  brought 
him  two  Tons.  The  elder  was  juft 
three  years  old  when  Mr.  Hewfon 
died,  which  was  on  the  fird  of  May 
1774,  and  I  was  delivered  of  a 
daughter  on  the  ninth  of  Auguft 
following.  His  lad  moments  of  re¬ 
collection  were  embittered  by  the 
idea  of  leaving  me  with  three  chil¬ 
dren  but  fcantily  provided  for.  The 
trial  of  my  fortitude  was  different : 
the  lofs  of  affluence  I  did  not  feel 
for  myfelf,  and  I  thought  I  could 
bring  up  my  children  not  to  want  it. 
However,  by  the  death  of  an  aunt, 
who  left  me  her  fortune,  1  became  re¬ 
in  dated  in  eafy  circumdances,  and 
am  enabled  to  give  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion  to  my  children,  who  I  hope 
will  prove  worthy  of  the  dock  from 
which  they  grew,  and  do  honour 
to  the  name  of  Hewfon. 

44  Mr.  Hewfon’s  mother  is  dill 
living  at  Hexham,  and  has  one 
daughter,  the  younged  and  only  re¬ 
maining  child  of  eleven. 

44  His  father  died  in  1767;  and 
having  had  fo  large  a  family,  it  will 
be  readily  fuppolcd  he  could  not 
give  much  to  his  foil,  fo  that  Mr. 
Hewfon’s  advancement  in  life  was 
owing  to  his  own  indudry. 

“  A  better  fon  and  hufband,  or 
a  fonder  father  than  Mr.  Hewfon* 
never  exided.  He  was  honoured 
with  the  friendfhip  of  many  refpect- 
able  perfons  now  living,  and  the 
late  dr  John  Pringle  fhewed  him 
lingular  marks  of  regard. 

44  Mr.  Hewfon’s  manners  were 
gentle  and  engaging  :  his  ambition 
was  free  from  odentation,  his  pru¬ 
dence  was  without  meannefs,  and 
he  was  more  covetous  of  fame  than 
of  fortune. 
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44  You  will,  I  trull,  readily  for¬ 
give  me,  if  I  have  been  more  pro¬ 
lix  than  you  delired.  It  would’ be 
210  eafy  matter  for  me  to  relate  bare 
facta  without  fome  comment  upon 
inch  a  iubjecK 

44  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mo  ft  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 
Mary  Hew  son.” 

Kenjington, 

Mg.  ^Oj,  1783* 


44  To  this  letter  I  take  the  liberty 
to  add,  that  the  writer  of  it,  whole 
fentiments  do  her  fo  much  honour, 
is  the  lady  to  whom  Dr.  Franklin 
has  add  refled  feveral  of  his  letters 
on  philofophical  fubjebls,  and  like- 
wife  his  fcheme  for  a  new  alphabet 
and  reformed  mode  of  fpelling,  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  collection  of  bis  poli¬ 
tical,  mifcellaneous  and  philqfopbi» 
cal  pieces,” 
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MANNERS  of  the  ROMANS,  at  the  End  of  the  Second  PUNIC 

WAR, 

[From  Dr.  Ferguson’s  Hiftory  of  the  Progrefs  and  Termination  of  the 

Roman  Republic.] 


u  ^  notwith {landing  the 

fj  fplendor  of  fuch  rapid  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  of  the  high  mili¬ 
tary  and  political  talents  which  pro¬ 
cured  it,  if  by  any  accident  the  ca¬ 
reer  of  the  Romans  had  been  ft  opt 
at  the  prelent  aera,  their  name,  it  is 
probable,  would  never  have  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  record  of  polifned  na¬ 
tions,  nor  they  themielves  been 
otherwife  known  than  as  a  barba¬ 
rous  dynafty,  that  fell  a  prey  to 
fome  more  fortunate  pretenders  to 
dominion  and  conqueft. 

u  The  Romans,  being  altogether 
men  of  the  fword,  or  of  the  ftate, 
made  no  application  to  letters,  or 
fedentary  occupations,  Cato  is  in¬ 
troduced  by  Cicero  as  faying,  that 
it  had  been  anciently  the  fafhion  at 
Roman  feafts  to  fmg  heroic  ballads 
in  honour  of  their  anceftors  ;  but 
that  this  cuftom  had  been  difconti- 
nued  in  his  own  time  :  and  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  from  the  great  change  which 
their  language  underwent  in  a  few 
years,  that  they  had  no  popular  of 
fcftablilhed  compolitions  in  writing', 
or  even  in  vulgar  tradition,  by  which 
the  uniformity  of  language  has,  in 
Other  inftances,  been  longer  pre¬ 
served.  They  had  hitherto  no  hif- 
iorian,  poet,  or  philofopher  ;  and 
k  was  only  now,  that  any  tafte  be¬ 
gan  to  appear  for  the  compolitions 
Ot  fuch  authors,  Fabius.  Ennius, 
and  Cato,  became  the  firft  hiftori- 
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ans  of  their  country,  and  raifed  the 
firft  literary  monuments  of  genius 

”  •  ,  o 

that  we're  to  remain  with  pofterity. 

u  The  inclination  which  now 
appeared  for  the  learning  of  the 
Greeks  was  by  many  confidered'  as 
a  mark  of  degeneracy,  and  gave  rife 
to  the  never-ending  difpute,  which, 
in  this  as  in  other  nations,  took 
place  between  the  patrons  of  ancient 
and  modern  manners.  The  ad¬ 
mirers  of  ancient  times,  being  at- 
tached  to  what  they  received  from 
their  anceftors,  were  difpofed  to  re-* 
jedt  ’  every  new  improvement,  and 
feemed  willing  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  ingenuity  itfelf.  The  gay,  and 
the  falhionable,  on  the  other  hand, 
liked  what  was  new ;  were  fond  of 
every  change,  and  would  ever 
adopt  the  lateft  invention  as  the 
model  of  propriety,  elegance,  am! 
beauty. 

“  To  the  fimplicity  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  manners  in  other  refpects,  and 
to  the  ability  of  the  moft  accom- 
plilhed  councils  of  ftate,  was  joined 
a  very  grofs  fuperftition,  which  led 
to  many  adts  of  abfurdity  and 
cruelty.  In  this  particular  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  conceptions  of  men 
are  altogether  unconnedled  with 
their  civil  and  political,  as  well  as 
military  charadfer ;  and  that  thte 
rites  they  adopt,  even  when  inno¬ 
cent,  and  the  moft  admiftible  ex¬ 
pressions  of  vvorfhip,  do  not  deferve 
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to  be  recorded  for  any  'other  purpofe 
than  to  (hew  how  far  they  are  ar¬ 
bitrary  ;  and  how  little,  in  many 
inffances,  they  are  diredfea,  even 
among  nations  otherwife  the  moil 
accompli ihed,  by  any  rule  of  utility, 
humanity,  or  reafon. 

“  A  little  time  before  the  break¬ 
ing  out  of  the  late  war,  the  Roman 
Senate,  upon  the  report  of  a  pro¬ 
phecy,  that  the  Gauls  and  the 
Greeks  were  to  poffefs  the  city,  or¬ 
dered  a  man  and  a  woman  of  each 
of  thofe  nations  to  be  buried  alive 
in  the  market-place  ;  fuppofing,  we 
may  imagine,  that,  by  this  add  of 
monftrousinjuftice  and  cruelty,  they 
were  to  fulfil  or  elude  the  predic¬ 
tion.  They  attended  to  the  num- 
berlefs  prodigies  that  were  annually 
collected,  and  to  the  charms  that 
were  fuggefled  to  avert  the  evils 
which  thofe  prodigies  werefuppofed 
to  prefage,  no  lefs  than  they  did  to 
the  molf  lerious  affairs  of  the  Com¬ 


monwealth.  They  frequently  feem- 
ed  to  impute  their  diftreifes,  more 
to  the  negledt  of  fuperflitious  rites* 
than  to  the  rniicondudl  of  their  of¬ 
ficers,  or  to  the  fuperiority  of  their 
enemies.  Fabius,  who,  by  perfe- 
verance  and  fteadinefs,  had  the 
merit  of  refforing  their  affairs,  was 
no  lefs  celebrated  for  his  diligence 
in  averting  the  effedt  of  prodigies 
and  unhappy  prefages,  than  he  was 
for  the  conduct  and  ability  of  a  cau¬ 
tious  and  fuccefsful  commander* 
Even  Scipio  is  laid  to  have  been  in¬ 
fluenced  by  his  dreams,  and  to  have 
pretended  to  fpecial  revelations. 

“  From  fuch  examples  as  thefe, 
we  may  learn  the  fallacy  of  partial 
reprefentations  of  national  character, 
and  carefully  to  guard  againit  draw¬ 
ing  any  inference  from  the  defedls 
or  accomplifhments  which  a  people 
may  exhibit  of  one  kind,  to  efta- 
blifti  thofe  of  another.” 


MANNERS  of  the  ROMANS,  after  the  Defeat  of  PERSEUS,  and 
the  Settlement  of  MACEDONIA  and  ILLYRICUM. 

¥ 

[From  the  fame  Work.,] 


“  OUCH  was  the  rank  which  the 
3  Romans  affumed  among  na¬ 
tions  ;  while  their  flatefmen  Hill  re¬ 
tained  much  of  their  primeval  ru- 
llicity,  and  did  not  confider  the 
diftindfions  of  fortune  and  equipage 
as  the  appurtenances  of  power  or 
of  high  command.  Cato,  though 
a  citizen  of  the  highefl  rank,  and 
veiled  fucceffively  with  the  dignities 
of  Conful  and  of  Cenfor,  ufed  to 
partake  in  the  labour  of  his  own 
flaves,  and  to  feed  with  them  from 
the  fame  difli  at  their  meals.  When 
he  commanded  the  armies  of  the  re¬ 
public,  the  daily  allowance  of  his 
houfehold  was  no  more  than  three 


medimni,  or  about  as  many  bufhels 
of  wheat  for  his  family,  and  half  a 
medimnus,  or  half  a  bufhel  of  bar¬ 
ley  for  his  holies.  In  furveying  his 
province  he  ufually  travelled  on  foot, 
attended  by  a  lingle  Have  who  car¬ 
ried  his  baggage. 

“  Thefe  particulars  are  mention¬ 
ed  perhaps  as  peculiar  to  Cato  ;  but 
fuch  Angularities  in  the  manners  of 
a  perfon  placed  fo  high  among  the 
people,  carry  fome  general  intima¬ 
tion  of  the  fafhion  of  the  times. 

“  A  fpirit  of  equality  yet  reign¬ 
ed  among  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  which  rejedfed  the  dif- 
tindtions  of  fortune,  and  checked 
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the  admiration  of  private  wealth. 
In  all  military  donations  the  centu¬ 
rion  had  no  more  than  double  the 
allowance  of  a  private  foldier,  and 
no  military  rank  was  indelible.  The 
conful  and  commander  in  chief  of 
one  year  ferved  not  only  in  the 
ranks,  but  even  as  a  tribune  or 
inferior  officer  in  the  next  :  and  the 
fame  perfon  who  had  difplayed  the 
genius  and  ability  of  the  general, 
Hill  valued  himfelf  on  the  courage 
and  addrefs  of  a  legionary  foldier. 

No  one  was  raifed  above  the 
glory  to  be  reaped  from  the  exertion 
of  mere  perfonal  courage  and  bodi¬ 
ly  firength.  Perlons  of  the  high- 
eft  condition  fent  or  accepted  a  defi¬ 
ance  to  fight  in  fingie  combat,  in 
prefence  of  the  armies  to  which 
they  belonged.  Marcus  Servilius,  a 
perfon  of  confular  rank,  in  order 
to  enhance  the  authority  with 
which  he  fpoke  when  he  pleaded 
for  the  triumph  of  Paulus  Emilius, 
informed  the  people  that  he  him¬ 
felf,  full  three  and  twenty  times, 
had  fought  fingiy  with  fo  many 
champions  of  the  enemy,  and  that 
in  each  of  theft;  encounters  he  had 
flain  and  Aripped  his  antagonift.  A 
combat  of  the  fame  kind  was  after- 
wards  fought  by  the  younger  Sci- 
pio,  when  ferving  in  Spain, 

6i  The  fumptuary  laws  of  this  age 
were  fuited  to  the  idea  of  citi¬ 
zens  who  were  determined  to  con¬ 
tribute  their  utmoft  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  ftate ;  but  to  forego  the 
means  of  luxury  or  perfonal  di- 
flindtion.  Roman  ladies  were  re- 
Arained,  except  in  religious  procef- 
fions,  from  the  ufe  of  carriages  any 
where  within  the  city,  or  at  the 
diftanceof  lefs  than  a  mile  from  its 
walls ;  and  yet  the  fpace  over  which 
they  were  to  preferve  their  commu¬ 
nications  extended  to  a  circuit  of 
fourteen  miles,  and  began  to  be  fo 
much  ciowded  with  buildings  or 
cottages*  that*  even  before  the  re¬ 


duction  of  Macedonia,  it  was  be¬ 
come  neceffary  to  reftrain  private 
perfons  from  encroaching  on  the 
ftreets,  fquares,  and  other  fpaces 
referved  for  public  conveniency.  in. 
a  place  of  this  magnitude,  and  fo 
flocked  with  inhabitants,  the  female 
fex  was  aifo  forbidden  the  ufe  of  va¬ 
riegated  or  party-coloured  clothes, 
or  of  more  than  half  an  ounce  of 
gold  in  the  ornament  of  their  per¬ 
fons.  This  law  being  repealed, 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  Cato, 
this  citizen,  when  he  came,  in  the 
capacity  of  Cenfor,  to  take  account 
of  the  equipages,  clothes,  and 
jewels  of  the  women,  taxed  each 
of  them  tenfold  for  whatever  was 
found  in  her  wardrobe  exceeding  the 
value  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
denarii,  or  about  fifty  pounds  fieri- 

ins- 

“  The  attention  of  the  legiflature 
was  carried  into  the  detail  of  enter¬ 
tainments  or  feafts.  In  one  aft  the 
number  of  the  guefis,  and  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  one  the  expence  of  their 
meals,  were  limited.  By  the  Lex 
Tribonia,  enacted  about  twenty 
years  after  the  reduction  of  Mace¬ 
donia,  a  citizen  was  allowed,  on  cer¬ 
tain  high  feftivals,  to  expend  three 
hundred  affes,  or  about  twenty  {hil¬ 
lings  flerling  ;  on  other  feftivals  of 
lefs  note,  one  hundred  affes,  or 
about  fix  {hillings  and  eight  pence  ; 
but  during  the  remainderof  the  year, 
no  more  than  ten  affes,  or  about  eight 
pence;  and  was  not  allowed  to  ferve 
up  more  than  one  fowl,  and  this  with  a 
provifo  that  it  ihould  not  be  cram¬ 
med  or  fatted. 

u  Superftition  made  a  principal 
article  in  the  character  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  fubjedted  them  continually 
to  be  occupied  or  alarmed  with  pro¬ 
digies  and  ominous  appearances,  of 
which  they  endeavoured  to  avert 
the  effedts  by  rites  and  expiations, 
as  ftrange  and  irrational  as  the  pre- 
fages  on  whieh  they  had  grounded 

their 
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their  fears*  Great  part  of  their 
time  was  accordingly  taken  lip  with 
proceffions  and  public  fhews,  and 
much  of  their  fubftance,  even  to 
the  whole  annual  produce  of  their 
herds,  was  occalionaliy  expended 
in  facrifices,  or  in  the  performance 
of  public  vows,  The  firft  officers 
of  date,  in  their  functions  of  the 
priefthood,  performed  the  part  of  the 
cook  and  the  butcher ;  and,  while 
the  fenate  was  deliberating  on  quef- 
tions  of  great  moment,  examined 
the  entrails  of  a  victim,  in  order  tp 
know  what  the  gods  had  determined. 
“  You  mu  ft  delift,”  faid  the  con- 
ful  Cornelius,  entering  the  fenate 
with  a  countenance  pale  and  marked 
with  aftonifli men t  ;  44  I  myfelfhave 
vifited  the  boiler,  and  the  head  of 
the  liver  is  confumed.” 

“  According  to  the  opinions  en¬ 
tertained  in  thofe  times,  forcery  was 
a  principal  expedient  employed  by 
thofe  who  had  fecret  defigns  on  the 
life  of  their  neighbour.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  to  make  a  part  in  the  ftatutory 
crime  of  poifoning  ;  and  the  fame 
imagination  which  admitted  the 
charge  of  forcery  as  credible,  was, 
in  particular  inftances,  when  any 
perfon  wasaccufed,  eafily  convinced 
of  his  guilt  infomuch  that  fome 
thoufands  were  at  times  convibted 
together  of  this  imaginary  crime. 

“  The  manners  of  the  people  of 
Italy  were  at  times  fubjebt  to  ftrange 
diforders,  or  the  magiftrate  gave 
credit  to  wild  and  improbable  re¬ 
ports.  The  ftory  of  the  Bacchanals, 
dated  the  year  of  Rome  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty-ftx,  or  about  twenty 
years  before  the  conqueft  of  Mace* 
donia,  may  be  confidered  as  an  in- 
ftance  of  one  or  the  other.  A  lo- 
ciety,  under  the  name  of  Bacchanals, 
had  been  inftituted,  on  the  fuggef- 
tion  of  a  Greek  pretender  to  divina¬ 
tion.  The  defire  of  being  admitted 
into  this  fociety  prevailed  through-"' 


THE  ROMANS, 

out  Italy,  and  the  fedt  became  ex¬ 
tremely  numerous.  As  they  com¬ 
monly  met  in  the  night,  they  were 
faid  at  certain  hours  to  extinguifh 
their  lights,  and  to  indulge  them- 
feives  in  every  prabtiee  of  horror, 
rape,  inceft,  and  murder  ;  crimes 
under  which  no  fedt  or  fraternity 
could  poflibly  fublift,  but  which, 
in  being  imputed  to  numbers  in  this 
credulous  age,  gave  occafton  to  a 
fevere  inquifition,  and  proved  fatal 
to  many  perfons  at  Rome,  and 
throughout  Italy. 

The  extreme  fuperftition,  how¬ 
ever,  of  thofe  times,  in  fome  of  its 
eftebts,  vied  with  genuine  religion  ; 
and,  by  the  regard  it  infpired,  more 
efpecially  for  the  obligation  of  oaths, 
became  a  principle  of  public  order 
and  of  public  duty,  and  in  many 
inftances  fuperfeded  the  ufe  of  penal 
or  com  pul  lory  laws. 

44  When  the  citizen  fwore  that 
he  would  obey  the  call  of  the  ma¬ 
giftrate  to  enlift  in  the  legions;  when 
the  foldier  fwore  that  he  would  not 
defert  his  colours,  difobey  his  com¬ 
mander,  or  fly  from  his  enemy ; 
when  a  citizen,  at  the  call  of  the 
cenfor,  reported  on  oath  the  amount 
of  his  effebts ;  the  ftate,  in  all  thofe 
inftances,  with  perfebl  confidence 
relied  on  the  good  faith  of  her  fub- 
jebts,  and  was  not  deceived 

u  In  the  period  to  which  thefe 
obfervations  refer,  that  is,  in  the 
fixth  century  of  the  Romin  ftate* 
the  firft  dawning  of  literature  be¬ 
gan  to  appear.  It  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  that  a  cuftom  prevailed  among 
the  primitive  Romans,  as  among 
other  rude  nations,  at  their  feafts  to 
fing  or  rehearfe  heroic  ballads  which 
recorded  their  own  deeds  or  thofe  of 
their  anceftors.  This  pradliee  had 
been  fome  time  difcontinued,  and 
the  compofitions  themfelves  were 
loft.  They  were  fucceeded  by  pre¬ 
tended  monuments  of  hiftory  equally 

fallacious 
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fallacious,  the  orations  which,  hav¬ 
ing  been  pronounced  at  funerals, 
Were  like  titles  of  honour,  preferved 
in  the  archives  of  every  noble 
houfe,  but  which  were  rather  cal¬ 
culated  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  fa¬ 
milies,  than  to  record  the  truth. 

u  The  Romans  owed  the  earlieft 
compilations  of  their  hi  dory  to 
Greeks  ;  and  in  their  own  fir  ft  at¬ 
tempts  to  relate  their  ftory  employed 
the  language  of  that  people.  Nas- 
vlus  and  Ennius,  who  were  the  fir  ft 
that  Wrote  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
compofed  their  relations  in  verfb. 
Livius  Andronicus,  and  afterwards 
Plautus  and  Terence,  tranflated  the 
Greek  fable,  and  exhibited  in  the 
Erects  of  Rome,  not  the  Roman, 
but  Grecian  manners.  The  two 
laft  are  laid  to  have  been  perfons  of 
Incan  condition  ;  the  one  to  have 
fubfifted  by  turning  a  baker’s  mill, 
the  other  to  have  been  a  captive  and 


a  Have.  Both  of  them  had  proba- 
bly  pofieffed  the  Greek  tongue  as  a 
vulgar  dialed!,  which  was  yet  fpokeri 
in  many  parts  of  Italy,  and  from 
this  circumftance,  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  elegant  competitions  of 
Philemon  and  Menander.  Their 
comedies  were  aided  in  the  ftreets, 
without  any  feats  or  benches  for  the 
reception  of  an  audience.  But  a 
nation  fo  little  dubious  of  ordinary 
conveniences,  and  contented  td 
borrow  their  literary  models  from 
neighbours,  to  whom,  beihg  mere 
imitators,  they  continued  for  ages 
inferior,  were,  however,  in  their 
political  and  military  character,  fu- 
perior  to  all  other  nations  whatever; 
and,  at  this  date*  had  extended  a 
dominion,  which  originally  confid¬ 
ed  df  a  poor  village  on  the  Tiber, 
to  more  empire  and  territory  than 
is  now  enjoyed  by  any  kingdom  or 
date  of  Europe.'’ 


ACCOUNT  of  the  MANNERS  and  CUSTOMS  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Ifland  and  Town  of  JOANNA,  one  of  the  COMORA 
ISLES. 

[From  Major  Rooke/s  Travels  to  the  Coaft  of  Arabia  Felix.] 


^  HOUGH  this  is  not  the 
jf.  larged:  yet  it  may  be  reck¬ 
oned  the  principal  of  the  Como- 
fa  Iflands it  claims  fovefeignty 
over  and  exadfcs  tribute  from  all  the 
others.  Thefe  pretentions  it  is  how¬ 
ever  fbfttetimes  obliged  to  aflert  by 
the  fvvord,  and  at  prefent  meditates 
an  expedition  a  gain  ft  Mayotta  which 
is  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion.  The  na¬ 
tives  on  being  afked  the  caufe  of 
their  war  with  that  people,  reply 
Mayotta  like  America.”  They 
get  their  fupplies  of  arms  and  am¬ 
munition  from  fhips  that  touch  here, 
and  the  arrival  of  fo  large  a  fleet  as 

I7s3i 


the  prefent  will  prbve  very  fe  a  fo  li¬ 
able  to  them,  as  it  is  ciiftoraary 
for  all  to  make  prefents  of  arms  and 
powder  to  the  prince  when  he  pays 
a  vifit  on  board*  which  he  does  to 
every  one  :  a  falute  is  the  coinplL 
ment  due  on  that  occaiion. — 

“  The  king  lives  at  atoviol  about 
twelve  miles  off  on  the  eaft  fide  o£ 
the  ifland  :  two  pfinces  of  the  blood 
refute  here.  On  going  their  round 
of  viftts  they  fail  riot  to  aik  for  every 
thing  they  fee  which  ftrikes  their 
fancy  ;  arid  of  courfe  the  honour  of 
making  a  prefent  to  a  prince,  In¬ 
duces  one  at  ftrft  readily  to  grant 
M  wha£ 
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what  they  requeft  :  but  no  fooner 
is  that  done  than  they  make  Ire  ill 
applications,  till  we  are  reduced  to 
the  rude  neceflity  of  putting  the 
negative  on  mod  of  them.  Thefe 
great  perfonages  are  very  richly 
d  re  fled,  and  attended  by  a  numerous 
fuite  of  fiaves,  who  like  their  prince¬ 
ly  mailers  are  much  ilruck  with  the 
objeCts  they  fee,  but  ufe  lefs  cere¬ 
mony  in  their  manner  of  obtaining 
them.  Thefe  black  princes  (for 
that  is  the  complexion  of  them  and- 
all  the  inhabitants)  have  by  fome 
means  or  other  obtained  the  titles 
of  prince  of  Wales  and  Prince  Will.: 
the  former  has,  I  fuppofe,  been  jo- 
cofely  called  fo  by  fome  Englilhmen 
as  being  the  heir  apparent ;  and  the 
natives  have  adopted  the  term,  not 
the  only  one  they  borrow  from  us. 
They  have  an  officer  filed  Purfer 
Jack,  who  feems  to  be  at  the  betid 
of  the  finance-department  :  of  dukes 
they  have  a  prodigious  number,  who 
entertain  us  at  their  hotels  for  a  dol¬ 
lar  per  day,  and  give  us  for  dinner 
very  good  rice  and  curry.  Thefe 
noblemen,'  together  with  a  numer¬ 
ous  tribe  of  others  of  all  ranks,  make 
she  earlieft  application  to  every  one 
to  folicit  the  honour  of  his  com¬ 
pany  and  cultom.  Even  before  the 
Ship  has  let  go  its  anchor  they  come 
along  fide  in  their  canoes,  and  pro¬ 
duce  written  certificates  of  their  ho- 
liel.lv  and  abilities  from  thole  who 

•t 

have  been  here  before  ;  the  purport 
of  which  is  to  inform  you  that  the 
bearer  has  given  them  good  cheer, 
Waflied  their  linen  well,  andfupplied 
their  fhip  punctually  with  all  forts 
of  refrefh merits.  The  effed  is  link¬ 
ing  and  lingular  on  entering  the 
road  to  fee  a  vail  number  of  canoes, 
which  are  made  of  trunks  of  trees 
hollowed  out  with  three  or  four  black 
fellow's  in  each,  their  faces  turned 
towards  the  front  of  the  canoe,  with 
jpaddks  formed  like  a  fpade,  digging 


away  in  the  water  and  moving  with 
no  fmall  velocity.  To  keep  thefe 
cockle-lhells  heady  and  prevent  them 
from  over-fetting,  they  have  what 
is  termed  an  out-rigger  :  it  is  com- 
pofed  of  two  poles  laid  acrofs  the 
upper  part  of  the  canoe,  and  ex¬ 
tending  leveral  feet  beyond  the  edges 
thereof  on  each  fide,  joined  at  the 
extremities  by  two  flat  pieces  of 
wood,  fo  that  it  appears  like  a  fquare 
frame  laid  acrofs  the  canoe  :  they  ars 
very  long,  but  fo  narrow  that  one 
perfon  only  can  lit  breadthways. 
The  price  of  every  article  here  is. 
regulated,  and  each  (hip  has  its  con¬ 
tractor  who  engages  to  fypply  it  with 
neceflaries  at  the  ehablilhed  rate  ; 
but  I  believe  it  is  in  many  cafes  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  the  great  demand,  and  the 
eagernefs  of  half-ftarved  people  to 
obtain  f refh  hock . 

We  find  no  other  animals  for 
our  fea  provifions  but  bullocks,  goats, 
and  fowls.  The  feafon  for  oranges 
is  pah,  but  we  get  moh  other  tro¬ 
pical  fruits :  and  whatever  we  want, 
have  only  to  give  in  a  lilt  to  a.  duke 
and  he  provides  us  therewith.  This, 
you  will  fay,  is  a  new  character  for 
a  duke  to  appear  in,  and  fuch  it 
feems  to  be :  but  it  is  in  faCt  only- 
owing  to  the  mode.  They  are  their 
own  hewards,  and  difpofe  of  the. 
produce  of  their  ehates  themfelves, 
which  noblemen  of  other  countries 
do  by  the  intermediate  aid  of  an 
agent.  They  at  leaft  aCt  confidently 
with  their  characters,  by  an  urbani¬ 
ty  of  manners  which  one  is  furpriz- 
ed  to  meet  with  in  a  people  inhabit¬ 
ing  a  fmall  fpot  fecluded  from  the 
reft  of  the  civilized  world.  They 
have  a  regular  form  of  government 
and  exercife  the  Mahometan  religi¬ 
on  :  both  were  introduced  by  Ara<* 
bians.  who  palled  over  from  the  con¬ 
tinent  and  fubdued  the  country. 
The  original  Joanna  natives  are  bv 
no  means  thoroughly  reconciled  to 
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this  ufurpation,  and  frill  look  upon 
their  conquerors  with  an  evil  eye. 
Like  their  fentiments,  fo  are  the 
tolours  of  thefe  two  races  of  men 
very  different.  The  Arabs  have 
pot  fo  deep  a  tinge  as  the  others,  be¬ 
ing  of  a  vellowiGi  copper  complex¬ 
ion,  with  better  features  and  a  more 
Animated  countenance.  They  con- 
lider  a  black  ilreak  under  the  eyes, 
and  black  teetli,  as  ornamental :  the 
former  they  make  every  day  at  their 
toilettes  with  a  painting  briilh  dipt 
in  a  kind  of  ointment :  the  latter  is 
principally  caufed  by  the  chewing 
of  the  betel  nut.  This  cuftom; 
which  prevails  in  all  Eaflefn  coun¬ 
tries,  anfvvers  to  the  fafhion  of  invok¬ 
ing  tobacco  or  taking  (huff  with  us, 
except  that  with  them  it  is  more  ge¬ 
neral.  No  one  is  without  a  purfe  or 
hav  of  betel,  and  it  is  looked  on  as 
a  piece  of  civility  to  offer  it  to  your 
friend  when  you  meet  him  or  take 
leave.  It  is  a  fmall  nut  of  the  Gze 
of  a  filberd  that  grows  on  a  creep¬ 
ing  plant  like  a  vine  :  together  with 
the  betel  nut  are  chewed  the  leaves 
of  the  areca  (a  kind  of  palm  tree); 
and  a  fmall  quantity  of  ch marii  or 
lime,  made  of  calcined  ihells,  is 
added. 

C(  Their  religion  licenfes  a  plura¬ 
lity  of  wives  and  likewife  concubines: 
they  are  extremely  jealous  of  them, 
and  never  allow  any  man  to  fee  the 
women  ;  but  female  fcrangers  are 
admitted  into  the  harem,  and  feme 
EngliGi  ladies,  whofe  curiofity  has 
led  them  there,  make  favourable  re¬ 
ports  of  their  beauty  and  richnefs 
of  apparel,  d I : played  in  a  profuiion 
of  ornaments  of  gold,  Giver*  and 
beads,  in  form  of  riecklacles,  brace¬ 
lets,  and  ear-rings  :  they  wear  half 
a  dozen  or  more  of  each,  through 
holes  bored  all  along  the  outer  rim 
of  the  ear. 

44  The  meti  feera  not  to  look  with 
an  eye  of  indifference  on  our  fair 


cou  h  try  worn  en,  not  withfta  ndin  g  th  ey 
are  of  fo  different  a  complexion. 
One  of  the  firfl  rank  among;  them, 
being  much  fmitten  with  an  Eng- 
lifh  young  lady,  wiflied  to  make  d 
purchafe  of  her  at  the  price  of  five 
thoufand  dollars ;  but  on  being  in¬ 
formed  that  the  lady  woUld  fetch  at 
leaf!  twenty  times  that  fum  in  Indian 
he  lamented  that  her  value  was  fo 
far  fuperior  to  what  he  could  afford 
to  give. 

44  Thefe  people  are  very  tempe¬ 
rate  and  abftemious,  wine  being  for¬ 
bidden  them  by  the  law  of  Maho¬ 
met  :  but  that  prophet  feems  to  have 
had  leis  compaffion  on  his  followers 
when  he  enjoined  them  the  fall  of 
Ramazan,  lading  for  a  month,  dur« 
ing  which  they  never  take  of  any 
thing  from  fun-rife  to  fun-fet :  it  is 
now  about  half  over  and  with  fur- 
prize  we  fee  them  every  day  toiling 
in  the  heat  of  tile  fun  ;  nor  will  the 
greateft  third  they  they  can  fuffer 
juftifv  the  bare  wettifig  the  lips* 
They  are  frequent  in  prayer,  at¬ 
tending  their  mofques  three  or  foul 
times  a  day  :  we  are  allowed  to  en¬ 
ter  them  on  condition  off  taking  off 
our  fhoes,  Thefe  buildings  are  re- 
gular  but  quite  plain  :  in  prayer  they 
proftrate  themfelves  on  the  ground, 
frequently  killing  it  and  expreffing 
very  fervent  devotion.— 

46  The  town  from  whence  . I  date 
this  is  clofe  to  the  fea,  Gtuated  at 
the  foot  of  a  very  high  hill,  and 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circuits 
The  houfes  are  inclofed  either  with 
high  Gone  walls,  or  paling  made 
with  a  kind  of  reed,  and  the  Greets 
are  little  narrow  alleys  extremely  in¬ 
tricate  and  forming  a  perfect  laby¬ 
rinth.  The  better  kind  of  houfes 
are  built  of  Gone  within  a  court* 
yard,  have  a  portico  to  GGeld  them 
from  the  fun,  and  one  long  and  loT 
ty  room  where  they  receive  gueGsi' 
The  other  apartments  are  facred  to 
M  z  ih& 
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the  -  wofnen.  The  hides  of  their 
rooms  are  covered  with  a  number  of 
imall  mirrors,  bits  of-  china  ware, 
and  other  little  ornaments  that  they 
procure  from  fbips  which  come 
here  to  refrefh  :  the  moil  fuperb  of 
them  are  furnifhed  with  cane  iophas, 
covered  with  chintz:  and  fattin  mat- 
traffes.  Mofl  of  the  people  fpeak  a 
little  Engl i Hi  :  they  profels  a  parti¬ 
cular  regard  for  our  nation,  and  are 
very  fond  of  repeating  to  you  that 
*4  Joanna-man  and  Englifh-man  all 
44  brothers,”  and  never  fail  to  afk 
44  how  King  George  do  ?”  In 
general  they  appear  to  be  a  cour¬ 
teous  and  vvell-difpofed  people,  and 
very  fair  and  honeft  in  their  deal¬ 
ings,  though  there  are  amongft 
them,  as  in  all  other  nations,  fome 
vicioufly  inclined ;  and  theft  is 
much  praCtifed  by  the  lower  clafs, 
notwithfianding  the  punifhment  of 
it  is  very  exemplary,  being  ampu¬ 
tation  of  both  hands  of  the  delin¬ 
quent. 

44  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland, 

'  like  thofe  ol  moll  hot  and  tropical 
countries,  are  indolent,  and  do  not 
improve  by  their  labour  the  rich- 
nels  of  that  foil  with  which  nature 
has  bleil:  them.  Climate  here  fa¬ 
vours  vegetation  to  fuch  a  degree 
as  requires  little  toil  to  the  hufband- 
man  ;  but  that  little  is  denied  ;  lo 
that  beyond  oranges,  bananas,  pine¬ 
apples,  cocoa  nuts,  yams  and  pur- 
flam,  (all  growing  fpontaneoufiy,) 
few  vegetables  are  met  with  ;  nor 
are  the  natural  beauties  of  the  ifland 
inferior  to  its  other  advantages  of 
plenty  and  fertility  :  the  face  of  the 
country  is  very  piCturefque  and 
pleading ;  its  fcenes  are  drawn  by 
the  bold  drokes  of  nature’s  maderly 
pencil :  lofty  mountains  cloathed  to 
their  very  fummits ;  deep  and  rug¬ 


ged  vallies  adorned  by  frequent  ca¬ 
taracts  and  cafcades  ;  woods,  rocks 
and  rivulets  intermixed  in  44  gay 
44  theatric  pride,”  form  the  land- 
fcape  :  groves  are  feen  extending 
over  the  plains,  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  lea,  formed  principally  by  co¬ 
coa-nut  trees,  whole  long  and  naked 
ftems  leave  a  clear  uninterupted  paf- 
fage  beneath,  while  their  tufted  and 
overfpreading  tops  form  a  thick 
fhade  above,  and  keep  off  the 
fcorching  rays  of  the  fun.  In  thefe 
we  pitch  our  tents,  and  enjoy  a 
fhort  relief  from  the  ennui  of  a  te¬ 
dious  voyage. 

44  In  the  interior  part  of  the 
iiland,  furrounded  by  mountains  of 
a  prodigious  height,  and  about  fif¬ 
teen  miles  from  this  town,  is  iitu- 
tuated  a  lacred  lake  half  a  mile  in 
circumference.  The  adjacent  hills 
covered  with  lofty  trees,  and  the 
unfrequented  folitude  of  the  place, 
feem  more  calculated  to  infpire  re¬ 
ligious  awe  in  thofe  who  vilit  this 
fequeftered  fpot,  than  any  fanCtity 
that  is  to  be  difeovered  in  a  parcel 
of  wild  ducks  inhabiting  it,  which 
are  deified  and  worfhipped  by  the 
original  natives,  who  confult  them, 
as  their  oracles  on  all  important  af¬ 
fairs,  and  lacrifice  to  them.  Being 
extremely  averle  to  conduCt  flrangers 
there,  they  ffipulate  that  all  guns 
fhall  be  left  at  a  place  five  miles 
from  the  lake.  The  worfhip  paid 
to  thefe  birds  enfures  their  fafety 
and  tranquillity,  and  rendering  them 
of  courfe  perfectly  tame,  they  fear- 
lefly  approach  any  one  who  goes 
there.  The  Arabian  part  of  the 
iflanders  hold  this  barbarous  fu per¬ 
dition  in  the  utmoft  dereftation, 
but  dare  not  forbid  the  practice  of 
it,  fo  bigotted  to  it  are  the  others.” 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  TURKISH  Manner  of  BATHING. 

[From  Colonel  Capper’s  u  Obfervatioris  on  the  PafTage  to  India, 
through  Egypt,  and  acrofs  the  Great  Defert.”] 


A  FTER  your  arrival  at 
Cairo  I  would  advifeyou  as 
well  for  health  as  for  pleafure,  almoft 
immediately  to  repair  to  the  hum- 
mam  or  bagnio.  The  T urkifh  man¬ 
ner  of  bathing  is  infinitely  fuperior 
to  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  is  now 
known,  or  at  leaft  practifed  in  any 
part  of  Europe  :  for  even  moll  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Italy,  once  fo  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  magnificence  of  their 

o 

oaths,  have  long  neglected  this  lux¬ 
urious  but  falutarv  cuftorn  :  as  fome 

„  j 

ol  your  triends  may  never  have  feen 
a  Turkifh  bagnio,  I  (hall  attempt  a 
defcription  of  that  I  ufed,  which 
was  one  of  the  common  fort,  fuch 
as  are  to  be  met  with  in  every  city 
in  the  Levant. 

44  The  fir  If  room  is  the  undrefiinp- 
chamber,  which  is  lofty  and  fpa* 
clous,  about  twenty -five  feet  long 
and  eighteen  wide ;  near  the  wall 
Is  a  kind  of  bench  raifed  about  two 
feet  from  the  floor,  and  about  (even 
or  eight  feet  wide,  fo  that  after 
bathing,  a  perfon  may  lie  down 
upon  it  at  full  length  ;  the  windows 
are  near  the  top  of  the  room,  as 
well  that  the  wind  may  not  blow 
upon  the  bathers  when  undrefled, 
as  for  decency’s  fake.  After  un- 
drefling,  a  fervant  gives  you  a  nap¬ 
kin  to  wrap  round  you,  and  alfo 
a  pair  of  flippers ;  and  thus  equip¬ 
ped,  you  are  conducted  through  a 
narrow  paflkge  to  the  fleam -room  or 
bath,  which  is  a  large  round  build¬ 
ing  of  about  twenty-five  feet  dia¬ 
meter,  paved  with  marble,  and  in 
the  centre  of  it  is  a  circular  bench, 
where  you  are  feated  until  you  find 
yourfeif  in  a  profufe  perfpiration  ; 
then  your  guide  or  attendant  imme¬ 


diately  begins  rubbing  you  with  his 
hand  covered  with  a  piece  of  coarfe 
fluff  called  Keffay,  and  thereby 
peels  off  from  the  fkin  a  kind  of 
fkuifl,  which  cannot  be  moved  by 
walking  only.  When  he  has  rub¬ 
bed  you  a  few  minutes,  he  conducts 
you  to  a  fmall  room,  where  there  is 
a  hot  bath  about  four  feet  deep  and 
ten  feet  fquare,  in  which  he  will 
offer  to  wafli  you,  having  his  hand 
covered  with  a  fmoother  fluff  than 
before  ;  or  you  may  have  fome  per¬ 
fumed  foap  given  you  to  wafh  your- 
felt :  after  you  have  remained  here 
as  long  as  is  agreeable,  you  are 
condudied  to  another  little  fide 
room,  where  you  find  two  cocks  of 
water,  the  one  hot,  the  other  cold  ; 
which  you  may  throw  over  you  with 
a  bafon,  the  water  being  tempered 
to  any  degree  of  warmth,  or  per- 
fedtly  cold  if  you  prefer  it.  This 
being  the  iaft  ablution,  you  are  then, 
covered  with  a  napkin,  and  from 
hence  again  condudted  to  the  un- 
d  re  fling  room,  and  placed  upon  the 
beforeunentioned  bench  with  a  car¬ 
pet  under  you,  and  being  extended 
upon  it  at  full  length,  your  atten¬ 
dant  again  offers  to  rub  you  dry  with 
napkins.  Some  people  have  their 
nails  cut,  and  alfo  are  fhampoed ; 
the  Turks  generally  fmoak  after 
bathing  and  the  operation  of  fham- 
poing,  and  in  about  an  hour,  a 
few  minutes  more  or  lefs,  they  com¬ 
monly  drefs  and  go  home. 

44  ft  is  to  be  wiflied  that  fome 
able  phyiician  would  take  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  informing  us  what  would  be 
the  probable  effects  of  the  ufe  of 
the  Turkifh  baths  in  England.  If 
we  were  to  judge  by  a  comparifcri 
E  3  between, 
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between  the  endemical  diforders  of 
Alia  and  Europe,  we  fhould  fup- 
pofe  that  the  moderate  nfe  of  the 
bath  might  render  the  gout  and 
rheumatifm  as  uncommon  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  as  they  are  in  the 
other.. 

“  Very  few  Afiatics  are  afffiided 
with  fhefe  complaints,  although 
they  eat  their  meat  very  highly  fea- 
foned  with  fpices,  and  hewed  in 
clarified  butter ;  feldom  take  any 
exercife,  and  even  many  of  them 
iecretly  indulge  in  other  exceffes, 
which  with  us  are  fuppofed  to  caufe 
the  gout.  Why  then  may  we  not 
allow  feme  degree  of  efficacy  in 
warm  baths  :  and  fhampoing,  in 
throwing  off  thole  humours, 
which  not  being  removed,  oc~ 
Cafion  the  gout  and  other  chro¬ 
nical  diforders  amongft  us :  but  my 


knowledge  of  thefe  matters  being 
very  fuperficial,  I  only  humbly 
fugged  thefe  ideas  to  the  faculty  for 
their  confideration  and  opinion :  thus 
much,  however,  I  can  pretend  to 
fay  from  my  own  experience,  that 
the  warm  bath  is  very  refrefhino; 
after  undergoing  violent  fatigue. 
In  coming  from  Suez  to  Cairo,  a 
journey  of  feventy  miles,  I  was 
expofed  to  very  bad  weather,  for 
two  days  and  two  nights,  with  no 
tent  or  covering  but  a  cloak.  On 
my  arrival  at  my  journey’s  end 
very  much  harraffed  with  fatigue, 
and  benumbed  with  cold,  1  went 
into  a  warm  bath,  in  which  having 
remained  about  half  an  hour,  I  was 
perfectly  recovered,  and  never  in 
my  life  was  in  better  ipirits,  or 
more  able  to  have  purfued  my 
journey.” 


General  Idea  of  the  prefent  State  of  the  E  G  Y  P  T  I  A  N 

G  O  V  E  R  N  M  ENT, 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


GYPT  is  divided  into 
twenty-four  provinces,  each 
of  which  is  governed  by  langiack 
pr  bey  ;  the  major  part  of  thefe 
twenty-four  beys  r elide  at  Cairo, 
where  always  once  a  week,  and  fome- 
times  oftener  they  fet  in  council, 
called  by  them  the  divan  :  the  fheick 
belled  is  the  preiident  of  the  council, 
pnd  executive  member  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  :  his  office  is  fomewhat 
limilarto  that  of  the  doge  of  Venice, 
with  rather  more  authority  ;  but 
that  indeed  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  cirpumftances,  fuch  a3  whether 
he  is  a  man  of  great  abilities  and 
firmnefs  himfelf;  whether  he  is  fup- 
ported  by  a  large  party  amongff  his 
colleagues  ;  and  whether  or  not  he 
}s  on  good  terms  with  the  bafliaw. 
When  I  was  at  Cairo,  the  fheick 
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belled  was  rather  a  weak  man,  and 
owed  his  fafety  to  the  mutual  lea- 
loufy  of  two  rival  beys  nearly  of 
equal  power,  who  both  afpired  to 
his  place.  The  bafhaw  is  lent  from 
the  Porte  as  viceroy  on  the  part  of 
the  grand  fignior :  if  he  can  con¬ 
trive  to  fow  fedition  amongft  the 
beys,  and  fecretly  attach  himfelf 
to  the  ftrongeft  party,  whilft  he 
leems  to  obferve  a  ftridt  neutrality, 
he  fometimes  acquires  more  in¬ 
fluence  than  even  the  fheick  belled 
himfelf ;  but  then  he  mu  ft  a  ft  with 
great  care  and  circumfpedftion  ;  for 
fhould  his  intrigues  be  difcovered, 
and  the  adverfe  party  to  his  prevail, 
he  certainly  will  be  obliged  to  quit 
the  country. 

“  The  manner  of  hisdifmiffion  is 
cliaracteriftic  of  the  gloomy  and  an 
q  Ipifrary 


STATE  OF  THE  EGYPTIAN  GOVERNMENT.  [71] 


bitrary  proceedings  of  this  oriental 
republic.  The  beys  having  come 
to  a  refolution  of  fending  him  away, 
difpatch  a  carracoulouck  from  the 
divan  or  council  to  his  houfe,  who 
approaches  the  place  where  the 
bafhaw  is  feated,  and  having  lilently 
turned  up  the  corner  of  the  carpet, 
abruptly  goes  away :  he  is,  how¬ 
ever,  obliged  to  carry  an  order 
with  him,  which  he  puts  into  his 
bofom,  leaving  out  a  corner  of  it 
fo  as  to  be  plainly  perceived.  The 
name  carracoulouck  dignifies  a  black 
meffienger,  for  he  is  dreffed  in  black, 
-with  a  fort  of  bonnet  on  his  head, 
of  the  fame  colour. 

44  The  bafhaw  never  pretends  to 
oppofe  this  mandate  or  rather  hint 
from  the  divan,  knowing;  that  re- 
fi fiance  would  very  probably  coft 
him  his  life.  He  therefore  as  foon 
as  poUible  retires  quietly  to  Boulako, 
fituated  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
to  the  wed  ward  of  Cairo;  or  when 
he  fufpe&s  a  violent  degree  of  re¬ 
lent  men  t  againfl  him,  he  proceeds 
to  Rofetto,  and  from  thence  by 
the  firil  conveyance  to  Cyprus, 
where  he  remains  until  he  hears 
from  Conflantinople. 

44  The  divan  or  council  of  the 
beys,  to  keep  up  appearances  with  the 
Porte,  difpatch  afpecial  meffenger  to 
Conflantinople,  complaining  of  the 
mifconduCl  of  the  bafhaw;  but  the 
grand  iignior,  confcious  of  his  in¬ 
ability  to  fupport  his  officer,  takes 
no  other  notice  of  his  difmiffion  than 
in  fending  another  bafhaw  to  Cairo, 
and  often  impofing  a  fine  on  the 
one  that  has  been  diigraced.  Such, 
fir,  is  the  general  outline  of  this 
government,  and  as  it  is  impoffible 
for  you,  during  your  ffiort  flay  in 
Egypt,  to  difeover  the  fecret  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  date,  fo  as  to  judge 
which  party  predominates,  you  per¬ 
haps  will  thi^k  it  mod  prudent  to 


be  equally  attentive  to  both.  On 
a  future  occafion,  when  poffieffied 
of  full  information,  and  more  let- 
fure,  I  fhail  probably  trouble  you 
with  fome  farther  obfervations  on 
this  extraordinary  government,  bur 
I  fhail  conclude  the  prefent  with  a 
curious  trait  of  their  policy,  which 
has  no  precedent  that  l  know  of  in 
any  other  country  whatever. 

44  The  children  of  the  beys  can¬ 
not  inherit  either  the  rank  or  the 
property  of  their  fathers,  nor  even 
be  appointed  to  any  office  which  \% 
is  deemed  proper  for  a  bey  to  hoidc 
It  is  true,  the  divan,  after  the  death 
of  a  bey,  appropriates  a  part  of  his 
property  to  the  maintenance  of  his 
family,  but  the  remainder  goes  to 
his  cafheef  or  lieutenant,  who  ge¬ 
nerally  fucceeds  both  to  his  office 
and  eilate.  Thefe  cafheefs  are  Geor¬ 
gian  or  Circadian  flaves,  whom 
the  bey  has  bought  and  adopted 
when  young,  and  of  courfe  edu¬ 
cated  with  great  care  and  tendernefs* 
with  a  view  of  leaving  them  grate- 
ful  guardians  to  their  orphan 
children.  This  law  was  doubtlefs 
fuggefled  to  them  by  their  diilike  tQ 
monarchy  and  predilection  for  a 
republic  ;  but  furely  it  fir  ft  took 
place  during  the  adminUlration  of 
fome  childlefs  perfon,  or  the  voics 
of  nature  would  have  iuppreffed  the 
dictates  of  policy. 

44  The  city  of  Cairo  and  its  en¬ 
virons,  as  you  well  know,  are  full  of 
curiofities,  but  nothing  attracted 
my  attention  fo  much  as  the  infinite, 
variety  of  people  in  the  public 
ftreets,  and  yet  I  could  difeover 
nothing  like  an  original  national 
character  among  them.  The  pre¬ 
fent  Egyptians  are  an  heterogenous 
mixture  of  all  nations,  and  hav¬ 
ing  unfortunately  retailed  only  the 
worfl  features  both  of  the  minds 
and  ,r  per  Ions  of  their  a  nee  dors,  in 
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my  opinion  they  are  now  become  'Egyptians,  than  the  prefent  ruin$ 
the  moil  difagreeable  and  contemp-  do  to  their  once  magnificent  build- 
tible  nation  on  earth,  bearing  no  mgs.” 
more  refemblance  to  the  former 


Some  ACCOUNT  of  ROSETTO  and  its  INHABITANTS. 

[F  rom  the  fame  Work.] 


44  T  N  advifing  you  to  travel  by 
X  night  from  Rofetto  to  Alex¬ 
andria,  I  do  not  mean  that  you 
jfhould  depart  from  Rofetto  the 
night  of  your  arrival,  for  it  you 
can  flay  there  you  will  find  fuffi- 
cient  amufement  for  a  week  at  lead; 
not  that  Rofetto  itfelf  I  believe 
abounds  with  antiquities,  but  there 
are  many  modern  buildings,  in 
and  near  the  city,  very  well  worth 
feeing.  It  is  a  place  much  re  {pec- 
ted  by  the  Mahomedans,  who  fay 
if  Mecca  were  to  be  taken  from  them, 
that  the  pilgrims  who  now  go  thi¬ 
ther,  would  in  future  vifit  Rafliid, 
i.  e.  Rofetta  ;  which  opinion  is  pro¬ 
bably  founded  on  a  tradition  that 
one  of  Mahomed’s  neared  relations, 
formerly  lived,  and  is  now  buried 
at  a  mofque  which  is  fituated  at  the 
northern  part  of  the  fuburbs.  The 
length  of  this  city  is  near  two  miles, 
but  it  is  not  more  than  half  a  mile 
broad  ;  in  the  environs  of  it  there 
are  many  country  houfes  belonging 
to  Chriftian  merchants,  whole  gar¬ 
dens  abound  with  exceeding  fine 
oranges,  and  many  of  the  choiceft 
fruits  of  the  Eaft  ;  but  what  con¬ 
tributes  mod  to  make  it  an  agree¬ 
able  refidence  to  them,  is  the  libe¬ 
rality  and  politenefs  of  the  Maho- 
pnedan  inhabitants,  jlvho  notwith- 
ilanding  the  repute^ffanffity  of  the 
place,  are  particularly  civil  to  the 
jChriftians ;  whereas  at  Damietta, 
which  is  fituated  only  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  or  Pelufian  fide  of  the  Delta 


an  European  cannot  appear  with¬ 
out  a  certainty  of  being  infulted* 
For  this  violent  antipathy  no  other 
reafon  can  be  afiigned,  but  that 
during  the  crufades  confiderable  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  Chriftian  armies 
ufed  to  land  there,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  ravages  they  committed  being 
tranfmitted  to  poderity  has  fixed  a 
deep-rooted  refentment  in  the  minds 
of  the  Damiettans,  that  will  never  be 
eradicated  as  long  as  thole  dorks 
are  remembered. 

44  European  travellers  in  general 
complain  of  the  ill  treatment  they 
meet  with  in  all  the  countries  of  the 
Levant,  but  particularly  when  they 
are  examining  the  ruins  of  ancient 
cities  :  the  jealoufy  fhewn  by  th^ 
Mahomedans  on  thefe  occafions  is 
always  imputed  to  religious  pre? 
judices,  or  the  want  of  urbanity, 
but  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  account  for 
it  in  another  manner. 

44  It  is  generally  believed  by 
them  that  all  Europeans  are  deeply 
verfed  in  the  abdrufe  and  occult 
feiences,  which  makes  them  con- 
fider  us  in  the  fame  light  as  the 
vulgar  and  ignorant  in  Europe  con- 
fider  our  fortune-tellers  or  conjurors, 
that  is  with  a  kind  of  admiration 
mixed  writh  fear  and  detedation. 
Added  to  this  prejudice,  they  are 
alfo  thoroughly  perfuaded  from  the 
dories  they  daily  hear  repeated  out 
of  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertain¬ 
ments,  that  there  are  many  fubter- 
raneous  palaces  in  their  country 

full 
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full  of  pearls  apd  diamonds,  in  fearch 
of  which,  they  fuppofe  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  are  come  to  Egypt :  we  al¬ 
ways  acknowledge  that  we  are  look- 
inp-  after  curioiuies,  which  ferves  to 
confirm  them  in  their  error  ;  lor  as 
thev  have  not  the  moil  didant  idea 
of  what  we  mean  by  cunofities, 
they-  naturally  conclude  we  are 
looking  for  the  pearls  and  diamonds 
fuppofed  to  be  concealed  in  thofe 
fame  palaces  ;  which  opinion  alio  is 
itrongly  corroborated  by  the  zeal 
and  anxiety  fhewn  by  our  antiqua¬ 
ries  in  their  refearches. 

As  the  mean  heat  of  a  country 
is  faid  to  be  nearly  afcertained  by 
the  mean  heat  of  the  fprings  ;  fo 
are  the  genius  and  character  ot  a 
nation  dlfcovered  by  perufing  their 
favourite  books  ;  for  which  reafon  I 
adyife  you  by  all  means  to  perufe 
the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments 
before  you  fet  out  on  your  journey. 
Believe  me,  fir,  they  contain 
much  curious  and  uferul  informa¬ 
tion,  They  are  by  many  people 
erroneoufiy  fuppofed  to  be  a  fpu- 
rious  production,  and  are  therefore 
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flighted  in  a  manner  they  do  not  de¬ 
force.  They  were  written,  as  I 
have  already  hinted,  by  an  Arabian, 
and  are  uni  verbally  read,  and  ad¬ 
mired  throughout  Alia  by  all  ranks 
of  men  both  old  and  young:  con¬ 
sidered  therefore  as  an  original 
work,  defcriptive  as  they  are,  of 
the  manners  and  cudoms  of  the 


Ead  in  general,  and  alfo  of  the 
genius  and  character  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians  in  particular  ;  they  furdy  muff 
be  thought  to  merit  the  attention 
of  the  curious :  nor  are  they,  in  my 
opinion,  entirely  deflitute  of  merit 
in  other  refpedts ;  for  although  the 
extra-valance  of  feme  of  the  llories 
is  carried  too  far,  yet  on  the  whole, 
one  cannot  help  admiring  the  fancy 
and  invention  of  the  author,  in 
drikingout  luch  a  variety  ofpleafing 
incidents  :  pleating  I  call  them,  be-, 
caufethey  have  frequently  afforded 
me  much  amufement,  nor  do  I  envy 
any  man  his  feelings,  who  is  above 
being  pleafed  with  them;  but  before 
any  perfon  decides  upon  the  merit  of 
thefe  books,  he  fhould  be  eye-witnefs 
of  the  elic A  they  produce  on  thole 
who  bed  underhand  them.  I  have 
more  than  once  feen  the  Arabians 
on  the  Defert  fitting  round  a  fire 
lidening  to  thefe  dories  with  Rich 
attention  and  pleafure,  as  totally  to 
forget  the  fatigue  and  hardfhip  with 
which  an  indant  before  they  were 
entirely  overcome.  In  fliort,  fir# 
not  to  dwell  any  longer  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  they  are  in  the  fame  edimation 
all  over  Ada,  that  the  adventures  of 
Don  Quixote  are  in  Spain ;  and  I 
am  perfuaded  no  man  of  any  ge¬ 
nius  or  tade  would  think  of  making 
the  tour  of  that  country,  without 
previoufly  reading  the  works  of 
Cervantes.” 


General  DESCRIPTION  of  the  Perfons  of  the  INEIABITANTS  of 

SUMATRA, 


[From  Air.  Marsden’s  Hidory  of  Sumatra.] 


«  npHEY  are  rather  below  the  wrids  and  ankles.  Upon  the  whole 
middle  data  re  ;  their  bulk  they  are  gracefully  formed,  and  I 
is  in  proportion  ;  their  limbs  are  tor  fcarcely  recoiled!  to  have  ever  feen. 
the  mod  part  flight,  but  well  fhap-  one  deformed  perfon,  of  the  na- 
€(b  and  particularly  fmgll  at  the  tives?  The  women,  however,  have 

the 
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the  prepofterous  cuftom  of  flatten* 
ing  the  noies,  and  comprefling  the 
heads  of  children  newly  born, 
whilll  the  fkull  is  yet  cartilaginous, 
which  increafes  their  natural  ten¬ 
dency  to  that  fhape.  I  could  never 
trace  the  origin  of  the  pradtice,  or 
learn  any  other  reafon  for  moulding 
the  features  to  this  uncouth  appear¬ 
ance,  but  that  it  was  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  beauty  in  their  eftimation. 
Captain  Cook  takes  notice  of  a-h- 
milar  operation  at  the  iflaiid  of  Uii- 
tea.  They  likewife  pull  out  the  ears 
of  infants,  to  make  them  hand  erect 
from  the  head.  Their  eyes  are  uni¬ 
formly  dark  and  clear,  and  among 
fome,  efpecially  the  fouthern  wo¬ 
men,  bear  a  flrong  refemblance  to 
the  Chinefe,  in  that  peculiarity  of 
formation  fo  generally  obferved  of 
thofe  people.  Their  hair  is  ftrong, 
and  of  a  finning  black ;  the  im¬ 
provement  of  both  which  qualities, 
it  probably  owes,  in  great  meafure, 
to  the  conftant  and  early  ufe  or  coco¬ 
nut  oil,  with  which  they  keep  it 
moift.  The  men  frequently  cut 
their  hair  fhort,  not  appearing  to 
take  any  pride  in  it ;  the  women 
encourage  theirs  to  a  conliderable 
length,  and  I  have  known  many 
inftances  of  its  reaching  the  ground. 
The  men  are  beardlefs,  and  have 
’fhins  fo  remarkably  fmocth,  that 
were  it  not  for  the  Malay  priefts 
ftifplaying  a  little  tuft,  we  fhould  be 
apt  to  conclude  that  nature  had  re- 
fufed  them  this  token  of  manhood. 
|t  is  the  fame  in  refpect  to  other 
parts  of  the  body,  with  both  fexes  ; 
and  this  particular  attention  to  their 
jperfons,  they  efteem  a  point  of  de¬ 
licacy,  and  the  contrary  an  unpar¬ 
donable  negledt.  The  boys,  as  they 
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approach  to  the  age  of  puberty,  rub 
their  chins,  upper  lips,  and  thofe 
parts  of  the  body  that  are  fubjedt  to 
fuperfiuous  hair,  with  chunam, 
(quick-lime,)  efpecially  of  Ihells, 
which  deftroys  the  roots  of  the  in¬ 
cipient  beard.  The  few  pike  that 
afterwards  appear,  are  plucked  out 
from  time  to  time  with  tweezers, 
which  they  always  carry  about  them 
for  that  purpofe.  Were  it  not  for 
the  numerous  and  very  refpectable 
authorities,  from  which  we  are  af- 
fured  that  the  natives  of  America 
are  naturally  beardlefs,  I  fhould 
think  that  the  common  opinion  on 
that  fubjecft  had  been  rafhly  adopted., 
and  that  their  appearing  thus  at  a 
mature  age,  was  only  the  confe- 
quence  of  an  early  practice,  fimilar 
to  that  obferved  among  the  Suma¬ 
trans.  Even  now  I  muft  confefs  that 
it  would  remove  fome  fin  all  degree  of 

o  e 

doubt  from  my  mind,  could  it  be 
afeertained  that  no  fuch  cuftom  pre- 
vails.  Their  complexion  is  proper¬ 
ly  yellow,  wanting  the  red  tinge  that 
conftitutes  a  tawny  or  copper  co¬ 
lour.  They  are  in  general  lighter 
than  the  Meftees,  or  half-breed,  of 
the  reft  of  India ;  thofe  of  the  fu~ 
perior  clafs,  who  are  not  expoied  to 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  and  particu¬ 
larly  their  women  of  rank,  approach¬ 
ing  to  a  great  degree  of  fairnefs. 
Did  beauty  conlift  in  this  one  qua¬ 
lity,  fome  of  them  would  furpafa 
our  brunettes  in  Europe.  The  ma¬ 
jor  part  of  the  females  are  ugly, 
and  many  of  them  even  to  difguft, 
yet  there  are  thofe  among  them, 
whofe  appearance  is  ftrildngly  beau¬ 
tiful;  whatever  compofitioh  of  per- 
fon,  features,  and  complexion,  that 
fentiment  may  he  the  ref u It;  of.n 
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I  H  E  Malay  and  native  Su¬ 
matran  differ  more  in  the 


features  of  their  mmd  than  in  thofe 
of  their  perfon.  Although  we  know 
not  that  this  iffand,  in  the  revolu¬ 
tions  of  human  grandeur,  ever  made 
a  diftinguifhed  figure  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  world,  for  the  f  chenefe, 
though  powerful  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  were  very  low  in  point  of 
civilization),  yet  the  Malay  inhabi¬ 
tants  have  an  appearance  ot  degene¬ 
racy,  and  this  renders  their  charac¬ 
ter  totally  different' from  that  which 
we  conceive  of  a  fa v age  ;  however 
j u lily  their  ferocious  fpirit  of  plun¬ 
der  on  the  eafrern  eoaff,  may  have 
drawn  upon  them  that  name.  They 
feern  rather  to  be  finking  into  ob- 
fcurity,  though  with  opportunities 
of  improvement,  than  emerging 
from  thence,  to  a  fate  of  civil  or 
political  importance.  They  retain  a 
ftrong  (hare  of  pride,  but  not  of 
that  laudable  kind  which  retrains 
men  from  the  commiffion  of  mean 
and  fraudulent  addons.  They  pof 
fefs  much  low  cunning  and  plau¬ 
sible  duplicity,  and  know  how  to 
diflemble  the  ftrongeft  paffions  and 
mod  inveterate  antipathy,  beneath 
the  ut mod  compofure  of  features, 
till  the  opportunity  of  gratifying 
their  refentment  offers.  Veracity, 
gratitude,  and  integrity  are  not  to 
be  found  in  the  lift  of  their  virtues, 
and  their  minds  are  almoft  totally 
grangers  to  the  fentiments  of  honour 
and  infamy.  They  are  jealous  and 
yindhftive.  Their  courage  is  de- 
fultory,  the  effect  of  a  momentary 
enthufiafm,  which  enables  them  to 
perform  dreeds  of  incredible  defpe- 
iation $  but  they  are  flrangers  to 


that  fteady  magnanimity,  that  cool 
heroic  refolution  in  battle,  which 
conftitutes  in  our  idea  the  perfection 
of  this  quality,  and  renders  it  a  vir¬ 
tue.  Yet  it  muff  be  obferved,  that 
from  an  apathy  almoft  paradoxical* 
they  fuffer  under  fentence  of  deaths 
in  cafes  where  no  indignant  paffions 
could  operate  to  buoy  up  the  mind 
to  a  contempt  of  punifhment,  with 
a  do m filing  compofure  and  indiffer¬ 
ence  ;  uttering  little  more  on  thefe 
cccalions,  than  a  proverbial  faying, 
common  among  them,  expreffive  of 
the  inevitability  of  fate  — 44  apoboolce 
booatV'>  To  this  ftoicifim,  their  be¬ 
lief  in  predeftination,  and  very  im- 
perfedt  idea  of  a  future,  eternal  exift- 
ence,  doubtlefs  contribute. 

44  Some  writer  has  remarked, 
that  a  refemblance  is  ufually  found, 
between  the  difpoiition  and  qualities 
of  the  beads  proper  to  any  country, 
and  thofe  of  the  indigenous  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  human  fpecies,  where 
an  intercourfc  with  foreigners  has 
not  deftroyed  the  genuinenefs  o£ 
their  charadter.  The  Malay  may 
be  compared  to  the  buffaloe  and  the 
tiger.  In  his  domeftic  ftate,  he  is 
indolent,  ffubborn,  and  voluptuous 
as  the  former,  and  in  his  adventur¬ 
ous  life,  he  is  iniidious,  blood- 
thirffy,  and  rapacious  as  the  latter* 
Thus  the  Arab  is  faid  to  refemhle 
his  camel,  and  the  placid  Gentoohis 
cow. 

“  The  original  Sumatran,  though 
he  partakes  in  fome  degree  of  the 
Malay  vices,  and  partly  from  the 
contagion  of  example,  yet  polleffes 
many  exclufive  virtues  ;  but  they 
are  more  properly  of  the  negative 
than  the  pofitive  kind.  lie  is  mild, 

peaceable*, 


( 


MARRIAGES  AMONG  THE  SUMATRANS, 


peaceable,  and  forbearing’,  imlefs 
Ms  anger  be  roufied  by  violent  pro¬ 
vocation,  when  he  is  implacable  in 
his  refentments.  He  is  temperate 
and  fober,  being  equally  abftemious 
m  meat  and  drink.  The  diet  of  the 
natives  is  snottly  vegetable  ;  water 
is  their  only  beverage ;  and  though 
they  will  kill  a  fowl  or  a  goat  lor  a 
Manger,  whom  perhaps  they  never 
jaw  betore,  nor  ever  expedt  to  fee 
again,  they  are  rarely  guilty  of  that 
extravagance  for  themfclves ;  nor 
even  at  their  feilivals  (bimbang) 
where  there  is  a  'plenty  of  meat,  do 
they  eat  much  of  any  thing  but  rice. 
Their  hofpitality  is  extreme,  and 
bounded  by  their  ability  alone. 
Their  manners  are  limple  ;  they  are 
generally,  except  among  the  chiefs, 
devoid  of  the  Malay  cunning  and 
chicane  ;  yet  endued  with  a  quick - 
eefs  of  apprehenfion,  and  on  many 
©ccafions  difeovering  a  confiderable 
degree  of  penetration  and  fagacity. 
In  refpect  to  women,  they  are  re¬ 
markably  continent,  without  any 
fin  a  re  of  infenfibility.  They  are  mo- 


dell;;  particularly  guarded  in  their 
exprcdlions  ;  courteous  in  their  be¬ 
haviour;  grave  in  their  deportment, 
being  feldom  or  never  excited  to 
laughter ;  and  patient  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree.  On  the  other  hand  they  are 
litigious ;  indoleut  ;  add  idled  to 
gaming  ;  difhoneft  in  their  dealings 
with  Rrangers,  which  they  efieem  no 
moral  defedl  ;  fufpicious  ;  regard- 
lefs  of  truth  ;  mean  in  their  tranf- 
adlions  ;  fervile  ;  though  cleanly  in 
their  perfons,  dirty  in  their  apparel 
which  they  never  wafh.  They  are 
carelefs  and  improvident  of  the  fu¬ 
ture,  becaufe  their  wants  are  few, 
for  though  poor,  they  are  not  ne- 
ceffitous ;  nature  fupplying  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  facility,  whatever  Ihe 
has  made  requifite  for  their  exig¬ 
ence.  Science  and  the  arts  have  not, 
bv  extending  their  views,  contri- 
buted  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  their 
defires ;  and  the  various  refinements 
of  luxury,  which  in  poll  (bed  focie- 
ties  become  neceffaries  of  life,  are 
totally  unknown  to  then}.” 
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it  modes  of  marriage,  nc- 

cording  to  the  original  in- 
^Hitutions  of  thefe  people,  are  byjoo? 
joor,  by  ambel  ana,  or  by  femundo, 
The  joojoor  is  a  certain  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  given  by  one  man  to  another, 
as  a  confideration  for  the  perlon  ol 
his  daughter,  wnofe  fituation,  in 
this  cafe,  differs  not  much  from  that 
of  a  Have  to  the  man  Ihe  marries, 
and  to  his  family.  His  abfolute 
property  in  her  depends  however  up¬ 
on  fome  nice  eircumffances.  Be- 
yiue  the  batang  joojoor  (or  main 


fum),  there  are  certain  appendages 
or  branches;  one  of  which,  the 
taliee  koolo  of  five  dollars,  is  ufil- 
ally,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  or 
friendfhip,  left  unpaid,  and  fo  long 
as  that  is  the  cafe,  a  relationfliip  is 
underfiood  to  fubfiff  between  the  two 
families,  and  the  parents  of  the  wo¬ 
man  have  a  right  to  interfere  on  oc» 
cafions  of  ill  treatment :  the  hufband 
is  alio  liable  to  be  fined  for  wound¬ 
ing  her ;  with  other  limitations  of 
abfolute  right.  When  that  fum  is 
finally  paid,  which  feldom  happens 
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but  in  cafes  of  violent  quarrel,  the 
tailee  koolo  (tie  of  relationlhip)  is 
laid  to  be  pootoofe,  (broken),  and 
the  woman  becomes  to  all  intents 
the  Have  of  her  lord.  She  has  then 
no  title  to  claim  a  divorce  in  any 
predicament ;  and  he  may  fell  her, 
making  only  the  firft  offer  to  her  re¬ 
lations.  The  other  appendages,  as 
already  mentioned,  are  the  toolis 
tangel,  the  derivation  of  which  I 
cannot  fatisfaclorily  trace  ;  and  the 
oopa  daoun  oodo,  which  is  a  confi- 
deration  for  the  expence  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  feaft,  paid  to  the  girl’s  pa¬ 
rent,  who  provides  it.  But  fome- 
times  it  is  depofited  at  the  wedding, 
when  a  diftribution  of  it  is  made  a- 
mongif  the  old  people  prefent.  The 
words  allude  to  the  leaf  in  which  the 
rice  is  ferved  up.  Thefe  branches 
are  fddom  paid  or  claimed,  before 
the  batang  (Hem)  is  defrayed,  of 
which  a  large  proportion,  as  fifty, 
eighty,  and  fometimes  an  hundred 
and  four  dollars,  is  laid  down  at  the 
time  of  marriage;  and  until  the 
firll  mentioned  of  thefe  Hums,  at 
lead,  is  produced,  the  man  cannot 
take  his  wife  home.  In  this  cafe 
he  commonly  mengeering  joojoor, 
continues  a  debtor  with  the  family, 
till  he  can  raife  money  fufficient  to 
redeem  himfelf ;  and  after  this,  long 
credit  is  ufually  given  for  the  re¬ 
mainder.  Years  often  elapfe,  if  the 
families  continue  on  good  terms, 
without  the  debt  being  demanded  ; 
particularly  when  an  hundred  and 
four  dollars  have  been  paid  ;  unlefs 
diftrefs  obliges  them  to  it.  Some- 
times  it  remains  unadjufled  to  the 
fecond  and  third  generation,  and  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  fee  a  man  fifing 
for  the  joojoor  of  the  filler  of  his 
grandfather.  Thefe  debts  conffitute 
in  fa£t  the  chief  part  of  their  fub- 
flance,  and  a  perfon  is  efieemed  rich 
who  has  feveral  of  them  due  to  him. 


for  his  daughters,  fillers,  sunts, 
and  great-aunts.  Debts  of  this 
nature  are  looked  upon  as  (acred, 
and  are  learcely  ever  loft.  In  Paf- 
fummab,  if  the  race  of  a  man  k 
extinct,  and  fome  of  thefe  remain 
unpaid,  the  do'ofoon  or  village  t© 
which  the  family  belonged,  mull 
make  it  good  to  the  creditor ;  but 
this  is  not  infilled  upon  amongft  the 
Rejangs. 

44  In  lieu  of  paying  the  joojoor, 
a  barter  tranfadtion,  called  febaye, 
fometimes  takes  place,  where  one 
gaddees  (virgin)  is  given  in  exchange 
for  another ;  and  it  is  not  unufual 
to  borrow  a  girl  for  this  purppfe, 
from  a  friend  or  relation,  the  bor¬ 
rower  binding  himfelf  to  replace  her* 
or  pay  her  joojoor  when  required. 
A  man  who  has  a  fon  and  daughter* 
gives  the  latter  in  exchange  lor  a 
wile  to  the  former.  The  perfon 
who  receives  her,  difpofes  of  her  as 
his  own  child,  or  marries  her  him- 
felf.  A  brother  will  give  his  filter 
in  exchange  for  a  wife,  or  in  default 
of  fucb,  procure  a  coufin  for  the 
purpofe.  If  the  girl  given  in  ex¬ 
change  be  under  age,  a  certain  al¬ 
lowance  per  annum  is  made,  till  fhe 
becomes  marriageable.  Beguppokc 
is  a  mode  of  marriage  differing  a  lit¬ 
tle  from  the  common  joojoor,  and 
probably  only  taking  place,  where  a 
parent  wants  to  get  off  a  child  la¬ 
bouring  under  fome  defedh  A  cer¬ 
tain  fum  is  in  this  cafe  fixed,  below 
the  ufual  cuilom,  which,  when  paid, 
is  in  full  for  her  value,  without  any 
appendages.  In  other  cafes  like- 
wife,  the  joojoor  is  fometimes  lef- 
fened,  and  fometimes  increafed,  by 
mutual  agreement ;  but  on  trials  it 
is  always  efiimated  at  an  hundred 
and  twenty'  dollars.  If  a  wile  dies 
foon  after  marriage,  or  at  any  time 
without  children,  the  full  joojoor 
cannot  be  claimed  ;  it  is  reduced  to 

eighty 


fyg]  MARRIAGES  AMONG  THE  SUMATRANS, 


eighty  dollars ;  but  fhould  more 
than  that  have  been  laid  down  in  the 
interim,  there  is  no  refunding.  The 
joojoor  of  a  widow,  vVhich  is  gene¬ 
rally  eighty  dollars,  without  appen¬ 
dages,  is  again  reduced  upon  a  third 
marriage,  allowance  being  made  for 
dilapidation.  A  widow,  being  yAth 
child,  cannot  marry  again  till  fne  is 
delivered,  without  incurring  a  pe¬ 
nalty.  In  divorces  it  is  the  fame. 
If  there  be  no  appearance  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  lhe  mull  yet  abftain  from 
Snaking  another  choice,  during  the 
period  of  three  months  and'  ten 
days. 

44  When  the  relations  and  friends 
of  the  man  go  in  form  to  the  parents 
of  the  girl,  to  fettle  the  terms  of  the 
marriage,  they  pay  at  that  time  the 
St-ddat  befafala,  or  earn  eft,  of  fix 
dollars  generally ;  and  thefe  kill  a 
goat  or  a  few  fowls  to  entertain 
them.  It  is  ufually  fome  fpace  of 
time  (except  in  cafes  of  telarree 
gaddees,  or  elopement)  after  the 
payment  of  the  befafala,  before  the 
wedding  takes  place  ;  but,  when  the 
father  has  received  that,  he  cannot 
give  his  daughter  to  any  other  per- 
fon,  without  incurring  a  fine;  which 
the  young  lady  fometimes  renders 
him  liable  to  ;  for  whilft  the  old 
folk  are  planning  a  match  by  patoo- 
tan,  or  regular  agreement  between 
families,  it  frequently  happens  that 
Mil's  disappears  with  a  more  favour¬ 
ed  fwain,  and  fecures  a  match  of 
her  own  choice.  This  practice, 
ffyled  telarree  gaddees,  is  not  the 
leaf:  common  way  of  determining  a 
marriage,  and  from  a  fpirit  of  indul¬ 
gence  and  humanity,  which  few' 
codes  can  boaft,  has  the  fanbtion  of 
the  laws.  The  father  has  only  the 
power  left,  of  dilating  the  mode  of 
marriage,  but  cannot  take  bis  daugh¬ 
ter  away,  if  the  lover  is  willing  to 
«omplv  with  the  cuftoro  io  fuch 


cafes.  The  girl  mud  be  lodged; 
unviolated,  in  the  houfe  of  fomfi 
refpeblable  family,  till  the  relations 
are  advifed  of  the  enlevement,  and' 
fettle  the  terms.  If  however,  upon 
immediate  purfuit,  they  are  over¬ 
taken  on  the  road 2  fhe  may  be  forc¬ 
ed  back,  but  not  after  fhe  has  taken 
fan  flu  ary. 

46  By  the  Mofaic  law,  if  a  man 
left  a  widow,  without  children,  his 
brother  Was  to  marry  her.  Among 
the  Sumatrans,  with  or  without 
children,  the  brother,  or  neared 
male  relation  of  the  deceafed,  un¬ 
married,  (the  father  excepted)  takes 
the  widow.  This  is  prabtifed  both 
by  Malays  and  country  people* 
The  brother,  in  taking  the  widow 
to  himfelf,  becomes  anfwerabld 
for  what  may  remain  due  of  her 
pure  hale -money,  and  in  every  re- 
fpebt  reprefents  the  deceafed.  This 
is  ph rated  guntee  teecar,  bantal’nia 
—  placing  himfelf  on  his  mat  and 
pillow. 

44  Chaftity  prevails  more  perhaps 
among  thefe  than  any  other  people, 
it  is  fo  materially  the  intereft  of  th® 
parents  to  preferve  the  virtue  of 
their  daughters  unfullied,  as  they 
conffitute  the  chief  of  their  fub- 
fiance,  that  they  are  particularly 
watchful  in  this  refpebt.  But  as 
marriages  in  general  do  not  take 
place  fo  early,  as  the  forwardnefs  of 
nature,  in  that  climate,  would  ad¬ 
mit,  it  will  fometimes  happen,  not- 
withftanding  their  precaution*  that 
a  young  woman  not  chuiing  to  wait 
her  father’s  pleafure,  taftes  the  fruit 
by  health.  When  this  is  difeover- 
ed  he  can  oblige  the  man  to  marry 
her,  and  pay  the  joojoor;  or  if  he 
chufes  to  keep  his  daughter,  the  le- 
ducer  mull:  make  good  the  difference 
he  has  occalioned  in  her  value,  and 
alfo  pay  the  fine,  called  tippong 
boomee,  for  removing  the  ftain  from 
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the  car tli.  Proftitution  for  hire  is, 
I  think,  unknown  in  the  country, 
and  confined  to  the  more  polite  Ma¬ 
lay  bazars,  where  there  is  ufually  a 
concourfe  of  Tailors  and  others,  who 
have  no  honeft  fettlement  of  their 
ovrn,  and  are  therefore  upon  the 
town.  In  thefe,  vice  generally 
reigns  in  a  degree  proportioned  to 
the  number  and  variety  of  people  of 
different  nations,  who  inhabit  the 
place,  or  occaiionally  refort  thither. 
From  the  fcenes  which  thefe  lea- 
ports  prefent,  travellers  too  com¬ 
monly  form  their  judgment,  and 
imprudently  take  upon  them  to 
draw,  for  the  information  of  the 
world,  a  pidture  of  the  manners  of 
a  people.— 

In  the  mode  of  marriage  by 
umbel  ana,  the  father  ol  a  virgin 
makes  choice  of  fome  young  man 

J  O 

for  her  hufband,  generally  from  an 
inferior  family,  which  renounces  all 
farther  right  to,  or  intereft  in  him, 
and  he  is  taken  into  the  houfe  of  his 
father-in-law,  who  kills  a  buffaioe 
on  the  occafion,  and  receives  twen¬ 
ty  dollars  from  the  Ton’s  relations. 
After  this,  the  booroo  bye  ’nya  (the 
good  and  bad  of  him)  is  veiled  in 
the  wife’s  family.  If  he  murders 
or  robs,  they  pay  the  bangoon,  or 
the  fine.  If  he  is  murdered,  they 
feceive  the  bangoon.  They  are  li¬ 
able  to  any  debts  he  may  contradl 
after  marriage ;  thofe  prior  to  it  re¬ 
maining  with  his  parents.  He  lives 
In  the  family,  in  a  Hate  between 
that  of  a  fon,  and  a  debtor.  He 
partakes  as  a  fon  of  what  the  houfe 
affords,  but  has  no  property  in  him- 
felf.  His  rice  plantation,  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  his  pepper  garden,  with 
every  thing  that  he  can  gain  or  earn, 
belong  to  the  family.  Fie  is  liable 
to  be  divorced  at  their  pleafure,  and 
though  he  has  children,  mull  leave 
all,  aad  return  naked  as  he  came. 


The  family  fonietimes  indulge  him 
with  leave  to  remove  to  a  houfe  of 
his  own,  and  take  his  wife  with 
him  ;  but  he,  his  children,  and  ef¬ 
fects,  are  ftili  their  property.  If 
he  has  not  daughters  by  the  mar¬ 
riage,  he  may  redeem  himfelf  and 
wife,  by  paying  her  joojoor  ;  but  if 
they  are  daughters  before  they  ar« 
emancipated,  the  difficulty  is  en¬ 
hanced,  becaufe  the  family  are  e- 
qually  entitled  to  their  value.  It  is 
common,  however,  when  they  are 
upon  good  terms,  to  releafe  him,  on 
the  payment  of  one  joojoor,  or  at 
molt  with  the  addition  of  an  addat 
of  fifty  dollars.  With  this  addi¬ 
tion,  he  may  infill  upon  a  releafe, 
whilft  his  daughters  are  not  mar¬ 
riageable.  If  the  family  have  paid, 
any  debts  for  him,  he  mult  alfo 
make  them  good.  Should  he  contract 
more  than  they  approve  of,  aifd 
they  fear  his  adding  to  him,  they 
procure  a  divorce,  and  fend  hint 
back  to  his  parents ;  but  mull  pay 
his  debts,  to  that  time.  If  he  is  a 
notorious  fpendthrift,  they  outlaw 
him.  Inllead  of  taking  out  a  writ, 
they  have  only  to  prefent  one  to  the 
proatteens  and  pambarab.  This  is 
called  booang  fooray.  They  mult 
banilh  him  from  home,  and  if  they 
receive  him  again,  or  alii  ft  him  with 
the  fmallelt  Turn,  they  are  liable  to 
all  his  debts.  On  the  prodigal  foil’s 
return,  and  promifes  of  amendment, 
this  writ  may  be  redeemed,  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  five  dollars  to  the  proatteens, 
and  fatisfying  the  creditors.  The 
want  of  outlawry  is  infcribed  ou  a 

J 

piece  of  bamboo.  This  kind  of 
marriage  is  productive  of  much  con- 
fulion,  for  till  the  time  it  takes 
place,  the  young  man  belongs  to 
one  doofoon  and  family,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  another,  and  as  they  have 
no  records  to  refer  to,  there  is  great 
uncertainty  is  fettling  the  time  when 

debt# 
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debts  were  contracted,  and  the  like. 
Sometimes  the  redemption  ot  the  ta- 
mily,  and  their  return  to  their  for¬ 
mer  doofoon,  take  place  in  the  fe- 
eond  or  third  generation  ;  and  in 
many  cafes  it  is  doubtful  whether 
they  ever  took  place  Gr  not ;  the 
two  parties  contradicting  each  other, 
and  perhaps  no  evidence  to  refer  to. 
Hence  arile  various  and  intricate  be- 
chars* 

u  Belide  the  modes  of  marriage 
above  defciibed,  a  third  form,  call¬ 
ed  fern  undo,  has  been  adopted  from 
the  Malays,  and  thence  termed  fe¬ 
rn  undo  Malayo,  or  maredeeko  (free.) 
This  marriage  is  a  regular  treaty 
between  th'  parties,  on  the  foot  of 
equality.  The  addat  paid  the  girls 
friends,  has  ufually  been  twelve  dol¬ 
lars.  The  agreement  iiipulates,  that 
ail  efledts,  gains,  or  earnings,  are 
to  be  equally  the  property  of  both, 


and  in  cafe  of  divorce  by  mutual 
confent,  the  flock,  debts,  and  cre¬ 
dits  are  to  be  equally  divided.  If  the 
man  only  infills  on  the  divorce,  he 
gives  the  woman  her  half  of  the  ef¬ 
fects,  and  lofes  the  twelve  dollars  he 
has  paid.  It  the  woman  only  claims 
the  divorce,  (lie  forfeits  her  right  to 
the  proportion  of  the  effeCts,  but  is 
entitled  to  keep  her  teecar,  bantai, 
and  dundun  (parapharnalia),  and  her 
relations  are  liable  to  pay  back  the 
twelve  dollars  ;  but  it  is  feidom  de¬ 
manded.  This  mode,  doubtlefs 
molt  conformable  to  our  ideas  of 
conjugal  right  and  felicity,  is  that 
whichthe  chiefs  of  the  Rejang  coun¬ 
try  have  formally  confented  to  effa- 
blifh  throughout  their  jurifdiCtion  ; 
and  to- their  orders,  the  influence  of 
the  Malay  padres  will  contribute  to- 
give  efficacy  T 


* 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


a  ^T^HE  Sumatrans  in  general 
are  good  fpeakers.  The 
gift  of  oratory  teems  natural  to 
them.  I  knew  many  among  them 
whofe  harangues  I  have  liftened  to 
with  p leaf ure  and  admiration.  This 
may  be  accounted  for,  perhaps,  from 
the  conftitution  of  their  government, 
which  being  far  removed  from  de- 
fpotifm,  teems  to  admit,  in  fome 
degree,  every  member  of  the  fo- 
ciety  to  a  thare  in  the  public  deli¬ 
berations.  Where  perfonal  endow¬ 
ments,  as  has  been  obferved,  will 
often  raife  a  private  man  to  a  (hare 
of  importance  in  the  community, 
fuperior  to  that  of  a  nominal  chief, 
there  is  abundant  inducement  for 


the  acquifltion  of  thefe  valuable  ta¬ 
lents.  The  forms  of  their  judicial 
proceedings,  likewife,  where  there 
are  no  eftabiiflied  advocates,  and  each 
man  depends  upon  his  own  or  his 
friend’s  abilities,  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  caufe,  mult  doubtlefs 
contribute  to  his  habitual  eloquence. 
We  may  add  to  thefe  conjectures, 
the  nature  of  their  domeflic  man¬ 
ners,  which  introduce  the  fons,  at 
an  early  period  of  life,  into  the  bu- 
linefs  of  the  family,  and  the  Coun- 
fels  of  their  elders.  There  is  little 
to  be  perceived  among  them  of  that 
paffion  for  childifh  fpotts  which 
marks  the  character  of  our  boys, 
from  the  feventh  to  the  fourteenth 

year,* 
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year.  5n  Sumatra  you  will  ob- 
ferve  infants,  npt  exceeding  the  for¬ 
mer  age,  full  dreffed,  and  armed 
with  a  creefe,  feated  in  the  circle 
of  the  old  men  of  thedoofoon,  and 
attending  to  their  debates  with  a 
gravity  of  countenance  not  furpalfed 
by  their  grandfathers.  Thus  initiat¬ 
ed,  they  are  qualified  to  deliver  an 
opinion  in  public,  at  a  time  of  life 
when  an  Englifh  fchoclboy  could 
fcarcely  return  an  anfwer to  aqueflion* 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  grammar  or 
Syntax,  which  he  has  learned  by 
rote.  It  is  not  a  little  unaccount¬ 
able,  that  this  people,  who  hold 
the  art  of  fpeaking  in  fuch  high  ef~ 
Hem?  and  evidently  pique  them- 


felves  on  the  attainment  of  it,  fhould 
yet  take  fo  much  pains  to  deftroy 
the  organs  of  fpeech,  in  filing  down 
and  otherwife  disfiguring  their  teeth* 
and  likewife  adopt  the  uncouth  prac¬ 
tice  of  filling  their  mouths  with  be^ 
tel,  whenever  they  prepare  to  hold 
forth.  We  muft  conclude,  that  it 
is  not  upon  the  graces  of  elocution 
they  value  an  orator,  but  his  artful 
and  judicious  management  of  the 
fubjedt  matter ;  together  with  a  eo« 
pioufhefs  of  phrafe,  a  perfpicuity  of 
thought,  an  advantageous  arrange® 
ment,  arid  a  readihefs,  ,  efpecially^ 
at  unravelling  the  difficulties  and  iai 
tricacies  of  their  fuits,’1 
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CLASSICAL  and  POLITE 

'  ► 

CRITICISM. 

'  “  1 

The  GENERAL  DESIGN  of  HORACE  in  his  ART  of  POETRY, 

or  EPISTLE  to  the  PISGS. 

[From  Mr,  Colman’s  Translation  of  Horace’s  Art  of  Poetry* 
T  with  Notes,] 


u  Y  Now  proceed,  fays  he,  (ad- 
JL  dreffmg  himfelf  to  his  two  il- 
liiftrious  friends,  the  Wartons,  to 
whom  the  work  is  infcribed),  to  fet 
down  in  writing,  the  fubftance  of 
what  I  fuggefted  to  you  in  conver- 
fation,  concerning  my  own  concep¬ 
tions  of  the  end  and  defign  of  Ho¬ 
race  in  this  Epiffle.  In  this  expla¬ 
nation  I  fliall  call  upon  Horace  as 
my  chief  witnefs,  and  the  Epiffle 
Itfelf  as  my  principal  voucher. 
Should  their  teftimonies  prove  ad- 
verfe,  my  ly item  mult  be  abandoned, 
like  many  that  have  preceded  it, 
as  vain  and  chimerical ;  and  if  it 
fhould  even,  by  their  fupport,  be 
acknowleged  and  received,  it  will, 
I  think,  like  the  egg  of  Columbus, 
appear  fo  plain,  eafy,  and  obvious, 
that  it  will  feem  alrnofl  wonderful, 
that  the  Epidle  has  never  been  con- 
fidered  in  the  fame  light,  till  now. 
I  do  not  wifh  to  dazzle  with  the 
luftre  of  a  new  hypothefis,  which 
requires,  I  think,  neither  the  Prong 
optics,  nor  powerful  glades  of  a  cri¬ 
tical  Herfchel,  to  afcertain  the  truth 
of  it ;  but  is  a  fyffem,  that  lies  le¬ 
vel  to  common  apprehension,  and  a 
luminary  discoverable  by  the  naked 
eye. 

“  My  notion  is  limply  this :  I 
conceive  that  one  of  the  Tons  of  Pi* 


fo,  undoubtedly  the  elder,  had  ei¬ 
ther  written,  or  meditated,  a  poetical 
work,  mod  probably  a  tragedy  ; 
and  that  he  had,  with  the  know- 
lege  of  the  family,  communicated 
his  piece,  or  intention,  to  Horace  : 
but  Horace,  either  difapproving  of 
the  work,  or  doubting  of  the  po¬ 
etical  faculties  of  the  Elder  Pifo,  or 
both,  wifhed  to  difluade  him  from 
all  thoughts  of  publication.  With 
this  view  he  formed  the  delign  of 
writing  this  Epidle,  add  reding  it, 
with  a  courtlinefs  and  delicacy  per¬ 
fectly  agreeable  to  his  acknowleged 
charadter,  indifferently  to  the  whole 
family,  the  father  and  his  two  fons, 
Epidola  ad  Pifones,  de  Arte  Po- 
etica. 

“  He  begins  with  general  re-  i 
flections,  generally  addreffed  to  his  }’ 
three  friends.  Credite*  Pifones  1— 
Pater,  &  juvenes  patre  digni !— In 
thefe  preliminary  rules,  equally  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  obferved  by  poets  of 
every  denomination,  he  dwells  on 
the  neceffity  of  unity  of  defign,  the 
danger  of  being  dazzled  by  the 
fjplendour  of  partial  beauties,  the 
choice  of  fubjedls,  the  beauty  of  or¬ 
der,  the  elegance  and  propriety  of 
didfion,  and  the  ufe  of  a  thorough 
knowlege  of  the  nature  of  the  fe¬ 
deral  different  fpecies  of  poetry: 
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fummihg  up  this  introductory  por¬ 
tion  of  his  epidle  in  a  manner  perfect¬ 
ly  agreeable  to  the  conclulion  of  it  * 

Defcriptas  iervare  vices,  operumque  co* 
lores, 

Cur  ego,  d  nequeo  ignoroque,  poeta  fa- 
lutor ? 

Cur  nefcire,  ptvdens  prave,  quam  difccre 
malo »? 

From  this  general  view  of  po¬ 
etry,  on  the  canvas  of  Aridotle,  but 
entirely  after  his  own  manner,  the 
writer  proceeds  to  give  the  rules  and 
hiitory  of  the  drama :  adverting 
principally  to  tragedy,  with  all  Its 
condituents  and  appendages  of  dic¬ 
tion,  fable,  character,  incidents, 
chorus,  meafure,  mufic,  and  deco¬ 
ration.  In  this  part  of  the  work, 
according  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  belt  critics,  and  indeed  ( i  think) 
according  to  the  manifeft  tenor  of 

the  Epidle,  he  addreiTes  himfelf  en- 
*  ' 

ti rely  to  the  two  young  gentlemen, 
pointing  out  to  them  the  difficulty, 
as  well  as  excellence,  of  the  dra¬ 
matic  art ;  infixing  on  the  avowed 
fuperiority  of  the  Grecian  writers, 
and  afcribing  the  comparative  fai¬ 
lure  of  the  Romans  to  negligence 
and  avarice*  The  poet,  having  ex- 
hanffed  this  part  of  his  fubjedT, 
fiiddenly  drops  a  fecond,  Qrdifmill.es 
at  once  no  left  than  two  of  the  three 
perfons,  to. whom  he  originally  ad- 
dreffied  his  E piffle,  and  turning  lhort 
on  the  Elder  Pifo,  mold  earned!  y 
conjures  him  to  ponder  on  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  precipitate  publication,  and 
the  ridicule  to  which  the  author  of 
wretched  poetry  expofes  himfelf. 
From  the  commencement  of  this 
partial  add  refs,  O  major  juvenum, 
&c.  [v.  366]  to  the  end  of  the  po¬ 
em,  aim  oil:  a  fourth  part  of  the 
whole,  the  fecond  perfon  plural, 
Pifones  ! — Vos! — Vos,  O  Pom  pi- 
lias  Sanguis  !  &c.  is  difcarded,  and 
the  fecond  perfon  lingular,  tu,  te. 


tibi,  &c„  invariably  takes  its  place* 
The  arguments  too  are  equally  re¬ 
lative  and  perform! ;  not  only  (hew¬ 
ing  the  neceffity  of  iludy,  com* 
bined  with  natural  genius,  to  con-* 
ftitu te  a  poet;  but  dwelling  on  the 
peculiar  danger  and  dclulion  of  flat¬ 
tery,  to  a  writer  of  rank  and  for¬ 
tune  ;  as  well  as  the  inedimahle  va¬ 
lue  of  an  honed  friend,  to  refcue  ' 
him  from  derilion  and  contempt. 
The  poet,  however,  in  reverence  to 
the  mufe,  qualifies  his  exaggerated 
defcription  of  an  infatuated  ferib- 
bler,  with  a  mod  noble  encomium 
of  the  ufes  of  good  poetry,  vindi¬ 
cating  the  dignity  of  the  art,  and 
proudly  averting,  that  the  mod  ex¬ 
alted  charaders  would  not  be  dif* 
graced  by  the  cultivation  of  it. 

Ne  forte  ptidori  # 

Sit  tibi  Ivlufa,  lyr&  Idlers,  &  cantor  Apollo* 

“  It  is  worthy  obfervation,  that 
in  the  fatirical  picture  of  a  frantic 

A 

bard,  with  which  Horace  concludes 
his  Epidle,  he  not  only  runs  coun¬ 
ter  to  what  might  be  expedited  as  a 
corollary  of  an  Effay  on  the  Art  of 
Poetry,  but  contradidts  his  own 
ufual  practice  and  fentiments,  In 
his  Epidle  to  Auguftus,  indead  of 
digmatizino;  the  love  of  verfe  as  an 
abominable  phrenzy,  he  calls  it 
(levis  ham  infania)  a  flight  madnefs, 
and  defcants  on  its  good  effects  — - 
quahtas  virtutes  habeat,  lie  col¬ 
li  ge  ! 

“  In  another  Epidle,  fpeaking  of 
himfelf,  and  his  addiction  to  poetry, 
he  fays, 

— - — - — *.  utu  quid  datur  0 ti 
II lu do  chartis,  Toe  ell,  mediocribus  illis 
Ex  vitiis  unum,  &.C. 

(i  All  which,  and  feveral  othir 
palfages  in  his  works,  almod  demo  i-j 
Urate,  that  it  was  not  without  a  p  ir- 
ticular  purpofe  in  view,  that  he 
F  z  uw  Jr 
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dwelt  fo  forcibly  on  the  defcription 
of  a  man  refolved 

- in  fpi  tc 

Of  nature  and  his  liars  to  write. 

To  conclude,  if  I  have  not 
contemplated  my  fyftem,  till  I  am 
become  blind  to  its  imperfedlions, 
this  view  of  the  Epifile  not  only  pre- 
ferves  to  it  all  that  unity  of  fubjecl, 
and  elegance  of  method,  fo  much 
infilled  on  by  the  excellent  critic,  to 
whom  I  have  fo  often  referred  ;  but 
by  adding  to  his  judicious  general 
abftradl  the  familiarities  of  perfonal 
addrefs,  fo  flrongly  marked  by  the 
writer,  not  a  line  appears  idle  or 
mifplaced :  while  the  order  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Pifos 
appears  as  evident  and  unembar- 
ralfed  as  that  of  the  Epiftle  to  Au- 
guftus  ;  in  which  laft,  the  actual 
ftate  of  the  Roman  drama  feems  to 
have  been  more  manifeftly  the  ob- 


OBSERVATIONS 

[  From  the 

A  N  a6tor?s  part  the  Chorus 
jr\  fhould  fuftain.]  Adtoris 
partis  chorus,  &c. 

44  See  alfo  Ariftotle  woi^r. 

%.  **.]  The  judgment  of  two  fuch 
Critics,  and  the  pradlice  of  wife  an¬ 
tiquity,  concurring  to  eftablifh  this 
precept  concerning-  the  chorus,  it 
fhould  thenceforth,  one  would  think, 
have  become  a  fundamental  rule 
ihd  maxim  of  the  ftage.  And  fo 
indeed  it  appeared  to  feme  few 
writers.  The  moft  admired  of  the 
French  tragic  poets  ventured  to  in¬ 
troduce  it  into  two  of  his  latter 
plays,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that, 
as  one  obferves,  it  fhould,  in  all 
reafon,  have  difabufed  his  country¬ 
men  on  this  head;  Peffai  heufeux  de 
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jedt  of  Horace’s  attention,  than  in 
the  work  now  under  confideration. 

“  Before  I  leave  you  to  the  far¬ 
ther  examination  of  the  original  of 
Horace,  and  fubmit  to  you  the 
tranflation,  with  the  notes  that  ac¬ 
company  it,  I  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  fyftem,  which  I  have 
here  laid  down,  is  not  fo  entirely 
new,  as  it  may  perhaps  at  firft  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  reader,  or  as  I  myfeif 
originally  fuppofed  it.  No  critic 
indeed  has,  to  my  knowlege,  di¬ 
rectly  confidered  the  whole  Epiftle 
in  the  fame  light  that  I  have  now 
taken  it  :  but  yet  particular  paflagess 
feem  fo  ftrongly  to  enforce  fuch  ant 
interpretation,  that  the  editors, 
tranflators,  and  commentators,  have 
been  occafionally  driven  to  explana¬ 
tions  of  a  fimilar  tendency  ;  of 
which  the  notes  annexed  will  exhi¬ 
bit  feveral  ftriking  inftancesti* 


ON  THE  CHORUS, 
fame  Work.  ] 

M.  Racine,  qui  les  [chceurs]  a  fait 
revivre  dans  Athalie  et  dans  Efther, 
devroit,  il  femble,  nous  avoir  de- 
trompez  fur  cet  article.  [P.  Bru- 
moi,  vol.  i.  p.  105.]  And,  before 
him,  our  Milton,  who,  with  his 
other  great  talents,  pofieffed  a  fu# 
prerne  knowlege  of  antiquity,  was 
fo  ftruck  with  its  great  life  and 
beauty,  as  to  attempt  to  bring  it 
into  our  language.  His  Samfon 
Agoniftes  was,  as  might  be  expell¬ 
ed,  a  mafter-piece.  But  even  his 
credit  hath  not  been  fufficient  to  re- 
ftore  the  chorus.  Hear  a  late  pro- 
feifor  of  the  art  declaring,  de  cboro 
nihil  difterui,  quia  non  eft  eifentialis 
dramati,  atque  a  neotericis  penitus, 
et,  me  judice,  merito  repudiatur. 

[Prselaft, 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CHORUS.  [8$] 


[Prail.  Poet.  vol.  ii.  p.  188]. 
Whence  it  hath  come  to  pafs  that 
the  chorus  hath  been  thus  negiebted 
is  not  now  the  enquiry.  But  that 
this  critic,  and  all  fuch,  are  greatly 
out  in  their  judgments,  when  they 
prefume  to  cenfure  it  in  the  an¬ 
cients  muft  appear  (if  we  look  no 
farther)  from  the  double  ule,  in- 
lifted  on  by  the  poet.  For  i.  A 
chorus  interpofing,  and  bearing  a 
part  in  the  progrefs  of  the  abtion, 
gives  the  reprefentation  that  proba¬ 
bility,  and  linking  refemblance  of 
real  life,  which  every  man  of  fenfe 
perceives,  and  feels  the  want  of 
upon  our  ftage  ;  a  want,  which  no¬ 
thing  but  inch  an  expedient  as  the 
chorus  can  pofiibly  relieve.  And, 
2.  The  importance  of  its  other  of¬ 
fice  [1.  196.]  to  the  utility  of  the  re¬ 
prefentation,  is  fo  great,  that  in  a 
moral  view,  nothing  can  eompenfate 
for  this  deficiency.  For  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  truth  and  decorum  of 
characters,  that  the  manners,  bad 
as  well  as  good,  be  drawn  in  Ifrong 
vivid  colours  ;  and  to  that  end,  that 
immoral  fentiments,  forcibly  ex- 
prefied,  and  fpecioufly  maintained, 
be  fometimes  imputed  to  the  fpeak- 
ers.  Hence  the  found  philofophy 
of  the  chorus  will  be  conftantly 
wanting,  to  reblify  the  wrong  con- 
clufions  of  the  audience,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  impreffions  that  might 
otherwife  be  made  upon  it.  Nor 
let  any  one  fay,  that  the  audience 
is  well  able  to  do  this  for  itfelf : 
Euripides  did  not  find  even  an  Athe¬ 
nian  theatre  11  quick-lighted.  The 
itory  is  well  known  [Sen.  Ep.  11 5], 
that  when  this  painter  of  the  man¬ 
ners  was  obliged,  by  the  rules  of 
his  art,  and  the  character  to  be  fu~ 
flamed,  to  put  a  run  of  bold  fenti¬ 
ments  in  the  mouth  of  one  of  his 
perfons,  the  people  inftantly  took 
tire,  charging  the  poet  with  the  im¬ 
puted  villany,  as  though  it  had  been 


his  own.  Now  if  fuch  an  audience 
could  fo  eafily  mifinterpret  an  at¬ 
tention  to  the  truth  of  ch arable r 
into  the  real  dobtrine  of  the  poet, 
and  this  too,  when  a  chorus  was  at 
hand  to  correbt  and  difabufe  their 
judgments,  what  muft  be  the  cafe, 
when  the  whole  is  left  to  the  faga- 
city  and  penetration  of  the  people  ? 
The  wifer  fort,  it  is  true,  have 
little  need  of  this  information.  Yet 
the  reflexions  of  fober  fenfe  on  the 
courfe  and  occurrences  of  the  re¬ 
prefentation,  clothed  in  the  nobleft 
drels  of  poetry,  and  enforced  by  the 
joint  powers  of  harmony  and  abtion, 
(which  is  the  true  character  of  the 
chorus)  might  make  it,  even  to 
fuch,  a  no  unpleafant  or  unprofit¬ 
able  entertainment.  But  thefe  two 
are  a  finalf  part  of  the  ufes  of  the 
chorus ;  which  in  every  light  is  fo 
important  to  the  truth,  decorum, 
and  dignity  of  the  tragic  fcene,  that 
the  modern  ftage,  which  hath  not 
thought  proper  to  adopt  it,  is  even, 
with  the  advantage  of,  fometimes, 
the  jufteft  moral  painting  and  fub- 
limeft  imagery,  but  a  very  faint 
fbadow  of  the  old  ;  as  muft  needs 
appear  to  thofe  who  have  looked 
into  the  ancient  models,  or,  diveft- 
ing  themfelves  of  modern  preju¬ 
dices,  are  difpofed  to  confult  the 
diblates  of  plain  fenfe.  For  the  ufe 
of  fuch,  I  once  defigned  to  have 
drawn  into  one  view  the  feveral  im¬ 
portant  benefits  arifing  to  the  drama 
from  the  obfervance  of  this  rule, 
but  have  the  pleafure  to  find  myfelf 
prevented  by  a  fenfible  diflertation. 
of  a  good  French  writer,  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  8th  tomefof 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Academy  of  In- 
fcriptions  and  Belles  Lettres.— Or, 
it  maybe  fufficient  to  refer  the  Eng- 
lifti  reader  to  the  late  tragedies  of 
Elfrida  and  Carabtacus  ;  which  do 
honour  to  modern  poetry,  and  are 
a  better  apology  than  any  I  could 
F  3  make 
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make,  for  the  ancient  chorus.”  referred  to  by  the  learned  critic,  the 
Notes  on  the  Art  of  Poetry.  words  of  Ariftotle  are  not  particu- 

u  Though  it  is  not  my  intention  larly  favourable  to  the  inftitution, 
£o  agitate,  in  this  place,  the  long  or  much  calculated  to  recommend 
deputed  queftien  concerning  the  ex-  the  ufe  of  it.  For  Ariftotle  there 
pediency,  or  inexpediency,  of  the  informs  us,  “  that  Sophocles  alone* 
chorus  ;  yet  I  cannot  difmifs  the  of  all  the  Grecian  writers,  made  the 
above  note  without  fome  farther  chorus  conducive  to  the  progress 
obfervation.  In  the  firft  place,  then,  of  the  fable  :  not  only  even  Euri- 
I  cannot  think  that  the  judgment  of  pides  being  culpable  in  this  inftance^ 
two  fuch  critics  as  Ariftotle  and  Ho-  but  other  writers,  after  the  example 
race,  can  be  deciftvely  quoted,  as  of  Agathan,  introducing  odes  as 
concurring  with  the  pradice  of  wife  little  to  the  purpofe,  as  if  they  had 
antiquity,  to  eftablifh  the  chorus,  borrowed  whole  fcenes  from  an- 
Neither  of  th.efe  two  critics  have  other  play.  K»t  rov  v  ^ 
taken  up  the  ^  peach  of  them  m roXctQttv  t  uv  vitoy.^ruv.  Kcty  uo^ov 
giving  diredionsior  the  proper  con-  tS  oXa  trvmyyin£iffQai,  pxn  uan rs| 

jdud  of  the  chorus,  conlidered  as  an  ssraq  a,xx  parrsf*  szccgcz  'Eotpox.XsT? 

jeftablilhed  and  received  part  of  tra-  Toq  A  Xoyiro’yq  rcc  cioo^Ava  paXXov  rs 
gedy,  and  indeed  originally,  as  they  n  aXXn;  Tpaywix;  iH  A  Xiua 

both  tell  us,  the  whole  of  it.  Ari-  a,}scrit  fegt-otylog  Ayctfimor  tcj- 

iiotle,  in -his  Poetics,  has  not  laid  ar«.  Kca  rot  ry  $gcs,<pt  «,  n  ■voXip.x 
much  on  the  fubjed ;  and  from  the  aAiv,  n  gifo-p  «|  epXXx  el;  aXXo 
little  he  has  faid,  more  arguments  uo^otIuv,  n  ewetcroAoy  oXov  [^rsp,  Trotyl* 
might  perhaps  be  drawn,  in  favour  h .  »•/?.] 

pf  the  omiffion,  than  for  the  intro-  *f  On  the  whole,  therefore,  what- 
dudion  of  the  chorus.  It  is  true  ever  may  be  the  merits,  or  advan- 
that  he  fays,  in  his  4th  chapter,  tages  of  the  chorus,  I  cannot  think 
that  tragedy,  after  many  changes,  that  the  judgment  of  Ariftotle  or 
paufed,  having  gained  its  natural  Horace  can  be  produced  in  recom- 
form  VoAXof  (xficcQoXa;  ^sruQizXtJtrcc  mcndation  of  it.  As  to  the  proba- 
vi  £7?av<7x\o,  IttsI  ect^s  rnv  savin;  biiity  given  to  the  reprelentation, 

jpvo-i v.  This  might,  at  firft  fight,  by  the  chorus  interpoftng  and  bear- 
feenr  to  include  his  approbation  of  ing  a  part  in  the  adion ;  the  public, 
the  chorus,  as  well  as  of  all  the  who  have  lately  leen  a  troop  of 
other  parts  of  tragedy  then  in  ufe  :  fingers  alfembled  on  the  ftage,  as  a 
but  he  hiinfdf  exprefsly  tells  us  in  chorus,  during  the  whole  repre- 
the  very  fame  chapter,  that  he  had  no  fentations  of  Elfrida  and  Caradacus? 
fuch  meaning;  faying,  that (i  to  en-  are  competent  to  decide  for  them* 
quire  whether  tragedy  be  perfed  In  felves,  how  tar  fuch  an  expedient, 
its  parts,  either  confrdered  in  itfelf,  gives  a  more  ftriking  refemblance  of 
or  with  relation  to  the  theatre, was  fo-  human  life,  than  the  common  ufage 
feign  to  his  prefent  purpofe.”  T ofxb  of  our  drama.  As  to  its  import¬ 
ed  .’zricrxoTrsi’y,  h  ctga,  non  n  Tpctyuchct  ance  in  a  moral  view,  to  corred  the 


Character  of  the  POETRY  of  Baron  HALLER*  [87) 


per  tendency,  depends  on  the  fkill 
and  addrefs  of  the  poet,  independent¬ 
ly  of  the  chorus. 

66  Monlieur  Dacier,  as  well  as 
the  author  of  the  above  note,  cen- 
fures  the  modern  ftage  for  having 
rejected  the  chorus,  and  having  loft 
thereby  at  lead;  half  its  probability, 
and  its  greateft  ornament ;  fo  that 
our  tragedy  is  but  a  very  faint  fha- 
dovv  of  the  old.  Learned  critics, 
however,  do  not,  perhaps,  confider, 
that  if  it  be  expedient  to  revive  the 
chorus,  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
ancient  tragedy  muft  be  revived  a- 
long  with  it,  Ariftotle  mentions 
mufic  as  one  of  the  fix  parts  of  tra¬ 
gedy,  and  Horace  no  fooner  intro¬ 


duces  the  chorus,  but  he  proceeds 
to  the  pipe  and  lyre.  If  a  chorus 
be  really  neceffary,  our  dramas,  like 
thole  of  the  ancients,  fhould  be  ren¬ 
dered  wholly  mufical ;  the  dancers 
alfo  will  then  claim  their  place,  and 
the  pretenhons  of  Veftris  and  No- 
verre  muft  be  admitted  as  clafficab 
Such  a  fpedacle,  if  not  more  natu¬ 
ral  than  the  modern,  would  at  lead 
be  confident ;  but  to  introduce  a 
groupe  of  fpedatorial  actors,  fpeak- 
ing  in  one  part  of  the  drama,  and 
ftnging  in  another,  is  as  ftrange  and 
and  incoherent  a  medley,  and  full  as 
unclaffical,  as  the  dialogue  and  airs 
of  the  Beggar’s  Opera.'’ 


CHARACTER  of  the  POETRY  of  BARON  HALLER, 
[From  Mr.  White’s  Memoirs  of  Albert  Be  Haller.] 


cs  T  TIS  Poems  contained  defcrip- 
Xx.  tions  of  nature,  not  fuch 
as  the  poets  have  fo  frequently  and 
uniformly  painted  her,  fuch  as  for¬ 
merly  defcribed  by  Homer,  and  dif- 
figured  by  his  imitators ;  but  nature 
in  the  drefs  in  which  Haller  him- 
felf  had  obferved  her  ;  when  climb¬ 
ing  up  the  rocks,  and  traverdng  the 
eternal  ice  of  the  Alps,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  difcover  her  fecret  opera¬ 
tions  ;  poems  in  which  he  invefti- 
»  gated  the  depths  of  the  moft  abftrad 
and  infoluble  quedions  in  mathe¬ 
matics  and  morals ;  epidles  in  which 
he  paints  the  fweets  of  friendlhip 
and  padorai  life,  the  pieafures  at¬ 
tending  oil.  fimplicity  of  manners, 
the  loft  and  tranquil  charms  of  vir¬ 
tue,  and  the  happinefs  enfuing  from 
the  facridces,  which  the  more  ftrong 
and  audere  virtues  demand  of  us. 
Such  are  the  poems  of  Haller, 
While  he  ridicules  and  reprobates 
the  corruption  of  morals,  he  places 


hvpocrify  in  the  moft  odious  point 
of  view  :  he  fings  the  benefits  of  re- 
ligion,  which  teaches  us  to  love  and 
to  bear  with  each  other  ;  and  he  ex* 
claims  againft  the  crimes  of  intoler¬ 
ance,  with  that  horror,  which  mud 
be  always  ftrongly  felt  by  every  vir¬ 
tuous  mind,  however  iincerely  at¬ 
tached  to  particular  modes  of  reli¬ 
gion.  We  might  almoft  luppofe 
that  we  at  once  heard  Fenelcm  cele¬ 
brating  the  delights  of  divine  love, 
and  the  author  ot  the  Henriade 
thundering  againft  fanaticifm. 

u  Mr.  Haller  had  formed  a  friend- 
fhip  with  his  two  countrymen,  Mr, 
Stahalin,  who  was  afterwards  pro- 
fedbr  at  Balil,  and  Mr.  Gefner, 
profeflor  and  canon  at  Zurich,  whole 
charader  is  as  amiable  as  his  know* 
lege  in  phyfics  is  profound.  He  has 
recorded  their  friendlhip  in  his  po¬ 
ems  ;  and  it  Is  to  their  encourage¬ 
ment  we  are  obliged  for  the  fird  per- 
fed  fruits  of  his  poetic  genius. 

F  4  «  His 
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fc  His  poems  were  foon  tranflated 
into  French  :  the  nations  of  Europe 
faw,  with  aftonilhment,  the  German 
poetry,  which  had  been  hitherto 
unknown,  produce  works  of  fo  ca¬ 
pital  a  kind,  as  might  even  excite 
the  jealoufy  of  nations,  who  for  fe¬ 
deral  years  had  difputed,  amongft 
themfelves,  the  empire  of  letters. 
Happy  in  her  latter  birth,  {he  u- 
nited,  at  her  firft  outfet,  that  pro¬ 
found  philofophy,  which  diftin- 
guilhes  the  more  enlightened  ages, 
and  that  richnefs  of  imagination, 
which  was  the  happ^  attendant  on 
the  earlieft  ae.ras  of  poetry.  Per¬ 
haps,  if  we  may  be  permitted  to 
hazard  the  remark,  the  German  lite¬ 
rature  owes  that  jultice,  which  fo¬ 
reign  nations  have  fo  readily  ren¬ 
dered  her,  and  Haller  fome  part  of 
Ihis  fuccefs  as  a  poet,  to  the  repu¬ 
tation  which  he  had  acquired  as  a 
philofopher.  The  literary  world 
heard,  with  furprife,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  of  thefe  delightful  and  ami¬ 
able  poems,  was  a  phyfician,  who 
palled  his  life  in  the  midft  of  dif- 
fe&ions,  employed  in  fearching  out 
the  moll  fecret  lources  of  organiza¬ 
tion  and  life  ;  and  the  learned  faw, 
with  pleafure,  that  in  the  few  mo¬ 
ments  that  M.  de  Haller  could  af¬ 
ford  to  dedicate  to  the  Mufes,  he 


had,  by  his  merit,  acquired  a  plac® 
among  the  firli  poets  of  his  nation. 

li  Some,  perhaps  too  fevere,  cri¬ 
tics,  have  objected  to  his  poems,  as 
too  clofely  imitating  the  oriental 
ftyle.  This  lofty  and  fublime  mode 
of  writing  pleafes  in  the  original 
authors,  becaufe  it  appears  to  be 
the  natural  expredion  of  the  poeFs 
ideas,  finking  even  by  its  Angu¬ 
larity,  and  traftfporting  us  to  the 
ages  of  lirong,  but  uncultivated  na¬ 
ture,  which  afford  us  fuch  exquilite 
delight  whenever  we  recur  to^them. 
But  plealing,  as  it  may  be  in  them, 
it  often  offends  us  in  the  hands  of 
imitators  ;  for  it  Ihould  feem  that  the 
moderns,  who  differ  fo  much  from 
the  ancients  in  their  manners  and 
opinions,  Ihould  neither  poffefs  the 
fame  ideas,  nor  ufe  the  fame  me- 
thod  of  communicating  them  ;  and 
we  are  induced  to  fulpeCt  that  thefe 
oriental  imitations  are  merely  the 
effeCl  of  art,  in  the  poet,  who  wllhes 
to  difguife  thoughts,  which  would 
otherwife  appear  trite  and  common, 
by  pompous  diCtion,  and  a  peculiar 
turn  of  his  periods.  No  one  had 
ever  lefs  occafion  for  fuch  an  expe¬ 
dient  than  Haller,  and  this  fivle  has 
rather  ferved  to  cover  beauties  in  his 
poems,  than  conceal  defedlsd* 


-V. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  DRAMATIC  CHARACTER 

of  RICHARD  the  THIRD.  ' 

[From  Mr.  Rich  ardson9s  ElTays  on  Shakspeare-s  Dramatic  Cha¬ 
racters  of  Richard  the  Third,  King  Lear,  and  Timon  of  Athens.] 

I""''  H  E  Lite  and  Death  of  foftened.  The  hues  and  lineaments 
j[  King  Richard  the  Third  are  as  dark  and  deeply  imprelfed  as 
is  a  popular  tragedy  :  yet  the  poet,  we  are  capable  of  conceiving.  Nei- 
in  his  principal  character,  has  con-  ther  do  they  receive  any  conlider- 
neCted  deformity  of  body  with  every  able  mitigation  from  the  virtues  of 
vice  that  can  pollute  human  nature,  any  other  perfons  reprefented  in  the 
Nor  are  thefe  vices  difgudife  or  poem.  The  vices  of  Richard  are 
¥  not 
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not  to  ferve  as  a  foil  or  a  tell  to 
their  virtues ;  for  the  virtues  and 
innocence  of  others  ferve  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  aggravate  his  hi¬ 
deous  guilt.  In  reality,  we  are  not 
much  attached  by  affe&ion,  ad¬ 
miration,  or  efteem,  to  any  cha- 
racteifm  the  tragedy.  The  merit 
of  Edward,  Clarence,  and  fome  o- 
thers,  is  fo  undecided,  and  has  fuch 
a  mixture  of  weaknefs,  as  hinders  us 
from  entering  deeply  into  their  in- 
terefts.  Richmond  is  fo  little  feen, 
his  goodnefs  is  fo  general  or  unfea¬ 
tured,  and  the  difficulties  he  has  to 
encounter  are  fo  remote  from  view, 
ate  thrown,  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion,  fo  far  into  the  back  ground, 
and  are  fo  much  leflened  by  concur¬ 
ring  events,  that  he  cannot,  with 
any  propriety,  be  deemed  the  hero 
of  the  performance.  Neither  does 
the  pleafure  we  receive  proceed  en¬ 
tirely  from  the  gratification  of  our 
refentment,  or  the  due  difpiay  of 
poetical  juftice.  To  be  pleafed  with 
fuch  a  difpiay,  it  is  neceffary  that 
we  enter  deeply  into  the  interefts  of 
thofe  that  fuffer.  But  fo  ft  range  is 
the  ftruCture  of  this  tragedy,  that 
we  are  lefs  interefted  in  the  miferies 
of  thofe  that  are  oppreffed,  than  we 
are  moved  with  indignation  againft 
the  oppreflbr.  The  fufferers,  no 
doubt,  excite  fome  degree  of  com¬ 
panion  ;  but,  as  we  have  now  ob- 
ferved,  they  have  fo  little  claim  to 
efteetn,  are  fo  numerous  and  dif- 
imited,  that  no  particular  intereft  of 
this  fort  takes  hold  of  us  during  the 
whole  exhibition.  Thus,  were  the 
pleafure  we  receive  to  depend  folely 
on  the  fulfilment  of  poetical  juftice, 
that  half  of  it  would  be  loft  which 
arifes  from  great  regard  for  the  fuf¬ 
ferers,  and  efteern  for  the  hero  who 
performed  the  exploit.  We  may 
alfo  add,  that  if  the  punifhment  of 
Richard  were  to  conftitute  our  chief 
enjoyment,  that  event  is  put  off 


for  too  long  a  period.  The  poet 
might  have  exhibited  his  cruelties 
in  fhorter  fpace,  fufficient  how¬ 
ever  to  excite  our  refentment ;  and 
fo  might  have  brought  us  fooner  to 
the  cataftrophe,  if  that  alone  was  to 
have  yielded  us  pleafure.  In  truth* 
the  cataftrophe  of  a  good  tragedy  is 
only  the  completion  of  our  pleafure, 
and  not  the  chief  caufe  of  it.  The 
fable,  and  the  view  which  the  poet 
exhibits  of  human  nature,  conduct¬ 
ed  through  a  whole  performance, 
muft  produce  our  enjoyment.  But 
in  the  work  now  before  us  there  is 
fcarcely  any  fable  ;  and  there  is  no 
character  of  eminent  importance* 
but  that  of  Richard.  He  is  the 
principal  agent ;  and  the  whole  tra¬ 
gedy  is  an  exhibition  of  guilt,  where 
abhorrence  for  the  criminal  is  much 
ftronger  than  our  intereft  in  the 
fufferers,  or  efteem  for  thofe,  who, 
by  accident  rather  than  great  exer¬ 
tion,  promote  his  downfal.  We 
are  pleafed,  no  doubt,  with  his  pu- 
nifnment ;  but  the  difpiay  of  his 
enormities,  and  their  progrefs  to 
this  completion,  are  the  chief  ob¬ 
jects  of  our  attention.  Thus  Shak- 
fpeare,  in  order  to  render  the  (hock¬ 
ing  vices  of  Richard  an  am  tiling  fpec- 
acle,  muft  have  recourfe  to  other  ex¬ 
pedients  than  thofe  ufually  pracftifed 
in  fimilar  fttuations.  Here,  then, 
we  are  led  to  enquire  into  the  na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  refources  and  expedi¬ 
ents  :  for  why  do  we  not  turn  from 
the  Richard  of  Shakfpeare,  as  we 
turn  from  his  Titus  Andronicus  ? 
Has  he  invefted  him  with  any 
charm,  or  fecured  him  by  fome  fe¬ 
rret  talifman  from  difguft  and  aver- 
fion  ?  The  fubjecft  is  curious,  and 
defer ves  our  attention. 

Here,  then,  we  may  obferve 
in  general,  that  the  appearance  is 
produced,  not  by  veiling  or  con- 
trafting  offeniive  features  and  co¬ 
lours,,  but  by  fo  connecting  them 

with 
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with,  agreeable  qualities  reRding  in 
the  character  itfelf,  that  the  dif- 
agreeable  effect  is  either  entirely  flip- 
preffed,  or  by  its  union  with  co- 
aleicing  qualities,  is  converted  into 
a  pleafurable  feeling.  In  particular, 
though  Richard  has  no  fenfe  of* 
juRice,  nor  indeed  of  any  moral 
obligation,  he  has  abundant  lhare  of 
thofe  qualities  which  are  termed  in- 
teliecRual.  Deflitute  of  virtue,  he 
poffefles  ability.  He  fhews  difcern- 
ment  of  charader ;  artful  contriv¬ 
ance  in  forming  projeds  ;  great  ad- 
drefs  in  the  management  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  fertility  of  refource ;  a  pru¬ 
dent  command  of  temper  ;  much 
verfatility  of  deportment ;  and  lin¬ 
gular  dexterity  in  concealing  his  in¬ 
tentions.  He  polfelfes  along  with 
thefe,  fuch  perfed  confcioufnefs  of 
the  fuperior  powers  of  his  own  un- 
derlianding  above  thofe  of  other 
men,  as  leads  him  not  offentatiouhy 
to  treat  them  with  contempt,  but  to 
employ  them,  while  he  really  con¬ 
temns  their  weaknefs,  as  engines  of 
his  ambition.  Now,  though  thefe 
properties  are  not  the  objeds  of 
moral  approbation,  and  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  the  inRruments  of  fraud 
no  lefs  than  of  juRice,  yet  the  na- 
ti\  e  and  unmingled  effed  which 
moll  of  them  produce  on  the  fpec- 
tator,  independent  of  the  principle 
that  employs  them,  is  an  emotion  of 
pleafure.  The  perfon  polfeiling  them 
is  regarded  with  deference,  with  re- 
fped,  and  with  admiration.  Thus, 
then,  the  fatisfadion  we  receive  in 
contemplating  the  charader  of  Rich¬ 
ard,  in  the  various  lituations  in 
which  the  poet  has  fhevvn  him,  arifes 
from  a  mixed  feeling ;  a  feeling, 
compounded  of  horror,  on  account 
of  his  guilt,  and  of  admiration  on 
account  of  his  talents.  By  the  con¬ 
currence  of  thefe  two  emotions  the 
mind  is  thrown  into  a  Rate  of  un- 
ufual  agitation ;  neither  painful  nor 


pleafant,  in  the  extremes  of  pain  of 
of  pleafure,  but  Rrangely  delight¬ 
ful.  Surprife  and  amazement,*  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  Rriking  conjunctures 
which  he  himfelf  very  often  occa* 
Rons,  aryi  which  give  exercife  to 
his  talents,  together  with  aRonilh- 
ment  at  the  determined  boldnefs 
and  fuccefs  of  his  guilt,  give  un¬ 
common  force  to  the  general  im- 
preffion. 

44  It  may  be  apprehended,  that 
the  mixed  feeling  now  mentioned 
may  be  termed  indignation  ;  nor 
have  I  any  objedion  to  the  ufe  of  the 
term.  Indignation  feems  to  arife 
from  a  comparative  view  of  two  ob¬ 
jeds  ;  the  one  worthy,  and  the  o» 
ther  unworthy  ;  which  are,  never- 
thelefs,  united  ;  but  which,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  wrong  or  impropriety 

occaRoned  bv  this  incongruous 

•  *  *  ^ 
union,  we  conceive  fnouid  be  dif- 

united  and  independent.  The  man 
of  merit  fullering  negled  or  con¬ 
tempt,  and  the  unworthy  man  raifed 
to  diftindion,  provoke  indignation. 
In  like  manner,  indignation  may  be 
provoked,  by  feeing  illuRrious  ta¬ 
lents  perverted  to  inhuman  and  per<> 
fidious  purpofes.  Nor  is  the  feel¬ 
ing,  for  it  arifes  from  elevation  of 
foul  and  confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  by 
any  means  difagreeable.  Indeed, 
the  pleafure  it  yields  us  is  different 
from  that  ariRng  from  other  emo¬ 
tions  of  a  more  placid  and  fofter 
character ;  different,  for  example, 
in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  from 
our  fympathy  with  fuccefsful  merit* 
We  may  alfo  obferve,  that  fufpence, 
wonder,  and  furprife,  occaRoned  by 
the  adual  operation  of  great  abili¬ 
ties,  under  the  guidance  of  uncoil » 
trouled  humanity,  by  their  awful 
effeds,  and  the  poffures  they  allume, 
together  with  anxiety  to  fee  an 
union  fo  unworthy  diffolved,  give 
poignancy  to  our  indignation,  and 
annex  $o  it,  if  J  may  ufe  the  ex- 

preRion, 


DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  TASTE  AND  GENIUS.  [91] 

predion,  a  certain  wild  and  alarm-  44  that  the  pleafure  we  receive  from 
ing  delight.  the  charader  of  Richard,  is  pro- 

*4  But,  by  what  term  foever  we  ducecf  by  thofe  emotions  which 
recognife  the  feeling*  I  proceed  to  arife  in  the  mind,  on  beholding  great 
illuftrate,  by  a  particular  analyhs  of  intelledual  ability  employed  for  in- 
feme  linking  feenes  in  the  tragedy,  human  and  perfidious  pui'pcies.’* 


DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  TASTE  AND  GENIUS. 
[From  Dr,  Blair’s  Ledures  on  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres.l 


&i  ^”f^^STE  an^  genius  are  two 
Jh  words  frequently  joined 
together;  and  therefore,  by  inac¬ 
curate  thinkers,  confounded.  They 
fignify,  however,  two  quite  different 
things.  The  difference  between 
them  can  be  clearly  pointed  out ; 
and  it, is  of  importance  to  remember 
it.  Tade  con  fills  in  the  power  of 
judging  :  Genius,  in  the  power  of 
executing.  One  may  have  a  conli- 
derable  degree  of  tafre  in  poetry, 
eloquence,  or  any  of  the  fine  arts, 
who  has  little  or  hardly  any  genius 
for  compofition  or  execution  in  any 
of  thefe  arts  :  but  genius  cannot  be 
found  without  including  tulle  alfo. 
Genius,  therefore,  deferves  to  be 
confidered  as  a  higher  power  of  the 
mind  than  tafre.  Genius  always 
imports  lbmething  inventive  or  cre¬ 
ative  ;  which  does  not  red  in  mere 
fienfibility  to  beauty  where  it  is  per¬ 
ceived,  but  which  can,  moreover, 
produce  new  beauties,  and  exhibit 
them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  drongly 
to  imprefs  the  minds  of  others. 
Refined  fade  forms  a  good  critic  ; 
but  genius  is  farther  neceffary  to 
form  the  poet,  or  the  orator. 

44  It  is  proper  alfo  to  obferve, 
that  genius  is  a  word,  which,  in 
common  acceptation,  extends  much 
farther  than  to  the  objects  of  tade. 
It  is  ufed  to  fignify  that  talent  or 
aptitude  which  we  receive  from  na¬ 


ture,  for  excelling  in  any  one  thing 
whatever.  Thus  we  fpeak  of  a  ge¬ 
nius  for  mathematics,  as  well  as  a 
genius  for  poetry  ;  of  a  genius  for 
war,  for  politics,  or  for  any  mecha¬ 
nical  employments. 

44  This  talent  or  aptitude  for  ex¬ 
celling  in  fome  one  particular,  is,  I 
have  laid,  vvhat  we  receive  from  na¬ 
ture.  By  art  and  dudy,  no  doubt, 
it  may  be  greatly  improved  ;  but  by 
them  alone  it  cannot  be  acquired. 
As  genius  is  a  higher  faculty  than 
tade,  it  is  ever,  according  to  the 
ufual  frugality  of  nature,  more  li¬ 
mited  in  the  lphere  of  its  operations. 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  per- 
fons  who  have  an  excellent  tade  in 
leveral  of  the  polite  arts,  fuch  as  ma¬ 
lic,  poetry,  painting,  and  eloquence 
altogether :  but,  to  find  onewho  is  an 
excellent  performer  in  all' thefe  arts, 
is  much  more  rare or  rather,  in¬ 
deed,  fuch  an  one  is  not  to  be  look¬ 
ed  for.  A  fort  of  univerfal  crenius. 

•  ,0  t  ^  > 

or  one  who  is  equally  and  mdiffer- 
ently  turned  towards  feveral  diffe¬ 
rent  profedions  and  arts,  is  not  likely 
to  excel  in  any.  Although  there 
may  be  fome  few  exceptions,  yet  in 
general  it  holds,  that  wrhen  the  bent 
of  the  mind  is  wholly  direded  to¬ 
wards  fome  one  objed,  exclusively, 
in  a  manner,  of  others,  there  is  the 
faired  profped  of  eminence  in  that, 
whatever  it*  be*  The  rays  muff 
,  converge 


ON  SUBLIMITY  IN.  OBJECTS. 


[9*] 


converge  to  a  point,  in  order  to 
glow  intenfely.  This  remark  I  here 
ehufe  to  make,  on  account  of  its 
great  importance  to  young  people  ; 
in  leading  them  to  examine  with 
care,  and  to  purfue  with  ardour, 
the  current  and  pointing  of  nature 
towards  thofe  exertions  of  genius 
in  which  they  are  moil  likely  to 
excel. 

u  A  genius  for  any  of  the  fine 
arts,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  al¬ 
ways  fuppofes  tafte  ;  and  it  is  clear, 
that  the  improvement  of  tafte  will 
fierve  both  to  forward  and  to  correct 
the  operations  of  genius.  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  tafte  of  a  poet,  or 
orator,  becomes  more  refined  with 
refpeef  to  the  beauties  of  com  posi¬ 
tion,  it  will  certainly  affift  him  to 
produce  the  more  finifhed  beauties 
in  his  work.  Genius,  however, 
in  a  poet  or  orator,  may  fome- 
times  exift  in  a  higher  degree  than 
tafte  ;  that  is,  genius  may  be  bold 
and  ftrong,  when  tafte  is  neither 
very  delicate,  nor  very  correct. 


This  is  often  the  cafe  in  the  infancy 
of  arts ;  a  period,  when  genius  fre¬ 
quently  exerts  itfelf  with  great  vi¬ 
gour,  and  executes  with  much 
warmth ;  while  tafte,  which  re- 
quires  experience,  and  improves  by 
flower  degrees,  hath  not  yet  at¬ 
tained  its  full  growth.  Homer  and 
Shakfpeare  are  proofs  of  what  I  now 
afiert ;  in  whole  admirable  writings 
are  found  inftances  of  rudenefs  and 
indelicacy,  which  the  more  refined 
tafte  of  later  writers,  who  had  far 
inferior  genius  to  them,  would  have 
taught  them  to  avoid.  As  all  hu¬ 
man  perfection  is  limited,  this  may 
very  probably  be  the  law  of  our  na¬ 
ture,  that  it  is  not  given  to  one  man 
to  execute  with  vigour  and  fire,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  attend  to  all  the 
leffer  and  more  refined  graces  that 

t  > 

belong  to  the  ex  add  perfection  of  his 
work  :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a~ 
thorough  tafte  for  thofe  inferior 
graces,  is,  for  the  moft  part,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  diminution  of 
fublimity  and  force,” 


ON  SUBLIMITY  IN  OBJECTS,  AS  A  SOURCE  OF  THE 

PLEASURES  OF  TASTE. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


14  |T  Is  not  eafy  to  defer! be*  in 
J[  words,  the  precife  imprelfion 
which  great  and  fublinie  objedts 
make  upon  us,  when  we  behold 
them  ;  but  every  one  has  a  concep¬ 
tion  of  it.  It  confifts  in  a  kind  of 
admiration  and  expanfion  of  the 
mind  ;  it  raifes  the  mind  much  a- 
bove  its  ordinary  ftate  ;  and  fills  it 
with  a  degree  of  wonder  and  afto- 
nifhment,  which  it  cannot  well  ex- 
prefs.  The  emotion  is  certainly  de¬ 
lightful  ;  but  it  is  altogether  of  the 
ferious  kind  :  a  degree  of  awfulnefs 


and  folemnity,  even  approaching 
to  feverity,  commonly  attends  it 
when  at  its  height  ;  very  diftln- 
guifhable  from  the  more  gay  and 
brilk  emotion  raifed  by  beautiful 
objedfs. 

“  The  fimpleft  form  of  external 
grandeur  appears  in  the  vaft  and 
boundlefs  profpedfs  prefented  to  us 
by  nature  ;  l'uch  as  wide  extended 
plains,  to  which  the  eye  can  fee  no 
limits ;  the  firmament  of  heaven  ; 
or  the  boundlefs  expanfe  of  the 
ocean.  All  vaftnefs  produces  the 

impreffion 
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imprefiion  of  fublimity.  It  is  to  be 
remarked,  however,  that  fpace,  ex¬ 
tended  in  length,  makes  not  fo  ftrong 
an  impreffion  as  height  or  depth. 
Though  a  boundlefs  plain  be  a 
grand  objedt,  yet  a  high  mountain, 
to  which  we  look  up,  or  an  awful 
precipice  or  tower  whence  we  look 
down  on  the  objedls  which  lie  be¬ 
low,  is  hill  more  fo.  The  exceffive 
grandeur  of  the  firmament  arifes 
from  its  height,  joined  to  its  bound¬ 
lefs  extent ;  and  that  of  the  ocean* 
not  from  its  extent  alone,  but  from 
the  perpetual  motion  and  irrefifiible 
force  of  that  trial's  of  waters. 
Wherever  fpace  is  concerned,  it  is 
clear,  that  amplitude  or  greatnefs  of 
extent,  in  one  dimenfion  or  other, 
is  neceflary  to  grandeur.  Remove 
all  bounds  from  any  objedl,  and 
you  prefently  render  it  fublime. 
Hence  infinite  fpace,  endlefs  num¬ 
bers,  and  eternal  duration,  fill  the 
mind  with  great  ideas. 

O  •  «  • 

From  this  fome  have  imagined, 
that  vafinefs,  or  amplitude  of  ex¬ 
tent,  is  the  foundation  of  all  fubli- 
mity.  But  I  cannot  be  of  this  opi¬ 
nion,  becaufe  many  ohjedls  appear 
fublime  which  have  no  relation  to 
fpace  at  all.  Such,  for  inftance,  is 
great  loudnefs  of  found.  T  he  burll 
of  thunder  or  of  cannon,  the  roar¬ 
ing  of  winds,  the  fhouting  of  mul¬ 
titudes,  the  found  of  vaft  cataradls 
of  water,  are  all  inconteftibly  grand 
objedts.  44  I  heard  the  voice  of  a 
great  multitude,  as  the  found  of 
many  waters,  and  of  mighty  thun- 
derings,  faying  Allelujah.”  In  ge¬ 
neral  we  may  obferve,  that  great 
power  and  force  exerted,  always 
r&ife  fublime  ideas:  and  perhaps  the 
moll  copious  fource  of  thefe  is  de¬ 
rived  from  this  quarter.  Hence  the 
grandeur  of  earthquakes  and  burn¬ 
ing  mountains  ;  of  great  conflagra¬ 
tions  ;  of  the  frormy  ocean,  and 
overflowing  waters,*  of  tempefls  of 
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wind  ;  of  thunder  and  lightning ; 
and  of  all  the  uncommon  violence 
of  the  elements.  Nothing  is  more 
fublime  than  mighty  power  and 
iirength.  A  ftream  that  runs  within 
its  banks,  is  a  beautiful  objedl ;  but 
when  it  ruihes  down  with  the  im- 
petuofity  and  nolle  of  a  torrent,  it 
prefently  becomes  a  fublime  one. 
From  lions,  and  other  animals  of 
iirength,  are  drawn  fublime  com- 
parifons  in  poets.  A  race  horfe  is 
looked  upon  with  pleafure  ;  but  it  is 
the  war-horfe,  44  whofe  neck  is 
clothed  with  thunder, ”  that  carries 
grandeur  in  its  idea.  The  engage¬ 
ment  -of  two  great  armies,  as  it  is 
the  higheft  exertion  of  human 
might,  combines  a  variety  of  fources 
of  the  fublime  ;  and  has  accordingly 
been  always  confidered  as  one  of  the 
mod  linking  and  magnificent  fpec- 
tacles  that  can  be  either  prefented  to 
the  eye,  or  exhibited  to  the  imagi¬ 
nation  in  deicription. 

41  For  the  farther  illuflration  of 
this  fubjedl,  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
that  all  ideas  of  the  folemn  and  aw¬ 
ful  kind,  and  even  bordering  on  the 
terrible,  tend  greatly  to  affill  the 
fublime  ;  fuch  as  darknefs,  folitude, 
and  filence.  What  are  the  feenes  of 
nature  that  elevate  the  mind  in  the 
highefl  degree,  and  produce  the  fub¬ 
lime  fenfation  ?  Not  the  gay  land- 
fcape,  the  flowery  field,  or  the  flou- 
rifhing  city  ;  but  the  hoary  moun¬ 
tain,  and  the  folitary  lake  ;  the  aged 
forefi,  and  the  torrent  falling  over 
the  rock.  Hence  too,  night-feenes 
are  commonly  the  moll  fublime. 
The  firmament  when  filled  with 
liars,  fcattered  in  fuch  vail  numbers, 
and  with  fuch  magnificent  profufion, 
flrikes  the  imagination  with  a  more 
awful  grandeur,  than  when  we  view 
it  enlightened  by  all  the  fplendour  of 
the  fun.  The  deep  found  of  a  great 
bell,  or  the  llriking  of  a  great  clock, 
are  at  any  time  grand ;  but,  when 

heard 
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heard  amid  the  filence  and  ftillnefs 
of  the  night,  they  become  doubly 
io.  Darknefs  is  very  commonly 
applied  for  adding  fublirnity  to  all 
our  ideas  of  the  Deity.  44  He  mak- 
cth  darknefs  his  pavillion  ;  he  dwel- 
lcth  in  the  thick  cloud.' ”  So  MIL 
£011 

— - - -  How  oft,  atnidft 

Thick  clouds  and  dark,  does  heaven’s  all- 
ruling-  fire 

Chufe  to  re  fide,  his  glory  tmohfcured, 
And,  with  the  majefty  of  darknefs,  round 
Circles  his  throne—’ - 

Book  II.  263. 

Obferve,  with  how  much  art  Virgil 
has  introduced  all  thefe  ideas  of  fi¬ 
lence,  vacuity,  and  darknefs,  when 
he  is  going*  to  introduce  his  hero  to 
the  infernal  regions,  and  to  difeiofe 
the  fecrets  of  the  great  deep. 

X>h  quihus  imperium  eft  animarum,  um- 
brseque  filentes, 

Et  Chaos,  ct  Plegethon,  loca  node  fi- 
lentia  late. 

Sit  mihi  fas  audita  loqui ;  fit  mi  mine 
veflro 

Pandere  res  alta  terra,  &  caligine  merfas. 
Ibant  obfeuri,  folafub  noble, per  umbrarn, 
Perquc  demos  Hilis  vacuos,  ct  inania 
regna ; 

Quale  per  incertam  lunam,  fub  luce  ma¬ 
ligna 

Eft.  iter  in  fylvis . 

Thefe  pafiages  I  quote  at  pvefent, 
not  fo  much  as  infiances  of  fublime 
writing,  though  in  themfelves  they 
truly  are  fo,  as  to  (hew,  by  the  ef- 
fed  of  them,  that  the  objeds  which 
they  prefent  to  us,  belong  to  the 
clafs  of  fublime  ones. 

44  Obfcurity,  we  are  farther  to 
remark,  is  not  unfavourable  to  the 
fublime.  Though  it  render  the  ob¬ 
ject  indiftind,  the  impreflion,  how¬ 
ever,  may  be  great ;  for,  as  an  in¬ 
genious  author  has  well  obferved,  it 
is  one  thing  to  make  an  idea  clear, 
and  another  to  make  it  afteding  to 
the  imagination  j  and  the  imagina- 
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tion  may  be  firongly  affeded,  and, 
in  fad,  often  is  fo,  by  objeds  of 
which  we  have  no  clear  conception  * 
Thus  we  fee,  that  aimed!  all  the  de» 
feriptions  given  us  of  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  fupernatural  beings,  carry 
fome  fublirnity,  though  the  concep¬ 
tions  which  they  'affgrd  us  be  con¬ 
futed  and  indiftind.  Their  fubli- 
mity  antes  from  the  ideas,  which 
they  always  convey,  of  fuperior 
power  and  might,  joined  with  an 
awful  obfcurity.  We  may  fee  this 
fully  exemplified  in  the  following 
noble  palfage  of  the  book  of  Job. 
44  In  thoughts  from  the  vifions  of 
the  night,  when  deep  ileep  falleth 
upon  men,  fear  came  upbn  me,  and 
trembling,  which  made  all  my  bones 
to  fhake.  Then  a  fpirit  pa /fed  be¬ 
fore  my  face  ;  the  hair  of  my  fiefh 
flood  up  :  it  flood  ftili  ;  but  1  could 
not  difeern  the  form  thereof ;  an 
image  was  before  mine  eyes ;  there 
was  filence  ;  and  I  heard  a  voice — 
Shall  mortal  man  be  more  juft 
than  God?”  (job  iv.  15)-  No 
ideas,  it  is  plain,  are  fo  fub- 
lime  as  thofe  taken  from  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being ;  the  molt  unknown, 
but  the  greateft  of  all  objeds ;  the 
infinity  of  whofe  nature,  and  the 
eternity  ef  whofe  duration,  joined 
with  the  omnipotence  of  his  power, 
though  they  furpafs  our  concep¬ 
tions,  yet  exalt  them  to  the  higlr- 
eft.  In  general,  all  objeds  that  are 
greatly  raifed  above  us,  or  far  re¬ 
moved  from  us,  either  in  lpace  or 
in  time,  are  apt  to  ferike  us  as  great. 
Our  viewing  them,  as  through  the 
mift  of  diftance  or  antiquity,  is  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  impreftions  of  their 
fublirnity. 

44  As  obfcurity,  fo  diforder  too, 
is  very  compatible  with  grandeur  ; 
nay,  frequently  heightens  it.  Few 
things  that  are  ftridly  regular,  and 
methodical,  appear  fublime.  ,  We 
fee  the  limits  on  every  fide  ;  we  feel 
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Oiirfelves  confined*;  there  is  no  room 
for  the  mind’s  exerting  a$y  great 
effort,  ExaCt  proportion  of  parts, 
though  it  enters  often  into  the  beau¬ 
tiful,  is  much  difregarded  in  the 
fublime.  A  great  mafs  of  rocks, 
thrown  together  by  the  hand  of  na¬ 
ture  with  wildnefs  and  confufion, 
■ftrikes  the  mind  with  more  grandeur 
than  if  they  had  been  adj  lifted  to 
each  other  with  the  moil  accurate 
fymmetry. 

44  In  the  feeble  attempts,  which 
human  art  can  make  towards  pro¬ 
ducing  grand  objects  (feeble,  I  mean, 
in  companion  with  the  powers  of 
nature),  greatnefs  of  dimen fions  al¬ 
ways  con  flit  utes  a  principal  part.  No 
pile  of  building  can  convey  any  idea 
of  fub.limity,  ttnlefs  it  be  ample  and 
lofty.  There  is,  too,  in  architec- 
ture,  what  is  called  greatnefs  of 
manner ;  which  feems  chiefly  to 
arife,  from  prefenting  the  objeCt  to 
us  in  one  full  point  of  view  ;  fo 
that  it  (hal-1  make  its  impreilion 
whole,  entire,  and  undivided,  upon 
the  mind.  A  Gothic  cathedral 
raifes  ideas  of  grandeur  in  our 
minds,  by  its  fize,  its  height,  its 
awful  obfcurity,  its  ftrength,  its  an¬ 
tiquity,  and  its  durability, 

44  There  hill  remains  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  one  elafs  of  fublime  objeCts  : 
what  may  be  called  the  moral,  or 
Tentimental  fublime  ;  arifing  from 
certain  exertions  of  the  human  mind ; 
from  certain  affedtions,  and  aCtions, 
of  our  fellow-creatures.  Thefe  will 
be  found  to  be  all,  or  chiefly,  of 
that  clafis,  which  comes  under  the 
name  of  magnanimity  or  heroifm  ; 
;and  they  produce  an  effeCt  extremely 
fimilar  to  what  is  produced  by  the 
view  of  grand  objedts  in  nature  ; 
filling  the  mind  with  admiration, 
and  elevating  it  above  itfelf.  A 
noted  inftance  of  this,  quoted  by  all 
the  French  critics,  is  the  celebrated 
Qu’il  Mourut  of  Corneille,  in  the 


tragedy  of  Horace.  Tn  the  famous 
combat  betwixt  the  Ho  rath  and  the 
Curiatii,  the  old  Horatius,  being 
informed,  that  two  of  his  Tons  are 
flain,  and  that  the  third  had  betaken, 
him'felf  to  flight,  at  fir  ft  will  not 
believe  the  report  ;  but  being  tho¬ 
roughly  allured  of  the  faCt,  is  fired 
with  all  the  fentiments  of  high  ho¬ 
nour  and  indignation  at  this  fup- 
pofed  unworthy  behaviour  of  his  fur- 
viving  fon.  He  is  reminded,  that  his 
fon  hood  alone  again  ft  three,  and 
aikedwhat  he  would  have  had  him  to> 
have  done  ?— 44  To  have  died,” — • 
he  anfwers.  In  the  fame  manner 
Poru.s,  taken  prifoner  by  Alexander, 
after  a  gallant  defence,  and  a&ed  in 
what  manner  he  would  be  treated  ? 
anfWering,  ii  Like  a  king  and 
Ccefar  chiding  the  pilot  who  was 
afraid  to  fet  out  with  him  in  a  ftorrn, 
44  Quid  times  ?  Csefarem  vehis are 
good  foifances  of  this  fenti mental 
fublime.  Wherever,  in  fome  cri¬ 
tical  and  high  fituation,  wre  behold 
a  man  uncommonly  intrepid,  and 
reifing  upon  himfelf :  fuperior  to 
paffion  and  to  fear  ;  animated  by 
fome  great  principle  to  the  contempt 
of  popular  opinion,  of  felfifh  inte- 
reft,  of  dangers,  or  of  death  ;  there 
we  are  ftruck  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
fublime. 

44  High  virtue  is  the  moll  natu¬ 
ral  and  fertile  fource  of  this  moral 
fublimity.  However,  on  fome  oc- 
cafions,  where  virtue  either  has  no 
‘place,  or  is  but  imperfectly  difplay- 
Yd,  yet  if  extraordinary  vigour  and 
force  of  mind  be  difcovered,  we  are 
not  infenfible  to  a  degree  of  gran¬ 
deur  in  the  character  ;  and  from  the 
fplendid  conqueror,  or  the  daring 
confpiratorf  whom  we  are  far  from 
approving,  we  cannot  with-hold  our 
admiration. 

44  I  have  now  enumerated  a  va¬ 
riety  of  in  fiances,  both  in  inanimate 
objeCts  and  in  human  life,  wherein 
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the  fublime  appears.  In  all  thefe 
indances,  the  emotion  railed  in  us 
is  of  the  fame  kind,  although  the 
objeCts  that  produce  the  emotion  be 
of  widely  different  kinds.  A  que- 
flion  next  arifes,  whether  we  are 
able  to  difcover  fome  one  funda¬ 
mental  quality  in  which  all  thefe 
different  objeCts  agree,  and  which 
is  the  caufe  of  their  producing  an 
emotion  of  the  fame  nature  in  our 
minds  ?  Various  hypothefes  have 
been  formed  concerning  this ;  but, 
as  far  as  appears  td  me,  hitherto  un- 
fatisfa&ory.  Some  have  imagined 
that  amplitude,  or  great  extent, 
joined  with  fimplicity,  is  either  im¬ 
mediately,  or  remotely,  the  funda¬ 
mental  quality  of  whatever  is  fub¬ 
lime  ;  but  we  havg  feen  that  ampli¬ 
tude  is  confined  to  one  fpecies  of 
fublime  objects  ;  and  cannot,  with¬ 
out  violent  draining,  be  applied  to 
them  all.  The  author  of  “  a  Phi- 
lofophical  Enquiry  into  the  Origin 
of  our  Ideas  of  the  Sublime  and 
Beautiful,”  to  whom  we  are  indebt¬ 
ed  for  feverai  ingenious  and  ori¬ 
ginal  thoughts  upon  this  fubjeCt, 
propofes  a  formal  theory  upon  this 
foundation,  that  terror  is  the  fource 
of  the  fublime,  and  that  no  objeCts 
have  this  character,  but  fuch  as  pro¬ 
duce  impreflions  of  pain  and  danger. 
It  is  indeed  true,  that  many  terrible 
objeCts  are  highly  fublime  ;  and  that 
grandeur  does  not  refufe  an  alliance 
with  the  idea  of  danger.  But 
though  this  is  very  properly  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  author  (many  of  whofe 
fentiments  on  that  head  I  have  a- 
dopted),  yet  he  feems  to  flretch  his 
theory  too  far,  when  he  reprefents 
the  fublime  as  confiding  wholly 


in  modes  of  danger,  or  of  pain. 
For  the  proper  fenfation  of  fublimitys 
appears  to  be  very  didinguifhable 
from  the  fenfation  of  either  of  thefe ; 
and,  on  feverai  occafions,  to  be  en- 
entirely  feparated  from  them.  In 
many  grand  objeCts,  there  is  no  co¬ 
incidence  with  terror  at  all ;  as  in 
the  magnificent  profpeCt  of  wide 
extended  plains,  and  of  the  darry 
firmament ;  or  in  the  moral  difpofi- 
tions  and  fentiments,  which  we  view 
with  high  admiration ;  and  in  many 
painful  and  terrible  objeCts  alfo,  it 
is  clear,  there  is  no  fort  of  gran¬ 
deur.  The  amputation  of  a  limb, 
or  the  bite  of  a  fnake,  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  terrible  ;  but  are  deditute  of  all 
claim  whatever  to  fublimity,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  mighty  force 
or  power,  whether  accompanied  with 
terror  or  not,  whether  employed  in 
protecting,  or  in  alarming  us,  has  a 
better  title,  than  any  thing  that  has 
yet  been  mentioned,  to  be  the  fun¬ 
damental  quality  of  the  fublime  ;  as, 
after  the  review  which  we  have 
taken,  there  does  not  occur  to  me 
any  fublime  objeCl,  into  the  idea  of 
which,  power,  drength,  and  force, 
either  enter  not  direCtly,  or  are  not, 
at  lead,  intimately  alfociated  with 
the  idea,  by  leading  our  thoughts 
to  fome  adonifhing  power,  as  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  production  of  the  ob« 
jeCt.  However,  l  do  not  infid  upon 
this  as  fufhcient  to  found  a  general 
theory  :  it  is  enough,  now  to  have 
given  this  view  of  the  nature  and 
different  kinds  of  fublime  objeCts  ; 
by  which  I  hope  to  have  laid  a  pro¬ 
per  foundation  for  aifeufling,  with 
greater  accuracy,  the  fublime  in 
writing  and  compofition. 
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ON  BEAUTY,  AS  A  SOURCE  OF  THE  PLEASURES  OF  TASTE. 

[  From  the  fame  Work,  ] 


64  IQ  EAUTY,  next  to  fublimity, 

fj  affords,  beyond  doubt,  the 
higheft  pleafure  to  the  imagination. 
The  emotion  which  it  raifes,  is  very 
diftinguifliahle  from  that  of  fubli- 
mirv.  It  is  of  a  calmer  kind  ;  more 
gentle  and  loathing;  does  not  elevate 
the  mind  fo  much,  but  produces  an  a- 
greeable  ferenity.  Sublimity  raifes  a 
feeling,  too  violent,  as  I  fhowed,  to 
be  lafting  ;  the  pleafure  arifing  from 
beauty  admits  of  longer  continuance. 
It  extends  alfo  to  a  much  greater  va¬ 
riety  of  objects  than  fublimity  ;  to 
a  variety  indeed  fo  great,  that  the 
feelings  which  beautiful  objects  pro¬ 
duce,  differ  considerably,  not  in  de¬ 
gree  only,  but  alfo  in  kind,  from 
one  another.  Hence  no  word  in 
the  language  is  ufed'in  a  more  vague 
fignihcation  than  beauty.  It  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  almoft  every  external  objebt 
that  pleafes  the  eye,  or  the  ear ;  to 
a  great  number  of  the  graces  of 
writing  ;  to  many  difpofitions  of  the 
mind ;  nay,  to  feveral  objects  of 
mere  abftradt  fcience.  We  talk  cur¬ 
rently  of  a  beautiful  tree  or  flower ; 
ax  beautiful  poem;  a  beautiful  cha¬ 
racter  ;  and  a  beautiful  theorem  in 
mathematics. 

44  Hence  we  may  ealily  perceive, 
that,  among  fo  great  a  variety  of 
objects,  to  find  out  feme  one  quality- 
in  which  they  all  agree,  and  which 
is  the  foundation  of  that  agreeable 
fenfation  they  all  raife,  muff  be  a 
very  difficult,  if  not,  more  probably, 
a  vain  attempt.  Objects,  denomi¬ 
nated  beautiful,  are  fo  different,  as 
to  pleafe,  not  in  virtue  of  any  one 
quality  common  to  them  all,  but  by 
means  of  feveral  different  principles 
in  human  nature.  The  agreeable 
emotion  which  they  all  raife,  is 
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fomewhat  of  the  fame  nature ;  and, 
therefore,  has  the  common  name  ot 
beauty  given  to  it ;  but  it  is  raifed 
by  different  caufes. 

44  Hypothefes, however, have  been 
framed  by  ingenious  men,  for  align¬ 
ing  the  fundamental  quality  of  beauty 
ill  all  objedls.  In  particular,  unifor¬ 
mity  amidft  variety,  has  been  infilled 
on  as  this  fundamental  quality.  For 
the  beauty  of  many  figures,  I  admit 
that  this  accounts  in  a  fatisfying 
manner.  But  when  we  endeavour 
to  apply  this  principle  to  beautiful 
objects  of  fome  other  kind,  as  to 
colour  for  inftance,  or  motion,  we 
fhall  foon  find  that  it  has  no  place. 
Airdeven  in  external  figured  objects, 
it  does  not  hold,  that  their  beauty  is 
in  proportion  to  their  mixture  of  va¬ 
riety  with  uniformity  ;  feeing  many 
pleafe  us  as  highly  beautiful,  which 
have  almoft  no  variety  at  all  ;  and 
others,  which  are  various  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  intricacy.  Laying  fyftems 
of  this  kind,  therefore,  afide,  what 
I  now7  propofe  is,  to  give  an  enu¬ 
meration  of  feveral  of  thofe  claffes 
of  objects  in  which  beauty  moft  Re¬ 
markably  appears  5  and  to  point  out, 
as  far  as  I  can,  the  feparate  princi¬ 
ples  of  beauty  in  each  of  them. 

44  Colour  affords,  perhaps,  the 
fiinple ft  inftance  of  beauty,  and 
therefore  the  fitted  to  begin  with. 
Here,  neither  variety,  nor  unifor¬ 
mity,  nor  any  other  principle  that 
I  know,  can  be  affigned,  as  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  beauty.  We  can  refer  It 
to  no  other  caufe  but  the  itruTure 
of  the  eye,  which  determines  us  to 
receive  certain  modifications  of  the 
rays  of  light  with  more  pleafure 
than  others.  And  we  fee  accord¬ 
ingly,  that,  as  the  organ  of  fenfa- 
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tion  varies  in  different  perfons,  they 
have  their  different  favourite  co¬ 
lours.  It  is  probable  that  affociation 
of  ideas  has  influence,  in  fome  cafes, 
on  the  pleafure  which  vve  receive  from 
colours.  Green,  for  inftance,  may 
appear  more  beautiful,  by  being 
connected  in  our  ideas  with  rural 
profpeds  and  fcenes ;  white,  with 
innocence  ;  blue,  with  the  ferenity 
of  the  lkv.  Independently  of  af- 
lbciations  of  this  kind,  all  that  wre 
can  farther  obferve  concerning  co¬ 
lours  is,  that  thofe  chofen  for  beau¬ 
ty  are,  generally,  delicate,  rather 
than  glaring.  Such  are  thole  paint¬ 
ings  with  which  nature  hath  orna¬ 
mented  fome  of  her  works,  and  which 
art  drives  in  vain  to  imitate  ;  as  the 
feathers  of  feveral  kinds  of  birds, 
the  leaves  of  flowers,  and  the  fine 
variation  of  colours  exhibited  by  the 
iky  at  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the 
fun.  Thefe  prefent  to  us  the  high- 
eft  inftances  of  the  beauty  of  colour¬ 
ing  ;  and  have  accordingly  been  the 
favourite  fubjects  of  poetical  de- 
fcription  in  all  countries. 

44  From  colour  we  proceed  to  fi¬ 
gure,  which  opens  to  us  forms  of 
beauty  more  complex  and  diversified. 
Regularity  fil'd  occurs  to  be  noticed 
as  a  fource  of  beauty.  By  a  regular 
figure,  is  meant,  one  which  wre  per¬ 
ceive  to  be  formed  according  to  fome 
certain  rule,  and  not  left  arbitrary, 
or  loofe,  in  the  condrudtion  of  its 
parrs.  Thus,  a  circle,  a  fquare,  a 
triangle,  or  a  hexagon,  pleafe  the 
eye,  by  their  regularity,  as  beauti¬ 
ful  figures.  We  mud  not,  how¬ 
ever,  conclude,  that  all  figures 
pleafe  in  proportion  to  their  regula¬ 
rity  ;  or  that  regularity  is  the  foie, 
or  the  chief,  foundation  of  beauty 
in  figure.  On  the  contrary,  a  cer¬ 
tain  graceful  variety  is  found  to  be 
a  much  more  powerful  principle  of 
beauty  ;  and  is  therefore  dudied  a 
great  deal  more  than  regularity,  in 


all  works  that  are  defigned  merely 
to  pleafe  the  eye.  I  am,  indeed, 
inclined  to  think,  that  regularity  ap¬ 
pears  beautiful  to  us,  chiefly,  if  not¬ 
on  ly,  on  account  of  its  fuggedjng 
the  ideas  of  fitnefs,  propriety,  and 
ufe,  which  have  always  a  greater 
connexion  with  orderly  and  pro¬ 
portioned  forms,  than  with  thofe 
which  appear  not  condrudted  ac¬ 
cording  to  any  certain  rule.  It  is 
clear,  that  nature,  who  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  mod  graceful  artid,  hath, 
in  all  her  ornamental  works,  pur- 
fued  variety,  with  an  apparent  neg- 
le£t  of  regularity.  Cabinets,  doors, 
and  window's,  are  made  after  a  re¬ 
gular  form,  in  cubes  and  parallelo¬ 
grams,  with  exa£I  proportion  of 
parts  ;  and  by  being  fo  formed  they 
pleafe  the  eye ;  for  this  good  rea- 
fon,  that,  being  works  of  ufe,  they 
are,  by  fuch  figures,  the  better 
fuited  to  the  ends  for  which  they 
were  defigned.  B ut  plants,  flowers, 
and  leaves  are  full  of  variety  and 
diverlity.  A  ftraight  canal  is  "an  in- 
fipid  figure,  in  comparifon  of  the 
inlanders  of  rivers.  Cones  and 
pyramids  are  beautiful ;  but  trees 
growing  in  their  natural  wildnefs, 
are  infinitely  more  beautiful  than 
when  trimmed  into  pyramids  and 
cones.  The  apartments  of  a  houfe 
mud  be  regular  in  their  difpofition, 
for  the  conveniency  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  but  a  garden,  which  is  de¬ 
figned  merely  for  beauty,  would  be 
exceedingly  difguding,  if  it  had  as 
much  uniformity  and  order  in  its 
parts  as  a  dwelling-houfe. 

44  Mr.  Hogarth,  in  his  Analyfis 
of  Beauty,  has  obferved,  that  fi¬ 
gures  bounded  by  curve  lines  are, 
in  general,  more  beautiful  than  thofe 
bounded  by  draight  lines  and  angles. 
He  pitches  upon  two  lines,  on  which, 
according  to  him,  the  beauty  of  fi¬ 
gure  principally  depends  ;  and  he 
lias  illudrated,  and  fupported  his 

doftrine, 
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(Joftrine,  by  a  fufprifirig  number  of 
inftances.  The  one  is  the  ..waving 
line,  or  a  curve  bending  backwards 
and  forwards,  fohiewhat  in  the  form 
of  the  letter  S,  This  he  calls  the 
line  of  beauty  ;  and  {hews  how  of¬ 
ten  it  is  found  ill  fhells,  flowers,  and 
fuch  other  ornamental  works  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  as  is  common  alfo  in  the  fi¬ 
gures  defigned  by  painters  and  fulp- 
tors,  for  the  purpofe  of  decoration. 
The  other  line,  which  he  calls  the 
line  of  grace,  is  the  former  waving 
curve,  twilled  round  fome  folid 
body.  The  curling  worm  of  a  com-* 
rnon  jack  is  one  of  the  in 'lances  he 
gives  of  it.  Twilled  pillars,  and 
twilled  horns,  alfo  exhibit  it.  In 
all  the  inifances  which  he  mentions, 
variety  plainly  appears  to  be  fo  ma¬ 
terial  a  principle  of  beauty,  that  he 
teems  not  to  err  much  when  he  de¬ 
fines  the  art  of  drawing  pleafing 
forms,  to  be  the  art  of  varying  well. 
For  the  curve  line,  fo  much  the  fa¬ 
vourite  of  painters,  derives,  accord¬ 
ing  to  him,  its  chief  advantage,  from 
its  perpetual  bending  and  variation 
from  the  fiiff regularity  of  the  flraight 
line. 

Motion  furnifhes  another  fource 
of  beauty,  diftindt  from  figure. 
Motion  of  itfelf  is  pleafing  •  and  bo¬ 
dies  in  motion  are,  “  cseteris  pari* 
bus,”  preferred  to  thofe  in  rell.  It 
is,  however,  only  gentle  motion 
that  belongs  to  the  beautiful  ;  for 
when  it  is  very  fwift,  or  very  forci¬ 
ble,  fuch  as  that  of  a  torrent,  it 
partakes  of  the  fublime.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  a  bird  gliding  through  the 
air,  is  extremely  beautiful  ;  the 
fwiftnefs  with  which  lightning  darts 
through  the  heavens,  is  magnificent 
arid  allohifhing.  And  here,  it  is 
proper  to  obferve,  that  the  fe illa¬ 
tions  of  fublime  and  beautiful  ate 
not  always  diflinguifhed  by  very  di¬ 
flan  t  boundaries ;  but  are  capable, 
in  feveral  inifances,  of  approaching 


towards  each  other.  Thus,afmooth 
running  dream,  is  one  of  the  mod 
beautiful  objects  in  nature:  as  it 
dwells  gradually  into  a  great  rivet, 
the  beautiful,  by  degrees,  is  loft  in 
the  fublime.  A  young  tree  is  a 
beautiful  objedt;  a  fpreading  antient 
oak,  is  a  venerable  and  a  grand  one* 
The  calmnefs  of  a  fine  morning  is 
beautiful ;  the  univerfal  flillnefs  of 
the  evening  is  highly  fublime.  IFut 
to  return  to  the  beauty  of  motion, 
it  will  be  found,  I  think,  to  hold 
very  generally,  that  motion  in  a 
flraight  line  is  not  fo  beautiful  as  in 
an  undulating  waving  diredtion ;  and 
motion  upwards  is,  commonly  too, 
more  agreeable  than  motion  down¬ 
wards.  The  eafy  curling  motion  of 
flame  and  fmoke  may  be  inflanced,  as 
an  objedt  Angularly  agreeable  :  and 
here  Mr*  Hogarth’s  waving  line  re¬ 
curs  upon  us  as  a  principle  of  beau¬ 
ty  ,  That  aniff  obferves  very  inge* 
nioufly,  that  all  the  common  and 
neceffary  motions  for  the  bufinefs  of 
life,  are  performed  by  men  in  flraight 
or  plain  lines  ;  but  that  all  the  grace* 
ful  and  ornamental  movements  are 
made  in  waving  lines:  an  obferva* 
tionnot  unworthy  of  being  attended 
to,  by  all  who  iludy  the  grace  of 
gellure  and  adtion. 

“  Though  colour,  figure,  and 
motion,  be  feparate  principles  of 
beauty  ;  yet  in  many  beautiful  ob¬ 
jects  they  all  meet,  and  thereby  ren¬ 
der  the  beauty  both  greater,  and 
more  complex.  Thus,  in  flowers, 
trees,  animals,  we  are  entertained 
at  once  with  the  delicacy  of  the 
colour,  with  the  gracefulness  of  the 
figure,  and  fometiilies  alfo  with  the 
motion  of  the  object.  Although 
each  of  tbefe  produce  a  feparate 
agreeable  fenfation,  yet  they  are  of 
fuch  a  fimilar  nature,  as  readily  to 
mix  and  blend  in  one  general  per¬ 
ception  of  beauty,  which  we  aferibe 
to  the  whole  object  as  its  caufe  :  for 
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beauty  is  always  conceived  by  us,  as 
fomething  rending  in  the  object 
which  raifes  the  pleafant  fenfation  ; 
a  fort  of  glory  which  dwells  upon, 
3nd  invert's  it.  Perhaps  the  moft 
complete  affemblage  of  beautiful  ob- 
ie&s  that  can  any  where  be  found, 
is  prefented  by  a  rich  natural  land- 
i'cape,  where  there  is  a  fufficient  va¬ 
riety  of  objeCts  :  fields  in  verdure, 
fcattered  trees  and  flowers,  running 
water,  and  animals  grazing.  If  to 
thefe  be  joined,  fome  of  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  art,  which  fuit  fuch  a 
fcene  ;  as  a  bridge  with  arches  over 
a  river,  fmoke  riling  from  cottages 
in  the  midft  of  trees,  and  the  dirtant 
view  of  a  fine  building  feen<  by  the 
riling  fun  ;  we  then  enjoy,  in  the 
highert  perfection,  that  gay,  cheer¬ 
ful,  and  placid  fenfation  which  cha- 
raCterifes  beauty.  To  have  an  eye 
and  a  tarte  formed  for  catching  the 
peculiar  beauties  of  fuch  fcenes  as 
thefe,  is  a  neceffary  requifite  for  all 
who  attempt  poetical  delcription. 

u  The  beauty  of  the  human  coun¬ 
tenance  is  more  complex  than  any 
that  we  have  yet  confidered.  It  in¬ 
cludes  the  beauty  of  colour,  arifing 
from  the  delicate  fhades  of  the  com¬ 
plexion  ;  and  the  beauty  of  figure, 
arifing  from  the  lines  which  form 
the  different  features  of  the  face. 
But  the  chief  beauty  of  the  counte¬ 
nance  depends  upon  a  myfterious 
cxpreffion,  wrhich  it  conveys  of  the 
qualities  of  the  mind  ;  of  good  fenfe, 
or  good  humour ;  of  fprightlinefs, 
candour,  benevolence,  fenfibility,  or 
other  amiable  difpofitions.  How  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  a  certain  confor¬ 
mation  of  features  is  conne&ed  in 
our  idea  with  certain  moral  quali¬ 
ties  ;  whether  we  are  taught  by  in- 
rtincf,  or  by  experience,  to  form 
this  connection,  and  to  read  the 
mind  in  the  countenance  ;  belongs 
not  to  us  now  to  enquire,  nor  is  in¬ 
deed  eafy  to  refolve.  The  fa6t  is 
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certain,  and  acknOwleged,  that 
what  givfcs  the  human  countenance 
its  moft  diftinguilhing  beauty,  is 
wrhat  is  called  its  exprefiion  ;  or  an 
image,  which  it  is  conceived  to  lliew 
of  internal  moral  difpofitions. 

44  This  leads  to  obferve,  that 
there  are  certain  qualities  of  the 
mind  which,  whether  expreffed  in 
the  countenance,  or  by  words,  or  by 
adtions,  always  raife  in  us  a  feeling 
fimilar  to  that  of  beauty.  There  are 
two  great  claffes  of  moral  qualities ; 
one  is  of  the  high  and  the  great  vir¬ 
tues,  which  require  extraordinary  eff 
forts,  and  turn  upon  dangers  and  fu fi¬ 
fe  rings  ;  as  heroifm,  magnanimity, 
contempt  of  pleafures,  and  contempt 
of  death.  Thefe,  as  i  have  obferv- 
ed  in  a  former  leCture,  excite  in  the 
fpeCtator  an  emotion  of  fubiimity 
and  grandeur.  The  other  clafs  is 
generally  of  the  fociai  virtues,  and 
fuch  as  are  of  a  fofter  and  gentler 
kind;  as  compafiion,  mildnefs,friend- 
ffip,  and  generolity.  Thefe  raife 
in  the  beholder  a  fenfation  of  plea- 
fure,  fomuch  a  kin  to  that  produced 
by  beautiful  external  objeCts,  that, 
though  of  a  more  dignified  nature, 
it  may,  without  impropriety,  be 
claffed  under  the  fame  head. 

44  A  fpecies  of  beauty,  diftinCt 
from  any  I  have  yet  mentioned, 
arifes  from  defign  or  art ;  or,  in  other 
words,  from  the  perception  of  means 
being  adapted  to  an  end  ;  or  the 
parts  of  any  thing  being  well  fitted 
to  anfwer  the  defign  of  the  whole. 
When,  in  confidering  the  ftruCture 
of  a  tree  or  a  plant,  we  obferve  how 
all  the  parts,  the  roots,  the  Hem,  the 
bark,  and  the  leaves,  are  fuited  to 
the  growth  and  nutriment  of  the 
whole:  much  more  when  we  fur- 
vey  all  the  parts  and  members  of  a 
living  animal ;  or  when  we  examine 
any  of  the  curious  works  of  art; 
fuch  as  a  clock,  a  ftiip,  or  any  nice 
machine  ;  the  pleafure  which  we 
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have  in  the  furvey,  is  wholly  found¬ 
ed  on  this  fenfe  of  beauty.  It.  is 
altogether  different  from  the  per¬ 
ception  of  beauty  produced  by  col¬ 
our,  figure,  variety,  or  any  of  the 
caufes  formerly  mentioned.  When 
I  look  at  a  watch,  for  infiance,  the 
cafe  of  it,  if  finely  engraved,  and 
of  curious  workmanfhip,  ftrik.es  me 
as  beautiful  in  the  former  fenfe  ; 
bright  colour,  exquifite  polifli,  fi¬ 
gures  finely  raifed  and  turned.  But 
when  I  examine  the  confiruftion  of 
the  fpring  and  the  wheels,  and  praife 
the  beauty  of  the  internal  machine- 
ry  ;  my  pleafure  then  arifes  wholly 
from  the  view  of  that  admirable  art, 
with  which  fo  many  various  and 
complicated  parts  are  made  to  unite 
for  one  purpofe, 

44  This  fenfe  of  beauty,  in  fu¬ 
nd's  and  defign,  has  an  extenfive  in¬ 
fluence  overy  many  of  our  ideas. 
It  is  the  foundation  of  the  beauty 
which  we  hifcover  in  the  proportion 
of  doors,  windows,  arches,  pillars, 
and  all  the  orders  of  architecture.  Let 
the  ornaments  of  a  building  be  ever 
fo  fine  and  elegant  in  themfelyes, 
yet  if  they  interfere  with  this  fenfe 
of  fitnefs  arid  defign,  they  lofe  their 
beauty,  and  hurt  the  eye,  like  dif- 
agreeable  objefts.  Twifted  columns, 
for  inilance,  are  undoubtedly  orna¬ 
mental  ;  but  as  they  have  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  weaknefs,  they  always  dif- 
pleafe  when  they  are  made  ufe  of  to 
fupport  any  part  of  a  building  that 
is  mally,  and  that  feemed  to  require 
a  more  fubfiantial  prop.  Wp  can¬ 
not  look  upon  any  work  whatever, 
without  being  led,  by  a  natural  af- 
fociation  of  ideas,  to  think  of  its  end 
and  defign,  and  ofcotrrfeto  examine 
the  propriety  of  its  parts,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  defign  and  end.  When 
their  propriety  is  clearly  difcerned, 
the  work Teems  always  to  have  fome 
beauty ;  but  when  there  is  a  total 
want  of  propriety,  it  never  fails  of 
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appearing  deformed.  Our  fenfe  of 
fitnefs  and  defign,  therefore,  is  fo 
powerful,  and  holds  fo  high  a  rank 
among  our  perceptions,  as  to  regu¬ 
late,  in  a  great  meafure,  our  other  ideas 
of  beauty  :  an  obiervation  which 
I  the  rather  make,  as  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  that  all  who 
fiudy  compofition  fliould  carefully 
attend  to  it.  For,  in  an  epic  poem, 
a  hifiory,  an  oration,  or  any  work 
of  genius,  we  always  require,  as 
we  do  in  other  works,  a  fitnefs,  or 
adjuftment  of  means,  to  the  end 
which  the  author  is  fuppofed  to  have 
in  view.  Let  bis  defcriptions  be 
ever  fo  rich,  or  his  figures  ever  fo 
elegant,  yet,  if  they  are  out  of 
place,  if  they  are  not  ^proper  parts 
of  that  whole,  if  they  fuit  not  the 
main  defign,  they  lofe  all  their 
beauty  ;  nay,  from  beauties  they 
are  converted  into  deformities.  Such 
power  has  our  fenfe  of  fitnefs  and 
congruity,  to  produce  a  total  tranf- 
formation  of  an  objedt  whofe  ap¬ 
pearance  othervvife  would  have  been 
beauiiful. 

44  After  having  mentioned  fo 
many  various  fpecies  of  beauty,  it 
now  only  remains  to  take  notice  o£ 
beauty  as  it  is  applied  to  writing  or 
difcourfe  ;  a  term  commonly  ufed  in 
a  fenfe  altogether  loofe  and  undeter¬ 
mined.  For  it  is  applied  to  all  that 
pleafes,  either  in  ftyle  or  in  fenti- 
ment,  from  whatever  principle  that 
pleafure  flows  ;  and  a  beautiful  poem 
or  oration  means,  in  common  Ian-, 
guage,  no  other  than  a  good  one, 
or  one  well  compo.fed.  In  this  fenfe, 
it  is  plain,  the  word  is  altogether 
indefinite,  and  points  at  no  particu¬ 
lar  fpecies  or  kind  of  beauty.  There 
is,  however,  another  fenfe,  fome- 
what  more  definite,  in  which  beauty 
of  writing  charadterifes  a  particular 
manner  ;  when  it  is  ufed  to  fignify 
a  certain  grace  and  amaenity  in  the 
turn  either  of  fiyle  pr  fent]m£i}t,  for 
&  3  which 
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which  fome  authors  have  been  pecu¬ 
liarly  diflinguifhed.  In  this  fenfe, 
it  denotes  a  manner  neither  remark¬ 
ably  fublime,  nor  vehemently  paf- 
donate,  nor  uncommonly  fparkling  ; 
but  ,fuch  as  raifes  in  the  reader  an 
emotion  of  the  gentle  placid  kind, 
jimilar  to  what  is  raifed  by  the  con¬ 
templation  of  beautiful  objedls  in 
nature  ;  which  neither  lifts  the  mind 
very  high,  noragitates  it  very  much, 
but  diffufes  over  the  imagination  an 
agreeable  and  pleadng  ferenity.  Mr. 
Addifonis  a  writer  altogether  of  this 
character ;  and  is  one  of  the  moil 


proper  and  precife  examples  that 
can  be  given  of  it.  Feneion,  the 
author  of  the  Adventures  of  Tele- 
machus,  may  be  given  as  another 
example.  Virgil  too,  though  very 
capable  of  riling  on  occafions  into 
the  fublime,  yet,  in  his  general 
manner,  is  didinuuilhed  by  the  cha- 
racier  of  beauty  and  grace,  rather 
than  of  fublimity.  Among  orators, 
Cicero  has  more  of  the  beautiful 
than  Demofthenes,  whofe  genius  led 
him  wholly  towards  vehemence  and 
drength,s> 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


(c  A  S  there  is  nothing  more  that 
occurs  to  me,  deferving 
particular  attention  in  the  middle 
age,  I  pafs  now  to  the  date  of  elo¬ 
quence  in  modern  times.  Here,  it 
mud  be  confeffed,  that,  in  no  Eu¬ 
ropean  nation,  public  lpeaking  has 
been  conddered  as  fo  great  an  ob¬ 
ject,  or  been  cultivated  with  fo  much 
care,  as  in  Greece  or  Rome.  Its 
reputation  has  never  been  lb  high  ; 
its  effedls  have  never  been  fo  cond- 
derable  ;  nor  has  that  high  and  fub¬ 
lime  kind  of  it,  which  prevailed  in 
thofe  ancient  dates,  been  fo  much 
as  aimed  at :  notwithdanding,  too, 
that  a  new  profedion  has  been  eda- 
blied,  which  gives  peculiar  advan¬ 
tages  to  oratory,  and  affords  it  the 
nobled  field ;  I  mean,  that  of  the 
church.  The  genius  of  the  world 
feems,  in  this  relpedl,  to  have  un¬ 
dergone  fome  alteration.  The  two 
countries  where  we  might  expedt  to 
find  mod  of  the  fpirit  of  eloquence, 
are  France  and  Great  Britain:  {*  ranee, 
on  account  of  the  didinguidied  turn 
of  the  nation  towards  all  the  liberal 


arts,  and  of  the  encouragement 
which,  for  this  century  pad,  thole 
arts  have  received  from  the  public; 
Great  Britain,  on  account  both  of 
the  public  capacity  and  genius,  and 
of  the  free  government  which  it  en¬ 
joys.  Yet,  fo  it  is,  that,  in  neither 
of  thefe  countries,  has  the  talent  of 
public  fpeaking  rifen  near  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  its  ancient  fplendor.  While, 
in  the  other  productions  of  genius, 
both  in  profe  and  in  poetry,  they 
have  contended  for  the  prize  with 
Greece  and  Rome ;  nay,  in  fome 
compofitions,  may  be  thought  to 
have  furpaffed  them  ;  the  names  of 
Demodhenes  and  Cicero,  dand,  at 
this  day,  unrivalled  in  fame  ;  and 
it  would  be  held  prefumptuous  and 
abfurd,  to  pretend  to  place  any  mo¬ 
dern  whatever  on  the  fame,  or  even 
on  a  nearly  equal,  rank. 

“It  feems  particularly  furprif- 
ing,  that  Great  Britain  diould  not 
have  made  a  more  confpicuous  fi¬ 
gure  in  eloquence  than  it  has  hithertq 
attained  ;  when  we  confider  the  en¬ 
lightened,  and,  at  the  fame  time. 
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the  free  and  bold  genius  of  the 
country,  which  feems  not  a  little  to 
favour  oratory  ;  and  when  we  c©n- 
iider  that,  of  all  the  polite  nations, 
it  alone  poffelfes  a  popular  govern¬ 
ment,  or  admits  into  the  legislature, 
fuch  numerous  affemblies  as  can  be 
fuppofed  to  lie  under  the  dominion 
of  eloquence.  Notwithdanding  this 
advantage,  it  ,  mud:  be  con  felled, 
that,  in  mod  parts  of  eloquence,  we 
are  undoubtedly  interior,  not  only 
to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  by  many 
degrees,  but  alfo  to  the  French.  We 
have  philofophers,  eminent  andcon- 
fpicuous,  perhaps,  beyond  any  na¬ 
tion,  in  all  the  parts  of  feience. 
We  have  both  fade  and  erudition,  in 
a  high  degree.  We  have  hidorians, 
we  have  poets  of  the  greated  name  ; 
but  of  orators,  or  public  fpeakers, 
how  little  have  we  to  boaft  ?  And 
where  are  the  monuments  of  their 
genius  to  be  found  ?  In  every  period 
we  have  had  fome  who  made  a  fi¬ 
gure,  by  managing  the  debates  in 
parliament  ;  but  that  figure  was 
commonly  owing  to  their  wifdom, 
or  their  experience  in  bufinefs,  more 
than  to  their  talents  for  oratory;  and 
unlefs,  in  fome  few  inftances,  where¬ 
in  the  power  of  oratory  has  appear¬ 
ed,  indeed,  with  much  ludre,  the 
art  of  parliamentary  fpeaking  rather 
obtained  to  feveral  a  temporary  ap- 
plaufe,  than  conferred  upon  any  a 
lading  renown.  At  the  bar,  though, 
quedioniefs,  we  have  many  able 
pleaders,  yet  few  or  none  of  their 
pleadings  have  been  thought  worthy 
to  be  tranfmkteed  to  poderity  ;  nor 
have  commanded  attention,  any 
longer  than  the  caufe  which  was  the 
fubjecd  of  them  inte reded  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  while,  in  France,  the  pleadings 
of  Patru,  in  the  former  age,  and 
thofe  of  Cochin  and  D’Agueffeau, 
in  later  times,  are  read  with  plea- 
iure,  and  are  often  quoted  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  eloquence  by  the  Ftench 
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m  critics.  In  the  fame  manner,  in  the 
pulpit,  the  Britidi  divines  have  dif- 
tinguiihed  themfelves  by  the  mod 
accurate  and  rational  compofition's 
which,  perhaps,  any  nation  can 
boalf  of.  Many  printed  femaons  we 
have,  full  of  good  fenfe,  and  of 
found  divinity  and  morality  ;  but 
the  eloquence  to  be  found  in  them, 
the  power  of  perfuafion,  of  intered- 
ing  and  engaging  the  heart,  which 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  great  object 
of  the  pulpit,  is  far  from  bearing  a 
fuitable  proportion  to  the  excellence 
of  the  matter.  There  are  few, arts, 
in  my  opinion,  farther  from  per¬ 
fection,  than  that  of  preaching  is 
among  us  ;  the  reafons  of  which,  I 
dial!  afterwards  have  occafion  to  dii- 
cufs  :  in  proof  of  the  faCt,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve,  that  an  Englidi 
fermon,  indead  ©f  being  a  perfua- 
dve  animated  oration,  leldom  riles 
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beyond  the  drain  of  correfif  and  dry 
reafoningi  Whereas,  in  the  fer- 
mons  ol  Bofiuet,  Maffillon,  Bour- 
daloue,  and  Flechier,  among  the 
French,  we  fee  a  much  higher 
fpecies  of  eloquence  aimed  at,  and 
in  a  great  meafure  attained,  than 
the  Britidi  preachers  have  in  view. 

“  In  general,  the  charadteridical 
difference  between  the  date  of  elo¬ 
quence  in  France  and  Great  Britain, 
is,  that  the  French  have  adopted 
higher  ideas  both  of  pleafing  and 
perfuading  by  means  of  oratory, 
though,  fometimes,  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  they  fail.  In  Great  Britain, 
we  have  taken  up  eloquence  on  a 
lower  key  ;  but  in  our  execution,  as 
was  naturally  to  be  expected,  have 
been  more  corredh  In  France,  the 
dyle  of  their  orators  is  ornamented 
with  bolder  figures  ;  and  their  dif- 
courfe  carried  on  with  more  ampli¬ 
fication,  more  warmth  and  eleva¬ 
tion.  The  compofition  is  often  very 
beautiful;  but  fometimes,  alfo,  too 
didufe,  and  deficient  in  that  drength 
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and  cogency  which  renders  eloquenee 
powerful :  a  defeat  owing,  perhaps, 
in  part,  to  the  genius  of  the  people, 
which  leads  them  to  attend  fully  as 
much  to  ornament  as  to  fubftance ; 
and,  in  part,  to  the  nature  of  their 
government,  which,  by  excluding 
public  {peaking  from  having  much 
influence  on  the  conduct  of  public 
affairs,  deprives  eloquence  of  its 
beft  opportunity  for  acquiring  nerves 
and  firength.  Hence  the  pulpit  is 
the  principal  field  which  is  left  for 
their  eloquence.  The  members, 
too,  of  the  French  academy  give 
harangues  at  their  admiifion,  in 
which  genius  often  appears ;  but  la¬ 
bouring  under  the  misfortune  of 
having  no  fubje£t  to  difcourfe  upon, 
they  run  commonly  into  flattery  and 
panegyric,  the  moil  barren  and  in- 
iipid  of  all  topics. 

“  I  obferved  before,  that  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  afpired  to  a 
more  fublime  fpecies  of  eloquence, 
than  is  aimed  at  by  the  moderns. 
Theirs  was  of  the  vehement  and 
paffionate  kind,  by  which  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
their  hearers,  and  hurry  their  im¬ 
aginations  away :  and,  fuitable  to 
this  vehemence  of  thought,  was 
their  vehemence  pf  gefiure  and  ac¬ 
tion  :  the  fupplofio  pedis,”  the 
“  percufiio  frontis  &.  femoris,”  were, 
as  we  learn  from  Cicerq’s  writings, 
ufual  geftures  among  them  at  the 
bar  ;  though  now  they  would  be 
reckoned  extravagant  any  where,  ex¬ 
cept  upon  the  ftage.  Modern  elo¬ 
quence  is  much  more  cool  and  tem¬ 
perate  ;  and  in  Great  Britain  es¬ 
pecially,  has  confined  itfelf  almoff 
wholly  to  the  argumentative  and 
rational.  It  is  much  of  that  fpecies 
which  the  ancient  critics  called  the 
“  Tenuis,”  or  “  Subtilis  which 
aims  at  convincing  and  inflruffing, 
rather  than  affefting  the  pafiions, 
and  aflumcs  n  tone  not  much  higher 


than  common  argument  and  dif¬ 
courfe. 

Several  reafons  may  be  given, 
why  modern  eloquence  has  been 
fo  limited,  and  humble  in  its  efforts. 
In  the  firff  place,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  this  change  muff,  in  part,  be 
afcribed  to  that  correct  turn  pt  think¬ 
ing,  which  has  been  fo  much  iludied 
in  modern  times.  It  can  hardly  be 
doubted,  that,  in  many  efforts  of 
mere  genius,  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Romans  excelled  us  ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  that,  in  accuracy  and 
clofenefs  of  reafoping  on  many  fub- 
jedls,  we  have  fome  advantage  over 
them,  ought,  I  think,  tp  be  ad¬ 
mitted  alfo.  In  proportion  as  the 
world  has  advanced,  philofophy  has 
made  greater  prpgrefs.  A  certain 
ft  ri  chiefs  of  good  fenfe  has,  in  this 
ifland  particularly,  been  cultivated, 
and  introduced  into  every  fubject. 
Hence  we  are  more  on  our  °;uard 
againfl  the  flowers  of  elocution  ;  we 
are  on  the  watch  ;  we  are  jealous  of 
being  deceived  by  oratory.  Our 
public  fpeakers  are  obliged  to  be 
more  referved  than  the  anuents,  in 
their  attempts  to  elevate  the  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  warm  the  pafiions  ;  and, 
by  the  influence  of  prevailing  tafle, 
their  own  genius  is  fobered  and  chaf- 
tened,  perhaps,  in  too  great  a  de¬ 
gree.  It  is  likely  too,  I  eonfefs, 
that  what  we  fondly  afcribe  to  our 
correffnefs  and  good  fenfe,  is  ow¬ 
ing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  our 
phlegm  and  natural  coldnefs.  For 
the  vivacity  and  fenfibility  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  more  efpeci- 
ally  of  the  former,  feem  to  have 
been  much  greater  than  ours,  and  to 
have  given  them  a  higher  relifii  of 
all  the  beauties  of  oratory. 

<fi  Befidps  thefe  national  confideiv 
ations,  we  mu  ft,  in  the  next  place, 
attend  to  peculiar  circumftances  in 
the  three  great  fcenes  of  public 
fpeaking,  which  have  proved  difad- 

vantageous 
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vantageous  to  the  growth  of  elo¬ 
quence  among  us.  Though  the  par¬ 
liament  ,ot  Great  Britain  be  the 
nob-left  held  which  Europe,  at  this 
day,  affords  to  a  public  fpeaker,  yet 
eloquence-has  never  been  fo  power¬ 
ful  an  inflrument  there,  as  it  was  in 
the  popular  affemblies  of  Greece  and 
Rome.  Under  fome  former  reigns, 
the  high  hand  of  arbitrary  power 
bore  a  violent  fway  ;  and  in  later 
times,  miniflerial  influence  has  ge¬ 
nerally  prevailed.  The  power  of 
fpeaking,  though  always  conflder- 
able,  yet  has  been  often  found  too 
feeble  to  counterbalance  either  of 
thefe  ;  and,  of  courfe,  has  not  been 
if u died  with  fo  much  zeal  and  fer¬ 
vour,  as  where  its  efledi  on  bufmefs 
was  irrefiftible  and  certain. 

ii  At  the  bar,  our  dsfadvantage, 
in  companion  of  the  antients,  is 
great.  Among  them,  the  judges 
were  generally  numerous  ;  the  laws 
were  lew  and  Ample  ;  the  decifion 
of  caufes  was  left,  in  a  great  mea- 
fiire.  to  equity  and  the  fenfe  of  man¬ 
kind.  Here  was  an  ample  field  for 
what  they  termed  Judicial  Eloquence, 
But  among  the  moderns,  the  cafe  is 
quite  altered.  The  fyilem  of  law 
is  become  much  more  complicated. 
The  knowlege  of  it  is  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  fo  laborious  an  attainment,  as 
to  be  the  chief  objedt  of  a  lawyer’s 
education,  and,  in  a  manner,  thp 
fludy  of  his  life.  The  art  offpeak- 
jng  is  but  a  fecondary  accomplilh- 
ment,  to  which  he  can  afford  to  de¬ 
vote  much  lefs  of  his  time  and  la¬ 
bour.  The  bounds  of  eloquence  be- 
fides,  are  now  much  circumfcribed 
gt  the  bar ;  and  except,  in  a  few 
cafes,  reduced  to  arguing  from  ftridt 
law,  ftatute,  or  precedent;  by  which 
means  knowledge,  much  more  than 
oratory ?  is  become  the  principal  re- 
quifite. 

With  regard  to  the  pulpit,  it 
Jias  certainly  been  a  great  difadvan- 
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tage,  that  the  pradlice  of  reading 
fermons,  inlfead  of  repeating  them 
from  memory,  has  prevailed  fo  uni- 
verfally  in  England.  This  may, 
indeed,  have  introduced  accuracy  ; 
but  it  has  done  great  prejudice  to 
eloquence  ;  for  a  difcourfe  read,  is 
far  inferior  to  an  oration  fpoken.  It 
leads  to  a  different  fort  of  compofi- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  delivery  ;  and 
can  never  have  an  equal  effedt  upon 
any  audience.  Another  circumftan 
too,  has  been  unfortunate.  1  ,e 
fedfaries  and  fanatics,  before  the  Re- 
floration,  adopted  a  warm,  zealous, 
and  popular  manner  of  preaching  ; 
and  thofe  who  adhered  to  them,  in 
after-times,  continued  to  diftinguilh 
themfelves  by  fomewhat  of  the  fame 
manner.  The  odium  of  thefe  fedis 
drove  the  eflablifhed  church  from 
that  warmth  which  they  were  judg¬ 
ed  to  have  carried  too  far,  into  the 
oppoflte  extreme  of  a  ftudied  cool- 
nefs,  and  compofure  of  maimer. 
Hence,  from  the  art  of  perfuaflon, 
which  preaching  ought  always  to 
be,  it  has  paffed,  in  England,  into 
mere  reafoning  and  inftrudfion  * 
which  not  only  has  brought  down 
the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  to  a  low¬ 
er  tone  than  it  might  juftly  affume  ; 
but  has  produced  this  farther  effedt, 
that,  by  accufloming  the  public  ear 
to  fuch  cool  and  difpaffionate  dif- 
courfps,  it  has  tended  to  fafhion 
other  kmds  of  public  fpeaking  upon 
the  fame  model. 

61  Thus  I  have  given  fome  view 
of  the  flate  of  eloquence  in  modern 
times,  and  endeavoured  to  account 
for  it.  It  has,  as  we  have  feen, 
fallen  below  that  fplendor  which  it 
maintained  in  antient  ages ;  and 
from  being  fublime  and  vehement, 
has  come  down  to  be  temperate  and 
cool.  Yet,  flill  in  that  region  which 
it  occupies,  it  admits  great  fcope  ; 
and,  to  the  defedt  of  zeal  and  appli¬ 
cation,  more  than  to  the  want  of  ca¬ 
pacity 
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pacity  and  genius,  we  may  aferib'e  Rill,  with  much  advantage,  be  fet 
its  not  having  hitherto  rifen  higher,  before  us  for  imitation  ;  though,  in 
It  is  a  field  where  there  is  much  that  imitation,  we  muh,  doubtlefs, 
honour  yet  to  be  reaped  ;  it  is  an  have  fome  regard  to  what  modern 
infhument  which  may  be  employed  tafte  and  modern  manners  will 
for  purpofes  of  the  higheft  impor-  bear.” 
tance.  The  antient  models  may 
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[From  Dr.  Beattie’s  Difiertations,  Moral  and  Critical.] 


ii  HE  love  of  truth  is  natural 
X  to  man  ;  and  adherence  to 
it,  his  indifpenlable  duty.  But  to 
frame  a  fabulous  narrative,  for  the 
purpofe  of  inhrudion  or  of  harm- 
lefs  amufement,  is  no  breach  of  ve¬ 
racity,  unlefs  one  were  to  obtrude  it 
on  the  world  for  truth.  The  fabu- 
lih  and  the  novel-writer  deceive  no¬ 
body  ;  becaufe,  though  they  hudy 
to  make  their  inventions  probable, 
they  do  not  even  pretend  that  they 
are  true :  at  leaft,  what  they  may 
pretend  in  this  way  is  coniidered  on¬ 
ly  as  words  of  courfe,  to  which  no¬ 
body  pays  any  regard.  Fabulous 
narrative  has  accordingly  been  com¬ 
mon  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  and 
pradifed  by  teachers  of  the  moil:  re- 
fpedable  charader. 

“  It  is  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature,  that  fa¬ 
ble  fhould  ever  have  been  found  a 
necefiary,  or  a  convenient,  vehicle 
for  truth.  But  we  muft  take  hu¬ 
man  nature  as  it  is  :  and,  if  a  rude 
multitude  cannot  readily  compre¬ 
hend  a  moral  or  political  dodlrine, 
which  they  need  to  be  inhruded  in, 
it  may  be  as  allowable  to  illuhrate 
that  dodrine  by  a  fable,  in  order  to 
make  them  attend,  and  underhand 
it,  as  it  is  for  a  phyfician  to  hrength- 
en  a  weak  homach  with  cordials,  in 
order  to  prepare  it  for  the  bufmefs  of 
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digehion.  Such  was  the  defign  of 
Jotham’s  parable  of  the  trees  chuf- 
ing  a  king,  in  the  ninth  chapter  of 
the  book  of  Judges  :  and  iuch  that 
famous  apologue,  of  a  contention 
between  the  parts  of  the  human 
body,  by  which  Menenius  Agrippa 
fatisfied  the  people  of  Rome,  that 
the  welfare  of  the  hate  depended  on 
the  union  and  good  agreement  of 
the  feveral  members  of  it.  In  fad, 
the  common  people  are  not  well 
qualified  for  argument.  A  fhort 
and  pithy  proverb,  which  is  eafily 
remembered  ;  or  little  tales,  that  ap¬ 
peal  as  it  were  to  their  fenfes,  weigh 
more  with  them  than  demonhra* 
tion. 

We  need  not  wonder,  then,  to 
find,  that,  in  antient  times,  moral 
precepts  were  often  delivered  in  the 
way  of  proverb  or  aphorifm,  and 
enforced  and  exemplified  by  fiditious 
narrarive.  Of  thofe  fables  that  are 
aferibed  to  Efop,  fome  are  no  doubt 
modern,  but  others  bear  the  hamp 
of  antiquity.  And  nothing  can  be 
better  contrived,  than  many  of  them 
are,  for  the  purpofe  of  impreffing 
moral  truth  upon  the  memory,  as 
well  as  the  underhanding.  The  dis¬ 
appointment,  that  frequently  at¬ 
tends  an  exceflive  defire  of  accumu¬ 
lation,  is  finely  exemplified  in  the 
fable  of  the  dog  and  his  Ihadow  ; 
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and  the ‘ruinous  and  ridiculous  na¬ 
ture  of  ambition  is  with  equal  en¬ 
ergy  il-luflrated  in  that  of  the  frog 
and  the  ox.  Thefe  little  allegories 
we  are  apt  to  undervalue,  becaufe 
we  learned  them  at  fchool  ;  but  they 
are  not  for  that  reafon  the  lei's  valu¬ 
able,  We  ought  to  prize  them  as  mo¬ 
numents  of  anrient  wifdom,  which 
have  lone  contributed  to  the  amufe- 
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tnent  and  inftru&ion  of  mankind, 
and  are  entitled  to  applauTe,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  propriety  of  the  inven¬ 
tion. 

44  The  G  reek  apologues  aferibed 
to  Efop,  and  the  Latin  ones  of 
Phedrus,  are  inafterpieces  in  this 
way  of  writing  ;  and  have  hardly 
been  equalled  by  the  beft  of  our 
modern  fabulifts.  They  are  (at 
leaft  many  of  them  are,  for  fome 
are  trifling)  remarkable  for  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  ftyle  ;  and  for  the  at¬ 
tention,  which  their  authors  have 
generally  given,  to  the  nature  of 
the  animals, :  and  other  things,  that 
are  introduced  as  agents  and  fpeak- 
ers.  For  in  moft  of  the  modern 
fables,  invented  by  Gay,  .La  Fon- 
tain,  L’Eftrange,  Poggio,  and  others, 
the  contrivance  is  lefts  natural  ;  and 
the  language,  though  Ample,  is 
quaint,  and  full  of  witticifm.  That 
a  dog  fhould  fnap  at  the  fhadow  of 
a  dog,  and  by  fo  doing  lofe  the 
piece  of  ftefh  that  was  in  his  own 
mouth,  is  fuitable  to  the  character 
of  the  animal,  and  is  indeed  a  very 
probable  ftory  :  but  that  an  elephant 
fhould  converfe  with  a  bookfeller 
about  Greek  authors,  or  a  hare  in¬ 
treat  a  calf  to  carry  her  off  on  his 
backhand  fave  her  from  the  hounds, 
is  a  fiftion  wherein  no  rdgard  is  had 
to  the  nature  of  things.  In  this, 
as  in  the  higher,  forts  of  fable,  it 
is  right  to  adhere,  as  much  as  may 
be,  to  probability.  Brute  animals, 
and  vegetables  too,  may  be  allowed 
to  fpeak  and  think ;  this  indulgence 
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is  granted,  from  the  necefllty  of  the 
cafe  ;  for,  without  ir,  their  adven¬ 
tures  could  neither  improve  nor  en¬ 
tertain  us  :  but,  with  this  excep¬ 
tion,  nature  fhould  not  be  violated  ; 
nor  the  properties  of  one  animal  or 
vegetable  aferibed  to  a  different  one. 
Frogs  have  been  feen  inflated  with 
air,  at  leaft,  if  not  with  pride  ;  dogs 
may  fwim  rivers  ;  a  man  might  take 
a  frozen  viper  into  his  bofom,  and  be 
bit  to  death  for  his  imprudence  ;  a 
fox  might  play  with  a  tragedian’s 
headpiece  ;  a  lamb  and  a  wolf  might 
drink  of  the  fame  brook,  and  the 
former  lofe'  his  life  on  the  occalion  : 
but  who  ever  heard  of  an  elephant 
reading-  Greek,  or  a  hare  riding  on 
the  back  of  a  calf  ? 

44  The  wifdom  of  antiquity  was 
not  fatisfied  with  conveying;  fhort 
leflbns  of  morality  m  thefe  apolo¬ 
gues,  or  little  tales.  The  poets  en¬ 
tered  upon  a  more  extenfive  field  of 
fable  ;  in  order  to  convey  a  more 
refined  Ipecies  of  inftruction,  and  to 
pleafe  by  a  more  exquiflte  invention, 
and  a  higher  probability.  Blit  I 
confine  myfelf  at  prefent  to  profe 
fable. 

‘4  One  of  the  fir  ft  fpecimens  of 
fabulous  hiftory,  that  appeared  in 
thefe  vvefterii  parts  of  the  world,  is 
the  Cyropedia  of  Xenophon.  This 
work,  however,  we  are  not  to  con- 
lider  as  of  the  nature  ofroman.ee ;  for 
the  outlines  of  the  ftory  are  true. 
But  the  author  takes  the  liberty  to 
feign  many  incidents  ;  that  he  may. 
fet  in  a  variety  of  lights  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Cyrus,  whom  he  meant  to 
exhibit  as  the  model  of  a  great  and 
good  prince.  The  work  is  very 
elegantand  entertaining,  and  abounds 
in  moral,  political,  and  military 
knowlege.  It  is,  neverthelefs,  to 
be  regretted,  that  we  have  no  cer¬ 
tain  rule  for  diftinguiftiing  what  is 
hiftorical  in  it,  from  what  is  fabulous. 
The  hiftory  of  Cyrus  the  Great,  the 

founder 
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founder  of  the  perfian  empire,  who 
has  the  honour  to  be  mentioned  by 
name  in  the  Old  Teftament,  is  fu re¬ 
ly  worth  knowing.  Yet  wre  are 
much  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  it. 
The  account  given  of  him  by  Hero¬ 
dotus  differs  greatly  from  Xeno¬ 
phon’s  ;  and  in  many  inflances  we 
know  not  which  to  prefer.  It  is  ob- 
iervable,  however,  that  Xenophon’s 
defcription  of  the  manner  in  which 
Cyrus  toook  Babylon,  by  turning 
ailde  the  courfe  of  the  Euphrates, 
and  entering,  through  the  empty 
channel,  under  the  walls  of  the  city, 
agrees  very  well  with  feveral  intima¬ 
tions  of  that  event,  which  we  find 
in  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah,  Jere¬ 
miah,  and  Daniel. 

li  Allegorical  fables  were  not  un¬ 
known  in  the  days  of  Xenophon. 
The  table,  or  picture,  of  Cebes  the 
Theban  was  written  about  this  time; 
as  well  as  the  ftory  of  Hercules  con¬ 
verting  with  Virtue  and  Vice,  and 
preferring  the  honours  promifed  by 
the  former  to  the  pleaiures  offered 
by  the  latter.  Cebes’s  picture  of 
human  life  excels  in  accuracy  of  de¬ 
fcription,  juftnefs  of  allegory  and  a 
fweet  limplicity  of  ffyle.  The  fable 
of  Hercules,  as  originally  written 
by  Prodicus,  is  loft,  and  feems  not 
to  have  been  extant  in  the  time  of 
Cicero  ;  but  Xenophon  gives  a  full 
and  elegant  abftradt  of  it,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  fecond  book  of  Me¬ 
morabilia. 

4C  Excepting  fome  allegorical 
fables  fcattered  up  and  down  in  Pla¬ 
to,  I  do  not  recoiled!,  among  the  claf- 
fick  productions  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  any  other  remarkable  fpeci- 
men  of  profe  fable  :  for  the  heathen 
mythology,  though  full  of  allego¬ 
ries,  I  am  not  to  touch  upon  in  this 
place,  on  account  of  its  connection 
with  poetry  ;  and  becaufe  my  chief 
purpofe  is,  to  inquire  into  the  origin 
and  nature  of  the  modem  romance, 


<6  But,  firft,  it  may  be  proper  to 
obferve,  that  the  oriental  nations 
have  long  been  famous  for  fabulous 
narrative.  The  indolence  peculiar 
to  the  genial  climate  of  Afta,  and 
the  luxurious  life  which  the  kings 
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and  other  great  men,  of  thole  coun¬ 
tries,  lead  in  their  ieraglios,  have 
made  them  feek  for  this  fort  of 
amufement,  and  fet  a  high  value  up¬ 
on  it.  When  an  eaftern  prince  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  idle,  as  he  commonly  is, 
and  at  a  lofs  for  expedients  to  kill 
the  time,  he  commands  his  grand  vi- 
fir,  or  his  favourite,  to  tell  him 
ftories.  Being  ignorant,  and  con- 
fequently  credulous  ;  having  no  paf- 
lion  for  moral  improvement,  and 
little  knowledge  of  nature  ;  he  does 
not  defire,  that  they  ftiould  be  pro¬ 
bable,  or  of  an  inftructive  tendency  ; 
it  is  enough  if  they  be  aftonifiiing, 
and  hence  it  is,  no  doubt,  that  thole 
oriental  tales  are  fo  extravagant* 
Every  thing  is  carried  on  by  in- 
chantment  and  prodigy  ;  by  fairies, 
genii,  and  demons,  and  wooden 
horfes,  which,  on  turning  a  peg,  fly 
through  the  air  with  inconceivable 
fwiftnefs. 

“  Another  thing  remarkable  in 
thefe  eaftern  tales,  is,  that  their  au¬ 
thors  expatiate,  with  peculiar  de¬ 
light,  in  the  defcription  of  magni¬ 
ficence  ;  rich  robes,  gaudy  furni¬ 
ture,  fumptuous  entertainments,  and 
palaces  filming  in  gold,  or  fpark- 
ling  with  diamonds.  This  too  is 
conformable  to  the  character  and 
circumftances  of  the  people.  Their 
great  men,  whofe  tafte  has  never 
been  improved  by  ftudying  the  fim- 
plicity  of  nature  and  art,  pique 
themfelves  chiefly  on  the  fplendour 
of  their  equipage,  and  the  vaft  quan¬ 
tities  of  gold,  jewels,  and  curious 
things,  which  they  can  heap  toge¬ 
ther  in  their  repofltories. 

u  The  greateft,  indeed  the  only, 
collection*  that  I  am  acquainted 

with. 


REMARKS  ON  PROSE  FABLE. 


with,  of  oriental  fables,  is  the  Thou- 
fand  and  one  Tales,  commonly  call¬ 
ed  The  Arabian  Nights  Entertain¬ 
ment.  This  book,  as  we  have  it,  is 
the  work  of  Monf,  Galland  of  the 
French  Academy,  who  is  laid  to  have 
tra-n Hated  it  from  the  Arabick  origi¬ 
nal.  B  ut  whether  the  tales  be  really 
Arabick,  or  invented  by  Monf.  Gal- 
land,!  have  never  been  able  to  learn 
with  certainty.  If  they  be  oriental, 
they  are  tranilated  with  unwarrant¬ 
able  latitude  ;  for  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  ilyle  is  in  the  French  mode  : 
and  the  caliph  ©f  Bagdat,  and  the 
emperor  of  China,  are  add  refled  in 
the  fame  terms  of  ceremony,  which 
are  ufual  at  the  court  of  France. 
But  this,  though  in  my  opinion  it 
takes  away  from  the  value  of  the 
book,  hecaufe  I  widi  to  fee  Eafcern 
manners  in  *an  Eadern  tale,  is  no 
proof,  that  the  whole  work  is  by 
M.  Galland  :  for  the  French  are  fo 
devoted  to  their  own  ceremonies, 
that  they  cannot  endure  any  other ; 
and  feldom  fail  to  feafon  their  trans¬ 
lations,  even  of  the  graved  and  mod 
antient  authors,  with  the  fafhionable 
forms  of  Parifian  civility. 

44  As  the  Arabian  Nights  Enter¬ 
tainment  is  a  book  which  mod  young 
people  in  this  country  are  acquaint¬ 
ed  with,  I  need  not  draw  any  cha¬ 
racter  of  it,  or  remark  that  it  ex- 
adtly  anfwers  the  account  already 
given  of  oriental  fable.  There  is 
in  it  great  luxury  ofdefcription,  with¬ 
out  any  elegance  ;  and  great  variety 
of  invention,  but  nothing  that  ele¬ 
vates  the  mind,  or  touches  the  heart. 
All  is  wonderful  and  incredible ; 
and  the  adonifhment  of  the  reader  is 
more  aimed  at,  than  his  improve¬ 
ment  either  in  morality,  or  in  the 
knowledge  of  nature.  Two  things, 
however,  there  are,  which  deferve 
commendation,  and  may  entitle  it 
to  one  perufal.  It  conveys  a  pretty 
juft  idea  of  the  government,  and 
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of  fome  of  the  cuitoms,  of  thofc 
eaftern  nations ;  and  there  is  fome- 
where  in  it  a  dory  of  a  barber  and 
his  tix  brothers,  that  contains  many 
good  drokes  of  latire  and  comic  de- 
fcription.  1  may  add,  that  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraf- 
chid  is  well  drawn;  and  that  the  dorv 
of  forty  thieves  dedroyed  by  a  have 
is  intereding,  and  artfully  conduct¬ 
ed.  The  voyages  of  Sindbad  claim 
attention :  they  were  certainly  at¬ 
tended  to,  by  the  author  of  Gulli*. 
ver’s  Travels. 

44  Tales  in  imitation  of  the  ori¬ 
ental  have  oft  been  attempted  by 
Engliih,  and  other  European,  au¬ 
thors  :  who,  together  with  the  figu¬ 
rative  dyle,  and  wild  invention  of 
the  A  da  ticks,  (which,  being  ex¬ 
travagant,  are  ealily  imitated)  en¬ 
deavour  alfo  to  paint  the  cudoms 
and  manners  of  that  people.  They 
give  us  good  dore  of  gold  and  jewels; 
and  eunuchs,  {laves,  and  nec ro¬ 
mancers  in  abundance  :  their  pv..  • 
fonages  are  all  Mahometan,  or  Pa¬ 
gan,  and  fubject  to  the  defpctic  go¬ 
vernment  of  caliphs,  vifirs,  bafliaws* 
and  emperors ;  they  drink  fherbet* 
red  on  lbphas,  and  ride  on  drome¬ 
daries.  We  have  Chinefe  tales, 
Tartarian  tales,  Perfian  tales,  and 
Mogul  tales  ;  not  to  mention  the 
tales  of  the  Fairies  and  Genii ;  fome 
of  which  I  read  in  my  younger  days : 
but,  as  they  have  left  no  trace  in 
the  memory,  I  cannot  now  give  any 
account  of  them. 

44  In  the  Spectator,  Rambler,  and 
Adventurer,  there  are  many  fables 
in  theeadern  manner  ;  mod  of  them 
very  pleafing,  and  of  a  moral  ten¬ 
dency.  Raflelas,  by  Johnlbn,  and 
Almoran  and  Hamet,  by  Hawkef- 
worth,  are  celebrated  performances 
in  this  way.  The  former  is  admir¬ 
able  in  defcription,  and  in  that  ex- 
quifite  drain  of  fublime  morality  by 
which  the  writings  of  this  great  and 
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good  man  are  fo  eminently  difiin- 
guilhed  : — of  the  latter,  the  ftyleis 
rhetorical  and  folemn,  and  the  fen- 
timents  are  in  general  good,  but  the 
plan  is  obfcure,  and  fo  contrived  as 
to  inf  life  perplexing  notions  of  the 
divine  providence;  a  fubjecf,  which 
the  elegant  writer  feems  to  have 
conlidered  very  fuperficially,  and 


very  eorifufedly.  Addifon  excels  in 
this  fort  of  fable*  Elis  vifion  of 
Mirzah,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
Spectator,  is  the  fin  eft  piece  of  the 
kind  I  have  ever  feen  ;  uniting  the 
utmoft  propriety  of  invention  with 
a  fimplicity  and  melody  of  language? 
that  melts  the  heart,  while  it  charms 
and  l'oothes  the  imagination/* 


The  EFFECT  PRODUCED  by  DON  QJJIXOTE* 

i 

[From  the  fame  Work*] 


T>UT  ^ie  extirpation  of 

fj  chivalry  and  all  its  chimeras 
was  now  approaching.  What  laws 
and  force  could  not  accomplifli,  was 
brought  about  by  the  humour  and 
fatire  of  one  writer.  This  was  the 
illuftrious  Miguel  de  Cervantes  Sa¬ 
avedra.  Ele  was  born  at  Madrid  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  live  hundred 
and  forty -nine.  Ele  lee  ms  to  have 
had  every  advantage  of  education, 
and  to  have  been  a  m after  in  polite 
learning.  But  in  other  refpedts  for¬ 
tune  was  not  very  indulgent.  He 
ferved  many  years  in  the  armies  of 
Spain,  in  no  higher  Elation,  than 
than  of  a  private  foldier.  In  that  ca¬ 
pacity  he  fought  at  the  battle  of  Le- 
panto,  under  Don  John  of  Auftria, 
and  had  the  misfortune,  or,  as  he 
rather  thought,  the  honour,  to  lofe 
his  left  hand.  Being  now  difquaii- 
jSed  for  military  fervice,  he  com¬ 
menced  author ;  and  wrote  many 
dramatic  pieces,  which  were  adled 
with  applaufe  on  the  Spanifh  theatre, 
and  acquired  him  both  money  and 
reputation.  But  want  of  eeconomy 
and  unbounded  generality  diftipated 
the  former :  and  he  was  actually 
confined  in  prifon  for  debt,  when 
he  compofed  the  firft  part  of  The 
Hiftory  of  Don  Quixote ;  a  work 
which  every  body  admires  for  its 


humour  ;  but  which  ought  alfo  to  be 
conlidered  as  a  moil  ufefui  perform¬ 
ance,  that  brought  about  a  great 
revolution  in  the  manners  and  lite¬ 
rature  of  Europe,  by  baniibing  the 
wild  dreams  of  chivalry,  and  re* 
vivjng  a  tafte  for  the  fimplicity  of 
nature.  Ill  this  view,  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  Don  Quixote  forms  an  im¬ 
portant  era  in  the  hiftory  of  man¬ 
kind* 

44  Don  Quixote  is  reprefented  as 
a  man,  whom  it  is  impoftible  not 
to  efteem  for  his  cultivated  under- 
flandine,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart.  :  but  who,  by  poring  night 
and  day  upon  the  old  romances, 
had  impaired  his  reafon  to  luch  a 
degree,  as  to  miftake  them  for  hif¬ 
tory,  and  form  the  deligii  of  going 
through  the  world,  in  the  charac¬ 
ter,  and  with  the  accoutrements,  of 
a  knight-errant.  His  diftempered 
fancy  takes  the  inoft  common  occur¬ 
rences  lor  adventures  fimilar  to  thole 
he  had  read  in  his  books  of  chivalry. 
And  thus,  the  extravagance  of  thofe 
books  being  placed,  as  it  were,  in 
the  fame  groupe  with  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  nature  and  the  real  buftnefs 
qf  life,  the  hideous  difproportion  of 
the  former  becomes  fo  glaring  by  the 
contrail,  that  the  moil  inattentive 
obferver  cannot  fail  to  be  ftruck  with 
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It.  The  perfon,  the  p  retentions, 
and  the  exploits,  of  the  errant 
knight,  are  held  up  to  view  in  a 
thou i and  ridiculous  attitudes.  In 
a  word,  the  humour  and  fatire  are 
irrefiftible ;  and  their  effects  were 
inflantaneous. 

“  This  work  iio  fooner  appeared, 
than  chivalry  vanifhed,  as  fnow  melts 
before  the  fun.  Mankind  awoke  as 
from  a  dream.  They  laughed  at 
themfelves  for  having  been  fo  long 
impofed  on  by  abfurdity  ;  and  won¬ 
dered  they  had  not  made  the  dis¬ 
covery  fooner.  It  aftonifhed  them 
to  find,  that  nature  and  good  fenfe 
could  yield  a  more  exquifite  enter¬ 
tainment,  than  they  had  ever  de¬ 
rived  from  the  moil  fublime  phren- 
zies  of  chivalry.  For,  that  this  was 
indeed  the  cafe  :  that  Don  Quixote 
was  more  read,  and  more  relilhed, 
than  any  other  romance  had  ever 
been,  we  may  infer,  from  the  Hid¬ 
den  and  powerful  effects  it  produced 
on  the  fentiments  of  mankind  ;  as 
well  as  from  the  declaration  of  the 
author  himfelf ;  who  tells  Us,  that 
upwards  of  twelve  thoufand  copies  of 
the  firft  part  were  fold,  before  the  fe~ 
cond  could  begot  ready  for  the  prefs: 
an  amazing  rapidity  of  fale,  at  a  time 
when  the  readers  and  purchafers  of 


books  were  but  an  inconfiderable 
number  compared  to  what  they  are 
in  our  days.  “The  very  children, 
(fays he)  handle  it,  boys  read  it,  men 
underhand,  and  old  people  applaud 
the  performance.  It  is  no  fooner 
laid  down  by  one,  than  another  takes 
it  up  ;  fame  ftruggling,  and  foine 
entreating,  for  a  light  of  it.  In 
fine,  (continues  he)  this  hiflory  is 
the  moll  delightful,  and  the  lead 
prejudicial,  entertainment,  that  ever 
was  feen  ;  for,  in  the  whole  book, 
there  is  not  the  lealt  ihadow  of  a 
dishonourable  word,  nor  one  thought 
unworthy  ot  a  good  catholic. ” 

“  Don  Quixote  occalioned  the 
death  of  the  old  Romance,  and  gave 
birth  to  the  new*  Fidlion  henceforth 
d i veiled  herlelf  of  her  gigantick  fize, 
tremendous  afpebt,  and  frantick  de¬ 
meanour  ;  and,  defcending  to  the 
level  of  common  life,  converfed  with 
man  as  his  equal,  and  as  a  polite 
and  chearful  companion.  Not  that 
every  fubfequent  romance  writer 
adopted  the  plan,  or  the  manlier  of 
Cervantes  i  but  it  was  from  him  they 
learned  to  avoid  extravagance,  and 
to  imitate  nature.  And  now  probabi¬ 
lity  was  as  much  lludied,  as  it  had 
been  formerly  negle&ed. 


OBSERVATIONS  on  theSPEECHESoftheAN'CIENT 
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[From  the  Abbe  De  Mably’s  Two  Dialogues  concerning  the  Manner 

of  Writing  Hiflory,] 


“  YJ  EADERS  who  feek  only 
amufement  will  not  reproach 
the  hiflorian  that  pi  cafes  them  ;  and 
thole  who,  endued  with  a  more  ex¬ 
alted  underflanding,  purfue  their 
Rudies  that  they  may  reap  addition¬ 
al  inflrudtion,  are  fenfibie  that  thefe 
fpeeches  were  not,  at  any  time,  pro¬ 


nounced  ;  but  they  wifh  to  gather 
from  them  the  motives,  the  thoughts 
and  interells  of  the  perfons  who  are 
brought  upon  the  fcene  of  abtion  ; 
they  expe£l  that  the  hiflorian,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  have  invefligated  all 
thefe  particulars,  fhould  enlighten 
and  guide  their  judgment  ;  and, 
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therefore,  do  they  thank  him  for 
giving  his  work  that  turn  which 
drikes  forcibly  upon  their  imagina¬ 
tion,  imparts  double  life  to  the  itn~ 
preffion,  and  renders  truth  dill  more 
agreeable  to  their  reafon.  Thole 
harangues  animate  the  narrative  ; 
we,  during  fome  moments,  forget 
the  hidonan  ;  we  maintain  an  inter- 
courfe  with  the  greated  perfonages 
of  antiquity  ;  we  dive  into  their  fe- 
crets ;  and  their  ledbns  are  the  more 
deeply  engraved  upon  our  hearts. 
€n  thefe  occafions,  I  think  myfelf 
prefent  at  their  deliberations,  and 
in  the  midfl.  of  all  their  budnefs. 
The  whole  ceafes  to  prove  a  relation, 
and  becomes  an  abtion  of  which  I 
am  the  eye-witnefs. 

“  Never,  Theododus !  can  we 
cxpedf  to  find  an  hidory  at  once 
agreeable  and  inftrudlive  without 
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fpeeches.  Strive,  for  example,  to 
fupprefs  them  in  Thucydides,  and 
you  will  link  the  work  into  a  lifelefs 
narrative.  In  luch  a  cafe,  this  book, 
which,  under  its  prefent  form, 
princes  and  miniders  ought  to  read, 
every  year,  or  rather  get  by  heart, 
would  drop  unnoticed  from  your 
hands,  becaufe  you  could  not  dif- 
cover  from  it  either  the  genius  or 
the  padions  or  the  enterprifes  of  the 
Greeks,  when  degenerated  from  their 
ancient  virtue.  Take  from  Livy 
his  harangues  ;  and,  at  once,  you 
take  from  him  one  of  tliofe  chief  or¬ 
naments  by  the  aid  of  which  he 
roufes  up  my  imagination  and  ani¬ 
mates  my  heart.  It  is  from  Livy 
that  I  have  gathered  what  little 
knowledge  I  poflels  of  politics.  Ad¬ 
miring  his  work,  I  become  immedi¬ 
ately  indrudled ;  and,  perhaps,  it 
would  havedilguded  me,  if,  ipeak- 
ing  in  his  own  name,  he  had  given 
way  to  long,  and,  coniequently,  to 
cold  and  unintereding  refle&ions. 

But  thefe  fpeeches  are  fubjedt 
to  the  dominion  of  rigid  laws ;  and 


the  hidorian  who  dares  to  violate 
them  is  punifhed  by  being  converted 
into  a  miferable  deelaimer.  I  mud 
lay  it  down  as  a  preliminary  condi¬ 
tion  that  they  never  appear  except 
in  a  cafe  of  abfolute  neceiiity  ;  that 
they  fhail  not  be  employed  but  on 
important  occafions,  where  the  point 
in  queftion  is  either  the  preferva- 
tion,  the  fafety,  or  the  glory  of  the 
date  ;  or  the  atchievement  of  fome 
bold  and  mighty  emerprize.  Nor  is 
even  all  this  fuffieient.  It  is  requi- 
dte  that  the  matter  under  difcudion 
fhould  admit  of  being  examined,  by 
obfervers  of  great  talents  and  quick 
penetration,  in  different  points  of 
view.  Above  all  things,  let  the 
hidorian  avoid  the  common-place 
parade  of  college-eloquence.  Not 
a  dngle  fyllable  mud  be  introduced 
for  the  fake  of  fhewand  odea  tat  ion, 
Confult  only  reafon ;  give  proofs  ; 
lead  me  thus  along  :  and  render  it 
impolhble  that  I  fhould  refill  your 
force  of  argument.  And,  here, 
Theododus  !  let  me  obferve  to  you 
that  you  mud  perceive  the  necefiity 
of  not  negle&ing  any  one  of  thole 
dudies  which  I  have  mentioned  as 
the  indifpenfabie  preparatives  for  the 
talk  of  writing  hidory.  At  one  mo¬ 
ment,  the  hidorian,  under  a  bor¬ 
rowed  mafk,  will  afcend  up  to  the 
fird  principles  of  natural  law,  and 
explain  the  conditions  upon  which 
nature  permits  focieties  to  continue 
in  a  date  of  happinefs.  At  another 
moment,  this  hidorian,  excludvely 
directing  his  powers  to  the  province 
ofindru&ingme  concerning  that  poli¬ 
ty  of  the  padions  which  govern  and 
agitate  the  world,  would  enable  me 
to  difcover,  amidd  their  caprices 
and  their  errors,  that  condant  track 
in  which  they  move,  and  to  unravel 
before  band,  from  the  fpeeches  of  the 
perfon  who  engages  my  attention, 
the  caufes  of  either  the  good  or  ill 
fortune  which  is  the  confequence  or 

his 
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Els  proceedings.  Making  thefe  re¬ 
marks  I  only  defcribe  what  I  have 
experienced  from  the  perufal  of  the 
Roman  Hiftory  by  Livy.  Often 
have  I  read  it ;  and  always  with  frefh 
pleafure.  Again  and  again  fltall  I 
read  it  ;  and  perpetually  {hall  I  find 
beauties  in  it  which  had  before  ef- 
caped  me.  The  faffs  with  which 
1  am  the  moft  acquainted  will  ftill 
pieafe  me,  becaufe  I  do  not  know 
them  as  Livy  has  related  them.  I 
have  not  forgotten  that  after  the  cap¬ 
ture  and  conflagration  of  Rome, 
the  Romans  wanted  to  forfake  their 
country,  and  to  tranfport  themfelves 
to  Veii  ;  and  that  Camillas  oppofed 
an  inclination  ft)  pernicious.  Fall¬ 
ing  from  the  pen  of  any  common 
hiftorian,  this  faff  is  nothing  ;  but 
whenCamilius  becomes  the  fpeaker, 
1  feel  myfelf  interefted  ;  I  actually 
enjoy  the  review  of  all  thofe  hopes 
which  aggrandize  the  virtues  of  the 
Romans,  and  are  to  condiift  them 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  world. 
Rome  ifllies.  from  hef  ruins  to  ac¬ 
quire  dominion.  I  love  to  follow 
this  republic  in  its  progrefs.  Does 
the  affair  of  Canute  fill  the  mind 
with  the  circumftances  of  the  battle 
of  Allia  ?  Scipio,  deftined  to  con¬ 
quer  Hannibal,  is  a  fecond  Camil¬ 
las.  The  fpeech  in  which  he  re¬ 
vives  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  aim  pit  determined  to  defert 
their  country,  aflliages  the  inquie¬ 
tude  of  the  reader,  I  do  not  link 
under  the  terror  which  I  feel.  Like 
Scipio,  1  cherifli  hope*  and  build 
iny  expectation  upon  that  bold,  ani¬ 
mated,,  con  ft;  of,  and  fublime  fyflem 
of  politics  which  is  to  lead  ultimate¬ 
ly  to  the  triumph  of  the  republic., 

“  Thus  far  as  .  to  what  concerns 
inflruffio.n  :  but  vfith  refpeCt  tp  that 
from  which  we  mu  if  receive  agree¬ 
able  amufement,  you  feel  at  once  how 
principally  harangues  contribute  to 
this  delightful  acquifition.  They 
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awaken  the  attention  of  the  reader,; 
they  break  the  monotony  of  the  nar- 
ration  ;  and  they,  authorife  or  rather 
compel  the.hiftorian  to  recur  alter¬ 
nately  to  all  the  tones , of  an, .  elo¬ 
quence,  at  one  moment  gentle  and 
attempered,  and,  at  another  mo¬ 
ment  glowing^  rapid,  artd  fublime. 
The  hiftorianf  without  appearing 
exprefsly  to  throw  light  upon  this 
part  of  the  fubject  in  particulars 
Will  lay  open  to  me  the  opinions, 
the  manners  and  the  characters  of 
every  eye  ;  he,  with  fuccefs,  will 
put  into  the  mouthy  of  the  pCrfons 
whom  he  brings  forward  as  the 
fpeakers,  remarks  which  would  offend 
when  corning  from  himfelf.  Tafts, 
In  this  infiance,  is  the  flaye  of  con« 
flftency  ;  and  it  admires  in  Camillas 
that  reliance  upon  auguries  which  it 
could  not  tolerate  from  Livy,  whofe 
hiftory,  written  under  the  reign  of 
Auguftus,  fhould  not  bear  upon  it 
fhe  fiighreft  impreflion  of  ancient 
fuperftitions.  Thefe  fpeeches  ferve$ 
alio,  to  fix  in  the  mind  of  the  rea¬ 
der  the  principal  object  which  ought 
to  engage  his  attention,  and  which 
will  give  an  mterelling  turn  to  even 
the  aloft  trivial  details.;  If  an  hif- 
torian,  in  order  to  aflift  my  memory 9 
and  bring  his  own  remarks  into  a 
clearer  point  of  view,  (liould  call, 
back  citcumftanc.es  and  fituatlons  to 
which  he  has  before  referred  me, 
he  muft  difpleafe  me,  becaufe  he  ha 2 
loft  the  power  of  pleating  me  unex¬ 
pectedly.  I  am,  at  leaft,  fo  unjuil 
as  to  believe  that  I  could  hot  pof- 
fibly  have  forgotten  what  he  repeat^ 
to  me;  and  l,  of  eo'urfe,  complain 
of  this  unneceffary .  prating.  Butq 
it  is  far  otberwife  when  eithef  a  cap¬ 
tain  or  a  magiftrate  addreffes  himfelf 
to  thofe  vvhom  he  is  .defirous  to  con¬ 
vince  and  to  perfuade.  1  then  mix: 
(if  the  expreflion  be  allowable.) 
amongft  his  auditors';  and  I  approve 
in  this  captain  or  this  magiftrate  that 
H  whlcM 
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which  I  fhouldblame  inthe  hi  dorian. 
\  ou  cannot  help  recollecting  with 
what  addrefs  and  art  lome  hiftorians 
have  availed  themfelves  of  haran¬ 
gues,  in  order  to  defcribe,  with 
equal  force  and  grace,  the  iituation 
of  the  affairs  of  a  repub]  ic,  Salluft, 
for  indance,  has  taken  efpecial  care 
not  to  mention,  as  from  himfelf, 
fuch  particulars  as  he  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  Ad-herbal.  And  why  ? 
Recau fe  he  felt  that  it  would  have 
been  improper  to  have  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  turns  and  the  fame  ex- 
predions  to  paint  the  fpirit  of  the 
Romans  dill  governed  by  their  an¬ 
cient  ideas,  and  yet  already  fold  to 
avarice.  In  fliort  (for  it  is  time  to 
clofe  our  converfation)  harangues 
are  neceflary  when  the  hidorian  re¬ 
lates  an  adiion  which  ought  to  ado- 
nifii,  and],  perhaps,  exalt  beyond 
their  ufifal  level  thofe  minds  "that 
are  but  of  a  common  cad.  As  an 
indance,  let  me  refer  you  to  Manli¬ 
us,  whojudifies  the  fentence  of  death 
which  he  pronounced  again# his  fon 
for  h  aving  vanquilhed  in  difobedi- 
ence  to  his  orders.  Even  the  mod; 
abjedl  mind  mud:  redefl  with  admira¬ 
tion  upon  the  conduH  of  a  father 
who,  endued  with  fuch  an  excefs  ef 
patriotibn  and  magnanimity,  can 
facrifice  to  his  country  the  life  of  an 
affectionately  beloved  fon.  Whild  I 
liften  to  Manlius,  I  pity  him  ;  whild: 
I  revere  his  refokmon,  the  title  and 
the  name  of  father  totally  fubdue 
me.  1  fhould  not  have  dared  to 
imitate  Manlius  ;  and  yet,  I  fhould 
bluff  if  I  could  ceafe  to  pralfe  him. 
Rut,  if  I  can  form  a  judgment 
from  appearances  and  from  feelings, 
I  fhould  have  recoiled  with  diflatis- 
fadtion  at  any  apology  which  Livy 
might  endeavour  to  make  in  his  own 
name  for  this  remarkable  procedure. 
I  fhould  have  conddered  him  as  an 
empty  disclaimer,  vainly  driving  to 
adorn  himfelf  with  a  grandeur  of  the 


mind  to  which  he  was  incapable  of 
reaching* 

44  When  you  write  an  hidory, 
Theodofius  1  let  me  advife  you  to 
adapt  the  harangues  of  all  the  per- 
fonages  not  only  to  their  characters, 
but  to  the  character  of  the  a oq  \h 
which  they  lived.  This  rule,°  pre- 
fenbed  to  the  poets  by  the  mailers  of 
the  art,  fhould  extend  equally  to  hif- 
torians.  Who  could  bear,  in  Thu¬ 
cydides,  that  Alcibiades  and  Nicias 
fhould  both  talk  in  the  fame  fiyle  ? 
Jn  Sallud,  we  perceive  that  Marius, 
Ctsdir,  and  Cato  exprefs  themfelves 
in  a  manner  entirely  different  from 
each  other.  As  to  Livy,  he  feems 
actually  to  have  made  himfelf  m, af¬ 
ter  of  the  feveral  and  diftindl  kinds 
of  eloquence  peculiar  to  each  of 
thofe  great  men,  with  whofe  fpeeches 
he  has  enriched  his  work  ;  and, 
therefore,  mud  we  place  him  (with 
Cicero)  at  the  head  of  that  frnall 
number  of  writers  of  genius,  whofe. 
dyle  perpetually  maintains  a  jud  af¬ 
finity  to  the  matter  on  which  it  Is 
employed..  In  Livy,  the  fubjeel  of 
either  Philip  or  Antiochus  would  not 
exprefs  himfelf  like  the  citizen  of  a 
republic  of  Greece.  The  ancients 
carried  this  delicacy  to  the  mod  feru- 
pulous  extremes.  If  Thucydides 
puts  into  the  mouth  of  Brafidas  a 
more  long  and  ornamented  difeourfe 
than  could  have  been  expefled  from 
a  Lacedemonian,  he  takes  care  to 
inform  the  reader  that  Braddas  fur- 
paffed  in  eloquence  his  fellow- 
citizens.  The  indirect  harangues 
(which  are,  indeed,  almoft  the  foie 
harangues  recurred  to  by  the  hif¬ 
torians  of  this  modern  age)  are,  in 
their  nature,  cold  and  languifhing. 
I  he  ancients  employ  them  very  fei- 
dom  ;  and,  then,  only  either  when 
the  quedion  turns  upon  affairs  of 
lefs  importance  ;  or  when  it  becomes 
requilite  that  the  narrative  diould 
run  on  with  more  rapidity.” 
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ACCOUNT  ofthe  ORGAN  of  HEARING  in  FISH. 

By  John  Hunter,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Sevcnty-fecond  Volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions.J 


4TURAL  hiftory  has  ever 
been  confidered  as  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  curious  philofo* 
pher,  and  therefore  has  in  all  ages 
kept  pace  with  the  other  branches 
of  knowledge  ;  and  as  both  arts  and 
fcienees  have,  of  late  years,  been 
cultivated  to  a  degree,  perhaps,  be¬ 
yond  what  was  ever  known  before, 
we  find  alfo,  that  natural  hiftory  has 
not  been  neglected  ;  all  Europe  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  awake  to  it.  In  this 
ifiand  it  has  been  purfued  with  more 
phllofophic  ardour,  than  what  was 
ever  known  in  any  country.  It  has 
become  the  ftudy  of  men  of  inde¬ 
pendent  fortunes,  who  not  only 
fpend  their  fortunes  in  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  this  fcience,  but  have  rif- 
qued  their  health  and  lives  in  pur- 
fuit  of  it,  fearching  unknown  regions 
to  improve  mankind,  fettling  cor- 
refpondences  every  where,  fo  as  to 
bring  in  its  materials  into  this  coun- 
try,  in  order  to  make  it  the  fchool 
of  natural  hiftory.  It  is  no  wonder, 
then,  that  a  fpirit  of  inquiry  is  dif¬ 
fused  through  a!  moft  all  ranks  of 
men  ;  and  that  though  many  cannot 
purfue  it  ttiemfelves,  yet  they  are 
eager  to  know  what  is  already 
known,  chufing  at  ieaft  to  benefit  by 
the  induftry  of  others. 

<4  Thefe  reflections  have  induced 
me  to  trouble  this  learned  fociety 
with  a  fhort  account  of  the  Organ  of 


Hearing  in  Fifb,  it  being  ftiil  a  fub- 
jecft  of  great  difpute,  whether  fifli 
hear  or  not. 

“  Some  time  between  the  years 
1750  and  1  760,  I  obferved  the  or¬ 
gan  of  hearing  in  fifli ;  and  from 
that  time  to  this,  I  only  confidered 
it  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  the  va¬ 
rieties  in  this  fenfe  in  different  ani¬ 
mals,  in  which  there  is  a  regular 
progreffion,  viz.  from  the  moft  per- 
left  animals  down  to  the  moft  imper¬ 
fect  pofifefled  of  this  organ. 

u  As  I  do  not  intend  to  give,  in. 
this  paper,  a  full  account  of  this 
organ  in  any  one  fifli,  or  of  the  va¬ 
rieties  in  different  fifli,  but  only  of 
the  organ  in  general ;  t'hofe  who 
may  chufe  to  purfue  this  part  only 
of  the  animal  ceconomy  may  think 
it  deficient  in  the  defcriptive  parts. 
It  it  was  a  difficult  talk  to  expofie 
this  organ  in  fifli,  I  ikon  Id  perhaps 
be  led  to  be  more  full  in  my  defcrip- 
tion  of  it,  but  there  is  nothing  more 
eafy  "than  the  expofure  of  this  organ 
in  this  animal  in  general. 

“  As  this  paper  is  to  be  confined 
to  this  order  of  animals,  I  may 
be  allowed  juft  to  obferve  here, 
that  the  clafs  called  fepia  has  this 
organ  alfo,  but  fomewhat  differently 
con  ft  ru  died  from  what  it  is  in  the 
fifli. 

“  The  organs  of  hearing  in  this 
latter  order  of  animals  arc  placed  on 
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the  fides  of  the  fkull,  or  the  cavity 
which  contains  the  brain  ;  but  the 
Ahull  itfelf  makes  no  part  of  the 
organ,  as  it  does  in  the  quadruped 
and  the  bird.  In  fome  fifh  this  or¬ 
gan  is  wholly  furrounded  by  the 
parts  compofmg  this  cavity,  which 
in  many  is  cartilaginous,  the  lkele- 
ton  of  thele  fifh  being  like  thofe  of 
the  ray  kind  •  in  others  alfo,  as  in 
cod,  falmon,  &c.  whofe  fkeleton  is 
bone,  yet  this  part  is  cartilaginous, 

44  In  fome  fifh  this  organ  is  in 
part  within  the  cavity  of  the  fkull, 
or  that  cavity  which  alfo  contains 
the  brain,  as  in  the  falmon,  cod, 
&c.  the  cavity  of  the  fkull  project¬ 
ing  laterally,  and  forming  a  cavity 
there. 

44  The  organ  of  hearing  in  fifh 
appears  to  grow  in  fize  with  the 
animal,  for  its  fize  is  nearly  in  the 
lame  proportion  with  the  fize  of  the 
animal,  which  is  not  the  cafe  with 
the  quadruped,  &c.  the  organs  be¬ 
ing  in  them  nearly  as  large  in  the 
S'TOwine:  fetus  as  in  the  adult. 

44  It  is  much  more  fimple  in  fifh 
than  in  all  thofe  orders  of  animals 
who  may  be  reckoned  fuperior,  fuch 
as  quadrupeds,  birds,  and  amphi¬ 
bious  animals,  but  there  is  a  regu¬ 
lar  gradation  from  the  firflto  fifh. 

44  It  varies  in  different  orders  of 
fifh  ;  but  in  all  it  confifts  of  three 
Curved  tubes,  all  of  which  unite 
with  one  another  :  this  union  forms 
in  fome  only  a  canal,  as  in  the  cod, 
falmon,  ling,  &e.;  and  in  others, 
a  pretty  large  cavity,  as  in  the  ray 
kind.  In  the  jack  there  is  an  ob¬ 
long  bag,  or  blind  procefs,  which  is 
an  addition  to  thofe  canals,  and  which 
communicates  with  them  at  their 
union.  In  the  cod,  &c.  this  union 
of  the  three  tubes  ffands  upon  an 
oval  cavity,  and  in  the  jack  there 
ate  two  of  thofe  cavities  ;  thefe  ad¬ 
ditional  cavities  in  thefe  fifh  appear 
to  aufvver  the  fame  purpofe  with  the 
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cavity  in  the  ray  or  cailibigmous 
fifh,  which  is  the  union  of  the  three 
canals. 

44  The  whole  is  compofed  of  a 
kind  of  cartilaginous  fubflance,  very 
diard  or  firm  in  fome  parts,  and 
which  in  fome  fifh  is  cruffed  over 
with  a  thin  bony  lamella,  fo  as  not 
to  allow  them  to  collapfe  ;  tor  as  the 
fkull  does  not  form  any  part  of  thofe 
canals  or  cavities  they  muff  be  com¬ 
pofed  of  fuch  fubidance  as  is  capable 
of  keeping  its  form. 

44  Each  tube  deferibes more  than 
a  lemi- circle.  This  refembles  in 
fome  refpeft  what  we  find  in  molt 
other  animals,  but  differs  in  the  parts 
being  diftinct  from  the  fkull. 

44  Two  of  the  femi  circular  ca¬ 
nals  are  fimilar  to  one  another,  may 
be  called  a  pair,  and  are  placed  per¬ 
pendicularly  ;  the  third  is  not  lo 
long ;  in  fome  it  is  placed  horizon¬ 
tally,  uniting  as  it  were  the  other 
two  at  their  ends  or  terminations,  in 
the  fkait  it  is  fomething ’different,  be¬ 
ing  only  united  to  one  of  the  per¬ 
pendiculars. 

44  The  two  perpendiculars  unit© 
at  one  part  in  one  canal,  by  one 
arm  of  each  uniting,  while  the  other 
two  arms  or  horns  have  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  each  other,  and  the  arms 
of  the  horizontal  unite  with  the 
other  two  arms  of  the  perpendicular 
near  the  entrance  into  the  common 
canal  or  cavity. 

44  Near  the  union  of  thefe  canals 
into  the  common,  they  are  fwelled 
out  into  round  bags,  becoming 
there  much  larger. 

44  In  the  ray  kind  they  all  termi¬ 
nate  in  one  cavity,  as  has  been  ob¬ 
served  ;  and  in  the  cod  they  termi¬ 
nate  in  one  canal,  which  in  thefe 
fifh  is  placed  upon  the  additional  ca¬ 
vity  or  cavities.  In  this  cavity  or 
cavities  there  is  a  bone  or  bones.  In 
fome  there  are  two  bones  ;  as  the 
jack  has  two  cavities,  we  find  in  one 
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of  tliofe  cavities  two  bones,  and  in 
the  other  only  one  ;  in  the  ray  there 
is  only  a  chalky  fub dance. 

44  At  this  union  of  the  two  per¬ 
pendiculars  in  fome  fi(h  enters  the 
external  communication,  or  what 
may  be  called  the  external  meatus. 
This  is  the  cafe  with  all  the  ray 
kind,  the  external  orifice  of  which 
is  {mall,  and  placed  on  the  upper 
flat  filPface  of  the  head;  but  it  is 
not  every  genus  or  fpecies  of  fifn  that 
has  the  external  opening. 

44  The  nerves  of  the  ear  pafs  out¬ 
wards  from  the  brain,  and  appear 
to  terminate  at  once  on  the  external 
lurface  of  the  i welling  of  the  ferni- 
circular  tubes  above  defcribed.  They 
do  not  appear  to  pafs  through  thole 
tubes  fo  as  to  get  on  the  infide,  as 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  cafe  in  quadru¬ 
peds  ;  I  jfhould  therefore  very  much 
fufpedt,  that  the  lining  of  thole 
tubes  in  the  quadruped  is  not  nerve, 
but  a  kind  of  internal  perioiteum. 

44  As  it  is  evident  that  filh  poffefs 
the  organ  of  hearing,  it  becomes 
unnecefTary  to  make  or  relate  any 
experiment  made  with  live  fifn  which 


only  tends  to  prove  this  fad  :  but 
1  will  mention  one  experiment,  to 
fhewthat  founds  affed  them  much, 
and  is  one  pf  their  guards,  as  it  is 
in  other  animals.  In  the  year  1762, 
when  I  was  in  Portugal,  I  obferved 
in  a  nobleman’s  garden,  near  Lif- 
bon,  a  Jmall  fifh-pond,  full  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  fifn.  Its  bottom  was 
level  with  the  ground,  and  was 
made  by  forming  a  bank  all  round* 
There  was  a  fhrubbery  clofe  to  it. 
Whilft  I  was  lying  on  the  bank,  ob~ 
ferving  the  filh  fwimming  about,  I 
defired  a  gentleman,  who  was  with 
me,  to  take  a  loaded  gun,  and  go 
behind  the  fhrubs  and  fire  it.  The 
reafoti  for  going  behind  the  fhrubs 
was,  that  there  might  not  be  the 
lead  refledion  of  light.  The  in¬ 
built  the  report  was  made,  the  filh 
appeared  to  be  all  of  one  mind,  for 
they  vanilhed  inftantaneoufly.  into 
the  mud  at  the  bottom,  railing  as  it 
were  a  cloud  of  mud.  In  about 
five  minutes  after  they  began  to  ap¬ 
pear,  till  the  whole  came  forth 
again.” 
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Efq.  F.  R.S.  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Seventy-third  Volume  of  the  PhilofophicalTrapfa&ions,] 


SIR, 

Y  the  obfer various  of  the  mod 
eminent  aftronomers  in  Europe 
it  appears,  that  the  new  bar,  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  pointing  out  to 
them  in  March,  1781,  is  a  primary 
planet  of  our  folar  fydem.  A  body 
fo  nearly  related  to  us  by  its  fimilar 
condition  and  lituation,  in  the  un¬ 
bounded  expanfe  of  the  harry  hea- 
YW*  mud  often  be  the  fubject  of 


the  converfarion,  not  only  of  ahro« 
nomers,  but  of  every  lover  of  fcience 
in  general.  This  condderarion  then 
makes  it  necedary  to  give  it  a  name, 
whereby  it  may  be  dihinguilhed 
from  the  red  of  the  planets  and  fixed 
bars. 

44  In  (the  fabulous  ages  of  an¬ 
cient  rimes  the  appellations  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  Venus,  Mars,  Jupiter,  and 
Saturn,  were  given  to  the  planets. 
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as  being  the  names  of  their  piincipal 
heroes  and  divinities.  In  the  pre- 
fent  more  philofophical  sera,  it  would 
hardly  be  allowable  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  fame  method,  and  call  on  ju- 
nCj  Pallas,  Apollo,  or  Minerva,  for 
a  name  to  our  new  heavenly  body. 
The  fir  ft  confideration  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  event,  or  remarkable  incident, 
feems  to  be  its  chronology  :  if  in 
any  future  age  it  fhould  be  aiked, 
when  this  laft- found  planet  was  dif- 
covered  ?  It  would  be  a  very  fatis- 
factory  anfwer  to  fay,  “  in  the 
reign  of  king  George  the  Third.” 
As  a  philofopher  then,  the  name  of 
Georgium  Sidus  prefents  itfelf  to 
me,  as  an  appellation  which  will 
conveniently  convey  the  information 
of  the  time  and  country  where  and 
when  it  was  brought  to  view.  But 
as  a  fubjedt  of  the  be  ft  of  kings, 
who  is  the  liberal  protedtor  of  every 
art  and  fcience  ;  as  a  native  of  the 
country  from  whence  this  illuftrious 
family  was  called  to  the  Britifti 
throne ;  as  a  member  of  that  fo- 
ciety,  which  flourifhes  by  the  dif- 
tinguiflied  liberality  of  its  royal 


patron;  and,  laft  of  all,  as  a  per- 
ion  now  more  immediately  under 
the  protection  of  this  excellent  mo¬ 
narch,  and  owing  every  thing  to  his 
unlimited  bounty  ;  I  cannot  but  wifti 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  ex pr effing 
my  fenfe  of  gratitude,  by  giving  the 
name  G  eorgi  am  8 id  us, 

Georgium  Sidiis 
— jam  nunc  affuefce  vocari. 

Virg.  Georg. 

to  a  ftar,  which  (with  refpedi  to  us) 
firft  began  to  fhine  under  his  aufpi- 
cious  reign. 

6i  By  addreffing*  this  letter  to  you, 
fir,  as  prefident  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  J  take  the  moil  effectual  method 
of  communicating  that  name  to  the 
literati  of  Europe,  which  I  hope 
they  will  receive  with  pleafure.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greateft  eefpedf, 

Sir, 

Your  moil;  humble 
and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

'  W.  HERSCHEL. 


ACCOUNT  of  feveral  LUNAR  IRIS.  By  Marmaduke  Tunstall, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S.  In  two  Letters  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart. 

P.  R.  S. 


[From  the  fit  me  Work.] 


Dear  Sir, 

S  I  am  ever  happy  to  fieize  on 
any  opportunity  to  exprefs 
my  regard  to  yourfelf,  and  my  at¬ 
tention  to  the  Royal  Society,  I  can¬ 
not  omit  this  occafion  of  acquaint¬ 
ing  you  of  rather  an  unufuai  pheno¬ 
menon  feen  here  on  Friday  night 
laft,  the  27th  of  February,  between 
feven  and  eight,  efpecially  as  it 
might  probably  be  vifible  only  at  a 


finall  diftance.  It  was  an  Iris  Lu“ 
naris,  or  Lunar  Rainbow,  in  toler¬ 
ably  diftindt  colours,  fimilar  to  afo- 
lar  one,  but  mote  faint  :  the  orange 
colour  feemed  to  predominate.  I 
was  unfortunately  not  a  lpedtator 
myfelf  ;  but  can  fufficiently  rely 
on  the  authority,  as  a  clergyman  in 
my  houfe,  and  fome  fervants,  on 
whom  I  can  depend,  obferved  it  for 
near  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  It  hap¬ 
pened 
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peneci  at  full  moon.,  at  which  time 
alone  they  are  faid  to  have  been  al¬ 
ways  feen.  Though  Ariftotle  is 
Laid  to  have  obferved  two,  and  fome 
others  have  been  feen  by  Su- 
ellius,  &c.  I  can  only  find  two  de¬ 
scribed  with  any  accuracy  :  viz.  one 
by  Plot,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Oxford- 
fhire,  feen  by  him  in  1675,  though 
without  colours  ;  the  other  feen  by 
a  Derbyfhire  gentleman  atGlapwell, 
near  Chefterfield,  defcribed  by 
Thorefhy,  and  inferred  in  N°  331, 
of  the  Philofophical  Tran  factions  * 
this  was  about  Chriftmas,  1710, 
and  faid  to  have  had  all  the  colours 
of  the  Iris  Solaris.  The  night  was 
windy,  and  though  there  was  then  a 
drizzling*  rain  and  dark  cloud,  in 
which  the  rainbow  was  remedied  :  it 
proved  afterwards  a  light  froft.  That 
this  very  imperfedi  account,  though 
it  may  be  ftridily  relied  on,  may 
give  any  fatisfadiion  to  you,  or  the 
gentlemen  of  the  fociety,  would  be 
the  occafion  of  great  pleafure  to 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged,  Sic. 

WycVjfe  near  Greta  Bridge , 

1  or kjb ire ,  Marsh  i« 

i782. 

44  The  particular  circum fiance, 
which  appeared  extraordinary  to 
Thorefoy,  of  the  bow  being  nearly 
equal  in  fize  to  that  of  the  folar 
one,  feemed  to  be  verified  by  this,  as 
the  extent  appeared  nearly  of  the 
fame  dimenfione.  The  wind  was  at 
fouth-wefb 


ffiy cliff %  05l%  23,  1  78 z» 

a  Dear  Sir, 

44  T  TROUBLED  you  early  in 
JL  fpring  with  an  account  of  a 
rather  fingular  phenomenon,  feen 
fiere  on  the  27th  of  February,  be¬ 


tween  feven  and  eight  o'clock,  viz. 
a  Lunar  Iris  with  prifrnatic  colours. 
Since  that  I  have  feen  two  more 
here;  one  July  the  30th,  about 
eleven  o’clock,  which  lafted  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  without  co¬ 
lours ;  the  laft,  the  caufe  of  my 
troubling  you  with  this,  was  on  Fri¬ 
day  the  1 8th  infiant,  perhaps  the 
raoft  extraordinary  one  of  the  kind 
ever  feen,  and  of  which  I  was  my- 
felt  a  fpedfator  for  1110ft  of  its  dura¬ 
tion,  as  were  many  in  my  houfeand 
neighbourhood.  It  was  firft  vifible 
about  nine  o’clock,  and  continued, 
though  with  very  different  degrees  of 
brilliancy,  till  paft  two.  At  firft, 
though  a  firongly  marked  bow,  it 
was  without  colours  ;  but  afterwards 
they  were  very  confpicuous  and  vivid 
in  the  fame  form  as  in  the  folar, 
though  fainter ;  the  red,  green,  and 
purple,  were  raoft  diftinguifbable. 
About  twelve  it  was  the  raoft  fplen- 
did  in  appearance  ;  its  arc  was  con¬ 
fide  irably  a  fmaller  fegment  of  a  cir¬ 
cle  than  a  folar  ;  its  fouth-eaft  limb 
firfi  began  to  fail,  and  a  confiderable 
time  before  its  final  extinction  :  the 
wind  was  very  high,  nearly  due  weft, 
raoft  part  of  the  time,  accompanied 
with  a  drizzling  rain.  It  is  a  fingu¬ 
lar  circumftance,  that  three  of  thefe 
phenomena  fhould  have  been  feen 
in  fo  fhort  a  time  in  one  place,  as 
they  have  been  efteemed  ever  fince 
the  time  of  Ariftotle,  who  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  firft  obferver  of  them, 
and  faw  only  two  in  fifty  years,  and 
fince  by  Plot  and  Thorefby,  almo.fi; 
the  only  two  Englifh  authors  who 
have  fpoke  of  them,  to  be  exceed¬ 
ing  rare.  They  feem  evidently  to 
be  occafioned  by  a  refraction  in  a 
cloud  or  turbid  atmofphere,  and  in 
general  are  indications  ofltormy  and 
rainy  weather  ;  fo  bad  a  feafon  as  the 
late  fummer  having,  I  believe,  fel- 
dom  occurred  in  England.  Tho¬ 
refby,  indeed/ fays,  the  oneheob- 
H  4  ferved 
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ferved  was  fucceededby  feveral  days 
bf 'fine  ferene  Weather. 

4  •  “  One  particular,  rather  lingular, 
in  the  fecotld,  viz*  of  July  the  30th, 
Was  its  being  fix  days  after  the  full 
bf  the  moon,  and  the  -  laft,  though 
of  fo  long  a  duration,  was  three  days 
before  the  full ;  that  of  the  37th  of 
February  was  exactly  at  the  full, 
which  ufed'  to  be  judged  the  only 

(  .  .  {■•  ,  ,  .  ..  ;  •.  i  C  ■ 


time  they  could  be  feen,  though  in 
tile  Encyclopedia  there  is  an  account 
that  Weidler  obferved  one  in  2  7193 
in  the  fir  ft  quarter  of'  the  moon, 
with  faint  colours,  arid  in  very  calm 
weather. 

u  No  lunar  Iris,  I  ever  heard  or 
read  of,  lafted  near  fo  long  as  that 
oil  the  18th  inftant,  either  with  or 
without  colours.’3 


ACCOUNT  of  an  EARTHQUAKE.  By  J  ohn  Lloyd,  Efq.  F*  R»  S, 
In  a  Letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S„; 

v  •  *  -  \  ’  '  ''  ‘  /  P  ; 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


tyrichwer  near  St.  Afaph , 
Nov.  16,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

PON  Saturday  the  5th  of 
October  laft,  between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  a 
Block  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in 
feveral  parts  of  this  principality,  by 
many  perfons,  though  not  generally. 
At  Mold,  in  the  county  of  Flint, 
it  was  diftincfly  perceived  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  at1  that  time  in  a  houfe  quite 
out  of  the  town,  and  feemed  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  rumbling  noife,  like  a  car¬ 
riage  going  over  a  pavement,  fo  that 
jf  his  fituation  had  not  rendered 
that  lenfation  impoftible,  he  fiiould 
have  afcribed  it  to  that ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  fome  China  cups  arid 
faucers  rattled  very  much,  that  were 
upon  a  table  in  the  room  with  him. 

4<  At  the  palace  at  Bangor,  it 
was  perceived  by  all  the  biihop’s  fa¬ 
mily  about  thirty-nine  minutes  paft 
eight  o’clock,  with  theffame  kind  of 
rumbling,  and  a  double  vibration. 
Many  other  perfons  iti  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood  were  fenfible  of  it.  - 
44  In  many  places  in  the  Ifle  of 
Anglcfcy  it  was  ftrongly  felt;  at 


Bodorgen,  the  feat  of  Owen  P. 
Meyrick,  efq.  it  was  thought  by  the 
family  that  a  carriage  had  driven  up 
to  the  door.  In  anfwer  to  fome  en¬ 
quiries  made,  1  received  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  an  ingenious  friend 
of  mine,  who  is  concerned  in  the 
great  copper  mine  at  Paris  Moun¬ 
tain,  arid  was  at  that  time  within  a 
mile  of  the  mine  at  his  own  houfe.1' 

44 1  perceived  the  earthquake  to  be¬ 
gin  at  Ami  wok  40'  paft  eight  o’clock 
at  night,  on  Saturday  the  5th  of  Oc¬ 
tober.  The  fftock  was  great  arid 
alarming. ’  1  The  houfe  in.  which  I 
was,  was  fhaken  terribly,  and  un¬ 
derwent  feveral  vibrations  for  the 
continuance  of  near  a  quarter  of  a 
minute*  I  thought  it  moved  from 
N*  E.  to  S.  W.  but  was  not  certain,, 
It  was  attended  with  a  rumbling 
noife,  as  loud  as  thunder,  and  like 
it  juft  before  it  ceafes.  I  have  made 
an  enquiry  at  feveral  diftant  parts  in 
the  illand  to  the  S.  W.  about  it,  to 
have  found  out,  if  poffible,  at  wh&t 
rate  it  moved,  but  in  vain.*  1 
u  At  the  time  it  was  felt  in  the 
places  I  have  mentioned,  I  was  at 
Sr,  Alaph  with  fome  other  gentle- 
c  ,  ■  ,  men, 
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men,  looking  over  fome  pariffi  ac¬ 
counts  ;  but  none  of  us  perceived  it, 
though  it  was  perceived  by  a  rela¬ 
tion  "of  mine,  who  was  then  alone, 
reading  at  the  diftance  of  a  nftle  and 
a  half  from  us,  and  in  the  line  be¬ 
tween  Anglefey  and  Mold,  io  that  X 
was  probably  farther  north  than  the 
ihock  reached.  I  judge  every  phe¬ 


nomenon  of  this  kind  to  be  intereft- 
ing  to  the  ipeculative  obfervers  of 
mature.  You  may  probably  be  of 
the  fame  opinion  ;  and  if  you  are* 
and  ffiould  think  this  imperfect  ac¬ 
count  of  lufficient  confequence,  you 
will  pleafe  to  lay  it  before  the  Royal 
Society. 

“  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.” 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  EARTHQUAKES  which  happened  in 
ITALY,  from  February  to  May,  1783.  By  Sir  William  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  F.  R.  S.  In  a  Letter  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  Bart.  P*R.S. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


Naples ,  May  23,  1783. 
6i  1*  AM  happy  now  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  give  you,  and  my 
brethren  of  the  Royal  Society,  fome 
little  idea  of  the  infinite  damage 
done,  and  of  the  various  phenomena 
exhibited,  by  the  earthquakes  (which 
began  the  qth  of  February  lafi,  and 
continue  to  be  fenfibly,  though  lefs 
violently,  felt  to  this  day)  in  the 
two  Calabrias,  at  Medina,  and  in 
parts  of  Sicily  nearelf  to  the  conti¬ 
nent.  From  the  moil  authentic  re¬ 
ports,  and  accounts  received  at  the 
offices  of  his  Sicilian  majefty’s  fe- 
cretary  of  date,  we  gathered  in  ge¬ 
neral,  that  the  part  of  Calabria, 
which  had  been  mod  affedted  by 
this  heavy  calamity,  is  that  which 
as  comprehended  between  the  38th 
and  39  degree ;  that  the  greateft 
force  of  the  earthquakes  feemed  to 
Lave  exerted  itfelf  from  the  foot  of 
thofe  mountains  of  the  Apennines 
called  the  Monte  Deio,  Monte  Sacro, 
and  Monte  Cahlone,  extending  weft- 
ward  to  the  Tyrfene  fea  ;  that  the 
towns,  villages,  and  farm-houfes, 
neared:  fhefe  mountains,  fi mated  ei¬ 
ther  on  hills  or  in  the  plain*  were 


totally  ruined  by  the  firft  fiiock  of 
the  3th  of  February  about  noon  ;  and 
that  the  greateft  mortality  was  there! 
that  in  proportion  as  the  towns  and 
villages  were  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  this  center,  the  damage  they 
received  was  lefs  condderable  ;  but 
that  even  thofe  more  diftant  towns 
had  been  greatly  damaged  by  the 
fubfequent  fhocksof  the  earthquake, 
and  efpecially  by  thofe  of  the  7th, 
the  26th,  and  28th  of  February, 
and  that  of  the  1  ft  of  March  ;  that 
from  the  drft  fhock,  the  5th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  the  earth  continued  to  be  in 
a  continual  tremor,  more  or  lefs  ; 
and  that  the  ffiocks  were  more  fenfw 
bly  felt  at  times  in  fome  parts  of  the 
afflicied  provinces  than  in  others  j 
that  the  motion  of  the  earth  had 
been  various,  and,  according  to  the 
Italian  denomination,  vorticofo,  o- 
rizontale,  and  ofcillatorio,  either 
whirling  like  a  vortex  horizontal,  or 
by  pulfations,  or  beatings  from  the 
bottom  upwards  :  that  this  variety  of 
motion  had  increafed  the  apprehen- 
ftons  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
of  thofe  parts,  who  expedled  every 
moment  that  the  earth  would  open 

under 
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under  their  feet,  and  fwal-low  them 
up  ;  that  the  rains  had  been  conti¬ 
nual  and  violent,  often  accompanied 
with  lightning  and  irregular  and  fu¬ 
rious  gufts  of  wind ;  that  from  all 
thefe  caufes  the  face  of  the  earth  of 
that  part  of  Calabria  (comprehend¬ 
ed  as  above  mentioned  between  the 
38th  and  39th  degrees)  was  entirely 
altered,  particularly  on  the  w7eft- 
ward  fide  of  the  mountains  above 
named  ;  that  many  openings  and 
cracks  had  been  made  in  thofe  parts; 
that  fome  hills  had  been  lowered, 
and  others  quite  levelled  ;  that  in 
the  plains,  deep  chafms  had  been 
made,  by  which  many  roads  were 
rendered  impaflable  ;  that  huge 
mountains  had  been  fplit  afunder, 
and  parts  of  them  driven  to  a  confi- 
derable  diflance  ;  that  deep  vallies 
had  been  filled  up  by  the  moun¬ 
tains  (which  formed  thofe  vallies) 
having  been  detached  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  earthquakes,  and  joined 
together ;  that  the  courfe  of  fome 
rivers  had  been  altered  ;  that  many 
fprings  of  water  had  appeared  in 
places  that  were  perfectly  dry  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  that  in  other  parts,  fprings 
that  had  been  conftant  had  totally 
difappeared  ;  that  near  Laureana  in 
Calabria  Ultra,  a  fingular  pheno¬ 
menon  had  been  produced,  that  the 
furface  of  two  whole  tenements, 
with  large  olive  and  mulberry-trees 
therein,  fituated  in  a  valley  perfect¬ 
ly  level,  had  been  detached  by  the 
earthquake,  and  tranfplanted,  the 
trees  fiill  remaining  in  their  places, 
to  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  from 
their  firlf  fituations ;  and  that  from 
the  fpot  on  which  they  formerly 
flood  hot  water  had  fprung  up  to  a 
confiderable  height,  mixed  with 
fand  of  a  ferruginous  nature  ;  that 
near  this  place  alfo  fome  country¬ 
men  and  ihepherds  had  been  fwal- 
lowed  up  with  their  teams  of  oxen 
and  their  flocks  of  goats  and  flleep ; 


in  fhort,  that  beginning  from  the 
city  of  Ainantea,  fituated  on  the 
coafl  of  the  Tyrrene  fea  in  Calabria 
Citra,  and  going  along  the  weft- 
ward  coaft  to  Cape  Spartivento  in 
Calabria  Ultra,  and  then  up  the 
eaftern  coaft  as  far  as  the  Cape  d’A- 
3ice  (a  part  of  Calabria  Citra  on  the 
Ionian  fea),  there  is  not  a  town  or 
village,  either  on  the  coaft  or  land, 
but  what  is  either  totally  deftroyed, 
or  has  fuffered  more  orlefs,  amount¬ 
ing  in  all  to  near  four  hundred,  what 
are  called  here  paefes :  a  village 
containing  lefs  than  an  hundred  in¬ 
habitants  is  not  counted  as  a  paefe. 

“  The  greatefi  mortality  fell  upon 
thofe  towns  and  countries  fituated 
in  the  plain  on  the  weftern  fide  of 
the  mountains  Dejo,  Sacro,  and 
Caulone.  At  Cafal  Nuovo,  the 
princefs  Gerace,  and  upwards  of 
4000  of  the  inhabitants,  loft  their 
lives;  at  Bagnara,  the  number  of 
dead  amounts  to  3017;  Radieina 
and  Palmi  count  their  lofs  at  about 
3000  each ;  Terra-nuova  about 
1400;  Seminari  ftill  more.  The 
fum  total  of  the  mortality  in  both 
Calabrias  and  in  Sicily,  by  the  earth¬ 
quakes  alone,  according  to  the  re¬ 
turns  in  the  fecretary  of  ftate’s  of¬ 
fice  at  Naples,  is  32,367  ;  but  I 
have  good  reafon  to  believe  that, 
including  ftrangers,  the  number  of 
lives  loft  muft  have  been  confider- 
ably  greater :  40,000  at  leaft  may 
be  allowed,  and,  I  believe,  with¬ 
out  any  exaggeration. 

44  From  the  fame  office  Intelligence 
we  likewife  heard,  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Scilla,  on  the  firft  fliock  of 
the  earthquake,  3th  of  February, 
had  efcaped  from  their  houfes  on  the 
rock,  and,  following  the  example  of 
their  prince,  taken  fhelter  on  .  the 
fea-fhore  ;  but  that  in  the  night¬ 
time  the  fame  fhock,  which  had 
raifed  and  agitated  the  fea  fo  vio¬ 
lently,  and  done  fo  much  damage  on 
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the  point  of  the  Faro  of  Medina, 
had  acted  with  ftill  greater  violence 
there,  for  that  the  wave  (which  was 
reprefented  to  have  been  boiling  hot, 
and  that  many  people  had  been  icaid- 
ed  by  its  riling  to  a  great  height) 
went  furioufly  three  miles  inland, 
and  fwept  off  in  its  return  2473  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Scilla,  with  the 
prince  at  their  head,  who  were  at 
that  time  either  on  the  Scilla  brand, 
or  in  boats  near  the  (bore. 

44  All  accounts  agreed,  that  of  the 
number  of  fhoeks  which  have  been 
felt  fince  the  beginning  of  this  for- 
midable  earthquake,  amounting  to 
fome  hundreds,  the  moft  violent, 
and  of  the  longed  duration,  were 
thofe  of  3th  of  February  at  1 9ft 
(according  to  the  Italian  way  of 
counting  the  hours)  ;  of  the  6th  of 
February,  at  7  hours  in  the  night ; 
of  the  27th  of  February,  at  1  in 
the  morning’ :  of  the  fir  ft  of  March, 
at  8~  in  the  night  ;  and  that  ot  the 
28th  of  March,  at  \~  in  the  night. 
It  was  this  laft  fhock  that  a  ft  ceded 
moft  the  upper  part  of  Calabria  Ul¬ 
tra,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  Citra, 
an  authentic  defeription  of  which 
you  will  fee  hereafter,  in  a  letter 
which  I  received  from  the  marquis 
Jppolito,  an  accurate  obferver  re¬ 
filling  at  Catanzaro  in  the  Upper 
Calabria.  The  fir  ft  and  the  laft 
fhoeks  muft  have  been  tremendous 
indeed,  and  only  thefe  "two  were 
fenffbly  felt  in  this  capital. 

44  The  accounts  which  this  govern¬ 
ment  lias  received  from  the  province 
of  Cofenza.  are  lefs  melancholy 
than  thofe  horn  the  province  of  Ca¬ 
labria  Ultra.  From  Cape  Suvero 
to  the  Cape  of  Cetraro  on  the  weft- 
ern  cogft,  the  inland  countries,  as 
well  as  thole  on  the  coaft,  are  faid 
to  have  buffered  more  or  lei’s  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  proximity  to  the 
fuppofed  center  of  the  earthquakes; 
snd  it  has  been  conftantly  obferved, 


that  its  greateft  violence  has  been 
exerted,  and  ftill  continues  to  be  fo, 
on  the  welter n  fide  of  the  Appea¬ 
rs  mes,  precifely  the  celebrated  Sila 
of  the  ancient  Brutii,  and  that  all 
thofe  countries  fituated  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  Sila  had  felt  the  fhoeks 
of  the  earthquake,  but  without  hav¬ 
ing  received  any  damage  from  them. 
In  the  province  of  Cofenza  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  above  ico 
lives  loft,  in  the  laft  accounts  from 
the  moft  affii&ed  part  of  Calabria 
Ultra,  two  lingular  phenomena  are 
mentioned.  At  about  the  diftance 
of  three  miles  from  the  ruined  city 
of  Oppido,  there  was  a  hill  .(the 
foil  of  which  is  a  Tandy  clay)  about 
300  palms  high,  and  1300111  cir¬ 
cumference  at  its  bans.  It  was  faid, 
that  this  hill,  by  the  fhock  of  the 
rth  of  February,  jumped  to  the 
diftance  of  about  four  miles  from 
the  fpot  where  it  flood  into  a  plain 
called  the  Campo  di  Bafiano.  At 
the  fame  time  the  hill  on  which  the 
town  of  Oppido  flood.,  which  ex¬ 
tended  about  three  miles,  divided  in 
two,  and  as  its  fit  nation  was  between 
two  rivers,  its  ruins  filled  up  the  val¬ 
ley,  and  flopped  the  courfeof  thofe 
rivers  :  two  great  lakes  are  already 
formed,  and  are  daily  increafmg, 
which  lakes,  if  means  are  not  found 
to  drain  them,  and  give  the  rivers 
their  due  courfe,  in  a  fhort  time 
mull  infedt  the  ai  r  greatly. 

44  From  Sicily  the  accounts  of  the 
moft  ferious  nature  were  t>  e  of 
the  deftrudtion  of  .the  greateft  part 
of  the  noble  city  of  Medina,  by  the 
fhock  of  the  5th  of  February,  and 
of  the  remaining  parts  by  the  fub- 
fequent  ones;  — that  the  kay  in  the 
port  had  funk  confiderably,  and  was 
in  fome  places  a  palm  and  an  half 
under  water  ;  —  that  the  fuperb 
building,  called  the  Palazzata,  which 
gave  the  port  a.  more  magnificent  ap¬ 
pearance  than  any  port  in  Europe 

can 
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can  boaftof,  bad  been  entirely  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  —  that  the  Lazaret  had  been 
greatly  damaged ;  but  that  the  ci¬ 
tadel  had  inhered  little  ; —  that  the 
mother  church  had  fallen  ;  in  Ihorr, 
that  Medina  was  no  more; — that 
she  tower  at  the  point  of  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Faro  was  halt  dell  rov¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  the  fame  hot  wave, 
that  had  done  fuch  mifehief  at  Scil- 
la,  had  patted  over  the  point  of  land 
at  the  Faro,  and  carried  off  about 
24  people.  The  viceroy  of  Sicily 
like  wife  gave  an  account  of  fome 
damage  done  by  the  earthquakes, 
but  nothing*  coniiderable,  at  Me- 
lazzo,  Patti,  Terra  di  Santa  Lucia, 
Cafiiio  Reale,  and  the  ifland  of  Li- 
parL 

u  This,  Sir,  was  the  intelligence  I 
was  polTefTed  of  the  end  of  lail 
month  ;  but  as  I  am  particularly  cu¬ 
rious,  as  you  know,  on  the  1  object 
of  volcanoes,  and  was  per  loaded  in 
my  own  mind  (from  the  prefect 
earthquakes  being*  confined  to  one 
ipot)  that  fome  great  chemical  ope¬ 
ration  of  nature  or  the  volcanic 
fort  was  the  re(al  caufe  of  them  ;  in 
order  to  clear  up  many  points,  and 
to  come  at  truth,  which  you  alfo 
well  know,  bin,  is  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult,  I  took  the  fudden  refolution 
to  employ  about  twenty  days  (which 
was  as  much  as  I  could  allow,  and 
have  time  to  be  out  of  Italy,  in  my 
way  home,  before  the  heats  fet  in) 
in  making  the  tour  of  luch  parts  of 
Calabria  Ultra  and  Sicily  as  had 
been,  and  were  hill,  molt  affedled 
by  thq  earthquakes,  and  examining* 
With  my  own  eyes  the  phenomena 
above  mentioned.  I  accordingly 
hired  for  that  purpofe  a  Maltefe 
fperonara  for  myfelf,  and  a  Neapo¬ 
litan  felucca  for  my  fervants,  and 
left  Naples  the  2d  of  May.  I  was 
furnifhed,  by  command  of  his  Sici¬ 
lian  majefly,  with  ample  paffports, 
and  orders  to  the  co reminding  offi¬ 


cers  of  the  different  provinces  to  give 
meevery  affilfance  and  protection  in 
the  purfuit  of  my  object!.  I  fad  a 
pleafant  voyage  in  my  Maltefe  ipe- 
ronara  (which  are  excellent  boats, 
and  the  boatmen  very  fkilful)  along 
the  coafl  of  the  Pfincipato  Citra  and 
Calabria  :Citra,  after  having  palled 
the  gulf  of  Policaftro.  At  Cedraro 
i  found  the  frit  fy  nip  toms  of  the 
earthquake,  fome  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  that  city  having  quit¬ 
ted  their  houfes,  and  living  in  new 
eredted  barracks,  though  not  a  houfe 
in  the  whole  town,  as  I  could  fee, 
had  fuffered.  At  St.  Lucido  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  baron51  s  palace  and 
the  church  fteeple  had  fuffered,  and 
that  moff  of  the  inhabitants  were  in 
barracks.  The  barracks  are  i uft  fuch 
fort  of  buildings  as  the  booths  of  our 
country  fairs;  though  indeed  many 
I  have  feen  are  more  like  our  pig- 
fly  es.  As  my  objedt  was  to  get  as 
faff  as  poffible  to  the  center  of  the 
mifehief,  having  little  time,  and 
much  to  lee,  I  contented  myfelf 
with  a  diflan  t  view  of  Maid  a,  Ni- 
caflro,  and  Santo  Eufemia,  and 
pufhed  on  to  the  town  of  Pizzo  in 
Calabria  Ultra,  where  I  landed  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th  of  May. 
This  town,  fituated  on  the  fea,  and 
on  a  volcanic  tuffa,  had  been  great¬ 
ly  damaged  by  the  earthquake  of 
the  $th  of  February,  but  was  com¬ 
pletely  ruined  by  that  of  the  28th 
of  March.  As  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  (amounting  to  about  $000) 
had  fufficient  warning,  and  had  left 
their  houfes,  and  taken  to  barracks 
on  the  firil  fliock  the  $th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  the  mortality  on  the  28th  of 
March  was  inconliderable  ;  but, 
from  the  barracks  having  been  i  11- 
conftrudled,  and  many  fituated  in  a 
very  confined  unwholefome  fpor,  an 
epidemical  diforderhad  taken  place, 
and* carried  off  many,  and  was  ftiii 
in  fatal  force  win  11!  I  was  there,  in 
1  fpite 
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fpite  of  the  wife  endeavours  of  go¬ 
vernment  to  flop  its  progreis.  I 
fear,  as  the  heats  increase,  the  fame 
misfortune  will  attend  many  parts 
oi  the  unfortunate  Calabria,  as  al!o 
the  city  of  Medina.  The  inhabi- 
rants  of  Pizzo  feemed  to  me  to  have 
habituated  themfelves  a1  ready  to 
their  prefent  inconvenient  manner  of 
living,  and  (hops  or  every  kind 
were  opened  in  the  ftreers  ot  the 
barracks,  which,  except  forne  tew, 
are  but  poorly  con  it  rubied.  I  was 
allured  here,  that  the  volcano  of 
Stromboli,  which  is  opposite,  and 
in  full  view  of,  this  town,  and  at 
the  diflanee  of  about  fifty  miles, 
had  fmoked  lets,  and  thrown  up  a 
lei's  quanti  y  of  inflamed  matter 
during  the  earthquakes  than  it  had 
done  for  fome  years  pall ;  that  flight 
(hocks  continued  to  be  felt  daily  ; 
and  the  night  I  ilept  here,  on  board 
the  fperonara  drawn  on  fl lore,  I  was 
awakened  with  a  fmart  one,  which 
feemed  to  lift  up  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  but  it  was  not  attended  with 
.-my  fubterraneous  noife.  My  fer¬ 
vent?,  in  the  other  boat,  felt  the 
fame.  The  next  day  I  ordered  my 
boats  to  proceed  to  Reggio,  and  I 
went  on  horfeback  to  Monteleone, 
about  fix  miles  from  Pizzo,  uphill, 
on  a  road  of  loofe  ft  ones  and  clay, 
fcarcely  paflable  in  this  feafon,  but 
through  the  mod  beautiful  and  fer¬ 
tile  country  i  ever  beheld  :  a  per¬ 
il  t  garden  of  olive-trees,  mulberry- 
trees,  fruit-trees,  and  vines  ;  and 
under  thefe  trees  the  i  icheit  crops  of 
corn  or  lupins,  beans  or  other  vege¬ 
tables.  which  feemed  to  thrive  per¬ 
fectly,  through  under  a  thick  fliade. 
This  is  the  file  of  the  whole  plain 
of  Monteleone,  except  that  here 
and  there  are  vafl  woods  of  oak  and 
olive-trees  mixed,  and  the  olive- 
trees  of  fuch  a  flze  as  I  could  never 
have  conceived,  being  half  as  big  as 
-he  oaks  themfelves,  which  are  fine 
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timber-trees,  and  more  than  treble 
the  flze  of  the  olive-trees  of  tics 
Campagna  Felice.  The  olive  woods, 
in  forne  parts  of  the  plain,  are  regu¬ 
larly  planted  in  lines,  and  in  others 
grow  irregularly.  Though  the  ©h- 
jetfl  of  my  prefent  journey  was  mere¬ 
ly  to  rake  a  ha  fly  view  of  the  fpota 
which  had  fuffered  fo  much  by  the. 
calamity,  my  attention  was  conti¬ 
nually  called  away,  and  I  was  loll 
in  the  admiration  of  the  fertility 
and  beauty  of  this  rich  province* 
exceeding  by  many  degrees  (as  to  the 
firfl  point)  every  country  I  have 
yet  feen.  Befides  the  two  rich  pro¬ 
ducts  of  lilk  and  oil,  in  which  this 
province  furpafies  every  other,  per¬ 
haps,  in  the  whole  world,  It  abounds 
with  corn,  wine,  cotton,  liquorice, 
fruit,  and  vegetables  of  every  kind  ; 
and  if  its  population  and  induftry 
kept  peace  with  its  fertility,  the  re¬ 
venue  of  Calabria  Ultra  might  hirer 
ly  be  more  than  doubled  in  a  fnort 
time.  I  faw  whole  groves  of  mul¬ 
berry-trees,  the  owners  of  which, 
told  me,  did  not  let  for  more  thaa 
five  (hillings  an  acre,  when  every 
acre  would  be  worth  at  leaft  five 
pounds,  had  they  hands  to  gather 
the  leaves  and  attend  the  fiik-worms. 
The  town  of  Mon  ie  leone,  anciently 
Vibo  Valentia,  is  beautifully  fitu- 
ated  on  a  hill,  overlooking  the  feat 
and  the  rich  plains  above  mentioned, 
bounded  by  the  Apennines,  and 
crowned  by  Afpramonte,  the  high- 
eft  oi  them  all,  mterfperfed  with 
towns  and  villages,  which,  alas ! 
are  no  more  than  heaps  of  ruins. 
The  town  of  Monteleone  fuffered 
little  by  the  firff  (hocks  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  ;  but  was  greatly  damaged 
by  that  of  the  28th  of  March 
(though  only  twelve  lives  were  lofl), 
and  all  the  inhabitants  are  reduced 
to  live  in  barracks,  many  of  which 
are  well  conflrudted  with  either 
planks  or  reeds,  covered  with  plaif- 

1  ter 
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ter  on  the  outfide.  As  this  country 
has  ever  been  1  ubjedt  to  earthquakes, 
the  barons  had  uiuaiJv  a  barrack  near 

J 

their  palace,  to  retire  to,  on  the  lead 
alarm  of  an  earthquake.  I  inha¬ 
bited  here  a  magnificent  one,  con¬ 
fiding-  of  nianv  rooms  well  furnifh- 
ed,  which  was  built  by  the  prefent 
duke  of  Monteleene’s  grand-father. 

I  owe  the  fafety  and  the  expedition 
of  the  very  intereding  journey  which 
I  have  taken  through  this  province 
to  this  duke’s  goodnefs,  as  he  was 
p  leafed  at  Naples  to  fur  nidi  me  with 
fi  letter  to  his  agent  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  I  was  not  only  mod  hof- 
pitably  and  elegantly  treated  in  his 
barrack,  and  Applied  with  excellent 
fure-footed  hordes  for  myfelf  and 
fervant,  blit  alfo  with  two  ol  his 
horfe-guards,  well  acquainted  with 
the  crofs  roads  of  the  country,  with¬ 
out  which  it  would  have  been  im- 
poiiibie,  with  any  degree  of  fafety, 
to  have  vilited  every  curious  fpot  be¬ 
tween  Monteleone  and  Reggio,  as  I 
did,  in  four  days.  No  one,  that 
has  not  had  the  experience,  can  con¬ 
ceive  the  horrid  date  of  the  roads  in 
Calabria,  even  in  this  feafon,  nor 
the  fuperior  excellence  of  the  horfes 
of  the  country.  All  agreed  here 
that  every  fhock  of  the  earthquake 
feemed  to  come  with  a  rumbling 
lioife  from  the  wedward,  beginning 
ufually  with  the  horizontal  motion, 
and  ending  with  the  vorticofe,  which 
is  the  motion  that  has  ruined  mod 
of  the  buildings  in  this  province. 
The  fame  obfervation  I  found  to  be 
a  general  one  throughout  this  pro¬ 
vince.  I  found  it  a  general  obfer¬ 
vation  alfo,  that  before  a  fhock  of 
an  earthquake,  the  clouds  feemed  to 
be  fixed  and  motionlefs ;  and  that 
immediately  after  a  heavy  dower  of 
rain,  a  fhock  quickly  followed.  I 
fpoke  with  many  here  and  elfewhere, 
who  were  thrown  down  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  forne  of  the  (hocks ;  and 


feveral  peafants  in  the  country  told 
me,  that  the  moth/n  of  the  earth  was 
fo  violent,  that  the  heads  of  the 
larged  trees-  aimed  touched  the 
ground  from  fide  to  fide  ;  that  dur¬ 
ing  a  dock,  oxen  and  horfes  extend¬ 
ed  their  lees  wide  afunder  not  to  be 
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thrown  down,  and  that  they  gave 
evident  figns  of  being  fenfibie  of  the 
approach  of  each  fiiock.  I  myfelf  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  the  parts  that  have 
buffered  moll:  by  the  earthquakes, 
the  braying  of  an  afs,  the  neighing 
of  a  horfe,  or  the  cackling  of  a  goofs, 
always  drove  people  out  of  their  bar¬ 
racks,  and  was  the  occafion  of  many 
pater-noders  and  .ave-maries  being 
repeated  in  expectation  of  a  dock. 
From  Monteleone  I  defeended  into 
the  plain,  having  pafied  through 
raanv  towns  and  villages  which  had 
been  more  or  lefs  ruined  according 
to  their  vicinity  to  the  plain.  The 
town  of  Mileto,  fituated  in  a  bot¬ 
tom,  I  faw  was  totally  dedroyed, 
and  not  a  houfe  danding.  At  fome 
didance  I  faw  Soriano  and  the  noble 
Dominican  convent  aheap  of  ruins  ; 
but  as  my  object  was  not  to  vifit 
ruins,  but  the  greater  phenomena 
produced  by  the  earthquakes,  I 
went  on  to  Rofarno.  I  mud,  how¬ 
ever,  fird  mention  the  mod  remark¬ 
able  indance  I  met  with  of  animals 
being  able  to  live  long  without  food, 
of  which  there  have  been  many  ex¬ 
amples  during*  thefe  prefent  earth¬ 
quakes.  At  Soriano  two  fattened 
hogs,  that  had  remained  buried  un¬ 
der  a  heap  of  ruins,  were  taken  out 
alive  the  forty-dcond  day  ;  they 
were  lean  and  weak,  but  foon  re¬ 
covered.  One  of  his  Sicilian  ma- 
jedy’s  engineers,  who  was  prefent 
at  the  taking  them  out,  gave  me  this 
information.  It  was  evident  to  me, 
in  this  day’s  journey,  that  all  habi¬ 
tations  fituated  on  high  grounds,  th® 
foil  of  which  is  a  gritty  fand-ftone* 
fomewhat  like  a  granite,  but  with¬ 
out 
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©tit  the  confidence,  had  fuSered  lefs  former  level,  the  rivers  mu  ft  natu- 


than  thofe  fituated  in  the  plain, 
which  are  univerfally  levelled  to  the 
ground.  The  foil  of  the  plain  is  a 
fandy  clay,  white,  red,  or  brown  ; 
but  the  white  prevails  moll,  and  is 
full  of  marine  {hells,  particularly 
fcollop  {hells.  This  valley  of  clay 
is  interfered  in  many  parts  by  rivers 
and  torrents  coming  from  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which  have  produced  wide 
and  deep  ravines  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  Soon  after  we  had  palled 
through  the  ruined  town  of  St.  Pie¬ 
tro,  we  had  a  diftantview  of  Sicily, 
and  the  fummit  of  Mount  Etna, 
which  fmoked  confiderably.  juft 
berore  we  arrived  at  Rofarno,  near  a 
ford  of  the  river  Mamella  we  palled 
over  a  iwampy  plain,  in  many  parts 
of  which  I  was  {hewn  fmall  hollows 
in  the  earth,  of  the  lhape  of  an  in¬ 
verted  cone  :  they  were  covered  with 
fand,  as  was  the  foil  near  them.  I 
was  told  that,  during  the  earthquake 
of  the  3  th  of  February,  from  each 
of  thefe  fpots  a  fountain  of  water 
mixed  wi'tqthe  fand  had  been  driven 
up  to  a  confiderable  height.  1  fpoke 
to  a  peafant  here,  who  was  prefen  r, 
and  was  covered  with  the  water  and 
fand  ;  but  allured  me,  that  it  was 
not  hot,  as  had  been  represented. 
Before  this  appearance,  he  faid,  the 
river  was  dry  ;  but  foon  after  re¬ 
turned  and  overflowed  its  banks.  I 
afterwards  found,  that  the  fame  phe¬ 
nomenon  had  been  conftant  with  re- 
fpeeft  to  all  other  rivers  in  the  plain 
during  the  formidable  {hock  of  the 
yth  of  Febs  -ary.  I  think  this  phe¬ 
nomenon  is  evilly  explained,  by  fup- 
pofing  the  firft  Impuife  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  to  have  come  from  the  bottom 
upwards,  which  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  plain  attefi  to  be  fadt ;  the 
furface  of  the  plain  fuddenly  riling, 
the  rivers,  which  are  not  deep, 
would  naturally  difappear,  and  the 
plain,  returning  with  violence  to  its 


rally  have  returned,  and  overflowed, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  fudden  de- 
preflipn  of  the  boggy  grounds  would 
as  naturally  force  out  the  water  that 
lay  hid  under  their  furface.  I  ob- 
ferved  in  the  other  parts  where  this 
fort  of  phenomenon  had  been  exhi¬ 
bited,  that  the  gronnd  was  always 
low  and  rufhy.  Between  this  place 
and  Rofarno  we  palled  the  river  Mef- 
fano  or  Metauro  (which  is  near  the 
town  above  mentioned)  on  a  ftrong 
timber  bridge, 700  palms  long,  which 
had  been  lately  built  by  the  duke  of 
Monteleone,  From  the  cracks  made 
on  the  banks  and  in  the  bed  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  by  the  earthquake,  it  was  quite  fe- 
pa rated  in  one  part,  and  the  level  on 
which  the  piers  were  placed  having" 
been  varioufly  altered,  the  bridge 
has  taken  an  undulated  form,  and 
the  rail  on  each  fide  is  curiouily  fcol- 
loped  ;  but  tfte  parts  that  were  fepa- 
rated  having  been  joined  again,  it  is 
now  paflable.  The  duke’s  bridge- 
man  told  me  alio,  that  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  earthquake,  this  great 
river  was  perfectly  dry  for  fome  fe- 
conds,  and  then  returned  with  vio¬ 
lence,  and  overflowed  ;  and  that  tfie 
bridge  undulated  in  a  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner.  When  I  mention  A© 
earthquake  in  the  plain,  it  muft  be 
always  under, flood  the  nr.il  fnock  of 
the  5  th  of  February,  which  was  by 
far  the  rnofl  terrible,  and  was  the 
one  that  did  the  whole  mifehief  in 
the  plain,  without  having  given  any 
previous  notice.  The  town  of  Ro- 
faruo,  with  the  duke  of  Mo  me  le¬ 
one’s  palace  there,  was  entirely  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  walls  remained  about 
fix  feet  high,  and  are  now  fitting  up 
as  barracks.  The  mortality  here  did 
not  much  exceed  200  out  of  near 
3000.  It  had  been  remarked  at  Ro¬ 
farno,  and  the  fame  remark  has  been 
confiatitly  repeated  to  me  in  every 
ruined  town  that  i  have  yifited,  that 
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the  male  dead  were  generally  found 
under  the  ruins  in  the  attitude  of 
furuggling  againft  the  danger  ;  but 
that  the  female  attitude  was  ufually 
with  hands  clafped  over  their  heads, 
as  giving  themfelves  up  to  defpair, 
unlefs  they  had  children  near  them 
in  which  cafe  they  were  always 
found  clafping  the  children  in  their 
arms,  or  in  fome  attitude  which  in¬ 
dicated  their  anxious  care  to  protect 
them  ;  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the  ma¬ 
ternal  tendernefs  of  the  fex  !  The 
only  building  that  remained  unhurt 
at  Rofarno  was  a  ftrong  built  town 
gaol,  in  which  were  three  notorious 
■villains,  who  would  probably  have 
loft  their  lives  had  they  been  at  li¬ 
berty*  After  having  dined  in  a  bar¬ 
rack,  the  owner  of  which  had  loft 
five  of  his  family  by  the  earthquake, 
I  proceeded  to  Laureana,  often  croift 
ling  the  wide  extended  bed  of  the 
river  Metauro.  The  environs  of 
Laureana,  which  ftands  on  aii  ele¬ 
vation,  is  the  garden  of  Eden  itfelf ; 
nothing  I  ever  faw  can  be  compared 

D  * 

to  Jit.  The  town  is  confiderable  ; 
but  as  the  earthquake  did  not  come 
pn  fuddenly,  as  in  the  plain,  not  a 
life  was  loft  there  ;  but  from  a  fick- 
nefs,  occafioned  by  hardfnips  and 
fright,  .52  have  died  lince.  I  lodged 
an  the  barracks  of  a  fenlTble  gentle¬ 
man  of  Mileto,  Don  Domenico  Ac- 
quanetta,  who  is  a  principal  propri¬ 
etor  of  this  town.  He  attended  me 
the  next  day  to  the  two  tenements, 
called  the  Macini  and  Vaticano, 
mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this 
letter,  and  which  were  laid  to  have 
changed  their  fituation  by  the  earth¬ 
quake.  The  faff  is  true,  and  eafily 
accounted  for.  Thefe  tenements 
were  lituated  in  a  valley  fur  rounded 
by  high  grounds,  and  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  which  has  been  removed, 
had  been  probably  long  undermined 
by  little  rivulets,  which  come  from 
the  mountains,  and  now  are  in  full 


view  on  the  bare  fpot  the  tenements 
had  deferted.  Thefe  rivulets  have 
a  fufficiently  rapid  courfe  down  the 
valley,  to  prove  its  not  being  a  per¬ 
fect  level  as  was  reprefented.  I  flip- 
pofethe  earthquake  to  have  opened 
fome  depofitions  of  rain-water,  in  the 
clay  hills  which  furround  the  valley, 
which  water,  mixed  with  the  loofe 
foil,  taking  its  courfe  fuddenly 
through  the  undermined  furface, 
lifting  it  up  with  the  large  olive  and 
mulberry-trees,  and  a  thatched  cot¬ 
tage,  floated  the  entire  piece  of 
ground,  with  all  its  vegetation, 
about  a  mile  dowiithe  vallev,  where 
it  now  ftands,  with  moft  of  the  trees 
ereff.  Thefe  two  tenements  may 
be  about  a  mile  long,  and  half  a  mile 
broad.  I  was  fhewn  feveral  deep 
cracks  in  this  neighbourhood,  not 
one  above  a  foot  in  breadth  ;  but 
which,  I  was  credibly  allured,  had 
opened  wide  during  the  earthquake, 
and  fwallowed  up  an  ox,  and  near 
an  hundred  goats,  but  no  country¬ 
men,  as  was  reported.  In  the  val¬ 
ley  above  mentioned  I  faw  the  fame 
fort  of  hollows  in  the  form  of  invert¬ 
ed  cones,  out  of  which,  I  was  aft 
fured,  that  hot  water  and  fand  had 
been  emitted  with  violence  during 
the  earthquakes  as  at  Rofarno  ;  but 
I  could  not  find  any  one  who  could 
pofitively  affirm  that  the  water  had 
been  really  hot,  although  the  re¬ 
ports  which  government  received  af¬ 
firm  it.  Some  of  the  fand  thrown 
out  here  with  the  water  has  a  ferrugi¬ 
nous  appearance,  and  feems  to  have 
been  acted  upon  by  fire.  I  was  told, 
that  it  had  alfo,  when  freffi,  a  ftrong 
fmell  of  fulphttr,  but  I  could  hot 
perceive  it. 

44  From  hence  I  went  through 
the  fame  delightful  country  to  the 
town  of  Poliftene.  To  pafs  through, 
fo  rich  a  country,  and  not  fee  a  (in¬ 
gle  houfe  ftanding  on  it,  is  moft  me* 
indeed  ;  wherever  a  houfe 
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flood,  there  you  fee  a  heap  of  ruins, 
and  a  poor  barrack,  with  two  or 
three  miferable  mourning  figures  fit¬ 
ting  at  the  door,  and  here  and  there 
a  maimed  man,  woman,  or  child, 
•crawling  upon  crutches.  Inftead  of 
a  town,  you  fee  a  confufed  heap  of 
ruins,  and  roundabout  them  a  num¬ 
ber  of  poor  huts  or  barracks,  and  a 
larger  one  to  ferve  as  a  church,  with 
the  church  bells  hanging  upon  a 
fort  of  low  gibbet ;  every  inhabitant 
With  a  doleful  countenance,  and 
wearing  fome  token  of  having  loft  a 
parent. 

44  I  travelled  four  days  in  the  plain, 
in  the  midftof  fueh  mifery  as  cannot 
be  defcribed.  The  force  of  the 
earthquake  was  fo  great  there,  that 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
Were  burled  alive  or  dead  under  the 
ruins  of  their  houfes  in  an  infant. 
The  town  of  Poliftene  was  large, 
but  ill  fituated  between  two  rivers, 
i'ubjedt  to  overflow.  Two  thoufarid 
One  hundred,  oiit  of  about  fix  thou- 
land,  loft  their  lives  here  the  fatal 
ijth  of  February.  The  marquis  St. 
Giofgto,  the  baron  of  this  country, 
Whom  I  found  here,  was  well  em¬ 
ployed  in  ailifting  his  tenants.  He 
had  caufed  the  ftreets  of  his  ruined 
fown  to  be  cleared  of  rubbifh,  arid 
had  ereefted  barracks  on  a  healthy 
{pot  near  it,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
fubje&s,  and  on  a  good  plan.  He 
had  aifo  conftrudted  barracks  of  a 
larger  fize  for  the  (ilk  worms,  which 
I  found  already  at  work  in  them. 
This  prince’s  activity  and  generality 
is  molt  prai  fe- worthy  $  and,  as  far  as 
J  have  feen  hitherto,  lie  is  without 
a  rival.  I  obferved,  that  the  town 
of  St.  Georg io,  on  a  hill  about  two 
miles  from  Poliftene,  though  ren- 
ttered  uninhabitable,  was  by  ho 
means  levelled  like  the  towns  in  the 
plain.  7'here  v/as  a  nunnery  at  Po¬ 
liftene  ;  being  curious  to  fee  the 
ruins  that  e  leaped,  1  a  Iked  the  mar- 
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quis  to  {hew  me  their  barracks  ;  but, 
it  feems,  only  one  out  of  twenty* 
three  had  been  dug  out  of  her  cell 
alive,  and  {he  was  fourfeore  years  of 
age.  After  having  dined  with  the 
marquis  in  his  humble  barrack,  near 
the  ruins  of  his  very  magnificent 
palace,  1  went  through  a  fine  wood 
of  olive,  and  another  of  chefnut- 
trees,  to  Cafal  Nuovo,  and  wasi 
fiiewn  the  fpot  on  which  flood  the 
houfe  of  my  unfortunate  friend  the 
princefs  Gerace  Grimaldi,  who, 
with  more  than  four  thoufand  of 
her  fubjedfs  loft  her  life  by  the  fud* 
den  explofion  of  the  ^th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  (for  fo  it  appears  to  have 
been),  that  reduced  this  town  to 
atoms,  I  was  told  by  fome  here, 
who  had  been  dug  out  ot  the  ruinsP 
that  they  felt  their  houfes  fairly 
lifted  up,  without  having  had  the 
leaft  previous  notice.  In  other 
towns  fome  walls  and  parts  of  houfes 
are  .ftaiiaing  ;  but  here  you  neither 
diftinguifli  ftreet  or  houfe  ;  all  lie 
in  one  confufed  heap  of  ruins.  An 
inhabitant  of  Cafal  Nuovo  told  me, 
he  was  on  a  hill  at  the  moment  of 
the  earthquake,  overlooking  the 
plain,  when  feeling  the  fhock,  and 
turning  towards  the  plaih,  inftead-, 
of  the  town,  he  faw  in  the  place  of 
it  a  thick  cloud  of  white  duft  like 
fmoke,  the  natural  effeift  of  the 
crufldng  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
mortar  living-  off. 

‘4  From  hence  I  went  through  the 
towns  of  Caftellace  and  Milicufcp 
(both  in  the  fame  condition  as  Cafal 
Nuovo),  to  Terra  Nuova,  fituated 
in  the  fame  lovely  plain,  between 
two  rivers,  which,  with  the  torrents 
from  the  mountains,  have,  in  the 
collide  of  ages,  cut  deep  and  wide 
chafrns  in  the  foft  fandy  clay  foil  of 
which  the  whole  plain  is  compofed. 
At  Terra  Nuova  the ’ravine,  or 
chafm,  is  not  lefs  than  500  feet 
deep,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
/  broad? 
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broad.  What  caufes  a  confufion  in 
all  the  accounts  of  the  phenomena 
produced  by  this  earthquake  in  the 
plain,  is  the  not  having  fufficiently 
explained  the  nature  of  the  foil  and 
fituation.  They  tell  you,  that  a 
town  has  been  thrown  a  mile  from 
the  place  where  it  flood,  without 
fnentioning  a  word  of  a  ravine;  that 
woods  and  corn-fields  had  been  re¬ 
moved  in  the  fame  manner,  when 
in  truth  it  is  but  upon  a  large  fcaie, 
what  we  fee  every  day  upon  a 
fmaller,  when  pieces  of  the  fides  of 
hollow  ways,  having  been  under¬ 
mined  by  rain  waters,  are  detached 
into  the  bottom  by  their  own  weight. 
Here,  from  the  great  depth  of  the 
ravine,  and  the  violent  motion  of 
the  earth,  two  huge  portions  of  the 
earth,  on  which  a  great  part  of  the 
town  flood,  confiding  of  feme  hun¬ 
dreds  of  houfes,  were  detached  into 
the  ravine,  and  nearly  acrofs  it,  a- 
bout  half  a  mile  from  the  place 
where  they  flood  ;  and  what  is  moft 
extraordinary,  feveral  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thofe  houfes,  who  had 
taken  this  lingular  leap  in  them, 
were  neverthelefs  dug  out  alive,  and 
feme  unhurt,  I  fpoke  to  one  my- 
felf  who  had  taken  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  journey  in  his  houfe,  with  his 
wife  and  a  maid -ferv ant  :  neither  he 
nor  his  maid-fervant  were  hurt;  but 
he  told  me,  his  wife  had  been  a  lit¬ 
tle  hurt,  but  was  now  nearly  reco¬ 
vered.  I  happened  to  afk  him, 
what  hurt  his  wife  had  received  ? 
His  anfvver,  though  of  a  very  feri- 
ous  nature,  will  neverthelefs,  I  am 
fere,  make  you  fm ile,  Sir,  as  it  did 
fee.  He  faid,  fee  had  both  her  legs 
.■and  one  arm  broken,  and  that  fee 
had  a  fradlure  on  her  fkull,  fo  that 
arise  brain  was  viftble.  It  appears  to 
me,  that  the  Calabreii  have  more 
:fi  mine  Is  than  the  Neapolitans  ;  and 
they  really  feem  to  bear  their  ex- 
ceffive  prefent  misfortune  with  a 


true  philofophic  patience.  Of  1600 
inhabitants  at  Terra  N 11  ova,  only 
400  efcaped  alive.  My  guide  there, 
who  was  a  priefl  and  phyficiah,  had 
been  {hut  up  in  the  ruins  of  his 
houfe  by  the  fir  if  feock  of  the  earth¬ 
quake,  and  was  blown  out  of  it,  and 
delivered  by  the  fucceeding  feock, 
which  followed  the  fell  immedi¬ 
ately.  There  are  many  weil-at- 
tefled  inflances  of  the  fame  having 
happened  ellewhere  in  Calabria.  In 
other  parts  of  the  plain  iituated  near 
the  ravine,  and  near  the  town  of 
Terra  Nuova,  I  faw  many  acres  of 
land  with  trees  and  corn-fields  that 
had  been  detached  into  the  ravine, 
and  often  without  having  been  over- 
turned,  fo  that  the  trees  and  crops 
were  growing  as  well  as  if  they  had 
been  planted  there.  Other  fuch 
pieces  were  lying  in  the  bottom,  in 
an  inclined  fituation ;  and  others 
again  that  had  been  quite  Over¬ 
turned.  In  one  place,  two  of  thefe 
inimenfe  pieces  of  land  having  been 
detached  oppofite  to  one  another, 
had  filled  the  vall.ey,  and  flopped  the 
courfe  of  the  river,  the  waters  of 
which  were  forming  a  great  lake  % 
and  this  is  the  true  fcate  of  what  the 
accounts  mention  of  mountains  that 
had  walked,  and  joined  together, 
flopped  the  courfe  of  the  river,  and 
formed  a  lake.  At  the  moment  of 
the  earthquake  the  river  difappeared 
here,  as  at  Rofarno,  and  returning 
foon  after,  overflowed  the  bottom 
of  the  ravine  about  three  feet  in 
depth,  fo  that  the  poor  people  that 
had  been  thrown  with  their  houfes 
into  the  ravine  from  the  top  of  it, 
and  had  efcaped  with  broken  bones, 
were  nowin  danger  of  being  drown¬ 
ed.  I  was  afeured,  that  the  water 
was  fait,  like  that  of  the  fea  ;  but 
this  circumflance  feems  to  want  con¬ 
firmation.'  The  fame  reafon  I  have 
given  for  the  fudden  disappearing  of 
fee  river  Metauro  at  Rofarno  will 
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account  for  the  like  phenomenon 
here,  and  in  every  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  where  the  rivers  dried  up  at  the 
moment  of  the  earthquake  The 
whole  town  of  Mollochi  di  Sotto 
near  Terra  Nuova,  was  likewife  de¬ 
tached  into  the  ravine,  and  a  vine¬ 
yard  of  many  acres  near  it  lies  in 
the  bottom  of  the  ravine  as  I  law 
in  perfect  order,  but  in  an  inclined 
fit  nation :  there  is  a  footpath  through 
this  vineyard,  which  has  a  lingular 
effedt,  conhdering  its  prefent  im¬ 
practicable  fituation.  Some  water¬ 
mills,  that  were  on  the  river,  hav¬ 
ing  been  jammed  between  two  fuch 
detached  pieces  as  above  deferibed, 
were  lifted  up  by  them,  and  are 
now  feen  on  an  elevated  fituation, 
many  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ri¬ 
ver,  Without  the  proper  explana¬ 
tions  it  is  no  wonder  that  fuch  fafts 
fhould  appear  miraculous.  Ioblerved 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  plain,  that  the 
foil  with  timber  trees  and  crops  of 
corn,  confiding  of  many  acres,  had 
funk  eight  and  ten  feet  below  the  le¬ 
vel  of  the  plain:  and  in  others  apain  I 
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perceived  it.  had  rifen  as  many.  It 
is  necefiary  to  remember,  that  the 
foil  of  the  plain  is  a  clay  mixed  with 
fand,  which  is  eafily  moulded  into 
any  fhape.  in  the  plain,  near  the 
fpots  from  whence  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  pieces  had  been  detached  into 
the  ravine,  there  were  feveral  pa¬ 
rallel  cracks,  fo  that  had  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  fliocks  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  continued,  thefe  pieces  alfo 
would  have  probably  followed.  I 
remarked  con  dandy  in  all  my  jour¬ 
ney,  that  near  every  ravine,  or 
hollow  way,  the  parts  of  the  plain 
adjoining  were  full  of  large  parallel 
cracks.  The  earth  rocking  with 
violence  from  fide  to  fide,  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  fupport  on  one  fide  only,  ac¬ 
counts  well  for  .this  circumfiance. 
From  Terra  Nuova  I  went  to  Qp- 
pido.  This  city  is  fituated  on  a 


mountain  of  a  ferruginous  fort  of 
gritty  ftoiie,  unlike  the  clay  foil  of 
its  neighbourhood,  and  is  furround- 
ed  by  two  rivers  in  a  ravine  deeper 
and  broader  than  that  of  Terra 
Nuova.  Infiead  of  the  mountain 
011  which  Oppido  was  fituated  hav¬ 
ing  fplit  in  two,  and  by  its  fall  on 
the  rivers,  flopped  their  courfe  and. 
formed  great  lakes,  as  we  were  told  ; 
it  was  (as  at  Terra  Nuova)  huge 
pieces  of  the  plain  on  the  edge  of 
the  ravine,  that  had  been  detached 
into  it,  nearly  filled  it  up,  and  flop¬ 
ped  the  courfe  of  the  rivers,  the 
waters  of  which  are  now  forming 
two  great  lakes.  It  is  true,  that 
part  of  the  rock  on  which  Oppido 
flood  was  detached  with  feveral 
houfes  into  the  ravine  ;  but  that  is 
a  trifling  circumfiance  in  comparifon 
of  the  very  great  tradls  of  land,  with 
large  plantations  of  vines  and  olive- 
trees,  which  have  been  detached 
from  one  fide  of  the  ravine  clear 
over  to  the  other,  though  the  di- 
flance  is  more  than  half  a  mile.  It 
is  well  attefted,  that  a  countryman, 
who  was  ploughing  his  field  in  this 
neighbourhood  with  a  pair  of  oxen, 
was  tranfported  with  his  field  and 
team  clear  from  one  fide  of  a  ravine 
to  the  other,  and  that  neither  he  nor 
his  oxen  were  hurt.  After  what  I 
have  feen,  I  verily  believe  this  may 
have  happened.  A  large  volume 
might  be  compofed  of  the  curious 
fadts  and  accidents  of  this  kind  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  earthquakes  in  the 
valley  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  many  will 
be  recorded  in  the  account  of  the 
late  formidable  earthquakes,  which 
the  Academy  of  Naples  intend  to 
publifh,  the  prefident  having  al« 
ready  lent  into  Calabria  fifteen 
members,  with  draugbtfinen  in  pro¬ 
portion,  fo  collect  the  fadls,  and 
make  drawings  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  giving  a  farisfadtory  and  ample 
account  of  the  late  calamity  to  the 
I  2  public  ^ 
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public ;  but  unlefs  they  attend,  as 
J  did,  to  the  nature  of  the  foil  of 
the  local  where  thofe  accidents  hap¬ 
pened,  their  reports  will  generally 
meet  with  little  credit,  except  from 
thofe  who  are  profeffed  dilettanti  of 
miracles,  and  many  fuch  d©  cer¬ 
tainly  exift  in  this  country.  I  met 
with  a  remarkable  inftance  here  of 
the  degree  of  immediate  diftrefs  to 
which  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
of  the  delfroyed  towns  were  reduced. 
Don  Marcello  Griljo,  a  gentleman 
of  fortune,  and  of  great  landed 
property,  having  efcaped  from  his 
h.oule  at  Oppido,  which  was  de- 
ilroyed  by  the  earthquake,  and  his 
Jnoney  (no  lefs  than  twelve  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold)  having  been  buried 
under  the  ruins  of  it,  remained  fe¬ 
deral  days  without  food  or  fhelter 
during  heavy  rains,  and  was  obliged 
to  a  hermit  in  the  -neighbourhood 
for  the  loan  of  a  clean  fhirt.  Hav¬ 
ing  walked  over  the  ruins  of  Op¬ 
pido,  I  defcended  into  the  ravine, 
and  examined  carefully  the  whole 
of  it.  Here  I  law,  indeed,  the 
wonderful  force  of  the  earthquake, 
which  has  produced  exadtly  the  fame 
effedls  as  I  have  defcribed  in  the  ra¬ 
vine  of  Terra  Nuova,  but  on  a 
fcale  infinitely  greater.  The  enor- 
fnous  maffes  of  the  plain,  detached 
from  each  fide  of  the  ravine,  lye 
fometimes  in  confufed  heaps,  form¬ 
ing  real  mountains,  and  having 
flopped  the  cousfe  of  two  rivers  (one 
of  which  is  very  confiderable)  great 
lakes  are  already  formed,  and,  if 
aot  aftifted  by  nature  or  art,  fo  as  to 
give  the  rivers  their  due  courfc, 
mull  infallibly  be  the  caufe  of  a 
general  infection  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Sometimes  I  met  with  a  de¬ 
tached  piece  of  the  furface  of  the 
plain  (of  many  acres  in  extent)  with 
the  large  oaks  and  olive-trees,  with 
lupins  or  corn  . under  them,  grow¬ 
ing  as  well,  and  in  as  good  order  at 


the  bottom  of  the  ravine,  as  their 
companions,  from  whom  they  were 
feparated,  do  on  their  native  foil  iu 
the  plain,  at  leaf!  500  feet  higher, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile.  I  met  with 
whole  vineyards  in  the  fame  or¬ 
der  in  the  bottom,  that  had  like- 
wife  taken  the  fame  journey.  As 
the  banks  of  the  ravine,  from 
whence  thefe  pieces  came,  are  now 
bare  and  perpendicular,  I  perceiv¬ 
ed  that  the  upper  foil  was  a  red- 
difli  earth,  and  the  under  one  a 
Tandy  white  clay,  very  compadl,  and 
like  a  foft  flone  :  the  impulfe  thefe 
huge  maffes  received,  either  from 
the  violent  motion  of  the  earth  a- 
lone,  or  that  affiled  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  one  of  the  volcanic  exhala¬ 
tions  let  at  liberty,  Teems  to  have 
adted  with  greater  force  on  the  lower 
and  more  compact  ftratum  than  on 
the  upper  cultivated  cruft  :  for  I 
conirantly  obferved,  where  thefe 
cultivated  iflands  lay  (for  fo  they 
appeared  to  be  on  the  barren  bottom 
of  the  ravine)  the  under  ftratum  of 
compact  clay  had  been  driven  fome 
hundred  yards  farther,  and  lay  in 
confufed  blocks,  and,  as  I  obferved, 
many  of  thofe  blocks  were  of  a  cu¬ 
bical  form.  The  under  foil  having 
had  a  greater  impulfe,  and  leaving 
the  upper  in  its  flight,  naturally  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  order  in  which  the 
trees,  vineyards,  and  vegetation,  fell 
and  remain  at  prefent  in  the  bottom 
of  the  ravine.  This  curious  fadt,  I 
thought,  deferved  to  he  recorded, but 
is  it  not  ealily  defcribed  by  words. 
When  the  drawings  and  plans  of  the 
Academy  are  publilhed,  this  ac¬ 
count  (imperfedt  as  it  is)  may,  per¬ 
haps,  have  its  utility  :  had  my  time; 
permitted.,  I  would  certainly  have 
taken  a  draughtfman  with  me  into 
Calabria.  In  another  part  of  the 
bottom  of  the  ravine  there  is  a 
mountain  compofed  of  the  fame  clay 
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foil,  and  which  was  probably  a 
piece  of  the  plain  detached  by  an 
earthquake  at  fome  former  period  ; 
it  is  about  2^0  feet  high,  and  about 
400  feet  diameter  at  its  balls :  this 
mountain,  as  is  well  attefted,  has 
travelled  down  the  ravine  near  four 
miles,  having  been  put  in  motion  by 
the  earthquake  of  the  5th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.  The  abundance  of  rain 
which  fell,  at  that  time,  the  great 
weight  of  the  frefii  detached  pieces 
of  the  plain,  which  I  law  heaped  up 
at  the  back  of  it,  the  nature  of  the 
foil  of  which  it  is  compofed,  and 
particularly  its  lituation  on  a  decli¬ 
vity,  accounts  well  for  this  pheno¬ 
menon  ;  whereas  the  reports  which 
came  to  Naples,  of  a  mountain,  in  a 
perfect  plain,  having  leaped  four 
miles,  had  rather  the  appearance  of 
a  miracle*  I  found  fome  Angle  tim¬ 
ber  trees  alfo  with  a  lump  of  their 
native  foil  at  the  roots,  handing  up¬ 
right  in  the  bottom  of  the  ravine, 
and  which  had  been  detached  from 
the  plain  above  mentioned.  I  ob¬ 
served  alfo,  that  many  confined 
heaps  of  the  loofe  foil  detached  by 
the  earthquake  from  the  plains  on 
each  fide  of  the  ravine,  had  actu¬ 
ally  run  like  a  volcanic  lava  (having 
probably  been  afiifled  by  the  heavy 
rain)  and  produced  many  efiefts 
greatly  refembling  thofe  of  lava 
during  their  courfe  down  a  great 
part  of  the  ravine.  At  Santa  Cri- 
fitina,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Op- 
pido,  the  like  phenomena  have  been 
exhibited,  and  the  great  force  of 
•the  earthquake  of  the  5th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  feems  to  have  been  exerted 
on  thefe  parts  and  a-t  Cafal  Nuova 
and  Terra  N urn  a  The  phenomena 
exhibited  by  the  earthquakes  in 
other  parts  of  the  plains  of  Calabria 
Ultra  are  of  the  fame  nature  ;  but 
trifling  in  companion  of  thofe  I 
have  been  deferibing.  The  barracks 
crofted  for  the  remaining  inhabit¬ 


ants  of  the  ancient  city  of  Oppido, 
now  in  ruins,  are  on  a  healthy  fpot, 
at  about  the  dillance  of  a  mile  from 
the  old  town,  where  I  found  the  ba¬ 
ron  of  this  country,  the  prince  of 
Cariati,  ufefuiiy  employed  in  the 
afliitance  of  his  unfortunateTubjefts. 
JHe  (hewed  me  two  girls,  one  of  a- 
bout  fixteen  years  of  age,  who  had 
remained  eleven  days  without  food 
under  the  ruins  of  a  houfe  at  Op- 
pido  :  fhe  had  a  child  of  five  or  fix 
months  old  in  her  arms,  which  died 
the  fourth  day.  The  girl  gave  me 
a  dear  account  of  her  bufferings  : 
having  light  through  a  finall  open¬ 
ing,  (lie  had  kept  an  exact  account 
of  the  number  of  days  (lie  had  been 
buried.  She  did  not  feem  to  be  in 
bad  health,  drinks  freely,  but  has 
yet  a  difficulty  in  fwallowing  any 
thing  folid  The  other  girl  was  a- 
bouc  eleven  years  of  age  ;  fhe  re¬ 
mained  under  the  ruins  fix  days 
only ;  but  in  fo  very  confined  and 
diflrefsful  a  pofture,  that  one  of  her 
hands,  preffing  againft  her  cheek® 
had  nearly  worn  a  hole  through  it* 
FromOppidol  proceeded  through 
the  fame  beautiful  country  and 
mined  towns  and  villages  to  Semi¬ 
na  ra  and  Paimi.  The  houfes  of  the 
former  were  not  quite  in  fuch  g 
ruined  condition  as  thofe  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  whofe  lituation  is  lower  and 
nearer  the  fea.  Fourteen  hundred 
lives  were  loll  at  Paimi,  and  all  the 
dead  bodies  have  not  been  removed 
and  burnt,  as  in  moil  other  parts  I 
vifited  ;  for  I  faw  myfelf  two  taken 
up  whilffc  1  Was  there,  and  I  (hall 
ever  remember  a  melancholy  figure 
of  a  woman  in  mourning,  fitting 
upon  the  ruins  of  her  houfe,  hef 
head  reclined  upon  her  hand  and 
knee,  and  following  with  an  anxious 
eager  eye  every  ftroke  of  the  pick¬ 
axe  of  the  labourers  employed  to 
clear  away  the  rubbifh,  in  hopes  of 
recovering  the  corpfe  of  a  favourite 
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child.  This  town  was  a  great  mar¬ 
ket  for  oil,  of  which  there  were  up¬ 
wards  of  4000  barrels  in  the  town 
at  the  time  of  its  deftrudlion,  fo  that 
the  barrels  and  jars  being  broken,  a 
river  of  oil  ran  into  the  fea  from  it 
for  many  hours.  The  fpilt  oil  mix¬ 
ed  with  the  corn  of  the  granaries, 
and  the  corrupted  bodies,  have  had 
a  fenfible  effedf  on  the  air.  This  I 
fear,  as  the  heats  increafe,  may 
prove  fatal  to  the  unfortunate  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  inhabitants  of  Palmi, 
who  live  in  barracks  near  the  ruined 
town.  My  guide  told  me,  that  he 
had  been  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
his  houfe  here  by  the  firfh  fnock, 
and  that  after  the  fecond,  which 
followed  immediately,  he  found 
hiinfelf  fitting  a  ftride  of  a  beam  at 
Jeaft  fifteen  feet  high  in  the  air.  I 
heard  of  many  fuch  extraordinary 
efcapes  in  all  parts  of  the  plain, 
where  the  earthquake  has  exerted  its 
greateft  force. 

“  From  Palmi  I  proceeded  through 
the  beautiful  woody  mountains  of 
Bagnara  and  Solano  ;  noble  timber 
pak  trees  on  high  rocks,  narrow  val- 
lies  with  torrents  in  their  bottoms, 
the  road  dangerous  both  on  account 
cf  robbers  and  precipices.  My  two 
guards,  in  (lead  of  leading  the  way, 
as  they  had  hitherto  done,  now  fe- 
parated  and  formed  an  advanced  and 
a  rear-guard.  The  narrow  road  was 
often  interrupted  by  the  fallen  rocks 
and  trees  during  the  earthquakes, 
and  obliged  us  to  feek  a  new  and 
ftill  more  dangerous  road  ;  but  the 
Calabrefe  jhorfes  are  really  as  lure¬ 
footed  as  goats.  Jn  the  midft  of 
one  of  thefe  paffes  we  felt  a  very 
flnart  {hock  of  qn  earthquake,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  loud  explofion,  like 
that  of  fpringing  a  mine  :  fortunate¬ 
ly  for  us  it  did  not,  as  I  expe&ed, 
detach  any  rocks  or  trees  from  the 
high  mountains  that  hung  over  our, 
heqds.  After  having  palled  the 


woods  of  Bagnara,  Sinopoli,  and  So¬ 
lano,  I  went  through  rich  corn-fields 
and  lawns,  beautifully  bounded  with, 
woods  and  fcattered  trees,  like  our 
fined  parks,  and  which  continue 
varying  for  fome  miles  till  you  come 
upon  the  top  of  an  open  plain  on  a 
hill,  commanding  the  whole  Faro  of 
Medina,  the  coaft  of  Sicily  as  far 
as  Catania,  with  Mount  Etna  riling 
proudly  behind  it,  which  altogether 
compofed  the  fined  view  imagine 
able.  From  thence  I  delcended  a 
horrid  rocky  road  to  the  Torre  del 
Pezzolo,  where  there  is  a  country- 
feat  and  village  belonging  to  the 
princefs  of  Bagnara.  There  I  found, 
that  an  epidemical  diforder  had  al- 
ready  manifeded  itfelf,  as  it  proba¬ 
bly  will  in  many  other  parts  of  this 
glorious  but  unhappy  country,  in 
proportion  as  the  heats  increafe,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  hardfhips  fuffered,  and  the 
air  having  been  fpoiled  by  newdor ru¬ 
ed  lakes.  Several  fifhermen  affured 
me,  that  during  the  earthquake  of 
the  5th  of  February  at  night,  the 
fand  near  the  fea  was  hot,  and  that 
they  faw  fire  iffue  from  the  earth  in 
many  parts.  This  circnmdance  has 
been  often  repeated  to  me  in  the  plain; 
and  my  idea  is,  that  the  exhalations 
which  iffued  during  the  violent  com¬ 
motions  of  the  earth  were  full  of  e- 
le&rical  fire,  juft  as  the  iinoke  of 
volcanoes  is  conftantly  obferved  to 
be  during  violent  eruptions  ;  for  I 
faw  no  mark,  in  any  part  of  my 
journey,  of  any  volcanic  matter  hav¬ 
ing  iffued  from  the  fiffures  of  the 
earth ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  whole  damage  has  been  done  by 
exhalations  and  vapours  only.  The 
firft  fhock  felt  at  this  place,  as  I  was 
affured,  was  lateral,  and  then  vorti- 
cofe,  and  exceedingly  violent ;  but 
what  they  call  violent  here,  muft 
have  been  nothing  in  comparifon  of 
what  was  felt  in  the  plain  of  Cafa 
Nuova,  Polftene,  Palmi, J  Terra 
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Nuova,  Gppido,  &c.  &c.  where 
all  agreed  in  alluring  me,  that  the 
violence  of  the  fatal  fhock  of  the 
5th  of  February  was  inftantaneous, 
without  warning,  and  from  the  bot- 
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tom  upwards ;  and  indeed  in  thofe 
places,  where  the  mortality  has  been 
fo  great,  and  where  nothing  is  to  be 
feen  but  a  confufed  heap  of  ruins, 
without  diflfindion  of  either  flreets 
or  houfes,  the  violence  of  that  ihock 
is  fufficientiy  confirmed.  From  this 
place  to  Reggio  the  road  on  each 
fide  is  covered  with  villas  and  orange 
groves.  I  law  not  one  houfe  level¬ 
led  to  the  ground  ;  but  perceived 
that  all  had  been  damaged,  and 
were  abandoned  ;  and  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  umverfaliy  retired  to 
barracks  in  thefe  beautiful  groves  of 
orange,  mulberry,  and  fig-trees,  of 
which  there  are  many  in  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  Reggio.  One  that  1  vilit- 
ed,  and  which  is  reckoned  the  rich- 
elt  in  all  this  part  of  Magna  Grecia, 
is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town  of  Reggio,  and  what  is  re¬ 
markable,  belongs  to  a  gentleman 
whole  ChrilKan  name  is  Agamem- 
non.  The  beauty  of  the  .agrume  (the 
general  name  of  all  kind  of  orange, 
lemon,  ccdrate,  and  bergamot-trees) 
is  not  to  be  deferibed  ;  the  foil  being 
fandy,  the  expofition  warm,  and 
command  of  water,  a  clear  rivulet 
being  introduced  at  plealure  in  little 
channels  to  the  foot  of  each  tree,  is 
the  reafon  of  the  wonderful  luxuri- 
ancy  of  thefe  trees.  Don  Agamem¬ 
non  allured  me,  it  was  a  bad  year 
when  he  did  not  gather  from  his  gar¬ 
den  (which  is  of  no  great  extent) 
170,000  lemons,  200,000  oranges 
(which  I  found  as  excellent  as  thofe 
of  Malta),  and  bergamots  enough 
to  produee  200  quarts  of  the  eflence 
from  their  rinds.  There  is  another 
Angularity  in  thefe  garderfs,  as  i  was 
allured,  every  fig-tree  affords  two 
crops  of  fruit  annually  ;  the  firft  in 


June,  the  fecond  in  Auguft.  But 
to  return  to  my  fubjed,  from  which 
my  attention  was  frequently  called 
away  by  the  extraordinary  and  un¬ 
common  beauty  and  fertility  of  this 
rich  province  ;  I  arrived  about  fun- 
fet  at  Reggio,  which  I  found  3efs 
damaged  than  I  expeded,  though 
not  a  houfe  in  it  is  habitable  or  in¬ 
habited,  and  all  the  people  live  in 
barracks  or  tents ;  but  after  having 
been  feveral  days  in  the  plain,  where 
every  building  is  levelled  to  the 
ground,  a  houfe  with  a  roof,  or  a 
church  with  a  fteeple,  was  to  me  a 
new  and  refrelhing  objed.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  whole  country,  that 
has  been  fo  feverely  afflided  with 
earthquakes,  leem ,  however,  to 
have  fo  great  a  dread  of  going  into  a 
houfe,  that  when  the  earthquakes 
fhall  have  ceafed,  1  am  perfuaded, 
the  greateft  part  of  them  will  il ill 
continue  to  live  in. barracks.  The  - 
barracks  here  (except  fome  few  that 
are  even  elegant)  are  ill conftruded, 
as  are  in  general  throughout  the 
country  all  barracks  of  towns  that 
have  been  fo  little  damaged  as  to  al¬ 
low  the  inhabitants  to  flatter  them- 
felves  with  a  hope  of  being  able  to 
return  to,  and  occupy,  their  houfes 
again,  when  the  prefent  calamity  is 
at  an  end.  Reggio  has  been  rough¬ 
ly  handled  by  the  earthquakes,  but 
is  by  no  means  deflroyed.  The 
archbifliOp,  a  fenfible,  adive,  and 
humane  prelate,  has  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  from  the  beginning  of  the 
earthquakes  to  this  day,  having  im¬ 
mediately  dilpofed  of  all  the  fuper- 
fiuous  ornaments  of  the  churches, 
and  of  his  own  horfes  and  furniture, 
for  the  foie  relief  of  his  d  iff  re  fifed 
flock,  with  whom  he  chearfully 
bears  an  equal  fliare  of  every  incon-* 
venience  and  diifrefs  which  fuch  a 
calamity  has  naturally  occafioned. 
Except  in  this  inflance,  and  very 
few  others,  indeed,  I  obferved 
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throughout  my  whole  journey,  a 
prevailing  indolence,  inactivity,  and 
want  of  fpir.it,  which  is  unfortu¬ 
nate,  as  fuch  a  heavy  and  general 
calamity  can  only  be  repaired  by  a 
difpofition  diredtly  contrary  to  that 
Which  prevails  :  but  as  this  govern¬ 
ment  is  indefatigable  in  its  endea¬ 
vours  at  remedying  every  prefent 
evil,  and  preventing  fuch  as  may 
naturally  be  expended,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  generous  and  wife  dif- 
polltions  lately  made,  will  reftore 
the  energy  that  is  wanting,  '  and 
without  which,  one  of  the  richefi 
provinces  in  Euimpe  is  in  danger  of 
titter  ruin.  Silk  and  e  Renee  ot  ber¬ 
gamot  oranges  and  lemons,  are  the 
great  articles  of  trade  at  Reggio. 
I  am  allured,  that  no  lefs  than 
100,000  quarts  of  this  effence  is  an¬ 
nually  exported.  The  fruit,  alter 
the  rind  is  taken  off,  is  given  to  the 
cows  and  oxen  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town  allure  me,  that  the 
beef,  at  that  feafon,  has  a  firong 
sand  di (agreeable  flavour  of  berga¬ 
mot.  The  worthy  archbifhop  gave 
tne  ail  account  of  the  earthquakes 
here  in  177 o  and  1780,  which 
obliged  the  inhabitants  (in  number 
1:6,400)  to  encamp  or  remain  in 
barracks  feveral  months,  without 
having  done  any  confiderable damage 
to  the  town.  I  was  allured  here 
(where  they  have  had  fuch  a  long 
experience  of  earthquakes)  that  all 
animals  and  birds  are  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree  much  more  fenlibleofan 
approaching  fhock  of  an  earthquake 
than  any  human  being  ;  but  that 
«reefe,  above  all,  feem  to  be  the 
fooneft  and  rnoft  alarmed  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  a  fhock  :  if  in  the  water, 
they  quit  it  immediately,  and  there 
are  no  means  of  driving  them  into 
the  water  for  fome  time  after.  The 
mortality  here,  by  the  late  earth¬ 
quake  of  the  5th  of  February,  cor- 
refponds  with  the  apparent  degree 


of  damage  done  to  the  town,  and 
does  not  exceed  1^6.  As  it  hap¬ 
pened  about  noon,  and  came  on 
gently,  the  people  of  Reggio  had 
time  to  efcape  ;  whereas,  as  I  have 
often  remarked,  the  fhock  in  the  un¬ 
happy  plain  was'  as  inftantanecus  as 
it  was  violent  and  deflrudfive.  Every 
building  was  levelled  to  the  ground, 
and  the  mortality  was  general,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  apparent  de- 
firudfkm  of  the  buildings.  Reggio 
was  defiroyed  by  an  earthquake  be¬ 
fore  the  Marfian  war,  and  having 
been  rebuilt'  by  Julius-  C 22 far  was 
called  Reggio  Julio.  Part  of  the 
wall  hill  remains,  and  is  called  the 
Julian  Tower  ;  and  is  built  of  huge 
mafles  of  hone  without  cement. 
Near  St.  Perifto,  between  Reggio 
and  the  Cape  Spartivento,  there  are 
the  remains  of  a  fou  rider  y,  his  pre¬ 
fent  Catholic  majeity,  when  king 
of  Naples,  having  worked  Elver 
mines  in  that  neighbourhood  ;  which 
were  foon  abandoned,  the  profit  not 
having  anfweredthe  expence.  There 
are  fome  towns  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Reggio  that  fiill  retain  the 
Greek  languge.  About  fifteen  years 
ago,  when  I  made  the  tour  of  Sicily  ? 
I  landed  at  Spartivento  in  Calabria 
Ultra,  and  went  to  Bova,  where  I 
found  that  Greek  was  the  only  lan¬ 
guage  in  ufe  in  that  difhict.  On  the 
14th  of  May  I  left  Reggio,  and  was 
obliged  (the  wind  being  contrary) 
to  have  my  boats  towed  by  oxen  to 
the  Punta  del  Pezzolo,  oppofite 
Meffina,  from  whence  the  current 
wafted  us  with  great  expedition  in¬ 
deed  into  the  port  of  Meffina.  The 
port  and  the  town,  in  its  half  ruin¬ 
ed  flate,  by  moon-light  was  firiking- 
ly  pidfurefque.  Certain  it  is,  that 
the  force  of  the  earthquake  (though 
very  violent)  was  nothing  at  Meffina 
and  Reggio  to  what  it  was  in  the 
plain.  I  vifited  the  town  of  Melfina 
the  next  morning,  and  found,  that 
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gf-l  the  beautiful  front  of  wbat  is 
called  the  Palazzata,  which  extend¬ 
ed  in  very  ioity  uniform  buildings, 
In  the  fliape  of  a  crefcent,  had  been 
in  fome  parts  totally  ruined,  in  others 
lefs ;  and  that  there  were  cracks  in 
the  earth  of  the  quay,  a  part  of 
which  had  funk  above  a  foot  below 
the  level  of  the  fea.  Thefe  cracks 
were  probably  occafioned  by  the  ho¬ 
rizontal  motion  of  the  earth  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  pieces  of  the 
plain  were  detached  into  the  ravines 
at  Oppido  and  Terra  Nuovaj  for 
the  fea  at  the  edge  of  the  quay 
is  fo  very  deep,  that  the  large!!  ftiips 
can  lie  along-lidej  confequently  the 
earth,  in  its  violent  commotion, 
wanting  fupport  on  the  fide  next  the 
fea,  began  to  crack  and  feparate, 
and  as  where  there  is  one  crack  there 
are  generally  others  lefs  confiderable 
in  parallel  lines  to  the  flrff,  I  fup- 
pofe  the  great  damage  done  to  the 
noufes  nearelt  the  quay  has  been 
owing  to  fuch  cracks  under  their 
foundations.  Many  houfes  are  ftili 
Handing,  and  fome  little  damaged, 
even  b  the  lower  part  of  Medina  ; 
but  in  the  upper  and  more  elevated 
fituations,  the  earthquakes  feem  to 
have  had  fcarcely  any  effedl,  as  I 
particularly  remarked.  A  flrong 
infiance  of  the  force  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  having  been  many  degrees 
lefs  here  than  in  the  plain  of  Cala¬ 
bria  is,  that  the  convent  of  Santa 
Barbara,  and  that  called  the  Novi- 
ziato  de*  Gefuiti,  both  on  an  ele¬ 
vated  Ideation,  have  not  a  crack  in 
them,  and  that  the  clock  of  the  lat- 
ter  has  not  been  deranged  in  the  lead 
by  the  earthquakes  that,  have  afflict¬ 
ed  this  country  for  four  months  pad, 
and  which  did  continue  in  fome  de¬ 
gree.  Befides,  the  mortality  at  Med 
fna  does  not  exceed  700  out  cv  up¬ 
wards  of  30,000,  the  fuppofecf  po¬ 
pulation  ol  this  city  at  the  time  of 
the  fird  earthquake,  which  circum- 


dance  is  concludve.  I  found,  that 
fome  houfes,  nay  a  flreet  or  two,  at 
Medina,  were  inhabited,  and  lbme 
(hops  open  in  them  ;  but  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  tents 
and  barracks,  which,  having  been 
placed  in  three  or  four  different  quar- 
ters,  in  fields  and  open  fpots  near 
the  town,  but  at  a  great  didance  one 
from  the  other,  mud  be  very  incon¬ 
venient  for  a  mercantile  town  ;  and 
unlefs  great  care  is  taken  to  keep  the 
dreets  of  the  barracks,  and  the  bar¬ 
racks  themfelves,  clean,  I  fear  that 
the  unfortunate  Medina  will  be 
doomed  to  fader  a  fredi  calamity 
from  epidemical  diforders,  during 
the  heat  of  fummer.  Indeed,  many 
parts  of  the  plain  of  Calabria  feem 
to  be  in  the  fame  alarming  fituation, 
particularly  owing  to  the  lakes* 
which  are  forming  from  the  courfe 
of  rivers  having  been  dopped,  fome 
of  which,  as  I  law  my  fell,  were  al¬ 
ready  green,  and  tending  to  putre¬ 
faction.  I  could  not  help  remark¬ 
ing  here,  that  the  nuns,  who  like- 
wife  live  in  barracks,  were  condant- 
ly  walking  about,  under  the  tuition 
of  their  confeifor,  and  feemed  gay* 
and  to  enjoy  the  liberty  the  earth¬ 
quake  had  afforded  them,  and  I 
made  the  fame  obfervation  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  fchools-boys  at  Reggio  ;  fo 
that  in  my  journal,  which  I  wrote 
in  hade,  and  from  whence  I  have  as 
haftily  tranfcribed  the  imperfeCt  ac¬ 
count  I  fend  you,  the  remark  dands 
thus  :  44  Earthquakes  particularly 

pleafing  to  nuns  and  fchoGl-boysC* 
Out  of  the  cracks  on  the  quay,  it  is 
faid,  that  during  the  earthquakes 
fire  had  been  feen  to  iffue  (as  many 
I  fpoke  with  atteded) ;  but  there  no 
vifible  figns  of  it,  and  I  am  per^ 
fuadcd  it  was  no  more  than,  as  in 
Caiabria,  a  vapour  charged  with  e- 
leftrical  fire,  or  a  kind  of  inflam¬ 
mable  air.  A  curious  circumdance 
happened  here  alfo,  to  prove  that 

animals 
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animals  can  remain  long  alive  with- 
out  food.  Two  mules  belonging  to 
the  duke  of  Belvifo,  remained  un¬ 
der  a  heaps  of  ruins,  one  of  them 
twenty- two,  and  the  other  twenty- 
three  days :  they  would  not  eat  lor 
fome  days,  but  drank  water  plenti¬ 
fully,  and  are  now  quite  recovered. 
There  are  numberlefs  indances  of 
dogs  remaining  many  days  in  the 
fame  iituation  ;  and  a  hen,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Britiffi  vice-conful  at  Mei- 
iina,  that  had  been  clofely  Amt  up 
tinder  the  ruins  of  his  houfe,  was 
taken  out  the  twenty-fecond  day, 
and  is  now  recovered ;  it  did  not 
eat  for  fome  days,  but  drank  freely ; 
it  was  emaciated,  and  fhewed  little 
flgns  of  life  at  firft.  From  thefe  in- 
fiances,  from  thofe  related  before, 
of  the  girls  at  Oppido,  and  the  hogs 
at  Soriano,  and  from  feveral  others 
of  the  fame  kind,  that  have  been  re¬ 
lated  to  me,  but  which  being  lefs 
remarkable  I  omit,  one  may  con¬ 
clude,  that  long  fading  is  always  at¬ 
tended  with  great  third,  and  total 
lofs  of  appetite.  From  every  in¬ 
quiry  I  found,  that  the  great  fhock 
of  the  5th  of  February  was  from 
the  bottom  upwards,  and  not  like 
the  fubfequent  ones,  which  in  ge¬ 
neral  have  been  horizontal  and  vor- 
ticofe.  A  circumdance  worth  re¬ 
marking  (and  which  was  the  fame 
on  the  whole  coaft  of  the  part  of 
Calabria  that  had  been  mod  affected 
by  the  earthquakes)  is,  thatafmall 
fifh called  cicirelli,  refembling  what 
we  call  in  England  white-bait,  but 
of  a  greater  fize,  and  which  ufually 
lye  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  buried 
in  the  fand,  have  been  ever  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  earth¬ 
quakes,  and  continue  dill  to  be, 
taken  near  the  furface,  and  in  fuch 
abundance,  as  to  be  common  food  of 
the  poored  fort  of  people  ;  whereas, 
before  the  earthquakes,  this  fifhwas 
rare,  and  reckoned  amongd  the 


greateft  delicacies*  All  fifh,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  have  been  taken  in  greater 
abundance,  and  with  much  greater 
facility,  in  thofe  parts  fince  they 
have  been  afflicted  by  earthquakes 
than  before.  I  condantly  aiLed 
every  fidierman  I  met  with  on  the 
coad  of  Sicily  and  Calabria,  if  this 
circumdance  was  true  ;  and  was  as 
condantly  anfwered  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive  ;  but  with  fuch  emphafis,  that 
it  mud  have  been  very  extraordina¬ 
ry.  I  fuppofe,  that  either  the  fand 
at  the  bottom  of  the  fea  may  have 
been  heated  by  the  volcanic  fire  un¬ 
der  it  ,*  or  that  the  continual  tremor 
of  the  earth  has  driven  the  fifh  out 
of  their  drong  holds,  jud;  as  an  ang¬ 
ler,  when  he  wants  a  bait,  obliges 
the  worms  to  come  out  of  the 
turf  on  a  river  fide,  by  trampling  on 
it  with  his  feet,  which  motion  never 
fails  in  its  effect,  as  1  have  experi¬ 
enced  very  often  myfelf.  I  found 
the  citadel  here  had  not  received 
any  material  damage  ;  but  was  in 
the  fame  date  as  I  had  left  it  fifteen 
years  ago.  The  Lazaret  has  fome 
cracks  in  it,  like  thofe  on  the  quay, 
and  from  a  like  caufe,  The  port 
has  not  received  any  damage  from 
the  earthquakes.  The  officer  who 
commanded  in  the  citadel,  and  who 
was  there  during  the  earthquake,  af~ 
fured  me,  that  011  the  "bunl  5  th  of 
February,  and  the  three  following 
days,  the  fea,  about  ;a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  fortrefs,  rofe  and 
boiled  in  a  mod:  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner,  and  with  a  mod  horrid  and 
alarming  noife,  the  water  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  Faro  being  per¬ 
fectly  calm.  This  feems  to  point 
out  exhalations  or  eruptions  from 
cracks  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea, 
which  may  very  probably  have  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  viblence  of  the 
earthquakes ;  all  of  which,  I  am 
convinced,  have  here  a  volcanic 
origin.  On  the  17th  of  May  I  left 

Medina, 


OF  THE  EARTHQUAKES  IN  ITALY.  [130] 


Meffiha,  where  I  had  been  kindly 
and  hofpitablv  treated,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  in  my  fperonara  along  the  Sicili¬ 
an  coaft  to  the  point  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Faro,  where  I  went  alhore, 
and  found  a  prieff  who  had  been 
there  the  night  between  the  3th  and 
the  6th  of  February,  when  the  great 
wave  palled  over  that  point,  carried 
off  boats,  and  above  twenty-four 
unhappy  people,  tearing  up  trees, 
and  leaving  feme  hundred  weight  of 
fifh  it  had  brought  with  it  on  the 
dryland.  He  told  me,  he  had  been 
himfelf  covered  with  the  wave,  and 
with  difficulty  faved  his  life.  He  at 
firft  laid  the,  water  was  hot  ;  but  as 
I  was  curious  to  come  at  the  truth  of 
this  faff,  which  would  have  con¬ 
cluded  much,  I  a  iked  him  if  he  was 
very  fare  of  it  ?  and  being  prefled, 
it  came  to  be  no  more  thaa  the  wa¬ 
ter  having  been  as  warm  as  it  ufually 
is  in  fummer.  Fie  faid,  the  wave 
role  to  a  great  height,  and  came  on 
with  node,  and  fuch  rapidity  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  efcape.  The  tower 
on  the  point  was  half  destroyed,  and 
&  pi.'  .  ;•  'e(l  that  was  in  it  loft  his 
life.  From  hence  I  crofted  over  to 
Scilla.  Having  met  with  my  friend 
the  Padre  Minafi,  a  Dominican 
friar,  a  worthy  man  and  able  natu- 
rali ft,  who  is  a  native  of  Scilla,  and 
is  adlually  employed  by  the  academy 
pf  Naples  to  give  a  defCription  of 
the  phenomena  that  have  attended 
the  earthquake  in  thefe  parts,  with 
his  alii ftance  on  the  fpot,  I  perfectly 
underftood  the  nature  of  the  formi¬ 
dable  wave  that  was  faid  to  have 
been  boiling  hot,  and  had  certainly 
proved  fatal  to  the  baron  of  the 
country,  the  prince  of  Scilla,  who 
was  fvvept  off  the  fhore  into  the  fea 
by  this  wave,  with  2473  of  his  un¬ 
fortunate  fubjedts.  The  following 
is  the  faff.  The  prince  of  Scilla, 
having  remarked,  that  during  the 
hrft  horrid  Ihpck  (which  happened 


about  noon  the  5  th  of  February) 
part  of  a  rock  near  Scilla  had  been 
detached  into  the  fea,  and  fearing 
that  the  rock  of  Scilla,  on  which 
his  caftle  and  town  is  fituated,  might 
alfo  be  detached,  thought  it  fafer  to 
prepare  boats,  and  retire  to  a  little 
port  or  beach  furrounded  by  rocks 
at  the  foot  of  the  rock.  The  fecond 
fhock  of  the  earthquake,  after  mid¬ 
night,  detached  a  whole  mountain, 
(much  higher  than  that  of  Scilla, 
and  partly  calcareous,  and  partly 
cretaceous),  fituated  between  the 
Torre  del  Cay  alio  and  the  rock  of 
Scilla.  This  having  fallen  with  vio¬ 
lence  into  the  fea  (at  that  time  per¬ 
fectly  calm)  railed  the  fatal  wave, 
which  l  have  above  deferibed  to  have 
broken  upon  the  neck  of  land,  called 
the  Punta  del  Faro,  in  the  ifland  of 
Sicily,  with ,  fuch  fury,  which  re¬ 
turning  with  great  noile  and  celerity 
diredtly  upon  the  beach,  where  the 
prince  and  the  unfortunate  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Scilla  had  taken  refuge* 
either  dallied  them  with  their  boats 
and  richeft  effects  againft  the  rocks, 
or  whirled  them  into  the  fea  ;  thofe 
who  had  efcaped  the  firft  and  great- 
eft  wave  were  carried  off' by  a  fecond 
and  third,  which  were  lefs  confider- 
able,  and  immediately  followed  the 
ffrff,  I  fpoke  to  feveral  men,  wo¬ 
men,  and  children  here,  who  had 
been  cruelly  maimed,  and  fotne  of 
whom  had  been  carried  into  the  fea 
by  this  unforefeen  accident.  Here, 
faid  one,  my  head  was  forced  through 
the  door  of  the  cellar,  which  he 
fliewed  me  was  broken.  There,  faid 
another,  was  I  drove  into  a  barrel. 
Then  a  woman  would  fhew  me  her 
child,  all  over  deep  wounds  from  the 
ffones  and  timber,  &c.  that  were 
mixed  with  the  water,  and  daffiing 
about  in  this  narrow  port ;  but  all  af- 
fured  me,  they  had  not  perceived 
the  leaf!  fymptom  of  heat  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  though  I  dare  fay,  Sir,  yon 
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will  read  many  well  attefted  accounts 
of  this  water  having  been  hot  ;  of 
many  dead  bodies  thrown  up  which 
appeared  to  have  been  parboiled  by 
it ;  and  of  many  living  perfcns,  who 
had  evidently  been  fcalded  by  this 
hot  wave  :  fo  difficult  is  it  to  arrive 
at  truth.  Had  I  been  finished  with 
the  fil'd:  anfweV  of  the  pried  at  Piui- 
ta  del  Faro,  and  fet  it  down  in  my 
journal,  who  could  have  doubted 
but-that  this  wave  had  been  of  hot 
water  ?  Now  that  we  are  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  caufe  of  this  fatal 
wave,  we  know  it  could  not  have 
been  hot ;  but  the  teftimony  of  fo 
many  unfortunate  fufferers  from  it, 
is  decifive.  A  faff  which  I  was  told, 
and  which  was  attefled  by  many 
here,  is  very  extraordinary  indeed  : 
a  woman  of  Sciila,  four  months 
gone  with  child,  was  fwept  into  the 
fea  by  the  wave,  and  was  taken  up 
alive,  floating  on  her  back  at  fome 
diilance,  nine  hours  after.  She  did 
not  even  mi fcarry,  and  is  now  per¬ 
fectly  well  ;  and,  had  fire  not  been 
gone  up  into  the  country,  .  they 
would  have  fnewn  her  to  me.  They 
told  me,  fhe  had  been  11  fed  to  fwim, 
as  do  mod  of  the  women  in  this  part 
ot  Calabria.  Her  anxiety  and  buf¬ 
ferings,  however,  had  arrived  at  fo 
great  a  pitch,  that  juft  at  the  time 
that  the  boat,  which  took  her  up, 
appeared,  file  was  trying  to  force 
her  head  under  water,  to  put  a  pe¬ 
riod  to  her  miferable  exiftence.  The 
Padre  Minafi  told  me  another  curi¬ 
ous  circumftance  that  happened  in 
this  neighbourhood,  which  to  his 
knowlege  was  ftriftly  true.  A  girl 
of  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  was 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  a  houfe 
fix  days,  having  had  her  foot,  at  the 
ancle,  almoft  cut  off  by  the  edge  of 
3  barrel  that  fell  upon  it  ;  the  daft 
and  mortar  flopped  the  blood  ;  fhe 
never  bad  the  aififtance  of  a  furgeon; 
but  the  foot  of  itfelf  dropped  of!', 


and  the  wound  is  perfectly  healed 
without  any  other  afli fiance  but  that 
of  nature.  If  of  fuch  extraordina¬ 
ry  circumflances,  and  of  hair-breadth 
efcapes,  an  account  was  to  be  taken, 
in  all  the  deit roved  towns  of  Cala¬ 
bria  Ultra  and  Sicily,  they  would, 
as  I  find  before,  cdinpofe  a  large  vo¬ 
lume.  I  have  only-Tecordea  a  few 
of  the  moil  extraordinary,  and  fuch 
as  I  had  from  the  moil  undoubted 
authority.  In  my  way  back  to  Na¬ 
ples  (where  I  arrived  the  23d  of 
May)  along  theeoaftof  the* two  Ca- 
labrias  and  the  Principato  Gitra,  I 
only  went  on  (bore at  Tropea,  Paula, 
and  the  bay  of  Palinurus.  I  found 
Tropea  (beautifully  fituated  on  a 
rock  overhanging  the  fea)  but  little 
damaged ;  however,  all  the  inhabi- 
tants  were  in  barracks.  At  Paula 
the  fame.  The  fifhermen  here  told 
me,  they  continued  to  take  a  great 
abundance  of  fifli,  as  they  had  done 
ever  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefen t  calamity.  At  Tropea,  the 
13th  of  May,  there  was  a  ievere 
fhock  of  an  earthquake,  but  of  a 
very  fhort  duration.  There  were 
five  (hocks  during  my  ftay  in  Gala- 
bria  and  Sicily  ;  three  of  them  rather 
alarming :  and  at  Medina,  in  the 
night-time,  I  conllantly  felt  a  little 
tremour  of  the  earth,  which  has 
been  obferved  by  many  of  the  Mef- 
iinefe.  i  am  really  afhamed,  fir,  of 
fending  fuel#  an  unconnected  hafty 
extraCt  of  my  journal ;  but  when  C 
refleCt,  that  unlefs,  I  fend  it  off  di¬ 
rectly,  the  Royal  Society  will  be 
broken  Up  for  the  furnmer  fea  Ion, 
and  the  fubjeCt  will  become  ftale  be¬ 
fore  its  next  meeting  ;  ot  two  evils  I 
prefer  to  chufe  the  lend.  Such 
rough  draughts  however  (though 
ever  fo  im  perfect  and  incorreCt )  have, 
as  in  paintings,  the  merit  of  a  firft 
Iketch,  and  a  kind  of  fpirit  that  is 
often  loft  when  the  picture  is  cor¬ 
rectly  finiftied.  li  you  confide r  the 
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fatigue  and  hurry  of  the  journey  I 
have  j  uit  been  taking ;  and  that  in  the 
midftof  the  preparations  for  my  other 
journey  to  England,  which  I  pro- 
pofe  to  begin  to-morrow,  I  have 
been  writing  this  account,  I  (hall 
hope  then  to  be  entitled  to  your  in¬ 
dulgence  for  all  its  imperfections. 
But  before  i  take  my  leave,  I  will 
juft  fum  up  the  refult  of  my  obferva- 
tjons  in  Calabria  and  Sicily,  and 
give  you  my  reafons  for  believing 
that  the  prefent  earthquakes  are  oc- 
caftoned  by  the  operation  of  a  vol¬ 
cano,  the  feat  of  which  feems  to  lye 
deep,  either  under  the  bottom  of 
th  e  lea,  between  the  iiland  of  Strom- 
boli  and  the  coaft  of  Calabria,  or 
under  the  parts  of  the  plain  towards 
Oppidc  and  Terra  Nuova.  If  on  a 
map  of  Italy,  and  with  your  com- 
pa ft  on  the  fcale  of  Italian  miles, 
you  were  to  meafure  oft'  22,  and 
then  fixing  your  central  point  in  the 
city  of  Oppido  (which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  the  fpot  on  which  the  earth¬ 
quake  had  exerted  its  greateft  force) 
from  a  circle  (the  radii  of  which 
will  kg  as  I  juft  (aid,  22  miles)  you 
will  then  incRide  all  the  towns,  vil¬ 
lages,  that  have  been  utterly  ruined, 
and  the  fpots  where  the  greateft  mor¬ 
tality  has  happened,  and  where 
there  have  been  the  moft  viftble  al¬ 
terations  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Then  extend  your  compafs  on  the 
fame  fcale  to  miles,  preferving 
the  fame  centre,  and  form  another 
circle,  you  will  include  the  whole 
of  the  country  that  has  any  mark  of 
having  been  aftehted  by  the  earth¬ 
quake.  1  plainly  obferved  a  grada¬ 
tion  in  the  damage  done  to  the  build¬ 
ings,  as  alfo  hi  the  degree  of  morta¬ 
lity,  in  proportion  as  the  countries 
were  more  or  Jefs  did  ant  from  this 
fuppofed  centre  of  the  evil.  One 
circumftaiice  I  particularly  remark¬ 
ed  :  ir  two  towns  were  fttuated  at  an 
equal  diftance  from  this  centre,  the 
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one  on  a  hill,  the  other  on  the  plain, 
or  in  a  bottom,  the  latter  had  always 
buffered  greatly  more  by  the  (hocks 
of  the  earthquakes  than  the  former; 
a  iufficient  proof  to  me  of  the  caufe 
coming  from  beneath,  as  this  muft 
naturally  have  been  productive  of 
fuch  an  efteef .  And  I  have  region 
to  believe,  that  the  bottom  of  the 
lea,  being  dill  nearer  the  volcanic 
caufe,  would  be  found  (could  it  be 
feen)  to  have  buffered  even  more 
than  the  plain  itfelf :  but  (as  you 
will  find. in  moft  of  the  accounts  of 
the  earthquake  that  are  in  the  prefs, 
and  which  are  numerous)  the  philo- 
fophers,  who  do  not  eafilv  abandon 
their  ancient  fy Items,  make  the  pre- 
fent  earthquakes  to  proceed  from  the 
high  mountains  of  the  Apennines 
that  divide  Calabria  Ultra,  fuch  as 
the  Monte  Dejo,  Monte  Caulone, 
and  Afpramonte  ;  I  would  a  fie 
them  this  dm  pie  queftion,  did  the 
EEolian  or  Lipari  iilands  (all  which 
rofe  undoubtedly  from  the  bottom 
of  the  fea  by  volcanic  exploftons  at 
different,  and  perhaps  very  diftant, 
periods)  owe  their  birth  to  the  A- 
pen rungs  in  Calabria,  or  to  veins  of 
minerals  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
and  under  the  bottom  of  the  fea  ? 
Stromboli,  an  adrive  volcano,  and 
probably  the  youngeft  of  thofe 
iilands,  is  not  above  fifty  miles  froiii 
the  parts  of  Calabria  that  have  been 
moft  affected  by  the  late  earthquakes* 
The  vertical  (hacks,  or,  in  other 
words,  thofe  whofe  impulfe  was 
from  the  bottom  upwards,  have  been 
the  moft  deftruffive  to  the  unhappy 
towns  in  the  plain  ;  did  they  pro¬ 
ceed  from  Monte  Dejo,  Monte  Cau¬ 
lone,  or  Afpramonte  ?  In  (liort,  the 
idea  I  have  of  the  prefent  local 
earthquakes  is,  that  they  have  been 
caufed  by  the  fame  kind  of  matter 
that  gave  birth  to  the  EEolian  or  Li¬ 
pari  iilands ;  that,  perhaps,  an  Open¬ 
ing  may  have^been  made  at  the  bot¬ 
tom 
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tom  of  the  Tea,  and  1110ft  probably 
between  Stromboli  and  Calabria  Ul¬ 
tra  (for  from  that  quarter  all  agree, 
that  the  fubterraneous  noifes  feem 
to  have  proceeded)  ;  and  that  the 
foundation  of  a  new  ifland  or  vol¬ 
cano  may  have  been  laid,  though  it 
may  be  ages,  which  to  nature  are 
but  moments,  before  it  is  completed, 
and  appears  above  the  furface  of  the 
lea.  Nature  is  ever  adtive ;  but 
her  actions  are,  in  general,  carried 
on  fo  very  {lowly,  as  fcarcely  to  be 
perceived  by  mortal  eye,  or  recorded 
in  the  very  fliort  fpace  of  what  we 
call  hiftory,  let  it  be  ever  fo  an¬ 
cient.  Perhaps  too,  the  whole  de- 
flrudtion  I  have  been  defcribingmay 
have  proceeded  fimply  from  the  ex¬ 
halations  of  confined  vapours,  ge¬ 
nerated  by  the  fermentation  of  fuch 
minerals  as  produce  volcanoes,  which 
have  efcaped  where  they  met  with 
the  lead  reliftance,  and  mull:  natu¬ 
rally  in  a  greater  degree  have  af- 
fedled  the  plain  than  the  high  and 


more  folid grounds  around  it.  When 
the  account  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Naples  is  publifhed,  with  maps* * 
plans,  and  drawings,  of  the  curious 
fpots  I  have  defended,  this  rude  and 
imperfect  account  will,  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  be  of  ufe  :  without  the  help  of 
plans  and  drawings  you  well  know, 
Sir,  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in 
making  one  ’s  felf  intelligible  on  fuch 
a  fubjedf.  The  inclofed  letter, 
which  I  received  whilft  I  was  in  Ca¬ 
labria  Ultra,  from  the  marquis  Ip- 
poiito,  a  gentleman  of  Catanzaro, 
and  an  able  naturalift,  will  give  you 
the  particulars  of  the  phenomena 
that  have  been  produced  by  the  late 
earthquakes  in  Calabria  Citra,  my 
time  having  permitted  me  to  vifit 
only  a  part  of  that  province.  I 
once  more  then  crave  your  kind  in¬ 
dulgence,  and  that  of  the  members 
of  our  refpedfable  fociety,  if  you 
think  proper  to  communicate  this 
hafty  paper  to  them. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.” 


ACCOUNT  of  the  BLACK  CANKER  CATERPILLAR,  which  de¬ 
ft  roys  the  TURNIPS  in  NORFOLK.  By  William  Marshall* 

Efq.  In  a  Letter  to  Charles  Morton,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

*  .  ' 

[From  the  fame  Volume.  ] 


G unton,  near  Ayljham ,  Norfolk , 
Aug.  22,  I782. 

5  I  R, 

44  Few  months  after  you  did 
me  the  honour  of  prefent- 
ing  my  Minutes  of  Agriculture  to 
the  Britifli  Mufeum,  I  came  down 
into  Norfolk,  as  agent  to  Sir  Har- 
bord  Harbord. 

6  4  To  a  perfon  intelligent  in  matters 
of  agriculture,  it  would  be  fuper- 
fiuous  to  fay,  that  Norfolk  is  cele¬ 
brated  for  good  hufbandmen  ;  or 
thfct  the  turnip  crop  is  the  bafis  of 
the  Norfolk,  hit  {band  ry.  If  a  “Nor¬ 


folk  farmer  lofes  his  crop  of  turnips, 
his  farm  is  injured  for  feveral  fuc- 
ceeding  years  ;  for  it  is  not  only  the 
lofs  of  the  immediate  profit,  which 
would  otherwife  have  arilen  to  him 
from  his  bullocks,  but  his  land  is 
deprived  of  the  confequent  manure 
and  trampling  (efteemed  highly 
beneficial  to  the  light  lands  of 
this  county)  on  which  his  future 
crops  of  corn  are  effentially  de¬ 
pendant. 

44  Among.the  numerous enemlesio 
which  turnips  are  liable,  none  have 
proved  more  fatal  here  than  the 
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Black  Canker  (a  fpecies  of  cater¬ 
pillar)  which  in  fome  years  have 
been  fo  numerous  as  to  cut  off  the 
farmer’s  hopes  in  a  few  days.  I11 
other  years,  however,  the  damage 
has  been  little,  and  in  others  no¬ 
thing.  About  twenty  years  ago  the 
whole  country  was  nearly  {hipped  ; 
and  this  year  it  has  been  fubje&ed 
to  a  fimilar  fate.  Many  thoufands 
of  acres,  upon  which  a  fairer  prol- 
pedt  for  a  crop  of  turnips  has  not 
been  feen  for  many  years,  have  been 
plowed  up  ;  and  as,  from  the  feafon 
being  now  far  fpent,  little  profit  can 
be  expected  from  a  fecond  fowing  ; 
the  lofs  to  the  farmers,  individually, 
will  be  very  confiderable,  and  to  the 
county  immtnfe. 

44  It  was  obferved  in  the  canker- 
year  above  mentioned,  that,  prior 
to  the  appearance  of  the  caterpillars, 
great  numbers  of  yellow  flies  were 
feen  bufy  among  the  turnip  plants  ; 
and  it  was  then  fufpedted,  that  the 
canker  was  the  caterpillar  if  ate  of 
the  yellow  fly  ;  and  fince  that  time 
it  has  been  remarked,  that  cankers 
have  regularly  followed  the  appear¬ 
ance  ef  thefe  Hies.  From  their 
more  frequently  appearing  on  the 
fea-coaff,  and  from  the  vail  quanti¬ 
ties  which  have,  I  believe,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  been  obferved  on  the 
beach  waflied  up  by  the  tide,  it  has 
been  a  received  opinion  among  the 
farmers,  that  they  are  not  natives 
of  this  country,  but  come  acrofs  the 
ocean,  and  obfervations  this  year 
greatly  corroborate  the  idea.  Fifher- 
inen  upon  the  eaflern  coaft  de¬ 
clare,  that  hey  aftually  faw  them 
arrive  in  cloud -like  flights  ;  and 
from  the  tefiimony  of  many,  it 
feems  to  be  an  mdifputable  faff,  that 
they  firffc  made  their  appearance  on 
the  ealfern  coaff;  and,  moreover, 
that  on  their  firft  being  obferved, 
they  lay  upon  and  near  the  cliffs  fo 
thick  and  fo  languid,  that  they 


might  have  beencoilefled  intoheaps3 
lying,  it  is  faid,  in  fome  places  two 
inches  thick.  From  thence  they 
proceeded  into  the  country,  and 
even  at  the  diflance  of  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  coalf  they  were  feen 
in  multitudes  refembling  fwarms  of 
bees.  About  ten  days  after  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  flies,  the  young  ca¬ 
terpillars  were  firft  obferved  on  the 
under  fades  of  the  leaves  of  the  tur¬ 
nips,  and  in  feven  or  eight  days 
more,  the  entire  plants,  except  the 
ffronger  fibres,  were  eaten  up.  A 
border  under  the  hedge  was  regu¬ 
larly  fpared  until  the  body  of  the 
mclofure  was  iiniflied  ;  but  this 
done,  the  border  was  foon  ft  ripped,, 
and  the  gateway,  and  even  the  roads 
have  been  feen  covered  with  cater¬ 
pillars  travelling  in  queft  of  a  frefk 
fupply  of  turnips  ;  for  the  grades, 
and  indeed  every  plant,  except  the: 
turnip  and  the  charlock  (fmapis  ar- 
venfis)  they  entirely  negledf,  and 
even  die  at  their  roots,  without  at¬ 
tempting  to  feed  upon  them.  This 
deftruftion  has  not  been  confined 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  eaflern 
coafc,  but  has  reached,  more  or  lefs, 
into  the  very  centre  of  the  county. 
The  mifchief,  however,  in  the  weft- 
ern  parts  of  Norfolk,  and  even  on 
the  north  coaft,  has  been  ids  ge¬ 
neral  ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  may  b@ 
faid,  with  a  great  deal  of  truth, 
that  one  half  of  the  turnips  in  the 
county  have  been  cut  off  by  this  vo¬ 
racious  animal. 

44  A  circumftance  fo  difcouraging 
to  induftry,and  injurious  to  thepub- 
lic  at  large,  will,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
Sir,  be  thought  a  fufficient  apology 
for  my  troubling  you  with  a  relation 
of  it,  and  for  my  taking  the  liberty 
of  fending  you  a  male  and  a  female 
fly,  alfo  one  of  the  animals  in  its 
caterpillar,  and  one  which  is  in  its 
chryfalis  Fate,  for  your  infpedtion, 
hoping  that  the  public  may  become 
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acquainted  v^ith  the  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  in  futtire  ib  great  a  Cala¬ 
mity. 

ii  Led  the  flies  may  become  dis¬ 
figured  in  travelling,  it  may  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  fay,  that  their  wings  are 
four  ;  that  their  antennas  are  club¬ 
bed,  and  about  one-third  of  the 
length  of  their  body,  each  being 
compofed  of  nine  joints,  namely, 
two  next  the  head,  above  which  two 
there  is  a  joint  fomewhat  longer  than 
the  reft,  and  above  this  lix  more 
joints,  fimilar  to  the  two  below  ; 
that  near  the  point  of  the  tail  of  the 
female  there  is  a  black  fpeck,  out¬ 
wardly  fringed  with  hair;  but  which, 
opening  longitudinally,  appears  to 
be  the  end  of  a  cafe,  containing  a 
delicate  point  or  fling  (about  one- 
twentieth  of  an  inch  in  length) 
which  on  a  curfory  view'’  appears  to 
be  a  Ample  lanceolated  inftrument, 
with  a  ftrong  line  paffing  down  the 
middle,  and  ferrated  at  its  edges ; 
but,  on  a  clofer  infpecfion,  and  by 
agitating  it  ftrongly  with  the  point 
of  a  needle,  it  feparates  into  three 
©ne-edged  inftruments,  hanger-like 
as  to  their  general  form,  with  a 
fpiral  line  or  wrinkle  winding  from 
the  point  to  the  bafe,  making  ten  or 
twelve  revolutions,  which  line,  pa  fl¬ 
ing-  over  their  edges,  gives  them 
fome  appearance  of  being  ferrated. 

44  By  the  helpofthefe  inftruments, 
I  apprehend,  the  female  depoftts  her 
eggs  in  the  edge  of  the  turnip-leaf 
(or  fometimes,  perhaps,  in  the 
nerves  or  ribs  on  the  under  furface 
of  the  leaf ) :  thus  far  I  can  fay, 
and  I  think  with  a  conftderable  de¬ 
gree  of  certainty,  that  having  put 
fome  frefli  turnip  leaves  into  a  glafs 
containing  fevefal  of  the  male  and 
female  flies,  I  perceived  (by  the 
means  of  a  fimple  magnifier)  that 
one  of  the  females,  after  examining 
attentively  the  edge  of  the  leaf,  and 
finding  a  part  which  appeared  to  me 


to  have  been  bitten,  unfneathed  her 
inftruments,  infinuated  them  into 
the  edge  of  the  leaf,  and  having 
forced  them  afunder  fo  as  to  open 
a  pipe  or  channel  between  them, 
placed  her  pubes  (the  fituation  of 
which  from  repeated  and  almoft  in- 
ceflant  copulations  I  had  been  able 
to  afeertain  precifely,  and  to  the 
lower  part  of  which  thefe  inftru¬ 
ments  feem  to  be  fixed)  to  the  ori¬ 
fice,  and  having  remained  a  few 
feconds  in  that  pofture,  deliberately 
drew  out  the  inftruments  (which  the 
tranfparency  of  the  leaf  held  again!! 
a  ftrong  light  afforded  me  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  ot  feeing  very  plainly)  and 
proceeded  to  fearch  for  another  con¬ 
venient  place  for  her  purpofe. 

44  The  caterpillar  has  twenty  feet 
(fix  of  its  legs  being  of  conftderable 
length,  the  other  fourteen  very 
fhort)  and  in  its  firft  ftage  is  of  a 
jetty  black,  fmooth  as  to  a  privation 
or  hair,  but  covered  with  innumer¬ 
able  wrinkles.  Having  acquired  its 
full  fize,  it  fixes  its  hinder  parts 
firmly  to  the  leaf  of  a  turnip,  or 
any  other  fubftance,  and  breaking 
its  outer  coat  or  flough  near  the 
head,  crawls  out,  leaving  the  fkin 
fixed  to  the  leaf,  &c.  The  under 
coat,  which  it  now  appears  in,  is 
of  a  blueifti  or  lead  colour,  and  the 
caterpillar  is  evidently  diminifhed  iii 
its  lize.  In  every  refpeCt  it  is'  the 
fame  animal  as  before,  and  conti¬ 
nues  to  feed  on  the  turnips  for  fome 
days  longer  :  it  then  entirely  leaves 
off  eating,  and  becomes  covered  with 
a  dewy  moifture,  which  feems  to 
exfitde  from  it  in  great  abundance, 
and  appearing  to  be  of  a  glutinous 
nature,  retains  any  loofe  or  pliant 
fubftance  which  happens  to  come  ill 
contact  with  it,  and  by  this  means 
alone  feems  to  form  its  chryfalis 
coat.  One  I  found  laid  up  in  the. 
fold  of  a  withered  turnip  leaf  (that 
which  I  have  the  honour  of  inclof- 
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mg  you)  was,  among  fix  others, 
formed  by  putting  common  garden 
mould  to  them  while  they  were  in 
the  exfudatory  date  above  defcribed. 

44  From  the  generic  characters  of 
the  fly  I  conclude  it  to  be  a  teii- 
thredo  of  Hill  ;  but  whether  that 
voluminous  author  be  fufhciently  ac¬ 
curate  ;  or  whether,  from  being  an 
almofl  entire  ft  ranger  to  natural  hi- 
flory,  I  may,  or  may  not,  fuffi- 
ciently  underflaind  my  book,  1  m u ft 
beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  your  fupe- 
rior  knowledge  of  the  fubjed. 

44  I  am  endeavouring  to  extend  my 


tr4jl 

obfervations  on  thefe  infers,  and 
am  making  fome  experiments  con¬ 
cerning  them,  the  refult  of  which 
1  fliould  be  extremely  happy  in  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  communicate  to 
you  ;  and  it  rriay  be  proper  to  add 
here,  that  I  fliould  not  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  troubling  you  prema¬ 
turely  with  this  letter,  had  I  not 
luckily  met  with  an  opportunity  of 
procuring  fome  live  flies  (Which  are 
now  become  very  fcarce  )  ;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  they  will  come  to 
your  hands  in  a  perfect  flatd. 

44  lam^with  the  greateflrefped, SccJ* 
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44  TN  this  work  all  the  parts  of  the 
human  body  are  de  (bribed;  we 
have  there  an  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
amining  the  opinions  which  have 
been  recommended,  or  at  leaf:  ad¬ 
vanced,  by  celebrated  authors,  who 
have  attributed  different  ufes  to  the 
fame  part:;  M.  de  Haller  did  not 
always  decide  between  thefe  opi¬ 
nions  :  fometimes  he  proved  that 
they  ought  ail  to  be  rejected.  No-* 
thing  of  importance  that  had  been 
previoufly  pubiifhed,  efcaped  his 
obfervatibn,  and  he  almoft  uniform¬ 
ly  added  remarks  of  his  own  to  the 
intelligence  he  had  obtained  from 
books. 

44  We  fhall  not  here  enter  into  the 
immenfe  detail  of  errors  which  Hal¬ 
ler  has  defljroyeu  in  phyfiology  ;  of 
new  faffs  which  he  has  added  ;  of 
the  ingenious  and  deep  views  which 
he  has  opened;  or  the  doubts  be 
has  cleared  up,  or  of  the  theories 
he  has  perfected  or  reformed  :  this 
would  be  to  copy  the  whole  of  his 
work.  We  (hall  confine  ourfelves 
chiefly  to  thofe  fubjeds,  on  which 


he  has  drawn  every  thing  from  his 
own  proper  fountain,  viz.  genera¬ 
tion,  the  formation  of  the  bones? 
and  irritability. 

j 

i(  Hisnumerous  experiments  which 
have  generation  for  their  objed 
Were  made  on  birds.  The  facility 
of  examining  their  eggs,  at  almofl: 
all  hours  of  their  incubation,  pre* 
feiited  him  with  advantages  which 
he  could  not  have  found,  had  he 
made  his  inquiries  on  any  other* 
kind  of  animals.  Fie  traced  the 
formation  of  the  chicken,  from  the 
in  flan  t  in  which  the  firft  change  in 
the  egg  is  perceived,  and  the  vital 
fpeck  begins  to  dilate,  to  that  when 
the  little  animal  quits  the  fhell  in 
which  it  has  been  tormed.  He  faw* 
if  we  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  the 
organs  fucceflivcly  fpring  up  before 
his  eyes,  acquire  life  and  motion  ; 
faw  them  transformed  and  per  fed- 
ed  ;  aflame  the  feveral  difpolitions 
allotted  to  them  in  the  animal ;  and 
beheld  the  arteries  and  veins  unfold 
themfelves.  The  veflels  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  chicken  are  confuted  and  form  a 
K  contF 
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continuity  with  thofe  of  the  yolk  of 
the  egg  ;  and  as  thefe  veffeis  of  the 
yolk  are  obfervable  in  eggs  which 
are  unimpregnated,  M.  de  Haller 
thought  himfelf  warranted  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  chicken  exifted  ready 
formed  in  the  egg,  previoufly  to  its 
impregnation.  He  was  equally  af- 
fured  that  the  foetus  is  alio  wholly 
formed  in  the  females  of  oviparous 
animals  ;  and  he  regarded  this  ob- 
fervation  as  a  concluiive  proof  in 
favour  of  the  fyfiem  of  the  fuccef- 
five  developement  of  germs.  He 
however,  perhaps,  regarded  it  as  a 
mere  probability ;  and  would  not 
have  divefied  himfelf  of  that  wif- 
dom  which  rendered  him  inaccefii- 
ble  to  the  fpirit  of  fyfiem,  if  he  had 
not  been  infpired  with  a  fecret  pro- 
penfity  to  this  opinion,  by  reafons 
of  a  different  kind. 

44  He  apprehended  that  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  an  animal,  by  means  purely 
mechanical,  would  deftroy  one  of 
the  proofs  of  the  dodlrine  of  provi¬ 
dence.  But  is  it  not  fufficient  for 
thofe  who  fearch,  in  nature,  for 
proofs  of  this  dodtrine,  that  the 
phenomena  are  regulated  by  certain 
laws,  whatever  thefe  l£uvs  may  be  ? 
Is  not  the  cryftallifation  of  a  fait, 
Which  conftantly  afilimes  the  fame 
form,  a  phenomenon  as  admirable 
as  that  of  the  generation  of  animals? 
In  fhort,  the  laws  which  a<ff  upon 
matter,  being  equally  conftanr,  and 
the  phenomena  refulting  from  them 
uniformly  offering  the  fame  regu¬ 
larity,  whatever  fyfiem  we  employ 
to  explain  them,  is  it  not  in  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  which  the  whole 
of  thefe  phenomena  announce,  and 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  powers  they 
produce,  that  w6  ought  to  look  fo  r 
roofs  of  the  exiilence  of  a  fuperior 
eing  ? 

44  It  may  appear  more  Angular  that 
M.  de  Haller  fhould  believe  religion 
morality  to  be  mterefted  in  the 

§ 


opinions  of  philofophers,  concern¬ 
ing  the  formation  of  organ i fed  be¬ 
ings,  as  he  had  attacked,  in  his  dif- 
fertation  on  mongers,  the  identical 
metaphyfical  reafonings,  which  he 
has  fince  employed  in  favour  of  the 
developement  of  germs ;  and  he 
himfelf  had  proved,  as  we  fhali 
prefently  relate,  that  the  repole  of 
a  philofopher  may  be  difiurbed  by 
thefe  trivial  charges,  which  are  of¬ 
ten  too  wantonly  made  and  ealily 
admitted. 

4  4  In  the  experiments  on  ofiification, 
M.  de  Haller  traces  the  progrefs  of 
the  growth  and  folidity  of  the  bones 
in  oviparous  animals.  He  then  ex¬ 
amines  the  formation  of  a  callus  in 
the  bones  of  adult  animals.  He 
thought  he  ’  *: i  difcovered,  in  his 
experiments,  that  the  bones  are,  at 
firfi,  a  jelly  of  a  thin  cOnfiftence, 
but  organifed  and  formed  of  veffeis, 
originally  imperceptible  to  the  light, 
as  being  tranfparent  and  filled  with 
a  colourlefs  liquid.  This  jelly  af¬ 
terwards  affumes  a  more  folid  form  :• 
the  veffeis  become  vifible,  and  it  at 
lafi  offifies,  by  the  blood  of  the  ar¬ 
teries,  which  pafs  through  it,  de- 
pofiting  in  it  an  earthy  matter. 
According  to  his  opinion,  the  peri- 
ofteum  contributes  nothing  to  olfifi- 
cation,  becaufe  it  has  a  different  or- 
ganilation  from  that  of  the  bones  ; 
becaufe  fome  bones  have  no  peri- 
ofteum,  and  this  membrane  is  co¬ 
vered  by  calluffes  or  offeous  pro¬ 
ductions  ;  and  lafily,  becaufe  in  a 
foetus,  the  bones,  at  the  time  they 
become  folid,  have  no  adhefion  to 
the  periofieum. 

44  Thefe  opinions  of  Haller  differ 
from  thofe  of  Buharnel,  who  ex¬ 
plains  the  formation  of  the  bones  by 
fuppofing  a  fucceffive  ofiification  of 
the  membranes  of  the  periofieum. 
Indeed  fome  of  M-  de  Haller’s  ex¬ 
periments  would  appear  difficult  of 
explanation)  if  we  were  to  adopt  the 

theory, 
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theory  of  M.  Duhamel.  Nor  is  it 
lefs  difficult  to  account,  on  Haller’s 
fyitern,  for  the  formation  of  bony 
lamina,  and  efpecially  for  the  alter¬ 
nate  red  and  white  ft  rat  a,  which  are 
obferved  in  the  bones  of  animals 
fed,  fometimes  with  their  common 
food,  and  fometimes  with  the  fame 
food  mixed  with  madder  ;  fo  that 
thefe  two  opinions,  both  of  which 
are  founded  on  experiments,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  by  philofophers  diftinguiihed 
for  their  averlion  to  fyftematic  ideas, 
have  divided,  and  hill  continue  to 
divide,  phyliologifls. 

By  irritability,  M.  de  Halier 
means,  that  property,  which  cer¬ 
tain  parts  of  living  bodies  poffefs, 
of  contracting  when  wounded,  or 
even  when  touched,  independently  of 
the  will  of  the  animal  that  is  the 
fubjebt  of  the  experiment,  and  with¬ 
out  its  feeling  any  pain.  A  pro¬ 
perty,  which  plants  feem  alfo  to 
partake,  and  which  being  difiinCt 
from  fenfibility,  does  not  depend 
on  the  fame  organs.  He  endea- 
*  Yours  to  prove,  that  irritability  re- 
fides  exciulively  in  the  mufcular 
fibres,  and  fenfibility  in  the  nerves : 
he  demonflrates  how,  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body,  almoft  all 


of  which  are  mixed  with  mufcles 
and  nerves,  the  fenfibility,  they 
ffiew,  depends  on  the  nerves,  and 
their  irritability  on  the  mufcles  ; 
that  thofe  parts  which  are  deftitute 
of  mufcles  are  not  irritable,  and 
thofe  that  are  defiitute  of  nerves  are 
not  fenfible ;  that  if  the  nerves  be 
divided,  which  unite  any  part  to  the 
brain,  the  fenfibility  of  the  part 
will  be  loft,  while  its  irritability 
will  remain.  The  nerve,  when  {Se¬ 
parated  from  the  brain,  ceafes  to 
contract :  it  only  prefer ves  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  motion,  becaufe  it  may 
ferve  as  a  foreign  body  to  excite  ir¬ 
ritability  in  the  mufcle  to  which  it 
belongs.  On  the  contrary,  a  muf- 
cle,  though  feparated  from  the  liv¬ 
ing  body,  fall  retains  figns  of  irri¬ 
tability  ;  but  the  power  of  it  is  di- 
minifhed,  and  ceafes  in  a  very  iliort 
time.  He  cautions  againft  con¬ 
founding  irritability  with  elafticity, 
which  is  a  property  purely  mecha¬ 
nical,  and  teaches  to  diftinguifti  the 
motions  which  irritability  produces, 
from  thofe  merely  chemical  changes 
which  the  application  of  cauftics 
induces  in  all  the  fofc  parts  of  or- 
ganifed  bodies.” 
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ii  f  M  the  cultivation  of  pepper,  the 
fir  ft  circumftance  that  claims 
attention,  and  on  which  indeed  the 
whole  depends,  is  the  choice  of  pro¬ 
per  ground.  The  experiments  hi¬ 
therto  made  by  Europeans,  have 
not  been  fuffieiently  accurate,  to  de¬ 
termine  the  particular  foil  that  fuits 
it  beft  ;  but  it  appears  to  thrive  with 
nearly  equal  vigour  in  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds,  between  the  two  ex¬ 


tremes  ;  of  fand,  which  prevails 
through  the  low  country  near  the 

o 

fea  coaft  ;  and  of  the  barren,  yel¬ 
low  clay,  of  which  is  formed  the 
greater  part  of  the  riling  grounds, 
as  they  approach  the  hills.  The 
latter  indeed,  at  greater  or  lefs 
depth,  conftitutes  generally  the  balls 
even  of  the  beft  foils  ;  but  when 
covered  by  a  coat  of  mould,  not  lefs 
than  a  foot  deep,  it  is  fufficiently 
K  z  fertile 
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for  every  purpofe  of  this  cultiva¬ 
tion.  The  level  ground,  along  the 
banks  of  rivers,  if  not  fo  low  as  to 
be  flooded  by  the  frelhes  ;  or  even 
then,  if  the  water  does  not  remain 
upon  it  above  a  day  ;  affords  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  molt  eligible  fpots,  both 
in  point  of  fertility,  and  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  water  carriage  for  the  pro¬ 
duce.  Declivities,  unlefs  very  gen¬ 
tle,  are  to  be  avoided  ;  as  the  mould, 
loofened  by  culture,  is  liable  in  fuch 
lituations,  to  be  fwept  away  by  the 
heavy  rains.  Even  plains,  when 
covered  by  long  grafs  only,  will  not 
be  found  to  anfvver,  without  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  plough,  and  of  ma¬ 
nure  ;  their  long  expofure  to  the 
fun,  exhaufling  the  fource  of  their 
fertility.  How  far  the  produce  in 
general  might  be  increafed  by  the 
introduction  of  thefe  improvements 
in  agriculture,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  fay  ;  but  I  fear,  that  from  the 
natural  indolence  of  the  people,  and 
their  averfenels  from  the  bufinefs  of 
pepper  planting,  owing  in  great 
meafure  to  the  Email  returns  it 
yields  them,  they  will  never  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  take  more  pains  with 
it  than  they  now  do.  The  planter, 
therefore,  depending  more  upon  the 
natural  quality  of  the  foil,  than  on 
any  improvement  it  may  receive 
from  his  labour,  will  find  none  to 
fui!t  his  purpofe  better  than  that  co¬ 
vered  with  old  woods  ;  whole  rotting 
trunks,  and  falling  leaves,  enfure  to 
him  a  degree  of  fertility,  fuperior 
to  any  that  is  likely  to  be  given  to 
other  ground,  by  a  people,  with 
whom  agriculture  is  in  its  infancy. 
Such  fpots  are  generally  chofen  by 
the  induftrious  among  them  for  their 
laddangs  ( paddee,  or  rice  planta¬ 
tions)  ;  and  though  the  labour  that 
attends  them  is  confiderable,  and  it 
may  be  prefumed,  that  their  fertility 
can  fcarcely  be  fo  foon  exhaufted, 
is  very  feldom  that  they  leek 


from  the  fame  ground,  a  fecond 
crop  of  grain.  Allured  by  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  confiderable  produce  from 
a  virgin  foil,  and  having  land  for 
the  mod  part  at  will,  they  renew 
their  labour  annually,  and  defert  the 
plantations  of  the  preceding  year. 
Such  deferted  plantations,  however, 
are  often  favourable  for  pepper  gar¬ 
dens  ;  and  young  woods,  of  even 
three  or  four  years  growth  (baloo- 
kar),  frequently  cover  ground  of 
this  nature,  equal  to  any  that  is  to 
be  met  with.  Upon  the  whole, 
where  variety  of  lituations  admits  of 
choice,  the  preference  is  to  be  given 
to  level  grounds,  moderately  ele¬ 
vated,  covered  with  wood,  as  near 
as  may  be  to  the  banks  of  rivers  or 
rivulets,  and  the  furface  of  whofe 
foil  is  a  dark  mould  of  proper  depth. 
This  is  to  be  cleared  as  for  a  lad- 
dang  ;  the  underwood  being  firil  cut 
down,  and  left  fome  days  to  wither, 
before  the  larger  trees  are  felled. 
When  completely  dry,  and  after 
fbme  continuance  of  fair  weather, 
the  whole  is  burned  ;  and  if  effec¬ 
tually  done,  little  remains  to  render 
the  fpot  as  clear  as  is  requilite. 

The  garden  ground  is  then  mark¬ 
ed  out,  in  regular  fquares  of  fix  feet 
or  live  Malay  covits,  the  intended 
difiance  of  the  plants  of  which  there 
are  ufually  a  thoufand  in  each  gar¬ 
den.  The  next  bufinefs  is  to  plant 
the  chinkareens.  Thefe  are  to  ferve 
as  props  to  the  pepper  vines,  (as 
the  Romans  planted  elms  for  their 
grapes),  and  are  cuttings  of  a  tree 
of  that  name,  put  in  the  ground  fe- 
veral  months  before  the  pepper,  that 
the  Ihoot  may  be  firong  enough  to 
fupport  the  plant,  when  it  comes  to 
twine  round  it.  Sometimes  the 
chinkareens  are  chofen  fix  feet  long, 
and  the  vine  is  then  planted  the 
fame  feafon,  or  as  loon  as  the  for¬ 
mer  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  root : 
but  the  principal  objections  to  this 

method 
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method  are,  that  in  this  Fate,  they 
are  very  liable  to  fail,  and  require 
renewal,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  gar¬ 
den  ;  that  their  fhoots  are  not  fo 
vigorous  as  thofe  of  the  Fiore  cut¬ 
tings  ;  and  that  they  frequently 
grow  crooked.  The  cirpumdances 
which  render  the  chinkareen  parti¬ 
cularly  proper  for  this  purpofe,  are, 
its  eaiinefs  and  qui.cknefs  of  growth  ; 
and  the  little  thorns  or  fpines  with 
which  it  is  armed  ,  enabling  the  vine 
more  firmly  to  adhere  to  It.  Some, 
however,  prefer  the  bitter  chinka¬ 
reen,  (with  a  brownifh  red  flower), 
though  fmooth,  to  the  prickly  (bear¬ 
ing  a  white),  hecaufe  the  elephant, 
which  often  proves  deftruritive  to 
the  gardens,  avoids  the  former,  on 
account  of  its  difagreeable  tafle, 
though  it  is  not  deterred  by  the 
fpines,  from  devouring  the  other 
fpecies.  Thefe,  however,  are  more 
generally  in  ufe. 

44  When  the  chinkareen  has  been 
fome  months  planted,  the  mod  pro- 
mifing,  perpendicular  (hoot,  is  to 
’he  referved  for  growth,  and  the  red 
to  be  lopped  off;  and  when  it  has 
attained  10  the  height  of  two,  or  at 
moff,  two  fathoms  and  a  half,  it  is 
to  be  headed  or  topped  ;  no  farther 
height  being  required. 

44  It  has  been  often  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  the  growth  and  produce  of  the 
pepper  vine,  is  not  conliderably  in¬ 
jured  by  the  chinkareen,  which  mud 
rob  it  of  its  proper  nouriffment,  by 
exhauding  the  earth.  On  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  the  vine,  in  other  of  the  ead- 
prn  i {lands,  and  particularly  at  Bor¬ 
neo  Proper,  is  fupported  by  poles, 
that  do  not  vegetate,  as  are  hops  in 
England.  Yn  It  is  by  no  means 
clear  to  me,  that  the  Sumatran  me¬ 
thod  is  fo  difadvantageous  as  it  may 
feem.  By  reafon  of  the.  pepper  vine 
lading  many  years,  whjld  the  poles, 
ex  poled  to  the  fun  and  rain,  and 
loaded  with  a  condderable  weight, 


cannot  be  luppofed  to  lad  above 
two  feafons,  there  mud  be  a  fre¬ 
quent  drifting;  which,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  utmod  care,  mud  tear  the 
plants,  and  often  dedroy  them.  Be- 
fides,  it  may  perhaps  be  the  cafe, 
that  the  dielter  from  the  violent  rays 
of  the  fun,  adbrded  by  the  branches 
of  the  chinkareen,  to  the  plants  ; 
and  which,  during  the  dry  mon- 
foon,  is  of  the  utmod  confequencc, 
may  go  near  to  counterbalance  the 
injury  occafloned  by  their  roots  ; 
not  to  infld  on  the  opinion  of  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  writer,  that  trees,  ariting  as 
fyphons,  derive  from  the  air,  and 
tranfnrit  to  the  earth,  as  much  of 
the  principle  of  vegetation,  as  are 
expended  in  their  nourifhment.  I 
believe  it  is  not  obferved,  that 
ground,  covered  with  large  trees,  or 
other  perennials,  is  much  impo- 
verifhed  by  them  ;  which  perhaps 
may  only  be  the  cafe  with  annuals. 
Of  this,  however,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  judge. 

44  The  chinkareens  are  planted 
one  fathom,  or  one  fathom  and  a 
quarter  afunder,  that  they  may  not 
impede  each  other’s  growth,  or  keep 
too  much  of  the  air  from  the  vines, 
The  boughs  are  carefully  lopt  from 
the  dem,  and  the  top  cut  in  fueh  a 
manner,  as  to  make  it  fpread  in  an 
umbell,  for  the  purpofe  of  more  ef¬ 
fectually  diading  the  garden.  The 
proper  feafon  for  lopping  them,  js 
during  the  rainy  months,  or  No? 
vember,  December,  and  January, 
which,  befide  the  view  to  their  (hoot¬ 
ing  forth  again  towards  the  dry  fea¬ 
fon,  prevents  the  plants  from  being 
injured  by  the  dropping  from  the 
branches.  Great  aiflduity  is  requir¬ 
ed  of  the  planters,  to  keep  the 
gardens  from  being  over- run  with 
weeds  and  flirubs,  which  would  foon 
choke  the  plants.  Thefe  they  re¬ 
move  with  prang  (bill)  and  hoe  ; 
taking  care  not  fa  injure  the  root<5 
V'  K  3  of 
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of  the  pepper ;  yet,  in  the  hot 
months  of  June,  July,  and  Aug  lift, 
they  fuffer  the  ground  to  remain  co¬ 
vered  with  lallang  (long  grafs),  as 
it  contributes  to  mitigate  the  effects 
of  the  violent  heat  upon  the  earth, 
and  preferves  the  dews,  that  at  this 
time  fall  copioufly,  a  longer  time  on 
the  ground  ;  which  tends  much  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  the  young 
vines,  and  thole  newly  turned  down. 

“  The  plants  of  the  pepper  are 
moll:  commonly  taken  from  the 
{hoots  that  run  along  the  earth,  from 
the  foot  of  an  old  vine  ;  and  as 
thefe,  from  alrnoft  every  knot  or 
joint,  ftrike  roots  into  the  ground, 
and  fnoot  up  perpendicularly,  a  An¬ 
gle  joint,  in  this  ftate,  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  plant  for  propagation.  It  re¬ 
quires  at  firft  fome  little  aftiftance, 
to  train  it  to  the  chinkareen  ;  but  it 
will  feon  fecure  its  hold,  by  the  fibres 
that  fpread  from  the  joints  of  its 
ftem  and  branches.  i 

44  Two  vines  are  ufually  planted 
to  one  chinkareen.  Thefe  are  fuf- 
fered  to  grow  for  three  years,  with 
only  a  little  occafional  attention  ;  by 
“which  time  they  attain,  according 
as  the  foil  is  fertile,  the  height  of 
eight  to  twelve  feet,  and  begin  to 
Fivew  their  fruit.  Then  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  turning  down,  is  performed ; 
for  which,  moderate  rainy  weather 
is  neceftary.  They  are  cut  off  a- 
hout  three  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
being  loofened  from  the  prop,  are 
bent  into  the  earth,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  upper  end  returns  to 
the  roots ;  the  vine  lying  horizon¬ 
tally,  and  forming  a  kind  of  circle:. 
This,  by  laying  as  it  were  a  new 
foundation,  is  fuppofed  to  give  frefh 
vigour  to  the  plants,  and  they  bear 
plentifully  the  enfuing  feafon  ; 
whereas,  if  permitted  to  run  up  in 
the  natural  way,  they  would  ex- 
hauft  themfelves  in  leaves,  and  pro¬ 
duce  but  little  fruit.  The  garden 


fbould  be  turned  down  at  the 
feafon  when  the  clufters  begin  to 
ripen  ;  and  there  is  faid  to  be  a  great 
nicety  in  hitting  the  exadf  time ;  for 
if  it  be  done  too  foon,  the  vines 
fometimes  do  not  bear  for  three 
years  afterwards,  like  frefh  plants  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand  alfo,  the  pro¬ 
duce  is  retarded,  when  they  omit  to 
turn  them  down  till  after  the  fruit 
is  gathered  ;  which,  avarice  of  pre- 
ferit,  at  the  expence  of  future  ad¬ 
vantage,  fometimes  inclines  them  to. 
It  is  not  very  material  how  many 
Items  the  vine  may  have,  in  its  firft: 
growth,  but  after  turning  down, 
two  only,  (or  if  very  ftrong,  one) 
muft  be  fufferedto  rife,  and  cling  to 
the  chinkareen  :  more  are  fuper- 
fluous,  and  only  weaken  the  whole. 
The  furplus  number  may,  however, 
be  advantageoufiy  ufed,  by  being 
cut  off  at  the  root,  on  turning  down, 
and  transplanted  either  to  the  chin- 
kareens,  whole  vines  have  failed,  or 
to  others,  increafing  the  garden. 
With  thefe  offsets,  whole  gardens 
may  be  -at  once  planted,  and  the 
ftem  thus  removed  will  bear  as 
foon,  or  nearly  fo,  as  that  from  which 
it  has  been  taken.  The  chinkareen 
intended  to  receive  them  muft,  of 
courfe,  be  proportionably  large. 
Where  the  plants  or  offsets  of  this 
kind  (called  lado  angore)..,  can  be 
procured  in  plenty,  from  gardens 
that  are  turning  down,  they  are 
fometimes  planted  of  the  full  fize, 
two  fathoms ;  by  which  means,  fruit 
may  be  obtained,  at  fartheft,  by  the 
fecond  feafon.  The  luxuriant  fide- 
fhoots  from  the  vines,  are  to  be 
plucked  off ;  as  well  as  thofe  that 
creep  along  the  ground,  unlefs  where 
they  may  be  required  for  plants  ; 
and  if  the  head  of  the  vine  becomes 
too  bufhy,  it  muft  be  pruned  away. 

“  Befides  the  method  already  de- 
fcrib'ed,  of  turning  down  vines,  the 
planters  fometimes  practice  the  fol- 
-  •  !  -  lowing. 
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lowing.  The  original  vine,  when 
■cut  fhort,  is  not  bent  into  the  earth, 
but  two  or  three  of  the  bell  fhoots 
from  it  are  turned  down,  and  let  to 
fpring  up  at  feme  diflance  ;  being 
flill  brought  back,  and  trained  to 
the  fame  chinkareen.  By  this  means 
the  nourifhment  is  colledled  from  a 
more  extenfive  circuit  of  earth. 
Sometimes  the  gardens  are  fuffered 
to  grow  without  turning  down  at  all; 
but  as  the  produce  is  l'uppofed  to  be 
conftderably  injured  by  the  negledt, 
and  doubtlefs  with  reafon,  the  con¬ 
trary  is  enjoined  by  the  ftridted  or¬ 
ders. 

44  When  the  vines  originally 
planted  to  any  of  the  chinkareens, 
are  obferved  to  fail  or  mils,  inftead 
of  replacing  them  with  new  plants, 
they  conduct  one  of  the  fhoots,  or 
fuccours,  from  a  neighbouring  vine, 
to  the  fpqt,  through  a  trench  made 
in  the  ground,  and  there  fuffer  it  to 
rife  up  anew  ;  often  at  the  diflance 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  from  the 
parent  flock, 

4 4  This  practice  of  turning  down 
the  vines,  which  appears  very  lin¬ 
gular,  and  certainly  contributes  to 
the  duration,  as  well  as  ftrength  of 
the  plant,  yet  probably  may  a- 
inount  to  nothing  more  than  a  fub- 
ilitute  tor  tranfplantation.  The 
people  of  Europe  obferving  that 
plants  often  fail  to  thrive,  when 
permitted  to  grow  up  in  the  lame 
beds  where  they  were  firfl  fet,  found 
it  expedient  to  remove  them,  at  a 
certain  period  of  their  growth,  to 
frefl'i  lunations.  The  Sumatrans  ob¬ 
ferving  the  lame  failure,  in  the  firfl 
cafe,  had  recourie  to  the  fame  alter¬ 
native  ;  but  e defied  it  in  a  different, 
and  perhaps  more  advantageous 
mode.  It  fhould  be  remarked  that 
attempts  have  been  made  to  propa¬ 
gate  the  pepper  by  cuttings,  or  lay¬ 
ers,  called  charrang,  inflead  of  the 
ufual  method  ;  which  at  firfl  feemed 


to  promife  great  fuccefs ;  but  it  was 
found  that  thefe  did  not  continue  to 
bear  for  an  equal  number  of  years ; 
which  was  a  powerful  argument  for 
difcontinuing  the  experiment. 

44  The  vines,  as  has  been  ob- 
ferv.ed,  generally  begin  to  bear  in 
three  years  from  the  time  of  plant¬ 
ing  ;  but  their  produce  is  retarded 
for  one,  or  perhaps  two  years,  by 
the  procefs  of  turning  them  down. 
This  afterwards  continues  to  increafe 
till  the  feventh  or  eighth  year,  when 
the  garden  is  efleemed  in  prime  ; 
and  that  (late  it  maintains,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  good  riels  of  the  foil,  for 
one,  two  or  three  years,  when  it 
gradually  declines,  till  it  grows  too 
old  to  bear.  Fruit  has  been  gathered 
from  feme  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years  ;  but  fuch  inftances  are  very 
uncommon. 

44  A  man  and  woman,  if  induf- 
trious,  may  with  eafe  look  after  a 
garden  of  a  thoufand  vines  ;  befides 
raffing  paddee  fufficient  for  their 
fubfiftence :  or  one  hard-working 
man  can  perform  it.  In  order  to 
lighten  the  talk,  a  crop  of  grain  is 
commonly,  and  may  without  detri¬ 
ment,  be  raifed  from  the  garden 
ground  in  the  fir  if  feafon.  When 
cleared,  juft  before  they  few  the 
paddee,  the  lhort  chinkareens  are  to 
be  planted ;  and  when  it  is  reaped, 
and  the  ftalks  of  it  cleared  away, 
thefe  are  of  proper  age  to  receive 
the  vines.  By  thus  uniting  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  bis  culture,  the  planter  may 
have  a  garden  formed,  without  any 
other,  (for  a  feafon)  than  the  ufual 
labour  neceftary  for  railing  provi- 
lions  for  his  family, 

44  The  pepper  gardens  are  plant¬ 
ed  in  even  rows,  running  parallel 
and  at  right  angles  with  each  other. 
Their  appearance  is  very  beautiful, 
and  rendered  more  ftriking  by  the 
contrail  they  exhibit  to  the  wild 
fcenes  of  nature  which  fun  and 
K  4  them* 
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them.  In  highly  cultivated  coun¬ 
tries,  fuch  as  England,  where  land¬ 
ed  property  is  all  lined  out,  and 
bounded  and  interfered  with  walls 
and  hedges,  we  endeavour  to  give 
our  gardens  and  pleafure  grounds  the 
charm  of  variety  and  novelty,  by 
imitating  the  wiidneffes  of  nature 
in  ftudled  irregularities.  Winding 
walks,  hanging  woods,  craggyrocks, 
falls  of  water,  are  all  looked  upon 
as  improvements  ;  and  the  ftately 
avenues,  the  canals,  and  lawns  of 
our  ancedors,  which  afforded  the 
beauty  of  contrail:,  in  ruder  times, 
are  now  exploded.  Thefe  different 
tades  are  not  merely  the  effedt  of 

j 

caprice,  nor  entirely  of  refinement, 
but  refit  It  from  the  change  of  cir- 
cumffances.  A  man  who  fhould  at¬ 
tempt  on  Sumatra,  the  modern,  or 
irregular  dyle  of  laying  out  grounds, 
would  attract  but  little  attention,  as 
the  unimproved  fcenes,  adjoining  on 
every  fide,  would  probably  eclipfe 
his  labours.  Could  he,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  raife  up,  amidll:  thefe  magni¬ 
ficent  wilds,  one  of  the  antiquated 
parterres,  with  its  canals  and  foun¬ 
tains,  whole  fymmetry  he  has  learn¬ 
ed  to  defpife,  his  work  would  pro¬ 
duce  admiration  and  delight.  A 

<D 

pepper  garden  cultivated  in  Eng¬ 
land,  would  not,  in  point  of  exter¬ 
nal  appearance,  be  confidered  as  an 
objedi  of  extraordinary  beauty,  and 
would  be  particularly  found  fault 
with  for  its  uniformity  ;  yet,  in  Su¬ 
matra,  I  never  entered  one,  after 
travelling  many  miles,  as  is  ufually 
the  cafe,  through  the  woods,  that 
I  did  not  find  myfelf  affedted  with  a 
ffrong  fen  fat  ion  of  pleafure.  Per¬ 
haps  the  fimple  view  of  human  in- 
duftry,  fo  fcantily  prefented  in  that 
ifiand,  might  contribute  to  this  plea- 
Ftire,  by  awakening  thofe  focial  feel¬ 
ings  that  nature  has  infpired  us  with, 
and  which  make  our  breads  glow  on 
the  perception  of  whatever  indicates 


the  happinefs  of  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures. 

“  Once  in  every  year,  a  furvey 
of  all  the  pepper  plantations  is  taken 
by  the  company’s  European  fervants, 
relident  at  the  various  fettlements, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  that 
article  is  cultivated.  The  number 
of  vines  in  each  particular  garden  is 
counted  ;  accurate  obfervation  is 
made  of  its  date  and  condition  ;  or¬ 
ders  are  given,  where  aeceffary,  for 
farther  care,  for  completion  of  iti- 
pulated  quantity,  renewals,  changes 
of  fituation  for  better  foil  ;  and  re¬ 
wards  and  punilhments  are  didri- 
buted  to  the  planters,  as  they  appear, 
from  the  degree  of  their  indudry  or 
remiflhefs,  deferring  of  either,  Me? 
morandums  of  ail  thefe  are  noted  iff 
the  furvey- book,  which,  beiide  giv¬ 
ing  prefent.  information  to  the  chief, 
and  to  the  governor  and  council,  to 
whom  a  copy  is  tranfmstted,  ferves 
as  a  guide  and  check  for  the  furvey 
of  the  fucceeding  year,  An  ab- 
dradt  of  the  form  of  the  book  is  as 
follows,  It  is  divided  into  fundry 
columns,  containing  the  name  of  the 
village  ;  the  names  of  the  planters  ; 
the  number  of  chinkareens  planted  ; 
the  number  of  vines  juft  planted  ; 
of  young  vines,  not  in  a  bearing 
date,  three  clafies  or  years ;  of  young 
vines  not  in  a  bearing  date,  three 
clafies  ;  of  vines  in  prime  ;  of  thofe 
on  decline  ;  of  thofe  that  are  old, 
bfft  ftill  productive  ;  the  total  nunu 
ber  ;  and  ladly,  the  quantity  of  pep? 
per  received  during  the  year.  A 
ipace  is  left  for  occafional  remarks, 
and  at  the  conclufion  is  fubjoined  a 
comparifon  of  the  total  of  each  co¬ 
lumn,  for  the  whole  difiridt  or  re- 
fidency,  with  thofe  of  the  preceding 
year,  This  bufinefs,  the  reader  will 
perceive  to  be  attended  with  con- 
fiderable  trouble,  exclufive  of  the 
a  (dual  fatigue  of  the  furvey  s,  which 
from  the  ffattffeqf  the  gountry,  muff 

pecefiarily 


CULTIVATION  OF  PEPPER  IN.  SUMATRA.  [153] 


necefFarily  be  performed  on  foot,  in 
a  climate  not  very  favourable  to 
fetch  exertions.  The  journeys  in 
few  places  can  be  performed  in  lefs 
-than  a  month,  and  often  require  a 
much  longer  time. 

6i  The  inhabitants,  by  the  ori¬ 
ginal  contracts  of  the  head  men  with 
the  company,  are  obliged  to  plant  a 
certain  number  of  vines  :  each  fa¬ 
mily  one  thoufand,  and  each  young 
unmarried  man,  live  hundred  ;  and 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  fucceffion  of 
produce,  fo  ibon  as  their  gardens 
■attain  to  their  prime  date,  they  are 
ordered  to  prepare  others,/ that  may 
begin  to  bear,  as  the  old  ones  fall 
off;  but  as  this  can  feldom  be  en¬ 
forced,  till  the  decline  becomes  evi¬ 
dent,  and  as  young  gardens  are  liable 
to  various  accidents,  which  older 
ones  are  exempt  from,  the  fucceffion 
is  rendered  incomplete,  and  the  con- 
fequence  is,  that  the  annual  produce 
of  each  dihriet  fluctuates,  and  is 
greater  or  lefs,  in  the  proportion  of 
the  quantify  of  bearing  vines  to  the 
whole  number.  To  enter  minutely 
into  the  detail  of  this  bulinefs,  will 
not  afford  much  information  or  en¬ 
tertainment  to  the  generality  of 
readers,  who  will  however  be  fur- 
pfifed  to  hear  that  pepper  planting, 
though  fcarcely  an  art,  fo  little  fkill 
appears  to  be  employed  in  its  cul¬ 
tivation,  is  nevertheiefs  a  very  ab- 
ffirufe  fcience.  The  profoundeft  in- 
vedigations  of  very  able  heads  have 
been  beftowedon  this  fubject,  which 
took  their  rife  from  the  cenfures  na¬ 
turally  exp  relied  by  the  directors  at 
home  to  the  iervants  abroad,  for  a 
fuppofed  malmanagement,  when  the 
inveftment,  as  it  is  termed,  of  pep¬ 
per,  decrea  fed  in  com  pari  fon  with 
preceding  years,  and  which  the  un- 
favourablenefs  of  feafons  did  not  by 
any  means  account  for  fatisfaftorily. 
To  obviate  fuch  charges,  it  became 
lieceflary  for  the  gentlemen  who  fu- 


perintended  the  bulinefs,  to  pay  at¬ 
tention  to,  and  explain  “the  efficient 
caufes  which  unavoidably  occasioned 
this  fluctuation,  and  to  eltablifh  ge¬ 
neral  principles  of  calculation,  by 
which  to  determine  at  any  time  the 
probable  future  produce  of  the  dif- 
lerent  relidencies.  Thefe  will  de¬ 
pend  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  me¬ 
dium  produce  of  a  determinate  num¬ 
ber  of  vines,  and  the  medium  num¬ 
ber  to  which  this  produce  is  to  be 
applied  ;  both  of  which  are  to  be 
alcertained  only  from  a  comprehen- 
five  view  of  the  fubjedf,  and  a  nice 
diferimi  nation.  Nothing  general 

can  be  determined  from  detached 
inbances.  It  is  not  the  produce  of 
one  particular  plantation,  in  one 
particular  llage  of  bearing,  and  in 
one  particular  feafon ;  but  the  mean 
produce  of  all  the  various  dalles  of 
bearing  vines  colledtively,  drawn 
from  the  experience  of  feveral  years, 
that  can  alone  be  depended  on  in 
calculations  of  this  nature.  So  in 
regard  to  the  medium  number  of 
vines  prefumed  to  ex  ill  at  any  re- 
iidency  in  a  future  year,  to  which 
the  medium  produce  of  a  certain 
number,  one  thoufand  for  in  dance, 
is  to  be  applied,  the  quantity  of 
young  vines  of  the  firb,  fecomd  and 
third  year,  muft  not  be  indiferimi- 
nately  advanced,  in  their  whole  ex¬ 
tent,  to  the  next  annual  llage,  but 
a  judicious  allowance,  founded  on 
experience  mud  be  made,  for  the 
accidents  to  .which,  in  fpite  of  a 
■  refident’s  urmoffi  care,  they  will  he 
expofed.  Some  are  lob  by  neglect 
or  death  of  the  owner  ;  fome  are  de~ 
ftro)ed  by  inundations,  others  by 
elephants  and  wild  buffaloes,  and 
fome  by  unfavourable  feafons  ;  and 
from  thefe  feveral  confiderations, 
the  number  of  vines  will  ever  be 
found  confiderably  decreafed,  by 
the  time  they  have  arrived  at  a  bear¬ 
ing:  date,  Another  important  ob- 
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ject  of  confideration,  in  thefe  mat¬ 
ters,  is  the  comparative  ftate  of  a.re- 
iidencv  at  any  particular  period,  with 
what  may  be  juftly  confidered  as  its 
medium  hate.  There  muft  exift  a 
determinate  proportion,  between  any 
number  of  bearing  vines,  and.fuch 
a  number  of  young  as  are  neceftary 
to  replace  them  when  they  go  off  and 
Peep  up  a  regular  fucceffion.  This 
will  depend  in  general  upon  the 
length  of  time  before  they  reach  a 
bearing  ftate,  and  during  which  they 
afterwards  continue  in  it.  If  this  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  happens  at  any  time 
to  be  difturbed,  the  produce  muft 
become  irregular.  Thus,  if  at  any 
period,  the  number  of  bearing  vines 
ihall  be  found  to  exceed  their  juft 
proportion  to  the  total  number,  the 
produce,  at  fuch  period,  is  to  be 
coniidered  as  above  the  mean,  and  a 
fubfequent  decreafe  may  be  with  cer¬ 
tainty  predicted,  and  vice  verfa.  If 
then  this  proportion  can  be  known, 
and  the  ftate  of  population  in  a  resi¬ 
dency  afee  trained,  it  becomes  eafy 
to  determine  the  true  medium  num¬ 
ber  of  bearing  vines  in  that  redden* 

CT" 

There  are,  agreeably  to  the  form 
of  the  furvey-book,  eleven  ftages 
or  dalles  of  vines,  each  advanced 
one  year.  Of  thefe  claffes,  fix  are 
bearing,  and  five  young.  If  there¬ 
fore  the  gardens  were  not  liable  to 
accidents,  but  palled  on  from  co¬ 
lumn  to  column  imdiminifhed,  the 
true  proportion  of  the  bearing  vines 
to  the  young,  would  be  as  fix  to 
five,  or  to  the  total,  as  fix  to  eleven. 
But  the  various  contingencies  above 
hinted  at,  muft  tend  to  reduce  this 
proportion  ;  while  on  the  other 
hand,  if  any  of  the  gardens  fhould 
continue  longer  than  is  neceftary  to 
pafs  through  all  the  ftages  on  the 
furvey-book,  or  fhould  remain  more 
than  one  year  in  a  prime  ftate,  thefe 
circumftances  would  tend  to  inert afe 


the  proportion-.-  What  then  is  the 
true  medium  proportion,  can  only 
be  determined  from  experience,  and 
by  comparing  the  ftate  of  a  refidency 
at  various  fucceffive  periods.  In 
order  to  afeertain  this  point,  a  very 
ingenious  gentleman,  and  able  fer- 
vant  of  the  Eaft  India  company  ; 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  moft 
part  of  what  I  have  laid  before  the 
reader  on  this  fubjedt;  drew  out,  in 
the  year  1777,  a  general  compara¬ 
tive  view  of  Manna  refidency,  from 
the  furveys  of  twelve  years,  annex¬ 
ing  the  produce  of  each  year.  From 
the  ftatement  it  appeared,  that  the 
proportion  of  the  bearing  vines  to 
the  whole  number,  in  that  ditlrict, 
was  no  more  than  5,1  to  11,  in- 
ftead  of  6  to  ir,  which  would  be 
the  proportion  if  not  reduced  by  ac¬ 
cidents  :  and  farther,  that  when 
the  whole  produce  of  the  twelve 
years  was  diffufed  over  the  whole 
number  of  bearing  vines  during  that 
period,  the  produce  of  one  thou- 
fand  vines  came  out  to  be  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty -three  pounds,  which 
muft  therefore  be  eftimated  as  the 
medium  produce  of  that  refidency. 
The  fame  principle  of  calculation 
being  applied  to  the  other  refiden- 
cies,  it  appeared,  that  the  mean  an¬ 
nual  produce  of  one  thoufand  vines* 
in  all  the  various  ftages  of  bearing, 
taken  collectively  throughout  the 
country,  deduced  from  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  twelve  years,  was  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  four  pounds.  It  likewife 
became  evident  from  the  ftatements 
drawn  out  by  that  gentleman,  that 
the  medium  annual  produce  of  the 
company’s  fettlements  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  Sumatra,  ought  to  be  efti- 
mated  at  twelve  hundred  tons,  of 
fixteen  hundred  weight ;  which  is 
corroborated  by  an  average  of  the 
aCtual  receipts  for  any  confiderable 
number  ofiycars.” 
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ACCOUNT  of  Motif.  De  St.  FOND’s  DESCRIPTION  of  EXPE. 
MENTS  made  by  the  AEROSTATIC  MACHINE. 


[From  the  Appendix  to  the  flxty-ninth  Volume  of  the  Monthly 

Review.] 


'  “  /E  avail  ourfelves  of  the  op- 

V  y  portunity  of  this  recent 
publication,  to  lay  be  lore  our  rea- 
,  tiers  a  brief  hiflorical  account  of 
the  very  mterfcfting  difeovery  which 
has  of  late  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
t  whole  philofophical  world  ;  and 
which  our  fanguine  neighbours  did 
:  notfcruple,  at’ the  very  firfl,  to  dig¬ 
nify  with  the  name  of  Aerial  Na- 
•  vigation. 

44  Although  the  author  of  this 
:  book  be  known  to  have  warmly  ef- 
poufed  the  party  of  Montgolfier,  in 
oppofition  to  that  of  Charles  (for 
there  are  parties  even  concerning 
,  balloons),  yet  his  reputation,  as  a 
l  man  of  learning  and  veracity,  is 
\  fufficiently  eftablifhed,  and  the  fluffs 
I  he  here  alleges  are  in  general,  as  we 
|  have  had  opportunities  to  afcertain 
1  by  collateral  evidence,  hated  with 
fiifficient  accuracy  to  juftify  us  in 
taking  him  for  oar  guide  in  this  na- 
rative. 

<s  The  preface  contains  a  fliort 
furvey  of  what  projects  have  for¬ 
merly  been  ftiggeifed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  floating  heavy  bodies  in  the 
atmofphere  ;  the  principal  of  which 
are  thofe  of  Lana,  a  Jefuit.  of  Bref- 
cia,  and  of  Gatien,  a  Dominican  of 
Avignon,  both  which  however  were, 
upon  well-efiablifhed  principles, 
found  by  theory  to  be  impolflble  in 
the  execution.  Due  honour  is  paid 
to  Mr.  Cavalio  of  London,  who, 
in  'i'f $2,  feemingly  with  a  view  to 
this  difeovery,  tried  to  fill  bags  of 
paper  and  bladders  with  inflammable 
air;  but  failed  in  hh  attempts,  by 
the  unexpected  permeability  of  pa¬ 
per  to  inflammable  air,  and  the  too 
great  proportional  weight  of  the 


common  fized  bladders.  Had  he 
then  thought  of  employing  gummed 
flik,  or  gold-beater’s  fkin,  he  pro¬ 
bably  would  have  plucked  the  very 
laurels  that  now  adorn  the  brows  of 
Montgolfier  and  Charles. 

44  L  The  honour  of  the  difeo¬ 
very  is  certainly  due  to  the  bro¬ 
thers  Stephen  and  Jofeph  Mont¬ 
golfier,  proprietors  of  a  con  inferable 
paper  manufacture  at  Annonay,  a 
town  in  the  Vivarais,  about  thirty-fix 
miles  fouth  of  Lyons :  and  their  in¬ 
vention  is  the  more  to  be  admired, 
as  it  is  not  the  effedf  of  the  late  dif¬ 
eovery  of  a  permanent  elaflic  fluid, 
lighter  than  the  common  air,  but  of 
properties  of  matter  long  known, 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  many  acute 
philofophers  of  this  and  of  the  la  ft 
century.  They  conceived  that  the 
effedf  they  looked  for  might  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  confining  vapours  lighter 
than  the  common  air,  in  an  invert¬ 
ed  bag,  or  covering,  fufficiently 
compact  to  prevent  their  evapora¬ 
tion,  and  fo  light,  that  when  in-? 
flated,  its  own  weight,  added  to 
that  of  the  inclofed  vapouy,  might 
fall  fomewhat  fliort  of  the  air  which 
its  bulk  difplaces. 

“  On  thefe  principles,  they  pre¬ 
pared  matters  for  an  experiment. 
They  formed  a  bag,  or  balloon,  of 
linen  cloth,  lined  with  paper,  near¬ 
ly  fpherical,  and  mea luring  about 
35  feet  in  diameter  ;  its  folid  con¬ 
tents  were  about  22,000  cubic  feet* 
a  lpace  nearly  equal  to  that  occu¬ 
pied  by  iqSolb  of  common  air,  of 
a  mean  temperature,  on  the  level 
of  the  fea. — The  vapour,  which, 
by  conjedfure,  was  about  half  as 
light  as  common  air,  weighed  9901b. 

The 
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The  balloon,  together  with  a  wood¬ 
en  frame  fulpended  to  the  bottom, 
which  was  to  ferve  as  ballad,  weigh¬ 
ed  49qlb.  whence  it  appears  that 
the  whole  muft  have  been  about 
50olb.  lighter  than  an  equal  bulk 
of  common  air.  This  difference  of 
ipecific  gravity,  by  which  thefe  bo¬ 
dies  are  made  to  rife,  we  ffiall 
henceforth,  without  warranting  the 
propriety  of  the  expreffion,  call 
their  power  of  afcenfion. 

ct  The  5th  of  June  1783,  was 
fixed  on  for  the  difpiay  of  this  lin¬ 
gular  experiment.  The  dates  of 
Vivarais,  who  were  then  affembled 
at  Annonay,  were  invited  to  the  ex¬ 
hibition. — The  flaccid  bag  was  fuf- 
pended  on  a  pole  35  feet  high; 
draw  and  chopped  wool  were  burnt 
tinder  the  opening  at  the  bottom  ; 
the  vapour,  or  rather  fmoke,  foon. 
inflated  the  bag,  fo  as  to  diflend  it 
In  all  its  parts  ;  and,  on  a  fudden, 
this  immenfe  mafs  afcended  in  the 
air  with  fuch  a  velocity,  that  in  lefs 
than  ten  minutes  it  appeared  to  be 
about  1000  toifes  above  the  heads  of 
the  fpedtators.  A  breeze  carried  it 
about  1200  toifes  from  the  fpot 
whence  it  departed  ;  and  then  the 
vapour,  either  efeaping  through 
fome  loop-holes  that  had  been  acci¬ 
dentally  left  in  the  confirmation,  or 
being  condenfed  by  the  coldnefs  of 
the  circumambient  air,  the  globe 
defcending  gradually  on  a  vineyard, 
with  fo  little  prcflure,  that  none  of 
the  flakes  were  broken,  and  fcarce 
any  of  the  branches  of  the  vines 
bent. 

44  II.  The  rumour  of  this  fuc- 
eefsful  experiment  foon  reached  the 
metropolis,  and  roufed  the  emula¬ 
tion  of  the  Pari  flan  philofophers. 
Without  waiting  for  particular  in- 
ftrudtions  from  the  inventors,  they 
concluded  on  a  method  of  their  own  ; 
and  refoived,  inftead  of  vapour  to 
ufe  inflammable  air  5  the  fpecific 


weight  of  which,  when  pure,  they 
knew  to  be  to  that  of  common  air 
nearly  as  one  to  ten. 

“  The  procels  of  producing  this 
air  being  very  expenfive,  the  author 
of  the  book  now  before  us,  fet  on 
foot  a  fubfeription  ;  and  having 
foon  raifed  a  fufficient  furn,  M. 
Charles,  profeffor  of  experimental 
philofophy,  and  M.  Robert,  a  ma¬ 
thematical  initrumem-maker,  were 
fet  to  work:  and  they  conftrudted  a 
globe  of  luteftring  (taffetas),  glazed 
over  with  elaflic  gum  diftolved  in 
fome  kind  of  fpirit  or  effentiai  oil. 
After  many  difficulties  and  difap- 
pointments,  which  will  ever  attend 
flrft  e flays,  they  fucceeded,  in  two 
days,  to  fill  this  globe  with  inflam¬ 
mable  air,  produced  from  looolb, 
of  iron-filings  and  4981b.  or  vitrio¬ 
lic  acid,  diluted  in  four  times  its 
quantity  of  water.  This  globe  mea- 
fured  1  2  feet  2  inches  in  diameter, 
its  folid  contents  were  943  feet  6 
lines  cubic,  and  its  power  of  afcen¬ 
fion  was  found  equal  to  351b 

44  The  27th  of  Auguft  1783, 
having  been  fixed  on  for  the  exhi¬ 
bition  of  this  experiment,  the  bal¬ 
loon  was  conveyed,  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  night,  floating  in  the  air,  from 
a  court  near  the  Place  des  Vidtoires, 
where  it  had  been  conflrudfed,  to 
the  Champ  de  Mars.— -Our  author 
indulges  his  lively  imagination  in  a 
lofty  defeription  of  this  nodiurnal 
procefiion,  which,  he  fays,  moved 
along  in  the  dead  of  night,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  party  of  guards,  with 
lighted  torches,  and  feemed  fo  aw¬ 
ful,  that  the  hackney-coachmen 
who  happened  to  be  in  its  way,  def- 
cended  from  their  feats,  and  devout¬ 
ly  proflrated  themfelves  before  the 
fupernatural  being  that  advanced  ia 
fuch  folemnftate 

44  The  concourfe  of  people,  tqi 
foot  and  in  carriages,  was  fo  im¬ 
menfe  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  that 

7  a  large 
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a  large  body  of  troops  were  drawn 
out  to  prevent  difturbances.  At 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  fig- 
nal  having  been  given  by  the  firing 
of  a  mortar,  the  cords  that  confin¬ 
ed  the  globe  were  cut,  and  it  rofe, 
in  lefs  than  two  minutes,  to  a  height 
of  near  5.00  toifes. — It  there  enter¬ 
ed  a  cloud,  but  foon  appeared  again, 
afcending  to  a  much  greater  height ; 
and  at  laft  it  was  loll  among  other 
clouds. 

64  Our  author  jufiiy  cenfures  the 
conduct  of  this  experiment ;  ob- 
ferving,  that  too  much  inflammable 
air,  and  that  even  fome  common  air 
had  been  introduced  into  the  globe, 
which  being  clofed  on  all  Tides,  left 
no  room,  for  the  expansion  of  this 
elaftic  fluid  when  it  thould  arrive  to 
a  more  rarefied  medium.  We  find, 
in  faft,  that  it  mufl  have  burfi  in 
confequence  of  this  expaniion ; 
fmce,  after  having  floated  about 
three  quarters  ©r  an  hour,  it  fell  in 
a  field  near  Gonefie,  a  village  about 
five  leagues  (15  miles)  N.  N.  W. 
of  the’  Champ  de  Mars.  It  mufi 
be  allowed,  that  the  mere  evapora¬ 
tion  of  the  air  could  not  well  have 
been  the  eaufe  of  its  dele  ending  fa 
foon.  Many  periodical  papers  have 
already  entertained  the  public  with 
ludicrous  accounts  of  the  aftoniih- 
ment  of  the  peafants  who  found  it, 
and  of  the  rough  treatment  it  re¬ 
ceived  at  their  hands. 

“  HI.  It  may  ealily  be  imagined, 
that  thefe  brilliant  fucceffes  animat¬ 
ed  the  t ral  of  all  the  curious  in' the 
metropolis ;  and  that  many  effays 
were  made  to  repeat  the  fame  ex¬ 
periments  upon  a  fmalier  fcale. 
Our  author,  accordingly,  in  a  third 
chapter,  mentions  a  number  of  thefe 
fecondary  attempts  ;  upon,  which 
we  Avail  dwell  no  longer,  than  only 
to  obferve,  that  they  fucceeded  with 
globes  made  of  gold-beaters  Ikin, 
and  only  12  inches  in  diameter* 


which  being  thought  the  leaf!  that 
could  be  made  to  alcendj  co  n  fide  r- 
ing  that  the  proportionate  weight  of 
the  materials  increafes  as  the  bulk  is 
diminifhed,  were  called  mini  mu  ms. 

44  IV.  M.  Montgolfier  junior, 
having  arrived  at  Paris,  a  few  days 
before  the  experiment  at  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  was  defired  by  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  to  repeat  the 
experiment  of  Annonay.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  con  fir  u£ted,  in  a  garden, 
in  the  Faxbourgh  St.  Germain,  a. 
balloon  of  an  elliptical  form,  70 
feet  high,  and  40  feet  in  diameter. 
If:  was  lined,  both  infide  and  out- 
fide,  with  paper.  Its  power  of  af- 
cenfion  was  found,  upon  calcula¬ 
tion,  to  be  about  i2$olb.  It  was 
filled  in  ten  minutes  bv  the  burning 
of  $olb.  of  draw  and  xolb.  of  chop¬ 
ped  wool.  It  was  loaded  with  a 
weight  of  5odb.  and  a  (tended, 
fafiened  to  ropes,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
deputies  of  the  Royal  Academy. 
But  it  proving  a  very  rainy  day,  the 
whole  apparatus  was  fo  eflentially 
damaged,  that  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  fet  it  loole. 

44  V.  We  come  now  to  the  expe¬ 
riment  made  on  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king 
and  queen,  the  court,  and  all  the 
Parifians  who  could  procure  a  con¬ 
veyance  to  Ver failles.  This  bal¬ 
loon  was  57  feet  high  and  41  in  dia¬ 
meter.  Its  power  of  afcenfion,  al¬ 
lowing  for  a  wicker  cage,  contain¬ 
ing  a  fheep,  a  cock,  and  a  duck, 
which  were  fufpended  to  it,  was 
equal  to  6961b.  As  only  four  days 
had  been  allowed  for  the  making 
this  machine,  it  could  not,  there¬ 
fore,  be  lined  with  paper.  M.  M. 
had  predifted,  that  it  Would  remain 
in  the  air  about  20  minutes ;  and, 
with  a  moderate  wind,  might  float 
to  a  "difiance  of  about  2000  toifes. 
But,  befide  feme  imperfection  in  the 

conftruftion. 
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conftrudtien,  owing  to  the  great 
hurry  iti  which  it  had  been  made, 
a  fudden  gufl  of  wind,  whilfi  it  was 
inflating,  made  two  rents  feven  feet 
long  near  the  top,  which  could  not 
but  in  fome  meafure  prevent  the 
promifed  effedt.  It  fwelied  however 
in  1 1  minutes  fufficiently  to  raife  it 
about  240  toifes ;  it  floated  to  the 
diftance  of  nearly  1700  toifes,  and, 
after  having  been  in  the  air  about 
eight  minutes,  it  fubfided  gradually 
in  the  wood  of  V aucreflbn.- -The 
•animals  in  the  cage  were  fafcly  land¬ 
ed.  The  (beep  was  found  feeding  ; 
the  cock  had  received  l'ome  hurt  on 
one  of  his  wings,  probably  from  a 
kick  of  the  {beep :  the  duck  was 
•perfectly  well. 

“  VI.  M.  Montgolfier,  deter¬ 
mined  now  to  repeat  the  experiment 
under  more  favourable  circum- 
,  fiances,  and  more  at  his  leifure.  He 
therefore  made  a  new  balloon,  in  a 
-garden,  in  the  Faxbourgh  St.  An¬ 
toine,  which  meafured  70  feet  in 
height,  and  46  feet  in  diameter.  A 
gallery  of  wicker  was  contrived 
round  the  aperture  at  the  bottom  ; 
under  which  an  iron  grate  or  brazier 
Was  fufpended,  and  port- holes  0- 
pened  on  the  infide  of  the  gallery, 
towards  the  aperture,  through  which 
any  perfon  cut  robur  et  as  triplex 
.circa  pettus  fuerity  who  might  ven¬ 
ture  to  afcend,  might  feed  the  fire 
on  the  grate,  and  thus  keep  up  the 
vapour,  fmoke,  or  as  we  rather  ap¬ 
prehend,  the  dilatation  of  the  air, 
in  this  vaft  cavity. 

“  On  the  15th  of  Odtober,  M. 
Pilatre  de  Rozier,  no  doubt  the  moil 
intrepid  philofopher  of  the  age, 
placed  himfelf  in  the  gallery,  af- 
cended  about  eighty  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  there  kept  the  balloon 
afloat  for  fome  time,  by  repeatedly 
throwing  flraw  and  wool  upon  the 
fire.  In  this  experiment  it  was 
found*  that  the  defcent  of  a  globe- 


(provided  no  extraordinary  accident 
happened  to  it)  mull  necefiarily  be 
gradual;  and  that  it  will  always 
light  foftly  upon  the  ground,  lince, 
in  fa£t,  in  every  part  of  its  defcent, 
it  enters  a  denier  medium  ;  whence 
its  velocity  in  falling  will  rather  be 
retarded  than  accelerated.  On  the 
19th  of  October,  M,  P.  de  R.  af- 
cended  a  fecond  time,  about  250 
feet.  After  continuing  flationary  a- 
bout  eight  minutes,  a  gull  of  wind 
carried  the  balloon  among  fome 
trees,  where  it  entangled  itfelf  fo 
as  to  endanger  its  being  torn  to 
pieces.  But  on  M.  R.  throwing 
fome  frefli  flraw  upon  the  fire,  it 
immediately  reafcended,  amid  the 
loud  acclamations  of  a  vail  multitude 
of  people,  who  little  expected  to  fee 
fo  fudden  a  recovery.  The  balloon 
was  then  hauled  down,  and  M. 
Giron  de  Viiiette  placed  himfelf  in 
the  gallery  oppofite  to  M.  R.  They 
were  once  more  let  up  ;  and  for 
fome  time  hovered  over  Paris,  in 
the  fight  of  all  its  inhabitants,  at 
the  height  of  324  feet. 

u  VII.  Matters  feemed  now  ripe 
for  a  free  aerial  navigation.  A 
fmoke  balloon,  very  fimilar  to  the 
one  lafi  deferibed,  was  prepared  to 
go  off  at  La  Muette,  a  royal  palace 
in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  where,  we 
are  informed,  the  king’s  children, 
now  ufually  refide.  All  things  be¬ 
ing  ready,  on  the  2?fl  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  M.  Pilatre  de  Roziet  took  his 
poft  in  the  gallery  ;  and  the  marquis 
D’Arlandes,  a  major  of  infantry, 
placed  himfelf  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  this  gallery,  as  a  counterpoife  to 
preferve  the  equilibrium  ot  the  ma¬ 
chine.  After  repairing  fome  da¬ 
mage  done  to  the  balloon  in  a  fir  A 
eflay,  it  was,  at  54  minutes  after 
one,  abfolutely  abandoned  to  the 
element ;  and  it  afcended  with  great 
rapidity. 

“  When  thefe  bold  adventurers 
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were  about  2 go  feet  In  the  air  they 
waved  their  hats  to  the  adonifhed 
multitude  ;  but  they  foon  after  rofe 
too  high  to  be  didinguifhed,  and  are 
thought  to  have  foared  to  an  eleva¬ 
tion  of  about  3000  feet.  The  hif- 
tory  of  this  navigation  (as  we  col¬ 
lect,  not  from  this  book,  but  from 
private  information  which  we  have 
reafon  to  think  authentic)  is,  in  fact, 
the  hiftory  of  the  alarms  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  D*  Aria  tides.  When  he  found 
himfelf  fo  high  that  he  could  no 
longer  diftinguifli  the  objects  upon 
earth,  he  thought  both  his  ambi¬ 
tion  and  his  curiofity  fufficiently 
gratified,  and  defired  his  companion 
to  ceafe  laying  draw  upon  the  fire, 
that  they  might  defcend.  M.  P.  de 
'Rozier,  however,  deaf  to  thefe  re- 
nlonfirances,  continued  his  opera¬ 
tions,  and  the  marquis  continued 
murmuring.  At  length,  being  at 
the  higheft  elevation  above  mention¬ 
ed,  the  latter  perceived  fome  holes 
burnt  in  the  fides  of  the  balloon, 
and  -likewife  heard  fome  cracks  near 
the  top  of  the  machine,  which  teem¬ 
ed  10  menace  in  it  ant  deft  ruff  ion. 
He  then  became  outrageous ;  quick¬ 
ly  clapped  wet  fponges  to  the  burn¬ 
ing  holes  ;  and  vowed  that,  if  his 
companion  would  now  defcend,  he 
would  take  upon  himfelf  the  whole 
blame  of  having  thus  fliortened 
their  navigation.  M.  P.  de  Rozier 
at  length  lidened  to  his  urgent  feli¬ 
citations  ;  but  on  approaching  the 
earth  they  found  that  they  were  des¬ 
cending  immediately  over  the  Seine ; 
and  fearing  left  they  might  be  car¬ 
ried  away  by  the  current  of  air  that 
generally  attends  dreams  of  water, 
the  marquis  was  glad  to  affid  in 
throwing  frefh  draw  upon  the  fire; 
and  thus  they  rofe  again  to  aconfi- 
derable  height.  On  their  next  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  earth,  the  marquis 
feeing  the  danger  they  were  in  of 
•being  fpicted  on  the  weather- cock 


of  the  Invalids,  hadily  threw  a 
frefh  bundle  of  draw  upon  the  fire,1 
and  even  fpread  it,  in  order  to  raife 
a  greater  blaze. — This  carried  them 
over  a  great  part  of  Paris,  where 
they  took  care  to  clear  ail  the  deeples, 
&c.  and  paffing  the  Boulevard,  they 
landed  fafely  in  a  field  near  Bicetre, 
without  having  experienced  the  lead 
real  inconveniency.  The  didance 
they  went  was  between  4  and  5000 
toifes.  They  were  in  the  air  about 
2jj  minutes.  The  collective  weight 
of  the  whole  apparatus,  including 
that  of  the  two  travellers,  was  be¬ 
tween  16  and  17001b.  and  when 
they  landed,  they  had  two-thirds  of 
their  combuftibles  dill  left  in  dore. 

44  VIII.  The  book  we  are  here 
reviewing,  was,  no  doubt,  printed, 
and  perhaps  publifned,  before  the 
exhibition  of  a  fecond  aerial  naviga¬ 
tion  (which  may  more  properly  be 
termed  a  voyage),  fince  the  author 
makes  no  mention  of  it.  As  we 
widi  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  com¬ 
plete  luminary  of  all  that  has  been 
hitherto  done  in  this  extraordinary 
bufinefs,  we  fliall  here  codec!,  from, 
affidavits,  and  other  authentic  ac¬ 
counts,  the  mod  driking  circum- 
dancesof  this  bole;  enterprise. 

44  The  globe  prepared  for  this 
expedition,  was  made  like  that  of 
the  Champ  de  Mars  (No.  II.)  of 
gores  of  filk,  alternately  red  t^nii 
white,  and  glazed  with  fome  fort  of 
gum.  It  was  fpherical,  and  mea- 
fured  2 6  feet  in  diameter.  It  was 
filled  with  inflammable  air,  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  which  alone  cod  3000  livres. 
The  expence  of  the  whole  appara¬ 
tus  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  10,000 
livres,  A  net  was  fpread  over  the 
upper  hemifphere,  which  fup ported 
a  hoop  that  fur  rounded  the  middle  ; 
to  this  hoop  was  fufpended,  by 
means  of  feveral  cords,  a  boat,  that 
fvvung  at  a  fmall  didance  below  the 
bottom  of  the  globOj  and  which  was 

fo 
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fo  finely  ornamented,  as  to  deferve, 
in  this  refpeH,  the  name  they  gave  it 
at  Paris  of  a  triumphant  car.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  bu riling  of  the 
globe  in  a  rarefied  medium,  an 
opening  had  been  left  with  a  valve 
to  it,  which  gave  vent  to  the  inte¬ 
rior  air,  but  fuffered  none  of  the  ex¬ 
terior  to  enter.  A  long  lilken  pipe 
or  gut  proceeded  from  this  aperture, 
the  farther  end  of  which  one  of  the 
navigators  held  in  his  hand,  and 
thereby  obtained  a  confiderable  com¬ 
mand  over  the  inflammable  air.  The 
car  was  ballafled  with  fand-bags. 
By  thefe  means  they  hoped,  and  in 
fadt  they  fucceeded,  to  guide  them¬ 
felves  in  point  of  elevation  ;  for,  by 
letting  fome  of  the  air  efcape,  they 
naturally  defcended,  and  on  dif- 
charging  fome  of  their  ballad  they 
were  fure  to  afcend. 

<fc  The  firfl  of  December  lad  was 
fixed  upon  for  this  pompous  difplay. 
Two  hundred  thoufand  people  af- 
fembled  in  and  near  the  garden  of 
the  Thuiileries.  The  apparatus 
Rood  on  a  fcaffolding  raifed  for  the 
purpofe,  in  the  middle  of  a  piece  of 
water,  to  prevent  its  being  approach¬ 
ed  by  the  multitude.  Upon  this  it 
reded,  merely  by  the  weight  of  the 
ballad  in  the  car.  The  friends  of 
the  navigators  had  dored  it  with 
plenty  of  provifion  and  clothing ; 
befide  which,  proper  indruments 
were  alfo  embarked.  A  fmall  bal¬ 
loon,  which  Had  been  prepared  for 
the  purpofe,  was  offered  to  M. 
Montgolfier,  who,  at  the  requedof 
M.  Charles,  cut  the  dringby  which 
it  was  held,  and  by  this  allegory  ta¬ 
citly  received  the  tributary  homage 
due  to  him  and  his  brother  as  the 
authors  of  the  invention. 

“  At  .40  minutes  after  one  Meffrs. 
Charles  and  Robert  afeended  the 
car.  They  threw  out  191b.  of  bal¬ 
lad,  and  inftantly  rofe,  with  an  ac¬ 
celerated.  velocity,  to  the  height  of 


about  300  toifes.  No  acclamation^ 
no  found  was  heard,  for  the  multi  ¬ 
tude  flood  filent  with  fear  and  a- 
mazeuient.  The  navigators,  how¬ 
ever,  gaVe  fignals  of  their  fecurity, 
by  frequently  waving  tvvo  pennants  ; 
and  M.  Charles  apprifed  his  triends 
below  that  they  were  eafy  and  hap- 
pv,  by  a  note  he  threw  down  a- 
mong  the  crowd.  After  Continuing 
a  fhort  time  flafionary,  they  per¬ 
ceived  themfelves  moving  nearly  ho¬ 
rizontally,  in  the  direction  of  N. 
N.  W.  Finding  that  fome  of  the 
inflammable  air  evaporated,  they 
difeharged  fome  ballad,  and  foon 
after  obferving  that  the  heat  of  the 
fun  dilated  the  inflammable  air,  they 
fuffered  fome  of  it  to  efcape ;  and 
thus  they  kept  pretty  nearly  in  the 
fame  level.  — 111  this  manner  they 
floated  twice  acrofs  the  Seine  ;  and 
oyer  many  towns  and  villages,  the 
furprize  of  whofe  inhabitants  can 
more  eafily  be  conceived  than  de- 
feribed.  About  56  minutes  after 
their  departure,  they  found  them¬ 
felves  out  of  light  of  Paris  ;  they 
then  defcended  fo  low  as'to  fkim  a- 
long  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and 
converfed  with  feveral  labourers  in 
the  fields ;  feeiny  a  hill  before  them 
they  cad  fome  of  their  fuperduous 
clothing  out  of  the  car,  and  thus 
cleared  the  eminence.  They  now 
made  a  comfortable  meal.  Finding 
themfelves  near  the  Ifle  D’Adam, 
where  the  prince  of  Conti  has  a 
palace,  they  again  approached  the 
ground,  enquired  after  the  prince, 
and  were  told  that  he  was  at  Pans. 
At  forty-five  minutes  after  three  they 
found  themfelves  over  Nefle,  a  fnall 
town  about  nine  leagues  (twenty- 
feven  Englifh  miles)  from  Paris. 
And  there,  after  hiding  a  little  way 
along  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
they  alighted  gently,  and  without 
the  lead  fliock  or  concuffion,  in  a 
field. 
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44  Of  a  great  number  of  thofe 
who  had  galloped  after  the  balloon 
from  the  Thuilleries,  only  the  dukes 
de  Chartres  and  Fitz-James,  ;,nd 
Mr.  Farrer,  an  Englidi  gentleman, 
who  had  relays  polled  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  wind,  arrived  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after  the  landing.  The  others 
either  lamed  or  killed  their  horfes, 
or  grew  tired  of  the  purfuit.  Alter 
the  warmed:  congratulations,  an  affi¬ 
davit  was  drawn  up,  and  figned  by 
all  the  parties  prefent. 

44  Mr.  Charles  now  declared  his 
intention  to  reafcend  alone ;  but  to 
this  the  Duke  de  Chartres  confented, 
only  on  condition  that  he  would  re- 
turn  in  half  an  hour.  M.  Robert 
alighted,  and  by  the  diminution  of 
his  weight,  the  machine  acquired  a 
power  of  afcenfton  equal  to  about 
loo  lb, 

44  Mr.  Charles  made  a  fignal  to 
a  number  of  peafants  who  leaned 
againft  the  edge  of  the  car  to  keep 
it  down,  To  withdraw  on  a  fudden, 
which  being  done,  he  ribbed  into 
the  air,  with  great  velocity.  Jn 
ten  minutes  he  thought  himfelf  at 
the  deration  of  about  1500  toifes. 
The  globe,  being  now  in  fo  rarefied  a 
medium,  fwelled  confiderably,  but 
forne  of  the  inflammable  air  being 
let  out,  it  rofe  ftill  higher.  The 
barometer  which  before  his  depar¬ 
ture  flood  at  28  inches  4  lines,  had 
now  fallen  to  18  inches  10  lines. 
The  thermometer  from  7F0  above  o, 
or  the  freezing  point  of  Reaumur’s 
fcale,  had  funk  to  50  below  o,  A 
difference  of  about  28°  of  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  fcale.  From  thefe  data  the 
elevation  of  the  globe  was  efti mated 
at  1 524  toifes.  The  feene  that  here 
prefented  itfelf,  muff  no  doubt  have 
been  awful  and  fublime  beyond  de- 
feription.  M.  Charles  had  feen  the 
fun  fitting  before  he  left  the  land, 
but  it  foon  rofe  to  him  again,  and 
$qt  long  after  he  faw  it  fet  a  legend 

u8y 


time.  The  vapours  rifing  from  the 
ground  collected  clouds  under  his 
feet,  covered  the  earth,  and  con¬ 
cealed  it  from  his  fight :  the  moon 
fiione,  and  its  pale  light  fpread  va¬ 
rious  hues  over  the  fantaflic  forms 
of  thefe  accumulated  maffes.  No 
wonder  that  ttj/e  fir  ft  mortal  eye  who 
ever,  in  Rich  circumftances,  beheld 
fo  majeftic  a  feene,  could  not  re¬ 
frain  from  fhedding  tears  of  joy  and 
admiration.  But  recollecting  now 
his  promife  to  the  duke  de  Chartres, 
he  refolved  to  defeend; — he  flittered 
fofne  of  the  inflammable  air  to  ef- 
cape,  and  he  was  moreover  aflifted 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  evening  which 
condenfed  that  air.  The  globe  was 
about  half  emptied  when  it  fettled 
gently  in  a  fallow,  about  three  miles 
from  the  place  from  whence  it  had  af« 
cended  the  fecond  time.  This  fecond 
flight  lafledabout  35  minutes.  All  the 
inconvenience  he  had  experienced 
in  that  elevated  region,  was  a  dry, 
fliarp  cold,  with  a  pain  in  one  of 
his  ears,  and  a  part  of  his  face ; 
which  he  aferibed  to  the  dilatation 
of  internal  air.  We  mu  ft  here  ob~ 
ferve,  that  the  fmall  balloon  let  off 
by  M.  Montgolfier  was  found  at 
Vincennes,  in  a  direction  oppofite 
to  that  taken  by  the  great  balloon. 
A  circumftance  which  proves  the 
different  directions  of  wind  at  dif¬ 
ferent  elevations,  whence  no  fmall 
advantages  may  probably  be  deriv¬ 
ed,  fliouid  aerial  navigation  ever  be 
reduced  to  practice. 

44  Thus  far  the  experiments  hi¬ 
therto  made.  The  book  before  us 
contains  much  more  curious  matter, 
into  which  the  length  of  this  article 
will  not  allow  us  to  enter.  It  re¬ 
ceives  a  very  fcientific  appearance 
from  a  letter  to  M.  de  St.  Fond, 
from  M.  de  Meunier,  containing  in¬ 
genious  calculations  of  the  height 

to 

at  which  the  globe  of  the  Champ 
de  Mars  may  have  attended,  on  the 
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cpurfe  it  took,  on  the  expanfive 
force  of  the  inflammable  air  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ftrata  of  the  common  air,  and 
lienee  of  the  different  denfities  of 
thefe  drata  Thefe  are  all  curious, 
311  d  elaborate  ;  but  the  author  ac¬ 
knowledges  himielf,  that  they  are 
founded  on  only  two  obferyations  of 
the  courfe  of  the  balloon,  which  he 
owns  are  too  few  to  give  fufficient 
elements  for  accurate  deductions. 

44  An  anonymous  letter  to  M.  de 

■  J  r 

St.  Fond,  containing  a  project  for 
fleering  balloons  in  every  direction, 
and  conjectures  on  the  ufes  to  which 
they  may  hereafter  be  applied,  has, 
vve  own,  given  us  at  lead  as  much 
entertainment  as  we  remember  to 
have  formerly  received  from  the  pe- 
j-ufal  of  tfle  Arabian  Fairy  Tales, 
Not  that  what  he  fays  appears  to  us 
altogether  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
nature,  but  that  we  found  our  ima¬ 
gination  wanned  by  the  gigantic 
idea  of  our  penetrating  fome  day 
into  the  wildefl  and  moll  inljofpitable 
regions  of  Africa,  Arabia,  and  A- 
merica,  of  our  eroding  chains  of 
■mountains  hitherto  impervious,  and 
jafeending  their  loftieft  fummits,  of 
our  reaching  either  of  the  two  poles ; 
and,  in  fhoit,  of  our  extending  our 
dominion  over  the  creation  beyond 
any  thing  of  which  we  have  now 


the  ufes  of  magnetifm  and  electricity 
have  turned  out  much  greater  than 
the  world  had  in  any  degree  con¬ 
ceived,  when  thole  phenomena  were 
firfl:  dilcovered,  and  that  thofe  in- 
fiances  give  fome  countenance  to  the 
fanguine  expectations  formed  by  the 
admirers  of  this  invention. 

4  4  We  fcarcely  think  it  neceffary  to 
apologize  for  the  length  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle.  The  fubjeCt  is  no  doubt  too 
interefiing  to  be  palled  over  ilightly  : 
and  we  have  the  rather  been  parti¬ 
cular  at  this  firfi  outfet,  fince  the 
principles  of  this  invention  being 
now  known  to  our  readers,  we  (hall, 
probably,  be  more  brief  in  what  we 
may  hereafter  have  to  fay  on  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeovery. 

44  This  article  was  jud  finiflied 
when  we  learnt  that  M.  Bourbou- 
lon,  a  manufacturer  at  Javel,  near 
Paris,  had  propofed  to  furnifh  in¬ 
flammable  air,  for  the  purpofe  of 
filling  balloons,  at  the  moderate 
price  of  three  fols  fix  deniers  (not 
quite  2d.)  per  cubic  foot.  He  is  to 
prepare  it  from  vitriolic  acid  and 
iron.  We  beg  leave  to  fugged  whe* 
ther  jf  zinc  be  ufed  inflead  of  iron, 
the  price  which  the  white  vitriol 
would  fetch  after  the  operation, 
would  not  enable  the  manufacturer 
to  furnifh  the  inflammable  air  at  a 


conception.  We  mud  own  that  dill  more  moderate  rate 
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ANTIQUITIES. 

Short  ACCOUNT  of  the  COMMON  SEWERS  in 

Ancient  Rome. 

[From  Dr.  Ferguson’s  Hidory  of  the  Progrefs  and  Termination  of  the 

Roman  Republic.] 


44  r'¥~r& E  common  fewers  were 
1  executed  at  a  great  expence. 

It  was  propofed  that  they  fhould  be 
of  fufficient  di  mentions  to  admit  a 
waggon  loaded  with  hay.  When 
thefe  common  fewers  came  to  be 
obdrudted,  or  out  of  repair,  under 
the  republic,  the  cenfors  contracted 
to  pay  a  thou  fan  d  talents,  or  about 
193,000!.  for  clearing  and  repair¬ 
ing  them.  They  were  again  in  dif- 
repair  at  the  acceilion  of  Auguftus 
Caefar,  and  the  reindating  them  is 
mentioned  among'  the  great  works 
of  Agrippa.  He  is  faid  to  have 
turned  the  courfe  of  feven  rivers 
into  thefe  iubteiraneous  paffages, 
to  have  made  them  navigable,  and 
to  have  actually  palled  in  barges 
under  the  ftreets  and  buildings  of 
Rome.  Thefe  works  are  .(till  fup- 
pofed  to  remain ;  but,  as  they  ex¬ 
ceed  the  power  and  refources  of  the 
prelent  city  to  keep  them  in  repair, 
they  are  quite  concealed,  except  at 
one  or  two  places.  They  were,  in 
the  midi  of  the  Roman  greatnefs, 
.and  ftill  are,  reckoned  among  the 
.  wonders  of  the  world  ;  and  yet  they 
are  faid  to  have  been  works  of  the 
elder  Tarquin,  a  prince  whole  ter¬ 
ritory  did  nor  extend,  in  any  di¬ 
rection,  above  iWteen  miles  ;  and, 
on  this  fuppolltion,  they  muft  have 
been  made  to  accommodate  a  city 
tjpit  was  calculated  chiefly  for  the 


reception  of  cattle,  herdfmen,  and 
banditti.  Rude  nations  fometimes 
execute'  works  of  great  magnifi¬ 
cence,  as  fortrefles  and  temples,  for 
the  purpofes  of  war  and  fuperdi- 
tion  ;  but  feldom  palaces,  and  dill 
more  feldom  works  of  mere  con¬ 
venience  and  cleanlinefs,  in  which, 
for  the  molt  part,  they  are  long  de.? 
feCtive.  It  is  not  unreafonabie, 
therefore,  to  quedion  the  authority 
of  tradition  in  refpeCt  to  this  lingu¬ 
lar  monument  of  antiquity,  which 
fo  greatly  exceeds  what  the  bed  ac¬ 
commodated  city  of  modern  Europe 
could  undertake  for  its  own  conve- 
niency.  And  as  thofe  works  are 
dill  entire,  and  may  continue  fo  for 
thoufands  of  years,  it  may  be  fuf- 
peCted  that  they  were  even  prior  to 
the  fet dement  of  Romulus,  and 
may  have  been  the  remains  of  a 
more  ancient  city,  on  the  ruins  of 
which  the  followers  of  Romulus  fet¬ 
tled,  as  the  Arabs  now  hut  or  en¬ 
camp  on  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  and 
Balbeck.  Livy  owns,  that  the  com¬ 
mon  fewers  were  not  accommodated 
to  the  plan  of  Rome,  as  it  was  laid 
out  in  his  time  ;  they  were  carried 
in  directions  acrofs  the  dreets,  and 
padbd  under  buildings  of  the  great- 
ed  antiquity.  This  derangement 
indeed  he  imputes  to  the  hady  re¬ 
building  of  the  city  after  its  de- 
druCtion  by  the  Gauls ;  but  hade, 
L  %  it 
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it  is  probable,  would  have  deter-  change  them  fo  much  as  to  crofig 
mined  the  people  to  build  on  their  the  direction  of  former  Erects/’ 
old  foundations,  or  at  leal!  not  to 
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is  he  Malay  language,  which 

Jf  is  original  in  the  peniimila 
of  Malayo,  and  has  from  thence 
extended  it  fell  throughout  the  eaf- 
tern  iflands,  fo  as  to  become  the 
lingua  Franca  of  that  part  of  the 
globe,  is  fpoken  every  where  along 
the  coafls  of  Sumatra,  prevails  in 
the  inland  country  of  Menangcabow 
and  its  immediate  dependencies,  and 
is  understood  in  almoif  every  part  of 
the  ifland.  It  has  been  much  cele¬ 
brated,  and  juflly,  for  the  fmooth- 
nefs  and  lweetnefs  of  its  found,  which 
have  gained  it  the  appellation  of  the 
Italian  of  the  Eaft,  This  is  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  vowels  and  li¬ 
quids  in  the  words,  and  the  infre¬ 
quency  of  any  ha  dll  combinations 
of  mute  confonants.  Thefe  quali¬ 
ties  render  it  well  adapted  to  poetry, 
which  the  Malays  are  paffionately 
addicted  to.  They  amufe  all  their 
leifure  hours,  including  the  greater 
portion  of  their  lives,  with  the  re¬ 
petition  of  fongs,  which  are,  for 
the  moil  part,  proverbs  illuflrated, 
or  figures  of  fpeech  applied  to  the 
occurrences  of  life.  Some  that  they 
rehearfe,  in  a  kind  of  recitative,  at 
their  biinbangs  or  feaus,  are  hi  Eon  - 
cal  love  tales,  like  our  old  Englifit 
ballads,  but  often  extempore.  Ail 
example  of  the  former  fpecies  is  as 
follows. 

«  Apo  goono  paffang  paleefo, 

Callo  teedah  dangan  ioomboonia  ? 

Apo  goono  bermine  matio, 

Callo  teeda  dangan  foongoonia  ?” 


{t  What  fignifies  attempting  to  light  a 
lamp. 

If  the  wick  be  wanting  ? 

What  fignifies  making  love  with  the 
eyes, 

If  nothing  in  earned  be  intended?” 

It  mud  be  obferved  however,  that 
it  often  proves  a  very  difficult  mat¬ 
ter  to  trace  the  connexion  between 
the  figurative  and  the  literal  fenfe  of 
the  flanza.  The  efientials  in  the 
compofition  of  the  pantoon,  for 
fuch  thefe  little  pieces  are  called  ; 
the  longer  being  called  creodang  ; 
are  the  rythmus  and  the  figure,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  latter,  which  they  con- 
fider  as  the  life  and  fpirit  of  the 
poetry.  I  had  a  proof  of  this  in  an 
attempt  which  I  made,  to  impofe  a 
pantoon  of  my  own  compofing,  on 
the  natives,  as  a  work  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen.  The  fubjeCt  was  a  dia¬ 
logue  between  a  lover,  and  a  rich, 
coy  miftrefs :  the  expreffions  were 
proper  to  the  occafion,  and  in  lome 
degree  charafteriftic.  It  pafled  with 
feveral,  but  an  old  lady  who  was  a 
more  dilcerning  critic  than  the  o- 
thers,  remarked  that  it  was  44  catto 
catto  fajo”  —  mere  converlation  ; 
meaning  that  it  was  delfitute  of  the 
quaint  and  figurative  expreffions 
which  adorn  their  own  poetry.  Their 
language,  in  common  fpeaking,  is 
proverbial  and  fententious.  If  a 
young  woman  prove  with  child  be¬ 
fore  marriage,  they  obferve  it  is 
“  douloo  booa,  cadeean  boongo’5 — 
44  the  fruit  before  the  flower/5 

Hearing 
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Hearing  of  a  performs  death,  they 
fay,  44  nen  mattee,  mattee;  nen  ce- 
doop,  becrajo :  callo  fampi-la  jan- 
jcenia,  apo  boolee  booat  ?”~~44  thofe 
who  are  dead,  are  dead ;  thofe  who 
furvive  m  a  ft  work:  if  his  allotted 
time  was  expired,  what  refource  is 
there  ?” 

44  Their  writing  is  in  the  Arabic 
character,  very  little  corrupted,  ow¬ 
ing  to  which,  and  the  adoption  of 
their  religion  from  the  fame  quar¬ 
ter,  a  great  number  of  Arabic  words 
are  incorporated  with  the  Malay. 
The  Portuguefe  too  have  furnifhed 
them  with  many  terms,  chiefly  for 
inch  ideas  as  they  have  acquired 
fmce  the  period  of  European  ditco- 
veries  to  the  eaftward.  They  write 
on  paper,  ufing  ink.  of  their  own 
compolition,  with  pens  made  of  the 
twig  of  the  anou  tree.  I  could 
never  difcover  that  the  Malays  had 
any  original  written  characters,  pe¬ 
culiar  to  themfelves,  before  they  ac¬ 
quired  thofe  now  in  ufe;  but  it  is 
poffible  that  fuch  might  have  been 
loft ;  a  fate  that  may  hereafter  at¬ 
tend  thofe  of  Sumatra,  on  which 
the  Arabic  daily  makes  encroach¬ 
ments.  Yet  1  have  had  frequent 
occafion  to  obferve  the  Malay  lan¬ 
guage  written  by  inland  people,  in 
the  country  character;  which  would 
indicate  that  the  fpeech  is  likely  to 
perifh  fir  ft.  Their  books  are  for  the 
moft  part,  either  tranicripts  from 
the  Alcoran  (koraan)  or  legendary 
tales  (kabar)  ;  of  little  merit  as 
.  compactions. 

44  The  pure  ft,  or  moft  efteemed 
Malay  is  laid,  and  with  great  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon,  to  be  fpoken  at 
Malacca.  It  differs  from  the  dialect 
ufed  in  Sumatra  chiefly  in  this,  that 
words,  in  the  latter,  made  to  ter¬ 
minate  in  44  O,”  are,  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  founded  as  ending  in  44  A.” 
Thus  they  pronounce  lada  (pepper) 
inftead  of  iado.  Thofe  words  which 


end  with  a  44  K”  in  writing,  are, 
in  Sumatra,  always  foftened  in 
fpeaking,  by  omitting  it;  as  44  tab- 
be  bunnia,”  44  many  compliments,’* 
for  44  tabbek  bunniak;”  but  the 
Malaccans,  and  efpecially  the  more 
eaftern  people,  who  fpeak  very 
broad,  give  them  generally  the 
full  found.  The  perfonal  pronouns 
alfo  differ  materially  in  the  refpec- 
tive  countries. 

44  Attemptshavebeen  madctocom- 
pofe  a  grammar  of  the  Malay  tongue, 
upon  the  principles  on  which 
thofe  of  the  European  languages  are 
formed.  But  the  abfurdity  of  fuch 
productions  is  obvious.  Where 
there  is  no  inflexion  of  either  nouns 
or  verbs,  there  can  be  no  cafes,  de- 
clenfions,  moods,  or  conjugations,. 
All  this  is  performed  by  the  addition 
of  certain  words  expreflive  of  a  de¬ 
terminate  meaning,  which  fhould 
not  be  confidered  as  mere  auxilia¬ 
ries,  or  as  particles  fubfervient  to 
other  words.  Thus,  in  theinftance 
of  rooma,  a  houfe;  44  derree  pada 
rooma”  fignifles  <£  from  a  houfe  ;” 
but  it  would  be  talking  without  ufe 
or  meaning,  to  fay  that  derree  pada 
is  the  fign  of  the  ablative  cafe  of  that 
noun,  for  then  every  propofttion 
fhould  equally  require  an  appro¬ 
priate  cafe,  and  as  well  as  44  of” 
44  to”  and  44  from,”  we  fhould  have 
a  calc  for,  44  deatas  rooma” — 44  on 
the  ton  of  the  houfe.”  So  of  verbs  : 
44  callo  fayo  boolee  geilan” — 44  if  I 
could  walk  :”  this  may  be  termed, 
the  preter-imperfeft  tenfe  of  the  fub- 
junctive  or  potential  mood,  of  the 
verb  gelffn  ;  whereas  it  is  in  fact  a 
fentence,  of  which  gelian,  boolee, 
&.c.  are  co.nftitutent  words.  It  is 
improper,  I  fay,  to  talk  of  the  cafe 
of  a  noun,  which  does  not  change 
its  termination,  or  the  mood  of  a 
verb,  which  does  not  alter  its  form. 
An  ufeful  let  of  obfervations  might 
be  collected,  for  fpeaking  the  lan- 
L  3  • ' guags 
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guage  with  corredhiefs  and  proprie¬ 
ty  ;  but  they  mu  ft  be  as  different 
from  the  artificial  and  technical  rules 
of  our  grammarians,  as  the  drefsof 
an  European  lady,  from  the  fimpli- 
city  of  a  Malay  habit. 

44  Befide  the  Malay  there  are  a 
variety  of  languages  fpoken  in  Su¬ 
matra,  which,  however,  have  not 
only  a  manifeft  affinity  among  them- 
felves,  but  alfo  to  that  general  lan¬ 
guage  which  is  found  to  prevail  in, 
and  to  be  indigenous  to  all  the  iiiands 
of  the  eaftern  fea ;  from  Madagaf- 
car  to  the  remoteft  of  captain  Cooke’s 
difcoveries  ;  comprehending  a  wider 
extent  than  the  Roman,  or  any 
other  tongue,  has  yet  boafted.  in- 
difputable  examples  of  this  connex¬ 
ion  and  fimilarity,  I  have  exhibited 
ill  a  paper  which  the  Society  of  An¬ 
tiquaries  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  publifli  in  their  Archseoiogia.  In 
different  places  it  has  been  more  or 
lefs  mixed  and  corrupted,  but  be¬ 
tween  the  moft  diiiimifar  branches, 
an  evident  (amends  of  many  radical 
words  is  apparent ;  and  in  home, 
very  diftant  from  each  other  in  point 
of  iituation  ;  as  for  inftance  the  Phi¬ 
lippines  and  Madagafcar;  the  de¬ 
viation  of  the  words  is  fcarcely  more 
than  is  obferved  in  the  dialedds  of 
neighbouring  provinces  of  the  fame 
kingdom. 

44  The  principal  internal  lan¬ 
guages  of  Sumatra,  are  the  Rejang 
and  the  Batta,  whofe  difference  is 
marked,  notTo  much  by  the  want 
of  correfpondence  in  the  terms,  as 
by  the  circumflance  of  their  being- 
each  expreffed  in  a  diftindt  and  pe¬ 
culiar  written  character.  This 
I  conceive  to  be  extraordinary,  and 
perhaps  lingular,  in  the  hiftory  of 
human  improvement ;  that  two  di- 
vilions  of  people  on  the  fame  ifland, 
with  equal  claims  to  originality,  in 
ftages  of  civilization  nearly  equal, 
•and  fpeaking languages  derived  from 


the  fame  fource,  fhould  write  in  cha*» 
rasters  eftentially  different  from  each 
other,  and  from  the  reft  of  the 
world.  What  corroborates  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  alphabets  being  fepa- 
rate  and  unconnected  inventions,  is, 
that  the  order  of  the  letters  is  not  the 
fame  ;  as  will  appear  by  an  inflec¬ 
tion  of  the  fpecimens  I  have  fub- 
joined  for  the  gratification  of  the  cu¬ 
rious.  The  Achenefe  making  ufe 
of  the  Arabic  character,  their  lan¬ 
guage  has  the  lefs  claim  to  origi¬ 
nality.  The  Lampoon,  as  a  dia¬ 
led!,  is  fufficiently  ’diftindt  from  all 
the  others ;  but  a  few  of  the  letters 
of  the  alphabet,  particularly  the 
firft  and  fecond,  are  exprefTed  by 
characters  manifeftly  the  fame  with 
the  Rejang,  though  the  major  part 
feem  entirely  unlike.  Perhaps,  as 
the  Greeks  are  Paid  to  have  done  in 
the  days  of  Cadmus,  the  Lampoons 
may  have  borrowed  from  their 
neighbours,  in  order  to  complete 
the  number  of  their  letters.  All 
thefe  people,  in  writing,  form  their 
lines  from  the  left-hand  towards  the 
right,  contrary  to  the  pradtice  of  the 
Malays  and  the  Arabians. 

44  Their  writings,  of  any  bulk 
and  importance,  are  executed,  with 
ink,  on  the  inner  bark  of  a  tree,  cut 
into  narrow  ftrips  of  confiderable 
length,  and  folded  together  in 
fquares  ;  each  fquare  or  fold  anfvver- 
ing  for  a  page.  On  more  common 
occafions  they  write  on  the  outer 
coat  of  a  joint  of  bamboo  ;  fome- 
tirnes  whole,  and  fometimes  fplit 
into  pieces  of  two  or  three  inches 
in  breadth  ;  with  the  point  of  their 
creefe  or  other  weapon,  which 
ferves  the  purpofe  of  a  ftykis.  Thefe 
writings  or  fcratchings  rather,  are 
often  performed  with  a  confiderable 
degree  of  neatnefs ;  of  which  I 
have,  fpecimens  in  my  pofleffion,  as 
well  as  of  their  larger  works.  The 
proportion  of  thole  among  the  na¬ 
tives 
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fives  who  can  read  and  write,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Battas,  is  very  great, 
and  perhaps  not.  furpaffed  in  many 
countries  of  Europe 

44  None  of  thefe  languages  are 
fo  harmonious  as  the  Malay,  and 
the  Lampoon  in  particular  is  very 
guttural,  making  frequent  ufe  of 
the  found  we  denote  by  44  gh,”  which 
they  introduce  even  in  Malay  words, 
and  liquifying  the  conformant  44  r.” 
Thus  the  word  Croee,  they  pro¬ 
nounce  Coghee,  and  bras  they 
change  into  beeas, 

<r>  _ 

44  In  Java,  Siam,  and  other  parts 


of  the  Eaft,  belide  the  common  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  country,  there  is  eftd« 
blifhed  a  court  language,  fpoken  by 
perfons  of  rank  only;  This  dif- 
tinftion,  artfully  invented  for  the 
purpofe  of  keeping  the  vulgar  at  a 
diftance,  and  infpiridg  them  with 
refpedt  for  what  they  cannot  under-2 
hand,  does  not  take  place  in  any 
part  of  Sumatra,  among  the  inha* 
bitantS/of  which,  difparity  of  fituaa 
tion  is  not  attended  with  much  re- 
ferve,  or  diftance  of  behaviour  be¬ 
tween  the  perfonsd’ 
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ACCOUNT  of  BARDSEYE  ISLAND,  and  of  St.  DUBRITIUSh? 

CONVENT. 

[From  the  Second  Part  of  the  Second  Volume  of  Mr.  P£nmant%1‘ 


Tour  in 

i{  TJPOM  this  port  I  once  took 
JJ  boat  for  Bardfeyeifland, which 
lies  about  three  leagues  to  the  weft. 
The  mariners  feemed  tindlured  with 
the  piety  of  the  place;  for  they  bad 
not  rowed  far,  but  they  made  a  full 
flop,  pulled  off  their  hats,  and  of¬ 
fered  up  a  fhort  prayer.  After 
doubling  a  headland,  the  ifland  ap¬ 
pears  full  in  view  :  we  puffed  under 
the  lofty  mountain  which  forms  one 
fide.  After  doubling  the  farther 
end,  we  put  into  a  little  fundy  cre&k, 
bounded  by  low  rocks,  as  is  the 
whole  level  part.  On  landing,  I 
found  all  this  tract  a  very  fertile 
plain,  and  well  cultivated,  and  pro¬ 
ductive  tit  every  thing  which  the 
main  land  affords.  The  abbot’s 
houfe  is  a  large  ftone  building,  in¬ 
habited  by  feveral  of  the  natives  : 
hot  far  from  it  is  a  lingular  chapel; 
or  oratory,  being,  a  long  arched 
edifice,  with  an  Infulated  ftqne  altar 
hear  the  eaft  end.  In  this  place  one 
of  the  inhabitants  reads  prayers ;  all 


Wales.] 

y  , 

other  offices  are  performed  at  Aber* 
daron. 

44  The  ifland  is  about  two  miles 
in  circumference,  contains  a  few  in¬ 
habitants,  and  is  rented  from  lord 
Nevvb'orotigh.  It  was  granted  by 
Edward  VI.  to  his  uncle  fir  Thomas 
Seymour,  and  after  his  death  td 
John  earl  of  Warwick.  The  late 
fir  John  Wynn  purchafed  it  froni 
the  late  reverend  Dr.  Willbn  of 
Newark. 

44  The  ifland,  whofe  {pinto  at 
concerns  are  at  prefenf  under  the 
care  of  a, {ingle  ruftic,  once  afforded^ 
during  life,  an  afylum  to  20,0  o' 
faints  ;  and  after  death,  graves  td 
as  many  of  their  bodies :  well  there¬ 
fore  alight  it  be  called  Irifula  Sanc¬ 
torum,  The  Me  of  Saints;  Bitty 
with  Dr.  Fuller,  I  niuft  obfervey 
that  41  it  would  be  more  facile  td 
find  graves  in  Bard  fey  e  for  fo  many* 
faints,  than  faints  for  fo  man/ 
graves.”  But  to  approach  the  truth  j 
lqt  it  be  laid,  that  Dubritius,  arch¬ 
il*  /).  Mfh if# 
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bifiiop  of  Caer-leon,  almod  worn 
out  with  age,  resigning  his  fee  to 
St.  David,  retired  here,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  bed  account,  died  in  612; 
was  interred  on  the  fpot ;  but  in  af¬ 
ter  rimes  his  body  was  removed  to 
Landaff.  The  {laughter  of  the 
monks  of  Bangor,  about  the  year 
607,  is  fuppofed  to  have  contribut¬ 
ed  to  the  population  of  this  iiland  ; 
for  not  only  the  brethren  who  ef- 
caped,  but  numbers  of  other  pious 
Britons,  fled  hither  to  avoid  the  rage 
of  the  Saxons. 

44  The  time  in  which  the  religi¬ 
ous  houfe  was  founded,  is  very  un¬ 
certain;  it  probably  was  before  the 
retreat  of  Dubrjtius  ;  for  fomething 
of  that  kind  rauil  have  occafioned 
him  to  give  the  preference  to  this 
place.  It  feems  likely  to  have  been 
a  feat  of  the  Culdees,  or  Colidei, 
the  firfl  religious  reclufes  of  Great 
Britain  ;  who  fought  iflands  andde- 
fert  places  in  which  they  might  in 
fecurity  worfhip  the  true  God.  It 
was  certainly  reforted  to  in  very 
early  times ;  for  our  accounts  fay, 
that  it  fiourifhed  as  a  convent  in  the 
days  of  Cadwan  king  of  Britain, 
coeval  with  Dubritius.  It  was  an 
abbey  dedicated  to  St.  Alary.  I  find 
among  the  Sebright  MSS.  mention 
of  a  petition  from  the  abbot  to  Ed¬ 
ward  II.  in  which  he  fets  forth  the 
injuries  he  had  received  from  the 
IherifF of  Caernarvon,  who  had  ex¬ 
torted  from  him  68*.  and  6*4  con¬ 


trary  to  his  deed  of  feeofFment ;  on 
which  the  king  directed  Roger  de 
Mortimer,  judiciary  of  Wales,  to 
make  enquiry  into  the  matter  ;  who 
reported,  that  the  abbot  held  his 
lands  in  the  county  of  Caernarvon, 
in  pa  ram  et  perpetuam  eleemofynam, 
without  any  fervice  or  fecular  ac- 
knowlegement  ;  and  farther,  that 
David,  lord  of  Lhein,  and  brother 
to  the  laft  prince  of  Wales,  had  ex¬ 
acted  the  fame  fum  ;  as  did  his  Pen- 
cynydd,  or  mailer  of  his  dogs,  pof- 
fibly  under  pretence  of  maintaining 
them.  The  king  therefore,  by  his 
fpecial  favor,  and  by  advice  of  his 
council,  does  for  ever  remit  the  faid 
fum,  and  all  arrears;  and  direfb 
that  no  one  in  future,  either  on  his 
account,  or  that  of  his  heirs,  ever 
fliould  moled  the  convent. 

44  The  houfe  underwent  the  com¬ 
mon  fate  of  others  at  the  dillblu- 
tion.  Its  revenues  were,  as  Dug- 
dale  fays,  46 1.  ij.  4 d,  according  to 
Speed,  58/.  6s.  2d,  In  the  year 
1553,  only  1  /.  6s,  8 d,  remained  in 
charge  to  the  furviving  religious  of 
this  place. 

44  The  Britifh  name  of  the  idand 
is  Ynys  Enlli,  or  the  Idand  in  the 
Current,  from  the  fierce  current 
which  rages  particularly  between  it 
and  the  main  land.  The  Saxons 
named  it  Bardfeye,  probably  from 
the  bards  who  retire  here,  prefer¬ 
ring  folitude  (o  the  company  of  in- 
vading  foreigners.” 
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ACCOUNT  of  CLYNNOG  CHURCH,  and  St.  BEUNO’s 

TOMB. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


LYNNOG  is  featedin  a  fmall 
grove  near  rhe  fhore,  on  a 
plain  near  the  foot  of  the  hills. 
The  church  is  the  moft  magnificent 
ftrudlure  or  its  kind  in  North  Wales, 
built  in  form  of  a  crofs  ;  the  length 
from  eait  to  weft  is  about  a  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  feet,  from  north  to 
fouth  feventy.  Near  the  altar  are 
three  neat  ftalls,  divided  by  pillars 
fupporting  Gothic  arches,  the  feats 
of  the  officiating  priefts.  The  mo¬ 
numents  are  few  :  one  to  William 
Glynn  de  Lleiar,  with  his  figure, 
and  thofe  of  his  wife  and  feven  chil¬ 
dren  :  another  to  his  fon-in-iaw 
George  Twifleton,  cfq.  of  Aula 
Barrow  in  Yorkfliire,  and  in  right 
of  his  wife,  of  Lleiar.  1  imagine 
him  to  be  the  fame  with  colonel 
Twifleton,  an  adfive  officer  under 
Cromwell,  and  the  fame  who  had 
the  honour  of  beating  and  making 
prifoner  the  gallant  fir  John  Owen. 

44  Adjoining  to  the  church  is  the 
chapel  of  St.  Beuno.  The  paffage 
to  it  is  a  narrow  vault,  covered  with 
great  fiat  fiones,  and  of  far  greater 
antiquity  than  either  church  or  cha¬ 
pel  ;  which  feem  nearly  coeval.  Le- 
land  fpeaks  of  the  firfi  as  new  work, 
and  the  architecture  verifies  his  ac¬ 
count.  He  fpeaks  alfo  of  the  old 
church,  where  St.  Beuno  lieth,  be¬ 
ing  near  the  new.  The  paffage  is 
the  only  part  left.  The  chapel  was 
probably  built  after  that  traveller 
had  vifited  the  place,  in  the  room  of 
the  old  church,  which  might  have 
fallen  to  ruin.  In  the  mid  ft  is  the 
tomb  of  the  faint,  plain  and  aitar- 


fhaped.  Votaries  were  wont  to  have 
great  faith  in  him,  and  did  not 
doubt  but  that  by  means  of  a  night’s 
lodging  on  his  tomb,  a  cure  would 
be  found  for  all  difeafes.  It  was 
cuftomary  to  cover  it  with  ru flics,  and 
leave  on  it  till  morning  lick  children, 
after  making  them  firft  undergo  ab¬ 
lution  in  the  neighbouring  holy  well; 
and  I  myfelf  once  faw  on  it  a  fea¬ 
ther  bed,  on  which  a  poor  paralytic 
from  Meirionyddffiire  had  lain  the 
whole  night,  after  undergoing  the 
fame  ceremony • 

44  I  have  given  fome  account  of 
St.  Beuno  in  the  preceding  volume. 
After  he  had  affirmed  the  monadic 
habit,  he  here  founded  a  convent  in 
616.  Cadvan,  king  of  North  Wales, 
was  his  great  patron,  and  promifed 
him  much  land  :  his  foil  Cadwallart 
performed  the  promife,  and  received 
from  the  faint  a  golden  feeptre  worth 
fixty  cows.  The  land  was  claimed 
in  behalf  of  a  little  infant,  and  hi*- 
tide  proved  good  :  the  king  refufea 
either  to  give  other  land  in  lieu,  or 
to  refign  the  prefent.  Beuno  curled 
him,  and  went  away ;  but  was  ap- 
peafed  by  Gwrddeint,  firft  coufin  to 
the  king,  who  overtook  him,  and 
gave  the  town  of  Celynnog  for  ever 
to  God  and  St.  Beuno,  for  his  own 
foul’s  fake,  and  that  of  the  wicked 
Cadwallan.  Long  after  his  time, 
the  Carmelites,  or  white  monks,  had 
here  an  eftablifhment.  They  were 
fupprefied,  but  I  cannot  learn  the 
period.  At  the  time  of  the  Lincoln 
taxation,  or  the  year  1291,  the 
church  was  collegiate,  confiding  of 

five 
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five  portionids  or  prebendaries  ;  and 
,  it  continued  fo  to  the  diffolution. 
The  rectory  is  a  iinecure  annexed  to 
the  head  lb  ip  of  Jefus  college,  Ox¬ 
ford  ;  the  poor  vicarage  is  the  gift 
of  the  bifhop. 

“  Its  revenues  at  the  diffolution 
are  not  recorded  ;  but  they  mud  at 
One  time  have  been  very  great  : 
many  of  the  kings  and  fir  if  people 
of  the  country  appear  on  the  lid  of 
benefactors.  Cadwaladr  gave  Gray- 
anoc  ;  Tegwared  gave  Porthamel  ; 
Cadet  bedovved  Kylcourt ;  prince 
Mervyn,  Carnguin;  Cadwgan.  ap 
Cynvelin,  Bodveilion  in  Llyn  ;  Id- 
wald  endowed  it  with  Penrhos  and 
Clynog  Vechan  in  Angle  fey  :  and 
betides  thefeare  numbers  of  others, 
for  which  I  refer  the  reader  to  my 
authority. 

*6  At  prefent  there  are,  I  believe, 


no  fort  of  revenues  to  keep  this  ve¬ 
nerable  pile  from  falling  to  ruin* 
The  offerings  of  calves  and  lambs, 
which  happen  to  be  born  with  the 
Nod  Beuno,  or  mark  of  St.  Beuno, 
a  certain  natural  mark  in  Che  ear, 
have  not  entirely  ceafed.  They  are 
brought  to  the  church  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  the  anniverfary  of  the  faint, 
and  delivered  to  the  churchwardens ; 
who  fell  and  account  for  them,  and 
put  it  into  a  great  ched,  called  Cyff 
St.  Beuno,  made  of  one  piece  of  oak, 
fecured  with  three  locks.  From  this 
the  Welfli  have  a  proverb  for  at¬ 
tempting  any  very  difficult  thing, 
“  You  may  as  well  try  to  break  up 
St.  Beuno’s  died.”  The  little 
money  refultihg  from  the  fa c red 
beads,  or  cafuai  offerings,  is  either 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  or 
in  aid  of  repairs. ’* 


ACCOUNT  of  CAERNARVON  CASTLE. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


%i  r  IP'HIS  town  is  juftly  theboad 
j[  of  North  Wales,  for  the 
beauty  of  lituation,  goodnefs  of  the 
buildings,  regularity  of  the  plan, 
and,  above  all,  the  grandeur  of  the 
-cadle,  the  mod  magnificent  badge 
■of  our  fubjeCtion.  The  place  fprung 
from  the  ruin  of  the  antient  Segon- 
tium  ;  but  it  does  not  owe  its  name 
to  Edward  I.  as  is  generally  fup- 
pofed.  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  men¬ 
tions  it  in  his  journey  of  the  year 
1188;  and  Llewelyn  the  Great 
dates  from  it  a  charter  in  the  year 
1221.  I  greatly  fufpeCt  the  Caernar¬ 
von  of  thofe  times  to  have  been  no 
other  than  the  antient  Scgontium, 
whofe  name  the  Wellh  had  changed 
to  the  apt  one  of  Gaer  ar  Fon,  or. 
The  drong  hold  oppofite  to  Angle- 


fey.  But  the  prefent  town  was 
all  probability  a  creation  or  our  con¬ 
queror.  A  judicious  warrior,  fuch 
as  Edward,  could  not  fail  profiting 
of  fo  fit  a  lituation  for  a  curb  on  the 
new  conquered  country.  It  had  na¬ 
tural  requifites  for  drength  ;  being 
bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  arm  of 
the  fea  called  the  Menai ;  by  the 
eduary  of  the  Seionton  another,  ex- 
aflly  where  it  receives  the  tide  from 
the  former ;  on  a  third  fide,  and 
part  of  the  fourth,  by  a  creek  of  the 
Menai  ;  and  the  remainder  has  the 
appearance  of  having  the  infill  atio  11 
completed  by  art.  Edward  under¬ 
took  this  great  work  immediately  af¬ 
ter  his  conqued  of  the  country  int 
1282,  and  completed  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  and  cadle  before  1284  ;  for 
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Lis  queen,  on  April  25th  In  that 
year,  brought  forth  within  its  walls 
Edward,  firfl  prince  of  Wales  of 
the  English  line.  It  was  built  with¬ 
in  the  Spate  of  one  year,  by  the  la¬ 
bour  of  the  peafants,  and  at  the  coll 
of  the  chieftains  of  the  country,  on 
whom  the  conqueror  impaled  the 
hateful  talk.  Henry  Ellerton,  or 
de  Elreton,  was  appointed  mailer 
mafon  of  the  cable,  and  perhaps 
was  the  architect;  and  under  him 
muff  have  been  numbers  of  other 
ikiiful  workmen:  for  I  dare  fay  that 
the  Welfh  peafants  were  no  more 
than  cutters  of  wood  and  hewers  of 
Hone,  It  is  probable  that  many  of 
the  materials  were  brought  from 
Segontium,  or  the  old  Caernarvon  ; 
and  tradition  fays,  that  much  ot  the 
lime-ftone,  with  which  it  is  built, 
was  brought  from  Twr  kelyn  in 
Angle' fey  ;  and  of  the  grit -it  one, 
from  Vaenol  in  this  county.  The 
Menai  greatly  facilitated  the  car¬ 
riage  from  both  places, 

44  The  external  Hate  of  the  walls 
and  cable  are  at  prefent  exactly  as 
they  were  in  the  time  of  Edward. 
The  walls  are  defended  by  numbers 
of  round  towers,  and  have  two  prin¬ 
cipal  gates  ;  the  eaH,  facing  the 
mountains ;  the  weft,  upon  the  Me¬ 
nai.  The  entrance  into  the  cable  is 
very  auguft,  beneath  a  great  tower, 
on  the  front  of  which-  appears  the 
Hatue  of  the  founder,  with  a  dagger 
in  his  hand,  as  if  menacing  his  new- 
acquired  unwilling  fubje&s.  The 
gate  had  four  portcullifes,  and  every 
requifite  of  Hrength,  The  court 
is  oblong.  The  towers  are  very 
beautiful  ;  none  of  them  round, 
but  pentagonal,  hexagonal,  or  octa¬ 
gonal  :  two  are  more  lofty  than  the 
reft.  The  Eagle  Tower  is  remarkably 
Hne,  and  has  the  addition  of  three 
Tender  angular  turrets  Ifluing  from 
the  top.  Edward  II,  was  born  in  a 
little  dark  room  in  this  tower,  not 


twelve  feet  long,  nor  eight  in 
breadth  ;  io  little  did  in  thofe  days, 
a  royal  confort  confult  either  pomp 
or  conveniency.  The  gate  through 
which  the  affectionate  Eleanor  en¬ 
tered,  to  give  the  Welfh  a  prince  of 
their  own,  who  could  not  fpeak  a 
word  of  Englifh,  is  at  the  fart  hell: 
end,  at  a  vail  height  above  the  out- 
fide  ground  ;  lb  could  only  be  ap¬ 
proached  by  a  draw-bridge.  In  his 
iixteenth  year,  the  prince  received 
the  homage  of  his  duped  fubje&frat 
Chefler,  inverted,  as  marks  of  his 
dignity,  _  with  a  chaplet  of  gold 
round  his  head,  a  golden  ring  on 
Ins  finger,  ana  a  ill  ver  feeptre  in  his 
hand. 

44  The  walls  of  this  fortrefs  are 
about  feven  feet  nine  inches  thick  ; 
and  have  within  their  thicknefs  a 
moil  convenient  gallery,  with  nar¬ 
row  flips,  for  the  difeharge  of  ar- 
lows,  lire  walls  or  the  Eayls 
Tower  are  near  two  feet  thicker. 
The  view  fiom  its  lummit  is  very 
fines  of  the  Menai,  Anglefey,  and 
the  nearer  parts  of  the  Britifh  Alps* 

F  he  fir  it  whom  I  find  appoint¬ 
ed  by  Edward  to  be  governor  of  the 
cattle,  was  John  de  Havering',  with 
a  falary  of  two  hundred  marks  ;  for 
which  he  was  obliged  to  maintain 
conflantly,  befides  his  own  family, 
four  fcore  men,  of  which  fifteen  were 
to  be  crofs.-bowmen,  one  chaplain, 
one  furgeon,  and  one  fmith ;  the 
reft  were  to  do  the  duty  of  keepers 
of  the  gates,  centinels,  and  other  ne~ 
ceffary  offices. 

44  In  1289,  T  find  that  the  king 
had  appointed  Adam  de  WetenhaU 
to  the  fame  important  office. 

46  The  eftablifhiment  lor  the  town 
and  caftle  was  as  follows  : 

44  The  conflabie  of  the  cable  had 
fometimes  Hxty  pounds,  at  others 
only  forty. 

44  The  captain  of  the  town  had 
12I.  3s,  qd,  for  his  annual  fee  ;  but 

this 
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this  office  was  fometimes  annexed  to 
the  former,  and  then  the  fee  was  6ol. 
for  both. 

44  The  condable  and  the  captain 
had  twenty-four  foldiers  allowed 
them  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  at 


AMONG  THE  WELCH. 

the  wages  of  4d.  per  day  each. 
Surely  this  flight  garrifon  was  only 
during  peaceful  times  1 

44  The  porter  of  the  gates  of  the 
town  had  for  his  annual  fee  3I. 


RELIGIOUS  CUSTOMS  ufcd  among  the  WELCH  in  former 

Times. 


[From  the 

"|T  SHALL  here  bring  into  one 

J[  point  of  view  the  leveral  re¬ 
ligious  cuftoms  ufed  among  us  in 
former  times  :  which  have  been 
gradually  dropped,  in  proportion 
as  the  age  grew  enlightened.  Se¬ 
veral  were  local,  feveral  extended 
through  the  whole  country  :  per¬ 
haps  fame,  which  were  expreffiveof 
their  hatred  of  vice,  or  which  had 
a  charitable  end,  might  as  well  have 
been  retained,  notwithdanding  the 
fmack  of  folly  that  was  often  to  be 
perceived  in  them. 

4‘  In  church,  at  the  name  of  the 
Devil,  an  univerfal  {pitting  feizcd 
the  congregation,  as  if  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  that  evil  fpirit  ;  and  when¬ 
ever  Judas  was  mentioned,  they  ex- 
prefled  their  abhorrence  of  him  by 
fmitting  their  breads. 

44  If  there  be  a  Fynnon  Vair,  the 
well  of  our  Lady,  or  any  other  faint, 
the  water  for  baptifin  was  always 
brought  from  thence  ;  and  after  the 
ceremony  was  over,  old  women  were 
very  fond  of  wafliing  their  eyes  in 
the  water  of  the  font. 

4‘  Previous  to  a  funeral,  it  was 
cudomary,  when  the  corpfe  was 
brought  out  of  the  houfe  and  laid 
upon  the  bier,  for  the  next  of  kin, 
be  it  widow,  mother,  filler,  or 
daughter  (for  it  mud  be  a  female) 
to  give,  over  the  coffin,  a  quantity 


fame  Work.] 

of  white  loaves,  in  a  great  diffi,  and 
fometimes  a  cheefe,  with  a  piece  of 
money  duck  in  it,  to  certain  poor 
perfons.  After  that  they  prefent,  in 
the  fame  manner,  a  cup  of  drink, 
and  require  the  perfon  to  drink  a 
little  of  it  immediately.  When  that 
is  done,  all  prefent  kneel  down  ;  and 
the  minider,  if  prefent,  fays  the 
Lord’s  ,  Prayer  :  alter  which,  they 
proceed  with  the  corpfe ;  and  at 
every  crofs-way,  between  the  houfe 
and  the  church,  they  lay  down  the 
bier,  kneel,  and  again  repeat  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  ;  and  do  the  fame 
when  they  fird  enter  the  church¬ 
yard.  It  is  alfo  cudomary,  in  many 
places,  to  ling  pfalms  on  the  way  ; 
bv  which  the  dilinels  of  rural  life  is 
often  broken  into,  in  a  manner  finely 
productive  of  religious  reflections. 

44  To  this  hour,  the  bier  is  car¬ 
ried  by  the  next  of  kin  ;  a  cudom 
coniidered  as  the  highefl  refpeCt  that 
filial  piety  can  pay  to  the  deceafed. 
This  was  a  ufage  frequent  among 
the  Romans  of  high  rank  ;  and  it 
was  thought  a  great  continuance  of 
the  good  fortune  which  had  attend¬ 
ed  Metellus  Macedonicus  through 
his  whole  being,  that  when  he  had, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  years,  palled  out 
of  life  by  a  gentle  decay,  amiddthe 
kifies  and  embraces  of  his  neared 
connections,  he  was  carried  to  the 

funeral 
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funeral  pile  on  the  fhoulders  of  his 
four  fons ;  and,  let  me  add,  that 
each  one  of  them  had  enjoyed  the 
grekteft  offices  of  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

44  Among  the  Wefh  it  was  reck¬ 
oned  fortunate  for  the  deceafed  if  It 
ffiould  rain  while  they  were  carrying 
him  to  church,  that  his  bier  might 
be  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven. 

u  Infome  places  it  was  cuffomary 
for  the  friends  of  the  dead  to  kneel, 
and  fay  the  Lord’s  Prayer  over  the 
grave,  for  leveral  Sundays  after  the 
interment  ;  and  then  to  dreis  the 
grave  with  flowers. 

Manibus  da?e  bUa  plenis. 
Purpureos  fpargam  floras  ;  ammamque  ne- 
petis 

His  faltem  accumulem  donis,  et  fungar  in- 
ani 

Munere. 

Bring  fragrant  flowers,  the  fairefl:  lilies 
bring, 

With  all  the  purple  beauties  of  the  fpring. 
Thefe  gifts  at  left,  tbefe  honours  I’ll  bellow 
On  the  dear  youth,  to  pleaie  his  ihsde  be* 


44  It  is  mil  ufual  to  flick,  on  the 
eve  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  over 
the  doors,  fprigs  of  St.  John’s  wort, 
or  in  lieu  of  it  the  common  Mug- 
wort.  The  intent  was  to  purify 
the  houfe  from  evil  fpirits ;  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Druids  were 
wont  to  do  with  vervaine,  which 
ilill  bears  with  the  Welfh  the  figni- 
Beam  title  of  Cas  gan  Gythral,  or 
the  Demons  averhon. 


44  Upon  Chriflmas-day,  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  moll 
of  the  parifliioners  afiembled  ill 
church,  and  after  prayers  and  a  fer- 
mon,  continued  their  finging  pfalms 
and  hymns  with  great  devotion  till 
broad  day  ;  and  if,  through  age  or 
infirmity,  any  were  di  fa  bled  from 
attending,  they  never  failed  having 
prayers  at  home,  and  carols  on  our 
Saviour’s  nativity.  The  former 
part  of  the  cuftom  is  flill  preferved; 
but  too  often  perverted  into  intem¬ 
perance.  This  aft  of  devotion  is 
called  Ply  gan,  or  the  Crowing  of 
the  Cock.  It  has  been  a  general 
belief  among  the  fuperffitious,  that 
inflantiy, 

at  his  warning-. 
Whether  in  fea  or  Are,  in  earth  or  air, 

Th’  extravagant  and  erring  fpirit  hies 
To  his  confine. 

But  during  the  holy  feafon,  the  cock 
was  fuppofed.  to  exert  his  power 
throughout  the  night;  from  which, 
undoubtedly,  originated  the  Welfh 
word  Plygan,  as  applied  to  this  cuf¬ 
tom.  Accordingly,  Shakfpeare  fine¬ 
ly  deferibes  this- old  opinion  ; 

Some  fay,  that  ever  ’gainft  that  feafon 
comes 

Wherein  our  Saviour’s  birth  Is  celebrated. 
The  bird  of  dawning  fingeth  all  nightlong: 
And  then,  they  fay,  no  fpirit  walks  abroad: 
The  nights  are  wholefome  :  then  no  pla¬ 
nets  ftrike  : 

No  fairy  takes  :  no  witch  hath  power  to 
charm, 

So  hallow’d  and  fo  gracious  is  the  time. 


/ 
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CURIOUS  TRIAL  about  a  COAT  of  ARMS 
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**  T  T  IS  fucceffor  in  theca  file  was 
Jtl  Edward  Burnel,  who 
ferved  in  many  actions  in  Scotland, 
under  Edward  1.  and  appeared  with 
great  fplendor.  Fie  was  always  at¬ 
tended  with  a  chariot  decked  with 
banners  ;  on  which,  as  well  as  on 
the  trappings  of  his  horles,  were  db- 
pidted  his  arms  He  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  lord  Defpenfer,  by  whom 
he  had  no  iffue.  On  his  deceafe, 
in  ;  r,  1 3,  his  lifter  Maud  became  foie 
heir.  She  married  lirft  John  lord 
J,ovet  of  Tichemerfh,  furnamed  the 
Rich  ;  he  died  in  1335.  Her  fe¬ 
cund  hufband  was  John  de  Handlow, 
who  died  in  1346,  and  left  by  her 
oftefon,  named  Nicholas  lord  Bur- 
ue],  the  fubjedl  of  much  conteft  in 
the  court  of  chivalry  with  a  Robert 
de  Morley  on  account  of  the  arms 
which  Nicholas  bore,  in  right  of 
certain  lands  of  the  barony  of  Bur- 
riel,  beftowed  on  him  by  his  mo¬ 
ther.  Thefe  arms  de  Morley  had 
sdlhmed  without  any  juft  pretence  ; 
but  becaufe,  as  he  declared,  u  it 
was  his  will  and  pleafure  fo  to  do, 
and  that  he  would  defend  his  fo  do¬ 
ing. Probably  he  had  no  arms  of 
his  own,  having  been  the  fir  ft  of  his 
family  who  had  appeared  in  a  mili¬ 
tary  capacity.  He  had  ferved  as 
efquire  to  fir  Edward  Burnel,  with¬ 
out  any  other  domeftic  than  one  boy; 
and  ever  fince  the  death  of  his  m af¬ 
ter  affumed  the  arms  in  difpute.  It 
happened  that  they  both  were  at  the 
liege  of  Calais,  under  Edward  III. 
in  1  346,  arrayed  in  the  lame  arms. 
Nicholas  lord  Burnel  challenged 
the  arms  as  belonging  to  the  Bur 
cels  only,  he  having  at  that  time 
under  his  command  a  hundred  men, 
o 


on  whofe  banners  were  his  proper 
arms.  Sir  Peter  Corbet,  then  in  his 
retinue,  offered  to  combat  with  Ro¬ 
bert  de  Morley  in  fupport  of  the 
right  Which  his  mailer  had  to  the 
arms  ;  but  the  duel  never  took 
place,  probably  Becaufe  the  king  de¬ 
nied  his  affent.  rl  he  fuit  was  then 
referred  to  rhe  couit  of  chivalry, 
held  on  the  fands  before  Calais,  be¬ 
fore  William  Bohun,  earl  of.  Nor¬ 
thampton,  high  conftable  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Thomas  Beauchamp,  carl 
of  Warwick,  earl  marfhal.  The 
trial  lafted  feveral  days  ;  when  Ro¬ 
bert,  apprehending  that  the  caufe 
would  go  againft  him,  took  an  00- 
portunity,  in  prefence  of  the  king, 
to  fvvear  by  God’s  flefh,  that  if  the 
arms  in  queftion  were'  adjudged  from 
him,  he  never  more  would  arm  him- 
felf  in  the  king’s  fervice.  On  this 
the  king,  out  of  perfonal  regard  for 
the  fignal  fervices  he  had  performed 
in  thofe  arms,  and  confide  ring  the 
right  of  Nicholas  lord  Burnel,  was 
defirous  to  put  an  end  to  the  conteft 
with  as  little  offence  as  poffible.  He 
therefore  fent  the  earl  of  Lancafter, 
and  other  lords,  to  Nicholas,  to  re- 
quell  that  he  would  permit  Robert 
de  Morley  to  bear  the  arms  in  difpute 
for  the  term  of  bis  life  only  ;  which 
Nicholas,  out  of  refpect  to  the  king, 
afiented  to.  The  king  then  directed 
the  high  conftable,  and  earl  marfhal, 
to  give  judgment  accordingly.  This 
they  performed  in  the  church  of  St. 
Peter,  near  Calais  ;  and  their  feh- 
tence  was  immediately  proclaimed  by 
a  herald,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole 
armv  there  afiembled. 

“  Robert  de  Morley  was  feized 
with  his  laft  illnefs  in  Burgundy,  h\ 

the 
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the  year  1360,  when  the  Englifli 
army  was  on  its  return  from  the 
blockade  of  Paris.  Feeling  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  death,  he  directed  that 
his  banner,  with  the  arms  of  Bur- 
nel,  fhould,  upon  his  deceafe,  be 
delivered  to  Nicholas  lord  Burnel, 
in  purfuance  of  the  judgment  before 
palled  in  the  court  of  chivalry;  and 
accordingly  his  banner-bearer,  hav¬ 
ing  in  his  hands  the  banner  rolled 
up,  delivered  it  to  lord  Burnel,  in 
prefence  of  numbers  of  the  nobility, 
convened  as  witneffes  of  the  cere¬ 
mony.  Lord  Burnel  died  in  the 
year  1382,  and  was  interred  in 
Adton  Burnel  church,  under  an  al¬ 
tar  tomb,  with  a  brafs  inlaid  in  it 
of  the  figure  of  an  armed  man,  and 


a  brafs  label,  infcnbed,  Hie  jacet 
Domains  Nicks  Burnel ,  miles ,  domi¬ 
nies  de  Holgct ,  qui  ob.  1 2°  die  Jan • 
A.  D.  1382.  Cujus  animee  propN 
tictur  Deus.  Amen . 

Among  the  witneffes  in  this 
caufe  wrere  feveral  lords  and  knights, 
and  many  very  antient  people,  fome 
of  them  above  a  hundred  years  of 
age  ;  one  of  a  hundred  and  forty* 
and  one  of  a  hundred  and  twrenty, 
probably  of  Shropfhire,  as  may  be 
colledfed  from  their  names,  and  the 
teftimony  they  gave  relative  to  the 
defeents  of  the  Burnels,  and  feveral 
private  affairs  of  the  family,  which 
were  likely  to  he  belt  known  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  relidence.” 


AFFINITY  between  ANCIENT  and  MODERN  CUSTOMS  in  the 

Kingdom  of  NAPLES. 

[From  Mr.  Swinburne’s  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies.] 


sc  -p  he  women  of  this  neigh - 
jf  bourhood  are  handfome, 
and  take  great  pains  to  deck  out 
their  perfons  to  advantage.  Once  a 
week  they  wafh  their  hair  with  a 
lye  of  wood  -allies,  that  changes  it 
from  a  dark  brown  colour  to  a  flaxen 
yellow  of  many  different  tints  in  the 
lame  head  of  hair.  This  I  take  to 
be  the  true  flava  caefaries  of  the  La¬ 
tin  poets.  Experience  has  taught 
me  to  difeover  many  traces  of  an- 
gient  cuifoms  in  the  modes  and  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  modern  Italians.  At¬ 
tentive  obfervation  will  make  a  per- 
fon,  to  whom  the  claflic  writings  are 
familiar,  fenfibie  of  this  relemblance 
every  day  he  pafles  in  the  fouthern 
parts  ol  Italy,  efpeeially  if  he  has 
opportunities  of  ftudying  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  lower  ciafs  of  inhabi¬ 
tants,  whofe  character  has  as  yet 


received  but  a  flight  tinge  from  a 
mixture  with  foreigners.  He  will 
recognife  the  praeficac  of  the  an¬ 
cients,  in  the  appearance  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  old  women  that  are  hired 
in  Calabria  to  howl  at  burials,  i  he 
funeral  behaviour  and  meafure  of 
grief  in  the  Calabrefe  are  regulated 
by  the  flridfeft  etiquette.  The  vir¬ 
tues  as  well  as  vices  of  a  deceafed 
father  of  a  family  are  recapitulated 
by  the  oldeff  perfon  in  company. 
The  widow  repeats  his  words,  adds 
comments  ot  her  own,  then  roars 
out  loudly,  and  plucks  off  handfuls 
of  her  hair,  which  fhe  ffrews  over 
the  bier.  Daughters  tear  their 
locks,  and  beat  their  breads,  but 
remain  lilenr.  More  diflant  rela¬ 
tions  repeat  the  oration  coolly,  and 
commit  no  outrage  upon  their  per¬ 
fons.  When  the  kinlinan  of  a  ba- 
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ran  or  rich  citizen  dies,  a  number 
of  old  women  are  hired  to  perform 
all  thefe  ceremonies  for  the  family. 

* 4  At  Naples,  the  forms  are  ra¬ 
ther  different.  I  was  one  day  wit- 
nefs  of  the  funeral  of  an  old  ii (Her¬ 
man.  The  addons  of  his  widow 
were  fo  overftrained  as  to  be  truly 
ridiculous  :  file  tore  off  her  hair  and 
clothes,  and  yelled  in  the  moll  hi¬ 
deous  manner,  till  her  ftep-fons  ap¬ 
peared  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  goods : 
file  then  turned  her  fury  upon  them, 
and  beat  them  out  of  the  houfe. 
The  priefls  now  came  for  the  body, 
and  file  oppofed  their  entry  for  a 
decent  length  of  time  ;  but  at  lad, 
fuffering  herfelf  to  be  overpowered 
by  numbers,  dew  to  the  window 
with  her  daughters  and  her  mother 
(who,  from  having  outlived  many 
relations,  had  fcarce  a  hair  left  on 
her  head),  and  there  beat  her  brsaft, 
fcratched  her  cheeks,  and  threw 
whole  handfuls  of  hair  towards  the 
bier  with  the  frantic  geffures  of  a 
demoniac.  The  proceffion  was  no 
fooner  out  of  fight,  than  all  was 
quiet;  and  in  five  minutes  I  heard 
them  laughing  and  dancing  about 
the  room,  as  if  rejoicing  to  be  rid 
of  the  old  churl. 

44  In  fome  parts  of  the  country, 
it  is  a  rule  to  fad  the  whole  day  of 
the  interment.  Two  women,  in  a 
village  near  Salerno,  mother  and 
daughter  of  a  farmer,  at  whofe  re¬ 
moval  from  the  houfe  they  had  act¬ 
ed  their  parts  with  great  applaufe, 
locked  themfelves  up,  and,  in  or¬ 
der  to  recover  ffrength  after  the  fa¬ 
tigue  they  had  undergone,  began, 
in  defiance  of  cudom,  to  try  fome 
pieces  of  tripe  for  their  dinner.  As 
ill  luck  would  have  it,  a  couple  of 
relations,  who,  living  at  a  great 
didance,  had  come  too  late  for  the 
ceremony,  knocked  at  the  door  to 
pay  their  refpecds  to  the  difconfolate 
widow.  Great  was  the  difficulty 


they  found  in  gaining  admittance; 
all  the  parade  of  grief  was  again  dis¬ 
played,  the  dinner  dipped  into  a 
napkin,  and  hid  under  the  bed,  and 
nothing  heard  in  the  room  but 
groans  and  lamentations.  The 
drangers  entered  with  compofed 
mien,  and  were  endeavouring,  with 
little  fuccefs,  to  adminider  com¬ 
fort  to  their  unhappy  kinfwomen, 
when,  behold  !  a  dog  they  had 
brought  with  them  winded  the  fry, 
and  dragged  it  out  into  the  middle 
of  the  floor,  to  the  great  fcandal  of 
the  viiitors,  and  the  utter  confuffon 
of  the  mourners,  whofe  reputation 
was  irretrievably  ruined  in  the  ef- 
teem  of  the  whole  p.-irifh. 

44  The  verfein  Virgil, 

o  > 

Hinc  aka  fub  rape  canet  frondator  ad 
auras,  Eel.  I . 

naturally  occurs,  when,  in  our  walks 
under  the  rocky  cliffs  of  Pofiiipo, 
we  fee  the  peafant  Twinging  from  the 
top  of  a  tree  on  a  rope  of  twided 
willows,  trimming  the  poplar,  and 
the  luxuriant  tendrils  of  the  vine, 
and  hear  him  make  the  whole  vale 
ring  with  his  ruflic  ditty. 

44  A  claflic  icholar  cannot  droll 
under  the  groves  of  the  plain,  with¬ 
out  calling  to  mind  Horace’s. 

Dui  us 

Vindemiator  et  invidlus,  cui  fiepe  viator 

Ceffifiet,  magna  compellans  voce  cu~ 
cull  urn.  Sat.  7. 

if  he  attend  to  the  vir.e-dreffer  fitting 
among  the  boughs,  ladling  raw  lads 
and  baffiful  maidens,  as  they  return 
from  market,  with  the  fame  grofs 
wit  and  rough  jokes  that  gave  fuch 
zed  of  old  to  the  farces  of  Atella. 

44  The  Neapolitan  girls  dance  to 
the  fnapping  of  their  fingers  and 
the  beat  of  a  tambourine,  and  whirl 
their  petticoats  about  them.  With 
greater  elegance  in  the  pofition,  and 
more  airinefs  in  the  flow  of  the  dra¬ 
pery,  ftriking  likeneffes  of  them 
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may  be  found  among  the  paintings 
of  Herculaneum. 

li  A  young  fhhermam  of  Naples 
naturally  throvVs  his  limbs  into  the 
moft  grace! ul  attitudes ;  and  it  was, 
no  doubt,  from  the  ftudv  of  fimilar 
figures,  that  the  Grecian  ftatuanes 
drew  their  nice  ideas  of  beauty  and 
perfection  of  forms. 

6i  If  an  antiquary  longs  for  a  Ro¬ 
man  dilh,  Sorrento  will  fupply  him 
with  the  paps  of  a  fow,  dreft  in  the 
antique  taite,  by  the  name  of  Ver- 
Hna ;  and  I  believe  Peregrine 
Pickle’s  learned  friend  might,  with 
a  little  attention,  difeover  diffident 
remnants  of  ancient  cookery  in  the 
environs  of  Naples,  to  make  out  a 
tolerable  bill  of  fare. 


“  To  this  day,  the  rigging  of 
fmail  veffels  on  the  Neapolitan  coaft 
anfwers  the  deferiptions  left  us  of 
ancient  failing.  I  doubt  whether 
it  be  an  eafy  matter  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  manoeuvres  of  Uly  fifes  or 
iEneas  in  their  various  naviga¬ 
tions,  without  having  examined 
the  trim  of  one  of  thefe  boats ; 
nay,  I  believe  it  fcarcely  poffible  to 
enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  claffic 
authors,  without  a  previous  vilit  to 
Italy  or  Greece.  I  am  certain  at 
lead,  that  my  travels  on  claffic 
ground  have  rendered  me  infinitely 
more  fenfibleqf  their  beauties,  than 
I  ever  fhould  have  been  had  I  re¬ 
mained  at  home.” 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  CONSPIRACY  againft  VENICE,  formed,  in  i6ig> 
by  Don  Alphonso  de  la  Cueva,  Marquis  of  Bedmar. 

[From  Dr.  Thompson’s  Continuation  of  Dr.  Watson’s  Hi  dory  of  the 
Reign  of  Philip  the  Third,  King  of  Spain,] 


44  all  the  confpiracies  or  plots 

which  were  formed  or  con¬ 
nived  at  by  the  Spanifh  miniilers,  in 
this  or  any  other  period,  that  which 
was  framed  againft  the  republic  of 
Venice,  by  Don  Alphonlb  de  la 
Cueva,  marquis  of  Bedmar,  was 
the  mod  remarkable,  and  the  mod 
important,  whether  we  have  rclpefl 
to  its  end,  or  to  that  complicated 
machinery  by  which  it  was  to  be  ac- 
compliftied.  That  the  marquis  was 
2  perfon  of  very  extraordinary  abi¬ 
lities  furhciently  appears  from  this 
circumdance,  that,  at  a  time  when 
the  cabinet  of  Madrid  had  an  op¬ 
tion  of  didinguifhed  abilities,  he 
was  appointed  ambaffador  in  ordi¬ 
nary  at  Venice,  of  all  the  courts  of 
Europe  the  mod  refined  in  its  po¬ 
litics  and  determined  in  its  counfels. 
From  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
ancient  as  well  as  modern  hiftory, 
which  he  read  with  the  eyes  of  a 
philofopherand  datefman,  and  much 
obfervation  on  the  fcene  of  human 
life,  in  which  he  was  at  once  an 
important  aftor  and  judicious  fpec- 
tator,  he  acquired  a  fagacity  to 
which  the  council  of  Spain  looked 
up  with  an  almod  fuperditious  ve¬ 
neration.  To  a  deep  infight  into 
the  nature  of  political  affairs,  he 
added  thofe  qualities  that  are  fo  xe- 
quifite  in  a  practical  politician ;  a 


facility  of  fpeaking  and  writing 
with  inexpreifible  grace;  a  quick 
difcernment  of  characters ;  an  air 
and  manner  always  frank  and  tm re¬ 
fer  ved  ;  and  ac  the  fame  time  fuch 
force  of  mind,  that  under  the  mod 
trying  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  the 
fevered  agitations  of  the  padions,  he 
betrayed  not  the  fmaiied  fymptom 
of  perturbation,  but  on  the  contrary 
retained  the  mod  unequivocal  ap¬ 
pearance  of  per feft  ferenity.  With 
thefe  qualities,  which  didinguifhed 
his  character,  he  pofTeffed  in  an 
eminent  degree  another,  which  is 
common  to  all  Spaniards ;  a  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  the  monarchy  and 
the  honour  of  the  Spanifh  name. 
This  had  of  late  undergone  an  ec» 
clipfe,  and  the  marquis  was  willing 
to  revive  its  iudre  by  the  total  ruin 
of  a  power  that  had  contributed  fo 
greatly  to  its  decay,  the  republic  of 
Venice.  He  was  invited  to  attack 
this  date  bv  various  circumdances  : 
the  war  with  theAudrians  had  drain¬ 
ed  Venice  both  of  arms  and  men  ; 
the  fleet  was  confined  to  Idria,  the 
feat  of  the  war  ;  the  land  army  was 
equally  didant ;  the  exigencies  of 
war  had  occadoned  the  mod  op- 
preffive  taxes,  which,  as  the  people 
iufpeHed,  were  not  wholly  applied 
to  the  public  life :  the  marquis, 
therefore,  perfuaded  himfelf  that  the 

revolution 
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revolution  he  had  planned  would  not 
only  be  practicable,  but  to  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  people,  acceptable ; 
nay,  of  the  nobility,  not  a  few 
were  difcontented  with  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  rejoiced  in  all  the  mil- 
fortunes  of  the  Hate,  as  the  effects 
of  meafures  which  they  had  dis¬ 
approved.  The  more  neceffitous  of 
that  order,  the  marquis  knew  by 
experience,  might  be  prevailed  on, 
if  not  to  act  a  part  in  the  tragedy, 
yet  to  give  fuch  intelligence  as 
might  in  reality  promote  the  cata- 
ffrophe  of  Venice.  Another  ground 
of  encouragement  was,  that  the 
fiower  of  the  Venetian  army  con- 
ilfted  of  Hollanders  and  Walloons, 
mercenaries,  whole  officers  he  trad¬ 
ed  might  be  (educed  by  the  power¬ 
ful  allurements  of  gold,  to  betray 
the  caufe  of  Venice,  and  to  efpoufe 
that  of  Spain.  The  fleet  of  the 
republic  was  indeed  formidable,  but 
there  too  he  hoped  to  make  dread¬ 
ful  havoc  with  the  fame  weapons  he 
propofed  to  employ  in  weakening 
the  Venetian  army.  It  only  re¬ 
mained,  that  he  ffiould  attach  to  his 
perfon,  and  to  the  terrible  objebt 
he  had  in  view,  a  fuffieient  num¬ 
ber  of  determined  confidants,  by 
means  of  whom  he  might  combine 
the  efforts  of  thou  lands  in  a  lcheme, 
with  the  nature  of  which  they  were 
not  to  be  entrufled  until  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  execution.  He  imparted 
his  projed  to  the  marquis  of  Villa 
Franca,  and  the  duke  of  Gffiuna. 
Thefe  min  liters  wt  re  delighted  with 
the  novelty  and  the  boldnefs  of  his 
ideas,  and  without  hefitation  pro- 
mi  led  to  contribute  all  in  their 
power  towards  its  accomplishment.' 
It  does  not  appear  that  he  commu¬ 
nicated  his  defign  to  the  court  of 
Madrid  ;  but  he  was  fufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  ideas  of  ambi¬ 
tion  that  Hill  reigned  in  the  council 
of  Spain 3  to  know',  that  if  the  pro* 


je£t  fhould  be  carried  happily  into 
execution,  of  which  he  did  not  en¬ 
tertain  any  doubt,  it  would  meet 
with  their  hearty  applaufe  and  ad¬ 
miration.  But  while  this  project 
was  ripening  by  degrees,  the  court 
of  Spain  Was  obliged,  by  the  vi¬ 
gour  ot  the  young  king  of  France, 
to  make  gradual  advances  towards 
a  general  peace  in  Italy.  This 
would  have  di farmed  the  troops  of 
Spain,  and  deprived  the  conlpira- 
tors  of  thole  inftruments  with  which 
they  hoped  to  fubjeCt  to  the  mo¬ 
narchy  the  Hates  of  Venice.  Hence 
the  various  artifices  of  Toledo  and 
Oifuna  to  prolong  the  war,  and  to 
prevent  a  final  accommodation  of 
differences.  The  marquis  had  by 
this  time  entered  into  the  molt  inti¬ 
mate  correfpondence  and  confidence 
with  a  number  of  men,  who,  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  tranfcendent  powers  of 
his  mind,  and  contemplating  the 
mighty  rewards  that  were  exhibited 
to  their  view,  were  ready  to  execute 
his  orders  with  promptitude  and  a- 
lacrity.  Thefe  men  were  highly 
difiinguifhed  from  the  multitude, 
by  confiancy  in.  the  mofi  trying  fi¬ 
xations,  by  unlhaken  fidelity  to 
their  engagements,  and  by  a  bold 
and  daring  courage.  Nothing  was 
wanting  10  entitle  them  to  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  praife,  but  the  exer¬ 
tion  of  thefe  virtues  in.  a  worthy 
caufe. 

46  The  principal  arrangements  in 
this  confpiracy  were  thefe :  fifteen 
hundred  veteran  troops,  chofen  from 
the  Spanifh  army  in  Milan,  by  Don 
Pedro  himfelf,  were  to  be  introduc¬ 
ed  into  the  city  of  Venice,  not  in  a 
body,  but  a  few  at  a  time,  and  un¬ 
armed.  They  were  to  receive  arms 
from  the  marquis  of  Bedmar.  But 
left  any  unforefeen  accident  ffiould 
marr  the  intentions  of  Toledo,  five 
thoufand  Hollanders,  who  lay  at 
the  Lazaretto,  not  above  two  miles 
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diftant  from  the  city  were  ready 
to  be  introduced,  man  by  man,  at 
firff,  and  afterwards,  in  the  tumult 
and  confufion  that  was  expeded  to 
enfuc,  in  a  body.  Brigantines  and 
barks  were  to  be  lent  from  Naples 
into  the  channels  and  ports  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  having  on  board  fix  thoufand 
men.  A  number  of  large  Blips 
were  afterwards  to  calf  anchor  on 
the  fhores  of  Friuli.  Under  the 
countenance  of  the  latter,  and  a- 
midft  the  confufion  and  horrors  to 
be  excited  by  the  former,  the  con - 
fpirators  were  to  a  Ft  their  feveral 
parts  in  the  intended  tragedy:  one 
was  to  fet  fire  to  the  arfenal,  others 
to  different  parts  of  the  city  ;  fome 
were  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  mint ; 
fome  to  feme  the  principal  places 
of  Brength ;  and  the  part  allotted 
to  many,  was,  to  annihilate  the 
conftitution  of  Venice  by  murder¬ 
ing  the  fenators  Artillery  was  to 
be  drawn  up  to  the  higheil  emi¬ 
nences,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying 
the  city  in  ruins,  in  cafe  the  inha¬ 
bitants  fltould  attempt  reMance. 
Field  pieces  were  to  be  difpofed  in 
different  quarters  of  the  city,  point¬ 
ing  into  the  principal  ffreets  And 
as  it  was  necefiary  to  be  in  pofTeffion 
of  fome  inland  town  in  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  republic,  which  might 
ferve  as  a  barrier  againff  the  return 
of  the  Venetian  land  army,  if  call¬ 
ed  to  Venice  to  oppofe  the  confpi- 
jators,  aiid  as  a  magazine  for  the 
SpaniBi  army,  Don  Pedro  held  a 
clofe  correfpandence  with  certain 
officers  of  the  garrifon  of  Crema, 
who  were  to  betray  that  town  into 
the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  Another 
plot  wras  yet  necefiary  to  give  full 
effed  to  the  grand  confpiracy.  A 
port  was  to  he  occupied  in  the  Ve¬ 
netian  Gulf,  which  might  receive 
the  SpaniBi  fleet,  if,  by  any  acci¬ 
dent,  it  Amu  Id  be  obliged  to  feek  a 
retreat,  when  employed  in  that  Tea. 


There  is  a  place  of  confiderable 
Brength,  called  Varano,  in  an  ill  and 
bordering  upon  Iftria,  with  a  har¬ 
bour  capable  of  receiving  a  large 
fleet.  The  officer  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand  in  the  garrifon  of  Marano  en¬ 
gaged  to  affaffinate  the  governor, 
whenever  he  fhould  receive  orders, 
from  Toledo,  and  to  hold  the  town 
in  the  name  of  the  Spaniards. 

u  Such  was  the  complicated, 
fcheme  formed  for  the  deftrudion  of 
the  renowned  city  and  republic  of 
Venice :  a  fcheme  which  involved 
in  its  nature  whatever  human  inge¬ 
nuity  could  plan,  or  the  courage  of 
man  dare  to  execute,  but  which 
failed  of  fuccefs  from  fome  of  thofe 
unforefeen  accidents  that  fo  often 
happen  to  intimidate  the  hearts  of 
affidlins,  and  to  difconcert  the  pro- 
jeds  of  confpirators. 

u  A  confpiracy  fo  important  m 
its  end,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  va¬ 
rious  in  its  means,  does  not  occur 
in  hiftory.  That  of  C ata line  again B: 
the  Roman  republic,  pointed  to 
equal  horrors,  and  to  Bill  greater 
revolution  ;  but  the  means  by  which 
he  hoped  to  accomplifh  itwereunore 
Bmple,  and  confequently  lefs  ab~ 
furd  than  thofe  employed  by  the 
bold  imagination,  rather  than  the 
folid  judgment  of  the  marquis  of 
Bedmar.  It  was  probably  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  that  circumftantial  and  in- 
terefting  narrative  which  the  Ro~ 
man  hiftorian  has  given  of  the  Ca- 
talinarian  confpiracy,  that  the  elo¬ 
quent  and  profour  Saint  Real  com- 
pofed  his  beauti  jl  account  of  the 
SpaniBi  confpiracy  againff  Venice. 
This  copious  narrative,  though 
heightened  in  fmall  inflances  by -the 
colourings  of  poetry,  and  the  cir- 
cutnffantiality  of  fidion,  is  yet  true 
in  the  mod  material  particulars,  and 
ierves,  in  the  words  of  the  author, 
to  difplay  the  “  power  of  prudence 
over  human  affairs,  and  the  do- 
o  minion 
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minion  of  fortune  ;  the  extent  of  the 
limits  of  the  human  mind,  its  great- 
eft  ftrength,  and  its  fecret  frailties ; 
the  numberlefs  confiderations  to 
which  the  politician  mitft  attend, 
who  afpires  to  govern  his  fellow 
men  ;  and  the  difference  between 
true  and  falfe  refinement.”  It  is 
this  Laft  reflection  which  perpetually 
recurs  to  the  reader,  and  ftrikes  him 
with  peculiar  force.  Nothing  but 
the  extravagance  of  hope,  and  the 
biindnefs  of  paflion,  could  have  fe- 
duced  the  judgment  of  Don  Alphon- 
fo  de  la  Cueva,  to  believe  that  he 
fnould  be  able,  by  anv  efforts  of 
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genius,  to  combine  into  one  harmo- 
nious  machine,  fo  many  and  fueh 
various  fprings.  The  various  ideas 
and  correfponding  emotions  and  paf- 
iions  which  rife  in  the  mind  on  dif¬ 


ferent  occafions,  and  in  different 
circumftances,  render  the  views  and 
defigns  of  men  fluctuating  and  un- 
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certain.  The  fmallelt  incident  in 
health  or  fortune,  is  fufficient  to 
fhake  a  refolution  big  with  danger 
and  death.  The  minds  of  men  are 
fuch  delicate,  refined,  and  variable  in- 
ftruments,  that  a  thoufand  accidents 
difturb  their  operation.  The  moil 
fortunate  adventurers  in  life,  are 
thofe  who  do  not  pretend  to  form, 
but  who  have  vigilance  and  fagacity 
to  improve  conjunctures.  Political 
revolutions  are  not  to  be  effected  by 
the  fubtleties  and  refinements  of  a 
genius  profound  and  metaphyfical ; 
but  by  the  boldnefs  and  dexterity  of 
a  C  as  far  or  a  Cromwell,  who  know 
to  feize  the  important  moment  of 
decifive  execution,” 


Some  CIRCUMSTANCES  relative  to  the  CHARACTER  of  the 
NORTHERN  NATIONS,  who  introduced  the  FEUDAL  GO¬ 
VERNMENT  and  MANNERS. 

[From  Dr.  Beattie’s  Diflertations,  Moral  and  Critical.] 


44  r~]p  HERE  are,  in  the  charac- 
1  ter  of  this  extraordinary 
people,  feveral  particulars  that  de¬ 
fer  ve  attention.  We  may  call  them 
one  people,  became  a  great  limil- 
arity  in  manners,  opinions,  and  go¬ 
vernment,  prevailed  among  them  ; 
though  they  occupied  many  wide  re¬ 
gions  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
continent  of  Europe. 

“  Firft  :  they  are  a  ftrong,  hardy, 
and  a  Clive  race  of  men.  This  cha¬ 
racter  they  mail  have  derived,  in  a 
great  meafure,  from  their  climate 
and  needy  circumftances.  Want  is 
the  parent  of  induftry.  To  obtain 
even  the  neceilaries  of  life,  where 
the  climate  is  cold,  and  the  foil  un- 
traCtable,  requires  continual  exer¬ 
tion  j  which  at  once  inures  the  mind 


to  vigilance,  and  the  body  to  la¬ 
bour.  The  Germans,  in  Caefar’s 
time,  made  it  their  boaft,  that  they 
had  not  been  under  a  roof  for  four¬ 
teen  years  :  which  conveyed  fuch  an 
idea  of  their  ferocity  and  ftrength 
to  the  neighbouring  Gauls,  that 
they  thought  them  invincible  ;  and 
even  Csefar  found  it  difficult  to  per- 
luade  his  Romans  to  march  againfl 
them.  Warm  and  fruitful  countries 
generally  produce  (unlefs  where  a 
fpirit  of  commerce  and  manufacture 
prevails)  effeminacy  and  indolence  : 
for  there,  neither  art  nor  labour  is 
neceffary  to  procure  what  is  requi- 
fite  to  life  ;  and  there,  of  courfe, 
both  the  mind  and  the  body  are  apt 
to  grow  languid  for  want  of  exer- 
cife. 


u  Second- 
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64  Secondly:  They  were  fierce 
and  courageous.  This  was  owing, 
not  only  to  their  aftivitv  and  necef- 
fitous  life,  but  aifo,  in  part,  to  their 
religion  ;  which  taught  them  to  un¬ 
dervalue  life,  and  to  wifh  rather  to 
die  in  battle,  or  by  violence,  than 
in  the  common  courfe  of  nature. 
For  they  believed,  that  the  fouls  of 
thofe  who  tell  in  war,  or  were  put 
to  death,  had  a  better  right  than 
others  to  happinefs  in  a  future  life  ; 
and  p ailed  immediately  into  the  hall 
of  Odin  (fo  in  latter  times  they 
called  heaven),  where  they  were  to 
be  regaled  with  fea fling  and  feftivity 
through  innumerable  ages.  Agree¬ 
ably  to  which  opinion,  in  fome  of 
the  nations  adjoining  to  Hndfon’s 
bay,  who  are  thought  to  be  of  the 
fame  race,  it  is  Hill  cuHomary,  for 
the  old  men,  when  they  become 
unfit  for  labour,  to  delire  to  be 
firangled  ;  a  fervice,  which  they  de¬ 
mand  as  an  aft  of  duty  from  their 
children  ;  or,  if  they  have  no  chil¬ 
dren,  requeft,  as  a  favour,  of  their 
friends. 

44  A  third  peculiarity  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  thefe  people  is,  their  at¬ 
tention  to  their  women.  With  us, 
the  two  fexes  affociate  together,  and 
mutually  improve  and  polifn  one 
another  :  but  in  Rome  and  Greece 
they  lived  feparate  ;  and  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  female  was  little  better 
than  flavery  ;  as  it  Hill  is,  and  has 
been  from  very  early  times,  in  many 
parts  of  Ada,  and  in  European  and 
African  Turkey.  But  the  Gothick, 
warriors  were  in  all  their  exp eaw 
tions  attended  by  their  wives  5  whom 
they  regarded  as  ftiends  and  faithful 
counfellors,  and  frequently  as  facred 
perfons,  by  whom  the  gods  were 
pleafed  fo  communicate  their  will  to 
mankind*  This  in  part  accounts  fop 


the  reverence  wherewith  the  female 
fex  were  always  treated  by  thofe 
conquerors:  and,  as  Europe  Hill 
retains  many  of  their  cufloms,  and 
much  of  their  policy,  this  may  be 
given  as  one  reafon  of  that  polite 
gallantry,  which  diftinguifhes  our 
manners,  and  has  extended  itfelf 
through  every  part  of  the  world  that 
is  fubjeft  to  European  government. 

44  Another  thing  remarkable  in 
the  Gothick  nations,  was  an  invin¬ 
cible  fpirit  of  liberty.  Warm  and 
fruitful  countries,  by  promoting  in¬ 
dolence  and  luxury,  are  favourable 
to  the  views  of  tyrannical  princes  ; 
and  commonly  were  in  ancient,  as 
many  of  them  are  in  modern  times, 
the  abode  of  defpotifm.  Rut  the 
natives  of  the  North,  more  aftive 
and  valiant,  are  for  the  mod  part 
more  jealous  of  their  privileges. 
Exceptions  may  be  found  to  all  ge¬ 
neral  theories  concerning  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  climate  in  forming  the 
human  charafter  :  but  this  will  be 
allowed  to  have  been  true  of  the  an- 
tient  Germans,  and  thofe  other  na¬ 
tion's,  whereof  I  now  fpeak.  All 
the  Gothick  inftitutions  were,  in 
their  pureH  form,  favourable  to  li¬ 
berty.  The  kings,  or  generals, 
were  at  fil'd  chofen  by  thofe  who 
were  to  obey  them  :  and  though 
they  acknowleged,  and  indeed  in¬ 
troduced,  the  didinftion  of  fuperior 
and  vaflal,  they  were  careful  to  fe- 
cure  the  independence,  and  refpec- 
tive  rights  of  both,  as  far  as  the 
common  fafety  would  permit.  To 
them  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
we  are  indebted  for  thofe  two  great 
edablifhments,  which  form  the  bads 
of  Britifli  freedom,  a  parliament  fox 
making  laws,  and  juries  for  trying- 
criminals,  and  deciding  differences,- ” 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  QUESTION,  Whether  the  REARING 
and  EDUCATING  of  CHILDREN  Ihould  be  left  to  the  Parents, 
or  provided  for  by  the  Public  ? 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


44  IX/ HILE  I  regret  the  inat- 
V  V  tendon  of  many  parents 
to  one  of  the  moil  indifpenfable  of 
all  human  duties,  I  cannot  adopt 
the  fenbments  of  thofe,  who  main¬ 
tain,  that  parents  in  general  are  not 
to  be  intruded  with  the  care  of  their 
young  ones.  For  if  children  and 
their  parents  were  forced  to  live  fe- 
parate,  the  attachments  of  kindred 
would  be  greatly  weakened,  if  not 
entirely  loft.  Now  this  mud  be  un- 
fuitable  to  the  views  of  providence  ; 
who  would  not  have  made  the  ties 
of  natural  affection  fo  ftrong  in  every 
animal,  and  efpeeialiy  in  man,  if  it 
had  been  for  the  advantage  of  ani¬ 
mal  life,  or  of  human  fociety,  that 
they  ihould  be  diffolved  or  difre- 
garded.  That  nature  intended  the 
mother  to  be  the  nurfeof  her  own 
infant,  and  that  the  word  confe- 
q lienees  are  to  be  apprehended  when 
we  wilfully  contradict  this  intention 
of  nature,  is  too  plain  to  require 
any  proof.  And  when  the  mother 
has,  with  the  father’s  aid,  difeharged 
that  part  of  her  duty,  in  which,  in 
ordinary  cafes,  every  mother  finds 
the  greateft  delight  ;  and  when  thus 
the  attachment  of  both  parents  to 
their  child  is  heightened  by  long  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  by  thofe  thriliings 
of  ineffable  fatis  faCtion,  wherewith 
every  exercifo  of  parental  love  is 
accompanied :  —when,  I  fay,  the 
parental  affections  are  thus  wound 
up  to  thehighefi  pitch,  where  is  the 
child  likely  to  meet  with  fo  much 
tendernefs,  and  fo  zealous  a  con¬ 
cern  for  his  temporal  and  eternal 


welfare,  as  in  the  houfe  of  thofe 
who  gave  him  birth  ? 

44  An  interchange  of  the  parental 
and  filial  duties  is,  moreover,  friend¬ 
ly  to  the  happinefs,  and  to  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  all  concerned.  It  gives  a 
peculiar  fen  Ability  to  the  heart  of 
man  ;  infufing  a  fpirit  of  generality 
and  a  fenfe  of  honour,  which  have 
a  moll  benign  influence  on  public 
good,  as  well  as  on  private  man¬ 
ners.  When  we  read,  that  Epami- 
nemdas,  after  the  battle  of  LeuClra, 
declared,  that  one  chief  caufe  of  his 
joy  was  the  confideration  of  the 
pleafure  which  his  victory  would 
give  his  father  and  mother ;  is  it 
poflible  for  us  to  think,  that  this 
man,  the  greateft  perhaps  and  the 
beft  that  Greece  ever  law,  would 
have  been  fo  generous,  or  fo  ami¬ 
able,  if  he  had  not  known  who  his 
parents  v/e re?  In  faCl,  there  are 
not  many  virtues  that  re  fie  Cl  greater 
honour  upon  our  nature,  than  the 
parental  and  the  filial.  When  any 
uncommon  examples  at  them  occur 
in  hiftory,  or  in  poetry,  they  make 
their  way  to  the  heart  at  once,  and 
the  reader’s  melting  eye  bears  tefti- 
mony  to  their  lovelinefs. 

4‘  Amidft  the  triumphs  of  heroifm, 
HeClor  never  appears  fo  great,  as  in 
a  domeftic  feene,  when  he  invokes 
the  bleffing  of  heaven  upon  his 
child  :  nor  does  Priam,  on  any  other 
occafion,  engage  our  efteem  fo  ef¬ 
fectually,  or  our  pity,  as  when,  at 
the  hazard  of  his  life,  he  goes  into 
the  enemies  camp,  and  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  his  fierceft  enemy,  to  beg 
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t'he  dead  body  of  his  ion.  Achilles’s 
love  to  his  parents  forms  a  diftin- 
guifhing  part  of  his  character ;  and 
that  fingle  circumftance  throws  an 

o  #  *■  # 

amiable  foftnefs  into  the  mod;  terri- 
fick  human  perfonage  that  ever  was 
defcribed  in  poetry.  The  interview 
between  Ulyfles  and  his  Father,  af¬ 
ter  an  abfence  of  twenty  years,  it 
is  impoffible  to  read  without  fuch 
emotion,  as  will  convince  every 
reader  of  fenfibilitv,  that  Homer 
judged  well,  in  making  parental  and 
filial  virtue  the  fubjeCt  of  his  fong, 
when  he  meant  to  ihow  his  power 
over  the  tender  paffions. 

44  Virgil  was  too  wife,,  not  to 
imitate  his  mailer  in  this  particular. 
He  expatiates  on  the  fame  virtue 
with  peculiar  complacency  ;  and 
loves  to  fet  it  off  in  the  moil  charm¬ 
ing  colours.  His  hero  is  an  illufi- 
rious  example.  When  3  nchifes  re¬ 
fit  fes  to  leave  Troy,  and  figniiies  his 
refblution  to  perifh  in  its  flames, 
Eneas,  that  he  may  not  furvive  his 
father,  or  witnefs  the  maffacre  of  his 
houfehold,  is  on  the  point  of  mill¬ 
ing  to  certain  death  ;  and  nothing 
lefs  than  a  miracle  prevents  him.  He 
then  bears  on  his  fiioulders  the  in¬ 
firm  old  man  to  n  place  of  fafety, 
and  ever  after  behaves  towards  him 
as  becomes  a  foil,  and  a  fubjeCt  ; 
and  fpeaks  of  his  death  in  terms  of 
the  utmofitendernefsand  veneration. 
As  a  father  he  is  equally  affection¬ 
ate  :  and  his  foil  is  not  deficient  in 
filial  duty,  Turnus,  when  van- 
quilhed,  condelcends  to  alk  his  life, 
for  the  fake  of  his  aged  parent,  who 
he  knew  would  be  inconfolable  for 
his  lofs.  The  young,  the  gentle, 
the  beautiful  Laufus  dies  in'  defence 
of  his  father  ;  and  the  father  pro¬ 
vokes  his  own  deftruCIion,  becaufe 
he  cannot  live  without  his  fon,  and 
wiTes  to  be  laid  with  him  in  the 
fame  grave.  The  lamentatiqns  of 


Evander  over  his  Pallas  tranfcend  al 
praife  of  critic!  I'm.  And  nothing, 
even  in  this  poem,  the  mold  pathe- 
tick  of  all  human  compofitions,  is 
more  moving,  than  what  is  related 
of  the  gallant  youth  Euryalus  ;  when, 
on  undertaking  that  night-adventure 
which  proved  fatal  to  him,  he  re¬ 
commends  his  helplefs  parent  to  the 
Trojan  prince,  44  She  knows  not,,,j 
fays  he,  44  of  this  enterprise  ;  and  I 
go  without  bidding  her  farewell  :  for 
I  call  the  Gods  to  witnefs,  that  I 
cannot  fupport  the  fight  of  a  weep¬ 
ing  mother.”  Let  a  man  read 
Virgil  with  attention,  and  with  tafte; 
and  then  be  a  cruel  parent,  or  an  un- 
dutifui  child,  if  he  can.  And  let 
him  a  Ik  his  own  heart  this  quefiion, 
Whether  human  nature  would  not 
be  deprived  of  many  of  its  befi: 
affe$ions,  and  human  fociety  of 
its  befi  comforts,  if  the  ideas  of  thole 
projectors  were  to  be  readied,  who 
propofe  to  improve  the  political  art 
by  annihilating  the  attachments  of 
confanguinity. 

44  Mankind  have  in  all  ages  paid 
refpeCt  to  high  birth,  and  entertained 
a  partiality  towards  thofe  who  arc 
defcended  of  virtuous  ancefiors. 
And  of  feveral  good  reafons,  that 
have  been  given  for  it,  this  is  one  ; 
that  we  may  have  more  confidence 
in  the  honour  of  fuch  perfons,  than 
in  thofe  who  have  no  illuftrious,  or 
bonefi,  kindred,  to  difig  race  by  their 
unworthinefs,  or  to  adorn  by  their 
virtue.  Is  not  this  a  proof,  that 
the  ties  of  kindred  are  underfiood  to 
be  friendly  to  our  nature  ;  and,  that 
the  policy,  which  tends  to  loofen. 
them,  by  keeping  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  feparate,  or  mutually  unknown 
to  each  other,  mull  be  detrimental 
to  public  good,  as  well  as  to  private 
happinefs  ?  Bacon  has  an  excellent 
remark  on  this  fubjeCt,  44  Unmar¬ 
ried  men,  fays  he,  are  befi,  friends. 
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mailers,  bed:  fervants  :  but  not 
always  bed:  fubjebts  ;  for  they  are 
light  to  run  away  ;  and  a! molt  all 
fugitives  are  ©f  that  condition.  For 
ioldiers,”  continues  he,  a  little  af¬ 
ter,  I  find  that  the  generals  in 
their  hortatives  commonly  put  then 
in  mind  of  their  wives  and  children: 
and  I  think  the  defpifmg  of  mar¬ 
riage  among  the  Turks  rnaketh  the 
vulgar  fofdier  more  bafe.  Certainly, 
wife  and  children  are  a  kind  of  dif- 
cipline  of  humanity  :  and  jingle 
men,  though  they  be  many  times 
more  charitable,  beeaufe  their  means 
are  Ids  exhauft,  yet,  on  the  other 
fide,  they  are  more  cruel  and  hard¬ 
hearted,  beeaufe  their- tender nefs  Is 
not  to  oft  called  upon.’5 

u  My  principal  view  in  this  ar¬ 
gument  is,  to  overturn  one  of  Pla¬ 
to’s  theories.  That  philofopher  is 
of  opinion,  that  parents  ought  not 
to  be  entrufled  with  their  children, 
beeaufe  they  are  apt  to  ruin  them 
by  immoderate  fond  nefs.  His  plan, 
therefore,  is,  that  infants,  as  foon 
as  born,  fhould  be  conveyed  to 
places  fet  apart  for  them,  and  taken 
care  of  by  nurfes  and  teachers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  public  :  that  parents 
may  never  know  their  own  offspring  ; 
and  that  from  their  earlieft  years 
the  riling  generation  may  be  taught 
to  confider  themfelves  as  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  commonwealth.  He 
thinks  too,  that  the  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  fhould  not  live  in  domefiic 
union  ;  nor  ever  meet,  but  on  cer¬ 
tain  folemn  fdlivals  ;  and  that  even 
this  indulgence  fhould  be  denied  to 
ail,  who  are  not  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  of  a  healthy  confHtution. 
In  a  word,  his  plan  tends  to  abolifh 
families,  to  efface  every  idea  of  kin¬ 
dred,  and  to  render  the  intercourfe 
of  the  fexes  in  the  rational  world  fi- 
milar  to  that  of  brutes  :  which  would 
make  men  vvorfe  than  lavages ;  de- 


ilroy  all  the  delicacies  of  m oddly, 
and  conjugal  friendfhip  ;  and  deprive 
focifcty  of  thole  moll  important 
means  of  improvement,  which  men 
and  women  derive  from  the  company 
and  converfation  of  each  other.  R 
would  alfo  divell  us  of  thofe  habits 
of  mutual  kindnefs  that  take  their 
rife  in  a  family,  and  are,  as  we  have 
feen,  lb  e  he  dual  in  refining  and 
adorning  our  nature;  and  it  would 
extfnguifh  many  of  the  noble  ft  in¬ 
centives  of  activity  and  patriotifm. 
If  We  had  been  fent  into  the  World 
for  no  other  purpofe,  but  to  ad  a 
part,  like  puppets  or  players.,  in. 
the  farce  of  demount  deal  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  had  no  private  in  tore  ft  to 
contend  for,  while  here,  and  no 
need  to  prepare  our  minds,  by  ha¬ 
bits  of  piety  and  benevolence,  for 
happiness  hereafter  :  in  g  word,  if 
we  were  creatures  quite  different 
from  what  we  are,  this  plan  mh>ht 
be  allowed  to  have  fome  meaning. 
But,  taking  man  as  he  is,  and  pay¬ 
ing  a  due  regard  to  his  inherent 
rights,  and  final  dehi nation,  we  can¬ 
not  hefifate  to  pronounce  it  unnatu¬ 
ral  and  abfurd,  and  alike  unfriendly 
to  hap  pi  nefs  and  to  virtue. 

u  And  what  you  will  alk,  are 
the  advantages  fuppofed  by  the  fan¬ 
ciful  philofopher  to  refult  from  it?. 
He  thinks,  it  would  free  the  com¬ 
monwealth  from  the  evils  of  avarice, 
the  chief  motive  to  which  he 
imagines  to  be  one  s  attachment  to 
a  family.  But  m  this  he  is  widely 
miffaken.  Attachment  to  a  family 
gives  rife  to  induftry,  and  prudent 
economy,  which  ought  always  to  be 
encouraged,  beeaufe  productive  of 
psivute  happinefs,  as  well  as  of  pub¬ 
lic  good  ;  but  has  nothing  to  da 
with  avarice  ;  which  is  known  to  be 
fubverfive  of  benevolence,  and  to 
prevail  more  in  hearts  that  are  har¬ 
dened  again  ft  the  claims  of  confan- 

guinity, 
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guinity,  and  the  calls  of  nature,  than 
among  thofe  who  love  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  kindred.  He  thinks,  that 
in  this  way  the  date  would  be  Lip- 
plied  with  healthy  citizens  :  and  in 
this  too  he  is  miftaken.  For  the 
conditution  of  the  child  may  be 
bad,  when  that  of  the  parent  is 
good  ;  and  weakly  parents  have  of¬ 
ten  ftrong  children.  Nor  is  bodily 
ftrength  the  only  thing  defirable  in 
a  good  citizen  ;  wifdom  and  virtue, 
which  are  often  united  with  an  in¬ 
firm  body,  are  much  more  impor¬ 
tant  :  Demofthenes,  Cicero,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  Julius  Ce- 
far,  were  valetudinarians ;  and  one 
of  the  greateft  men  that  Sparta  ever 
produced,  I  mean  Agefilaus,  was 
lame  of  a  leg.  And  it  is  found  by 
experience,  that,  without  being  fub- 
jedied  to  the  reftraints  propofed  by 
this  unnatural  plan  of  policy,  moil: 
men  enjoy  as  much  health,  as  is 
requifite  to  all  the  ordinary  buiinefs 
of  life.  Plato  imagines  farther, 
that  by  his  fcheme  rebellion  and  fe- 
dition  would  be  prevented  ;  which, 
he  feems  to  think,  do  commonly 
take  their  rife  among  perfons  united 
by  the  ties  of  blood.  But  neither 
is  this  true.  In  civil  commotions. 


we  often  fee  parents  and  children 
attach  themfelves  to  oppoiite  parties; 
and  one  of  the  moft  ihocking  cala¬ 
mities  attending  civil  war  is,  that  it 
promotes  contention  among  kindred, 
and  lets  brother  again!!  brother,  and 
the  father  againft  the  fon. 

As  to  that  indtiereet  fondnefs 
wherewith  fome  parents  treat  their 
children  ;  it  is  an  evil  no  doubt,  and 
tends  to  produce  evil  ;  but  it  hurti 
a  few  individuals  only,  and  its  bad 
confequences  are  often  fuccefsfully 
counteradled  by  a  little  knowlege 
of  the  world:  whereas  the  propofed 
remedy  would  affedtthe  whole  com¬ 
monwealth  with  evils  incomparably 
greater,  and  withal  incurable.  Be¬ 
tides,  teachers,  as  well  as  parents, 
have  been  partial  to  favourites  ;  but 
nobody  ever  thought  of  abolifuing 
education,  to  get  rid  of  this  incon¬ 
venience.  It  would  be,  like  cutting 
off  the  legs,  in  order  to  keep  the 
gout  out  of  the  great-toe  ;  or  like 
knocking  out  all  the  teeth,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preventing  the  tooth- 
ach.  The  bell  fecuritv  acrainft  the 
evils  of  parental  fondnefs,  is  paren- 
tal  love  ;  and,  where  parents  have 
good  fenfe,  that  will  always  be  fe- 
curity  fufficient.” 


On  the  HARMONY  of  COLOURS  in  PAINTING. 
[From  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds’s  Annotations  on  Mr.  Mason’s  Tranf- 


lation  of  Du  Fr  ESNO 

A  t^e  modes  of  harmony, 
j£\,  or  of  producing  that  effedt 
of  colours  which  is  required  in  a 
pidture,  may  be  reduced  to  three, 
two  of  which  belong  to  the  grand 
ffyle,  and  the  other  to  the  orna¬ 
mental. 

u  The  firfl  may  be  called  the 


’s  Art  of  Painting.] 

Roman  manner,  where  the  colours 
are  of  a  full  and  ffrong  body,  fuch 
as  are  found  in  the  Transfiguration  ; 
the  next  is  that  harmony  which' is 
produced  by  what  the  ancients  call¬ 
ed  the  corruption  of  the  colours,  by 
mixing  and  breaking  them  till  there 
is  a  general  union  in  the  whole, 
8  without 
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without  any  thing  that  {ball  bring 
to  your  remembrance  the  painter’s 
pallette,  or  the  original  colours  ; 
this  may  be  called  the  Eolognian 
ftyle  :  and  it  is  this  hue  and  effedt 
of  colours  which  Ludovico  Carrac¬ 
ci  feems  to  have  endeavoured  to  pro¬ 
duce,  though  he  did  not  carry  it  to 
that  perfection  which  we  have  leen 
iince  his  time  in  the  fma.ll  works  of 
the  Dutch  fchool,  particularly  Jan 
Steen,  where  art  is  completely  con¬ 
cealed,  and  the  painter,  like  a  great- 
orator,  never  draws  the  attention 
from  the  fubjedt  on  himlelf. 

44  The  baft  manner  belongs  pro¬ 
perly  to  the  ornamental  ftyle,  which 
we  call  the  Venetian,  where  it  was 
firft  pradtifed,  but  is  perhaps  better 
learned  from  Rubens.  Here  the 
brighteft  colours  poffible  are  ad¬ 
mitted,  with  the  two  extremes  of 
warm  and  cold,  and  thole  reconcil¬ 
ed  by  being  difperfed  over  the  pic¬ 
ture,  till  the  whole  appears  like  a 
bunch  of  flowers. 

44  As  I  have  given  inftances  from 
the  Dutch  fchool,  where  the  art  of 
breaking  colour  may  be  learned,  we 
may  recommend  here  an  attention 
to  the  works  of  Watteau  for  excel¬ 
lence  in  this  florid  Ryle  of  painting. 

44  To  all  thefe  different  manners, 
there  are  fome  general  rules  that 
mu  ft  never  be  negledled  ;  that  the 
fame  colour,  which  makes  thelargeft 
mafs,  be  diffirfed,  and  appear  to  re¬ 
vive  in  different  parts  or  the  pic¬ 
ture  ;  for  a  Angle  colour  will  make 
a  fpot  or  blot.  Even  the  difperfed 
flefti  colours,  which  the  faces  and 
hands  make,  require  their  principal 
mafs,  which  is  oeft  produced  by  a 
naked  figure:  but  where  the  fub- 
jedt  will  not  allow  or  this,  a  drapery 
approaching  to  flefti -colour  will  an- 
fwer  the  purpoie  ;  as  in  the  Franf- 
figuration,  where  a  woman  is  cloth¬ 
ed  in  drapery  of  this  colour,  which 
makes  a  principal  to  all  the  heads 


and  hands  of  the  pidture  ;  and,  for 
the  fake  of  harmony,  the  colours, 
however  diftinguifned  in  their  light, 
fhould  be  nearly  the  fame  in  their 
ilia  do  ws,  of  a 

<e  — _ — — -  Ample  unity  of  fhade. 

As  all  were  from  one  tingle  pallette  fpread. 

And  to  give  the  utmoft  force,  ftrength, 
andfolidity  to  your  work,  fome  part 
of  the  picture  fhould  be  as  light, 
and  fome  as  dark  as  poffible  :  theie 
two  extremes  are  then  to  be  har¬ 
monized  and  reconciled  to  each  o- 
ther. 

44  Inftances  where  both  of  them 
are  ufed  may  be  obferved  in  two 
pictures  of  Rubens,  which  are  e- 
qually  eminent  for  the  force  and 
brilliancy  of  their  effedt ;  one  is  in 
the  cabinet  of  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
and  the  other  in  the  chapel  of  Ru¬ 
bens  at  Antwerp,  which  ferves  as 
his  monument.  In  both  of  theie 
pidtures  he  has  introduced  a  female 
figure  dreffed  in  black  fattin,  the 
fhadows  of  which  are  as  dark  as 
pure  black,  oppofed  to  the  contrary 
extreme  of  brightnefs,  can  make 
them. 

i4  If  to  thefe  different  manners 
we  add  one  more,  that  in  which  a 
filver-grey  or  pearly  tint  is  predo¬ 
minant,  I  believe  every  kind  or  har¬ 
mony  that  can  be  produced  by  co¬ 
lours  vyill  be  comprehended.  One 
of  the  greateft  examples  in  this 
mode  is  the  famous  marriage  at 
Cana,  in  St.  George’s  church  at 
Y enice,  where  the  Iky,  which  makes 
a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  pic¬ 
ture,  is  of  the  lighted  blue  colour, 
and  the  clouds  perfedtly  white  ;  the 
reft  of  the  pidture  is  in  the  fame 
key,  wrought  from  this  high  pitch. 
We  fee  likewife  many  pidlures  of 
Guido  in  this  tint ;  and  indeed  thofe 
that  are  fo  are  in  his  beft  manner. 
Female  figures,  angels,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  were  the  fubiedis  in  which 
’  Guido 
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Guido  more  particularly  fucceeded  • 
and  to  fucli  the  cleannefs  and  neat- 
nefs  of  this  tint  perfectly  correfponds, 
and  contributes  not  a  little  to  that 
exquiftte  beauty  and  delicacy  which 
fo  much  diftinguifhes  his  works. 
To  fee  this  ftyle  in  perfection,  we 
in uft  again  have  recourfe.  to  the 
Dutch  fchool,  particularly  to  the 
works  of  the  younger  Vandevelde, 
and  the  younger  Teniers,  whofe 
pictures  are  valued  by  the  connoif- 
feurs  in  proportion  as  they  poffefs 
this  excellence  of  a  filver  tint. 
Which  of  thefe  different  ftyles  ought 
to  be  preferred,  fo  as  to  meet  every 
man’s  idea,  would  be  difficult  to 
determine,  from  the  predilection 
which  every  man  has  to  that  mode, 
which  is  pradifed  by  the  fchool  in 
which  he  has  been  educated  ;  but 
if  any  pre-eminence  is  to  be  given, 
it  mu  ft  be  to  that  manner  which 
flands  in  the  higheft  eftimation  with 
mankind  in  general,  and  that  is  the 
Venetian,  or  rather  the  manner  of 
Titian,  which,  fnnply  confidered  as 
producing  an  effed  of  colours,  will 
certainly  eclipfe  with  its  fplendour 
whatever  is  brought  into  competi¬ 
tion  with  it.  But,  as'  I  hinted  be¬ 
fore,  if  female  delicacy  and  beauty 
be  the  principal  object  of  the  paint¬ 
er’s  aim,  the  purity  and  clearnefs  of 


the  tint  of  Guido  will  correfpond 
better,  and  more  contribute  to  pro¬ 
duce  it  than  even  the  glowing  tint 
or  Titian. 

44  The  rarity  of  excellence  in 
any  of  thefe  ftyles  of  colouring  fuf- 
ficiently  {hews  the  difficulty  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  them.  It  may  be  worth 
the  artift’s  attention,  while  he  is  in 
this  purfuit,  particularly  to  guard 
againft  thofe  errors  which  feem  to  be 
annexed  to,  or  thinly  divided  from, 
their  neighbouring  excellence ;  thus, 
when  he  is  endeavouring  to  acquire 
the  Roman  ftyle,  without  great 
care,  he  falls  into  a  hard  and  dry 
manner.  The  flowery  colouring  is 
nearly  allied  to  the  gaudy  effedt  of 
fan-painting.  The  fimplicity  of 
the  Bolognian  ftyle  requires  the 
niceft  hand  to  preferve  it  from  mil- 
pidity.  That  of  Titian,  which  may 
be  called  the  Golden  Manner,  when 
unfkilfully  managed,  becomes  what 
the  painters  call  Foxy  ;  and  the  fil¬ 
ver  degenerates  into  the  leaden  and 
heavy  manner.  Ail  of  them,  to  be 
perfect  in  their  way,  will  not  bear 
any  union  with  each  other;  if  they 
are  not  diltindtly  feparated,  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  pi  cl  u re  will  be  feeble  and 
infipid,  without  any  mark  or  diftin- 
guiflied  character, ” 
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y-^ROM  Monmouth  we  reach - 
_|y  ed,  by  a  late  breakfaft-hour, 
the  noble  ruiiv  of  Tintern- abbey  ; 
which  belongs  to  the  duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort  ;  and  is  efteemed,  with  its  ap¬ 
pendages,  the  moft  beautiful  and 
pidturefque  view  on  the  river. 

44  Caftles  and  abbeys  have  diffe¬ 
rent  fttuations,  agreeable  to  their 


refpedHve  ufes.  The  caftle,  meant 
for  defence,  ftands  boldly  on  the 
hill  :  the  abbey,  intended  for  me¬ 
ditation,  is  hid  in  the  fequeftered 
vale. 

Ah  !  happy  thou,  if  one  fuperior  rock 

Rear  on  its  brow,  the  fhivered  fragment 
huge 

Of  fome  old  Norman  fortrefs:  happier 
far, 

Ah 
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Ah  then  moft  happy,  if  thy  vale  below 

Waih,  with  the  cryftal  coolnefs  of  its 
rills, 

Some  mould’ ring  abbey’s  ivy-vefted 
wall. 

44  Such  is  the  Situation  of  Tin- 
tern-abbey.  it  occupies  a  gentle 
eminence  in  the  middle  of  a  circular 
valley,  beautifully  fcreened  on  all 
iides  by  woody  hills  ;  through  which 
the  river  winds  its  courfe  ;  and  the 
hills,  doling  on  its  entrance,  and 
on  its  exit,  leave  no  room  for  in¬ 
clement  blahs  to  enter.  A  more 
pleafing  retreat  could  not  eafily  be 
found.  The  woods,  and  glades  in¬ 
termixed  ;  the  winding  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  ;  the  variety  of  the  ground ;  the 
fplendid  ruin,  cont  rafted  with  the 
objeds  of  nature;  and  the  elegant 
line  formed  by  the  fummits  of  the 
hills,  which  include  the  whole ; 
make  all  together  a  very  mchanting 
piece  of  fcenery.  Every  thing  a- 
round  breathes  an  air  lo  calm  and 
tranquil  ;  fo  fequeftered  from  the 
commerce  of  life,  that  it  is  eafy  to 
conceive,  a  man  of  warm  imagina¬ 
tion,  in  monkilh  times,  might  have 
been  allured  by  fuch  a  fcene  to  be¬ 
come  an  inhabitant  of  it. 

44  No  part  of  the  ruins  of  Tin- 
tern  is  feen  from  the  river,  except 
the  abbey-church.  It  has  been  an 
elegant  Gothic  pile;  but  it  does  not 
make  that  appearance  as  a  diftant 
objed,  which  we  expeded.  Though 
the  parts  are  beautiful,  the  whole  is 
ill-fbaped.  No  ruins  of  the  tower 
are  left,  which  might  give  form, 
and  contrail:  to  the  walls,  and  but- 
t relies,  and  other  inferior  parts.  In- 
dead  of  this,  a  number  of  gabel- 
ends  hurt  the  eye  with  their  regu¬ 
larity  ;  and  difguft  it  by  the  vulga¬ 
rity  of  their  Ihape.  A  mallet  j udi- 
ciouily  ufed  (but  who  durft  ufe  it?) 
might  be  of  fervice  in  fraduring 
fome  of  them  ;  particularly  thofe  of 
the  crofs  ides,  which  are  not  only 
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difagreeable  in  themfelves,  but  con¬ 
found  the  perfpedive. 

44  But  were  the  building  ever  fo 
beautiful,  incompaffed  as  it  is  with 
lhabby  houfes,  it  could  make  no  ap¬ 
pearance  from  the  river.  From  a 
hand  near  the  road  it  is  feen  to  more 
advantage. 

44  But  if  Timern-abbey.  be  lefts 
Unking  as  a  diftant  objed,  it  exhi¬ 
bits,  on  a  nearer  view  (when  the 
whole  together  cannot  be  feen,  but 
the  eye  fettles  on  fome  of  its  nobler 
parts),  a  very  inchanting  piece  of 
ruin.  Nature  has  now  made  it  her 
own.  Time  has  worn  off  all  traces 
of  the  rule  ;  it  has  blunted  the  fharp 
edges  of  the  chifel ;  and  broken  the 
regularity  of  oppoling  parts.  The 
figured  ornaments  of  the  eaft  win¬ 
dow  are  gone ;  thofe  of  the  weft 
window  are  left.  Moft  of  the  other 
windows,  with  their  principal  orna¬ 
ments,  remain. 

44  To  thefe  are  fuperadded  the  or¬ 
naments  of  time.  Ivy,  in  maffes 
uncommonly  large?,  has  taken  pof- 
feiiion  of  many  parts  of  the  wall ; 
and  gives  a  happy  contrail  to  the 
grey-coloured  ftone,  of  which  the 
building  is  compofed.  Nor  is  this 
undecorated.  Modes  of  various 
hues,  with  Jychens,  maiden-hair, 
penny -leaf,  and  other  humble  plants, 
overfpread  the  furface ;  or  hang 
from  every  joint  and  crevice.  Some 
of  them  were  in  Bower,  others  only 
in  leaf;  but,  all  together,  they  give 
thofe  full  blown  tints,  which  add 
the  richeft  fmifhing  to  a  ruin,. 

44  Such  is  the  beautiful  appear¬ 
ance,  which  Tintern-abbey  exhi¬ 
bits  on  the  outlide,  in  thofe  parts 
where  we  can  obtain  a  near  view  of 
it.  _  But  wheft  we  enter  it,  we  fee 
it  in  moft  perfedion  :  at  leaft,  if 
we  confkler  it  as  an  independent  ob- 
jed,  unconneded  with  landfcapc. 
The  roof  is  gone;  but  the  walls, 
and  pillars,  and  abutments,  which 
m  fupported 
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fupported  it,  are  entire.  A  few  of 
the  pillars  indeed  have  given  way  ; 
and  here  and  there  a  piece  of  the 
facing  of  the  wall  :  but  in  corref- 
pondent  parts,  one  always  remains 
to  tell  the  dory.  The  pavement  is 
obli  berated :  the  elevation  of  the 
choir  is  no  longer  vifible :  the  whole 
area  is  reduced  to  one  level ;  cleared 
of  rubbidi  *  and  covered  with  neat 
turf  clofely  fhorn  ;  and  interrupted 
with  nothing  but  the  noble  columns, 
which  formed  the  ides,  and  iupport- 
ed  the  tower. 

“  When  we  (tood  at  one  end  of 
this  awful  piece  of  ruin  ;  and  fur- 
veyed  the  whole  in  one  view— the 
elements  of  air  and/ earth,  its  only 
covering  and  pavement;  and  the 
grand  and  venerable  remains,  which 
terminated  both— perfect  enough  to 
form  the  perfpedtive  ;  yet  broken 
enough  to  dedroy  the  regularity ; 
the  eye  was  above  meafure  delight¬ 
ed  with  the  beauty,  the  greatnefs, 
and  the  novelty  of  the  fcene.  Mote 
pidlurefque  it  certainly  would  have 
been,  if  the  area,  unadorned,  had 
been  left  with  all  its  rough  frag¬ 
ments  of  ruin  fcattered  round  ;  and 
bold  was  the  hand  that  removed 
them  :  yet  as  the  outlide  of  the  ruin, 
which  is  the  chief  object  of  pidlur- 
efque  curiofity,  is  dill  left  in  all  its 
wild  and  native  rudenefs ;  we  ex- 
cufe--perhaps  we  approve--the  neat- 
liefs,  that  is  introduced  within.  It 
may  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  fcene 
—  to  its  novelty  it  undoubtedly 
does. 

“  Among  other  things  in  this 
fcene  of  defolation,  the  poverty  and 
wretchednefs  of  the  inhabitants  were 
remarkable.  They  occupy  little 
huts,  raifed  among  the  ruins  of  the 
monadery ;  and  deem  to  have  no 
employment,  but  begging ;  as  if  a 
place,  once  devoted  to  indolence, 
could  never  again  become  the  feat  of 
indudry.  As  we  left  the  abbey ?  we 


found  the  whole  hamlet  at  the  gate, 
either  openly  foliating  alms  ;  or  co¬ 
vertly,  under  the  pretence  of  car¬ 
rying  us  to  fome  part  of  the  ruins 
which  each  could  fliew  ;  and  which 
was  far  fuperior  to  any  thing  which 
could  be  fhewn  by  any  one  elfe. 
The  mod  lucrative  occadon  could 
not  have  excited  more  jealoufy  and 
contention. 

“  One  poor  woman  we  followed, 
who  had  engaged  to  fhew  us  the 
monk’s  library.  She  could  fcarce 
crawl ;  diu filing  along  her  palfied 
limbs,  and  meagre,  contrasted  bo¬ 
dy,  by  the  help  of  two  dicks.  She 
led  us  through  an  old  gate,  into  a 
place  overfpread  with  nettles  and 
briars,  and  pointing  to  the  remnant 
of  a  fhattered  cloider,  told  us,  that 
was  the  place.  It  was  her  own  man- 
don.  All  indeed  the  meant  to  tell 
us  was  the  dory  of  her  own  wretch¬ 
ednefs  ;  and  all  die  had  to  fhew  us 
was  her  own  miferable  habitation. 
We  did  not  expect  to  be  intereded  ; 
but  we  found  we  were.  I  never  faw 
fo  loathfome  a  human  dwelling.  It 
was  a  cavity,  loftily  vaulted,  be¬ 
tween  two  ruined  walls ;  which 
dreamed  with  various-coloured  bains 
of  unwholefome  dews.  The  door 
was  earth,  yielding,  through  moif- 
ture,  to  the  tread.  Not  the  mereffc 
utendl  or  furniture  of  any  kind  ap¬ 
peared,  but  a  wretched  bedhead, 
f’pread  with  a  few*'  rags,  and  drawn 
into  the  middle  of  the  cell,  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  receiving  the  damp,  which 
trickled  down  the  walls.  At  one 
end  was  an  aperture,  which  ferved 
juh  to  let  in  light  enough  to  difco- 
ver  the  w  retch  ed  nefs  w  i  thi  n . — W  hen 
we  hood  in  the  midd  of  this  cell  of 
mifery,  and  felt  the  chilling  damps, 
which  druck  us  in  every  direction, 
we  were  rather  furprifed,  that  the 
wretched  inhabitant  was  dill  alive  ; 
than  that  die  had  only  lob  the  ufe 
of  her  limbs.” 

GBSER* 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  CATCHES. 

[From  Mr.  Jackson’s  Thirty  Letters  on  Various  Subje&s.] 

/ 


6i  T^HE  productions  of  genius 
jb  require  feme  ages  to  be 
brought  to  perfection.  The  liberal 
arts  have  their  infancy,  youth,  and 
manhood  :  and,  to  carry  on  the  al¬ 
ly  fion,  continue  fome  time  in  a  (late 
of  firength,  and  then  verge  by  de¬ 
grees  to  a  decline,  which  at  laid  ends 
in  a  total  extinction,  The  EngliiTi 
language,  poetry,  and  muiic,  exhi¬ 
bit  p$-oofs  of  this  obfervation,  as  far 
'as  they  have  as  yet  gone.  With  the 
two  former  I  have  at  prefent  nothing 
to  do,  but  fliall  confine  what  I  have 
to  fay  on  this  fubjecf  to  the  latter. 

44  What  the  rnufic  of  the  times 
preceding  Harry  the  VIII.  was,  I 
confefs  myfelf  ignorant;  nor,  in¬ 
deed,  is  the  knowledge  of  it  necef- 
fary.  We  may  conclude  that  it  was 
more  barbarous  than  that  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  century,  as  the  times  in  which 
it  was  ufed  were  lefs  enlightened. 

u 

Some  maileSj  rnottetes,  and  madri¬ 
gals,  are  what  have  reached  us.  The 
whole  confifis  of  a  fucceffion  of 
chords,  without  art  or  meaning,  and 
perfedtly  deftitute  of  air.  In  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  reign  appeared  fome  compof- 
ers,  Tallis,  Bird,  Morley,  and  Far- 
rant,  who  improved  the  barren 
Ityle  of  their  predecefiors.  They 
had  more  choice  in  their  harmony, 
and  made  fome  little  advances  in 
melody.  There  are  fome  pieces  of 
inftrumentai  mafic  compofed  at  this 
time  which  itili  exift  :  particularly  a 
book  of  leffons  tor  the  virginals, 
which  was  the  queen’s.— Whether 
the  compofers  thought  that  her  fa- 
cred  majefiy  excelled  in  mufical  abi¬ 
lities  as  much  as  in  rank,  or  as  the 
wiflied  to  do  in  beauty,  I  know  not ; 
but  this  is  certain,  that  theie  pieces 
are  fo  crowded  with  parts,  and  fo 


aukwardly  barbarous,  as  to  render 
the  performance  of  them  impoffible 
— fo  natural  is  it,  even  in  the  in¬ 
fancy  of  art,  to  mifiake  difficulty 
for  beauty. 

44  I  do  not  recollect  any  compo- 
fer  that  really  improved  muiic  for 
the  firfl  half  of  the  feventeenth  cen¬ 
tury,  except  Orlando  Gibbons  ;  of 
whom,  a  fervice  tor  the  church, 
and  two  or  three  anthems  remain, 
the  harmony  of  which  is  good,  and 
the  melody  pleating.  In  the  Gloria 
Patri  of  the  Nunc  Dimittis  is  the 
beft  canon,  in  my  judgment,  that 
was  ever  made.  Gibbons  was  alfo 
a  compofer  for  the  virginals,  but  in 
no  refpedt  better  than  his  predecef- 
fors.  I  believe  it  was  about  this 
time  that  the  fpecies  of  canon  called 
the  catch,  was  produced.  —  The  in¬ 
tent  of  my  making  this  ffiort  recapi¬ 
tulation  of  the  former  Hate  of  muiic 
is  purely  prefatory  to  what  I  have 
to  fay  upon  the  fubjedt  of  catches. 

44  This  odd  fpecies  of  corn  po¬ 
litical,  whenever  invented,  was 
brought  to  its  perfection  by  Purcel. 
Real  muiic  was  as  yet  in  its  child¬ 
hood  ;  but  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second  carried  every  kind  of  vulgar 
debauchery  to  its  height.  The  pro¬ 
per  sera  for  the  birth  of  fuch  pieces 
as,  44  when  quartered,  have  ever 
three  parts  obfeenity,  and  one  part 
mu  fie.” 

44  The  definition  of  a  catch  is,  a 
piece  lor  three  or  more  voices,  one 
of  which  leads,  and  the  others  fol¬ 
low  in  the  fame  notes.  It  muff  be 
fo  contrived,  that  the  refts  (which 
are  made  for  that  purpofe)  in  the 
muiic  of  one  line,  be  filled  up  with 
a  word  or  two  from  another  line ; 
tliefe  form  a  crofs  purpofe,  or  catch, 

from 
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from  whence  the  name.  Now,  this 
piece  of  wit  is  not  judged  perfect,  if 
the  refult  be  not  the  ranked;  inde¬ 
cency. 

44  Perhaps  this  definition  may  be 
objected  to,  and  I  may  be  told  that 
there  are  catches  perfectly  harmlefs. 
If  is  true,  that  feme  pieces  are  call¬ 
ed  catches  that  have  nothing  to  of¬ 
fend,  and  others  that  may  juftly 
pretend  to  pleafe ;  but  they  want 
what  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  a 
catch — the  break,  and  crofs-purpofe. 

44  It  may  alfo  be  laid,  that  the 
refult  of  the  break  is  not  always  in¬ 
decency.  I  confefs  there  are  catches 
upon  other  fubjeCts — drunkennefs  is 
a  favourite  one ;  which,  though 
good,  is  not  fo  very  good  as  the 
other ;  and  there  may  poffibly  be 
found  one  or  two  upon  other  topics 
which  might  be  heard  without  dif- 
guft ;  but  thefe  are  not  fufficient  to 
contradidt  a  general  rule,  or  make 
me  ret  raff  what  I  have  advanced. 

44  I  will  next  examine  their  mu- 
lical  merit-— And  this,  as  compofi- 
tions,  mull  confift  either  in  their  har¬ 
mony  or  melody  ;  or  their  effedt  in 
performance. 

44  The  harmony  of  a  catch  is  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  common  refult 
of  filling  up  a  chord. — There  is  not 
contrivance  enough  to  make  it 
efteemed  a  piece  of  ingenuity. 
“  What !  they  are  all  canons !”  So 
is  every  tune  in  the  world,  if  you 
will  fet  it  in  three  or  more  parts, 
and  fing  thefe  parts  in  fucceffion  as 
a  catch  -  but  a  real  canon  is  not  fo 
eafilv  produced ;  it  is  one  of  thofe 
difficult  trifies  which  coifs  an  infinite 
deal  of  labour,  and  after  all  is  worth 
nothing.  I  do  not  except  the  fa¬ 
mous  Non  Nobis  of  Bird,  in  which 
are  feme  pallages  not  to  be  endured; 
The  excellence  in  the  compofitibn 
of  a  catch  confiifs  in  making  the 
breaks,  and  filling  them  up  proper¬ 
ly.  The  melody  is,  for  the  mofl 
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part,  the  unimproved  vulgar  drawl 
of  the  times  of  ignorance; 

44  Let  us  next  attend  the  manner 
of  performance.  One  voted  leads, 
a  fecond  follows,  and  a  third, 
fucceeds,  unaccompanied  with  any 
inflrument  to  keep  them  in  tune  to¬ 
gether.  The  confequence  is,  that' 
the  voices  are  always  fmking,  but 
not  equally  ;  for  the  beft  finger  will 
keep  neareft  the  pitch,  and  the  o- 
thers  depart  fartheif  from  it.  If  the 
parts  are  doubled*  which  is  fome- 
times  the  cafe,  ail  thefe  defeats  are 
multiplied.  To  this  let  there  be 
added  the  imperfeft  fcale  of  an  un¬ 
cultivated  voice,  the  departing  from 
the  real  found  byway  of  humour* 
the*noife  of  fo  many  people  ftriving 
to  outfing  each  other,  the  confufion 
of  fpeaking  different  words  at  the 
fame  time,  and  all  this  heightened 
by  the  laughing  and  other  accom¬ 
paniments  of  the  audience— it  pre« 
fents  fuch  a  feene  of  favage  folly  as 
would  not  difgrace  the  Hottentots 
indeed,  but  is  not  much  to  the 
credit  of  a  company  of  civilized 
people. 

44  As  the  catch  in  a  manner  owed 
its  exi Hence  to  a  drunken  club,  of 
which  fome  muficians  were  mem¬ 
bers— ffp  on  their  dying,  it  languifii- 
ed  for  years,  and  was  fcarcely  known, 
except  among  choir-men,  who  now 
and  then  kept  up  the  lpirit  of  their 
forefathers.  As  the  age  grew  more 
polifhed,  a  better  fiyle  of  mufic  ap¬ 
peared.  Corelli  gave  a  newr  turn  to 
inftrurnental  rrlufic,  and  was  fuc- 
cefsfully  followed  by  Geminiani  and 
Handel ;  the  laid  excelled  in  vocal 
as  well  as  inftrurnental  mufic. 

44  There  have  been  refinements, 
and  confeffed  improvements,  upon 
all  thefe  great  men  fince  ;  and  no 
doubt  but  at  this  time  there  are 
much  better  performers,  and  more 
elegant,  though  lefs  folid  compof- 
ers.  This  is  the  united  effect  of  the 

labours 
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labours  of  the  whole  together ;  for 
there  is  no  one  man  to  be  compared 
with  either  of  the  above  mentioned. 

44  Now,  if  this  were  {peculation 
only,  is  it  credible  that  tafte  fhould 
revert  to  barbarifm  ?  Its  natural 
death  is,  to  be  frittered  away  in 
falfe  refinement  ;  and  yet,  contrary 
to  experience  in  every  other  in- 
ftance,  we  have  gone  back  a  cen¬ 
tury,  and  catches  flourifii  in  the 
reign  of  George  the  Third.  There 
is  a  club,  compofed  of  fome  of  the 
firft  people  in  the  kingdom,  which 
meets  profeffiedly  to  hear  this  fpecies 
of  compolition  ;  they  cultivate  and 
encourage  it  with  premiums.  To 
obtain  which,  many  compofers, 
who  ought  to  be  above  fuch  non- 
ienfe,  become  candidates,  and  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  things 

44  - - one  knows  not  what  to  call, 

Their  generation’s  fo  equivocal.” 

44  Sometimes  a  piece  makes  its  ap¬ 
pearance  that  was  lately  found  by 
accident,  after  a  concealment  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  When  it 
is  approved,  and  declared  too  ex¬ 
cellent  for  thefe  degenerate  days, 
the  author  {miles  and  owns  it.  I 
fcarcely  ever  faw  one  of  thefe  things 
that  did  not  betray  itfelf,  within 
three  bars,  to  be  modern.  It  is  as 
difficult  to  imitate  ancient  mu  lie  as 
ancient  poetry  ;  a  few  fquare  notes 
are  not  fufficient  for  the  one,  nor 
will  two  or  three  nvhiloms  and  ekes 
do  for  the  other.  And  yet,  in  this  la  ft 
Inftance,  a  few  affedted  antiquated 
fpeiliogs  have  been  thought,  by  one 
half  of  th  e  world,  fufficient  to  weigh 
againft  modern  phrafeology,  mo¬ 
dern  manners,  and  even  modern 
fadfs.  Surely  it  requires  no  great 
difeernment  to  difeover,  that  what 


has  exifted  may  be  imitated  ;  but 
nothing  lefs  than  the  gift  of  pre- 
fcience  can  dive  into  futurity.  If  it  be 
improbable  that  an  uneducated  boy 
fliould  be  able  to  produce  what  are 
called  Rowley’s  poems,  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  Rowley  could  write  in, 
a  ftyle,  and  allude  to  fads  of  after- 
times.™  Forgive  me  this  digreffion  ; 
but  indeed  I  have  nearly  finiihed 
my  fubjedt  an d  letter. 

44  I  profqfs  that  I  never  heard  a 
catch  fung,  but  I  felt  more  afhamed 
than  I  can  exprefs.  I  pretend  to 
no  more  delicacy  than  that  of  the 
age  I  live  in,  which  is,  very  pro¬ 
perly,  too  refined  to  endure  fuch 
barbarifms  —  I  was  aihamed  for  my- 
felf — for  my  company-— -and  if  a  fo¬ 
reigner  was  prefent,  for  my  coun¬ 
try.  . 

44  It  has  juft  occurred  to  me,  that 
you  like  catches,  and  frequently 
help  to  fing  them  ;  revenge  yourfelf 
for  the  liberties  I  have  taken,  by 
compelling  me  to  hear  fome  of  thefe 
pleaiant  ditties,  when,  perhaps,  I 
may  be  forced  to  ling  in  my  own 
defence.-— Adieu. 

44  P.  S.  If  you  fliould  have  a  de- 
fign  to  convert  me  — take  me  to  the 
catch-club.— I  confefs,  and  honour, 
the  fuperior  excellence  of  its  per¬ 
formance,  while  I  lament  that  fo 
noble  a  fublcription  fliould  be  lav  idl¬ 
ed  for  fo  poor  a  purpofe  as  keeping 
alive  mufical  falfe  wit,  when  it 
might  fo  powerfully  fupport  and 
encourage  the  beft  ftyle  of  compo- 
fttion  ;  and  rather  advance  our  tafte, 
by  anticipating  the  improvements 
of  the  coming  age,  than  force  it 
back  to  times  of  barbarifm,  from 
which  it  has  coft  us  fuch  pains  to 
emerge.” 
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A  Remarkable  INSTANCE  of  HUMAN  CREDULITY. 

{From  the  Second  Part  of  the  Second  Volume  of  Mr.  Pennant’s  Tour 

im  Wales.] 


44  ITVURING  the  feafon  of  mi- 
raeles  worked  by  Bridget 
Bollock  of  Chefhire,  who  healed  all 
difeafes  by  prayer,  faith,  and  an 
embrocation  of  fading  fpittle,  mul¬ 
titudes  retorted  to  her  from  all  parrs, 
and  kept  her  falival  glands  in  full 
employ.  Sir  John  Pryce,  with  a  high 
fpirit  of  enthuiiafm,  wrote  to  this 
wonderful  woman  to  make  him  a 
vifit  at  Newtown  Hall,  in  order  to 
rebore  to  him  his  third  and  favorite 
wife.  His  letter  will  bed  tell  the 
foundation  on  which  he  built  his 
flrange  hope,  and  very  uncommon 
requeft. 

Eurydices  oro  properata  retexite  flla. 

Purport  of  Sir  John  Pryce’s  Letter 
to  Mrs.  Bridget  Bollock. 

1748. 

**  Madam, 

44  Having  received  information 
by  repeated  advices,  both  publick 
and  private,  that  you  have  of  late 
performed  many  wonderful  cures, 
even  where  the  bed  phylicians  have 
failed  ;  and  that  the  means  ufed  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  very  inadequate  to  the 
effects  produced  ;  i  cannot  but  look 
upon  you  as  an  extraordinary  and 


highly-favoured  perfon.  .And  why 
may  not  the  fame  mod  merciful 
God,  who  enables  you  to  rebore 
light  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the 
deaf,  and  hrength  to  the  lame,  alfo 
enable  you  to  raife  the  dead  to  life  l 
Now,  having  lately  lod  a  wife, 
whom  I  mod  tenderly  loved,  my 
children  an  excellent  hep-mother, 
and  our  acquaintances  a  very  dear 
and  valuable  friend,  you  will  lay  us 
all  under  the  higheb  obligations  : 
and  1  earnedly  entreat  you,  for  God 
Almighty’s  fake,  that  you  will  put 
up  your  petitions  to  the  throne  of 
grace  on  our  behalf,  that  the  de- 
ceafed  may  be  redored  to  us,  and 
the  late  dame  Eleanor  Pryce  be  raid¬ 
ed  from  the  dead. —  If  your  perfonai 
attendance  appears  to  you  to  be  ne- 
cedary,  1  will  fend  my  coach  and 
hx,  with  proper  fervants,  to  wait 
on  you  hither,  whenever  you  pleafe 
to  appoint.  —  Recompence  of  any 
kind,  that  you  could  propofe,  would 
be  made  with  the  utmoft  gratitude  ; 
but  I  wilh  the  bare  mention  of  it  is 
not  ode n five  to  both  God  and  you* 
44  1  am,  Madam, 

44  Your  mod  obedient,  and  very 
44  much  afflicted  humble  fervantj 
44  John  Pryce.” 


Sir  JOHN  WYNNE  of  Gwedir’s  Indrudlions  to  his  Chaplain^ 

John  Pryce. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


a  TYIRST.  You  Iha.il  have  the 
JN  chamber  i  fhewed  you  in  my 
gate’,  private  to  yourfelr,  with  lock 
and  key,  and  all  neceflaries. 


44  Tn  the  morning  I  expcdl  you. 
fliould  rife,  and  fay  prayers  in  my 
hall,  to  my  boufhold  below,  before 
they  go  to  work,  and  when  they 

come 


WYNNE’S  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  HIS  CHAPLAIN.  [i95] 


.  h  i 

come  in  at  night — that  you  call  be¬ 
fore  you  all  the  workmen,  fpecially 
the  yowth,  and  take  accompt  of 
them  of  their  belief,  and  of  what 
fir  Meredith  taught  them.  I  beg 

I  you  to  continue  for  the  more  part  in 
the  lower  houfe :  you  are  to  have 
onlve  what  Is  done  there,  that  you 
may  informe  me  of  any  miforder 
there.  There  is  a  baylyf  of  huf- 
bandry,  and  a  porter,  who  will  be 
comanded  by  you. 

44  The  morninge  after  you  be  up, 
and  have  faid  prayers,  as  afore,  I 
wod  you  to  bellow  in  fludy,  or  any 
commendable  exercife  of  your  body. 

44  Before  dinner  you  are  to  com 
up  and  attend  grace,  or  prayers,  if 
there  be  any  publicke ;  and  to  fet 
up,  if  there  be  not  greater  Grangers, 
above  the  chyldren — who  you  are  to 
teach  in  your  own  chamber. 

44  When  the  table,  from  half 
downwards,  is  taken  up,  then  are 
you  to  rife,  and  to  walk  in  the  al¬ 
leys  near  at  hand,  until  grace  time. 


N 


and  to  come  in  then  for  that  pur- 
pole. 

44  After  dinner,  if  I  be  bufy,  you: 
may  go  to  bovvles,  fhuffel  bord,  or 
any  other  honed:  decent  recreation, 
until  I  go  abroad,  if  you  fee  mo 
voyd  of  bufinefs,  and  go  to  ride  a- 
broad,  you  fnall  comand  a  geldinge 
to  be  made  ready  by  the  grooms  of 
the  liable,  and  to  go  with  me.  If  I 
go  to  bowles,  or  fhuffel  bord,  I  iliall 
lyke  of  your  company,  if  the  places 
be  not  made  up  with  ilrangers. 

44  I  wold  have  you  go  every  Sun¬ 
day  in  the  year  to  fome  church 
hereabouts,  to  preache,  giving  warn- 
ynge  to  the  parifh  to  bring  the 
y.owths  at  after  noon  to  the  church 
to  be  catekyfed  ;  in  wrhich  poynt  is 
my  greateil  care  that  you  be  payn- 
full  and  dylygent. 

44  Avoyd  the  alehowfe,  to  fytt 
and  keepe  drunkards  company  ther, 
being  the  greated  difcredit  your 
function  Can  haveY 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1783, 

By  William  Whitehead,  Efq,  Poet-Laureat, 

!  1  'V  (  ■ 

YE  Nations,  hear  th’  important  tale, 

Tho’  armies  prefs,  tho’  fleets  affail, 

Tho’  vengeful  war’s  collected  flores 
At  once  united  Bourbon  pours, 

Unmov’d  a  mi  dll  th’  infulting  bands, 

Emblem  of  Britain,  Calpe  hands  1 
Th*  all-conquering  holts  their  baffled  efforts  mourn, 

And,  tho’  the  wreath’s  prepar’d,  unwreath’d  the  chiefs  return. 

Ye  nations,  hear  !  Nor  fondly  deem 
Britannia’s  ancient  fpirit  fled  ; 

Or  glofing  weep  her  fetting  beam, 

Whole  fierce  meridian  rays  her  rivals  dread. 

Her  Genius  flept;  her  Genius  wakes ; 

Nor  ftrength  defer  ts  her,  nor  high  Heaven  for  fakes » 

To  Heaven  file  bends,  and  Heaven  alone, 

Who  all  her  wants,  her  weaknefs  knows  : 

And  fupplicates  th’  eternal  Throne, 

To  fp are  her  crimes,  and  heal  her  woes. 

Proud  man  with  vengeance  {till 
Purfues,  and  aggravates  even  fancied  ill : 

Far  gentler  means  offended  Heaven  employs. 

With  mercy  Heaven  correcls,  challifes,  not  deftroys. 

When  hope’s  lad  gleam  can  hardly  dare 
To  pierce  the  gloom,  and  footh  defpair, 

When  flames  th’  uplifted  bolt  on  high, 

In  a£f  to  cleave  th’  offended  iky, 

It’s  iffuing  wrath  can  Heaven  reprefs, 

And  win  to  virtue  by  fuccefs. 

Then,  O  !  to  Heaven’s  protecting  hand 
Be  praife,  be  prayer  addrefl, 

Whole  mercy  bids  a  guilty  land 
Jk  virtuous  and  be  bled ! 


So 
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8o  (hall  the  rifing  year  regain 
The  erring  feafons  wonted  chain  j 
The  rolling  months  that  gird  the  fphere 
Again  their  wonted  liveries  wear ; 

And  health  breathe  fredi  in  every  gale. 

And  plenty  clothe  each  fmiling  vale 
With  all  the  bleffings  nature  yields 
To  temperate  funs  from  fertile  fields^ 

So  fhall  the  proud  be  taught  to  bow* 

Pale  Envy’s  vain  contentions  ceafe, 

The  fea  once  more  its  fovereign  know* 

And  glory  gild  the  wreaths  of  peaces 

HIRLAS  OWAIN ;  or,  the  DRINKING-HORN  of  OWfifti 
Tranfiated  from  the  Original  Welch  of  Owen  Cyveliog,  Prince  of 
Powis,  who  dour  idled  about  the  Year  1 160. 

[From  the  Second  Part  of  the  Second  Volume  of  Mr.  Penn^nt^s  TdUf 

in  Wales.] 

i. 

UP  It  G  S  E  the  ruddy  dawn  of  day  $ 

The  armies  met  in  dread  array 
On  MaeSor  Dtefred’s  field  ; 

Loud  the  Britifli  cdarions  found, 

The  Saxons,  gafping  on  the  ground) 

The  bloody  conteft  yield. 


2* 

By  Owe nbs  arm  the  valiant  bled  | 

From  Owen’s  arm  the  coward  fled 
Aghaft  with  wild  affright  i 
Let  then  their  haughty  lords  beware 
How  Owen’s  jud;  revenge  they  dare, 
And  tremble  at  his  fight. 

3* 

Fill  the  Hirlas  Horn,  my  boy, 

Nor  let  the  tuneful  lips  be  dry 
That  warble  Owen’s  praife  j 
Whole  walls  with  warlike  fpoils  are 
And  open  wide  his. gates  are  dung 
In  Cambria’s  peaceful  days. 

4* 

This  hour  we  dedicate  to  joy  : 

Then  fill  the  Hirlas  Horn,  my  boy. 
That  fliineth  like  the  fea  ; 

Whole  azure  handles,  tip’d  with  gold3 
Invites  the  grafp  of  Britons  bold, 

The  fonts  of  Liberty. 


fill 


Fill  it  higher  frill,  and  higher, 

Mead  will  noblelt  deeds  infpire® 

Now  the  battle’s  lofr  and  won,  ^ 

Give  the  horn  to  Gronwy’s  foil ; 

Put  it  into  Gwgan’s  hand, 

Bulwark  of  his  native  land, 

Guardian  of  Sabrina’s  flood, 

Who  oft  has  dy’d  his  fpear  in  blood. 

When  they  hear  their  chieftain’s  voice, 

N  Then  his  gallant  friends  rejoice  ; 

But  when  to  fight  he  goes,  no  more 

The  feflal  fhout  refounds  on  Severn’s  winding  {hole* 

6. 

Fill  the  gold-tip’d  horn  with  fpeed, 

(We  mud  drink,  it  is  decreed.) 

Badge  of  honour,  badge  of  mirth. 

That  calls  the  foul  of  mufic  forth!- 
.As  thou  wilt  thy  life  prolong. 

Fill  it  with  metheglin  flrong. 

Gruffudd  thirds,  to  Gruffudd  fill ; 

Whofe  bloody  lance  is  us’d  to  kill  ; 

Matchlefs  in  the  field  of  ffrife, 

His  glory  ends  not  with  his  life  : 

Dragon-fon  of  Cynvyn’s  race, 

Owen’s  fhield,  Arwyfrli’s  grace. 

To  purchafe  fame  the  warriors  flew, 

Dire,  and  more  dire,  the  conflidt  grew  ; 

When  fluflied  with  mead,  they  bravely  fought. 

Like  Bely’s  warlike  foils,  that  Edwin’s  downfal  wrought 

7- 

Fill  the  horn  with  foaming  liquor, 

Fill  it  up,  my  boy,  be  quicker; 

Hence  away,  defpair  and  forrow  ! 

Time  enough  to  figh ♦to-morrow. 

Let  the  brimming  goblet  fmile, 

And  Ednyfed’s  cares  beguile  ; 

Gallant  youth,  unus’d  to  fear, 

Mafter  of  the  broken  fpear, 

And  the  arrow- pierced  {field, 

Brought  with  honour  from  the  field. 

'Like  an  hurricane  is  He, 

Bu riling  on  the  troubled  fea. 

See  their  fpears  diflain’d  with  gore ! 

Hear  the  din  of  battle  roar  ! 

Bucklers,  fwords,  together  clafhing, 

Sparkles  from  their  helmets  flaihing  ! 

Hear  ye  not  their  loud  alarms  ? 

Hark  i  they  fhout— to  arms !  to  arms ! 
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Thus  were-Garthen’s  plains  defended, 

IVIaelor  fight  began  and  ended. 

There  two  princes  fought,  and  there 

Was  Morach’s  Vorvran’s  feaft  exchang’d  for  rout  aipd  fear. 

8. 

Fill  the  horn  :  ’tis  my  delight, 

When  my  friends  return  from  fight. 

Champions  of  their  country’s  glory, 

To  record  each  gallant  ifory. 

To  Y  vr’s  comely  offspring  fill, 

Foremoft  in  the  battle  ftdl ; 

Two  blooming  youths,  in  counfel  fage, 

As  heroes  of  maturer  age  ; 

In  peace,  and  war,  alike  renown’d  ; 

Be  their  brows  with  garlands  crown’d  j 
Deck’d  with  glory  let  them  fhine, 

The  ornament  and  pride  -of  Ynyr’s  antienf  line  ! 

To  Selyf  fill,  of  eagle-heart^ 

Skill’d  to  hurl  the  fatal  dart : 

With  the  wolf ’s  impetuous  force 
He  urgeth  on  his  headlong  courfe. 

To  Tudor  next,  great  Madoc’s  fon, 

They  the  race  of  honour  run 
Together  in  the  tented  field, 

And  both  alike  difdain  to  yield. 

Dike  a  lion  in  the  fray, 

Tudor  darts  upon  his  prey. 

Rivals  in  the  feats  of  war. 

Where  danger  call’d,  they  rufn’d  from  far  • 

Till  fhatter’d  by  fpme  hoftile  ftroke, 

With  horrid  clang  their  fhields  were  broke  ; 

Roud  as  the  foaming  billows  roar, 

Or  fierce  contending  winds  on  Talgath’s  ftormy  Oiore, 

io. 

Fill  the  horn  with  rofy  wine, 

Brave  Moreiddig  claims  it  now, 

Chieftain  of  an  antient  line, 

Dauntlefs  heart,  and  open  brow. 

To  the  warrior  it  belongs, 

Prince  of  battles,  theme  of  fongs  ! 

Pride  of  Powys,  Mochnant’s  boafl! 

Guardian  of  his  native  coall !— - 
But  ah!  his  fhort-liv’d  triumph’s  o’er, 

Brave  Moreiddig  is  no  more! 

To  his  peniive  ghofl  we’il  give 
Due  remembrance,  whiie  we  live  j 

...  N  4  Au4 
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And  in  fairy  fidlion  drefs’d, 

Flowing  hair,  and  fable  veil. 

The  tragic  mufe  fhall  grace  our  fongs, 

While  brave  Moreiddig’s  name  the  mournful  Brain  prolongs,, 

11. 

Pour  out  the  horn,  (tho’  he  defire  it  not) 

And  heave  a  iigh  oil  Morgan’s  early  grave  ; 

Doom’d  in  his  clay-cold  tenement  to  rot, 

W  hiie  we  revere  the  memory  of  the  braye. 

12, 

Fill  again  the  Hildas  Horn, 

On  that  ever- glorious  morn, 

“The  Britons  and  their  foes  between, 

What  prodigies  of  might  were  feen  l 
On  GweByn’s  plain  the  fight  began ; 

But  Gronwy  fure  was  more  than  man ! 

Him  to  refill,  on  GweByn’s  plain, 

A  hundred  Saxons  ftrove  in  vain. 

To  fet  the  noble  Meyric  free, 

And  change  his  bonds  to  liberty, 

The  warriors  vow’d.  The  God  of  day 
Scarce  darted  his  meridian  ray. 

When  he  beheld  the  conquerors  Beep’d  in  gore, 

And  Gweflyn’s  bloody  fight,  ere  higheli,  noon  was  o’er« 


13. 

Now  a  due  libation  pour 

To  the  fpirits  of  the  dead. 

Who,  that  memorable  hour, 

Made  the  hoBile  plain  their  bed. 

There  the  glitt’ring  Heel  was  feen, 

There  the  twanging  bow  was  heard  j 
There  the  mighty  prefs’d  the  green, 

Recorded  by  the  faithful  bard. 

Madoc  there,  and  Meilir  brave, 

Sent  many  a  Saxon  to  his  grave. 

Their  drink  was  mead  ;  their  hearts  were  true  ; 

And  to  the  head  their  fhafts  they  drew ; 

But  Owen’s  guards,  in  terrible  array, 

Refilllefs  march  along,  and  make  the  world  give  w ay* 

*4- 

Pour  the  fweet  tranfparent  mead, 

(The  fpear  is  red  in  time  of  need) 

And  give  to  each  departed  fpirit 
The  honor  and  reward  of  merit. 

What  cares  fur  round  the  regal  Bate, 

What  anxious  thoughts  moleB  the  great, 

None  but  a  prince  himfelf  can  know, 

And  Heav’n,  that  ruleth  kings,  and  lays  the  mighty  low. 

o  '  Faff 
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For  Daniel  fill  the  horn  fo  green, 

Of  haughty  brow,  and  angry  mien ; 

While  the  leff’ning  tapers  fhine 
Fill  it  up  with  generous  wine. 

He  nor  quarter  takes,  nor  gives. 

But  by  fpoils  and  rapine  lives. 

Comely  is  the  youth  and  brave  ; 

But  obdurate  as  the  grave. 

Had  ft  thou  feeri,  in  Maelor  fight. 

How  we  put  the  foe  to  flight  1 
Hadftthou  feen  the  chiefs  in  arms, 

When  the  foe  ruilrd  on  in  fwarms  ! 

Roundabout  their  prince  they  flood, 

.And  flam’d  their  fwords  with  hoftile  blood.  r 
Glorious  bulwarks  I  To  their  praife 
Their  prince  devotes  his  lateft  lays. 

Now,  mv  boy,  thy  talk  is  o’er  ; 

Thou  fhalt  fill  the  horn  no  more. 

Long  may  the  king  of  kings  prated!. 

And  crown  with  bills,  mv  friends  eled  ; 

Where  liberty  and  truth  refide, 

And  virtue,  truth’s  immortal  bride  ! 

There  may  we  all  together  meet. 

And  former  times  renew  in  heav’nly  converfe  fwcet  !  B,  W*. 


PROLOGUE  to  R  IJ  N  N  A  M  E  D  £* 

[From  the  Tragedy  of  that  Name.] 

BEFORE  the  records  of  renown  were  kept. 

Or  theatres  for  dying  heroes  wept, 

The  race  of  fame  by  rival  chiefs  was  run. 

The  world  by  former  Alexanders  won  ; 

Ages  of  glory  in  long  order  roll’d. 

New  empires  riling  on  the  wreck  of  old  : 

Wonders  were  wrought  by  nature  in  her  prime. 

Nor  was  the  ancient  world  a  wildernefs  of  time. 

Yet  loft  to  fame  is  virtue’s  orient  reign  ; 

The  patriot  lived,  the  hero  died  in  vain. 

Dark  night  defcended  o’er  the  human  day, 

And  wiped  the  glory  of  the  world  away  : 

Whirl’d  round  the  gulf,  the  ads  of  time  were  toft? 

Then.  In  the  vaft  abyfs  for  ever  loft. 

Virtue  from  fame  disjoin’d  began  to  plain 
Her  votaries  few  and  unfrequented  fane* 

Her 


[20 2]  P  0  E  T  R  Y* 

Her  voice  afcended  to  almighty  Jove  ; 

He  fent  the  Mufes  from  the  throne  above* 

The  bard  arofe  ;  and  full  of  heavenly  fire, 

With  hand  immortal  touch’d  th’  immortal  tyre  5 
Heroic  deeds  in  drains  heroic  fung, 

All  earth  refounded,  all  heaven’s  arches  rung  : 

The  world  applaud  what  they  approved  before. 
Virtue  and  fame  took  feparate  paths  no  more. 

Hence  to  the  bard,  interpreter  of  heaven, 
Thechronicle  of  fame  by  Jove  is  given  ; 

His  eye  the  volume  of  the  pad  explores, 

His  band  unfolds  the  everlafiing  doors  ; 

In  Minos’  majefiy  he  lifts  the  head, 

Judge  of  the  world,  and  fovereign  of  the  dead  | 

On  nations  and  on  kings  in  fentence  fits, 

Dooms  to  perdition,  or  to  heaven  admits  ; 

Dethrones  the  tyrant  tho’  in  triumph  hurl’d. 

Calls  up  the  hero  from  th’  eternal  world, 

Surrounds  his  head  with  wreaths  that  ever  bloom. 
And  vows  the  verfe  that  triumphs  o’er  the  tomb. 

While  here  the  Mufes  warbled  from  the  fiirine, 
Oft  have  you  lifiened  to  the  voice  divine. 

A  namelefs  youth  beheld  with  noble  rage, 

One  fubjedt,  fiiil  a  ftranger  to  the  fiage  ; 

A  name  that’s  mufic  to  the  Britifh  ear  1 
A  name  that’s  worfhipp’d  in  the  Britiih  fphere 
Fair  Liberty  ;  the  goddefs  of  the  iile. 

Who  blefies  England  with  a  guardian  fmile. 

Britons !  a  fcene  of  glory  draws  to-night ! 

The  fathers  of  the  land  arife  to  fight  ; 

The  legillators  and  the  chiefs  of  old, 

The  roll  of  patriots  and  the  barons  bold, 

Who  greatly  girded  with  the  fword  and  fhield. 

At  ftoried  Runnamede’s  immortal  field, 

Did  the  grand  charter  of  your  freedom  draw, 

And  found  the  bale  of  liberty  on  law. 

Our  author,  trembling  for  his  virgin  Mufe, 
Hopes  in  the  favourite  theme  a  fond  excufe. 

If  while  the  tale  the  theatre  commands, 

your  hearts  applaud  him,  he’ll  acquit  your  hands  ; 

Proud  on  his  country’s  caufe  to  build  his  name, 

And  add  the  patriot’s  to  the  poet’s  fame. 


SONNETS 
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SONNETS  to  EMINENT  MEN, 


[From  the  Publication  fo  called. 3 
L  To  WILLIAM  JONES,  Efq.  Written  in  the  Year  i;8q* 


IN  learning’s  held,  diverhfied  and  wide, 

The  narrow,  beaten  track  is  all  we  trace  : 

How  few,  like  thee,  of  thatunmeafur’d  fpace 
Can  boafl,  and  judly  boaft,  no  part  untried  1 
Yet  reds  not  here  alone  thy  honed  pride, 

The  pride  that  prompts  thy  literary  chace  ; 
With  unremitting  {Length  and  rapid  pacb 
fTis  thine  to"  run,  and  {corn  to  be  denied  1 
Thy  early  genius,  lpurning  time’s  control, 

Had  reach’d,  ere  others  dart,  the  didant  goal. 
Marking  the  bright  career  that  thou  had  run, 
With  due  regard  thy  toils  may  Oxford  fee, 
And,  judly  proud  of  her  fuperior  fon, 

Repay  the  honour  that  die  beads  in  thee. 


II.  To  W  ILLiA  M  HAYLE  Y,  Efq. 


Written  on ’a  Blank  Leaf  of  his  Essay  on  History. 


II  7HETHER  thy  Mufe  indruT  us  to  difeern 
\  f  The  laws  that  guide  to  fame  th’  hidoric  train | 
Or  paint,  with  rival  power,  a  lifter’s  reign  ; 

Or,  fondly  (haring  in  thy  foft  concern, 

Pour  o’er  departed  friendfliip’s  filent  urn 

The  Toothing  forrows  of  her  penfive  drain—* 
Alike  (lie  pleafes.  With  repeated  gain, 

Hayley,  thy  captivating  page  I  turn  ! 

Not  that  the  ludre  of  thy  letter’d  fame 

Alone  compels  a  dranger“s  juft  applaufe  : 

A  heart,  that  glows  with  freedom’s  holy  flame, 

That  pants  in  virtue’s,  truth’s,  and  nature’s  caufef 
Is  thine— or  never  may  we  hope  to  find 
Ingenuous  verfe  the  mirror  of  the  mind* 
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III.  To  Mr.  W  A  R  T  O  N. 

Written  in  the  Year  1776. 

WARTON,  the  wonder  of  a  thanklefs  age  ! 

Thine  are  the  varied  gifts,  the  fldll  divine 
To  drike  the  folemn  lyre  with  Pindar’s  rage ; 

Humour  and  wit,  with  Lucian,  to  combine  5 
Or  dig  unwearied  in  thy  toilfome  mine, 
Antiquity,  with  wealth  time-hidden  fraught ; 

From  dufl  and  drofs  the  purer  ore  refine, 

And  pick  with  patient  care  the  fparrs  of  thought. 
Ah  fay,  what  fair  reward  confirms  thy  fame  ? 

Alas !  regardlefs  of  thy  evening  hour, 
Unletter’d  Envy  bars  thy  titled  claim, 

And  fuppler  Virtue  wins  the  fmile  of  Power  ! 
And  yet,  when  Power’s  proud  pageantry  is  pad. 
And  Envy’s  fnakes  are  dead,  thy  name  fhall  laid  ! 


IV.  To  Dr.  WATSON. 

Written  on  a  Blank  Leaf  of  his  Fast  Sermon* 

A  f  ^HERE  are  who,  plac’d  on  life’s  important  dagef 
Jj[  Wafie  in  fcholaftic  war  their  idle  firength. 

Or  dream  dull  days  away  of  tedious  length, 

In  learned  trifling  moft  profoundly  fage  I 
Accomplifh’d  Watfon,  wider  views  engage 

Thy  active  thought,  thy  comprehenlive  mind  ! 
Truth,  liberty,  and  love  of  human  kind, 

And  mild  religion  animate  thy  page. 

Philanthropy,  that  knows  no  felfifh  part, 

And  more  than  patriot  paffion  warms  thy  heart. 

Of  mean  and  fervile  foul,  detraction  raves, 

Nor  brooks  the  favourite  of  the  good  and  wife  % 
But,  thefe  applauding,  well  may’ll  thou  defpife 
The  reptile  race  of  proflituted  Haves. 


V.  To  the  DUKE  of  RICHMOND. 

On  his  Motion  for  Annual  Parliaments,  and  Equal  Reprefentatio% 

1 7  Bo. 

THE  dream,  that  wandering  from  its  parent  fource 
Brightens  the  bloom  ol  many  a  fragrant  flower, 

Shall  oft,  as  chance  directs  its  carelefs  courfe, 

-Swell  into  life  the  plant  of  poifonous  power. 


Thus 
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Thus  flows  from  honour’s  fount  the  flattering  tide  1 
It  marks  alike  the  virtuous  and  the  vile  ! 

Ah  think  not,  Richmond,  though  it  pamper  pride, 

Such  vain  diftinclion  wins  the  Mufe’s  fmile  ! 

Let  boaflful  heralds  pompoufly  proclaim 

Whence  flows  thy  blood,  thy  honours  whence  defcenda 
And  draw  from  ducal  rank  an  empty  fame  ! 

A  loftier  title  {hall  thy  country  lend. 

And  fondly  hall  thee  by  a  nobler  name  — 

Her  freedom’s  champion,  and  the  people’s  friend. 


CONCLUDING  STANZAS  of  MISS  WILLIAMS’*  OBBf  on 

the  PEACE. 

Enchanting  viflons  footh  my  light-— 

The  finer  arts  in  beauty  drefl, 

Benignant  fource  of  pure  delight ! 

Reclining  on  her  bofom  reft. 

While  each  diicordant  found  expires, 

Strike,  Harmony!  thy  warbling  wires, 

The  fine  vibrations  of  the  fpirit  move, 

W  ake  extafy’s  pure  thrill,  and  touch  the  fp  rings  of  love, 

* 

Bright  Painting’s  living  forms  Ihall  rife. 

And  ftill  tor  Ugolino’s  woe 
Shall  Reynolds  wake  unbidden  fighs. 

And  Romney’s  foothing  pencil  flow, 

That  nature’s  look  benign  ponrtrays, 

When,  to  her  infant  Shakfpeare’s  gaze, 

The  fmiling  form  “  unveil’d  her  awful  face,” 

And  bade  his  “  colours  clear”  each  glowing  feature  trace. 

AndPoefy!  thy  deep-ton’d  fhell 
The  heart  (ball  footh,  the  fpirit  fire, 

And  all  the  according  paflions  fweli 
While  rapture  trembles  on  thy  lyre  ; 

Awake  its  fweetly- thrilling  found, 

And  call  enchanting  viflons  round. 

Strew  the  foft  path  of  Peace  with  Fancy’s  flowers, 

And  lead  the  glowing  heart  to  Joy’s  elyiian  bowers. 

While  Play  ley  wakes  thy  magic  firings, 

His  (hades  (hail  no  rude  found  prophane, 

But  Still nefs  on  her  tender  wings, 

Enamour’d  drink  the  potent  ftrain, 

The’  genius  flafli  the  vivid  flame 
Around  his  lyre’s  enchanting  frame, 

Where  fancy’s  warbled  tones  melodious  roll, 

Mope  warm  his  friendfliijp  glows,  more  harmoniz’d  his  foul  ! 


While 
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While  tade  indrudfs  a  polifh’d  age 
With  luxury  of  mind  to  trace 
Theludreof  th’  unerring*  page, 

Where  Symmetry  fheds  fin i fil’d  grace  ; 

Judgment  fliall  point  to  Fancy’s  gaze, 

As  wild  the  fportive  wand’rer  drays, 

Perfection’s  faired  form,  where  mimic  art 
With  nature  foftly  blends,  and  leads  the  fubjeCt  heart. 

Th’  hidoric  Mufe  illumes  the  maze 
Oblivion  veil’d  in  deep’ning  night, 

Where  empire  with  meridian  blaze 
Once  trod  ambition’s  lofty  height : 

Tho’  headlong  from  the  dizzy  fteep 
It  rolls  with  wide,  and  wafteful  fweep. 

Her  tablet  dill  records  the  deeds  of  fame, 

And  fwells  the  patriot’s  foul,  and  wakes  the  hero’s  flame. 

While  meek  Philofophy  explores 
Creation’s  vail  dupendous  round, 

With  piercing  gaze  fubtime  Ihe  lbars, 

And  burds  the  fy  deni’s  diflant  bound. 

Lo  !  ’mid  the  dark  deep  void  of  fpace, 

A  ru filing  world  her  glance  can  trace  1 
It  moves  majeftic  in  its  ample  fphere, 

Sheds  its  refradfed  light,  and  rolls  its  ling’iing  year. 

Ah  !  Hill  diffufe  thy  mental  ray, 

Fair  Science  !  on  my  Albion’s  plain. 

While  oft’  thy  fiep  delights  to  dray 
Where  Montagu  has  rear’d  her  fane  ; 

Where  Eloquence fnall  fiill  entwine 
Rich  attic  flowers  around  the  {brine, 

View  hallow’d  Learning  ope  his  treafured  dore. 

And  with  her  fignet  damp  the  mafs  of  claffic  ore. 

Aufplcious  Peace  !  for  thine  the  hours 
Meek  Wifdom  decks  in  moral  grace, 

And  thine  each  tendernefs  that  pours 
Enchantment  o’er  their  dedin’d  fpace. 

Benignant  form  !  in  iilence  laid 
Beneath  the  olive’s  filken  diade, 

Shed  each  mild  blifs  that  charms  the  tuneful  minds 
And  in  the  zone  of  love  the  hofiile  fpirit  bind. 

While  Albion  on  her  parent  deep 
Shall  red,  may  glory  gild  her  fhore, 

And  bloflbtn  on  her  rocky  deep 

Till  Time  fliall  wing  his  courfe  no  mors  z 
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Till  angels  wrap  the  fpheres  in  fire, 

Till  earth  and  yon  fair  orbs  expire, 

While  Chaos  mounting  in  the  ruffing  fame, 

Shall  lp  re  ad  his  cold  deep  fhade  o’er  nature’s  finking  frame. 


DESCRIPTION  of  an  AGED  RUSTIC. 

[From  Mr.  Crabee’s  Village,] 

NOR  yet  can  Time  itfelf  obtain  for  thefe 

Life’s  lateft  comforts,  due  refpedl  and  eafe  ; 

For  yonder  fee  that  hoary  fwain,  whole  age 
Can  with  no  cares  except  its  own  engage  ; 

Who,  propt  on  that  rude  fiaff,  looks  up  to  fee 
The  bare  arms  broken  from  the  withering  tree ; 

On  which,  a  boy,  he  climb’d  the  loftieft  bough, 

Then  his  firfl  joy,  but  his  fad  emblem  now. 

He  once  was  chief  in  all  the  rufiic  trade, 

His  fteady  hand  the  firaitefi  furrow  made  ; 

Full  many  a  prize  he  won,  and  fiiil  is  proud 
To  find  the  triumphs  of  his  youth  allow’d  ; 

A  tranfient  pleafure  fparkles  in  his  eyes, 

Fie  hears  and  fmiles,  then,  thinks  again  and  fighs  ; 

For  now  he  journeys  to  his  grave  in  pain  ;  / 

The  rich  difdain  him  ;  nay,  the  poor  difdain  ; 

Alternate  mailers  now  their  Have  command, 

And  urge  the  efforts  of  his  feeble  hand  ; 

Who,  when  his  age  attempts  its  talk  in  vain, 

With  ruthlefs  taunts  of  lazy  poor  complain. 

Git  may  you  fee  him  when  he  tends  the  iheep, 

His  winter  charge,  beneath  the  hillock  weep  ; 

Oft  hear  him  murmur  to  the  winds  that  blow 
O  ’er  his  white  locks,  and  bury  them  in  fnow  ; 

When  rouz’d  by  rage  and  muttering  in  the  morn, 

He  mends  the  broken  hedge  with  icy  thorn. 

44  Why  do  I  live,  when  I  defire  to  be 
At  once  from  life  and  life’s  long  labour  free  ? 

Like  leaves  in  fpring,  the  young  are  blown  away, 

Without  the  borrows  of  a  i’low  decay  ; 

I,  like  yon  wither’d  leaf,  remain  behind. 

Nipt  by  the  froll  and  fhivering  in  the  wind  ; 

'l  here  it  abides  till  younger  buds  come  on, 

As  I,  now  all  my  fellow  fwains  are  gone  ; 

Then,  from  the  riling  generation  thrufl, 

It  falls,  like  me,  unnoticed  to  the  dull. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  fruitful  fields,  thefe  numerous  flocks  I  fee. 
Are  others’  gain,  but  killing  cares  to  me  ; 

To  me  the  children  of  my  youth  are  lords, 

Slow  in  their  gifts  but  baity  in  their  words  ; 
Wants  of  their  own  demand  their  care,  and  who 
Feels  his  own  want  and  fuccours  others  too  F 
A  lont-lv,  wretched  man,  in  pain  I  go, 

None  need  my  help  and  none  relieve  my  woe.; 
Then  let  my  bones  beneath  the  turf  be  laid, 

And  men  forget  the  wretch  they  would  not  aid.” 


The  Village  APOTHECARY  and  CLERGYMAN 

[From  the  lame  Poem.] 

E^XJT  foon  a  loud  and  hafty  fummons  calls, 

)  Shakes  the  thin  roof,  and  echoes  round  the  walls  3 
Anon  a  figure  enters,  quaintly  neat, 

AH  pride  and  bulinefs,  buflle  and  conceit. 

With  looks  unalter’d  by  thefe  fcenes  of  woe, 

With  fpeed  that  entering,  fpeaks  his  babe  to  go  3 
He  bids  the  gazing  throng  around  him  fly, 

And  carries  fate  and  pbync  in  his  eye  ; . 

A  potent  quack,  long  vers’d  in  human  ills, 

Who  firfl  infults  the  victim  whom  he  kills  ; 

Whole  murd’rous  hand  a  drowiy  bench  protect, 

And  whole  moft  tender  mercy  is  negledt. 

Paid  by  the  parifli  for  attendance  here. 

He  wears  contempt  upon  his  lapient  fneer  ; 

In  hafte  he  leeks  the  bed  where  mifery  lies, 

Impatience  mark’d  in  his  averted  eyes  ; 

And,  fome  habitual  queries  hurried  o’er. 

Without  reply,  he  ruflies  on  the  door  ; 

Flis  drooping  patient,  long  inur’d  to  pain, 

And  long  unheeded,  knows  remonftrance  vain  3 
He  ceafes  now  the  feeble  help  to  crave 
Of  man,  and  mutely  haflcns  to  the  grave. 

But  ere  his  death  fome  pious  doubts  arife, 

Some  Ample  tears  which  “  bold  bad”  men  defpife  j 
Fain  would  he  afk  the  p  arifh  pried  to  prove 
Flis  title  certain  to  the  joys  above  ; 

For  this  he  lends  the  murmuring  nurfe,  who  calls 
The  holv  ftranger  to  thefe  difmal  walls  : 

And  doth  not  he,  the  pious  man,  appear, 

He,  “  palling  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year?” 

Ah  !  no,  a  fhepherd  of  a  different  flock, 

And  far  unlike  him,  feeds  this  little  flock  ; 
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A  jovial  youth,  who  thinks  his  Sunday’s  talk 
As  much  as  God  or  man  can  fairly  alk  ; 

The  red;  he  gives  to  loves  and  labours  light. 

To  fields  the  morning  and  to  feafts  the  night ; 
None  better  (kill’d,  the  noify  pack  to  guide, 

To  urge  their  chace,  to  cheer  them  or  to  chide  : 
Sure  in  his  foot,  his  game  he  feldom  mill. 

And  feldom  fail’d  to  win  his  same  at  whift  . 

Then,  while  fuch  honours  bloom  around  his  head* 
Shall  he  fit  faddy  by  the  fick  man’s  bed, 

To  raife  the  Hope  he  feels  not,  or  with  zeal 
To  combat  fears  that  even  the  pious  feel  ? 


* 


ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  Birthday,  June  4,  17835, 

By  William  Whitehead,  Eiq.  Poet-Laureat. 

AT  length  the  troubled  waters  red, 

And,  fhadowing  Ocean’s  calmer  bread. 

Exulting  Commerce  fpreads  her  woven  wings  : 

Free  as  the  winds  that  waft  then!  o’er, 

Her  bluing  velfels  glide  from  (bore  to  fhore. 

And  in  the  bending  (hrouds  thecarelefs  (ea-boy  fings. 

Is  Peace  ableifing  Alk  the  mind 
That  glows  with  love  of  human  kind, 

That  knows  no  guile,  no  partial  weaknefs  knows, 

Contracted  to  no  narrow  fphere, 

The  world,  the  world  at  large,  is  umpire  here, 

They  feel,  and  they  enjoy,  the  blellings  peace  bellows, 

o 

Then,  oh!  what  blifs  his  boforn  fhares, 

Who,  confcious  of  ingenuous  worth, 

Can  nobly  fcorn  inferior  cares, 

And  fend  the  generous  edidt  forth  ; 

To  diftant  figrhs  of  inodefc  woe 
Can  lend  a  pitying  lifl’ning  ear. 

Nor  fee  the  meaneit  forrows  flow 
Without  a  fympathifing  tear* 

Thos  rapine  with  her  fury  train 
Rove  wide  and  wild  o’er  earth  and  main, 

In  a 61  to  (trike,  tho5  (laughter  cleave  the  air, 

At  Ills  command  they  drop  the  (word, 

And  iii  their  midway  courfe  his  potent  word 
Arrefis  the  (hafts  of  death,  of  terror,  of  defpair. 


When  thofe  who  have  the  power  to  blefs 
Are  readied  to  relieve  difirefs, 

'3*  ® 
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When  private  virtues  dignify  a  crown, 

The  genuine  fons  of  freedom  feel 
A  duty  which  tranfeends  a  (ubjedt’s  zeal. 

And  dread  the  man’s  reproach  more  than  the  monarch’s  frown. 

Then  to  this  day  be  honours  paid 

The  world’s  proud  conqu’rors  never  knew  ; 

Their  laurels  (brink,  their  glories  fade, 

Expos’d  to  reafon’s  fober  view. 

But  reafon ,  juftice,  truth,  rejoice, 

When  difeord’s  baneful  triumphs  ceafe, 

And  hail  with  one  united  voice 

The  friend  of  man,  the  friend  of  peace. 


The  GUARD  IAN  GENIUS  of  FEMALE  EXCELLENCE. 

[-From  Aurelia  ;  or  the  Contest,  an  Heroi-comic  Poem.  ] 

BENEATH  the  lucid  arch,  in  robes  of  gold, 

A  youth  appears  of  more  than  mortal  mould! 

His  yellow  treffes  o’er  his  (boulders  ftray, 

Kifs  the  loofe  wind  and  negligently  play  ; 

His  feet  like  (ilver  gleam,  a  taper  wand 
Of  adamant  fuftains  his  better  hand  ; 

O’er  his  fair  temples  wreathing  myrtles  twine, 

And  all  around  him  beaming  glories  (bine : 

The  feene  is  chang’d,  the  caverns  melt  in  air. 

Her  well-known  roofs  rife  (lowly  round  the  fair ; 

Then  thus  the  Genius.  u  Nymph,  difmifs  thy  fear. 

No  evil  can  approach  while  I  am  near. 

Behold  the  Guardian  Power  whofe  fecret  fway 
The  wifer  females  of  the  world  obey  ; 

I  bid  them  cad  each  woman-toy  behind, 

And  raife  to  nobler  views  th’  afpiring  mind  ; 

*Twas  i  that  gave  to  Dudley’s  beauteous  wife. 

Whom  Mary’s  cruel  hand  depriv'd  of  life, 

A  nobler  fortitude  than  heroes  reach, 

And  virtue,  greater  than  the  fages  teach, 

Sweetnefs  of  foul  beyond  what  mortals  (hew, 

And  piety  like  that  which  feraphs  know. 

And  now,  in  modem  days,  though  rare  to  fee, 

Behold  accomplidi’d  beauty  led  by  me. 

Streatfield,  the  [earn'd,  the  gay,  in  blooming  years 
Foi'fakcs  the  dance  to  dry  a  widow’s  tears : 

When  hoary  Age  her  T  utor’s  brows  o’erfpread, 

And  Sicknefs  bow’d  his  venerable  head, 

O’er  the  pale  couch  (he  hung  with  filial  care, 

And  pluck’d  the  thorn  Difeafe  had  planted  there. 

My 
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My  voice  infpires  the  cultivated  mind, 

Whofe  polifh’d  page  inllrudts  and  charms  mankind  ; 

’Twas  I  directed  Carter’s  piercing  eyes 
To  roll  inquilitive  through  harry  Ikies ; 

To  her  the  lore  of  Grecian  fchools  I  brought. 

And  rooted  in  her  heart  the  truths  fhe  taught. 

I,  to  Chapone,  th’  important  talk  afiign’d 
To  fmooth  the  temper  and  improve  the  mind. 

Through  More  I  pointed  to  the  paths  of  truth. 

And  rais’d  her  voice  to  guide  unthinking  youth; 

That  fenfibility,  allied  to  Heaven, 

That  facred  pen  fhe  boafts,  by  me  were  given. 

I  hood,  a  favouring  mufe,  at  Burney’s  fide, 

To  lafh  unfeeling  Wealth  and  hubborn  Pride, 

Soft  AfFefiation,  infolently  vain, 

And  wild  Extravagance  with  all  herfweeping  train  ; 

Led  her  that  modern  Hydra  to  engage, 

And  point  a  Harrsl  to  a  mad ’rung  age  ; 

Then  bade  the  moralih,  admir’d  and  prais’d, 

Fly  from  the  loud  applaufe  her  talent  rais’d, 

Ev’n  Montagu  my  aiding  hand  muh  own, 

That  plac’d  her  high  on  Learning’s  polifh’d  throne^ 

That  taught  her  arm  the  critic  fpear  to  wield, 

Foil’d  the  fly  Gaul  and  drove  him  from  the  field  ; 

I  bade  her  liberal  care  receive,  carefs 
T  hat  hruggling  merit  which  the  proud  deprefs. 

That  bafiiful  want,  which,  bending  to  the  grave, 

Shrinks  from  the  pitying  hand  held  out  to  fave. 

Nor  think  that  fhe  alone  my  aid  acquires. 

Whom  Learning  tutors  or  whom  Genius  fires, 

On  all  the  fmile  of  favour  I  bellow, 

Who  fly  from  fafhion,  vanity,  and  fhow. 


'he  EMIGRANT’S  DESCRIPTION  of  his  Former  State. 

[  From  Dr,  Coo m re’s  Peafant  of  Auburn;  or  the  Emigrant.  ] 

Wltne^*s  heaven,  tho’  fuch  thy  chang’d  decrees, 

If  Ne’er  did  I  wafle  my  hours  in  loitering  eafe  ; 

Ne’er  did  thy  blefiings  prompt  a  wilh  to  flray. 

Health  nerv’d  my  limbs,  and  virtue  blefs’d  my  day, 

Conftantat  dawn  to  hardy  toils  I  rofe. 

Brav’d  the  bleak  winds,  and  defolating  fnows  - 
Whilfi  fweet  Contentment  lent  her  magick  power. 

Soften’d  the  gale,  and  warm’d  the  frozen  fliower. 

Still  fad  remembrance  fondly  calls  to  view 
The  field  where  once  the  branching  poplar  grew. 
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*Twas  there,  when  fpring  renew’d  the  ploughman’s  toil. 
My  long-drawn  furrow  turn’d  the  rugged  foil ; 

There,  with  my  lickle,  thro’  long  fummer  days, 

I  work’d,,  regardlefs  of  the  noontide  blaze  j 
And  there  the  labouring  band,  as  ieifurefway’d. 

The  bough- crown’d  reaper,  and  the  village  maid. 

Led  up  their  fports  along  the  bordering  green, 

Whild  age  look’d  on,  and  blefe’dthe  harmlefs  fcene0 
Such  were  my  toils,  in  days  too  bright  to  lad, 

Such  joys  were  mine,  but  all  thofe  joys  are  pad  l 

Mean  tho’  I  was,  and  circled  too  with  care,. 

Yet,  bled  with  little,  I  had  dill  to  fpare. 

INo  neighbour’s  borrows  but  affail’d  my  bread. 

No  poorer  brother  left  my  door  unbled. 

To  all  my  mite,  to  fome,  more  dngiy  dear, 

I  gave  the  tender  tribute  of  a  tear. 

Oft  times,  returning  from  the  talk  of  day, 

1  hail’d  the  weary  trav’ller  on  his  way. 

Remark’d  the  hour  of  red  was  nearly  come, 

And  prefs’d  the  dranger  to  my  fociai  home. 

Heedlefs  of  future  ills,  the  playful  train, 

To  meet  their  lire,  came  Ihouting  o’er  the  plain, 

With  eager  joy  their  little  news  convey’d, 

Or  round  the  green  their  mimrek  dance  difplay’d,* 
Perhaps,  fome  neighbouring  fwain  of  genial  foul 
Would  lift  the  latch,  and  join  our  fober  bowl  ; 

And,  whild  his  foothkig  tales  engag’d  the  gued. 

Of  dighted  love,  or  moded  worth  didred, 

Whate’er  our  dairy,  or  our  fields  afford. 

In  frugal  plenty  finil’d  upon  the  board. 

Bled  fociai  home  !  and  ye  dear  didant  bowers  I 
Scenes  of  my  youth,  and  all  my  blifsful  hours. 

Where’er  by  Fortune’s  hand  neglected  thrown. 

This  heart,  this  faithful  heart,  is  all  your  own. 

E’en  now,  weak  nature,  rous’d  to  keener  pain, 

Dwells  on  your  charms,  and  bleeds  Tn  every  vein.’* 


FORMER  STATE  of  VENICE 


[From  Mr.  Irwin’s  Occafional  Epidles.] 

I  OT  that  with  jaundic’d,  or  with  Gothic  eye, 

I  rl  hy  worth  overlooking  thy  defeCts  I  fpy  ; 
Not  that,  with  thought  profane,  I  (light  the  crown, 
Which  Neptune  yielded  to  thy  jud  renown. 

No  —  beauteous  emprefs  of  th’ Italic  main  ! 

Great  was  thy  caufe,  and  gallant  were  thy  train. 
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Drawn  here  by  Freedom  from  their  native  land. 
Thine  iflands  cherifivd  Rome’s  expiring  band  ; 
Who,  worthy  of  the  fountain  whence  they  fprung. 
Oft  on  the  rear  of  frighted  Othman  hung ; 

Till  of  her  turban’d  tyrants  ridding  Greece, 

Like  Rome,  they  gave  her  liberty  and  peace.. 

Great  as  ABmilius,  in  that  hallowed  hour 
When  wond’ring  nations  bleft  the  victor’s  pow’r  ; 
WTen  Glory  hail’d  him  at  th*  Olympic  game, 
Andrefcu’d  Freedom,  twined  his  wreath  of  fame, 

Thefe  we  re  the  records  of  thine  earlier  days, 
When  Arts  confpir’d  to  ipread  the  heroes  praife.. 
When  to  his  mem’ry  fculptur’d  trophies  rofe 
To  feal  his  triumphs  o’er  his  country*  s  foes. 

There  Palma’s  pencil  for  the  laurel  lirives. 

And  Morolini  in  his  art  fur  vires  i 
There  time  beholds  the  Canmian  chief  with  joy. 
The  liege  tuftain  which  doubled  that  of  Troy  ; 
Beholds  him,  happier  hill  in  manhood’s  pride. 
Annex  Morea  to  his  country’s  fide, 

Arrizzo,  glorying  in  a  cruel  death, 

In  marble  here  again  refigns  his  breath, 

Sufpended  by  faife  M  uftapha  on  high, 

Still  brave  Antonio  may  his  fate  defy  : 

What  the’  his  body  taint  the  wholefome  gale, 

Ne’er  (hall  thy  incenfe,  Public  Virtue!  fail. 

Yet  at  his  name  the  Turk  agnail  is  thrown,  * 

Nor  dares  to  challenge  Cyprus  as  his  own. 

Shades  of  renown. !  and  Patriots  ever  dear  1 
Whofe  wayward  end  awakes  the  foreign  tear. 
Permit  a  ft  ranger  friendly  to  your  fhore, 

T’afifay  the  value  of  no  common  ore. 

Long  prov’d  thy  ftate  a  barrier  to  the  Turk, 

And  founded:  policy  upheld  the  work. 

Envy  to  calm,  (lie  trufted  to  intrigue. 

And,  artful,  broke  the  force  of  Cambray’s  league. 
This  Europe  faw,  and  trembled  for  her  date, 

When  priefts  and  potentates  confpir’d  her  fate: 

But  vain  thofe  fears  —  to  Julius  file  apply ’d, 

And  Lj  p’d  the  mifchief  by  the  pontiff’s  pride. 

Tho’  Venice  now  with  faded  fplendor  fliine. 

She  fhews,  like  Athens,  beauteous  in  decline  : 

And  ages  hence,  when  crumbling  to  a  wafte. 

Her  ruins  fhail  attract  the  eye  of  tafte. 

Then,  as  the  traveller  roves  in  thoughtful  mood. 
Where  Marco’s  tower,  or  San  Benetto  flood, 
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Here  ({hall  he  cry)  once  throng’d  the  young  and  gay, 
Here  laugh’d  and  fung,  and  charm’d  their  cares  away. 

At  roafs  or  play,  unmajflk’d  or  malk’d  the  fame. 

Love  all  their  motive  !  pleafure  all  their  aim  ! 

Yet,  in  this  whirlpool  found  the  Arts  a  place, 

And  temples  rofe,  which  ancient  Rome  might  grace. 
Deck’d  with  the  fpoils  of  many  a  falling  pile. 

That  erft  o’erlook’d  the  Bofphorus  or  Nile  : 

Statues.,  that  borrow’d  life  from  Phydias’  hand, 

And  palaces,  by  chafte  Palladio  plann’d  : 

Models  of  tafle  !  which  Attic  palms  might  wina 
And  with  Lyiippus  clafs  a  Sanfovin. 

Oft  have  the  curious  of  a  diftant  foil, 

Deriv’d  new  lights  from  learn’d  Farfetti’s  toil  : 

Whofe  treafures,  drawn  from  mines  of  claftic  earth, 
Befpoke  a  fpirit  noble  as  his  birth. 

But  humbled  now  the  wonder  of  her  age. 

Sad  proof  of  change,  and  Time’s  deftruCtive  rage  ! 

Bare  thefe  canals  to  Alpine  breezes  lie  ; 

Where  row’d  the  {lately  barge  thehfhers  ply  : 

Once  more  a  village — Venice  all  deplore— 

She  proves  what  Trielle  may  be,  and  Tadmor  was  before. 


The  METHOD  of  STUDIES  for  a  YOUNG  PAINTER. 

[From  Mr*  Mason’s  Tranflation  of  Du  Fresnoy’s  Art  of  Paintings] 

WHEN  duly  taught  each  geometric  rule, 

Approach  with  awful  ftep  the  Grecian  fchool. 

The  fculptur’d  reliques  of  her  {kill  furvey, 

Mufeon  by  night,  and  imitate  by  day  ; 

No  reft,  no  paufe,  till  all  her  graces  known, 

A  happy  habit  makes  each  grace  your  own. 

As  years  advance,  to  modern  mailers  come, 

Gaze  on  their  glories  in  majeftic  Rome  ; 

Admire  the  proud  productions  of  their  {kill 
Which  Venice,  Parma,  and  Bologna  fill  : 

And,  rightly  led  by  our  preceptive  lore, 

Their  ftyle,  their  colouring,  part  by  part  explore* 

See  Raphael  there  his  forms  celeftial  trace, 

Unrivall’d  fov’reign  of  the  realms  of  Grace. 

See  Angelo,  with  energy  divine, 

Seize  on  the  fummit  of  correCf  deftgn. 

Learn  how,  at  Julio’s  birth,  the  Mules  fmiPd, 

And  in  their  myftie  caverns  nurs’d  the  child, 

How,  by  th’  Aonian  powers  their  lmile  beftow’d? 

His  pencil  with  poetic  fervor  glow’d  ; 
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When  faintly  verfe  Apollo’s  charms  convey’d. 

He  oped  the  (brine,  and  all  the  God  difplay’d  : 

His  triumphs  more  than  mortal  pomp  adorns, 

With  more  than  mortal  rage  his  battle  burns, 

His  heroes,  happy  heirs  of  fav’ring  fame, 

More  from  his  art  than  from  their  a&ions  claim* 

Bright,  beyond  all  the  reft,  Correggio  flings 
His  ample  lights,  and  round  them  gently  brings 
The  mingling  (hade.  In  all  his  works  we  view 
Grandeur  of  ftyle,  and  chaftity  of  hue. 

Yet  higher  ftii!  great  Titian  dat’d  to  foar. 

He  reach’d  the  loftieft  heights  of  colouring’s  power  5 
His  friendly  tints  in  happieft  mixture  flow, 

His  (hades  and  lights  their  juft  gradations  know. 

He  knew  thofe  dear  deluflons  of  the  art. 

That  round,  relieve,  infpirit  ev’ry  part : 

He  nee  deem’d  divine,  the  world  his  merit  own’d, 

With  riches  loaded,  and  with  honours  crown’d. 

From  ail  their  charms  combin’d,  with  happy  toil. 

Did  Annibal  eompofe  his  wond’ous  ftyle  : 

O’er  the  fair  fraud  fo  clofe  a  veil  is  thrown, 

That  every  borrow’d  Grace  becomes  his  own* 

If  then  to  praife  like  theirs  your  fouls  afpire, 

Catch  from  their  works  a  portion  of  their  fire  $ 

Revolve  their  labours  ail,  for  all  will  teach. 

Their  finifh’d  pidlure,  and  their  flighted  fketclu 
Yet  more  than  thefe  to  Meditation’s  eyes 
Great  Nature’s  felf  redundantly  iupplies : 

Her  prefence,  bell  of  models  1  is  the  fource 
Whence  Genius  draws  augmented  power  and  forcej 
Her  precepts,  beft  of  teachers  !  give  the  powers. 

Whence  Art,  by  practice,  to  perfection  foars. 


COMPLAINT  of  POETRY’S  not  being  encouraged  in  the  Prefcnt* 

AGE.  ' 

[From  Mr*  Pye’s  Progrefs  of  Refinement.] 

T^XJT  ah  !  while  thus  the  Arts  inferior  train 
jf  Thrive  in  the  funfhine  of  a  George’s  reign  5 
Sweet  Poefy,  whofefacred  powers  exceed 
The  fculptor’s  chifel,  and  the  painter’s  reed, 

Whofe  pen  has  Virtue’s  moral  (hape  defign’d. 

And  drawn  the  immortal  image  of  the  mind, 

Whofe  magic  founds  to  melody  difpenfe 
The  flowers  of  fancy,  and  the  force  of  fenfe  ; 

Sweet  Poefy,  negledted  and  forlorn, 

The  feeble  rays  of  patronage  muft  mourn* 
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By  wealth  or  wifdom  placed  in  happier  ftatc 
Tho’  a  bold  few  difdain  to  court  the  great  ; 

Tho’  Mafon  frame  the  warm  defcriptive  lay, 

Or  ft r ike  the  lyre  with  Pindar,  and  with  Gray  ; 
Tho5  liftening  Harmony  with  raptured  ear 
Attentive  ftand,  the  enchanting  notes  to  hear, 

As  failing  on  the  rainbow-tindtured  wings 
Of  chafte  imagination,  Hayley  lings : 

In  plaintive  ftrains  at  fighing  Friendfhip’s  call 
Tho5  tuneful  Seward  mourn  her  Andre’s  fall. 
And  wrap  the  felon  cord  that  clofed  his  breath 
In  radiant  G  lory’s  amaranthine  wreath  ; 

Tho’  Warton,  young-eyed  Fancy’s  favorite  child, 
On  whofe  aufpicious  birth  the  Mufes  fmiled, 

And  taught  his  glowing  colours  to  pourtray 
The  rural  landicape,  and  the  vernal  day, 

With  claftic  art  his  flowing  numbers  fill. 

And  join  the  critic’s  to  the  poet’s  fkill ; 

Yet  as  with  ftreahiing  eye  the  borrowing  Mufe 
Pale  Chatterton’s  untimely  urn  bedews, 

Her  accents  fliall  arraign  the  partial  care 
That  fhielded  not  her  fon  from  cold  defpair ; 

And  many  a  bard  by  frowning  Fortune  led 
To  abjedf  iiitereft  bows  the  venal  head, 
Compell’d  to  point  with  cruel  wit  the  dart 
That  wing’d  by  malice  rives  the  blamelefs  heart. 
Or  ideot  pride  by  flavifh  notes  to  raife, 

And  caft  to  fwine  the  precious  gems  of  praife, 

O  let,  imperial  George  !  the  Mufes  fhare 
The  kindly  dews  of  thy  parental  care. 

Too  bit  has  Poefy  with  fervile  aim 
By  tyrants  favour’d,  fung  a  tyrant’s  fame. 

O  let  one  monarch  wake  her  nobler  rage. 

And  confecrate  to  truth  her  holy  page  ! 

Railed  by  thy  hand,  I  fee  on  Albion’s  plain 
The  feeds  of  Grecian  glory  bioom  again  ! 

See  Genius  plume  once  more  her  eagle  wing. 
Hear  other  Homers,  other  Shakfpeares  ling  ! 
And  while  their  voice  down  Time’s  eternal  flood 
Wafts  the  clear  honours  of  the  wife  and  good. 
Ages  unborn  ftioll  blefs  the  juft  decree, 

And  future  heroes  owe  their  fame  to  thee. 


PRAISE 
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[From  Mr.  Col  man’s  Tranflation  of  Horace’s  Epiftle  to  tb** 

Pifos,] 

THE  barb ’rous  natives  of  the  ftiaggy  wood 
From  horrible  repafts,  and  a£ts  of  blood, 

Orpheus,  a  pried,  and  heav’nly  teacher  brought, 

And  all  the  charities  of  nature  taught  t 
Whence  he  was  faid  fierce  tigers  to  allay, 

And  ling  the  Savage  Lion  from  his  prey. 

Within  the  hollow  of  Amphion’s  fhfell 

Such  pow’rs  of  found  were  lodg’d,  fo  fweet  a  fpell! 

That  Hones  were  faid  to  move,  and  at  his  call, 

Charnfd  to  his  purpofe,  form’d  the  Theban  wall. 

The  love  of  moral  wifdom  to  infufe 
Thcfe  were  the  labours  of  the  Ancient  Mufe. 
u  To  mark  the  limits,  where  the  barriers  flood 
?Twixt  private  int’reft,  and  the  public  good  ; 

To  raife  a  pale,  and  firmly  to  maintain 

The  bound,  that  lever’d  facred  from  propbane  ; 

To  fnew  the  ills  promifeuous  love  fhould  dread, 

And  teach  the  laws  of  the  connubial  bed  ; 

Mankind  difpers’d,  to  focial  towns  to  draw; 

And  on  the  Sacred  tablet  grave  the  law.’5 
Thus  fame  and  honour  crown’d  the  Poet’s  line  ; 

His  work  immortal,  and  himfelf  divine  ! 

Next  lofty  Homer,  and  Tyrtaeus  ftrung 
Theirepick  harps,  and  fongs  of  glory  long  ; 

Sounding  a  charge,  and  calling  to  the  war 
The  fouls  that  bravely  feel,  and  nobly  dare. 

In  verfethe  Oracles  their  fenfe  made  known, 

In  verfe  the  road  and  rule  of  life  is  ihewn  ; 

Verfe  to  the  Poet  royal  favour  brings, 

And  leads  the  Mufes  to  the  throne  of  kings  ; 

Verfe  too,  the  varied  feene  and  fports  prepares, 

Brings  reft  to  toil,  and  balm  to  all  our  cares. 

Deem  then  with  rev’rence  of  the  glorious  fire, 

BreathM  by  the  Mufe,  the  miftrefs  of  the  Lyre ! 

Blufb  not  to  own  her  pow’r,  her  glorious  flame  ; 

Nor  think  Apollo,  Lord  of  long,  thy  fhame  ! 
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ADVICE  to  a  YOUNG  GENTLEMAN  at  Winchester  School. 

[From  Dr.  Duncan’s  Moral  Hints  to  the  riling  Generation.] 

ROUSE  then,  exert  thy  talents,  neither  weak. 

Nor  ’mid  the  Tons  of  dulnefs  doom’d  to  fneak. 

Get  learning  :  his  the  grace  of  Science  fair, 

That  gives  the  lib’ral  mind  it’s  noblelf  air. 

Get  Knowledge  :  it  enfures  enjoyment  true. 

Fit  felf-efteem,  a  claim  to  rev’rence  due. 

Get  Wifdom  :  in  her  train  the  virtues  fhine. 

Thy  guides,  with  Hope  and  Faith,  to  blifs  divine. 

Get  Wifdom.— -Arduous  aim  ! — Not  hopelefs.  Run* 

Begin.  Half-ended  is  the  race  begun. 

Fleet,  ev’n  at  darting  for  the  victor’s  meed, 

Fly,  the  whole  courfe  is  glowing ;  fleeter  fpeed® 

The  dripling  drone,  for  life  a  driv’ler,  ends 
A  lhame,  a  burthen  to  hiinfelf  and  friends. 

Blank  as  decrepitude  (hall  youth  flit  by, 

Manhood,  unmark’d  by  one  flight  merit,  dye. 

Lo  !  yon  dull  clown,  bends  o’er  his  fork,  demurs, 

Yawns,  liftlefs  eyes  the  gliding  dream,  nordirs* 

But  waits  it’s  gliding  off,  that  gliding  dill 
From  ages,  to  fucceedent  ages  will. 

As  idly  toil  thefe  dolts,  in  chaceas  vain 
Of  air-gilt  bubbles,  pleafure,  grandeur,  gain. 

Ill  does  an  earth-worm’s  offal,  thy  purfuit. 

Bale  worldling,  a  celedial  fpirit  fuit; 

Born  to  hold  commerce  with  it’s  kindred  fkies. 

From  ilrength  to  drength  to  glory  bom  to  rife.— 

41  Who  talks  of  fpirit  ?  All  corporeal  grown, 

44  Each  thinks  of  feeming  now,  of  being  none, 

44  A  brilliant  equipage,  a  modifh  wife, 

44  The  flutter,  noife,  and  outfide  glare  of  life. 

44  In  building,  gard’ning,  fordid  is  the  plan, 

44  Thatfuits  the  rank  and  fortune  of  the  man  ; 

44  Abjedtthe  tade,  that  doops  to  things  of  ufe, 

44  Poor  the  bed-order’d  board,  if  not  profufe.** — - 

Rare  nodrums  thefe,  to  heal  a  fev’rifh  heart ! 

A<51  thou  the  rational,  the  decent  part. 

Which  truth,  pure  nature,  and  religion  trace, 

With  moral  dignity,  with  manly  grace  ; 

Fair  Virtue’s  offspring,  Pleafure,  lovely  ward 
Of  Pleav’n-taught  Wifdom,  fhall  thy  truth  reward, 

With  Grandeur,  Gain,)  unfullied  as  the  ray, 

That  gilds  yon  iky-topt  dome  in  cloudlets  day  ; 
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While  fad’ning  damps,  and  low-born  vapours  drown 
The  revels,  pomp  and  traffic  of  the  town. 

Above  dependence  rais’d  by  gentle  fate, 

Pity  the  Haves,  condemn’d  to  court  the  great, 

They  blufli  to  own.  The  genuine  great  revere, 

Whofe  high  defects  adorn  their  Hated  fphere. 

Be  thine  defects  as  high,  the  gen’rous  aim 
From  man  to  merit,  notfolicit  fame, 

Be  thine  the  triumph’s  of  a  foul  ferene. 

The  fmile  of  Reafon,  and  a  golden  mean. 

Be  thine  the  praife  of  God  :  nor  Hoop  to  rail, 

J.f  humbler  projects  of  ambition  fail. 

Si  Friend,  keep  your  Roman  courtier  Hill  in  light 5 
u  Be  civil,  as  your  text,  to  ears  polite. 

**  Religion !  Wifdom  1  plhaw, — your  fennon  cloys9 

44  A  golden  mean  what  modern  wight  enjoys? 

45  For  hornefpuo  virtues  ranfack  hift’ry  now : 

45  Back  to  young  Rome’s  Didfator,  at  the  plough/’— * 

From  Fafhion’s  taint,  and  diflipadon  free. 

With  fuch  plain  puts  retir’d,  as  *  *  *  *,  and  me,  > 

Shun  random  commerce,  to  refpedt  mankind. 

Keep  found  and  Hrong  thy  native  health  of  mind  : 

The  found  lhall  feek  thee  ;  few,  indeed,  but  fuch9 
As  need  no  caution  to  frequent  too  much  ; 

While  fots  and  foplings  fly  thy  facred  ffiade. 

Nor  Fortune’s  fools  it’s  halcyon  eafe  invade. 


PROSPECT  of  the  AUTHOR  in  the  ExpeHation  of  his  Son’s  Return 

from  School,  at  the  Summer  Vacation., 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 

NOW  flexible  to  good,  thy  tender  bread: 

Receives  her  flamp  of  precepts  pure  imprefs’d. 

From  good  to  better,  to  the  befl  at  length 
I  fee  thy  min4  advance  with  growing  Hrength. 

Fond  Hope  anticipates  the  recent  bloom. 

The  bud,  the  fruit,  of  genial  months  to  come. 

Not  thine  more  wifhful  than  thy  parent’s  eye, 

O’erleaps  the  fpring,  forefees  the  folflice  nigh  ; 

When  Wykeham’s  wholefome  rule  permits  my  boy 
From  labour,  fweeten’d  with  expected  joy, 

To  join  the  dear  domeflic  circle,  gay 
As  imiles  the  feafon  then,  in  bright  array. 

When  dart  thy  glowing  look,  from  face  to  face. 

And  quick  returns  of  heart-felt  rapture  trace, 
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In  each  lov’d  Sifter  note  the  grace  refin’d, 

That  beams  from  an  improv’d,  yet  model!  mind. 
Thefeftiall  a  matchlefs  Mother’s  temper’d  praife, 
And  cenfure,  to  her  own  refembiance  raife  : 
With  eyes  to  thine  uplifted,  ftraining  ftill, 

Thy  Brother  treads  the  bramble-lkirted  hill; 

In  hopes  ere  long  to  climb,  with  hardier  ftride. 
The  laureate  God’s  beft  delegate  his  guide. 


The  SEASON  S  ;  From  the.  French. 

/  •  •  » 

[  An  Original  Communication  .  ] 

«  r  -  r 

STAY  !  Summer  cried,  as  blooming  Spring  withdrew 
44  ("Willing  his  royal  title  to  difown) 

Stay!  for  mankind  have  ne’er  fpoke  well  of  you* 

44  And  how  fhould  I  fare  better  on  the  throne  ? 

Too  hot,  or  cold,  they  always  find  the  air, 

44  And  endlefs  murmurs  our  mifeondudt  breeds  ; 

No,  fuch  impertinence  no  more  I’ll  bear, 

44  Unrivall’d  reign  the  queen  of  fiow’ry  meads.” 

Nay,  faid  the  other,  I’m  exempted  now  ; 

44  Brother,  I  wifh  you  all  the  ivveetsof  fway ; 

When  your  fucceffion  is  fo  clear,  I  vow 
44  I  would  not  wrong  you  of  a  fingle  day.” 

Spring  faid,  and  vanifh’d  on  the  fleeteft  breeze. 

Poor  Summer  fretted,  by  compulfion  king,- 
**  Since  it  is  fo,  he  cried,  I’ll  try  to  pleafe, 

44  Sure  gratitude  mu  ft  from  profufion  fpring.” 

Sudden  the  harvefts  wave  in  living  gold, 

The  grateful  ralb’rry  wide  the  wood  perfumes, 

Lefs  fair  the  pearl  and  ruby  to  behold, 

Than  the  bright  forms  the  goofeberry  a  flumes. 

The  lufeious  peach  in  rich  carnation’s  pride. 

And  finely  rounded  by  Pomona’s  hand. 

Caught  the  frefh  orient  of  a  blufliing  bride. 

Led  to  Love’s  altar  in  a  flowery  band. 

?Twas  ripenefs  all,  and  bloom  of  lovelier  glow 
Than  Fancy  mellows  in  the  poet’s  lays, 

The  park,  the  meadow,  and  the  foreft  fhow 

The  boundlefs  bleffings  of  man’s  halcyion  days. 

Yet  man,  ungrateful,  dares  e’en  now  complain, 

He  fays  the  Zephyrs  fcorch  him  as  they  fly, 

He  fays,  the  niggard  dews  fcarce  kifs  the  plain, 

And  leave  the  fruits  and  languid  flowerets  dry, 

A  t«*  . 
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Alas  !  Erigone  delays  too  long, 

To  fmile  benignant  in  the  pitying  Ikies ; 

When  will  the  vintage  glad  the  rural  throng  ? 

Hope  in  the  panting  bofom,  wearied,  dies* 

Such  the  mad  clamors  of  the  mortal  race, 

When  Autumn  in  his  turn  affum’d  the  fway. 

New  gifts,  new  murmurs*  milder  laws  have  place; 

As  benefits  increafe,  the  bafe  inveigh. 

Till  Heav’n,  fo  long  infuited,  rous’d  to  ire. 

Call’d  forth  the  hofts  of  elemental  ftrife  ; 

Bade  Winter  ravage  with  his  offspring  dire. 

And  bind  in  fetters  what  efcap’d  with  life* 

No  fruits,  no  flowers,  no  fllver-fparkling  rills 
No  foft  receffes  for  the  warbling  train ; 

Scours  the  bleak  tempefl  round  the  lea  fiefs  hills, 

No  fhades  for  fighing  lovers  now  remain. 

Fierce  from  confinement  rufli  the  boiff’rous  cr ew? 

By  Eolus  detain’d  in  gloomy  caves  ; 

Heedlefs  of  nefts,  or  young,  the  branches  flrew? 

In  icy  chains  fufpend  the  harden’d  waves. 

The  flocks,  defponding,  o’er  the  meadows  hie. 

And  Winter’s  havock  humbles  human  pride,, 

While  prayers  of  penitence  would  bribe  the  fky. 

But  to  th*  ungrateful  favour  is  denied. 

Infcrib’d  appear’d  on  an  emerging  pile, 

Though  f  nee  effac’d  by  Time’s  all  conquering  flee! ; 

-■*  Subjects  who  dare  mild  government  revile, 

6i  Deferve  a  tyrant’s  iron  fcourge  to  feel.” 

7* 


SONNET  to  TWILIGHT* 

% 

By  Miss  Helen  Williams. 

[An  Original  Communication,] 

T|  f  EEK  Twilight !  hafte  to  fhroudthe  folar  raya 
jyl  And  bring  the  hour  my  penflve  fpirit  loves ; 

When  o’er  the  hill  is  fhed  a  paler  day, 

That  gives  to  ffillnefs,  and  to  night,  the  groves. 

Ah  !  let  the  gay,  the  rofeate  morning  hail, 

When  in  the  various  blooms  of  light  array'd. 

She  bids  frefh  beauty  live  along  the  vale. 

And  rapture  tremble  in  the  vocal  fhade; 
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Sweet  is  the  lucid  morning’s  op’ning  flower. 

Her  choral  melodies  benignly  rife, 

Yet  dearer  to  my  foul  the  fliadowy  hour, 

At  which  her  bloflbms  clofe,  her  mufic  dies : 
For  then  mild  Nature  while  Ihe  droops  her  head. 
Wakes  the  foft  tear  ’tis  luxury  to  fhed. 


SONNET  to  EXPRESSION. 

By  the  fame  Lady. 

[An  Original  Communication.] 

Expression,  child  of  foul!  1  love  to  trace 

Thy  ftrong  enchantments,  when  the  poet’s  lyre. 

The  painter’s  pencil,  catch  the  vivid  fire, 

And  beauty  wakes  for  thee  each  touching  grace! 

But  from  my  frighted  gaze  thy  form  avert, 

When  horror  chills  thy  tear,  thy  ardent  figh. 

When  frenzy  rolls  in  thy  impaffion’d  eye. 

Or  guilt  lives  fearful  at  thv  troubled  heart : 

Nor  ever  let  my  fhudd’ring  fancy  hear 
The  wailing  groan,  or  view  the  pallid  look 
Of  him  the  Mules  lov’d  *,  when  hope  forfook. 

His  fpirit,  vainly  to  the  Mufes  dear — 

For  charm’d  with  heav’nly  fong,  this  bleeding  bread: 

Mourns  it  could  fliarpen  ill,  and  give  defpair  no  reft4! 


*  Chatterton, 
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DOMESTIC  LITERATURE, 

Of  the  Year  1783. 


T  N  recording  the  divinity  of  the 
I  year,  as  we  fhali  begin  with  what 
has  a  reference  to  the  evidence  of 
Revelation,  and  thence  rife  to  the 
particular  doHrmes  of  Chriftianity, 
the  fir  ft  object  that  prefents  itfelf, 
and  which  on  its  own  account  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  deferring  of  regard,  is, 
Mr,  Farmer’s  “  General  Pre¬ 
valence  of  the  Worihip  of  Human 
Spirits,  in  the  Ancient  Heathen 
Nations,  afferted  and  proved.2’  The 
reputation  of  this  gentleman,  who 
in  thofe  departments  of  literature 
to  which  he  hath  applied  himfelf,  is 
undoubtedly  the  moil  learned  of  the 
prefent  race  of  the  diffenting  clergy, 
is  not  new  to  the  public.  He  has 
heretofore  been  diftinguifhed  by 
works  of  uncommon  ingenuity,  and 
which,  at  the  fame  time,  m an i left 
his  profound  knowledge  of  the  writ¬ 
ers  of  antiquity.  The  treaufes1  we 
refer  to,  are  on  our  Lord’s  Tempta¬ 
tion,  on  Miracles,  and  on  the  Demo* 
niacs.  The  book  which  Mr.  Farmer 
hath  written  concerning  Miracles, 
is,  in  our  opinion,  the  mod  judici¬ 
ous  and  made  fly  production  that 
hath  ever  appeared  on  that  import¬ 
ant  fubjeft.  The  prefent  perform¬ 
ance  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  great 
defign  which  the  author  has  in  view, 
ami  which  we  fincerely  wifh  that  he 
may  live  to  fee  completed.  What 


he  propofes  is,  i.  To  fhew  the  ge¬ 
neral  ^prevalence  of  the  worfliip 
of  human  fpirits  in  the  ancient 
heathen  world.  2.  To  enquire 
into  the  grounds  of  this  and  every 
other  fpecies  of  idolatry,  or  into  the 
principles  upon  which  the  whole 
fyftem  of  polytheifm  was  built.  3. 
To  confider  the  high  antiquity  of 
idolatry,  and  more  efpecially  of  that 
fpecies  of  it,  the  worfliip  of  human 
gods.  And,  4.  To  examine  how 
tar  the  reprefen tation  of  the  pagan 
gods,  in  Scripture,  agrees  with 
that  made  of  them  in  the  writing's 
of  the  heathens  ;  or,  how  far  the 
two  accounts  mutually  5 11  u  fir  ate 
and  confirm  each  other.  It  is  the 
firft  of  thefe  articles  alone  which  is 
the  fubjeH  of  the  publication  before 
us ;  and  it  is  eftablifned  upon  evi¬ 
dence  independent  of  the  refi ;  fo 
that  it  may  fitly  be  regarded  as  a 
diftinH  treatife,  fuch  as  might  have 
been  publifhed  by  itfelf,  though  no 
other  were  to  follow.  The  others, 
however,  are  in  a  fiate  of  great 
preparation  for  the  prefs.  In  the 
management  of  the  queftion  here 
undertaken,  Mr.  Farmer  proves, 
firft,  from  the  teftimonies  of  the 
heathens,  that  human  fpirits  were 
worfiiipped  in  the  nations  ufu ally- 
accounted  barbarous  \  and  fecondly, 
that  they  were  worfiiipped  in  the 

nations 
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nations  poliflied  by  learning  ;  after 
which,  in  the  third  place,  he  con¬ 
firms  the  fame  doctrine  by  a  variety 
of  general  proofs,  drawn  from  tefti- 
inonies  and  faffs.  The  point  is 
maintained  with  an  uncommon  ex¬ 
tent  of  learning,  and  with  much 
judicious  criticifm.  Befides  tefti- 
fying  to  the  excellence  of  the  work 
itfelf,  we  mu  ft  not  pafs  over  the 
introduction,  which  difblavs  the 
advantages  arifing  from  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  pagan  idolatry, 
and  contains  fome  curious  obferva- 
tions  on  the  meaning  of  the  word 
death,  in  the  Old  Teftament.  Our 
author’s  fentiments  upon  this  head 
differ  materially  from  thofe  which 
have  lately  been  advanced  by  bifhop 
Law,  Dr.  Prieftley,  Mr.  Arch-Dea¬ 
con  Blackburne,  and  other  writers. 
Mr.  Farmer,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  volume,  hath  made  fome 
candid  ftridtures  on  Bryant’s  Analv- 

J  o  j 

iis.  Another  author,  who  is  often 
mentioned,  is  not  treated  with  the 
fame  gentlenefs ;  nor,  indeed,  had 
he  any  reafon  to  expedt  it.  The 
perfon  we  mean  is  Mr.  Fell,  a 
diflenting  minifter  in  Effex,  a  man 
not  deftitute  of  abilities,  but  whpfe 
learning  is  only  of  the  fecond  rate  ; 
and  who,  in  a  treatiie  entitled 
“  Demoniacs,”  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Farmer’s  book  on  the  fame  fubjedt, 
hath  manifefteda  bigotry  and  malig¬ 
nity  of  fpirit  highly  to  be  blamed. 
But  however  ju If ly  he  hath  expofed 
himfelf  to  cenfure,  we  are  lorry 
that  he  has  been  made  fo  much  the 
objedt  of  our  author’s  attention; 
and  fliould  have  been  pleafed  to  have 
feen  him  exercife  lefs  lenfibility 
with  regard  to  the  attacks  of  a  wri¬ 
ter,  over  whom  he  poftefi’es,  in  every 
refpeft,  the  moil  decided  fuperior- 
ity. 

Mr.  Boyle’s  Ledture  hath  long 
been  celebrated,  and  has  given  birth 
to  nobler  defences  of  revelation 

Q 


LITERATURE. 

than,  perhaps,  any  country  in  the 
world  has  produced  Of  late 
years,  the  fubjedt  being  much  ex- 
haufted,  and  the  curiohty  of  the 
public  having  been  directed  to  other 
objedis,  the  fpirit  of  the  inftitution, 
and  the  regard  paid  to  it,  feem  to 
be  greatly  on  the  decline.  Hence,  for 
fome  time  pad:,  the  lectures  have  not 
always  been  printed;  and,  when 
they  have  been  printed,  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  excited  the  attention 
which  their  merit  probably  deferred. 
Some  of  the  preachers  have,  alfo, 
thought  proper  not  to  publifh  their 
twenty-four  fermons  in  the  mode  in 
which  they  were  originally  deliver¬ 
ed,  but  have  reduced  them  to  a  more 
compendious  form.  This  is  the 
cafe  with  Mr.  Williamfon,  in  his 
‘4  Argument  for  the  Chriftian  Religi¬ 
on;  drawn  from  a  cqmparifoii  of 
revelation  with  the  natural  operati¬ 
ons  of  the  human  mind  ;”  which 
contains  only  the  fubftance  of  his 

j  s  ^ 

three  years  courfe  ot  lectures.  In 
this  tradt,  which  is  divided  into  four1 
books,  the  author  conliders,  in  the 
fit  ft  place,  the  rife  and  prog  refs  of 
thofe  religious  opinions  which  feem 
natural  to  all  mankind  ;  fecond  ly,- 
enquires  into  the  general  revealed 
charadler  of  God,  and  the  real, 
pofitive,  prefent,  and  temporal  ad¬ 
vantages  we  enjoy  by  being  under 
the  protection,  though  fubjedt  to 
the  government,  and  left  to  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  difpofal  of  our  Creator ; 
thirdly,  treats  upon  learned  preju¬ 
dice,  and  the  atheiftical  fyftems 
which  this  kind  ot  prejudice  appears 
calculated  tofupport;  and  fourthly, 
exhibits  a  general  view  of  the  evi- 
dence  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  It 
is  manifeft,  from  this  account  of  Mr. 
Williamfon’s  plan,  that  his  defign 
leads  him  to  abftradted  enquiries, 
and  affords  room  for  fpeculations 
concerning  which  there  will  be  a 
diverfity  of  opinions.  However, 

every 
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every  method  of  confidering  a  fub- 
jedt  of  fuch  vail  importance,  can¬ 
not  fail  of  being  ufeful,  as  it  adds 
to  the  general  mats  of  evidence  in 
fupport  of  revelation.  The  la  ft 
part  of  our  author’s  treatife  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  the  moft  acceptable  and 
advantageous  to  the  common  clafs  of 

O 

readers, 

Mr.  Rennet’s  44  Divine  Revela¬ 
tion  impartial  and  univerfal,5’  en¬ 
deavours  to  remove  an  objection  to 
Chriftianity  which  many  perfons 
have  beheld  in  a  formidable  light. 
As  to  ourfelves,  we  do  not  regard 
it  in  that  view.  The  queftion  con¬ 
cerning  the  truth  of  the  Goipel  is  a 
queftion  of  raft  ;  and  if  the  fact  is 
eftabli filed  upon  positive  and  con¬ 
vincing  evidence,  this  evidence  can- 
not  be  overturned  by  a  priori  rea* 
fonings  concerning  the  time  in 
which  our  holy  religion  was  com¬ 
municated,  or  the  extent  with  which 
it  has  been  ditfufed  in  the  world.  It 
is,  however,  highly  proper  to  fug- 
geft  every  coniideration  which  may 
tend  to  elucidate  the  wifcom  and 
noodiicf,  of  the  divine  difpenfations. 
Such  is  the  ueiign  of  Mr,  Benilet 
with  refpedt  to  the  objeT  of  his  par¬ 
ticular  enquiry,  and,  whilfthe  hath 
treated  upon  it  with  liberality  and 
candour,  he  hath  alle,dged  many 
things  that  will  be  found  deferving 
notice.  His  iblutions  of  the  difficulty 
he  hath  undertaken  to  anfvver,  may 
not,  perhaps,  in  every  part  of  them, 
appear  equally  fatisfaTory  to  every 
mind.  What  he  faith,  for  inftance, 
concerning  the  liberty  of  the  human 
will,  and  his  thence  accounting  for 
the  want  of  an  actual  universality 
in  the  diffuih  n.  of  revelation,  will 
not  be  admitted  by  forne  of^  the 
hardy  tnetaphvficiaus  of  the  prefbnt 
age.  As  we  fuppoie  our  author  to  be 
a  young  man,  and  therefore  capable 
of  improvement,  he  will  permit  us 
to  hope,  that,  as  he  advances  in 
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life,  he  will  become  more  clofe  and 
compact  in  his  publications. 

What  we  have  faid  concerning 
Mr.  Bennet,  may,  perhaps,  in 
forne  meafure,  be  applied  to  Mr* 
Sneyd,  who  hath  written  44  a  Letter 
to  Dr.  Toulmiu,  M.  D.  relative 
to  his  Book  on  the  A  iniquity  of  the 
World. ”  When  we  give  it  as  our 
opinion,  that  Mr*  Sneyd  will  pro¬ 
bably  hereafter  rife  to  greater  excel¬ 
lence  in  point  of  accuracy  and  depth 
of  reafoning,  we  do  not  mean  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  prefent  performance* 
He  hath  expofed,  with  juftice  and 
with  fpirit,  the  arrogance  of  Dr. 
Toulmin  ;  and  in  feveral  refpeTs, 
his  arguments  are  highly  fat  is  fa -To¬ 
ry.  We  are  pleafed  to  fee  that  one 
of  the  moft  contemptible,  but,  at 
the  lame  time,  one  of  the  moft  im¬ 
pudent  atheiftical  writers  that  ever- 
appeared  in  the  world  hath  here 
received  a  due  c  alligation. 

Dr,  Ogilvie’s  44  Inquiry  into  the 
Caines  of  the  Infidelity  and  Scepti- 
cifm'of  the  times.,7’  is  the  production 
of  a  gentleman  who  is  already  known 
to  the  public  in  various  forms  of  lite¬ 
rary  compofition.  He  made  an  ear¬ 
ly  appearance  as  a  poet,  and  his 
firft  performance  in  that  way,  which 
was  on  the  Laft  Judgment,  rai fed  ex¬ 
pectations  of  great  future  excellence. 
To  what  ever  caufes  it  may  be 
aferibed,  it  is  certain  that  his  fubfe- 
quent  efforts  in  the  poetical  line 
have  not  been  equally  popular. 
His  genius  we  think,  is  unquestion¬ 
able;  but  it  feems  to  have  been 
obfeuredby  a  want  of  perfpicuity 
in  compofttion  ;  and,  perhaps,  • 
forne  degree  of  affectation.  The 
fame  circumftances  more  vifibly 
contributed  to  lefien  the  favourable 
reception  of  our  author’s  Treat! fe 
upon  Oratory.  Concerning  his  fer¬ 
mions,  a  volume  of  which  we  believe 
he  publifhed  forne  years  ago,  we  are 
not  able  to  (peak*  as  they  have  not 
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pened  to  fall  into  our  bands.  In 
the  work  before  us,  Dr.  Ogilvie 
has  again  appeared  in  the  world  as 
a  Divine^  and  the  fubjedt  he  has 
'choten,  which  is  of  great  import¬ 
ance,  hath  not  been  fo  didindtlv  and 
fully  confidered  before.  The  prin 
cipal  caufes  adigned  by  him  of  the 
infidelity  and  feepticilim  of  the  pfe- 
fent  times,  are  i.  A  love  of  Angula¬ 
rity,  or  an  inordinate  defire  to  ex- 
tradt  novelty  from  every  fubjedt  and  i n 
particular  from  points  which  have 
been  formerly  canvaffed.  2. A  propen- 
fity  to  rejedt  whatever  bears  the  damp 
of  vulgarity,  and  to  conform  our  prin¬ 
ciples,  ill  the  lameman  ner  as  our  drefs, 
to  the  prevailing  fade  and  faihion  of 
the  times.  3.  A  defire  of  imitating  the 
manners  of  men,  whom  we  have  been 
taught  to  edeem  very  highly,  and  of 
appearing  to  a^opt  their  opinions.  4. 
Our  natural  inclination  to  rejedt 
thofe  tenets  as  falfe,  td  which  our 
addons  are  irreconcileable,  and  to 
adopt  the  contrary.  And  c;.  Cer¬ 
tain  charges  of  a  very  dangerous 
tendency,  refpedting  either  the  ge¬ 
neral  fc-heme  of  chriftianity,  or  its 
peculiar  dodtrines,  the  nature  of  its 
evidences,  or  the  charadler  of  its 
teachers  ;  of  which  the  cffedt  is 
heightened,  m  the  writings  of  its 
adverfaries,  by  all  the  arts  of  plau- 
iible  reafoning,  infinuation,  ridi¬ 
cule,  and  abufe.  In  di  feu  fling 
thefe  topics,  the  author  is  naturally 
led  to  make  a  variety  of  drictures 
on  thofe  writers  who  have  fhewn 
themfelves  hosdile  to  the  caufe  of  re¬ 
velation.  Herbert,  Shaftefbury, 
Bolingbroke,  Hume,  Gibbon,  and 
Toulmin  are  the  principal  objedts  of 
his  remarks  ;  and  he  exerts  hirnfelf, 
with  a  laudable  indudry,  and  with 
an  ability  deferving  of  attention, 
to  efface  the  evil  impreiilons  which 
thefe  fceptical  gentlemen  may  have 
made,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  holy 
religion.  On  the  whole,  though  we 


think  ourfelves  obliged  to  fay,  that 
the  manner  of  Dr.  Ogilvie’s  compo- 
lition  is  not  exactly  adapted  to  our 
own  tafte  and  wifhes,  we  do  not, 
intend  by  this  a  den  ion,  to  detract 
from  the  general  excellence  of  his 
“  Inquiry,”  which  is  an  elaborate 
work,  and  cannot  tail,  if  careful¬ 
ly  perilled,  to  be  of  confiderabb 
utility. 

With  refpedt  to  Mrs.  Trimmer’s 

Sacred  Hidory,  feledted  from 
the  Scripture,  with  Annotations  and 
Reficdtions,”  it  is  fufficient  to  fay, 
that  the  fecond,  third,  and  fourth 
volumes  are  now  publiihed,  and  that 
they  are  carried  on  with  all  that 
ability,  and  dtnefs  to  convey  the 
mod  important  indrudtkm  to  younger 
minds,  which  were  difplayed  by 
this  lady  in  the  fird  part  other  un¬ 
dertaking.  She  has  gone  through 
theOld  Tedamcnt,  and  means,  in  due 
time,  to  go  through  the  New  Telia- 
merit,  in  the  fame  manner.  We 
cannot  help  adding,  that  there  are 
probably  many  perfons  -arrived  to 
years  of  maturity  who  might  receive 
no  fmali  degree  of  improvement  from 
Mrstf  Trimmer’s  publications. 

In  the  New  Annual  Regider  for 
1781,  we  gave  an  account  of  the 
drib  part  of  Mr.  Taylor’s  “  Thoughts 
on  the  Nature  of  the  grand  Apodacy 
of  the  Chrrdian  Churches,  foretold 
by  the  Apodles  $”  and  paid  a  proper 
tedimony  of  refpedt  to  the  author’s 
uncommon  abilities,  ingenuity,  and 
learning.  The  like  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  is  due  to  his  “  Farther 
Thoughts” on  thefamefubjedt.  This 
tradt  contains  obfervations  on  'the  laws 
againft  herefy,  the  fubfeription  to 
articles  of  human  compofition,- and 
other  topics  of  the  utmod  import¬ 
ance  to  the  religion  of  proteftants, 
and  of  Chridianity  in  general* 
Though  thefe  topics  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  di feuded,  Mr.  Taylor  hat 
thrown  new  light  upon  them  ;  and 

hath 
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hath  fully  proved,  that  all  the 
churches,  both  in  the  Eaft,  and  in 
Weil,  have  been  corrupted;  and 
that  the  genuine  faith  which  was 
built  upon  truth,  the  teftimonv  of 
tefus,  the  commandments  of  God, 
the  apoilles  and  prophets,  has  iur- 
fered  an  apoftacy  from  its  original 
and  divine  ftandard,  by  joining  to 
them  the  commandments  of  men. 
The  liberal  and  mafterly  way  in 
which  this  work  is  written  is  fuch  as 
might  be  expected  from  a  man  who 
is,  perhaps,  the  able(t  divine  the 
church  of  England  has  to  boaft  of 
in  the  p refen t  day. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mr,  Far¬ 
mer,  in  his  elaborate  Treatife  on 
the  Demoniacs,  publifned  with¬ 
in  thefe  few  years,  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deftroy  the  doctrine  of 
real  polfeffions.  Mr.  Barker,  with 
modefty  and  candour,  in  a  tract, 
entitled,  4t  The  Nature  and  Circum- 
itances  of  the  Demoniacs  in  the  Gof- 
pels,  flared,  methodized,  and  con- 
iidered  in  the  feveral  Particulars*’* 
has  fuftaincd  a  different  opinion. 
Several  of  his  arguments  merit  con- 
fideration,  andelpeciaily  that  which 
is  drawn  from  the  clearnefs  and  o~ 
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pennefs  wherewith  the  perfons  pof- 
felfed  affertedthe  Meffiahfhip  of  Je- 
fus.  Though  many  of  the  jews 
did  at  times  f peak  of  Chrift  as  a  great 
prophet,  yet  their  notions  of  him 
were  very  various  ;  fome  fuppofing 
him  to  be  John  the  Baptift  rifen  a- 
gain;  fome  Elijah,  others  Jeremiah* 
or  one  of  the  old  prophets*  But 
with  the  demoniacs  it  is  no  fuch 
thing;  they  are  all  exactly  in  the 
fame  ftory  :  thou  art  the  Mcffiah, 
the  Son,  the  holy  one  of  GodT  W e 
acknowledge  that  Mr.  Farmer’s 
work,  when  we  read  it,  carried  con¬ 
viction  to  our  minds  011  his  fide  of 
the  queftion.  However,  what  can 
bealledged  on  the  other  fide,  is  en¬ 
titled  to  a  fair  and  ctifpaflionate  ex¬ 


amination  ;  and  upon  a  point  fo 
nice  and  difficult  as  thatbefoie  us$ 
the  wifeft  and  the  bell  men  may  be 
expc&ed  to  entertain  a  diverfity  of 
opinion.  Nor  can  a  diversity  of  opi¬ 
nion  be  of  any  prejudice,  fo  long  as 
it  is  accompanied  with  that  tem¬ 
per  and  moderation  of  which  Mr* 
Barker  hath  afforded  an  amiable 
example. 

Though  Dr.  Bell’s  admirable 
Treatife  on  the  Lord’s  Supper,  may 
feem  to  have  rendered  all  farther 
publications  upon  the  i abject  alnlolt 
neediefs,  at  leaf!  for  a  time,  we  are, 
nevertheless,  '  indebted  to  thole 
who  carry  on  the  fame  ufeful  defign* 
by  endeavour!  n  g  to  propagate  rational 
and  fcriptural  views  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  ,  This  is  the  cafe  with  Mr. 
Temple,  whole  Two  Difcourfes  upon 
the  ordinance  al-e  conformable  to 
the  juft  fentiments  which  have  been 
entertained  concerning  it  by  liberal 
divines.  His  interpretations  of  the 
texts  of  feripture  are  ftipported  by 
judicious  criticifm  ;  and,  in  this 
work,  the  author  hath  added  to  the 
reputation  which  he  had  already 
gained  by  other  valuable  perform¬ 
ances. 

Of  Dr.  Difney’s  Keafons  for 
refigning  the  Recftory  of  Panton  and 
Vicarage  of  Sw inderby,  in  Lincoln-* 
(hire,”  and  quitdhg  the  church  of 
England,  it  is  only  neceflary  to  fay, 
that  they  come  from  a  tnoft  worthy 
man,  who  has  explained  the  pro* 
grefs  of  his  own  mind,  -and  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  hath  a  Red, 
with  the  greateft  fimplicitV  and 
candour.  Even  thofe  who  differ 
from  him  in  opinion  will  applaud 
the  motives  of  his  conduc'd,  and  o* 
thers  will  give  their  approbation  t© 
the  principles  he  hath  embraced. 
We  believe,  too,  that  many  fin  cere 
friends  of  the  church  of  England 
will  regret  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  upA 
right  and  valuable  member. 

P  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Lindfey,  who,  feveral  years 
fince,  exhibited  the  lame  example 
ot  integrity,  and  who  hath  ailb- 
ciated  Dr.  Difney  with  himfelf  in 
his  own  congregation,  hath  added 
another  large  work  to  thole  he  has  al¬ 
ready  pubhfhed  on  the  fubjedt  which 
he  has  fo  much  at  heart.  The  title 
of  it  is,  44  An  Hiftorical  View  of  the 
State  of  the  Unitarian  Dodlrine  and 
Worfhip,  from  the  Reformation  to 
our  own  Times  :  with  fome  Account 
of  the  Obftrudtions  which  it  has  met 
with  at  different  Periods.”  This 
performance  contains  a  variety  of 
biographical  as  well  of  religious  in¬ 
formation  ;  and  is  written  with  all 
that  regard  to  truth,  and  that  in¬ 
genuity  of  mind  for  which  the  au¬ 
thor  is  eminently  diftinguifhed.  He 
is  not  one  of  thofe  who  can  fee  no 
error  in  the  men  with  whom  he  con¬ 
curs  in  fpeculative  opinion,  or  who 
will  apologize  for  their  wrong  con- 
dudt.  This  he  hath  particularly 
fhewn  with  regard  to  Socinus,  whole 
intolerant  principles  and  practices  are 
related  at  large,  and  freely  and  fully 
expofed.  The  perfons  in  our  own 
country  who  are  the  principal  ob¬ 
jects  of  Mr.  Lindiey’s  notice,  are 
Mr.  John  Biddle,  Mr.  Thomas  Fir- 
mi  n,  Mr.  Emlyn,  Mr.  Whiffon, 
Dr.  Samuel  Clarke,  bifhop  Hoadly, 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  Mr.  Tucker,  Dr. 
Robertfon,  Dr.  John  Jebb,  Dr. 
Chambers,  Mr.  Tyrrwhit  ofjefus 
College,  Cambridge,  Mr.  Evanfon, 
Mr.  Maty,  Mr.  Harries,  and  Dr. 
Difney.  If  our  author  had  been 
more  accurately  and  copioufly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Urate  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Diffenters  for  the  laft  fixty 
years,  he  might  have  enlarged  the 
account  which  he  has  given  of  Enp*- 
lifli  Unitarians.  Thofe  who  do  not 
agree  in  fentiment  with  Mr.  Lind¬ 
fey,  will  be  pleafed  with  the  hiflo- 
xical  knowledge  communicated  by 
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him  ;  and  it  will  be  their  own  fault 
if  they  are  not  edified  by  the  piety 
and  candour  with  which  he  writes. 

Jt  was  not  likely  that  fo  capital  a 
work  as  Dr.  Prieftley’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Corruptions  of  Chriflianity  fhould 
be  fullered  to  pafs  without  notice. 
The  freedom  with  which  he  attack¬ 
ed  the  Trinity,  might  be  expedted, 
among  other  objedts,  to  excite  an 
alarm  ;  and  efpecially  his  boldnefs 
in  aflerting,  that  the  dodlrine  of  the 
pre-exiftence  of  our  Saviour,  was 
not  the  dodlrine  of  the  primitive 
Chriftians.  Jn  this  opinion,  many 
did  not  concur  with  him,  who,  in 
general,  were  highly  pleafed  with 
his  performance.  The  dodtors  po- 
fitions  could  not  fail  of  being  par¬ 
ticularly  offenfive  tothofe  who  main-- 
tain  the  prevailing,  and,  indeed, 
the  eftablifhed  fyftem  concerning 
the  divinity  of  Chrift  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  he  has  been  called  to  an  ac¬ 
count  by  a  gentleman  of  no  fmall 
note  in  the  world  of  letters,  and 
who,  at  the  fame  time,  is  a  digni¬ 
tary  of  the  church.  Dr.  Horfley, 
archdeacon  of  St.  Alban’s,  in  "a 
charge  delivered  to  the  clergy  of  the 
arch-deaconry,  hath  taken  up  the 
matter  in  a  llrong  and  firm  tone. 
Whilft  he  pays  a  due  regard  to  Dr. 
Prieftley’s  perfonal  charadler,  and 
is  fenfible  of  his  abilities,  he  zea- 
loufly  controverts  the  propofitions 
advanced  by  him,  and  afferts,  that 
“  They  reft  upon  precarious  affump- 
tions,  perverted  hiftory,  and  mrf- 
conftrued  and  mifapplied  quota¬ 
tions.”  In  fupporting  his  argu¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Horlley  difplays  an  en¬ 
ergetic  mind,  a  conftderable  portion 
of  learning,  and  a  full  confidence 
in  his  own  caufe.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  writings  of  bifhop  Bull, 
may  have  afforded  fome  affiftance  to 
the  archdeacon  in  his  defence  of 
the  orthodox  dodlrine  of  the  Tri- 

nity? 
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tfity,  or  rather  of  the  divinity  of 
our  Saviour ;  for  that  of  the  Holy 
Spirits  fee  ms  to  have  been  pretty 
much  forgotten  in  the  late  contro¬ 
versies , 

A  iefs  celebrated  opponent  would 
have  excited  the  attention  of  Dr. 
Prieilley,  who  wifhes  to  have  every 
important  fubjed  examined  to  the 
bottom,  that  at  length  the  truth  may 
be  firmlv  eilabliihed.  Accordingly, 
it  was  not  long  before  there  appeared 
his  “  Letters  to  Dr.  Horfley,  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  Animadverlions  on  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Corruptions  of  Chrif- 
tianity  :  with  additional  Evidence 
that  the  primitive  Chriltian  Church 
was  Unitarian. ”  The  principal  points 
which  occur  in  thefe  Letters  are, 
the  argument  from  the  writings  of 
the  apoiUes  and  apoftolical  fathers  ; 
the  diftindion  between  the  Ehioni- 
tes  and  the  Nazarenes  ;  that  the 
primitive  Unitarians  were  not  con- 
lldered  as  heretics  ;  the  inference 
that  may  be  drawn  from  a  paffage  of 
Athanalius,  concerning  the  opinion 
of  the  early  Jewifh  Chriftians  re¬ 
lating  to  Chriil  ;  an  argument  for 
the  late  origin  or  the  dodrine  of  the 
divinity  of  Chriil,  from  the  difficul¬ 
ty  of  tracing  the  time  in  which  it 
was  firit  divulged  ;  the  perfonifica- 
tion  of  thd  Logos  :  and  feme  gene¬ 
ral  confiderations  relating  to  the 
dodrine  of  the  Trinity.  Upon  all 
thefe  topics,  and  upon  others  which 
the  controverfy  prefented,  Dr.Prieft- 
ley  hath  difplayed  his  ufual  ability 
and  acutenefs  j  and  the  argument  in 
his  fifth  letter,  taken  from  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  tracing  the  time  in  which 
the  doctrine  of  the  divinity  of  our 
Lord  was  fir  ft  divulged,  is  uncom¬ 
monly  ingenious  andftriking.  The 
dodor’s  zeal  ir.  this  matter  hath  not 
given  any  afperity  to  his  mode  of 
writing.  He  hath  carried  on  the 
Rebate  in  the  molt  amicable  man¬ 


ner,  and  treated  Dr.  Horfley  with 
the  greatefl  refped.  The  coniider- 
ation  of  the  archdeacon  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s  reply  belongs  to  the  year 
1784. 

Dr.  Horfley  is  not  the  only  anta- 
gonift  with  whom  Dr.  Prieilley  has 
had  to  contend.  The  perfon  who 
gave  an  account,  in  the  Monthly 
Review,  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Cor¬ 
ruptions  of  Chriftianity,  entered  in¬ 
to  the  fubjed  with  fo  much  zeal,  and 
was  fo  greatly  diffiuislied  with  the 
doctor’s  reprefenrations  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  early  Chriftians,  with 
regard  to  the  pre-exiftence  of  our 
Lord,  that,  in  remarking  upon  thefe 
reprefen  rations,  he  feemed  rather  to 
fuftain  the  charader  of  a  dired  ad- 
verfary  than  that  of  a  reviewer. 
The  article  was  written  with  fpirit 
and  learning ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  there  was  a  kind  of  a  trium¬ 
phant  petulance  in  it,  which  is  no 
neceffary  part  of  the  duty  of  a  lite¬ 
rary  journalift.  A  paffage  in  Juf- 
tin  Martyr,  which  Dr.  Prieilley  was 
fuppofed  not  to  have  rightly  trans¬ 
lated,  and  to  have  converted  more 
to  the  purpofe  of  his  hypothefis 
than  it  deferred,  became  the  objed 
of  extraordinary  attention  and  dif- 
cuffion  ;  indeed,  of  greater  attention 
and  difeuffion  than  the  fentence  it- 
l'elf  could  be  entitled  to,  and  which, 
after  all,  is  of  doubtful  interpreta¬ 
tion.  The  weight  of  the  general 
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controverfy  doth  not  reft  upon  it, 
though,  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  rendered,  it  may  be  of 
more  or  lefts  confequence  in  the 
queftion  under  debate.  The  refult 
of  the  reviewer’s  attack,  was  46  A 
Reply  to  the  Animadverlions  on  tli£ 
Hiftory  of  the  Corruptions  of  Chrift- 
tianity,  in  the  Monthly  Review  for 
June,  1783  ;  with  additional  Ob- 
ftervations  relating  to  the  Dodrine  of 
the  Primitive  Church,  concerning 
P  3  the 
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the  perfon  of  Chrift. In  this  Re¬ 
ply,  Dr.  Prieftley  has  vindicated  the 
lenfe  he  had  alfigned  to  the  pa  11  age 
of  Juftin  Martyr,  and  infilled  upon 
other  points  in  which  he  thought 
that  the  journal'll!  had  been  guilty 
of  milVep  refen  tat  ion,  or  defective  in 
his  arguments. 

Dr.  Prieftley  was  not  the  only  per¬ 
fon  who  appeared  in  anfvver  to  the 
reviewer.  A  particular  friend  of  the 
dodlor  undertook  his  caufe,  in  a 
fmall  pamphlet,  entitled,  “.Re¬ 
marks,  in  Vindication  of  Dr.  Prieft¬ 
ley  on  that  article  of  the  Monthly 
Review,  for  June  1783,  which  re¬ 
lates  to  the  firlt  part  of  Dr.  Prlell- 
ley’s  Hi  (lory  of  the  Corruptions  of 
Ch  1  iflianity Though  thefe  Re¬ 
marks  were  written  in  halle,  and 
Teem  to  have  been  fcarcely  intended 
for  publication,  they  were  evident¬ 
ly  the  production  of  an  ingenious 
man,  and  a  gopd  fcbolar.  One  or 
two  incidental  mi  flakes  could  not 
detra&  from  this  chara&er  ;  and  wg 
have  known  men  who  value  tbem- 
felves  the  moll  highly  on  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Greek  tongue,  that  have 
fallen  into  equal  miftakes.  That 
language  is  fo  copious,  and  (may 
we  be  permitted  to  fay  it  ?)  in  feme 
inilances,  lb  vague  and  indetermi¬ 
nate,  that  the  proudeil  critics  will 
jind  themfelves  at  variance,  when 
they  pretend  to  afeertain  its  precife 
meaning,  efpecially  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  tenfes.  Both  Dr.  Prieft¬ 
ley ’s  Animadverlions  and  his  friend’s 
'Remarks  received  fuch  large  and  fpe- 
cific  anfwers  in  the  Monthly  Re¬ 
view,  ap  were  judged  to  be  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  nature  of  that  journal  ; 
and,  on  this  account  they  gave  dif- 
iatisfadlion  to  many  judicious  and 
impartial  men,  who  agreed  in  fen- 
timent  with  the  Periodical  Critic,  and 
admired  his  abilities  and  literature. 
|t  was,  in  fa£l,  taking  the  undue  #d- 
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vantage  of  a  particular  fituarion,  to 
publilh  what  ought  to  have  appear¬ 
ed  in  feparate  pamphlets. 

The  “  Attempt  to  explain  certain 
paftages  of  Scripture  generally  mif- 
imderftood,’*  is  the  performance  of 
a  writer  whofe  aim  it  is  to  promote 
rational  opinions  in  theology.  With 
this  view,  he  confiders  feveral  of 
the  phrafes  in  the  New  Teftament, 
that  have  been  mifapplied  by 
the  rigid  Calvinifts,  and  endeavours 
to  affion  that  fi unification  to  them 
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which  truth  preferibes,  and  is  con¬ 
fident  with  reafon.  He  does  rhg 
fame  with  regard  to  fome  texts 
which  have  been  fuppofed  to  favour 
the  divinity  of  Chrift.  The  trad! 
we  are  fpeaking  of,  fee  ms  deligned 
for  the  benefit  only  of  common 
Chriftians,  apd  does  not  pretend  to 
convey  any  new  light  to  thole  who 
are  already  acquainted  with  the  molt 
judicious  critics. 

Dr.  Prieftley ’s  “  Forms  of  Pray-> 
er,  and  Offices  for  -the  life  of 
Unitarian  Societies, ”  afford  a  trefli 
teftimony  of  his  zealous  efforts  in 
the  caufe  for  which  he  is  fo  much 
concerned.  In  the  introduction,  he 
urges  the  realbns  why  it  is  defircable 
that  in  places  where  there  are  only 
a  few  Unitarians,  who  cannot  main¬ 
tain  an  educated  and  regular  preach¬ 
er,  they  fhould,  notvvith {fan ding, 
meet  together  among  themfelves, 
and  conduct  divine  worfhip  in  the 
way  which  is  agreeable  to  their  own 
fentiments.  Toaftift  them  in  form* 
ing  focieties  upon  this  plan,  and  to 
enable  them  to  go  on  without  a, 
learned  miniftry,  is  the  objedlofthe 
prefent  publication,  It  contains 
forms  for  the  fervice  of  the  LorcPs 
Day,  and  for  particular  occalions  t 
together  with  offices  for  infant  bap- 
tifin,  adult  baptifm,  and  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Other 
forms,  which  are  necellary  on  ex» 

traordinary 
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traordinary  occafions,  are  not  for¬ 
gotten.  The  prayer  taken  from 
bifnop  Hoadly,  though  uncommon¬ 
ly  excellent,  is  rather  too  long  for 
a  (ingle  fervice.  The  work  before  us 
is  well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  end 
which  the  author  has  in  view.  We 
know  not  whether  the  fcherne  here 
propofed  is  likely  to  be  adopted  in 
any  conliderable  number  of  in- 
fiances,  but  it  is  not  without  exam¬ 
ple  ;  for  a  foeiety  of  this  kind  has 
been  formed  at  Montrole,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  by  Mr.  William  Chriflie  ju¬ 
nior,  a  merchant  of  that  place.  A 
particular  account  of  it  may  be  feen 
at  the  conclulion  of  Mr.  Lindiey’a 
Hiftorical  View  of  the  State  of  the 
Unitarian  Doctrine  and  Worfifip- 
The  u  Charge  delivered  to  the 
Clergy  of  the  diocefe  of  Sarum,  at 
the  primary  Vibration  of  that  Dio- 
cefe,”  in  the  year  1783,  by  the  pre¬ 
lent  bifliop,  does  honour  to  the  wor¬ 
thy  and  learned  prelate  from  whom 
it  proceeds.  Thofe  who  are  engag¬ 
ed  in  the  facred  office  are  in  this 
charge  ftrongly  called  upon  by  their 
diocefan  to  confider  what  they  owe 
to  their  people,  to  the  world,  to  their 
own  characters,  to  their  profeffion, 
and  to  their  God.  The  duty  ol  re- 
(idence  is  particularly  infilled  on  by 
his  lord  (hip,  as  that  without  which 
the  clergy  can  neither  difcharge  their 
religious  duties,  nor  adhere  to  the 
folemn  engagement  into  which  they 
entered  at  the  time  of  their  ordina¬ 
tion. 

Smith's  u  View  of  the  laft  Judg¬ 
ment,”  affords  a  proof  how  much  a 
man  of  genius  may  be  milled  by  a 
falfe  tafie.  It  is  his  aim  to  be  fub- 
lime  and  pathetic  ;  but  he  has  not 
taken  the  true  method  of  impreffmg 
the  fancy  and  exciting  the  affedfions. 
Infiead  of  writing  with  that  noble 
fimpHcity  by  which  thefe  ends  are 
heft  attained,  he  indulges  to  glaring 
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and  fantafiic  images,  unequal  cx - 
preffions,  and  unphilofophical  re- 
prefentations.  The  infiances  in 
which  he  is  natural,  elegant,  and 
beautiful,  though  conliderable  in 
number,  do  not  fufficiently  compen- 
fate  for  the  general  abfurdity  of  fen¬ 
time  nt,  and  the  turgid  pomp  of  de» 
fcription.  If  the  mode  of  compo- 
fition  purfued  by  our  author  he  elo¬ 
quence,  it  is  not  the  eloquence 
which  fubfifted  in  Demofthenes  or 
Cicero  ;  nor  is  any  fuch  model  pre- 
fented  to  the  Chrifiian  orator  in  the 
difeourfes  of  our  Saviour  and  his 
Apofiles. 

We  mention  Mr.  Cooke’s  Preach¬ 
er’s  Afliftant,  as  giving  the  bell  and 
fulleft  catalogue  of  Englifii  fermons 
that  is  any  where  to  be  met  with. 

It  is  a  great  improvement  upon  for¬ 
mer  publications  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  a  work  which  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  ufeful  to  biographers  as  well  as 
to  divines. 

If  Mr,  Madan  be  acquainted  with 
the  New  Annual  Regifier,  perhaps 
he  would  think  himfelf  negledted,  if 
we  did  not  take  notice  of  his  Five 
Letters,  addrefied  to  Dr.  Rees,  on 
Account  of  fome  Paflages  in  the  Cy¬ 
clopedia,  under  the  head  of  Poly¬ 
gamy.  But  the  truth  is,  that  we 
have  been  fo  greatly  difgufied  with 
the  abfutdity  and  iniquity  of  the 
Thelyphthora,  and  the  publication 
which  followed  it,  that  we  have  not. 
read  thefe  Letters  ;  and  if  credit  is 
to  be  allowed  to  what  we  apprehend 
to  be  judicious  teftimony,  we  have 
abfiained  from  what  would  only  in- 
fpi're  us  with  farther  diflatisfadtion. 

The  Sermons  of  the  year  have 
been  numerous,  both  from  the  di¬ 
vines  of  the  church  of  England 
and  from  the  difienters.  Among  the 
divines  of  the  church  of  England, 
the  firft  place  is  due  to  the  bifliop  of 
P  4  Chefie^ 
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Cheder,  not  only  in  confequence  of 
his  high  flation,  but  on  account  of 
the  real  excellence  of  the  volume 
of  Difeourfes  with  which  he  hath 
lately  favoured  the  world.  Dr, 
Porteus  hath  Ions;  been  known  to  be 
one  of  the  belt  preachers  of  the  pre- 
fent  day,  having  given  ample  tel- 
timonies  of  his  fudaining  this  cha- 
radfer,  in  the  co.urle  ot  his  paro¬ 
chial  duty,  when  he  held  the  liv¬ 
ing  of  Lambeth,  and  having  fully 
confirmed  it  by  the  fingle  fermons 
which  he  has  occafionally  publifhed. 
Thefe  Sermons  make  a  part  of  the 
volume  before  us,  which  confifcs  of 
eighteen  difeourfes.  The  fubjedts 
confidered  are  of  the  higheft  impor¬ 
tance,  and  they  are  treated  of  in  a 
ipanner  fuitable  to  their  importance, 
with  a  becoming  dignity  of  fenti- 
ment,  and  with  the  greated  pro¬ 
priety  of  compofition.  There  are 
three  fermons  on  the  natural,  mo¬ 
ral,  and  fciiptural  evidences  of  a 
future  life,  and  a  life  of  retribu¬ 
tion  ;  in  which  the  bifhop  doth  not 
concur  with  thofe  who  adert  the  ma¬ 
teriality  of  the  foul,  and  who  re- 
iedf  all  the  arguments  for  another 
world,  excepting  thofe  that  are 
drawn  from  the  podtive  declarations 
of  the  New  Tedamenf.  Of  his 
lordfhip’s  difeourfes  in  general,  we 
may  fafely  pronounce,  that  they 
ahlydifplay  the  excellence  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  powerfully  fupport  its 
duties  j  that  they  are  well  calculated 
to  promote  the  mod  important  ends 
of  religion ;  and  that  they  are 
written  in  that  chade,  manly,  and 
•unaffected  eloquence,  which,  after 
all  the  attempts  at  a  bolder  fpecies 
of  oratory,  vve  dill  think  to  be  bed 
adapted  to  the  pulpit.  The  vo¬ 
lume  has  been  fo  well  received  by 
the  public,  that  it  hath  already 
gone  through  a  third  edition. 

Thofe  peifons  who  have  read  the 


two  former  volurnes  of  Sermons  by 
the  late  'Mr.  Pyle,  of  Lynn,  will 
be  pleated  that  another  is  added  to 
the  number.  Mr.  Pyle  was  one 
of  thofe  rational  divines  who  was 
in  the  habits  of  the  clofed  intimacy 
with  Clarke,  Hoadly,  Sykes,  Boit, 
and  other  eminent  clergymen,  of 
liberal  principles,  who  fipurifhed 
towards  the  beginning  of  theprefent 
century.  He  was  himfelf  a  man  of 
drong  fenfe  and  found  learning  ;  and 
his  ditcQiirfes  are  fuch  as  might  be 
expended  from  a  perfon  of  this  cha- 
radier.  His  views  ot  things  are  ra« 
tional  and  jud,  and  the  tendency  of 
his  fermons  is  indrudtive  and  prac¬ 
tical;  What  farther  recommends 
them  is,  that,  by  the  plainnefs  and 
dmplicity  of  dyle  with  which  they 
are  compofed,  They  are  admirably 
fitted  for  general  ufe.  The  dif¬ 
eourfes  now  printed  are  thirty-two 
in  number,  and  treat  on  the  mod 
important  fubjedts.  They  are  like- 
wife  fhort,  which  renders  them  pe¬ 
culiarly  proper  for  families,  in  read¬ 
ing  to  which  long  fermons  ought 
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eipecially  'to  be  avoided,  becaufe 
they  are  apt  to  produce  a  laduude 
that  dedroys  their  effedt. 

We  are  forry  that  vve  cannot 
fpeak  in  the  fame  favourable  terms 
of  Mr.  Whitaker’s  4 4  Courfe  of 
Sermons  upon  Death,  Judgment, 
Heaven,  and  Hell,”  becaufe  we 
have  much  perfonal  refpedi:  for  the 
author,  and  are  great  admirers  of 
his  Hidory  of  Mancheder.  From 
the  ingenious,  lively,  and  elegant 
writer  of  that  hidory,  no  fmail 
things  might  have  been  hoped  for, 
in  any  other  form  of  compofition. 
But,  as  vve  have  before  obferved 
concerning  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Whi- 
taker  appears  to  have  been  milled 
by  a  wrong  notion  of  eloquence. 
His  ideas  on  this  fubjedt  are  ex¬ 
plained  in  his  dedication  ;  in  which, 

among  ft 
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among#  many  fen  Able  remarks 
upon  the  faults  of  preceding 
preachers,  he  contends  for  a  bolder 
kind  of  oratory  than  hath  yet  ap¬ 
peared  in  this  country  :  and  the  pre¬ 
lent  difeouries  are  publiihed  with  a 
view  of  recommending  a  change  in 
the  ftruchsre  of  compohtions  for  the 
pulpit.  It  is  impoiiible  for  us  to 
exprefs  our  approbation  of  the  pat¬ 
tern  he  hath  propofed  for  imitation. 
The  fermons  are  turgid  and  pom¬ 
pous,  abounding  more  in  the  falie 
than  the  true  fublime.  Nor  do  we 
think  that  the  dreadful  defcripiions 
which  are  given  of  the  laft  iudg- 
roent,  and  of  future  punifhmenr, 
are  calculated  to  make  durable  im- 
prtiTions  upon  the  mind.  However, 
if  thefe  difeouries  fltould  be  found 
ufeful,  by  promoting  the  caufe  of 
piety  arid  virtue  among  a  certain 
clafs  of  readers,  we  (hall  rejoice 
in  the  effefft  produced  by  them. 
We  are  totally  miflaken  in  our  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  excellent  and  learned 
bifhop  of  Exeter,  to  whom  the 
work  is  dedicated,  if  he  himfelf 
would  v.iftn  in  his  own  perfon,  to 
afford  fuch  a  model  of  writing  to 
the  clergy  of  his  diocefe. 

Mr.  Whifhaw,  in  his  two  volumes 
of  Sermons,  aims  at  no  eloquence 
of  that  kind  which  is  fought  for 
by  Mr.  Whitaker.  He  contents 
himfelf  with  reprefenting  plain  and  ( 
falutary  truths  in  an  ealy  and  na¬ 
tural  ftyle  ;  and,  without  laboured 
pomp,  or  ambitious  ornaments,  is 
inbrudfive  and  edifying.  The  fub- 
jeffts  he  hath  chofen  are  weighty  ; 
his  ideas  of  Chniiianity  are  rational ; 
and  his  deiign  is  to  recommend  and 
enforce  the  great  duties  of  practical 
religion. 

Mr.  Bamp ton’s  ledtnre  feems  to 
have  been  converted  to  more  valu¬ 
able  purpofes  than  could  have  been 
fxpedted  from  the  original  view  of 
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the  inflitution.  The  two  laft  lec¬ 
turers,  at  leaft,  have  avoided  mak¬ 
ing  it  the  inftrument  6£  defending 
points  of  doubtful  difputation.  Dr. 
Cobb,  as  Mr.  Holmes  had  done  be¬ 
fore  him,  hath  taken  care  to  graft 
upon  it  a  rational  and  '  ufeful  de¬ 
fence  of  revelation.  His  object  is 
to  ftate  the  true  nature  of  happinefs, 
and  to  fnew  that  this  is  beft  provid¬ 
ed  for  by  the  Chriftian  religion. 
If  fubjedts  fo  important  continue  to 
be  pitched  upon,  and  to  be  as  ably 
puriued,  we  fiiali  find  caufe  to  re¬ 
trace  the  opinion  we  had  formerly 
entertained,  that  Mr.  Bampton’s 
lecture  was  not  likely  to  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  coniiderable  utility.  \ 

W  e  believe  that  one  or  two  other 
volumes  of  fermons  have  been  pub¬ 
lished,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
by  clergymen  of  the  cftablifhed 
church ;  but  as  they  have  not  come 
into  our  hands,  we  cannot  give  an 
account  of  them.  If.  itlhould  here¬ 
after  appear  that  they  have  any  pecu¬ 
liar  degree  of  merit,  we  wolf  endea¬ 
vour  to  atone  for  our  prefent deleft. 

With  regard  to  the  Angle  fermons 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  di¬ 
vines  of  the  eftablifhment,  though 
feveral  difeouries  might  be  mention¬ 
ed,  we  fhali  confine  our  attention, 
to  two  of  them,  hoping  that  the 
omiffion  of  the  reft  will  be  excufed. 
ri  he  fir  ft  is  Mr.  Packard’s,  on  the 
44  Nature  and  Extent  of  civil  and 
religious  Liberty.’'  This  difeourfe, 
b elides  its  being  upon  a  very  im¬ 
portant  fubjedl,  is  more  elaborate 
than  fingle  fermons  ufually  are.  It 
is  enriched,  alfo,  by  a  number  of 
notes,  confuting  of  quotations,  and 
additional  remarks.  Our  author  is 
an  ardent,  as  well  as  a  judicious 
friend  to  the  rights  of  mankind, 
and  his  fentiments  coincide  with 
thofe  of  Mr.  Locke.  It  is  n© 
wonder,  therefore,  that  he  is  not 

plea  fed 
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pleafed  with  the  treatment  which 
that  great  man  has  received  from 

i .) 

Come  late  politicians,  who,  it  Teems, 
have  now  found  out  that  he'  is  a  par¬ 
ty  writer  44  He  is  fb,  indeed/’ 
fays  Mr.  Peekard,  44  and  of  a  party 
44  that  has  not  many  advocates.  Pie 
44  is  of  the  party  of  truth,  of  rea- 
44  fon,  and  of  found  philofophy  ; 
44  of  rational  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
1(4  God,  and  the  real  happinefs  of 
44  man  ;  of  univerfal,  and  ds  fin  - 
44  tereifed  benevolence,  of  unfhaken 
44  veneration  for  die  rights  of  hu- 
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44  man  nature,  and  of  unalterable 

goodwill  andfriendfhip  to  the  glo- 
4 4  nous  caufe  of  civil  and  religious 
44  liberty.” 

The  other  {ingle  fermon  vve  fhali 
mention,  is,  “  A  Per  lit  alive  from 
the  Practice  of  Duelling;”  by  a  mi¬ 
nuter  of  the  church  of  England, 
but  who  has  not  favoured  the  pub¬ 
lic  with  his  name.  This  difeourfe 
admirably  and  pathetically  points 
out  the  abfurdity  and  iniquity  of 
the  practice  ;  but  by  whom  will  it 
be  read  ?  Principally  by'  thofe 
who  are  in  no  danger  of  being  milled 
by  fo  pernicious  and  fatal  a  cudom. 
As  to  the  votaries  of  falfe  honour, 
they  will  feared  y  per  uie  the  ar¬ 
guments  and  remonllrances  of  this 
excellent  fermon  ;  or,  if  they  did, 
would  probably  pay  no  attention  to 
its  exhortations,  though  wife  and 
falutary  in  the  higheil  degree. 

In  recording  the  fermons  of  the 
Di Tenter?,  we  fhali  begin  with  Dr. 
Stennett’s  volume  of  Difcourfes  on 
Domeftic  Duties.  The  writer,  who 
is  a  gentleman  of  great  worth  and 
eminence,  in  London,  among  the 
Nonconformifls  of  the  Anti-pacdo- 
baptilf  perfuafion,  is  already  well 
-  known  to  the  world,  by  feveral  pub¬ 
lications  on  Chriftian  and  pious  fub- 
jetffs.  His  two  volumes  of  fermons, 
in  particular,  upon  perfonal  reli¬ 
gion,  hold  a  very  conikierable  rank 
8 


among  the  works  which  relate  to 
practical  devotion.  In  the  volume 
before  us,  he  continues  to  fuflain 
the  charader  of  an  excellent  and 
ufeful  divine.  The  focial  duties  arc 
of  the  ilrfl  importance  in  genuine 
Chriftianity,  and  accordingly,  Dr. 
Stennett  has  recommended  them 
with  a  becoming  fervour  and  affec¬ 
tion.  His  manner  of  treating  on 
them  is  fomewhat  diffufive,  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  judicious  and  edify¬ 
ing.  Though  the  doctor  is  calvi- 
niitical  in  his  private  fentiments, 
thefe  Tentiments  are  accompanied 
with  the  utmoft  candour  ;  and  the 
tendency  of  bis  writings  has  always 
been  more  to  promote  practice  than 
{peculation.  This  is  eminently  the 
cafe  in  the  prefent  publication,  in 
which,  whilft  the  author  powerfully 
enforces  the  domeilic  virtues,  he 
clearly  Tews  how  much  he  is  him- 
lelf  under  the  influence  of  the 
fame  virtues. 

There  are  collections  of  fermons 
which  may  be  confidered,  in  fome 
degree,  as  private  and  local.  We 
mean  thofe  fermons  of  deceafed  mi- 
niilers  which  are  printed  for  the 
more  immediate  gratification  of  their 
particular  friends  and  acquaintance, 
and  which  are  likely  tp  have  their 
chief  circulation  in  certain  difixicls, 
though,  perhaps  they  may  well  de- 
ferve  a  Hrger  diffufion.  Of  this 
kind  are  the  Seventeen  Difcourfes 
on  practical  Subjects,  by  the  late  Mr. 
Parry.  Mr.  Jofhua  Parry  was  a 
diffenting  clergyman  at  Cirencefler, 
of  diilinguiflied  abilities,  and  very 
confiderable  learning.  He  was 
alio  a  gentleman  of  polite  man¬ 
ners,  and  entertaining  talents  im_ 
converfation ;  which  rendered  him 
peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  witty 
and  fprig-htly  old  lord  Bathurft, 
with  whom  he  maintained,  for  many 
years,  a  moil  intimate  and  friendly 
connexion.  Though  Mr,  Parry 

was 
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.yas  fully  qualified  to  have  appeared 
,ti  the  world  as  an  author,  he 
Tcarcely  publifhed  any  riling  during 
his  life  ;  and  we  fuppofe  that  the 
prelent  fermons  were  not  intended 
by  him  for  the  prefs,  being  fuch 
as  he  commonly  preached.  They 
have,  however,  no  fmall  portion 
of  merir.  They  are  rational, 
pious,  animated,  and  calculated 
to  promote  the  Chriftian  temper; 
on  which  accounts  it  may  be 
hoped  that  they  will  extend  beyond 
the  line  of  the  author’s  particular 
acquaintance. 

The  fourteen  difcourfes  bv  Dr 
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Hood,  lately  a  diffenting  mlnifler  at 
Newcaille  upon  Tyne,  are  of  the 
fort  we  have  already  defcribed. 
They  are  publifhed  bv  fubfcription, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  writer’s  fa¬ 
mily.  At  the  fame  time,  they  re- 
fieCt  no  difhonour  on  Dr,  Hood’s 
memory  ;  being  on  the  mod  impor¬ 
tant  fubje&s,  which  are  treated  of 
in  a  fenfible  and  fcriptufal  manner, 
and  recommended  by  propriety  of 
com  poii  t  ion. 

Arthur’s  Sermons  are  like  wife  a 
pofthumous  publication,  and  have 
been  printed  with  the  charitable 
purpofe  of  relieving  two  daughters, 
whom  the  author  hath  left  behind 
him,  at  Etal,  in  Northumberland. 

To  give  an  air  of  novelty,  and 
to  excite  peculiar  attention,  fermons, 
in  fome  indances,  have  lately  taken 
an  hidorical  and  biographical  turn. 
Indeed,  di Doubles  which  are  formed 
upon  the  principal  incidents  and 
characters  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  are  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  various  bTruchon,  and,  under 
proper  management,  may  be  ren¬ 
dered  eminently  flril  ing  and  ufeful. 
Of  this  kind,  Mr.  Godwin  has 
publifhed  fix  fermons,  which  he 
has  entitled,  44  Sketches  of  Hif- 
tory.”  The  fubjeCts  he  has  chofen 
are  the  Refignation  of  Aaron  ;  the 
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Degeneracy  of  Hazael  ;  and  the 
Arraignment,  the  Crucifixion,  the 
RefurreCtion,  and  the  Character  of 
Jefus.  I11  treating  upon  thefe  fub-» 
jeCts,  the  author  aims  at  abolder  fpe- 
cies  or  oratory  than  is  prefented  to 
us  in  that  chade  and  elegant  form 
in  which  it  appears  in  Hurd,  Blair, 
and  Porteous.  Of  his  difcourfes 
it  may  judly  be  faid,  that  they 
abound  in  animated  fen ti merits  and 
reflections;  but  fome  paffages  the 
lovers  of  fimplicity  in  compofition 
will  probably  regard  as  partaking 
of  a  falfe  magnificence.  Mr  God- 
win  is  a  young  man,  who,  we 
doubt  not,  will  rife  to  great  excel¬ 
lence,  if  he  fhould  be  induced  to 
form  a  more  correct  tafte,  and  will 
fuffer  his  imagination  to  be  guided 
by  a  greater  maturity  of  judgment. 

In  Dr.  Hunter’s  44  Sacred  Bio¬ 
graphy,  or,  the  Hi  dory  of  the 
Patriarchs  from  Adam  to  Abraham, 
inclufivrly,”  we  have  only  the 
fir  ft  part  of  the  execution  of  a  de¬ 
sign  which  will  probably  be  carried 
on  in  feveral  future  volumes.  T-he 
difcourfes  now  printed  were  Sunday 
Evening  LeCtures,  delivered  at  the 
Scots  church,  near  London  Wall  ; 
and  the  fubjeCts  treated  of  are  the 
Hiftories  of  Adam,  Cain,  Abel, 
Enoch,  Noah,  Melchizedec,  and 
Abraham.  Thefe  patriarchal  cha¬ 
racters  are  chiefly  confidered  by  Dr. 
Hunter  in  a  popular  way,  without 
entering  into  nice  difquifitions,  or 
departing  from  commonly  received 
opinions.  The  language  of  the 
fermons  is  clear,  lpirited,  and  for¬ 
cible  ;  and,  allowance  being  made 
for  fome  points  with  refpeCt  to  which 
we  differ  in  fentiment  from  the  au¬ 
thor,  they  may  be  read  with  plea- 
fure,  and  applied  to  the  purpdfes  of 
religious  improvement. 

An  ordination  fervice  hath  ap¬ 
peared  this  year,  in  which  Dr. 
Hunter  was  the  preacher  \  and  the 

fermon 
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fermon  contains  a  valuable  compen¬ 
dium  of  the  evidences  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  But  what  chiefly  diftinguifhes 
the  publication,  is  a  charge  by  Dr. 
Fordyce,  which  abounds  in  excel¬ 
lent  matter,  is  elegant  and  beautiful 
.  n  compofition,  and  exhibits  a  com¬ 
plete  and  admirable  delineation  of 
the  character  and  duty  of  a  Chrillian 
mi nifler.  There  is  no  production 
of  the  do&oFs  which  has  been  bet¬ 
ter  approved,  or  which  has  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  more  genuine  ho¬ 
nour.  The  charge  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  his  laft  farewell  to  his 
people  ;  Mr.  Lind  fay,  to  whom  it 
was  add  relied,  having  fucceeded  Dr. 
Fordyce  in  his  congregation  in 
Monkwell  ftreet .  There  are  printed 
likewife,  the  queftions  propofed  by 
Dr.  Kippis  to  Mr.  Lindfay,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  anfwers,  agreeably  to 
a  cuftom  we  have  obferved  to  pre¬ 
vail  among  the  Proteftant  diflenters  : 
but  of  the  neceffity  or  utility  of 
which  we  have  by  no  means  a  clear 
and  full  conviction. 

Mrs,  Macaulay  Graham,  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  appearing,  during  the 
prefent  year,  in  her  ufual  form,  as 
an  hiftorian,  has  aftumed  a  new  cha¬ 
racter,  which  is  that  of  a  writer  in 
metaphyiics  and  ethical  philofophy. 
In  this  character  ftie  has  publifned 

A  Treatife  on  the  immutability 
of  Moral  Truth.”  The  defign  of 
the  work  is  highly  important  and 
valuable,  being  no  lefs  than  to  ef- 
tablifh  a  conviction  of  the  moral  at¬ 
tributes  of  the  Deity,  as  the  bafis 
of  our  duty  and  our  expectations  ; 
and  fhe  profecutes  her  purpofe  with 
great  ftrength  of  reafon  and  force  of 
argument.  It  gives  us  pleafure  to 
fee  her  fuftain,  with  fo  much  abi¬ 
lity  and  dignity,  the  title  of  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  grand  principles  of 
religion  and  the  reality  of  a  life 
to  come.  Iu  the  courfe  of  her 


undertaking,  fhe  has  paid  particular 
attention  to  archbifhop  King  and 
lord  Bolingbroke,  and  hath  ex¬ 
amined  and  confuted,  at  large,  the 
ideas  of  the  former  concerning  the 
nature  and  obligations  of  virtue, 
and  the  fcepticai  opinions  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  on  the  iubjeCl  of  a  future  ft  ate. 
Whilft  flie  agrees  with  Dr,  Clarke, 
upon  thefe  heads,  there  is  another 
point  in  which  her  fentiments  ma¬ 
terially  differ  from  thofe  of  that 
eminent  divine.  Mrs.  Graham  is 
an  aflerter  of  the  doctrine  of  phi- 
lofophical  neceffity,  enters  fully  in¬ 
to  the  defence  of  it,  and  endeavours 
to  ftievv  that  it  is  favourable  to  the 
praClice  of  religion  and  virtue. 
Herein  fhe  concurs  with  Dr.  Prieft- 
ley,  who  is  ardently  of  the  fame 
opinion.  Whilft  we  acknowledge 
the  ingenuity  and  force  of  mind  dis¬ 
played  in  the  work  before  us,  we 
cannot  add,  that  it  is  written  in  a 
pleating  manner.  The  fentencea 
are  very  long,  much  involved,  of¬ 
ten  obfcure,  and  frequently  ungra- 
matical.  Thofe,  therefore,  who 
are  ufed  to  perfpicuous  and  accu¬ 
rate  compofhion,  will  perufe  the 
prelent  treatife  with  fome  degree  of 
diftatisfaCtion.  IF  the  lady  had  re- 
quelled  any  of  her  literary  friends 
to  correCl  the  moil  glaring  impro¬ 
prieties  of  her  ftyle,  fuch  a  cir- 
cumftance  would  have  contributed 
to  render  the  performance  before  us 
more  acceptable  to  the  generality 
of  philofophical  readers. 

The  Controverfy  on  Liberty  and 
Neceffity,  excited  by  Dr.  Prieftley, 
feems  to  be  nearly  brought  to  a 
conclufion.  One  more  writer,  how¬ 
ever,  hath  appeared  in  it,  and  he 
is  a  writer  of  known  and  approved 
abilities.  We  refer  to  Dr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Dawfon’s  “  Neceftltarian  ;  or 
the  Queftion  concerning  Liberty 
and  Neceffity  ftated,  in  nineteen 
Letters.’*  In  thefe  letters  airiend- 
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ly  debate  is  reprefented  as  carried 
on  by  two  gentlemen,  Philemon 
and  Cleanthes.  Philemon  is  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  liberty  of  the  human 
will,  and  Cleanthes  fu {bains  the  op- 
polite  fide  of  the  queftion.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  correfpondence,  Phi¬ 
lemon  is  entirely  convinced  of  his 
error,  and  changes  his  opinion. 
The  dobtrine  of  neceflity  has  lei- 
dom  been  fupported  with  greater 
perfpicuity  and  precifion  than  in 
the  prefect  work.  Dr.  Dawfon  is 
a  mailer  upon  metaphylical  Subjects ; 
and  if  the  point  in  difpute  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  absolutely  and  finally 
fettled,  no  one  Is  more  equal  to  the 
talk.  We  iliall  net  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce  on  which  part  the  truth  lies  ; 
but  thus  much  we  may  lately  affert, 
that,  notwithibmding  the  labours 
of  the  moll  ingenious  men,  there  are 
difficulties  on  both  lides,  the  effec¬ 
tual  removal  of  which  will  continue 
to  baffle  the  ftrongeft  efforts  of  hu¬ 
man  reafon. 

Ir  is  well  known  that  Mr.  David 
Hume,  fome  years  before  his  death, 
printed  two  effays,  one  on  filicide,  and 
the  other  on  the  imniortdity  of  the 
foul  ;  which,  however,  were  not 
published,  the  bookfellers  being 
afraid  of  doing  it,  and  many  per- 
fons  imagining  that  they  would  be 
very  hurtful  to  the  cayfe  of  religion. 
If  we  miftake  not,  a  little  before 
his  deceafe,  he  gave  direbtions  for 
their  publication  ;  notwithilandmg 
which,  bis  delire  was  not  complied 
with;  the  fame  fear  of  the  injury 
the  trabts  in  queftion  were  likely  to 
produce,  operating  on  the  minds  or 
bis  execu'ors,  or  upon  thofe  who 
were  confulted  on  the  fubjebl.  For 
our  part,  we  never  approved  of  this 
condubt.  In  the  ffirft  place,  'we  did 
not  think  that  the  two  effays  were 
likely  to  be  more  dangerous  than 
Other  writings  of  Mr.  Hume,  which 
bad  long  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
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public.  Secondly,  we  were  under 
no  alarm  on  account  of  attacks  that 
might  be  made  on  religion;  be- 
caufe  of  our  firm  perfuafion  that 
truth  could  Hand  the  fevereft  fcru- 
tiny,  and  would  rife  triumphant 
over  all  oppofition.  And  thirdly, 
we  did  not  apprehend  that  any 
thing  would  be  advanced  in  thefe 
particular  effays  which  would  be 
more  formidable  than  what  has  often, 
been  urged  by  fceptical  writers* 
The  event  has  exabfly  correfponded 
to  our  expeditions.  A  furreptitious 
edition  of  the  effays  having  now 
appeared,  we  fee  nothing  extraor¬ 
dinary  in  Mr*  Hume’s  arguments, 
nothing  but  what  has  been  faid 
again  and  again,  nothing  which  will 
not  admit  of  the  moil  fatisfabfory 
anfwer.  There  are  none  of  his 
works  which  can  do  him  lefs  ho¬ 
nour  ;  and  we  do  not  fuppofe  that 
they  will  excite  much  attention,  or 
produce  any  extraordinary  or  dur¬ 
able  eftebt.  Having  gratified  a  pre- 
fent  curiofity,  they  will  fpeedily  be 
forgotten.  The  editor  has  fab- 
joined  remarks  to  the  effavs,  in- 
tended,  as  he  fays,  for  am  antidote 
to  the  poifon  contained  in  them  ; 
but  thefe  remarks  do  not  {hew  the 
hand  of  a  matter.  If  religion  were 
not  poffeffed  of  abler  advocates,  the 
attacks  of  her  enemies  might  more 
juffly  be  regarded  as  objects  of  ter¬ 
ror.  Rouff'eau’s  two  letters  on  fili¬ 
cide  are  added  to  the  publication, 
the  ffrft  of  which  vindicates  that 
prabtice  with  greater  ability  and 
fpirit  than  is  done  by  Mr.  Hume,  , 
We  know  not  whether  we  ought 
to  place  in  the  prefen t  department, 
or  under  the  article  of  Mifceliane- 
ous  Writings,  Dr.  Andrews’s  a  A-- 
nalyffs  of  the  Principal  Duties  of 
Social  Life  ;  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
to  a  Young;  Gentleman  on  his  En¬ 
trance  idto  the  World.”  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  this  performance  prefents 

us 
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ns  with  no  profound  difquintions  on 
fubjedls  of  morality.  The  e flays  it 
contains  are  drawn  up  in  imitation 
of  the  fly le  and  manner  of  Roche- 
foucault,  flrort  and  fententious,  and 
are  illuffrated  by  frequent  alluflons 
and  comparifons.  The  author  is 
not  always  happy  in  the  conduct  of 
his  metaphors  and  fimiles  :  but  a  lew 
errors  of  this  kind  are  amply  com- 
penfated  for  by  the  general  elegance 
of  the  compofltion,  and  the  utility 
of  the  maxims  and  remarks  here  in¬ 
troduced,  which  render  the  work  a 
proper  manual  for  young  people. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  the  fuc- 
ceflors  to  Sir  William  Blackflone,  in 
the  chair  of  the  Vinerian  Profefior- 
fhip  at  Oxford,  carry  on,  with  abi¬ 
lity  and  diligence,  the  defign  of  the 
institution.  Mr.  Woodefon,  the 
prefent  profeflor,  has  pubiifhed, 
44  Elements  of  Jfarifprudence,  treat¬ 
ed  of  in  the  Preliminary  Part  of  a 
Courfe  of  Lectures  on  the  Laws  of 
England.”  The  work  confifls  of  fix 
ledtures,  on  the  following  fubjedfs  ; 
the  laws  of  man’s  nature ;  the 
grounds  of  civil,  pofitive,  or  infti- 
tuted  law ;  the  feveral  fpecies  of 
magiftracy  ;  the  law  of  nations  ;  and 
the  laws  of  England,  with  refpedt 
to  the  various  fources  whence  they 
have  been  derived ;  to  which  are 
added,  obfervations  on  the  ffudy 
and  profeflion  of  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land.  To  the  whole  is  fubjoined, 
the  outline  of  the  general  courfe 
purfued  by  Mr.  Woodefon.  The 
author,  without  entering  into  curi¬ 
ous  or  metaphyfical  difquifitions, 
fhevvs  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  objects  of  his  enquiry. 
Hi*  remarks  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
unexceptionably  judicious  and  in- 
ftrudfive ;  but  there  are  one  or  two 
pofitions  occafionally  introduced  by 
him,  which  cannot  by  auy  means 
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be  Supported,  and  which  would  lead 
to  confequenccs  that  muff  abfolutely 
be  condemned  by  every  enlightened 
friend  -to  the  rights  of  human  na¬ 
ture. 

The  44  Sequel  to  an  Eflay  on  the 
Origin  and  Prog  refs  of  Govern¬ 
ment,”  is  not  altogether  of  fo  ge¬ 
neral  a  nature  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  former  trail,  in 
part,  however,  the  author  purfues 
his  firft  defign,  by  tracing  out  the 
origin  of  reprefentation,  confider- 
ing  its  defects,  and  offering  fome 
hints  for  improvement.  Befides 
calling  upon-  men  of  all  ranks  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  great  work  of  reformation, 
he  enters  fo  fully  into  the  conduct  of 
affairs  in  this  country,  as  to  give  to 
his  work  much  of  the  appearance 
of  a  political  pamphlet.  We  can¬ 
not  arraign  the  juftice  of  his  cen* 
fures,  though  there  is  in  them  no 
fmall  degree  of  fe verity*  The  fame 
farcaffic  originality  of  compofltion, 
and  native  flrength  of  language, 
which  marked  the  writer’s  other 
performance  will  be  found  to  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  prefent  publication. 

Stokes’s  ■ 4  4  View  of  the  Conftitu- 
tions  of  the  Britifli  Colonies  in  North 
America,  and  the  Well  Indies  be¬ 
fore  the  War,”  will  be  inftructive  to 
thofe  who  wifli  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  fubjefl.  And  it  is  a  fub- 
je£t  into  which  many  will  be 
foliciious  to  enquire,  as  the  late  re¬ 
volution  has  been  too  important  not 
to  engage  the  attention  of  men.  Be¬ 
fides  the  information  which  Mr. 
Stokes’s  work  will  afford  in  this  re- 
fpedf,  it  will  chiefly  be  ufeful  as  a 
practical  book  to  the  lawyers  and 
merchants  belonaing  to  our  Weft 
Indian  iflands,  who  are  engaged  in 
tranlafltions  with  the  American 
ffates. 

Mr.  JLe  Lolme’s  Treatife  on  the 

Englifh 
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E11  jliili  government  is  too  well 

t-'  o 

known  to  require  that  we  fhould  give 
a  character  of  it,  or  that  we  fhould 
add  to  it  the  (lamp  of  our  approba¬ 
tion*  We  only  mention  it  becaufe 
in  the  la  ft  edition  it  is  increafed  by 
fame  new  chapters,  which  render 
the  work  more  perfect  than  it  was 
before.  That  part  which  has  a 
reference  to  the  American  conceit, 
doth  not  meet  with  our  ideas  ;  for 
we  think  it  might  be  (hewn,  that,  from 
the  difference  of  circumftanees,  our 
author’s  reafonings  and  faffs  do  not 
apply  ib  fully  to  the  fubjeff  as  he  is 
ready  to  imagine. 

J  D 

Reeves’s  “  Hiftory  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  Law,  from  the  Saxons  to  the 
End  of  the  Reacts  of  Edward  the 
Firft,”  is  a  very  elaborate  work, 
which  difulavs  the  author’s  great 
attention  to  the  learning  of  his  pro- 
feilion.  It  is  written  upon  a  new 
plan  ;  and  on  a  plan  which,  as  we 
can  aftfert  on  good  foundation,  has 
been  highly  approved  of  by  the 
iibleft  judges  of  the  fuhjeff,  and 
particularly  by  lord  Mahstield,  Mr, 
Reeves b  defign  naturally  leads  him 
to  the  coniideration  of  many  curious 
objects  •  but  he  has  not  afTumed  a 
digreiftve  manner  of  writing,  or  af¬ 
fected  much  to  derive  light  from  ge- 
tieral  hiftory ;  being  convinced, 
perhaps,  that  general  hiftory  would 
have  afforded  but  little  aid  to  him 
in  his  legal  enquiries.  In  the  mid  ft 
of  fuch  various  dilcuffion,  and  on 
points  fo  obfeure  and  difficult  as 
thofe  which  are  treated  of  in  the 
volume  before  us,  different  opinions 
will  be  formed  with  regard  to  fome 
of  the  author’s  conclufioos.  If  he 
hath  not  attended,  in  all  refpedfs,  to 
the  ornaments  of  ftyle,  this  cir- 
cumftance  will  be  overlooked  by 
candid  minds,  as  the  old  writings 
Mr.  Reeves  was  obliged  to  perufe 
could  fcarcely  fail  to  give  a  tindiurc 
to  his  language  which  would  not  be 


favourable  to  modern  elegance.  A 
young  man  thus  rationally  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  ftudies  belonging  to  his 
profellion,  is  julliy  entitled  to  ap¬ 
probation  and  applaufe. 

Every  one,  who  has  a  tolerable 
acquaintance  with  hiftory,  knows 
how  much  the  feudal  fyftem,  for  a 
number  of  yeSrs  has  been  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  attention  among  men  of 
letters,  and  what  great  light  has 
been  thrown  upon  it,  by  a  variety 
of  ingenious  writers.  Nor  is  the 
fubjeft  exha  lifted,  but  lies  open  to 
farther  difeuftion  and  elucidation, 
Mr.  Wallace’s  44  Thoughts  on  the 
Origin  of  Feudal  Tenures,”  have 
rather  a  view  to  a  particular  than  to 
a  general  purpofe.  The  grand  po¬ 
ll  tion  which  he  labours  to  maintain 
is,  that  peerages  were  not  introduc¬ 
ed  into  Scotland  till  the  year  1587. 
Titles  of  honour,  and  degrees  of  no¬ 
bility,  he  allows  to  have  been  early 
known  in  that  country  •  but  he  con- 
tends,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
were  not  ftrictly  entitled  to  be  de¬ 
nominated  peerages.  This  opinion 
he  advances  with  the  laudable  and 
honourable  defign  of  leftening,  as 
far  as  can  be  done  confidently  with 
the  rules  of  juftlce,  the  number  of 
Scotch  peers,  which,  from  the  re¬ 
vival  of  ancient  claims,  he  appre¬ 
hends  may  be  multiplied  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  produce  a  nobility* 
who,  from  poverty  and  from  depen¬ 
dence,  may  become  dl  (graceful  to 
their  rank,  and  burthenfome  to  the 
crown.  Mr.  Wallace  exhibits 
much  ingenuity  and  learning  in 
fupport  of  his  hypothecs  ;  but  how 
far  it  is  well  founded,  we  are  not 
competent  to  determine.  We  are 
informed  that  many  able  men  do  not 
concur  with  him  in  fentiment ;  and, 
if  we  are  not  mi  {token,  the  adjudi¬ 
cation  of  the  ho'ufe  of  lords,  in  tfte 
cafe  of  the  counted;  of  Sutherland* 
went  upon  different  principles. 

The 
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The  quefHon  concerning  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform,  Hill  continues  to 
be  agitated,  and,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  year,  has  been  productive,  we 
believe,  of  various  publications. 
We  (hall  take  notice  ol  two  only  of 
thofe  which  have  been  written  in 
favour  of  the  reform.  Thefe  are 
lord  Carysfort’s  Thoughts  on  the 
Conilitution,  and  Barley’s  Letters  on 
Parliamentary  Reprefen  tat  ion.  Roth 
thefe  gentlemen  write  with  much 
good  fenfe,  and  with  a  rational  zeal 
lor  the  cbjeCt  they  have  in  view. 
Though  they  do  not  concur  in  every 
refpeCt,  they  both  of  them  unite  in 
recommending  that  the  right  of 
voting  in  final!  boroughs  be  com- 

£>  *  .4 

municated  to  certain  di Uriels  around 
th  em,  and  to  perfons  of  a  certain 
defeription.  This,  of  all  others, 
is  the  fcheme  that  appears  to  us  the 
molt  natural  and  practicable.  Some¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  has  actually  been 
reduced  to  praCtice  with  regard  to 
New  Shoreham  and  Cricklade  ;  and 
the  fame  plan,  with  due  improve¬ 
ments,  might  be  farther  extended. 

The  author  of  “  Free  Parliaments, 
or  a  Vindication  of  the  Parliamen¬ 
tary  Conilitution  of  England,  in 
An  Ever  to  certain  vifionary  Plans 
of  modern  Reformers,”  as  is  ap¬ 
parent  from  the  title  of  his  piece, 
is  entirely  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
quefHon.  He  writes  with  ability 
and  fpirit,  and  vigoronlly  urges 
what  is  capable  of  being  advanced 
in  oppofition  to  alterations.  Plaufi- 
ble  things  may  undoubtedly  be  laid 
by  ingenious  men,  againft  every  de¬ 
gree  of  innovation  :  but,  after  all, 
there  have  been  times,  and  fuch 
times  will  exit!  again,  which  require 
changes,  both  civil  and  religious  ; 
there  are  evils  which  grow  to  fuch  a 
height  that  they  muff  be  remedied, 
or  w'orfe  confequences  will  enfue  ; 
and,  upon  the  fubjeCf  in  queftion, 


the  period  will  fooner  or  later  ar¬ 
rive,  in  which  an  enlightened  and 
awakened  public  will  demand  re- 
drefs  with  a  voice  that  cannot  be  re¬ 
filled. 

Mr.  Cunningham’s  44  Hiftorical 
Account  of  the  Rights  of  Election 
of  the  feveral  Counties,  Cities, 
and  Boroughs  of  Great  Britain,” 
has  no  relation  to  the  difpute  con¬ 
cerning  the  parliamentary  reform  j 
It  contains  a  variety  of  information 
drawn  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  will  be 
very  ufeful  in  con fu king  thofe  jour¬ 
nals.  The  author  has  prefixed, 
44  A  a  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
Elections  to  Parliament,  and  the 
Right  at  the  Commons  to  a  Share 
in  the  Legiflature.”  On  the  utility 
of  a  work  like  the  prefent,  w'hich  is 
an  improvement  upon  Willis’s  No- 
titia  Parliamentaria,  and  carries 
down  the  fubjeCt  to  our  own  times, 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  enlarge.  A 
book  of  this  kind  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  acceptable  to  a  great  number  of 
perfons. 

Mr.  Burges’s  44  Confide  rations 
on  the  Law7  of  Infolvency,”  come 
from  a  gentleman  who  has  paid  pe¬ 
culiar  attention  to  a  fubjeCt  which 
is  of  the  highefl  importance.  The 
wretched  fiate  of  debtors,  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  imprifonment  for  debt, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  frauds 
to  which  creditors  are  liable,  are 
matters  of  juft  and  general  com¬ 
plaint  ;  and  it  mu  ft  itrike  every 
mind  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the 
fvftem  of  our  laws  with  refpeCt  to 
thefe  objects.  But  the  difficulty,  of 
procuring  effectual  relief  from  evils 
w'hich  humanity  mult  ardently  wifh 
to  fee  removed,  has  long  been  felt 
and  acknowledged.  Mr.  Burges 
hath  taken  uncommon  pains,  and 
manifeited  great  .ingenuity  in  form¬ 
ing  and  di  gelling  a  plan  for  this 

purpoie. 


DOMESTIC  L 

purpofe.  But  whether,  when  brought 
to  the  teft  of  experiment,  it  will 
fully  anfwer  the  end  defigned,  may, 
perhaps,  be  doubted.  It  is  eafier 
to  point  out  the  maladies  that  exift, 
than  to  provide  fuch  a  cure  for 
them  as  fliall  be  completely  fucceff- 
ful. 

Mr.  Burges’s  “  Letter  to  the  earl 
of  Effingham  on  his  lately  propofed 
Aft  of  Infolveney,”  carries  on  the 
fame  benevolent  purpofe.  It  is  well 
known  with  what  ardent  zeal  this 
worthy  nobleman  hath  entered  into 
the  fubjeft.;  how  thoroughly  he  is 
acquainted  ‘with  it;  and  how  humane 
and  liberal  are  his  view's  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  treatment  of  unfortu¬ 
nate  debtors.  Mr.  Burges  is  his 
coadjutor,  in  theprofecution  of  his 
laudable  defign.  The  bill  which 

s  o  ^ 

was  brought  into  the  houfe  ot  lords 
by  the  earl  of  Effingham,  and  re- 
jefted  in  that  houfe,  was  framed  by 
Mr.  Burges.  In  the  letter  before 
us,  the  author  anfwers,  in  a  very 
able  manner,  the  objections  that 
were  made  to  the  bill,  by  a  peer  of 
high  authority  in  the  law.  We 
are  afraid  that  it  will  be  a  long  time 
before  the  folicitors  for  relief,  in  the 
cafe  of  infolvent  debtors,  will  ob¬ 
tain  the  redrefs  for  which  they  fo 
honourably  plead. 

In  our  la  ft  Annual  Regiffer,  we 
mentioned  the  cafe  of  the  dean  of 
St.  Afaph,  againft  whom  a  prosecu¬ 
tion  was  commenced,  on  account  of 
his  having  reprinted  fir  William 
Jones’s  i  4  Dialogue  between  a  Scho¬ 
lar  and  a  Peafant.”  The  trial, 
which  was  to  have  come  on  in  Sep¬ 
tember  la  ft  at  Denbigh,  is  removed 
to  Shrewfbury,  where  it  is  expedited 
to  take  place  at  the  fu miner  affizes. 
The  proceedings  in  the  caufe  have 
been  publifhed  by  two  ffiort  hand 
writers,  Mr.  Gurney,  and  Mr. 
Blanchard,  Mr.  Blanchard’s  pam- 
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phlet  hath  been  diffributed  gratis, 
by  the  fociety  for  conffitutional  in¬ 
formation.  In  both  the  publica¬ 
tions,  may  be  feen  an  account  of 
this  important  affair,  fo  far  as  it  hath 
already  been  tranfafted.  The  lovers 
of  liberty  wait  for  the  event  with 
no  fmall  degree  of  anxiety. 

Several  books  of  Law  Reports 
have  appeared  during  the  courfe  of 
the  year,  with  regard  to  which  it 
may  be  fufficient  barely  to  announce 
them,  as  they  are  chiefly  intended 
for  the  ufe  of  profeffional  men. 
The  works  we  refer  to  are,  the  fifth, 
fixth,  and  feventh  volumes  of 
44  Brown’s  Reports  of  Cafes  in  Par¬ 
liament;”  44  Cowper’s  Reports  of 
Cafes  in  the  King’s  Bench  44  Dou¬ 
glas’s  Reports  of  Cafes  argued  and 
determined  in  the  fame  court and 
“  Reyner’s  Cafes  at  large  concern¬ 
ing  Tithes.”  The  great  reputation 
which  Mr.  Douglas  has  acquired  by 
his  Hi. (lory  of  the  Determinations 
upon  Parliamentary  Eleftions,  muff 
enfure  a  good  reception  to  any  of 
his  productions  of  a  fimilar  nature. 

It  will  not  be  expefted  that  we 
fhould  take  any  particular  notice  of 
one  or  two  treatifes  relative  to  the 
mechanical  part  of  the  law ;  fuch 
as  Mr.  Highmore’s,  44  Digeff  of  the 
Doftrine  of  Bail  in  civil  and  crimi¬ 
nal  Cafes and  Mr.  Cruife’s  44  Ef- 
fay  on  the  Nature  and  Operation  of 
common  Recoveries.”  Of  thefe 
works  all  we  can  fay  is,  tha't,  ac¬ 
cording  to  good  information,  they 
are  well  calculated  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  have  been 
written. 

The  beff  method  of  managing  and 
fupporting  the  poor  is  an  objeft  of 
great  importance.  Few  of  our  rea¬ 
ders  can  be  ffrangers  to  the  pains 
which  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert,  and  other  gentlemen  on  this 
bead,  and  to  the  various  trafts  that 
$  have 
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have  been  publifhed  on  the  fubjeft. 
Hitherto  no  plan  has  been  formed 
that  Has  been  confidered  by  the  le- 
glflature  as  fuftkiently  practicable 
and  ufeful  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  alter  modes  of 
adminiftration  which  have  long  been 
eftabliffied,  and  which,  'with  all 
their  faults,  feem  in  fame  degree  to 
be  interwoven  into  the  conftitution. 
Hr.  M‘ Parian  hath  confidered  the 
matter  at  large,  in  his  44  Inquiries 
concerning  the  Poor/7  The  author 
fird  confiders  the  poor  according  to 
the  different  caufes  of  poverty  ; 
then  reviews  the  feveral  methods  of 
fupport'ing  them,  both  in  England 
and  Scotland,  together with  the  va¬ 
rious  fchemes  propofed  for  remedy¬ 
ing  their  defects ;  and  iaftly,  en¬ 
quires  into  the  moft  effectual  means 
of  employing  and  providing  for 
them,  and  preventing  the  increafe 
of  beggary.  What  Dr.  M4  Parian 
has  advanced  on  thefe  heads  is  e- 
qually  intelligent  and  humane  ;  and 
his  work  is  entitled  to  the  clofeff  at¬ 
tention.  PI’S  enquiries  have  led 
him  to  condemn  legal  rates  for  the 
poor  ;  but  we  are  apprehenffve  that 
they  could  not  be  completely  re¬ 
lieved  without  fuch  rates,  in  large 
and  populous  cities,  and  in  the  great 
Oommercialandmaniilacluringtowns 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  police  of  the  city  of  Weft* 
tnuifter  is  known  to  be  very  imper¬ 
fect,  and  greatly  to  hand  in  need  of 
reformation.  It  hath  often  been 
complained  of,  and  a  parliamentary 
eonlideration  of  it  has  been  pro- 
mifed  ;  but  the  political  contefts  of 
the  times  are  unfavourable  to  un¬ 
dertakings  of  real  utility.  Mr. 
Sayer,  in  his  44  Obfervations  on  the 
Police  or  Civil  Government  of 
Weftminfter,”  has  manifefted  a  pro¬ 
found  and  extenfive  knowledge  of 
his  fubjeCt.  He  enters  fully  into 
the  hiftory  of  the  franchifs  veiled 


in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  col¬ 
legiate  church,  explains  the  courts 
held  under  them,  and  deferibes  the 
bufinels  and  duty  of  the  feveral  of¬ 
ficers  appointed  by  them,  and  to 
whom  the  government  of  the  city  is 
committed.  After  this  he  points 
out  the  deledrs  under  which  the  con* 
dilution  of  Weftminfter  at  prefent  la¬ 
bours. and  propofes  apian  of  reform. 
The  plan  is  the  refult  of  deep 
thought  and  ftudy,  and  is  highly 
worthy  of  public  invedigation  :  but 
whether  it  is  likely  to  be  carried  in¬ 
to  execution,  or,  if  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  whether  it  would  entirely 
remove  the  evils  complained  of,  is 
not  in  our  power  to  determine. 

It  was  not  to  be  expedted  that  the 
decifion  of  the  houfe  of  peers  with 
regard  to  general  bonds  of  resigna¬ 
tion  upon  prefentafions  to  livings, 
which  took  place  in  the  eaufe  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Difney  Fytche  and  the 
bifhop  of  London,  fhould  be  pa  fled 
over  wirnout  animadvCrffon.  That 
decifion  was  furprizing  to  perfonsof 
refledlion,  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  courts  of  judicature 
for  two  hundred  years  pad.  It 
was  obtained,  alfo,  by  only  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  one  ;  and  that  majority  con¬ 
fided  principally  of  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  lords.  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  in  his 
*4  Thoughts  on  Bonds  of  Refigna- 
tion,57  hath  confidered  the  fubjedl 
with  propriety  and  good  fenfe,  and 
propofes  the  framing  of  a  bill  to  re¬ 
gulate  this  matter  in  future.  We 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  another 
pamphlet  has  been  written  on  the 
fide  of  Mr.  Fytche  ;  but  (for  what 
caufes  we  know  not)  it  has  not  yet 
been  publifhed.  The  truth  of  the 
cafe  is,  that  the  evil  which  prefled 
upon  the  minds^of  rhe  bifhops  ought 
to  have  been  remedied  by  an  a£t  of 
parliament,  and  not  by  overturning 
the  uniform  determination  of  tha 
judges  for  fo  long  a  period  of  time. 
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We  ought  not  to  forget  the  Re¬ 
ports  of  the  Commilfio'  ers  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Accounts,  a  handfome  edition  of 
the  fir  ft  volume  of  which  has  been 
Jmblifhed  by  Mr.  Mollefon,  their 
fecretarv.  The  obligations  of  the 
nation  in  genefal  to  thefe  gentlemen 
is  univerfally  acknowledged,  and  the 
perfpicuny  and  preciiidn  with  which 
their  information  is  drawn/up  have 
juftly  excited  great  admiration  and 
applaufe,  But  of  this  there  is  the 
lefs  occafion’to  fpeak,  as  the  Reports 
have  regularly  been  infer  ted  in  our 
Regifter,  and  thole  which  appeared 
in  1783,  will  there  be  found  in  their 
proper  places. 

In  pure  mathematics,  we  fcarce- 
ly  recoiled!  any.  work,  excepting 
Mr.  Scott’s  “  Elements  of  Geome¬ 
try  in  which  he  propofes  to  de¬ 
mon  ft  rate,  with  concifenefs  and 
perfpicuity,  all  the  material  prbpo- 
litions  in  the  find  fix,  eleventh,  and 
twelfth  books  of  Euclid.  This  au¬ 
thor,  like  many  others  who  have 
gone  before  him,  Has  attempted  to 
give  Euclid’s  proportions  in  a  mors 
compendious  form  than  that  in  which 
they  exiftin  the  original!  Euclid's 
proper  demonftfations  are  fo  clear 
and  fo  natural,  that,  having  formerly 
ffudied  him  according  to  his  own 
method,  we  have  never  thought  of 
any  other  mode  of  arriving  at  the 
knowledge  of  his  problems  and  the¬ 
orems. 

In  publications  of  a  malhematb 
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cal  nature,  the  ltioft  valuable  pro- 
dudfions  of  the  year  are  Dr.  Price’s 
Oblervations  on  Reverflonary  Pay- 
inents,  and  Mr  Maferes’s  Treatife 
bn  Reverfions  and  Annuities.  Dr. 
Price’s  book  is.  another  edition  (be¬ 
ing  the  fourth)  of  a  work,  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  which  is  too  firmly  efta- 
blifhed  to  ftand  in  need  of  our^fanc- 
lon!  The  reafon  of  our  nor/  men- 
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tionihp-  it  is,  that  it  hath  receiyed 
great  additions  and  improvements  ; 
fo  that  the  ingenious  add  worthy 
author  appears  to  have  carried 
it  to  the  urrnofl  perfection  to  which 
he  is  capable  of  railing  it-;  and  that 
is  a  oerfection  which  no'  preceding' 
writer  had  attained  upon  the  fame 
fubjedtc 

Mr.  Maferes’s  Book  on  Reverii- 
ons  and  Annuities  is  a  new  Treat  i  Id 
of  a  limilar  nature,  and  comes  front 
a  gentleman  who  is  acknowledged 
to  be  one  of  the  fir  ft  mathematician^ 
of  the  age.  The  prefect  perform¬ 
ance  is  a  mod  elaborate  production, 
and  is  highly  inftructive  to  thofe  f’oL* 

whom  it  is  intended.  Dr.  Price 
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and  Mr.  Male  res  concur  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  calculation,  and  agree  ill 
recommending  the  fame  method  of 
liquidating  the  national  debt* 

As  Mr.  Gale's  “  EfTay  on  the 
Nature  and  Piinciples  of  Public 
Credit,55  abounds  in  calculations, 
we  cannot,  perhaps,  any  where 
mention  it  more  properly  than  iri 
this  place.  Not  having  feen  the 
work  itfelf,  we  can  only  fay,  that 
it  bears  the  character  of  being  a  la¬ 
boured  and. u fetul  treatife; 

[In  natural  philoiophy,  we  muff; 
as  ufual,  give  the  fir  ft  place  to  the 
tranfadfions  of  the  Royal  Society. 
The  fecOnd  part  of  the  feventy-lecond 
volume  is  peculiarly  intercliing,  ;  » 
it  affords  us  a  defeription  of  a  ther¬ 
mometer,  for  meafuring  the  high¬ 
er  degrees  of  heat,  invented  bv  Mr. 
Wedgwood,  which  is  equally  fimpLc 
and  convenient.  Mr.  SmeatonH 
experiments,  alfo,  on  the  coHifioa 
of  bodies,-  are  the  more  ufeful,  as 
they  are  conftantly  applied  to  aff.ua! 
practice.  He  has  certainly  cor  re  Ted 
a  very  fundamental  miftake  in  the 
firft  principles  refpeefing  the  force 
loft  by  the  collifion  of  non-elaftic 
fofr.  bodies,  The  other  more  ufeful 
a  papers 


[244]  DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


papers  will  be  mentioned  under  their 
proper  titles.  The  fir ft  pait  of  the 
entiling  volume  does  not  del'erve  the 
Line  diftindfion.  Mr.  Herfchei’s 
method  of  meafuring  the  diameter 
of  the  Georgium  Sidus,  fir  William 
Hamilton’s  account  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  in  Italy,  and  Mr.  Caven- 
difh’s  Eudiometer,  with  the  obser¬ 
vations  which  relate  to  Experiments 
on  Air,  are  the  chief  papers  which 
merit  attention  in  this  department 
of  our  work.  The  other  publica¬ 
tions  of  this  year  are,  Dr.  Milner’s 
Experiments  and  Obfervations  in 
Electricity,  which  rather  illuftrate 
former  opinions,  than  fupport  new 
ones  ;  though  he  endeavours  to 
{hew,  that  the  real  effedl  of  the  e- 
ledtrical  fluid,  when  in  adtion,  is  to 
attradi  only.  The  apparent  repul- 
fion  is  explained  in  another  way. 
We  may  alfo  add  Mr.  Adams’sTrea- 
tife  on  Eled1ricity.  While  his  chief 
aim  is  to  explain  the  apparatus,  and 
to  teach  the  method  of  tiling  ir,  he 
gives  a  general  and  familiar  view  of 
the  fcience. 

In  chemiflry,  Mr.  Henry  has 
tranflated  a  very  interefting  work  of 
Mr.  Lavoifier  of  the  Fi  each  acade¬ 
my,  which  principally  relates  to  the 
conftitution  of  acids.  His  opinions, 
as  ufual,  are  probably  not  equally  ^ 
admiflible.  Mr.  Kirwan  has  point¬ 
ed  out  one,  in  which  he  certainly - 
feems  to  be  miftaken  ;  but,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  his  experiments  are  clear  and 
decilive:  they  are  condudted,  and 
related  with  equal  addrefs  and  per- 
fpicuky.  We  {hall  mention  the 
principal  objedf  of  his  attention,  viz. 
that  the  acidifying  principle  is,  de- 
phlogifticated  air  ;  and  that  the  va¬ 
riety  of  acids  depends  only  on  the 
peculiar  fource  from  which  each  is 
derived.  He  controverts  Dr.  Prieft- 
ley’s  opinion,  and  inftead  of  air  be¬ 
ing  compofed  of  the  nitrous  acida 


thinks  the  nitrous  acid  confifts 
chiefly  of  air.  We  ftrongly  fuf- 
pedf,  that  future  experience  will,  in 
many  refpedfs,  confirm  Mr,  Lavoi- 
fier’s  fentiments.  Mr.  Kirwan 
purfues  his  experiments  in  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranladfions  with  fuccefs, 
though  they  are  by  no  means  e- 
qually  interefting  in  every  part.  If 
thole  which  relate  to  elective  attrac¬ 
tions  are  confirmed  by  future  trials, 
they  will  reftore  feme  order  and 
confiftency  to  afubjedt  which  almoft 
every  new  experiment  feems  to  con- 
fufe.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that 
Mr.  Kirwan  is  not  always  happy 
in  explaining  his  fentiments,  and 
has  employed  much  time  in  details 
which  can  never  be  applied  to  any 
ufeful  purpofe.  Mr.  Bergman,  on 
the  contrary,  in  a  popular  and  amuf- 
ing  difeourfe  on  the  ufefulnefs  of 
chemiflry,  fhews  its  very  extenfive 
influence,  in  almoft  every  art  which 
adminifters  either  to  the  comfort  or 
fupport  of  human  life.  Yet  it  muff 
be  owned,  that,  excepting  on  the 
fubjedt  of  air,  which  is  detailed  in  a 
com  prehen  five,  and  fometimes  in 
an  unufual  manner,  we  find  nothing 
which  we  with  to  preferve.  In  his 
“  Sciagraphia  regni  Mineralis,”  or 
an  Arrangement  of  Foflils,  from  a 
view  of  their  immediately  compo¬ 
nent  parts,  he  adds  remarkably  to 
our  knowledge  of  chemiflry.  He 
is  forms  us  of  the  conflitution  of 
many  minerals,  which  no  minera- 
logifl  had  yet  difeovered,  and  of 
others  which  had  been  only  fufr 
peeled.  In  black  lead  and  arfenic, 
we  find  that  an  acid  united  to  phlo- 
giflon  will  alTtime  the  appearance  of 
a  metal  ;  and  that  the  terra  pon- 
derofa  has  been  reduced  to  a  regains. 
We  cannot  mention  the  many  parti* 
culars  which  merit  the  attention  of 
the  chemift.  His  tranflator,  Dr, 
Withering,  who  by  an  allowable  li¬ 
cence 
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eence  has  called  his  work  44  the  Out¬ 
lines  of  Mineralogy,5’  has  added  to 
this  information,  by  inferring  from 
other  works,  or  from  his  own  obfer¬ 
vations,  Bergman’s  new  Species  of 
Minerals,  which  had  been  difeover- 
ed  fince  the  publication  of  the  Sci- 
agraphia.  But  we  have  other  obli¬ 
gations  to  Dr.  Withering.  He  is 
now  intent  on  examining,  the  large 
mafies,  which  are  found  in  different 
parts  of  the  earth.  We  have  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  his  labours,  in  the  fecond 
part  of  the  feventy- fecond  volume  of 
the  Philofophical  Tran  factions,  on 
the  Rowley  rag  and  toad  hone,  which 
form  immenfe  ftrata  in  Staffordfnirs 
and  Derby fhi re.  The  attempt  is 
certainly  proper,  and  the  conduit 
and  relation  of  his  experiments  de¬ 
fer  ve  the  higheft  credit,  for  their 
precifion  and  perfpicuity.  We  ought 
to  mention,  though  we  cannot  re¬ 
commend  it  as  a  fafe  guide,  Dr. 
Trinder’s  44  Inquiry  into  the  Pro¬ 
perties  and  Effefts  of  the  Medical 
Waters  of  Effex.”  We  receive  al- 
fo  little  real  information  from  Dr, 
Wall’s  elegant  Differtations  on  fe* 
left  Subjects  of  Chemiftry  and  Me¬ 
dicine.  The  Hiflory  of  ChemiAry 
is,  we  are  informed,  very  nearly  a 
copy  of  that  given  by  Dr.  Black, 
in  the  uijiverfity  of  Edinburgh,  As 
chemical  works  are  nearly  allied 
to  medicine,  we  fhould  mention  Mr, 
Home’s  Candid  Examination  of  the 
Efficacy  and  Innocence  of  Solvents. 
In  this,  he  clearly  (hews  that  Sol¬ 
vents  preferve  their  powers,  even 
after  they  are  fecreted  by  the  kid¬ 
neys,  and  f.tisfaftorily  vindicates 
them  from  any  noxious  effeft  on  the 
con  flit  ution. 

Chemifhy  and  natural  hi  dory 
unite  alfo,  as  they  relate  to  the  hu¬ 
man  body.  Mr.  Parmentier  long 
ago  fhewed  us  a  method  of  p rear¬ 
ing  different  farinaceous  vegetables, 
fb  as  to  fit  them  lot'  diet®  It  has 


been  this  year  tranflated,  under  the 
title  of  44  Obfervations  on  fuch 
Nutritive  Vegetables,  as  may  be 
fubflituted  in  the  Place  of  ordinary 
Food.”  It  is  needlefs  to  fay,  that 
a  work  of  this  kind  mud  be  really 
ufeful  ;  and  it  is  furprizing  that  ttr 
a  large  volume  by  Mr.  Bryant, 
Itiled  44  Flora  Diaetetica,”  be  fliouid 
have  very  (lightly  deferibed  the  cu¬ 
linary  preparations.  He  has  alfo 
been  guilty  of  many  errors,  chiefly 
from  his  inattention  to  very  com¬ 
mon  authors.  Bergius  and  Par- 
mentier  would  perhaps  have  cor» 
refted  mi  flakes,  and  fupplied 
his  deficiencies.  The  fame  author 
has  endeavoured  to  render  the  dif- 
tinftion  between  the  turret  and  ffar- 
ry  puff-ball,  two  fpecies  of  ly coper- 
don,  more  clear  and  exaft.  I11 
larger  works  of  natural  hiftory,  this 
is  rather  the  sera  of  expeftation  than 
of  attainment.  The  mofl  import¬ 
ant  one  of  the  prefent  year,  is  the 
continuation  of  an  Englifh  tranila- 
tion  of  Linnaeus’s  44  Sydem  of  Vege¬ 
tables,”  with  the  lateff  difeoveries. 
The  great  end  of  the  translators  is 
to  form  a  botanical  language,  in 
Englifh,  equally  expreffive  and  e- 
qually  comprehenfive  with  that  of 
Linmeus.  They  have  in  general 
fucceeded  very  well ;  though  the 
appearance  of  this  language  is,  at 
firft,  barbarous  and  uncouth.  The 
fecond  volume  of  44  Letters  on  Agri¬ 
culture,  &c.  felefted  from  the  Cor- 
refpondence  Book  of  the  Bath  So¬ 
cieties,”  is  a  monument  of  their 
induftry  and  attention.  Many  of 
the  detached  obfervations  are  really 
valuable.  Mr.  Marfden’s  4‘  Hiflory 
of  Sumatra,”  affords  us  important 
information  refpefting  the  natural 
hiflory  of  pepper  and  camphire® 
We  can  only  will],  that  his  deferip- 
tions  of  the  plants  ufed  for  different 
purpofes,  by  the  natives,  had  been 
more  particular  and  fcienriiic*  Jr* 
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this  place,  we  mu  ft  mention  the 
new  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Phar¬ 
macopoeia  ;  for,  in  the  Hit  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  we  find  the  names 
and  defcriptions  of  the  plants  lifed 
in  medicine.  The  references  are  to 
the  Species  Plantarum  of  I/nnseus, 
and  the  Supplement  of  his  fon. 
This  addition  Is  now  for  the  firft 
time  extended  to  more  doubtful  fpe- 
cies ;  fo  that  it  affords  a  fatisfadtory 
information  to  the  botanift,  and 
renders  the  choice  and  feledlion  of 
medicines  more  certain  and  exatft. 
It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that 
there  are  alio  feme  real  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  preparation  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  officinals. 

In  anatomy,  we  have  received  a 
fplendid'work  from  Dr.  Monro  of 
Edinburgh.  It  is  entitled,  1,4  Qb- 
fervations  on  the  Structure  and 
Functions  of  the  Nervous  SyUem/’ 
and  adorned  with  many  copper¬ 
plates.  Thefe  art  not,  however, 
executed  fo  elegantly,  as  to  excite 
our  applaufe  :  indeed,  in  many  in- 
fbinces  they  are  indiftindt,  ;rnd  in¬ 
capable  of  adding  to  the  clearness 
of  the  deferiptipn.  The  text  is  ele¬ 
gantly  printed,  and  contains  lome 
accurate  anatomical  details,  and 
fome  phyfiological  obfervations — 
frequently  juft,  and  always  candid. 
Mr.  Sheldon,  who  is  preparing 
elegant  plates  of  \he  lymphatic 
fyftem,  has  introduced  them  by  a 
republication  of  fome  diftertations, 
formerly  publilhed  by  Lieberkuhn. 
We  need  not  fay  that  thefe  are  ac¬ 
curate  and  perfpicuous.  It  is  pro¬ 
bably,  becaufe  one  of  them  de¬ 
ft:  lihes  the  villi  of  the  inteftines, 
that  they  are  now  prefented  to  us  by 
this  able  anatornift.  If  it  were  not 
for  the  poverty  of  the  prefect  an¬ 
nual  colledHon  of  anatomifts,  we 
Ihould  not  probably  have  introduced 
Mr.  Woofendale.  His  account  of 
the  teeth  capno.t  indeed  be  men- 
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tioned  with  applaufe  :  as  an  author 
of  this  period,  only,  he  has  at¬ 
tracted  our  attention. 

It  is  from  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  ft  ruff  u  re  and  fituation  of  the 
'different  parrs  of  the  body,  as  well 
as  from  a  candid  examination  of  the 
feveral  facts,  that  Dr.  Ofborn  has 
decided  the  queftion  concerning  the 
propriety  of  dividing  the  fymphifi  * 
of  the  pubes,  when  labour  is  im¬ 
peded  by  a  deformed  or  preternatu¬ 
ral  ly  ftrait  pelvis.  His  44  Treatife 
on  laborious  Parturition/''  is  equally 
candid,  juft,  and  accurate;  and, 
in  fpite  of  the  declamations  of  the 
French  furgeons,  he  has  clearly 
fhev/n,  that  the  operation  is  neither 
fafe  nor  ufeful.  The  liberal  con- 
trove  rly  between  him  and  Dr  Ha¬ 
milton,  profeffof  of  midwifery  in 
Edinburgh,  on  fome  profeffional 
points,  difplays  a  candour  and  ur¬ 
banity  always  defirable,  though  feh 
aom  obferved,  and  has  added  con-* 
ftderably  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
fubjedi.  The  latter  anfwers  the  ob- 
jedtiops  of  Dr.  Ofborn,  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix  to  the  44  Outlines  of  Mid¬ 
wifery  /*  —  a  corrected  and  im- 
proved  edition  of  a  work  formerly 
publifned,  under  the  title  of  44  Ele- 
ments/1  but  fo  much  changed  as 
to  require,  and  deferve  a  new  form’. 
We  add,  with  pleafure,  that  it  is 
an  introduction  to  that  fcience,  full 
of  learning,  knowledge,  and  hu¬ 
manity.  Mr.  Pen  eft  V  fecond  vo» 
lume  of  44  Cafes  in  Midwifery,  with 
References,  Quotations,  &c.”  can¬ 
not  be  allowed  to  have  improved 
the  fcience  :  they  have  rather  addedj 
to  the  lumber  which  confufes  and 
impedes. 

The  different  methods  of  ampu¬ 
tation  recommended  by  Mellrs, 
Alanfon  and  My  non,  in  their  fe¬ 
veral  publications,  entitled,  44  Prac¬ 
tical  Obfervations  and  Thoughts  on 
Amputation/’  cannot  at  prefent  be 
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el-efcribed.  They  are  lefs  conneCt- 
ed  with  anatomical  researches  than 
the  works,  formerly  mentioned, 
and  may  be  allowed  to  poftefs  ad¬ 
vantages,  though  at  the  expence  of 
fome  pain  to  the  patient,  it  is  ftill 
a  doubt,  whether  the  utility  of  the 
bold  and  deciiive  operation,  recom¬ 
mended  by  Mr.  Park,  will  compen- 
fate  for  the  danger  of  it,  and  the 
length  of  the  requilite  confinement. 
Perhaps  the  neceffity  of  thefe  44  Her- 
culean  expedients5’  may  be  rendered 
lefs  frequent,  by  Mr.  Cnderwood’s 
44  Treadle  on  Ulcers  in  the  Legs.” 
It  is  a  Strong  argument  in, favour 
of  his  method,  that  his  patients  are 
allowed,  and  even  enjoined  to  walk  ; 
befides,  that  Mr.  Underwood  is  not 
afraid  of  healing  the  old-eft  ulcer. 
Thefe  are  circuraftances  which  fu¬ 
ture  experience  mu  ft  decide  on  ;  but 
humanity  muft  frnile  on  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  the  attempt.  A  little  44  Ef- 
fay  on  the  Means  of  treating  ulce¬ 
rated  Legs,”  deferves,  from  this 
view,  our  attention*  as  well  as  from 
the  Ingenuous  modefty  of  the  au¬ 
thor.  A  mifcellaneous  work  in  fur- 
eerv  and  medicine  by  Dr,  Butter 

O  J  «  v  »  *  • 

muft  be  ■  alfo  mentioned  in  this 
place.  It  conftfts  of  a  collection  of 
the  darings  of  impetuous  youth. 
We  have  mentioned  his  more  ma¬ 
tured  works  with  refpect ;  and  even 
thefe,  under  the  guidance  of  cooler 
age,  may  probably  fuggeft  fome 
tifeful  improvements. 

We  have  advanced  by  degrees  to 
the  more  general  works  in  furgery. 
The  onlv  fin: (bed  one,  is  little  more 
than'  a  collection  of  definitions  and 
fancied  improvements,  by  Dr. 
Aitkin  of  Edinburgh.  While  it 
might  have  been  negleCted  for  its 
matter,  it  ought  to  be  introduced  to 
guard  the  younger  Undents  from 
the  impofing  appearance  of  a  p]au- 
ftble  confidence.  Both  the  matter 
|nd  the  manner  are  equally  rep  re- 


henfible.  Mr,  Bell  proceeds  with 
greater  modefty,  and  more  exten¬ 
sive  knowledge.  From  thole  parts 
of  his  fyftem  of  furgery,  which  he 
has  already  publifhed,  we  entertain 
the  higheft  expectations  of  what  he 
has  promifed. 

Dr.  Aitkin  unites  medicine  with 
furgery,  for  it  comprehends  both  ; 
and,  in  each  fcicnce,  he  is  entitled  to 
equal  refpeCt.  His  mechanical  ge¬ 
nius,  if  united  with  any  fliare  of  judg¬ 
ment  or  knowledge,  might  probably 
render  him  more  ufefiit.  Dr,  Kirk¬ 
land  alfo  joins  both  thefe  fciences, 
with  great  fagacity  and  fkill,  in  his 
44  Inquiry  into  the  prefent  Crate  of 
Medical  Surgery.”  He  had  long 
iince  d  i  ftin  S' ui  filed  himfelf  as  an 

O 

acute  and  candid  enquirer,  with  a 
little  fondness  for  new  or  uncom¬ 
mon  opinions.  With  the  fame  cha¬ 
racter,  he  is  himfelf  a  refbeCtable 
example  of  the  coalition  for  which, 
he  contends  ;  but,  as  the  firft  vo- 
.  lume  of  his  work  has  only  appeared, 
we  fhall  have  another  occaiion  tq 
confider  his  more  particular  merits. 
Dr.  Swediar’s  44  Practical  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  more  obftinate  vene¬ 
real  Complaints,”  and  Mr.  White’s 
work  on  that  fwclling  of  the  legs* 
which  attacks  puerperal  women,  are 
more  commonly  the  province  of  the 
furgeon.  In  that  refpeCf,  Div  Kirk¬ 
land’s  propofal  is  already  complied 
with.  The  former  treatife  is  fuU 
of  valuable  obfervations,  and  con¬ 
tains  a  more  extenfive  and  exaCl  ac¬ 
count  of  mercurial  preparations, 
than  we  have  yet  met  with.  The 
latter  may  in  every  fenfe  be  pro¬ 
nounced  trifling,  excepting  in  the 
pomp  of  the  method  of  cure. 

We  have,  in  the  laft  year,  re¬ 
ceived  fome  tranflations  from  earlier 
authors,  who  have  united  alfo  both 
fciences.  Riollay’s  tranflation  of 
44  The  Doftrines  and  PraCtice  of 
Hippocrates,”  is  not,  indeed,  com- 
^4  piete* 
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plete.  He  has  fele£led  fomeof  the 
more  ufeful  parts  of  that  author, 
and  added  obfervations  which  are 
acute  and  lively,  candid  and  juft. 
He  thinks  that  the  real  works  of 
Hippocrates  are  few,  and  that  thofe,  j 
which  are  fuppoled  to  be  fo,  are 
more  probably  the  accumulated  fci- 
ence  of  the  preceding  ages.  “  Vix- 
ere  fortes  ante  Agamemnona.”’  But 
heieems  to  add,  that  the  fubfequent 
writers,  fo  far  as  Galen,  have  added 
little  to  the  rnafs.  The  tranflation 
of  Hoffman,  begun  by  Dr.  Lewis, 
and  completed  by  Dr.  Duncan,  is 
juft  and  accurate  :  we  wifll  how¬ 
ever,  that  fome  of  the  beft  of  his 
differtations  were  added  to  it,  and 
perhaps  they  fhould  be  alfo  abridged. 
Hoffman  is  diffufe,  tirefome,  and 
full  of  repetitions ;  but  his  real 
merit  is  too  great  to  be  obfcured  by 
his  faults. 

If  the  devaluations  of  war  excite 
horror,  and  we  wifh  to  avert  it  as 
the  greateft  evil ;  yet  it  may  be  ul¬ 
timately  even  of  fervice  to  mankind. 
It  it  calls  forth  generality,  tender- 
nefs  and  humanity,  by  difplaying 
fcenes  for  their  execution,  its  com¬ 
plicated  hardfhips  alfo  give  a  dif¬ 
ferent  appearance  to  difeafes — (how 
us  what  nature  can  perform,  and. 
what  medicines  can  effedl.  Mr. 
Iloilo's  u  Obfcrvations  on  the  Dif¬ 
eafes  which  appeared  at  Saint  Lu¬ 
cia,  ”  are  frequently  valuable.  Mr. 
Eohertfon’s,  “  On  the  Jail  and  Hof- 
pital  Fever,”  deferve  the  fame  title. 
Dr.  Schotte  and  Mr.  Mathews  were 
both  connected  with  the  army,  and 
their  obfervations  were  drawn  from 
adual  experience.  Dr.  Schotte’s 
41  Trcatife  on  the  Synochus  Atra- 
biliofa,,-,‘ gives  a  very  candid  and  in¬ 
telligent  account  of  a  nioft  dread¬ 
ful  lever  which  raged  at  Senegal, 
and  was  generally  fatal,  in  fpite  of 
the  mold  judicious  andfalutary  mea- 
fpres^  From  his  practice,  \ye  have 


certainly  received  additional  know¬ 
ledge,  which  may  be  applied  with 
more  fucceis,  in  lefs  delperare  cafes., 
Mr.  Mathews’s  “  Obfervations  on 
Hepatic  Difeafes  incidental  to  Euro-, 
peans  in  the  Eaft  Indies,”  are  fen- 
lible  and  judicious..  They  will  pro-, 
bably  be  received  with  the  more  at-, 
tention,  aathey  promife  relief  to  the 
disappointed  valetudinarian,  who. 
has  loft  his  health  in  pnrfuit  of 
wealth  or  power,,  and  finds  the  ex¬ 
change  inadequate  or  difadvan- 
tageous.  While  thefe  gentlemen 
have  purfued  knowledge  in  the 
il-  tented  field,”  and  by  the  bed 
of  ficknefs,  Dr.  Millar  has  endea¬ 
voured  to  build  his  fame  on  their 
obfervations,  added  to.  his  own  ex¬ 
perience  at  home..  He  has  attack¬ 
ed  the  practice  of  the  army  phy- 
ficians,  during  the  war  in  Germany; 
and  though  he  fupports  his  opinion 
by  thofe  of  the  authors  already 
mentioned,  yet  he  frequently  hints, 
that  the  conduT  of  others,  in  find- 
lar  fituations,  has  been  reprehen- 
fible.  His  great  objedl  in  two; 
quarto  volumes,  entitled  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  the  Management  of  the. 
prevailing  Difeafes  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  thofe.  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,”  is  to  fhew,  that  there  is  one 
kind  only  of  continued  fever,  and 
that  bark  and  cordials  are  the  chief 
remedies.  This  opinion,  however, 
is  fupported  by  partial  and  confined, 
views,  and  is  not  founded  on  a  ge¬ 
neral  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
epidemics.  His  tables,  which  re¬ 
late  to  the  praftice  of  the  phyficians 
in  Germany,  have  been  oppofed  by 
the  return  from  the  war-office,  in, 
the  fecond  edition  of  Dr.  Monro’s 
“  Difeafes  of  the  Army.”*  The  dif- 
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ferent  fources  from  which  they  were 
obtained,  account  for  the  variety 
obferved  in  them  ;  and  candor  will 
fuggeft,  that  the  fubjedf  may  be, 
now  better  underftood,  or  the  na^ 
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lure  of  difeafes  may  have  changed. 
Dr.  Millar,  however,  feems  not  to 
poiTefs  thole  talents  which  will  en¬ 
sure  hi  nr  any  fhare  in  the  honour 
ol  the  difcpvery. 

The  proreffors  of  the  college  at 
Edinburgh,  have  purfued  the  fub- 
jedts  of  their  feveral  inffitutions. 
We  have  in  this  year  received  the 
continuation  of  Dr.  Cullen’s  44  Firft 
Lines. ”  The  third  volume,  like 
the  former  ones,  is  concife,  but 
comprehenlive  and  exa6t :  it  dis¬ 
plays  faga'city  and  judgment ;  hut 
while  the  fame  affectation  of  novelty 
is  perceivable,  we  can  Seldom  re¬ 
gret  that  the  more  ufual  and  bed 
grounded  opinions  are  neglected.  Dr* 
James  Gregory's  44  Confpectus  Me¬ 
dicine  Theoretics, ”  aims  rather  at 
collecting  thofe  opiniorfs  which  are 
founded  on  fads  or  the  moil  pro¬ 
bable  reafoning,  than  at  inventing 
or  Supporting  new  ones*.  He  has 
been  ufefully  employed  in  cleanfing 
the  Augean  Stable  of  theory,  and 
has  performed  the  talk  with  ability. 
The  4S  Aphorifms”' of  Dr.  Wilfoa, 
who,  we  apprehend,  reads  lectures 
in  London,  44  On  the  Difeafes  of 
Children, ”  are  more  exceptionable. 
Both  the  language  and  the  matter 
are  frequently  reprehenfible.  Dr. 
Hamilton’s  Outlines  we  have  already 
mentioned,  and  we  can  only  wifh, 
that  he  had  alfo  exerted  himfelf  in 
this  department. 

The  more  detached  works  of  this 
period,  in  medicine,  are,  an  ad¬ 
mirable  “  Effay  on  the  Nature  and 
Cure  of  the  Phthifis  Pulmonalis,” 
by  Dr'.  Reid,  It  is  the  candid  nar¬ 
ration  of  an  experienced  enquirer, 
as  well  as  a  rational  obferver  ;  and, 
in  that  view,  demands  the  higheft 
rcfpeCh  ’  A  little  44  If  (fay  by  Dr. 
Berkcnhout,  4 ‘On  the  Bite  of  a  Mad 
Dog,”  is  lively  and  fenfible.  Per¬ 
haps  it  may  be  thought  to  have 
trffitpd  fome  refpe&able  chapadlers 

i 


C249l 

with  too  great  freedom  ;  but  a  name 
Should  never  give  a  fandlion  to  error. 
The  great  object  of  the  author  is* 
to  check  the  unlimited  confidence? 
which  is  ufually  placed  in  the  pro-, 
phyladic  remedies  ;  and  he  pro¬ 
bably  might  have  effected  it,  with¬ 
out  a  fneer  at  Dr.  Mead*  The  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Humane  Society  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  publifhed.  We  fhould 
probably  have  faid  more  of  this  in- 
ftitution,  as  well  as  of  Dr.  Hawes* 
if  he  himfelf  had  faid  lefs.  Repu¬ 
tation  was  never  more  cheaply  pur- 
chafed,  and  perfonal  advancement 
never  wore  the  guile  of  humanity 
with  more  fuccefs.  But  we  ought 
to  add,  that  the  objeCt  of  the  fo- 
ciety  deferves  encouragement. 

In  this  age  of  new  remedies, 
thofe  of  the  prefen t  year  Ihould  be 
recorded.  The  only  one  of  which 
we  have  not  yet  heard,  is  the 
44  Curfata,”  a  root  inferred  in  the 
lift  of  medicines,,  in  the  laft  edition 
of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia* 
It  is,,  we  apprehend,  a  bitter,  near¬ 
ly  allied  in  its  botanical  appearances 
to  the  gentian.  In  the  fame  work 
the  digitalis  is  alfo  mentioned,  but 
for  what  purpofe,  we  are  not  yet  in¬ 
formed.  It  is  certainly  a  narcotic, 
probably  a  diuretic.  The  red  bark 
continues  to  be  recommended  in  re¬ 
peated  editions  of  Dr.  Saunders’s 
pamphlet,  and  is  fupported  by  the, 
teftimony  of  the  moft  refpedtable. 
practitioners.  Mr.  Rigby,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  an  44  Effay  on  Uterine, 
Haemorrhages,”  in  an  Effay  on  the 
ufe  of  this  medicine,  coincides  in, 
the  fame  opinion,  and  has  produced 
many  fadts  in  its  fupport.  From 
fome  papers  of  the  late  Mr.  Juffieu, 
we  find  that  it  is  probably  taken 
from  a  tree  of  a  different  fpecies 
from  that  which  affords  the  com¬ 
mon  bark.  The  ufe  of  the  broom- 
feed  has  been  again  revived,  from 

ap 
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an  old  publication  of  Lemery’s,  in 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  a  c‘  Sovereign 
Remedy  for  the  Dropfy.”  It  is  re¬ 
commended  to  be  taken  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  manner,  for  which  we  mull 
refer  to  the  work  itfelf.  There  was 
an  important  Memoir  puhiifhed  by 
order  of  the  French  government  in 
the  Gazette,  which  has  been  tranf- 
lated  by  Dr.  Whitehead.  It  relates 
to  the  virtues  of  ipecacuanha,  in 
the  very  beginning  of  the  puerpe¬ 
ral  fever.  When  given  a  few  hours 
after  the  attack,  fo  as  to  excite  vo¬ 
miting,  it  is  laid  to  be  a  certain 
prophylactic.  This  is  a  fubjedt 
which  delerves  the  moft  ferious  at¬ 
tention,  as  the  difeafe  is  in  fome  fea- 
fons  fo  frequent,  and  lo  fatal.  The 
effedts  of  prophylactics  are  uncertain 
from  their  nature  •  but,  from  thofe 
of  th  is  prefent  remedy,  in  the 
commencement  of  other  fevers,  we 
have  little  doubt  of  its  utility  in 
that  for  which  it  is  recommended,] 

To  the  account  we  have  here 
been  favoured  with,  we  {hall  add  a 
few  farther  particulars,  relative  to 
natural  philolbphv  and  natural  hif- 
iory,  which  have  occurred  to  us  as 
not  unworthy  of  notice.  It  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  amifs,  in  this 
view,  to  mention  the  prog  refs  that 
continues  to  be  made  in  Dr.  Rees’s 
edition  of  the  Cyclopaedia.  This 
great  publication  is  carried  on  with 
Increasing  acceptance  and  fuccefs. 
The  third  volume  is  now  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  work  is  haftening 
to  its  conclufion.  As  the  editor 
advances  in  the  profecution  of  his 
dexign,  he  rifes  to  higher  degrees  of 
excellence  ;  and  this  is  an  event 
that  was  reasonably  to  be  expedfed. 
For  the  farther  a  perfon  proceeds  in 
bis  application  to  any  important  ob¬ 
ject  of  literary  purfuit,  the  more 
do  his  views  extend,  the  larger  be¬ 
comes  his  adtual  knowledge  of 
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things,  and  with  the  greater  facility 
will  he  be  able  to  combine  his  mate¬ 
rials,  fo  as  to  give  the  due  propor¬ 
tion  and  perfection  to  the  different 
parts  of  his  undertaking. 

Captain  ForrefPs  te  Treatife  on. 
the  Monitions  in  India,”  is  upon  a 
fubjedt  which  is  curious  in  philofo- 
phy,  and  important  in  navigation. 
With  regard  to  the  pbilofop.hic.al 
explication  of  the  caufes  of  fhefe 

i. 

winds,  the  captain  mull  be  fatisfied 
with  not.  being  deemed  equal  to 
Halley  ;  but  as  relative  to  naviga¬ 
tion,  his  work  is  entitled  to  ap- 
plaufe.  It  is  divided  into  twelve 
chapters,  including  all  the  varieties 
of  the  monfoons,  and  pointing  out 
the  moil  eligible  tracks  to  be  pur- 
fued  by  navigators.  A  production 
of  this  kind,  which  is  the  refult  of 
ex  te nil  v e  obfe  r  vat  ion  and  ex  perie  nee  9 
wliilft  it  will  be  acceptable  to  all 
who  are  defirous  of  information  up¬ 
on  an  objedi  hitherto  not,  perhaps, 
fo  fully  explained,  mu  ft  be  prac¬ 
tically  ufef ul  to  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  of  our  Ea'ft  India 
ftiips,  and  to  thofe  who  fail  in  the 
Indian  feas, 

Latham’s  -£  General  Synopfis  of 
Birds,”  was  mentioned  by  us,  in  the 
la  ft  year,  with  the  approbation 
which  it  juftlv  deferved.  The  au¬ 
thor  had  then  -  only  completed  the 
fecond  part  of  the  firft  volume.  He 
has  now  publifhed  the  two  parts  of 
the  fecond  volume,  and  his  defign 
is  carried  on  with  the  fame  attention 
and  diligence,  and  the  fame  good 
execution  as  before. 

Mr.  Curtis  is  rifmg  to  diftin.- 
guifhed  eminence  as  a  botanical  wri¬ 
ter.  He  has  publifhed  “  A  Cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Britifli  Medicinal  and 
Agricultural  Plants,  cultivated  in 
the  London  Botanic  Garden  ;V* 
which,  though  a  catalogue,  he  has 
interfperfed  and  enlivened  with  ob- 
fervations  and  quotations  that  rendu* 
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Ip  a  pleafing  as  well  as  an  inftrudtive 
performance.  But  what  we  have 
remedy  m  view,  at  prelent,  is  ms 
44  Flora  LonctmenfisY  This  is  a 
very  capital  work,  which  unites 
accuracy,  utility,  and  iplendour. 

It  fe  principally  tp  be  lamented  that 
it  doth  not,  and,  indeed,  cannot, 
from  the  nature  or  the  undertaking, 
fall  within  the  compafs  of  common 
purchalers.  The  Flora  Londinenfis 
is  publiflied  occaiionally  in  numbers, 
thirty-fix  of  which  conftitute  the 

J  5  % 

firft  volume,  each  number  contain- 
ing  fix  plates.  The  price  of  it  is 
four  pounds  ten  (hilling's,  in  (beets, 

, plain  ;  and  nine  pounds,  coloured. 
We  rejoice  that  there  is  fuch  a  mu¬ 
nificent  i'pirit  in  the  public,  as  to  en¬ 
courage  Mr.  Curtis  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  a  defign  which  redounds  not 
only  to  his  own  great  honour,  but 
which  adds  to  the  reputation  of  the 
kingdom. 

We  mu  ft  not  pafs  over  the  firft 
volume  of  the  <u  Tran  factions  of 
the  Society,  inftituted  at  London 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts, 
Manufact  ure;-,  and  Commerce,  with 
the  Premiums  offered  in  the  Year 
I  -  8  2  Y  No  one  can  be  ignorant  of 
the  obligations  the  nation  is  under 
to  this  excellent  fociety,  which  has 
now ,  fubfifted  for  thirty  years. 
The  fine  arts,  mechanical  inven¬ 
tions,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  are  all  of  them 
highly  indebted  to  the  attention 
and  public  fpirit  of  the  gentlemen 
of  whom  it  is  com  poled.  Concife 
accounts  of  what  has  been  done  by 
them  have  from  time  to  time  ap¬ 
peared';  and  ftune  of  their  tranfac- 
fions  h  ve  been  publifted  in  the 
three  volumes  of  Vg  Doifie’s  44  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Agriculture,  and  other 
(Economical  Arts.  '  A.  proper  re¬ 
solution  has  lately  been  adopted  by 
the  fociety— to  give  an  annual  vo¬ 
lume  to  the  world  ;  and  the  work 
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before  us  affords  a  valuable  evidence 
of  the  good  effects  which  will  pro-  \ 
bably  refult  from  the  defign.  The 
claftes  into  which  it  \s  divided,  are, 
agriculture ;  chemiftry,  dying,  and 
mineralogy  ;  colonies  and  trade ;  ma¬ 
il  ufadtu res ;  mechanics ;  polite  arts  ; 
and  mifeellaneous  articles.  Upon  all 
thefe  heads,  a  variety  of  information 
is  communicated,  which  is  highly 
conducive  to  the  national  welfare. 

We  cannot  difmifs  the  philoib- 
phical  department  of  our  literary 
hiftory,  without  taking  notice  of  the 
Aeroftatic  Machines,  or  Air  Bal¬ 
loons,  though  no  publication  that 
merits  particular  attention,  hath  yet 
appeared  upon  the  fubjedt  in  our 
own  country.  The  principle  on 
which  the  air  balloons  are  con- 
drafted,  has  long  been  known  | 
but  the  application  of  the  princi¬ 
ple,  fo  as  to  produce  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  machines  and  e debts  as  have 
lately  rebuked  from  it,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  owing  to  monfieur  Montgolfier,, 
He  hath  certainly  as  great  a  title  to 
the  character  of  an  inventor  as  al- 
mod  any  difeoverer  can  deferve. 
We  need  not  here  enlarge  on  the 
admiration  this  affair  has  excited  in 
Europe,  or  on  the  wonderful  expe¬ 
riments  that  have  been  exhibited  in, 
France,  the  great  feene  of  the  in¬ 
vention,  and  of  the  aerial  voyages, 
which  have  been  made.  Of  thefe 
an  account  will  be  found  in  our  phi- 
lofophical  papers  ;  and  the  next 
year  will  aftord  farther  relations  of 
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a  fimilar  kind.  In  England,  tho* 
many  balloons  have  been  launched, 
none  of  our  countrymen  have  been 
hardy  enough  to  mount  up  in  any 
of  them  ;  and,  perhaps,  fuch  ex¬ 
peditions  are  more  faired  to  French 
vivacity  than  to  Britifh  gravity. 
Hitherto  the  aerollatic  machines 
have  fu  in  idled  a  much  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  amufi  ment  and  entertain¬ 
ment  than  of  utility  ;  and  whether 
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they  will  ever  be  converted  to  any 
very  valuable  purpofes,  cannot  as 
yet  be  determined.  Every  difcovery 
carries  On  the  work  of  fcience,  in- 
creafes  our  acquaintance  with  the 
powers  of  nature,  and  enlarges  the 
ability  of  man  to  apply  thefe  pow¬ 
ers  to  his  own  advantage.  The 
progrefs  which  hath  been  made  in 
natural  knowledge  fome  years  pall 
has  been  furprizingly  rapid,  and  en¬ 
courages  the  higheft  expectations  of 
what  may  hereafter  be  attained. 

We  now  advert  to  another  depart¬ 
ment  of  literature,  in  which  the  fir  if 
great  object  that  prefents  itfelf  tons 
is  Dr.  Fergus  fords  “  Hiifory  of  the 
Progrefs  and  Termination  of  the 
Roman  Republic. Notwithfland- 
ing  the  author’s  known  abilities  and 
ellablifiied  reputation,  there  were 
feme  circum fiances  attending  this 
work,  which  feemed  likely  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  having  a  very  fpeedy  or  ex- 
tenfive  circulation.  It  is  too  large 
and  expenfive  for  feminaries  of  edu¬ 
cation,  and  for  thofe  perfons  who 
Content  themfelves  with  abridg¬ 
ments,  or  concife  narrations  of  Ro- 
man  affairs.  Many  gentlemen  of 
fortune  may  think,  that  they  hand 
in  need  of  no  farther  information 
than  what  has  already  been  given 
by  Vet  tot,  Hooke,  and  other  wri¬ 
ters.  As  to  pro fe fled  fcholars,  who 
are  converfan't  with  the  ancient  au¬ 
thors,  and  perhaps  have  read  them 
again  and  again,  they  might  not 
eafily  be  perfuaded  to  imagine  that 
any  new  lights  could  be  offered  to 
them  with  regard  to  the  biftory  of 
Rome.  It  was  under  fome  preju¬ 
dices  of  this  kind  that  the  writer  of 
the  prefent  article  laboured.  Being 
no  ft  ranger  either  to  the  ancients  or 
moderns  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  dory,  and  fuppofing  that  he 
had  little  to  learn  on  that  bend,  it 
v/a$  a  coniiderable  time  before  hq. 
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took  Dr.  Fergufon’s  book  into,  his 

hands.  But  when  he  was  at  length 

induced  to  do  it,  he  acknowledges 

that  his  labour  was  amply  rewarded, 

and  that  he  received  lingular  plea- 

fure  and  improvement.  On  the 

earlier  part  of  the  tranfadbions  of 
* 

the  Romans,  the  author  is  very 
brief,  it  being  his  principal  defign 
to  give  a  full  account  of  the  Com- 
mcnwealth,  from  its  complete  efia- 
blifhment  to  its  final  termination. 
This  fubjedf,  which  is  the  noble  d 
objedt  that  civil  hi  dory  prefents  to 
our  view,  the  dodtor  has  examined 
with  an  attention  which  hath  enabled 
him  to  throw  upon  it  additional 
light  and  luftre.  His  narration  is 
copious,  uncommonly  accurate,  and 
highly  indrudtive.  His  language 
is  unaffedted,  generally  perfpicuo.us, 
and  for  the  mod  part  elegant.  His 
rededtions  are  judicious,  and  often 
profound,  without  being  oftenta- 
tioudy  introduced,  and  having  no¬ 
thing  of  the  philosophical  affedfation 
which  has  lately  been  in  fadtion. 
Indeed,  the  work  appears  to  us  to 
be  highly  excellent ;  and  we  are 
perfuaded  that  no  one  will  repent 
the  having  read  it,  however  conver¬ 
fant  he  may  have  been  with  the 
tranfadfions  of  the  Romans,  The 
deferiptions  of  battles  are  remark¬ 
ably  clear,  and  the  charadlers  of 
the  great  men  who  figured  in  the 
later  periods  of  the  republic,  are 
finely  pourtrayed,  Nothing  can  be 
more  complete  than  the  view  which 
is  given  of  the  difpofitions,  motives, 
and  condudl  of  Julius  Caefaf  and  of 
Augudus.  Whild  we  pay,  with 
plea  fure,  this  juft  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  to  Dr.  Fergud  ids  work,  we 
do  not  ccnfider  it  as  without  faults, 
or  agree  with  the  author  in  every 
refpedf. \  We  think  that,  in  a  few 
inliances,  he  is  too  partial  to  the 
aridocracy  of  Rome,  and  that  he 
ijS  too  much  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
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Sylla,  wbofe  cruelties  ought  not  to 
Lave  been  extenuated,  or  fpoken  of 
in  terms  which  have  rather  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  approbation  than  of 
cenfure.  There  are  other  points  in 
which  we  do  not  entirely  concur 
with  Dr.  Fergufon  ;  neither  are  we 
always  fatisfied  with  his  ftyle.  It  is 

e/  w 

fometimes  carelefs  and  incorrebt, 
and  there  isoccalionally  an  aukward- 
nefs  in  the  difpofition  of  the  len¬ 
iences,  together  with  a  ftudied 
q million  of  the  particle  44  and,5’ 
which  leflens  both  the  perfpicuity 
and  harmony  of  the  languaee. 
But  thefe  are  Bight  blemifhes,  when 
compared  with  the  general  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  work  ;  and  we  do  not 
mention  them  with  the  faftidioufnefs 
of  criticifm,  but  from  the  regard 
we  owe  to  juitice  and  to  truth. 

Mrs.  Macaulay  Graham  hath  now 
completed  her  great  deiign  of  the 
44  Hiftory  of  England,  from  the  Ac-, 
ceilion  of  James  the  Firft  to  the  Re¬ 
volution,”  the  eighth  and  lad  vo¬ 
lume  of  it  having  been  published  in 
the  cuorfe  of  the  year*  As  we 
have  formerly  had  cccafion  to  cha- 
•reblarife  the  two  preceding  volumes 
of  the  work,  it  is  needlefs  to  add 
much  more  upon  the  fubjedb  How¬ 
ever  perfons  may  differ  in.  fome 
things  from  this  extraordinary  lady, 
it  would  be  injuflice  to  deny  that  her 
performance  has,  upon  the  whole, 
great  merit.  She  very  wifely  en¬ 
larges  the  moil  on  conflitutional  ob- 
jebts,  and  it  is  highly  to  her  ho¬ 
nour  that  there  is  no  hiflory  which 
is  better  calculated  to  infpire  the 
mind  with  a  hatred  of  tyranny. 
Her  ch arable rs  are  long,  and  much 
laboured;  among  which  thofe  of 
Charles  the  Second  and  of  James 
the  Second,  ftand  particularly  diitin- 
guifhed.  The  character  of  Charles 
is  difplayed  in  all  its  iniquity,  and 
we  mini  add,  with  juftice.  Into 
the  portrait  of  James,  our  hiftoriaa 
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hath  thrown  fome  fofter  flrokes  of 
the  pencil,  which  fhew  a  kind  of 
tendernefs  to  bis  memory,  indeed, 
we  are  pfraid  that  Tire  hath  fpoken 
rather  too  favourably  of  his  private 
virtues ;  for,  not  to  refer  to  the  bar** 
barities  committed  againft  the  adhe¬ 
rents  of  Monmouth,  or  to  other 
parts  of  his  public  condudl,  if  we 
read  only  his  letters  which  have 
been  publiflied  by  fir  John  Dai- 
rymple,  we  (hall  be  convinced  that 
he  had  a  cold  and  unfeeling  heart. 

Dr.  Wat  Ton,  who  wrote  the  Hif¬ 
tory  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  the  Se¬ 
cond, king  ofSpain, with  fo  much  per- 
fpicuiyt,  judgment,  and  acceptance, 
was- hence  encouraged  to  proceed  to 
this  famous  monarchjs  fon  and  fuc- 
cefihr,  Philip  the  Third.  But  the 
dodlor  died  before  the  work  was  fl» 
nifhed,  and  the  manufeript  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Thotnp- 
fon,  who  hath  completed  the  de- 
%n.  Of  the  fix  books  into  which 
the  hiftory  of  the  reign  of  Philip 
the  Third  is  divided,  four  are  by 
Dr.  Watfon,  and  two  by  Dr, 
Thompfon.  It  is  a  very  valuable 
performance,  well  written,  and  con¬ 
taining  a  variety  of  authentic  and 
mftrubhve  information.  The  events 
that  ended  in  the  truce  of  Antwerp, 
and  the  account  of  the  conqueft, 
perfecution,  and  final  expulfion  of 
the  Moors,  are  peculiarly  intereft- 
ing  parts  of  the  volume  before  us„ 
Dr.  Thompfon  takes  up  the  hiftory 
in  the  year  1609,  and  carries  it  on, 
with  diftinguifhed  ability,  to  the 
death  of  Philip,  in  1621,  The 
charabfer  and  exploits  of  Charles 
Emanuel,  duke  of  Savoy,  make 
a  fplendid  figure  in  the  hiftoriea! 
period  which  hath  devolved  upon 
Dr.  Thompfon. 

A  tran Ration  of  the  Abbe  Ray- 
nal’s  u  Philofophical  and  Political 
Hiftory  of  the  Settlements  and 
Trade  of  the  Europeans  ip.  the  Eaft 
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and  Weil  Ihdies,5,  hath  long  been 
known  among  ft  us,  and  has  gone 
through  feveral  editions.  But  the 
work  having  been  greatly  augmented 
and  improved,  a  new  impreraon  was 
wanted,,  containing  the  original  au¬ 
thor’s  numerous  and  Unking  en¬ 
largements,  Such  1  an  impreffion 
has  now  appeared,  in  which  the 
hillory  is  extended  to  eight  octavo 
volumes.  There  are  undoubtedly 
confiderable  faults  in  the  Abbe  Ray- 
lial,  and  fome  of  his  pofitions  are 
very  objectionable.  But  whilil  we 
totally  difapprove  of  the  latitude  of 
his  principles  in  Certain  fefpects, 
we  think  that,  on  the  whole,  he  is 
a  moil  inftru.ctive  and  delightful  hif- 
torian.  We  are  charmed  with  the 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  hu¬ 
manity,  and  for  the  happtfiefs  of 
mankind,  which  he  every  where 
difplays  with  fo  much  energy  and 
feeling.  This  mode  of  writing  from 
the  heart,  even  it  it  had  not  been 
accompanied  with  fo  many  ilriking 
excellencies  of  another  kind  ,  would 
atone  for  a  number  of  defeats. 

After  Leland’s  valuable  and  well 
written  Hifrory  of  Ireland,  we  are 
not  clearly  convinced  of  the  necef- 
fity  and  utility  of  fome  which  have 
iince  been  publilhed.  However, 
there  will  always,  from  various 
motives,  be  new  adventurers  even 
in  the  departments  of  literature 
which  may  feein  already  to  he  fuf- 
ficiently  occupied.  But  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford  has  extended  his  Hillory  of 
Ireland  (which  is  carried  on  in  a 
feries  of  letters)  down  to  the 
prefent  time ;  whereas  Dr.  Leland 
doled  his  narrative  with  the  fettle - 
ment  of  the  country  after  the  battle 
of  the  Boyne.  .  The  principal  view 
of  the  prefent  author  appears  to  be 
to  animate  bis  countrymen  in  the 
profecution  of  their  rights,  and  to 
promote  the  purpofes  of  the  armed 
affociations  of  volunteers*  It  is, 
o 


therefore,  only  a  fecondary  objec! 
with  him  to  give  the  detail  of  events 
from  the  earliell  period.  A  great 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and 
for  the  reformation  of  the  conllitu- 
tion,  is  manifeded  through  the 
whole  of  the  work.  As  to  Mr. 
Crawford’s  llyle,  it  has  too  much  of 
that  disjointed  eoncifenefs  which 
has  been  affected  by  fome  late  wri¬ 
ters  ;  who,  whilil  hey  have  aimed, 
perhaps,  at  the  fententious  brevity 
of  a  Sail  all  or  a  Tacitus,  have  been 
greatly  'debit  ute  of  the  energy  which 
dillinguifhed  thefe  iiluilrious  hit- 
toriahs. 

Detached  portions  of  hillory, 
when  happily  cholcn,  and  well 
written,  may  he  eminently  plealing 
and  inbrudtive.  Mr,  Garden  hath 
fixed  upon  the  reign  of  Henry  thd 
Third,  king  of  France,  on  which 
to  difplay  his  talents ;  but  the  fub- 
ject  has  not  all  the  advantage  that 
might  be  wilhed  lor  by  an  hiilorical 
writer.  It  prefents  neither  the  be¬ 
ginning  nor  the  end  of  the  grand  ci¬ 
vil  and  religious  contells  in  which 
the  French  were  involved  during 
a  large  part  of  the  fix  teen  th  cen¬ 
tury.  A  bother  diladvantage  of  Mr* 
Garden’s  work  is,  that  it  treats  oh 
a  period  which  is  already  fo  well 
known,  that  it  is  difficult  to  render  it 
interelling  by  the  fupply  of  any 
new  materials.  To  thole  who  are 
If  rangers  to  Davila,  and  other  his¬ 
torians,  the  prefent  volume,  which 
is  not  ill  vcompofed,  may  commu¬ 
nicate  ufeful  information. 

The  “  Hillory  of  the  Revolt  of 
Ali  Bey  againft  the  Ottoman  Porte, v; 
is  interelling,  on  account  of  the  au¬ 
thentic  information  which  it  affords, 
concerning  an  extraordinary  cha¬ 
racter,  and  with  regard  to  a  tempo¬ 
rary  revolution  in  Egypt,  which: 
was  more  fpoken  of  than  known  in 
the  weliern  part  of  the  world.  The 
perfoti  from  whom  the  prefent  par- 
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Native  proceeds,  had  the  beft  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  intelligence,  from  bis 
connections  in  the  country,  from 
his  being  an  eye  witnefs  of  fome 
of  the  tranfadions  related,  and 
from  his  having  been  in  the  ac- 
tual  fervice  of  -All  Bev,  The  work 
is  farther  recommended  by  the  cu¬ 
rious  account  which  it  gives  of  the 
Egyptian  form  of  government,  and 
by  its  defcription  of  Grand  Cairo, 
and  of  feveral  celebrated  places  in 
Egypt,  Paleftine,  and  Syria. 

The  next  production  we  have  to 
mention  is  geographical  ;  but  *as 
geography  is  moil  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  biitory,  it  fee  ms  proper 
to  introduce  it  in  this  place.  We 
-refer  to  major  RennePs  44  Memoir 
"of  a  Map  of  Indoftan,  or  the  Mo¬ 
gul’s  Empire  :  with  an  Examination 
of  fome  Portions  in.  the  former  Syf- 
tems  of  Indian  Geography ;  and 
fome  Illuftraticns  of  the  prefer# 
one;  and  ari Index  of  Names  to  the 
Map5’  The  utility  of  this  publi¬ 
cation  is  obvious. '  The  geography 
of  the  Eaft  Indies  mull  be  highly 
interefting  to  Great  Britain  at  the 
prefent  period  ;  and  major  Rennel’s 
map  of  Hindoftan,  according  to  the 
bed  judgment  we  have  been  able 
to  form  concerning  it,  is  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  which  has  hitherto 
been  given  of  that  country. 

In  biography,  the  year  178^  has 
fcarcely  produced  any  of  thofe  col¬ 
lections  which  include  a  number  of 
lives.  The  only  exception  we  re¬ 
collect,  is  the  fecoad  volume  of  Mr. 
Middleton’s  Biograohia  Ev angelica, 
-which  is  written  with  a  view  to  a 
particular  objed,  and  is  not  other- 
wife  entitled  to  any  great  diftindion. 
The  biographical  memoirs  of  the 
year,  which  call  for  peculiar  notice, 
■relate  only  to  Engle  lives. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Life  of 
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William  Pitf,  Earl  of  Chatham,5’ 
is  not  com po fed  from  original  pa¬ 
pers,  or  derived  from  the  fources  of 
extraordinary  iflformatiofl,  but  i£ 
entirely  colleded  from  the  common 
records  of  the  times.  Neverthe- 
lels,  it  has  a  juft  claim  to  attention,, 
on  account  of  the  energy  and  fpirit 
with  which  it  is  written.  It  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  production  of  a  young 
man,  who,  being  filled  with  the 
greatnefs  of  his  fubjed,  and  de- 
firous  of  riling  to  a  proportionate 
grandeuf  of  fentiment  and  cii£fions 
is  iome  times  guilty  of  the  turgid, 
when  he  means  to  be  fublimed 
This  fault  is,  however,  atoned  for 
by  many  excellencies.  The  Life  of 
Lord  Chatham  thews  itfelf  to  he  the 
work  of  a  writer  from  whom  great¬ 
er  things  may  be  expede'd,  when  he 
has  learned  that  fimpliciry  is  not  iny 
confifte-nt  with  dignity.  The  hifi- 
tory  is  impartial. ;  the  earl  of  Chat* 
ham  being  fairly  condemned,  where 
his  conduct  appeared  deferving  of 
blame.  The  character  that  is  drawn 
of  his  lore] fti ip  is  highly  laboured^ 
and,  if  it  had  been  entirely  free 
from  the  fault  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  would  have  claimed  no  com¬ 
mon  degree  of  applaufe. 

Dr.  Kip  pis  T  Life  of  fir  John 
Pringle  is  in  a  different  ftyie  of 
compofition.  It  appears  to  be  the 
aim  of  the  author  to  communicate 
his  narrative  in  an  even  perfpicuity 
of  language,  and  to  preserve  the 
due  medium  between  the  oratorical 
form  of  the  French  eloges,  and  a 
carelefs  and  incorreCl  mode  of  writ¬ 
ing.  In  point  of  information,  Dr* 
Lippis  hath  pofteffed  every  advan¬ 
tage  ;  his  materials,  where  he  want¬ 
ed  them,  being  derived  from  the 
family  and  particular  friends  of  fir 
John  Pringle,  and  having  been  in, 
the  habits  of  a  find  perianal  inti¬ 
macy  with  him,  during  the  iaft  ten 
years  of  his  life.  Hence  he  has 
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been  enabled  to  enter  at  large  into 
fir  fohn’s  charafter ;  in  doing 
which,  as  that  gentleman  profeffed 
himfelf  to  be  a  believer  in  revela¬ 
tion  upon  Unitarian  and  liberal 
principles,  our  biographer  hath  ta¬ 
ken  an  opportunity,  in  a  note,  to 
chadife  Mr.  Soame  Jenyns,  for  the 
contempt  which,  in  his  late  Difqui- 
iitions,  he  has  thrown  upon  ration¬ 
al  Chridians.  The  author  hath 
been  pretty  full  in  hating  fir  John 
Pringle’s  philofophical  merit,  and 
endeavoured  to  do  judice  to  his 
eminence  as  a  writer.  But  if  Dr. 
Kippis  had  himfelf  been  a  phyfician, 
It  would  have  been  more  in  his 
power  to  have  enlarged  upon  the 
ididindi  and  peculiar  excellencies 
and  effefts  of  the  admirable  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army. 
It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  life 
of  fir  John  Pringle  is  prefixed  to 
the  Six  Difcourfes  which  were  de¬ 
livered  by  him,  when  prefident  of 
the  Royal  Society,  on  oceafion  of 
fix  annual  affignments  of  fir  God¬ 
frey  Copley’s  medal.  As  thefe 
Difcourfes  contain  moil  accurate  and 
Indruftive  hiftories  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  philofophy  to  which  they 
relate,  the  collecting  of  them  to¬ 
gether,  and  republifhing  them  in  a 
commodious  volume,  may  pro¬ 
bably  be  acceptable  to  the  world. 
In  doing  this,  the  editor  informs 
vis,  that  he  complied  with  fir  John 
Pringle’s  particular  intention. 

Dr.  Foart  Simmons’s  Account  of 
the  Life  and  Writings  of  the  late 
Dr.  William  Hunter,  is  entitled  to 
great  applaufe.  It  is  written  with 
perfpicuity,  precifion,  and  elegance, 
and  on  the  mod  authentic  informa¬ 
tion,  which  the  author  has  fpared 
no  pains  to  obtain.  The  common 
events  of  Dr.  Hunter’s  life  are  well 
related,  and  Dr.  Simmons  pofiefl'es 
the  advantage  of  being  himfelf  an 


acute  and  learned  phyfician.  Hence 
it  has  been  in  his  power  to  record 
Dr.  Hunter’s  anatomical  and  medi¬ 
cal  dilcoveries  atconliderable  length, 
and  with  the  greated  exaftnefs.  In 
drawing  the  character  of  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter,  he  hath  dated  his  good  quali¬ 
ties  with  due  commendation,  and 
without  running  into  the  extrava¬ 
gance  of  panegyric.  It  was  per¬ 
forming  an  ufeful  fervice  to  biogra¬ 
phy,  to  give,  whild  materials  might 
eafily  he  met  with,  an  early  and 
faithful  account  of  a  man  who  will 
everdeferve  to  be  celebrated  as  an 
enlarger  of  the  boundaries  of 
fcience,  and  a  munificent  benefac¬ 
tor  to  the  caufe  of  literature. 

Mr.  Henry’s  Memoirs  of  Albert 
de  Haller,  contain  an  ample  tedi- 
mony  of  applaufe  to  a  very  eminent 
character.  They  are  chiefly  taken 
from  the  eulogium  fpoken  before 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Paris,  and  the  tributes  paid  to  his 
memory  by  other  foreign  focieties, 
and  are  elegantly  written.  High 
as  the  praifes  are  which  are  here 
bedowed  upon  de  Hallbr,  we  fee  no 
reafon  to  believe  that  they  are  not 
jud  :  and,  therefore,  we  have  read 
Mr.  Henry’s  Narrative,  which  is 
both  agreeable  and  indruftive,  with 
no  finall  degree  of  pleafure. 

As  two  or  three  lives  of  the  late 
Dr.  Fothergill  have  already  been 
printed,  it  may  be  thought  by  fome 
perfons  that  a  farther  account  of 
him  was  needlefs.  But  the  world 
will  be  glad  to  know  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  concerning  fo  favourite  acha- 
rafter  ;  and,  therefore,  Dr.  Lett- 
fom  might  reafonably  apprehend 
that  he  fliould  comply  with  the 
wiflies  of  the  public,  in  raifing  a 
larger  monument  to  the  memory  of 
his  friend  than  had  hitherto  been 
erefted.  Indeed,  it  would  have 
been  improper  that  the  complete 
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edition  of  Dr.  FothergiiPs  works 
which  is  preparing  by  Dr.  Lettfom, 
and  in  part  accompliflied,  ihould 
be  unaccompanied  with  the  life  of 
the  author.  In  point  of  informa¬ 
tion,  we  fuppofe  that  Dr.  Lettfom 
has  had  all  the  advantages  that  can 
be  obtained  ;  fo  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  with  refped  to  the  authen¬ 
ticity  and  accuracy  of  the  Fads  he 
has  related.  That  he  ihould  have 
pleafure  in  enlarging  upon  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  fuch  an  excellent  man  as 
Dr.  Fothergill,  might  reafonably 
be  expeded  ;  and  an  indulgence 
fhould  be  granted  to  the  overflow¬ 
ings  of  admiration  and  affedtion. 
But,  when  every  allowance  of  this 
kind  is  made,  we  mud:  hill  be  of 
opinion  that  the  account  might  have 
been  comprized  in  a  narrower  com- 
pafs.  Dr.  Lettfom  has  given  free 
Icope  to  quotations,  digreflions,  and 
reflections,  fome  of  which  were  the 
lefs  neceflary,  as  they  are  not  re¬ 
commended  by  any  uncommon  de¬ 
gree  of  curiofity  and  aeutenefs.  If 
the  book  had  been  written  with  a 
greater  meafure  ot  fmiplicity,  it 
would  have  been  more  fuited  to  the 
character  of  Dr.  Fothergill. 

a  The  life  of  Henry  Chichele, 
archbiihop  of  Canterbury,”  by  Mr. 
Spencer,  a  Fellow  of  All- Soul’s 
College  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
may  chiefly  be  regarded  as  a  tribute 
of  gratitude  and  refped  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  founder  of  that  college. 
The  fubjed  will  fcarcely  be  inter- 
e fling  to  the  generality  of  readers, 
who  may,  perhaps,  think  it  fuffici- 
cient  to  know  as  much  of  Chichele 
as  is  given  in  the  Rlographia  Rritan- 
nica.  Mr,  Spencer’s  work,  how¬ 
ever,  is  entitled  to  great  approba¬ 
tion,  from  the  accuracy  and  ele¬ 
gance  with  which  it  is  competed, 
from  fome  new  fads  contained  in  it, 
and  from  feveral  curious  memorials 
annexed  to  the  volume.  The  nar- 
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ration,  agreeably  to  what  might  be 
expeded,  is  as  highly  in  the  arch- 
bilhop’s  favour  as  a  regard  to  truth 
could  admit  ;  and  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  that  he  was  a  prelate  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  abilities,  and  poflefled  of 
many  virtues.  Though  he  was  a 
zealous  adherent  to  the  dodrines  of 
the  church,  as  they  were  maintained 
in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  a 
perfecuting  temper,  or  to  have  ex- 
ereifed  any  peculiar  feverity  againft 
the  followers  of  Wieliff.  Mr.  Spen¬ 
cer  hath  fummed  up  the  charader  of 
the  archbilhop  with  an  elegant  bre~ 
vity. 

As  it  is  more  difficult  to  fpeak  of 
the  livinp-  than  of  the  dead,  we 
fcarcely  know  what  to  fay  concern¬ 
ing  “  The  Hiftory  of  the  Political 
Life  and  Public  Services,  as  a  Se¬ 
nator  and  aStateflnan,  of  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  James  Fox.” 
It  may  naturally  be  fuppofed  that 
this  work  is  publilhed  with  a  parti¬ 
cular  purpofe  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a 
laboured  panegyric,  in  which  the 
author  expatiates  at  large  on  the 
genius,  talents,  eloquence,  and 
virtues  of  his  hero.  The  writer 
is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  abili¬ 
ties,  who  knows  how  to  make  the 
moft  of  his  fubjed ;  and  the  ac¬ 
count  he  hath  given  of  events  in 
which  the  nation  is  fo  deeply  in- 
terefled,  may  be  acceptable  to  thole 
who  may  not  concur  with  him  in 
his  unbounded  admiration  of  Mr. 
Fox.  Our  biographer’s  defence  of 
the  coalition  is  very  ingenious,  and 
equal,  we  believe  to  any  thing 
which  has  been  advanced  on  that 
fide  of  the  queilion.  Whether 
this  famous  political  connexion  be 
here  effeduallv  vindicated,  is  no 
part  of  our  prefer.t  bufinefs  to  de¬ 
termine. 

Under  the  head  of  biography, 
we  mini  not  forget  to  mention  the 

R  “  Epifiolary 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


[*5«  i 

*4  Epiftolary  Correfpondence,  Vifi- 
tation  Charges,  Speeches,  and  Mis¬ 
cellanies,  of  the  Right  Reverend 
Francis  Atterbury,  D.  D.  Lord 
Bifliop  of  Rochefter  ;  with  Hifto- 
rical  Notes  published  by  Mr. 
Nichols.  This  collection  is  com¬ 
prized  in  three  volumes,  the  lit  ft 
and  fecond  of  which  belong  to  the 
year  17S3,  and  the  third  to  1784. 
The  greater  part  of  the  volumes  is 
entirely  new,  and  what  is  not  new 
is  either  reprinted  with  fuperior  ac¬ 
curacy,  or  with  the  advantage  of 
farther  illuftration.  The  letters 
have  different  degrees  of  value,  and 
confequcntly  were  not  equally  de- 
ferving  of  the  public  eye.  Thole 
which  relate  to  the  illnefs  and  death 
of  Mrs.  Morice,  and  the  diary  of 
her  journey  and  voyage  from  Weft- 
mi  after  to  Bourdeaux  and  Touloufe, 
are  peculiarly  interefting  and  affeCt  - 
ing.  Upon  the  whole,  the  bifhop’s 
character,  as  a  private  man,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  derived  confiderable 
benefit  from  the  prefent  colledion. 
As  to  his  public  charader,  it  (binds 
as  it  did  before,  and  can  never  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  juft  vindication. 

Under  the  heads  of  antiquities 
&nd  topography,  the  larged  work 
ivhich  has  been  published  this  year 
has  not  fallen  under  our  infpedion, 
and  therefore  we  can  only  (peak  of 
it  from  the  information  of  others. 
We  mean  Mr  Hatted’s  44  Hiftory 
and  Topographical  Survey  of  the 
County  of  Kent. 5?  As  works  of  this 
kind,  befides  the  general  utility  and 
entertainment  arifing  from  them, 
contribute  to  the  honour  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  we  rejoice  that  thefpiritof  exe¬ 
cuting  them  hasfo  far  mere  a  fed  for 
fome  time  paft,  as  to  infpire  us 
with  hopes  that  it  will  not  be  long 
before  they  will  extend  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  They  are  then  the  mod 
complete,  when  to  the  antiquities 


and  topography,  they  add  the  na¬ 
tural,  civil,  and  ecclefiaftical  hifto¬ 
ry  of  the  county  defcribed,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  biography  of  the  emi¬ 
nent  men  to  which  it  may  have 
given  birth.  Mr.  Hafted’s  under¬ 
taking  is  to  be  comprized  in  three 
volumes,  folio;  and  it  is  the  fecond 
which  is  now  prefented  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  work  contains  the  ancient 
and  prefent  ftate  of  Kent,  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical  ;  and  is  collected  from 
public  records,  and  other  the  beft 
authorities  ;  beiides  which  it  is  ii- 
luftrated  with  maps  and  views  of  an¬ 
tiquities,  and  the  feats  of  the  no¬ 
bility  and  gentry  of  the  country. 

Though  we  (hall  have  occafion. 
to  mention  Mr.  Pennant’s  Tour  in 
Wales  under  another  article,  it  is 
proper  here  to  take  notice,  that  it 
affords  fome  curious  and  pleating  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  ancient 
ftate  and  remains  of  that  part  of 
the  coun  try  through  which  his  jour* 
ney  was  extended. 

The  chief  productions  of  the 
year  relative  to  the  purfuks  of  the 
antiquary,  are  the  various  publica¬ 
tions  by  Mr.  Nichols,  under  the 
title  of  Bibliotheca  Topographica 
Britannica.  No  lefs  than  ten  num¬ 
bers  of  this  undertaking  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  1 7  S3.  Thefe  are,  44  Col¬ 
lections  towards  the  Hiftory  of  Bed- 
ford  (hire,  containing  the  towns  of 
Puddington,  Luton,  and  Dunfta- 
ple,”  with  five  plates  ;  the  44  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Holy-head, s>  with  two 
plates  ;  the  44  Hiftory  of  Stoke 
Newington,  in  Middlefex,”  with 
two  plates  ;  the  “  Hiftory  of  Croy- 
land  in  Lincolndiire,”  by  Mr. 
Gough,  with  fix  plates,  befides 
what  are  printed  on  the  letter  prefs 
(beets  ;  the  44  Hiftory  of  Croydon 
in  Surrey/’  by  Dn  Ducarel,  with 
ten  p  ates,  beiides  thofe  on  the  let¬ 
ter  prefs  (beets ;  the  44  Hiftory  of 
Great  Coxwell  in  Beyklhire,’*  with 

fix 
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fix  plates  $  44  Additions  to  the  Bif- 
tory  of  Stoke  Newington  44  Ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  Manufcript  Journals 
of  fir  Simonds  D’Ewes;”  44  Col¬ 
lections  towards  a  Parochial  Hidory 
of  Berkftiire,**  with  three  plates  ; 
and  44  ExcraCts  from  the  Black 
Book  of  Warwick,”  with  a  difier- 
tation,  by  .Mr.  Pegge,  on  Guy  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  with  one  plate. 
Thefe  performances  are  not  equal 
in  merit,  nor  equally  calculated  to 
excite  the  public  attention,  though 
they  all  of  them  have  their  utility, 
in  contributing:  to  the  fiock  of  anti- 
quartan  and  topographical  know¬ 
ledge.  The  Hi  dories  of  Stoke 
Newington,  of  C’royland,  and  of 
Croydon,  may,  perhaps,  be  more 
generally  acceptable  than  iorne  of 
the  reft.  The  account  of  Stoke 
Newington  is  enlivened  by  feveral 
biographical  anecdotes  and  charac¬ 
ters,  The  abbey  of  Croyland  is  a 
curious  fub]e ft  in  the  article  of  ec- 
clefiafiical  antiquities,  and  it  is  an 
advantage  to  it  to  be  treated  of  by 
fo  able  an  antiquary  as  Mr.  Gough, 
Croydon  has  the  fame  advantage, 
in  falling  under  the  examination  of 
Dr.  Ducarel.  The  Manufcript 
ournais  of  fir  Simonds  D’Ewes 
ave  fo  often  been  referred  to  by 
our  hidorical  writers,  that  extracts 
from  them  can  fcarcely  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  well  received  by  a  number  of 
readers*  It  gives  us  pleafure  to  fee 
that  Mr.  Nichols  is  encouraged  to 
carry  on  his  laborious  and  expen- 
five  undertaking. 

As  we  have  formerly  had  occasi¬ 
on  more  than  once,  to  fpeak  of  Mr. 
Pennant’s  character  as  a  traveller, *k 
is  not  neceflary  to  enlarge  upon  it 
in  this  place.  He  preserves  to  the 
tall  a  mode  of  information  which  is 
generally  amufing,  and  fometimes 
inftruCtive,  Th*  fecond  volume  of 


I  T  E  R  A  T  U  ft  E.  [^9] 

his  Tout  in  Wales  is  not  inferior  td 
his  other  publications  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  we  think  that  it  is  fu» 
perior  to  his  journey  from  Chefier 
to  London.  The  reafoh  of  our 
forming  this  opinion  may  arile  from 
the  more  piCturefque  views  and  ob¬ 
jects  which  Wales  affords,  and, 
from  a  greater  caff  of  originality  in 
the  manners  and  cufloms  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  Mr.  Pennant  hath  de~ 
dared  his  refolution  to  write  no  far¬ 
ther  works  of  this  kind  ;  and, 
thottgh  he  has  clofed  fo  happily  as 
not  to  weary  hi?  readers,  we  cannot 
but  approve  of  his  determination. 
The  matter  has  been  carried  as  far 
as  it  will  bear  ;  for  his  tours  and 
journeys  amount  to  a  confiderable 
number  of  quarto  volumes*  the 
expence  of  which  may  not  fuifc 
every  man  who  would  wifli  to» 
be  a  purchafer.  The  plates  in  the 
tour  before  us  afe  finiilar  in  execu¬ 
tion  to  chofe  which  heretofore  have 
been  given. 

Though  Mr.  Marfden?s.  Hiftory. 
of  Sumatra  does  hot  prefect  itfelf 
to  us  in  the  direct  form  of  travels,  it 
will  mod  properly  be  introduced  in 
this  place,  as  it  is  therefult  of  much 
refidence  abroad,  and  fets  before  us 
every  great  objeCt  to  which  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  traveller  can  be  di¬ 
rected.  Sumatra  is  one  of  the 
larged  iflands  in  the  world  ;  and  we 
have  here  an  elaborate  account  of 
the  government  laws,  cudoms,  and 
manners  of  its  native  inhabitants* 
with  a  defeription  of  its  natural 
productions,  and  a  relation  of  its 
ancient  political  date.  There  are  not 
many  works  of  the  kind  that  are  e* 
qually  complete  and  excellent.  In 
the  perufal  of  the  volume  before  us* 
the  antiquary,  the  naturalid,  the 
ftudier  of  human  nature,  and  the 
merchant,  will  all  find  gratfiicatioti 
and  inftruCtioru  The  work  is  an¬ 
il  2  coubtedly 
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doubtedly  the  effedt  of  diflinguifhed 
ingenuity,  diligence,  and  labour  ; 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  is 
entitled  to  the  praile  of  much  ele¬ 
gance  in  point  of  compelition.  If 
there  were  equally  perfect  accounts 
of  other  parts  of  the  globe,  vafl  ad¬ 
ditions  would  be  made  to  the  flock 
of  ufeful  knowledge. 

Mr.  Swinburne  is  already  known 
to  the  public  by  his  travels  in  Spain, 
which  were  well  received,  and  juil- 
ly  applauded.  It  was  one  part  of 
their  excellence  that  they  contained 
a  variety  of  information  which  was 
equally  new  and  curious  to  moft  of 
his  readers.  This  arofe  from  his 
having  the  happinefs  of  going  upon 
ground  which  had  not  been  trodden 
by  other  travellers.  In  his  travels 
in  the  twro  Sicilies,  the  firft  volume 
of  which  he  hath  now  publifhed,  he 
was  not  poffefled  of  the  fame  advan¬ 
tage.  Few  countries  have  been 
more  written  upon  than  the  two 
Sicilies,  and  the  books  concerning 
them,  Tome  of  which  are  of  recent 
appearance,  are  almofl  in  every 
hand.  Mr.  Swinburne  has,  how¬ 
ever,  contrived  to  make  a  good 
gleaning  from  lb  plenteous  a  har- 
vefl.  He  has  not  defpaired  of  en¬ 
tertaining  by  novelty  of  matter,  and 
he  has  fucceeded  in  the  attempt. 
Part  of  his  rout  is  frefh  land  ;  and 
where  he  is  under  the  neceffity  of 
treading  in  the  footfleps  of  preced¬ 
ing  authors,  he  has  ftruck  out  fome- 
thing  that  hath  efcaped  their  pene¬ 
tration.  Before  he  enters  upon  his 
proper  travels,  he  gives  a  chrono¬ 
logical  table  of  the  Sovereigns  of  the 
two  Sicilies ;  tables  of  coin,  weights, 
and  meafures  ;  a  geographical  view 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples;  and  a 
fhort  iketch  of  the  hiflory  of  that 
kingdom.  Mr.  Swinburne  has  hap- 
pfty  availed  himfelf  in  feveral  in- 
ilances  of  his  claffical  knowledge  ; 


and  appears  to  no  fmall  advantage 
as  an  hiilorian  and  an  antiquary, 
as  welt  as  a  defcriber  of  modern  ob^ 
jedls  and  manners. 

Mr.  Tooke,  chaplain  to  the  Eng- 
lifti  fa&ory  at  St.  Peterlburgh,  hath 
finilhed  in  a  fourth  volume,  his 
work  called  “Ruffia;  or  a  com¬ 
plete  hiflorical  Account  of  all  the 
Nations  which  com  pole  that  Em¬ 
pire.”  We  have  heretofore  taken 
notice  of  the  naked  and  unrecom¬ 
mending  form  in  which  the  volumes 
under  this  title  have  appeared  ;  and, 
in  the  fame  view,  we  cannot  fay 
much  in  favour  of  the  prefent  pub¬ 
lication.  We  know,  however,  more 
explicitly  than  we  did  before,  that 
the  author  has  derived  his  materials 
from  Pallas,  Gmelin,  and  other  va¬ 
luable  fourees.  Mr.  Tooke’s  work 
is  authentic  and  inftrublive,  but  not 
pleafing.  The  diflindt  recital  of  the 
characters  and  manners  of  fuch  a 
number  of  nations,  and  tribes,  as 
occupy  the  vafl  Ruffian  empire,  is 
attended  with  an  enumeration  of  cir- 
cumflances,  which,  though  not  ah- 
folutely  the  fame,  have  too  much 
generaUuniformity  to  be  read  with 
fatisfadlion.  The  engravings  of  the 
work  conflitute  one  of  its  principal 
recommendations. 

Colonel  Capper’s  “  Obfervapons 
an  the  Paffage  to  India,  through 
Egypt,  and  acrofs  the  great  Defert  ; 
with  occafional  Remarks  on  the  ad¬ 
jacent  Countries,  and  alfo  Sketches 
of  the  different  Routes,”  are  upon 
a  fubjedl  which  our  connections  with 
the  eaflern  w^orld  have  rendered 
highly  important.  Thofe  who  may 
be  called  to  travel  by  land  to  or  from 
the  Eafl  Indies,  cannot  fail  of  de¬ 
riving  peculiar  benefit  from  the  co¬ 
lonel’s  inflrudtions  in  general,  and 
eipecially  from  the  regular  account 
he  has  annexed  of  his  own  voyage 
and  journey  from  Leghorn  to  A- 

leppo. 
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leppo,  and  from  thence  to  BafTora 
on  to  Bombay.  The  author  has 
intermixed  his  narrative  with  dii- 
cuffions  and  reflections  that  will  be 
intereffing  and  agreeable  to  com¬ 
mon  readers.  He  has  thrown  con- 
fiderable  light  on  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Egypt,  and  hath  taken  occaiion  to 
maintain  that  the  Indians  preceded 
the  ancient  Egyptians  in  knowledge, 
civilization,  and  improvement.  It 
appears  from  Mr.  Cappers  journal, 
that  the  great  defert  is  not  lb  uni™ 

D  # 

formly  barren  as  is  commonly  im¬ 
agined.  There  are,  he  obferves, 
but  few  fpots  in  it  that  would  not 
yield  to  the  perfevcring  hand  of  in- 
duftry. 

Mr.  Rooke’s  Travels  to  the 
coaft  of  Arabia  Felix,  and  from 
thence,  by  the  Red  Sea  and  Egypt, 
to  Europe,”  though  they  include 
fome  of  the  objects  defcribed  by  co¬ 
lonel  Capper,  have  no  immediate  re¬ 
lation  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  The  author  was  fil'd:  in  com¬ 
modore  Johnftone’s  fquadron,  and 
has  given  an  account  of  the  places 
vifited  by  the  fleet,  and  of  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  inhabitants  where  it  flop¬ 
ped  for  refrefliment.  Being  pre¬ 
vented,  by  ill  health,  from  prole- 
cuting  his  original  intention  of  go¬ 
ing*  to  the  Haft  Indies,  he  obtained  a 
paffage  from  Morebat  Bay  to  Mocha, 
and  thence  returned  to  his  own  coun¬ 
try.  Elis  defcriptions  of  the  objeds 
he  met  with  are  lively  and  entertain- 
ing\  and  fome  of  the  fcenes  which 
he  prefents  to  his  readers  are  new. 
As  a  writer,  he  is  extremely  defec¬ 
tive  with  regard  to  punduation.  It 
is,  indeed,  fb  bad,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  read  the  work  -in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  make  fenfe  of  it.  If  Mr. 
Rooke  was  himfelf  incapable  of  cor¬ 
recting  it,  he  fhould  have  put  his 
letters  into  the  hands  of  fome  friend, 
who  was  better  qualified  for  ren- 
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dering  them  fit,  'In  this  refped,  to' 
meet  the  public  eye. 

Mr,  Gilpin,  in  his  u  Obferva* 
tions  on  the  River  Wye,  and  feve- 
ral  parts  of  South  Wales,”  has 
obliged  the  world  with  a  mod  pleaf- 
ing  performance.  44  His  objed  is, 
to  examine  the  face  of  nature  by  the 
rules  of  pidurefque  beauty;  to  adapt 
the  defeription  of  natural  feenery 
to  the  principles  of  artificial  land- 
fcape ;  and  to  open  the  fources  ot 
thofe  pleafures  which  are  derived 
from  the  comparifon.”  It  was  im- 
poffible  that  any  man  could  have 
been  more  completely  qualified  for 
the  execution  ot  fuch  a  delign  The 
author5 s  tafte  for  the  beauties  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  remains  of  Gothic  ar- 
chitedure,  is  of  the  firft  kind,  and 
his  talents  at  deferibing  them  ad¬ 
mirable.  We  were  charmed  with 

his  account  ofTintern  Abbey.  The 
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work  is  embellifhed  with  feveral 
etchings  of  iandfeapes.  As  Mr. 
Gilpin  has  by  him,  44  Obfervations 
on  the  Lakes  and  Mountains  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  Illand,”  we 
trull  that  he  will  not  withhold  them 
from  the  public.  It  gives  us  no 
fmall  degree  of  pleafure  to  find, 
that,  in  the  Regiiler  of  the  next 
year,  we  are  to  renew  our  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him  as  a  biogra¬ 
pher. 

With  regard  to  the  political  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  year,  it  is  as  little 
in  our  inclination  as  it  is  in  our 
power  to  give  an  account  of  all 
which  have  been  publifhed.  We 
muff,  therefore,  content  ourfelves 
with  pointing  out  the  objeds  of 
difeuffion,  and  with  mentionin 
under  each  head  one  or  tw 
of  the  trads,  which  were  either 
deemed  the  rnoft  important,  or  hap¬ 
pened  to  fall  within  our infpedionC 
On  fo  momentous  an  event  as  the 
R  i  figfiing 
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{igning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
with  France  and  Spain,  and  the 
provisional  treaty  with  America, 
ft  was  not  likely  that  the  prefs  Should 
he  unemployed.  A  variety  of 
pamphlets  loon  appeared?  and  on 
different  Sides  of  the  queffion,  But 
we  lhall  feieCt  only  two  from  the 
£eff,  one  in  reprobation  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  agreed  upon,  and  the  other  in 
their  vindication.  The  firft  was  en¬ 
titled,  “  A  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  on  the  Peace  and 
was  written  in  a  pompous  and  la¬ 
boured  ftyle,  and  with  confiderable 
ability,  The  conceflions  which 
were  made  to  France,  Spain,  and 
America,  were  reprefented  in  the 
molt  odious  light,  and  aflerted  to  be 
highly  disgraceful  to  this  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  we 
were  convinced,  that  the  author’s 
talents  were  better  calculated  for  de¬ 
clamation  than  for  argument.  The 
4‘  Conflderations  on  the  Provisional 
Treaty  with  America,  and  the  Pre¬ 
liminary  Articles  of  Peace  with 
France  and  Spain,”  weie  entirely 
in  defence  of  the  treaty  and  the  ar¬ 
ticles.  In  purfuit  of  this  defign, 
the  writer  conlidered  the  matter  at 
large,  entering  into  a  full  courfe  of 
reafoning,  and  an  ample  difeufiion  of 
fads.  It  is  evident  that  he  muff 
have  had  recourfe  to  the  moll  au¬ 
thentic  information,  and  have  de¬ 
rived  his  materials  from  the  minif- 
ter  himfelf.  Indeed,  the  perfor¬ 
mance  wras  regarded  as  the  author- 
stive  vindication  of  government  up¬ 
on  the  fubjeCt.  By  many  it  was 
aferibed  to  the  earl  of  Shelburne’s 
own  pen  ;  and  though  this  was  pro¬ 
bably,  perhaps  certainly,  not  the 
cafe,  it  cannot,  at  the  fame  time, 
be  doubted  but  that  his  lordfhip 
enabled  the  author  to  fpeak  with  fo 
much  knowledge  and  evidence  up¬ 
on  the  various  topics  which  pa  fled 
under  his  examination.  It  was  the 
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misfortune  of  this  trad!  that  it  came 
out  too  late.  Had  it  been  publifh? 
ed  fooner,  it  might  have  produced 
a  greater  effeCt ;  and  it  is  remark¬ 
able  that  no  anfwer  appeared  to  this 
elaborate  production,  though  the 
coalition  was  offenffbly  founded  on 
a  condemnation  of  the  peace. 

The  fftuation  of  the  American 
loyaliffs,  in  confequence  of  the 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  wag 
an  objeCt  of  attention  and  compaf- 
ffon;  Their  cafe  and  claim  were 
flared  to  the  public  in  a  well  written 
traCt,  in  which  it  was  contended, 
that  they  had  a  right  to  indemnifi- 
cation,  upon  the  principle  of  the 
reciprocal  duties  fubft  fling  between 
men  who  are  united  by  the  political 
bond  of  fociety.  In  fupport  of  this 
doCirine,  inffances  were  produced 
of  fuch  indemnification  having  beep 
granted  upon  former  occaffons,  and 
appoi  te  paffages  were  quoted  from 
the  molt  eminent  civilians,  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was 
equally  the  duty  and  inclination  of 
government  to  provide  for  she  un¬ 
fortunate  loyaliffs,  as  far  as  the  un¬ 
avoidable  neceffity  of  the  national 
affairs  would  permit. 

The  new  fituation  of  things,  in 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Britifh  North 
American  colonies,  would  naturally 
fuggeft  many  reflections  to  fpecu* 
lative  minds;  and  governor Pownall 
was  not  a  man  to  let  fuch  an  event 
take  place  without  obfervation.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  wrote  “  A  Memo¬ 
rial  addrefled  to  the  Sovereigns  of 
America;”  in  which  he  ffates  and 
explains  the  fyffem  of  the  new 
world,  the  conflitution  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  government,  the  grounds  and 
movements  of  the  American  admi- 
niffration.  and  other  intereffing  ob¬ 
jects.  The  production  is  worthy  of 
the  manly  and  liberal  underffanding" 
and.  fentiments  of  governor  Pownall  <, 
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One  of  the  mod  important  mat¬ 
ters  to  be  fettled  with  America,  af¬ 
ter  the  peace?  was  the  terms  on 
which  commerce  ffiould  be  carried 
on  with  that  country.  As  frefn  re¬ 
gulations  were  necelfarily  to  be  made 
upon  this  head,  a  great  variety  of 
opinions  would  naturally  be  formed 
'with  refpebt  to  what  would  be  pro¬ 
per  and  beneficial.  Some  will  with 
that  the  Americans  may  be  treated 
on  the  moil  enlarged  and  friendly 
foundation,  and,  indeed,  with  the 
indulgence  they  had  experienced 
when  fubject  to  this  country : 
whilft  others  contend,  that,  being 
now  a  foreign  nation,  they  have 
only  a  right  to  be  put  upon  the  bed 
terms  in  that  character,  and  that 
the  act  of  navigation  ought  not  to 
be  relaxed  on  their  account.  The 
lad  opinion  is  maintained  by  lord 
Sheffield,  in  his  s  Obfervations  on 
the  Commerce  of  the  American 
States.’*  This  is  a  very  elaborate 
performance,  which  fuggeds  many 
important  objects  of  confideration, 
hath  excited  uncommon  attention, 
and  hath  had  a  great  effect  upon  the 
fentiments  of  the  public.  For  a 
time,  it  was  deemed  hy  many  per- 
fons  to  be  quite  unanfwerable  ;  and 
fcarcely  any  anfwer,  deferving  of 
notice,  was  given  to  it  in  1783. 
The  only  pamphlet  of  confequence 
which  we  recollect  was  one,  entitled, 
“  Confederations  on  the  prefent  Si¬ 
tuation  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America, 
with  a  View  to  their  future  com¬ 
mercial  Connections.”  It  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  an  ingenious  American  gen¬ 
tleman  of  fortune,  who  happened 
to  be  refident  in  London.  The 
principal  tracts,  in  oppofition  to 
lord  Sheffield’s  lydem,  belong  to  the 
year  1  784. 

It  would  carry  us  too  far,  to  en¬ 
large  on  the  various  publications  to 
y/hich  the  coalition  gave  occafion, 


They  were  of  courfe  very  nume¬ 
rous,  but  we  fliall  mention  only  two 
of  them.  The  Coalition,  or  the 
prefent  State  of  Parties,”  was  the 
title  of  a  pamphlet,  the  dedgn  of 
which  was  to  expofe  and  condemn 
the  political  union  that  was  formed 
between  lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox. 
The  purpofe  of  the  author  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  didinguidied  ability. 
O11  the  other  fide  appeared,  u  A 
Derence  of  the  Rockingham  Party, 
in  their  late  Coalition  with  Lord 
North.55  This  tracft  was  drawn  up 
with  moderation  and  good  fenfe  ; 
but  the  writer  affirmed  too  much 
when  he  reprefented  the  Rocking¬ 
ham  connection  as  the  only  one  by 
which  the  kingdom  could  be  well 
terved.  We  have  a  high  refpedt  for 
the  talents  and  the  virtues  of  feveral 
of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of 
whom  that  party  is  compofed  ;  but 
we  are  perfuaded,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  there  are  other  noblemen  and 
other  gentlemen  who  are  equally 
zealous  for  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  and  equally  capable  of 
fuftaining  important  offices  in  the 
fiate.  An  union  of  the  wife  and 
good  in  every  connection  ;  an  union 
of  all  the  real  friends  to  public  li¬ 
berty  and  to  public  happinefs,  would 
be  a  confummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished. 

On  the  fubjeffi  of  Eafi  India  af¬ 
fairs,  the  reports  of  the  feledt  com¬ 
mittee  of  parliament  on  these  af¬ 
fairs,  which  reports  were  not  fa¬ 
vourable  to  governor  Hailing  As  ad- 
minifiration,  gave  rife  to  various 
publications.  One  of  thefe  was  the 
“  Vindication  ot  general  Richard 
Smith,”  who  had  been  chairman 
of  that  committee.  This  vindica¬ 
tion  is  an  ironical  performance,  in 
which  the  general  is  expofed  with 
fome  humour,  and  with  the  greateft 
degree  of  feverity.  From  the  fame 
author  proceeded  a  curious  trabt, 
■R  4  en- 
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entitled,  u  The  Saddle  put  on  the 
right  Horfe ;  or  an  Inquiry  into 
the  Reafons  why  certain  Perfons 
have  been  denominated  Nabobs  ; 
with  an  Arrangement  of  thofe  Gen¬ 
tlemen  into  their  proper  Gaffes,  of 
real,  fpurious,  reputed,  or  mufh- 
room  Nabobs.”  The  chief  defign 
of  this  pamphlet  is  to  vindicate  the 
management  of  Eafl  Indian  affairs 
before  the  minifiry  affumed  fo  much 
direction  in  them  ;  and  the  writer 
reprobates  the  idea  of  forming 
Britifh  ads  of  parliament,  to  regu¬ 
late  the  interior  government  of  our 
Eaflern  fettlerpepts.  His  diffindion 
of  nabobs  is  llriking,  and  his  cha- 
raders  of  the  different  fpecies  of 
them  lively  and  pleafant.  In  both, 
his  produdions,  he  is  nearly  as  fe- 
vere  upon  Mr.  Burke  as  he  is  upon 
general  Smith. 

Governor  Ha  flings,  who  hath 
lately  been  expofed  to  fuch  a  variety 
of  attacks,  is  not  wanting  to  his  own 
vindication.  This  appeared  in  1782, 
in  his  “  Narrative  of  the  late 
Tranfadions  at  Benares  and  hath 
again  been  manifefled  in  his  “  Let¬ 
ter  to  the  Court  of  Diredors  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company.”  Though  we 
pretend  not  to  any  deep  knowledge  of 
the  fubjed,  we  confefs  that  this  let¬ 
ter  hath  made  a  powerful  impreffion 
upon  our  minds.  It  is  written  with 
fuch  an  air  of  confcious  integrity, 
(with  fo  great  an  appearance  of  rea- 
fon,  and  with  fuch  a  manly  dignity, 
that  it  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
in  us  fentiments  very  favourable  to 
Mr.  Haflings’s  charader  and  con- 
dud. 

Major  Scott  is  the  known  and 
avowed  defender  of  governor  Haf- 
tings  and  his  meafures ;  and,  per¬ 
haps,  if  we  were  to  call  the  major 
that  gentleman’s  agent,  we  fliould 
not  be  far  from  the  mark.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  he  has  manifefled  on  fe¬ 
deral  occaixons,  and  particularly  by 
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his  two  letters  to  Mr.  Burke,  that  he 
is  an  adive  and  able  vindicator  of 
the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
the  Eail  India  company  excited  al- 
moll  the  foie  attention  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  This  was  owing  to  Mr.  Fox’s 
bill,  the  effeds  of  which  have  been 
fo  extraordinary.  A  crifis  of  fuch 
a  nature  would  neceffarily  be  pro- 
dudive  of  a  violent  paper  war, 
which  has  principally  been  carried 
on  in  1784.  The  publications, 
however,  began  to  appear  at  the 
end  of  1783;  but  none  of  them 
were  considerable  enough  to  merit 
particular  notice  in  this  place. 

Under  the  head  of  Irifli  affairs, 
we  fhall  advert  only  to  one  or  twp 
circumflances.  The  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  in  purfuit  of  their  deiign 
of  effeding  a  parliamentary  reform, 
confuited  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
Dr.  Price,  Dr.  Jebb,  and  Mr.  Wy~ 
vill.  The  anfwers  of  his  grace  and 
the  three  gentlemen,  exprclling  a 
very  ardent  zeal  for  a  fhorter  dura¬ 
tion  of  parliaments,  and  for  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
were  publifhed  in  both  kingdoms,* 
A  pamphlet  or  two,  we  believe,  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  other  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion. 

Some  perfons  in  Ireland  brought 
a  fevere  accufation  againfl  the  Por- 
tuguefe  government  as  having  in¬ 
jured  them  in  their  commercial  pri¬ 
vileges.  But  from  the  publication, 
entitled,  u  A  Defence  of  the  Con- 
dud  of  the  Court  of  Portugal  ; 
with  a  full  Refutation  of  the  feveral 
Charges  alledged  againfl  that  king¬ 
dom,  with  refped  to  Ireland,”  it 
Teems  to  have  been  clearly  proved, 
that  the  injuries  complained  of  were 
without  foundation.  The  trad  is 
faid  to  have  been  originally  written 
in  Portugutfe  by  a  gentleman  of  dif- 
tindion,  and  to  be  faithfully  trail - 
Hated  from  that  language. 

Our 
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Our  late  unfuccefsful  generals  in 
America  are  endeavouring  to  fix  up¬ 
on  each  other  the  misfortunes  which 
have  attended  their  military  opera¬ 
tions  in  that  country.  The  con- 
troverfy  began  with  the  44  Narra¬ 
tive  of  Lieutenant-General  fir 
Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the 
Bath,,  relative  to  his  Condudt  dur¬ 
ing  part  of  his  Command  of  the 
King’s  Troops  in  North  America, 
particularly  that  which  refpedts  the 
unfortunate  jffue  of  the  Campaign 
in  1781.”  This  was  followed  with 
an  anonymous  44  Reply  to  fir  Henry 
Clinton’s  Narrative ;  wherein  his 
numerous  errors  are  pointed  out, 
and  the  Conduct  of  lord  Cornwallis 
fully  vindicated  from  all  Afperfion.” 
Next  fucceeded,  by  earl  Cornwallis 
him  fell,  44  An  Anfvver  to  that  Part 
of  the  Narrative  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K,  B. 
Which  relates  to  the  Condudt  of 
Lieutenant-General  Earl  Cornwallis, 
during  the  Campaign  in  North 
America,  in  the  Year  178  i„”  Laft 
of  all  appeared  4C  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton’s  Obfervations  on  fome  Parts  of 
the  Anfvver  of  Earl  Cornwallis.” 
We  lhall  not  interpofe  our  opinion 
on  matters  which  are  fo  foreign  to 
our  profeffion  and  fiudies. 

Several  political  tradts  of  a  mif- 
cellaneous  nature,  were  publillied 
during  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
which  probably  may  be  thought  de- 
l'erving  of  fome  notice.  Among 
thel'e  we  m u ft  not  omit  Dr.  Tuc¬ 
ker’s  44  Four  Letters  on  Important 
and  National  Subjedts ;  addrefied 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne  ’1  The  Dean’s  prime 
objedt,  in  thefe  letters,  is  to  difplay 
the  evil  coniequences  of  debaling 
the  regal  influence,  and  exalting  the 
arifiocratical  or  the  popular  beyond 
their  due  proportion  —  of  difiurb- 
Ing  the  public  peace  and  tranqui- 
Ltvs  under  the  pretence  of  fecur- 


ing  a  more  equal  reprefentation  of 
the  people  in  parliament,- — and  of 
propagating  Mr.  Locke’s  demo- 
cratical  principles.  The  raillery 
and  the  wit  a  fleeted  by  Dr.  Tucker 
are  very  contemptible,  and  in  his 
abufe  of  the  friends  of  liberty  and 
Locke,  he  expofes  no  one  but  him- 
felt.  Though  the  abilities  of  the 
dean,  and  his  knowledge  of  com¬ 
mercial  politics  in  particular,  are 
Rich,  that  he  can  feldom  write  with¬ 
out  throwing  out  fomething  that  is 
worthy  of  attention,  there  are  few 
of  his  performances  in  which  he 
has  done  this  lefs  than  in  the  pre¬ 
terit.  In  the  publication  before  us, 
we  greatly  difapprove  both  of  the 
objects  he  has  in  view,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  difeufied. 

Dr.  Price’s  44  State  of  the  public 
Debts  and  Finances,  at  figning  the 
Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  in 
January  1783,”  is  upon  a  fubjedt 
or  the  greateft  importance,  and  of 
which  the  author  is  a  complete  maf- 
ter.  The  tract  is  accompanied  with, 
a  plan  for  railing  money  by  public 
loans,  and  for  redeeming  the  pub¬ 
lic  debts.  Uniefs  fome  plan  of  this 
kind  be  adopted  and  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  the  nation  can  have  little 
hope  of  riling  to  its  former  profpe- 
rity  and  dignity. 

Mr.  Sinclair  proceeds  in  his  lau¬ 
dable  and  ufe ful  deligns  for  the 
welfare  of  the  kingdom.  His 
44  Hints  addrefied  to  the  Public,” 
are  written  with  theexprefs  purpofe 
of  difpelling  the  gloomy  ideas  which 
have  lately  been  entertained  of  the 
Hate  of  our  finances.  What  Mr. 
Sinclair  has  particularly  in  view  is, 
to  counteract  the  melancholy  im- 
prelfions  which  may  have  been  made 
by  lord  Stair’s  alarming  reprefen- 
tations  upon  the  fubjedt. 

Dr.  Andrews’s  “  Efiay  on  Repub¬ 
lican  Principles,  and  on  the  Incon- 
veniencies  of  a  Commonwealth  in  a 

large 
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large  Country  and  Nation, ”  fhould 
rather  have  been  mentioned  under 
the  head  of  government  in  general, 
though  it  has  probably  a  reference 
to  the  political  tenets  of  the  times. 
That  the  Republican  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  is  not  fuited  to  an  exten- 
live  country,  hath  frequently  been 
afferted,  and  with  fome  appearance 
of  reafon.  The  prefent  author 
hath  maintained  the  fame  doctrine 
with  a  conliderable  degree  of  inpe- 
miity.  Neverthelefs,  we  do  not 
efteem  the  matter  to  be  lo  firmly 
cfiablifhed,  but  that  much  might  be 
advanced  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion. 

The  laid  trad  vve  fliall  mention, 
under  the  head  of  politics,  might 
alfo  have  been  introduced  when  vve 
were  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Sayer’s  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Civil  Government 
of  We  ft  min  lie  r.  We  refer  to  the 
pamphlet  entitled,  44  The  Means  of 
effectually  preventing  Theft  and 
Robbery.”  Of  this  work  we  un¬ 
derhand  (for  we  have  not  read  it) 
that  it  is  a  very  valuable  publication, 
not  in  point  of  compofition,  but  in 
refped  of  public  utility,  which  is 
an  objed  of  much  greater  confe- 
quence  than  the  accuracy  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  ftyle.  It  is  faid  that  the 
author  has  fuggefted  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  plans  of  improvement,  and 
that,  though  his  lehemes  are  novel 
and  extraordinary,  he  has  been 
fuccefsful  in  anlvvenng  the  ob¬ 
jections  to  which  they  may  be 
thought  liable. 

From  the  troubled  fea  of  politics, 
we  turn  our  view  to  an  objed:  more 
congenial  to  our  tafte  and  our  flu- 
dies,  Critical,  Claffical,  and  Polite 
literature.  In  our  lafl  Regiller,  we 
mentioned  the  u  Elements  of  He¬ 
brew  Grammar,”  by  Mr.  Wilfon, 
profeffor  of  Hebrew  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  St.  Andrews.  Another  very 


elaborate  produdion  of  the  fame 
kind  hath  lately  been  publi filed  by 
Dr.  James  Robertfon,  profelfor  of 
the  Oriental  languages  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh.  It  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  fecond  edition  that  has  now 
appeared  ;  but  the  work  hath  been 
io  differently  modelled,  and  fo 
largely  increased  and  improved,  that 
it  ought  to  be  noticed  in  a  hiftory 
of  the  literature  of  the  year.  Dr. 
Robertfon,  in  his  Grammatics 
Hebrtea,  goes  upon  principles  dif¬ 
ferent  from  thofe  which  were  adopt¬ 
ed  by  Mr,  Wilfon.  The  dodor, 
who  is  a  flrenuous  advocate  for  the 
antiquity  and  ufe  of  the  vowel 
points,  fupports  his  dodrine  with 
great  learning  and  by  many  argu¬ 
ments  ;  and  he  replies,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  to  what  had  been  advanced  by 
Mr.  Wilfon  upon  the  fubjed.  This 
is  a  matter  concerning  which  the 
bell  Hebrew  fcholars  will  continue, 
we  believe,  to  entertain  very  oppo- 
lite  fentiments. 

In  Oriental  literature,  two  of  our 

moft  eminent  proficients  in  it,  fir 

William  Jones  and  Mr.  White,  have 

favoured  the  world  with  publications 

in  the  courfe  of  the  vear.  Sir  Wil- 
■  ^  • 
ham  Jones  would  not  quit  this 

country  for  Bengal,  whither  he  is 
gone  to  be  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
fuDreme  court,  without  leaving  ano- 
ther  valuable  teftimony  of  his  in¬ 
comparable  fkill  in  the  learning  of 
the  Eaft.  This  he  has  done  in  his 
44  Moal-lakat,  or  even  Arabian 
Poems,  which  were  fulpended  on 
the  Temple  at  Mecca ;  with  a  Tranf- 
lation  and  Arguments.”  Sir  WiU 
liam  has  not  yet  completed  his  de- 
fign  ;  for  he  intends  hereafter  to 
publifli  a  preliminary  difeourfe, 
notes  on  the  poems,  and  the  lives  of 
the  feven  poets  by  whom  they  were 
written,  together  with  a  hiftory 
of  their  works  It  may  be  expend¬ 
ed  from  fir  William  Jones’s  un¬ 
common 
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common  knowledge  in  the  oriental 
languages,  cufloms,  and  laws, 
joined  with  his  eminence  in  his  own 
profeffion,  and  his  known  zeal  for 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  that 
he  will  become  an  admirable 
judge  in  the  Ball  Indies.  Perhaps 
he  is  better  able  than  any  other  man 
to  combine  the  ideas  of  Englifh 
and  Eaftern  jurifprudence,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  final!  the  raoft  effedtu- 
ally  tend  to  the  welfare  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Hindofbm, 

The  44  Inflitutes  Political  and 
Military/1  of  the  great  Timour, 
improperly  called  Tamerlane,  or 
which  Mr,  White,  La  vidian profefTor 
of  Arabic  in  the  univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  is  the  editor,  snayjulily  be 
regarded  as  *a  very  curious  publica¬ 
tion.  Thefe  inflitutes  were  origi¬ 
nally  written  by  Timour  in  the 
Mogul  language,  from  which  they 
were  find  tranflated  into  Perlian  by 
Abu  Taulib  AlhufTeini,  and  thence 
'  into  Englifh,  with  marginal  notes, 
by  Major  Davy,  at  this  time  Per¬ 
lian  Secretary  to  the  Governor-ge¬ 
neral  of  Bengal.  For  the  original 
Perlian,  which  is  tranfcribed  from 
a  manufcript  in  the  polTelfion  of 
the  late  Dr.  William  Hunter,  and 
for  the  preface,  indexes,  geogra¬ 
phical  notes,  and  other  advantages, 
the  literary  world  is  indebted  to 
Mr.  White,  Major  Davy’s  tram- 
flation,  though  fufficiently  literal, 
is  eafy  and  elegant;  and  his  notes, 
which  difplay  his  great  ikill  in  Eait- 
ern  learning,  are  inftrudive  and 
entertaining.  The  work  is  divided 
into  two  books,  the  firil  of  which  is 
entitled  44  Deiigns  and  Enter- 
prizes,”  and  the  ifecond  coniills  of 
a  let  of  rules  and  precepts  which 
Timour  compofed  lor  the  ufe  of 
his  fucceffors.  Some  doubts  having 
been  railed  concei  ling  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  the  Inflitutes,  the  tranflator, 
Jn  a  fetter  to  the  editor^  has 


endeavoured  to  remove  them. 
Thefe  Iniiitutes  refiedf  much 
light  on  the  character,  talents,  and 
virtues  of  a  great  conqueror,  whole 
name  of  Tamerlane  is  very  celebra¬ 
ted  in  Europe,  but  of  whom  few 
perfons  have  obtained  any  very  ac¬ 
curate  knowledge, 

Ot  Mr.  Halhed’s  profound  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  wifdom  and 
learning  of  the  Eaft,  the  world 
hath  already  had  ample  experience 
in  his  Verlion  of  a  Code  of  Gen  too 
Laws.  His  reputation  in  this  ref- 
peer  is  now  farther  increafed  by  his 
44  Grammar  of  the  Bengal  Lan¬ 
guage”;  the  utility  of  which,  in  fe- 
veral  view’s,  cannot  reafonably  be 
doubted.  It  will  not  only  be  a 
means  of  procuring  an  eafy  accefs 
to  the  literary  t  real'll  res  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  be  of  lingular  fervice  to 
the  Englifn  in  their  political  and 
commercial  connections.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  work,  in  thefe  vari¬ 
ous  lights,  are  flrongly  pointed  out 
by  the  author,  in  his  judicious  and 
well  written  preface.  The  Grammar 
was  printed  at  Hoogly  in  Bengal,  in 
confequence  of  44  the  extraordinary 
44  Ikill  and  indufiry  of  Mr.  Wil- 
44  kins,  who,  in  furnifhing the  types 
44  for  the  publication,  had  to  en~ 
44  counter  every  difficulty  which 
44  neceffarily  refulted  from  the  to- 
44  tal  want  of  European  artiils.” 

In  Grecian  literature,  theology 
has  derived  confiderable  benefit 
from  the  44  Conjectures  and  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  New  Teliament  ;M 
coliedted  from  various  authors,  by 
Mr.  Bowyer.  Thefe  conjectures 
and  obfervations  appeared,  in  part, 
firft  at  the  end  of  this  learned  prin¬ 
ter’s  edition  of  the  Greek  Teliament, 
in  two  duodecimo  volumes.  They 
were  then  enlarged  to  an  odtavo, 
and  are  now  rilen  to  a  quarto; 
having  received  a  frefh  acceffion  of 
matter  from  Mr.  Bowyer ’s  manu- 
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fcripts,  and  from  other  communi¬ 
cations,  by  fome  able  divines  and 
critics.  With  regard  to  the  notes,  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  they  are  not 
equally  valuable.  Neverthelefs,  if 
feveral  of  them  fhould  be  thought 
ill  founded  or  trifling,  it  will  be 
acknowledged  that  many  of  them 
are  curious  and  ufeful,  and  will 
command  the  aflent  and  approbati¬ 
on  of  the  moil  judicious  fcholars. 

Mr.  Tyr whitt’s  “  ConjeClurae  in 
Strabonem,”  come  from  a  gentleman 
who  is  known  to  be  one  of  the  ableit 
critics  in  this  country.  Whatever 
proceeds  from  la  ingenious  and 
learned  a  pen  cannot  fail  of  being 
acceptable  to  the  literary  world, 
which  will  be  particularly  glad  of 
the  prefent  remarks,  as  they  are 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  edi¬ 
tion  of  Strabo,  now  preparing  for 
the  prefs  at  Oxford,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mr.  Faikner.  Strabo  is 
an  author  who  deferves  all  the  at-? 
tendon  that  may  be  neceflary  to 
give  him  in  as  great  a  degree  of 
perfection  as  poflible  to  the  public. 

The  high  rank  which  this  coun¬ 
try  fuftains,  with  refpeCt  to  Greek 
learning,  mult  afford  pleafure  to 
every  cultivated  Englifhman;  and 
we  cannot  but  particularly  rejoice  in 
the  proficiency  which  fome  of  our 
younger  men  have  attained  in  that 
language.  Such  .  a  proficiency 
promiles  that  the  literary  glory  of 
the  nation  lhall  not  only  be  upheld, 
but  largely  increafed.  Two  Unking 
inftances  of  fo  agreeable  a  profpeCt 
have  been  fet  before  us  in  the  year 
1783.  .Mr.  Huntingford,  in  his 
“  Metrica  Qusedam  Monoftrophi- 
ca,”  confiding  of  thirty-one  fhort 
Greek  poems,  mold  of  them  odes, 
has  fliewn  how  well  he  can  imitate 
the  Ample  elegance  of  Anacreon, 
or. rife  to  the  dignity  of  Pindar.  In 
this  arduous  undertaking,  criticifm 
may  occafionally  find  lorne  reafon 
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to  difapprove  ;  but  it  will  have 
abundantly  greater  caufe  to  admire. 

Mr.  Glafie’s  CaraCfacus  is  a  flill 
more  furprifing  performance.  It  is 
an  entire  tranllation,  into  Greek 
verle,  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  admirable 
tragedy  of  Cara&acus.  This  is  the 
molt  extraordinary  production  of  the 
kind  to  which  modern  learning 
hath  given  birth,  and  the  excel¬ 
lence  to  which  it  has  been  brought, 
mufi  claim  the  higheft  applaufe/'  It 
was  at  lit  ft  difinbuted  only  to  a  few 
private  friends  :  but  the  author  was 
at  length  prevailed  upon  to  fubrnit 
it  to  public  infpeCtion ;  in  doing 
which,  belides  reflecting  honour 
upon  himlelf,  he  will  greatly  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  claflical  reputation  of 
his  country  abroad. 

Whilit  Mr.  Glafle  hath  been 
employed  in  tranflating  from  Eng- 
liih  into  Greek,  others  have  been 
engaged  in  the  lefs  fplendid  but 
more  ufeful  bufinefs  of  tranflating 
from  Greek  into  Englifli.  Mr. 
Potter,  in  a  fecond  volume,  hath 
completed  his  Euripides.  As  we 
have  heretofore  fpoken  of  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  this  valuable  work, 
there  is  not  much  occafion  to  en¬ 
large  upon  the  fubjeCt.  Though 
fome  faults  may  be  found  in  Mr. 
Potter’s  verfion,  it,  has,  upon  the 
whole,  great  merit ;  and  he  has  con¬ 
ferred  by  it  no  fmall  obligation 
upon  thofe  who  are  not  able  to  read 
the  original,  and  yet  wi(h  to  know 
Something  of  the  ancient  tragic  po¬ 
ets.  Thofe  who  feverely  criticiie 
the  prefent  tranllation,  do  not 
always  fufliciently  confider  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  the  undertaking,  and 
how  hard  it  is,  in  particular,  to 
be  faithful  to  the  fimplicity  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  Euripides,  and 
yet  to  preferve  that  dignity  of  lan¬ 
guage  which  modern  readers  expeCf. 
It  feems,  however,  to  be  generally 
agreed,  that  Mr.  Potter  has  not 

been 
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been  altogether  fo  happy  In  his 
Euripides  as  he  was  in  his  ^Bfchylus. 

Mr.  Randolph,  in  his 4  4  De  Graecae 
Einguse  Studio  Preledtio,”  endea¬ 
vours  to  ftir  up  the  minds  of  his 
countrymen  to  the  hill  farther  pur- 
fuit  of  thofe  ft u dies  in  which  many 
of  them  are  already  fo  laudably  en¬ 
gaged,  However  eagerly  the  Greek 
language  may  have  been  cultivated 
among  us,  he  thinks  that  much 
ftill  remains  to  be  accompli  filed. 
44  The  hiftory  of  Grecian  poetry 
44  lies  almoft  neglected,  and  the  re- 
*4  mains  of  many  a  hr  ft  rate  poet 
44  exift  only  in  quotations,  and 
4‘  are  fcattered  through  the  whole 
44  fyftem  of  Grecian  literature.” 
Thefe,  Mr.  Randolph  fays,  fnould 
be  collected  ;  particularly  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  lyric  poetry,  the  writers 
of  tragedy,  and  of  the  middle  and 
new  comedy.  He  is  of  opinion, 
like  wife,  that  after  thefe  the  anci¬ 
ent  Greek  philofophers,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Pythagoreans,  deferveat- 
tendon.  In  pointing  out  thefe  ob¬ 
jects  of  enquiry,  we  ftiould  have 
been  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Ran- 
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dolph  had  given  us  reafon  to  hope 
that  they  would  be  undertaken,  ei¬ 
ther  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  of  his 
learned  friends. 

An  aid  to  youth,  in  the  ftudy  of 
claffical  literature,  has  lately  been 
provided  in  Mr.  Wilfon’s  Archaeolo¬ 
gical  Dictionary.  It  includes  the 
antiquities  of  the  Jews,  Greeks, 
and  Romans,  alphabetically  ar¬ 
ranged,  The  articles  are  concife, 
but  appear  to  be  drawn  up  with 
perfplcuity  and  judgment. 

"To  corne  to  the  Latin  daffies, 
Mr.  Edmund  Button  has  publifhed 
an  edition  of  ManiHus’s  Aftronomi- 
con.  Not  having  fee n  the  work, 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  pronounce 
concerning  its  merit.  We  know 
from  Mr.  Burton’s  former  writings 
that  he  is  a  real  fcholar,  though 
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there  was  an  affectation  and  obfcu- 
rity  in  his  Englifh  ftyle,  which  we 
could  by  no  means  approve. 

Mr.  Colman  hath  conferred  a 
great  obligation  on  the  learned 
world,  in  his  44  Art  of  Poetry  ;  an 
Epifile  to  the  Pifos,  tranllated 
from  Horace.”  The  Latin  is  printed 
on  one  fide,  and  the  Englifh  on  the 
other.  Our  tranflator  gives  a  new 
turn  to  this  famous  epiftle.  He 
conceives  that  one  of  the  fons  of  Pi- 
lb,  undoubtedly  the  elder,  had 
either  written,  or  meditared,  a 
poetical  work,  mod  probably  a 
tragedy  ;  and  that  he  had,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  family,  commu¬ 
nicated  his  piece,  or  intention,  to 
Horace :  but  Horace,  either  difap- 
proving  of  the  work,  or  doubting 
of  the  poetical  faculties  of  the  elder 
Pifo,  or  both,  wifhed  to  difiuade 
him  from  all  thoughts  of  publicati¬ 
on.  With  this  view  he  formed  the 
defign  of  writing  this  epiftle,  ad- 
dr  effing  it,  with  a  courtlinefs  and 
delicacy  perfectly  agreeable  to  his 
acknowledged  character,  indiffer¬ 
ently  to  the  whole  family,  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  his  two  fons.  lie  begins 
with  general  reflections,  generally 
add  re  fled  to  his  three  friends.  In 
thefe  preliminary  rules,  equally 
necefiary  to  be  obferved  by  poets 
of  every  denomination,  he  dwells 
on  the  necefficy  of  unity  of  defign, 
the  danger  of  being  dazzled  by  the 
fplendor  of  partial  beauties,  the 
choice  of  f objects,  the  beauty  of 
order,  the  elegance  and  propriety 
of  diCtion,  and  the  life  of  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
the  feveral  different  fpecies  of  poe¬ 
try.  From  this  general  view  of  poe¬ 
try  on  the  canvas  of  Ariftotle,  but 
entirely  after  his  own  manner,  Ho¬ 
race  proceeds  to  give  the  rules  and 
hiftory  of  the  drama ;  adverting 
principally  to  tragedy,  with  all  its 
conftituents  and  appendages  of  dic¬ 
tion* 


tion,  fable,  character,  incidents, 
chorus,  meafure,  mu  he,  arid  deco¬ 
ration.  In  this  part  of  the  work,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
heft  critics,  and  indeed,  as  Mr* 
Colman  thinks,  according  to  the 
inanifeft  tenor  f  the  epiftle,  Ho¬ 
race  addreffes  h  ,  Tel:'  entirely .  to 
the  two  young  gentlemen,  pointing 
out  to  them  theC  difficulty,  as  well 
as  excellence  ©f  the  dramatic  art  ; 
in  hiding  on  the  av  owed  fuperiority 
of  the  Grecian  writers,  and  aferib- 
ing  the  comparative  failure  of  the 
Romans  to  negligence  and  avarice. 
The  poet,  having  exhaufted  this 
part  of  his  fubjeCt,  fuddenly  drops 
a  fecond,  or  difmiffes  at  once  no  lefs 
than  two  of  the  three  perfons,  to 
whom  he  originally  addreffed  his 
epiftle,  and  turning  fhort  on  the 
elder  Pifo ,  moft  earnestly  conjures 
him  to  ponder  on  the  danger  of 
precipitate  publication,  and  the 
ridicule  to  which  the  author  cf 
wretched  poetry  expo.fes  himfelf. 
From  the  commencement  of  this 
partial  addrefs,  O  Major  Ju-venum, 
&c.  at  the  three  hundred  and  hxty 
fixth  verfe,  to  the  end  of  the  poem, 
including  almoft  a  fourth  part  of 
the  whofe,  the  fecond  perfon  plural, 
f  if  ones  !—Vos  !  -  Vos,  O  Pomp  Hi  us 
Sanguis  /  See.  is  difearded,  and  the 
fecond  perfon  lingular,  Tu,  Te,  Ti¬ 
lt,  Sec.  invariably  takes  place. 
The  arguments  too  are  equally  re¬ 
lative  and  perfonah- - buch  are 

the  outlines  of  Mr.  Qolman’s  plan, 
which  we  have  delineated  more  at 
large  than  the  nature  of  our  work 
commonly  admits,  becaufe  we  not 
only  conlider  his  explanation  of  the 
defign,  and  divifion  of  the  epiftle, 
to  be  ingenious  and  new,  but 
founded  in  truth.  It  is  more  na¬ 
tural  and  juft  than  Dr.  Hurd’s 
febeme  of  interpretation,  though 
that  was  the  refult  of  a  fine  tafte 
and  difeernment,  and  had  many 
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things  in  it  highly  commendable* 
Roth  Hurd  and  Colman  are  right  in 
maintaining  that  it  was  not  the  in¬ 
tention  ot  Horace  to  compofe  pro- 
iefftdly  an  art  of  poetry  in  general* 
Mr.  Colmarfts  notes  are  learned, 
judicious*  and  inftructive;  and  his 
tranflation,  wim  very  few  excepti¬ 
ons,  hath  happily  imitated  the  man¬ 
ner  of  the  original. 

Mr.  Cornilh’s  Attempt  to 
Difplay  the  Importance  of  Claffical 
Learning,’"  is  the  production  of  an 
ingenious  and  fenfible  man  on  a 
point  of  great  moment  He  follows 
the  fteps  of  Beattie  and  Knox  in  the 
recommendation  of  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
man  literature;  and  it  is  his  defign 
to  bring  their  arguments  more  with¬ 
in  the  reach  of  common  readers,. 
Though  Mr.  Cor ni Hi  is  a  warm 
admirer  of  Mr.  Knox  s  Treadle  on 
Education,  and  efteems  it  the  beft 
that  has  been  written  on  the  fubjeCt, 
he  does  not  agree  with  him  in  every 
refpeCt.  In  fome  inftances  he  con* 
fiders  Mr.  Knox’s  ideas  as  not  fuf~ 
ficiently  liberal;  and  in  thefe  cafes 
hath  made  fttief ures  bpon  him, 
with  judgment  and  with  candour. 

In  polite  criticifm,  Dr,  Blair’s 
44  LeCtures  on  Rhetoric  and  Belle 
Lettres”  claim  our  principal  atten¬ 
tion.  Thefe  were  read  by  him  dur¬ 
ing  twenty  years  in  the  univerfity 
of  Edinburgh,  and  their  excellence 
hath  often  been  mentioned  in  con- 
verfation.  Indeed,  im  per  fed  co¬ 
pies  of  them,  which  were  taken  by 
his  pupils,  have  long  been  handed 
about  in  manufcript.  It  became 
proper,  therefore,  that  they  fiiould 
be  publiftied  ;  and  when  that  inten¬ 
tion  was  announced,  great  expecta¬ 
tions  from  them  were  naturally  ex¬ 
cited,  For  our  part,  we  have  not 
been  difappointed  in  the  expect¬ 
ations  we  had  formed.  It  is  true, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  prodi¬ 
gious  attention  which,  for  fome 
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lime  paft,  has  been  paid  to  polite 
literature,  many  remarks  will  not 
appear  fo  n*w  as  if  thay  had  been 
fooner given  to  the  world;  but  this 
was  an  effedl  that  could  not  be  a- 
voided*  It  is  alfo  true,  that 
though  our  author  allows  due  fcope 
to  fpeculative  and  philoiophical 
criticifm,  novelty  is  not  his  imme¬ 
diate  objedt.  His  delign  is  to  lay 
down  the  principles  of  eloquence, 
tafte,  and  coropoiition,  upon  a  ratio¬ 
nal  and  juft  foundation.  In  doing 
this,  it  is  not  his  purpofe  to  advance 
new  fyftems,  but  to  feledt  and  ar¬ 
range  what  is  more  worthy  of  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  ©bjedD  he  illuftrates, 
and  to  deliver  what  is  bell  calculat¬ 
ed  to  form  the  minds  and  ftrength- 
en  the  judgment  of  his  pupils,  that 
thus  they  may  he  able  to  profecute 
their  own  future  fludies  with  advan¬ 
tage,  This  is  precisely  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  a  profelfor ;  and  it  is  an  ex¬ 
cellence  for  which  Dr,  Blair  de- 
ferves  to  be  particularly  applauded. 
His  book  Is  juft  fuch  a  work  as  was 
wanted  for  the  inftru&ion  and  im¬ 
provement  of  young  gentlemen  ; 
and  it  will  not  be  much  lefs  ufeful 
to  many  perfons  in  an  advanced 
life.  It  conllitutes  fuch  a  body  of 
found  and  judicious  criticifm,  as 
eli titles  it  to  be  confdered  as  a  nati¬ 
onal  acquisition,  The  compolition 
is  perfpicuous  and  elegant,  but  not 
in  every  refpedt  fo  highly  finifhed 
as  that  of  our  author’s  fermons.* 
There  are  more  Scotticifms  in  the 
prdent  publication  ;  which,  when 
collected  together,  ofTu  me  a  formida¬ 
ble  appearance,  but  which,  as  fcat- 
tered  through  two  laro-e  volumes,  in 
a  great  meafure,  efeaoe  attention. 
The  method  which  Dr,  Blair  hath 
taken  of  analyfmg  fomc  of  our  claf- 
fic  profe  writers,  in  order  to  point 
out  the  excellencies  and  defects  of 
their  flyle,  is  peculiarly  inftrudlive. 
We  think  that  he  is  too  partial  to 
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the  eloquence  of  France,  and  efpe- 
cialiy  to  the  eloquence  of  the 
French  preachers.  In  its  great- 
ell  perfection,  there  is  always  feme- 
thing  in  it  which  is  by  no  means 
fuited  to  the  ftrong  fenfe 
and  manly  genius  of  the  Englifh. 
Much,  however,  as  Dr.  Blair  feems 
to  admire  the  oratory  of  the  French 
pulpit,  he  had  the  dilcretion  not 
to  take  it  for  the  model  of  his  own 
excellent  iermons ;  and  if  he  had 
done  fo,  we  will  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  they  would  have  been 
far  lefs  acceptable,  and  not  fo  like¬ 
ly  to  acquire  a  durable  reputation. 
Dr.  Beattie,  whofe  former  works 
have  been  fo  well  received,  has  a- 
gain  appeared  before  the  public,  in 
a  volume  of  “  Diflertations  Moral 
and  Critical.”  The  fubjedis  are 
memory  and  imagination,  ^ream¬ 
ing,  the  theory  of  language,  fable 
and  romance,  the  attachments  of 
kindred,  and  fublimity.  The  dif- 
fertation  on  memory  and  imagina¬ 
tion,  which  includes  nearly  a  third 
part  of  the  work,  contains  many 
important  remarks  and  ingenious 
difcuilions.  In  what  the  " Doctor 
fays  upon  the  faculties  of  brutes, 
we  go  not  think  him  peculiarly* 
happy.  With  regard  to  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  dory,  which  he  relates 
concerning  a  dog,  his  manner  of 
accounting  for  the  faff  is  not  at  all 
philofophical.  The  efl’ay  on  dream¬ 
ing  is  the  original  from  which  the 
papers  on  that  fubjcdt  are  taken, 
which  are  inferted  in  the  periodical 
publication  entitled  te  The  Mir¬ 
ror,”  The  treatife  on  the  theory 
of  language,  which  takes  up  con  fir 
derably  more  than  another  third 
of  the  volume,  is  divided  into  two 
parts  ;  the  fir  ft  treating  on  the  orU 
gin  and  general  nature  of  lpeech, 
and  the  fecond  on  univerfal  gra/rn 
mar.  This  is  a  very  judicious  and 
excellent  performance,  with  refptdf 

to 
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to  which  we  are  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  printed 
in  a  feparate  and  commodious  form, 
for  the  ufe  of  feminaries  of  educa¬ 
tion.  In  the  differ  cation  on  fable  and 
romance,  Dr.  Beattie  has  entered  in¬ 
to  the  confideration  of  the  feudal 
principles  and  manners,  a  topic  that 
is  always  agreeable,  even  when  no¬ 
thing  very  new  can  be  offered  con¬ 
cerning  it ;  and  which  our  author 
has  enlivened  by  various  pertinent 
refleHioiis  and  iiludrations.  In  the 
Difcourfe  011  the  Attachments  of 
Kindred,  the  Dodlor  confiders,  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  according'  to  nature,  that 
the  married  perfons  fhould  be  only 
two,  one  man  and  one  woman  ;  whe¬ 
ther  the  matrimonial  union  fhould 
lalf  through  the  whole  of  life  ;  and 
whether  the  rearing  and  educating 
of  children  fhould  be  left  to  the  pa¬ 
rents,  or  provided  for  by  the  public. 
Under  the  lad  head,  he  fully  con¬ 
futes  one  of  Plato’s  fanciful  theories. 
The  44  Iiludrations  on  Sublimity, ” 
afford  ample  tedimony  of  Dr. 
Beattie’s  good  fenfe,  and  of  the 
judnefs  and  elegance  of  his  tade. 

Mr.  Richardfon,  profelTor  of  Hu¬ 
manity  in  the  univerlity  of  Glafgow, 
who  a  few  years  fince  didinguifhed 
himfelf  by  44  A  Philofophical  Ana- 
lyfis,  and  Illudration  of  fome  of 
Shakefpeare’s  remarkable  Charac¬ 
ters,”  hath  again  appeared  in  the 
fame  walk  of  criticilin.  He  has 
now  favoured  the  public  with  44  Ef- 
fays  on  Shakefpeare's  Dramatic  Cha- 
ra&ers  of  Richard  the  Third,- King 
Lear,  and  Timon  of  Athens  to 
tvhich  are  added,  an  44  Effay  011 
the  Faults  of  Shakefpeare,  and  ad¬ 
ditional  Obfervations  on  the  Cha- 
raHer  of  Hamlet.”  Whilff  we 
greatly  admired,  in  general,  Ills 
former  publication,  we  thought  that 
the  affectation  of  philofophical  re¬ 
finement  was  fometimes  carried  to 
an  excels.  We  have  not  this  fault 
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to  find  with  the  performance  before 
us,  which,  whilff  it  is  more  natu¬ 
ral  and  fimple  than  the  preceding 
one,  is  equally  ingenious  and  ele¬ 
gant.  Every  man  of  tade,  and 
every  lover  of  Shakfpeare,  will  be 
pleafed  with  Mr.  Richardfon’s  acute 
and  maberly  obfervations  on  the 
fird  of  all  dramatic  poets. 

The  44  Remarks,  critical  and 
illudrative,  on  the  Text  and  Notes 
of  the  lad  Edition  of  Shakfpeare,” 
come  from  the  formidable  hand 
which  attacked,  with  fo  much  fe- 
verity,  Mr.  Warton’s  Hidory  of 
Poetry.  The  work  before  us  is 
written  with  the  fame  ability,  the 
fame  knowledge  of  Englifh  litera¬ 
ture,  and  the  fame  malignity  oferi- 
t-icifm.  If  Dr.  Johnfon  or  Mr. 
Steevens  had  committed  murder, 
they  could  fcarcely  have  been  worfe 
treated  ;  and  all  for  fome  real  or 
apprehended  midakes  in  their  inter¬ 
pretations  of  Shakfpeare.  Perhaps 
this  author,  if  he  were  ffriXiy 
ferutinized,  would  not  be  found  to¬ 
tally  exempt  from  error.  He  has 
ftrangely  introduced,  in  the  prefent 
performance,  a  mod  illiberal  re¬ 
flexion  on  the  Chridian  religion, 
and  hath  made  obfervations  which 
manifed  his  attachment  to  the 
Stuarts,  and  his  hodility  to  the  Re¬ 
volution.  Thefe  things,  if  they 
had  not  in  themfelves  been  highly 
offend ve  and  unjubi liable,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  brought  in  with  great  impro¬ 
priety.  Whilff  we  have  hence  fuch 
ffrong  reafons  for  finding  fault  with 
our  author,  we  mud,  at  the  fame 
time,  acknowledge,  that  his  remarks 
are  often  uncommonly  ingenious, 
and  that  many  ol  them  feem  to  be 
well  founded.  When  he  publifhes 
his  promifed  edition  of  Shakfpeare, 
we  fhall  fee  how  far  he  will  himfelf 
be  immaculate.  It  gives  us  plea- 
fure  to  acquaint  our  rea-ders,  that, 
in  the  next  year  we  fhall  have  occa- 
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Tic-  '■>  do  justice  to  the  ingenuity 
lot  this  writer,  without  having  any 
caufe  to  cenfure  his  ferocity. 

Mr.  CapeiPs  44  Notes  and  various 
Readings  of  Shakfpeare ;  together 
with  the  School  ot  Shakfpeare,” 
conftitute  a  very  large  publication, 
..don lilting  of  no  lefs  than  three  quar¬ 
to  volumes.  It  is  the  produdtion  of 
a  man  who  is  well  known  to  have 
fpent  his  life  upon  Shakfpeare. 
The  time  and  pains  employed  by 
Mr.  Capell  upon  this  favourite  ob¬ 
ject,  are,  indeed,  fcareely  to  be 
paralleled  in  the  hi  dory  of  literature. 
With  regard  to  the  prefent  multi¬ 
farious  work,  it  will  not  be  fup- 
pofed  that  we  have  been  able  to  go 
through  it  ;  and  therefore  we  can¬ 
not  fpeak  of  it  with  full  maturity 
of  judgment.  It  has  evidently  been 
the  bufmefs  of  the  author  to  collect 
together,  with  indefatigable  dili¬ 
gence,  and  a fto nibbing  minutenefs, 
whatever  can  contribute  to  a  due 
underftanding  of  the  writings  of 
Shakfpeare,  or  to  throw  light  on  the 
hidory  of  Isis  life*  That  this  per¬ 
formance  contains  a  vaft  variety  of 
matter,  fome  ot  it  very  ufeful  and 
valuable,  cannot,  we  fuppofe,  be 
denied  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  an¬ 
tique  and  pedantic  mode  of  Mr. 
Capell’s  com  poll tion,  perhaps  thefe 
his  labours  may  meet  with  a  better 
reception  after  his  death  than  thofe 
had  the  good  fortune  to  experience, 
which  he  published  himfelf. 

The  fecond  volume  of  44  Seledt 
Scotch  Ballads*’’  may  be  conlidered 
as  a  fupplement  to  the  Tragic  Bal¬ 
lads  which  were  publlfhed  in  1781. 
The  prefent  collection  is  of  the  co¬ 
mic  kind,  and  the  editor  hath  pre¬ 
fixed  to  it  a  diftemtion  on  this  fpe- 
cies  of  poetry,  which  he  divides  in¬ 
to  the  padoral,  the  amatory,  the 
ludicrous,  and  the  convivial.  To 
what  he  advances  in  general,  we  do 
not  objedt  ;  but  he  has  taken  occa- 
*7^3' 


fion  to  make  a  reftedlion  on  female 
literature, which  is  peculiarly  malig¬ 
nant,  and  in  our  opinion  altogether 
unjuft.  The  judgment  which  he 
paffes  on  Offian,  if  the  author  be  a 
North  Britifh  critic,  is  very  curious  ; 
for  he  aferibes  much  more  to  the 
invention  of  Mr.  Macpherfon  than 
is  common  in  Scotland. 

The  ftriefures  upon  Dr.  Johnfon’s 
Lives  ot  the  Poets,  have  not  yec 
ceafed.  A  new  antagonift  hath 
ftarted  up  againft  the  doctor,  in  the 
perfon  of  Mr.  Potter,  the  tranllator 
of  yEfchylus  and  Euripides.  This 
gentleman  hath  publifned  an  44  In¬ 
quiry  into  fome  Paftages  in  Dr. 
Johnfon’s  Lives  of  the  Poets;  par¬ 
ticularly  his  Obfervations  on  Lyric 
Poetry,  and  the  Odes  of  Gray.’* 
Though  we  concur,  for  the  moft 
part,  in  fentiment  with  Mr.  Potter, 
we  do  not  approve  of  the  feverity 
with  which  he  has  treated  the  ve¬ 
nerable  poetical  biographer. 

44  A  Criticifm  on  the  Elegy  writ¬ 
ten  in  a  Country  Churchyard  ;  be¬ 
ing  a  Continuation  of  Dr.  [- — n’s 
Criticifm  on  the  Poems  of  Gray,” 
is  another  attack  upon  the  dodtor 
in  an  ironical  form.  Affuming  the 
charadter,  manner,  and  ftyle  of 
Dr.  Johnfon,  the  author  goes 
through  the  different  ftanzas  of" thy 
Elegy,  dnd  affedfs  to  find  the  fame 
kind  of  fa  ill  ts  in  it  which  the  bio¬ 
grapher  had  difeerned  in  Mr. 
Gray’s  Odes.  The  evident  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  publication  is  to  ex- 
pofe  the  futility  and  injuftice  of 
the  dodior’s  cenfures  ;  and  the  iro¬ 
ny,  though,  perhaps,  fometimes  too 
much  concealed,  is  not,  upon  the 
whole,  ill  conducted. 

A  gleaning  or  two  hath  been  left 
of  the  Chattertonian  Controversy,. 
Mr,  Matthias’s  44  Elfay  on  the  Evi¬ 
dence,  external  and  internal,  relating 
to  the  Poems  attributed  to  Thomas 
Rowley,”  is  a  perfpicuous,  candid, 
d  and 
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and  difpaffionate  performance.  The 
author  fairly  dates,  with  fume  de¬ 
gree  of  formality,  the  arguments  on 
both  Tides,  and  gives,  upon  the 
whole,  the  preference  to  thofe  which 
maintain  the  authenticity  and  anti¬ 
quity  of  the  Poems.  Wemuftcon- 
fefs  that  thefe  reafonings  did  not 
make  the  fame  impreffion  upon  our 
minds. 

44  The  genuine  copy  of  a  Letter 
found  lately  near  Strawberry -hill, 
Twickenham,”  endeavours  to  fup- 
port  by  fatire  and  ridicule  what  Mr. 
Matthias  has  defended  by  grave  ar¬ 
gument.  The  efforts  of  both  thefe 
writers  will  be  in  vain.  The  voice 
of  the  public  is  againft  them,  and 
it  will  not  ealily  be  changed. 

The  Abbe  de  Mably’s  44  Two 
Dialogues  concerning  the  Manner  of 
writing  Hidory, deferve  great 
commendation,  as  a  fpirited  and 
•valuable  piece  of  criticifm.  The 
previous  knowledge  recommended 
by  him,  and  the  found  principles 
on  which  he  would  have  the  hibo- 
xian  to  build  his  labours  and  his 
fame,  are  excellently  difplayed.  We 
entirely  agree  with  him,  likewife,  in 
bis  ardent  admiration  of  the  an¬ 
cients.  What  he  hath  advanced  in 
vindication  of  the  fpeeches  which 
occur  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  his¬ 
torians  is  uncommonly  forcible,  and 
he  hath  almod  made  us  converts  to 
bis  opinion.  Still,  however,  it 
mud  be  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
fuch  fpeeches,  notwithdanding  all 
the  advantages  that  attend  them, 
can  be  admitted  into  modern 
hidory,  confidently  with  that  dried 
fidelity  of  narration  which  is  now 
judly  ex  pecked.  Whild  we  admire 
the  Abbe  de  Mably  in  mod  refpeCts, 
there  are  certain  points  with  regard 
to  which  we  differ  from  him  in  fen- 
timent.  He  writes  with  too  much 
prejudice  againft  fame  of  the  bed 
of  the  modern  hidorians,  In  his 


cenfures  of  Dr.  Robertfon  we  do  by 
no  means  concur  ;  and  his  condem¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  when  he  had 
only  read  a  few  extracts  from  him 
in  1'ome  literary  journal,  is  wholly 
unjudifiabie.  however,  though  the 
Abbe  is  not  entirely  free  from  ex-, 
travagances  and  from  errors,  ws 
mud  in  general,  highly  applaud  the 
maxims  he  recommends  to  the 
writers  of  hidory,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  directs  their  works  to 
compofed. 

Few  of  our  readers,  that  live  in 
London,  are  unacquainted  with  the 
fix  large  pictures  which  have  been 
painted  by  Mr.  Barry,  for  the  great 
room  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce.  Thefe 
pictures,  though  not  quite  fmifhed?. 
were  drd  exhibited  in  1783  :  upon 
which  occafion  Mr.  Barry  publilhed 
an  account  of  them,  containing  a 
full  hidory  of  the  whole  feries,  and 
introducing  many  admirable  re¬ 
marks,  and  bold  drokes,  relative  to 
the  art  of  painting.  The  work  par¬ 
takes  of  the  fpirit  of  the  author, 
who,  in  his  profedion,  is  one  of  the 
drd  geniufes  of  the  age,  with  a  fin- 
gular  and  eccentric  turn  of  mind. 
The  book,  as  might  be  expeCted 
from  fuch  a  man,  is  unequally  writ¬ 
ten  ;  and  it  has  dome  grammatical 
faults,  which  the  pen  of  any  litera¬ 
ry  friend  might  ealily  have  corretfl- 
ed.  We  could  have  wifned,  alfo, 
that  he  had  referved  for  another 
place  his  complaints  of  perfonal  ill 
ufage.  Thefe  defe&s,  however,  do 
not  prevent  his  treadle  from  being 
a  copious  fund  of  indru&ion  and 
entertainment. 

Sir  J-oftiua  Reynolds  conduCD 
himfelf,  in  whatever  relates  to  his 
profeldon,  or  to  his  appearance  in 
the  world  as  an  author,  with  much 
fuperior  diferetion  and  judgment. 
His.' writings  are  a  model  of  chade 
and  elegant  compolition.  Bow 
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excellent  the  difcourfes  are  that  have 
been  read  by  him  at  the  Royal 
Academy,  is  well  known  from  the 
volume  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
public.  The  44  Difcourfe  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  Students  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  on  the  Didribution  of 
the  Prizes,”  on  the  10th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1782,  is  entitled  to  equal 
praife.  The  prefident  admirably 
points  out  the  objedts  to  which  the 
young  men  ought  to  di refit  their 
principal  attention,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  in  them  a  noble  emulation, 
and  un re mit ted  diligence,  in  the 
profecution  of  the  fiudies  to  which 
they  are  devoted. 

We  muft  not  forget,  upon  this 
occadon,  the  annotations  which  fir 
Joihiia  Reynolds  has  annexed  to  Mr. 
M  a  fords  Tranflation  of  Frefnoy ’s 
Art  of  Painting,  Thefe  notes  add 
an  eminent  ornament  to  the  work, 
and  refledt  new  ludre  on  fir  jofhua’s 
reputation. 

The  mention  of  Frefnoy  affords 
us  a  natural  hnrodu  fillers  to  our  ac¬ 
count  of  the  poetry  of  the  year. 
Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  tranflation  into 
Englifh  verfe,of  this  Author’s  art  of 
Painting,  has  conferred  a  frefh  obli¬ 
gation  on  the  poetical  world.  The 
verfion  was  begun  by  Mr.  Mafon  in 
very  early  youth,  and  finifhed  many 
years  ago  ;  but  it  has  been  accurate¬ 
ly  revifed,  and  received  all  the  per¬ 
fection  which  the  nature  of  the  poem 
can  admit.  Tt  is  not  much  as  a 
poet  oh  imagination  that  Frefnoy 
dunes  :  his  prime  excellence  is  his 
judicious  and  elegant  delineation  of 
the  principles  and  rules  of  painting. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  in  Mr.  Ma- 
fon’s  power,  confidently  with  fide¬ 
lity,  to  add  a  fplenuour  to  the  work 
which  was  not  in  the  original. 

Our  great  modern  poet,  Mr. 
Hay  ley,  did  not  in  a  783  favour  the 


world  with  any  publication.  Rut 
though  he  did  not  publilh,  he 
printed,  and  didributed  among  a 
few  friends,  an  ‘4  Ode  to  Mr. 
Wright  of  Derby.”  This  ode, 
like  Mr.  Hay  ley’s  other  pieces,  is 
uncommonly  beautiful.  He  calls 
upon  the  painter  to  celebrate,  with 
bis  pencil,  the  burning  of  the  Spa- 
nidi  veffels  at  the  fiegeof  Gibraltar. 
At  the  conclufion,  the  poet  finely 
touches  upon  the  ill  ufage  which 
Mr.  Wright  has  received  from  the 
Royal  Academy.  When  will  the 
artids  ceafe  to  difgrace  themfelves 
by  their  paltry  paifions  ? 

Now  we  are  fpeaking  of  odes, 
we  mud  not  omit  one  upon  the 
peace,  for  which  the  public  is  in¬ 
debted  to  Mils  Helen  Williams,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  elegant  and  pathetic  le¬ 
gendary  tale,  Edwin  and  Elfruda. 
The  re  dotation  of  peace  was  a  pro¬ 
per  fubjefit  for  the  Mufe,  though 
being  a  political  event,  it  was 
fcarcely  popular  enough  to  excite 
much  attention.  Mils  Williams’s 
Ode  upon  it  has  not  detracted  from, 
but  added  to  her  reputation.  The 
thoughts  are  well  adapted  to  the 
occalion,  the  images  truly  poetical, 
the  verfification  fweetly  harmoni¬ 
ous,  and,  towards  the  conclufion, 
where  the  author  deferibes  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  art  and  fcience,  die 
rifes  to  no  fmall  degree  of  fub- 
limity. 

The  longed  original  poem  of  the 
year  we  believe  to  be  Mr.  Pye’s 
44  Progrefs  of  Refinement.”  It  is, 
in  fafit,  a  hidory  of  the  procedure 
of  the  human  mind,  in  manners, 
learning,  and  tafte,  from  the  fil'd 
dawnings  of  cultivated  life  to  the 
prefent  day.  rl  he  poem  difplays 
the  great  knowledge  of  the  author, 
the  elegance  of  his  genius,  and  the 
found nefs  of  his  judgment.  His 
deferiptions  are  juft  and  beautiful, 
S  2  and 
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and  his  verification  correct,  po- 
lifhed,  and  harmonious.  Mr.  Pye 
does  not  feem  to  poflei's  that  ardour 
of  poetical  fancy,  which  would 
carry  him  to  the  higheft  degrees  of 
elevation  ;  but,  though  not  often 
fublime,  he  is  always  elegant,  pleaf- 
ing,  and  in  lira  Stive. 

“  Aurelia,  or  the  Contelt  ;  an 
heroi-comic  Poem,  in  four  Cantos, 
by  the  author  of  Modern  Manners,” 
deferves  to  be  mentioned  with  di» 
ftinftion.  If,  after  the  Rape  of  the 
Lock,  it  cannot  be  entitled  to  the 
praife  of  perfect  originality,  it  is, 
neverthelefs,  worthy  ot  high  com¬ 
mendation.  The  writer  poiTeffes 
the  powers  of  invention,  and  dis¬ 
plays  great  ftrength  of  fancy  and  of 
humour.  His  deferiptions  are  live¬ 
ly,  and  his  verfification  eafy  and 
elegant.  The  follies  and  foibles  of 
modern  beauties  are  chain  fed  by 
that  juft,  but  gentle,  hand  of  fatire 
which  is  calculated  to  correct,  and 
hot  to  irritate.  We  hope  for  conli- 
derable  things  in  future  from  this 
young  poet. 

The  44  Sonnets  to  eminent  Men” 
come  from  a  gentleman  who  excels 
in  this  agreeable  fpecies  of  poetry, 
and  whofe  talents,  we  believe,  are 
of  a  more  extended  nature.  It  gives 
us  pleafure  to  fee  poetical  praife 
thus  happily  confecrated  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  genius,  learning,  liberty, 
and  virtue.  The  perfons  celebrated 
are,  hr  William  Jones ;  Mr.  Hay- 
ley  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Wart-on  ;  Dr. 
Watfon,  bifihop  of  Landaff;  Dr. 
Thurlow,  bifhop  of  Lincoln  ;  and 
the  duke  of  Richmond.  An  ode 
is  added  to  the  earl  of  Effingham  : 
another  diftinguilhed  friend  to  the 
rights  of  mankind. 

From  the  title  of  Mr.  Grabbers 
poem,  called  44  The  Village,”  many 
might  be  led  to  expedf,  that,  like 
other  poets,  he  paints  the  beauties 
of  the  country,  and  the  happinefs 
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of  a  rural  life.  But  the  defign  of 
the  author  is  fo  very  different  that 
his  work  may  be  juftly  denominated 
antl-paftoral.  It  is  his  diredl  inten* 
tion  todifplay  the  miferies  to  which 
villagers  are  expofed  ;  and  in  the 
execution  of  this  purpofe  he  ma- 
ni tells  no  fmall  powers  of  deferip- 
tion.  Mr.  Crabbers  view,  in  hold¬ 
ing  out  the  diftreffes  of  the  labour¬ 
ing  poor,  is  to  awaken  the  feelings 
of  companion,  and  to  call  forth  the 
exertions  of  benevolence,  in  their 
favour. 

In  our  hiftory  of  the  Domeftk 
Literature  of  the  year,  we  have  in- 
fen  ft  bly  Hided  fo  far  beyond  our  due 
bounds,  that  we  mull:  only  mention 
the  titles  of  fome  poetical  produc¬ 
tions,  which  would  otherwife  merit  a 
greater  degree  of  diftinbtion.  The 
ingenious  writers  will,  we  truft,  ex- 
cufe  us,  as  our  conduct  is  not  the  re- 
fult  of  choice,  but  of  neceffitv. 
The  publications  we  refer  to,  are, 
44  Verbeia,  or  Wharfdale;”  Mrs.  Ma- 
dan’s  44  Progrefs  of  Poetry  Mr. 
Holcroft’s  44  Human  Happinefs,  or 
the  Sceptic MifsChilcot’s  “Tales 
and  Poems  Peter  Pindar’s44  More 
Lyric  Odes;”  Duncan’s  “  Moral 
Hinps  to  the  riling  Generation 
Talker’s  44  Annus  Mirabilis 
Coombe’s  4‘  Peafant  of  Auburn 
44  The  Cumbrian  Feftival;”  Irwin’s 
44  Occafional  Epiftles  44  Poem?, 
by  a  native  of  the  Weft  Indies 
the  44  Difbanded  Subaltern  and 
the  44  Ode  to  a  Friend.” 

With  relpedt  to  poetical  tranfla- 
tions,  we  have  already  mentioned 
thofe  which  have  been  published  by- 
Potter,  Colman,  and  Mafon.  But 
there  is  one  yet  unfpoken  of,  which 
is  entitled  to  the  higheft  regard. 
This  is  Mr.  Hoole’s  verlion  of  Ari- 
ofto’s  Orlando  Furiofo.  A  fpeci- 
men  of  the  work  was  given  by  our 
ingenious  tranflator  fome  years  ago, 
but  he  has  now  completed  the  whole; 

if 
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«in3,  in  fo  doing,  he  has  made  a 
moil  valuable  prefent  to  the  world 
of  genius,  tafte,  and  polite  litera¬ 
ture,  As  far  as  we  are  capable  of 
judging  upon  the  fubjedl,  the  exe¬ 
cution.  is  excellent  ;  and,  through 
the  comfe  of  five  volumes,  there  is 
feldom  reafoti  to  difapprove  of  the 
verfification.  An  undertaking  fo 
large  and  extenfive  muft  have  been 
attended  with  many  difficulties  ;  on 
which  account  fuch  an  able  and  fuc- 
.cefsful  accomplifliment  of  it  de¬ 
mands  a  greater  proportion  of  ap¬ 
plaud?.  Thole  who  are  not  capable 
of  perufing  the  original  cannot  be 
fufficiently  thankful  to  Mr.  Boole, 
for  fu  miffing  them  with  fo  various, 
delightful,  and  fublime  an  enter¬ 
tainment.  Ariofto  has,  no  doubt, 
his  extravagancies  and  his  faults  : 
but  thefe  are  loft  in  his  excellencies, 
and  will  be  difregarded  by  every 
reader  who  has  imagination  and 
tafte  enough  to  be  open  to  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  nobler  beauties  of 
compofiiion.  Such  a  poet  carries 
us  out  or  ourfelves,  and  transports 
us  with  a  pleafure  which  the  frigid 
hand  of  criticifm  cannot  damp.  We 
have  now  ceafed  to  wonder  that  the 
Italians  prefer  Ariofto  to  Taffo, 
though  the  latter  is  more  uniformly 
perfect.  They  are  both  of  them 
poets  of  the  firft  magnitude,  and 
fully  evince  the  truth  of  Dr.  Hurd's 
opinion,  that  the  feudal  cuftoms, 
the  manners  of  chivalry,  and  the 
enchantments  of  the  old  romance, 
are  admirably  adapted  to  the  high- 
eft  kinds  of  ooetry. 

44  The  poetical  Remains  of  James 
the  Firft,  king  of  Scotland, ”  in 
confequence,  we  fuppofe,  of  their 
not  being  much  advertifed  in  this 
country,  efcaped  our  notice  till  we 
had  written  thus  far.  We  have  them 
now  in  our  hands  ;  and  can  inform 
«ur  readers,  that  they  confift  of  two 
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poems.  The  firft,  which  was  never 
before  publifhed,  and  which  the 
editor  has  divided  into  fix  cantos  is 
a  very  long  one,  and  is  entitled, 
45  The  King’s  Quair,”  The  other 
is  the  famous  44  Chriftis  Kirk  of  the 
Grene.”  It  is  well  known  that 
Chrift’s  Kirk  of  the  Green  hath 
ufually  been  afcribed  to  James  the 
Fifth  ;  but  our  editor  contends, 
with  great  force  of  reafon  and  argu¬ 
ment,  that  it  was  written  by  James 
the  Firft.  The  hiftorical  and  crith 
cal  differtation  on  the  life  and  writ¬ 
ings  of  this  laft  prince,  which  is 
prefixed  to  the  poems,  and  is  very 
well  compofed,  contains  much  curi¬ 
ous  information.  The  fame  may  with 
great  truth  be  afferted  concerning 
the  differtation,  at  the  end  of  the 
volume,  on  the  Scottifti  mufic,  and 
the  ancient  Scottifti  fongs.  The 
poems  now  printed  we  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  with  that  attention 
which  can  enable  us  to  give  a  de¬ 
cided  opinion  concerning  their 
merit. 

With  regard  to  the  dramatic  pro¬ 
ductions  which  have  been  brought 
upon  the  ftage  during  the  courfe  of 
the  year,  we  (hall,  as  we  have  hi¬ 
therto  done,  content  ourfelves  with 
barely  announcing  them  to  our 
readers.  The  only  tragedy  exhi¬ 
bited  in  1783,  was  Mr.  Cumber¬ 
land’s  44  Myfterious  Hufband.” 
The  comedies  were,  44  The  Capri¬ 
cious  Lady,”  altered  by  Mr.  Cooke, 
from  Beaumont  and  Fletcher’s 
Scornful  Lady  ;  “  The  School  for 
Vanity,”  by  Mr.  Pratt  •  44  A  Bold 
Stroke  for  a  Hufband,”  by  Mrs. 
Cowley;  44  A  Friend  in  Need  is  a 
Friend  indeed,” by  Meffrs.  Andrews 
and  O’Bryen  ;  “The  Young  Qua¬ 
ker,”  by  Mr, O’Keefe ;  and  “More 
Ways  than  Cne,”  by  Mrs.  Cowley. 
In  the  mufical  line,  have  been  per- 
^  3  formed, 
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formed,  44  Gretna  Green,”  by 
Mr.  Stewart;  44  The  Metamor- 
pfioiis,”  a  comic  opera  ;  and  '  *  The 
Maid’s  the  Miftrefs,”  a  burletta. 
The  farces  of  the  year  were  44  The 
Adventures  of  a  Night;”  44  The 
Spaniih  Barber,”  from  Beaumont 
and  Fletcher;  and  44  The  Receipt 
Tax,”  by  Mr.  Dent ;  to  which 
may  be  added,  two  afterpieces, 44  The 
Shamrock, ”  by  Mr.  O’Keeffe;” 
and  44  Trill  ram  Shandy,”  by 
Mr.  M’Nally.  44  The*  Rival 
Knights,”  a  dramatic  romance,  and 
a  dramatic  piece,  entitled  44  The 
Prince  of  Arragon,”  will,  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  complete  the  catalogue 
of  new  ftage-exhibitions  in  1783, 
pantomimes  excepted. 

Two  or  three  plays,  which  we 
jfhall  briefly  mention,  have  been 
printed,  but  not  added.  5  Ben 
Johnfon’s  44  Sad  Shepherd,”  which 
was  only  carried  on  to  about  the 
middle  of  the  third  acl,  has  been 
republifhed,  with  a  continuation, 
rotes,  and  appendix.  44  Runna- 
mede,”  a  tragedy,  was  intended, 
we  fuppolc,  for  the  theatre  ;  but 
the  author,  having  probably  not 
been  fortunate  enough  to  ret  it  re- 
prefented,  hath  thought  proper  to 
commit  it  the  prefs.  Many  infe¬ 
rior  pieces  have,  we  are  certain,  been 
received  by  our  theatrical  mana¬ 
gers.  We  have  read  this  tragedy 
with  pleafure ;  but  cannot  pretend 
to  fay  whether  it  would  have  been 
likely  to  fuccecd  upon  the  flage. 
Agreeably  to  the  fuhjedb,  thefenti- 
ments  of  liberty  which  this  perfor¬ 
mance  breathes  at  e  noble;  and  the 
language  oi  it  unites  fimplicity, 
elegance,  and  dignity.  That  the 
love  plot,  which  however  is  inter¬ 
tilling,  takes  up  too  great  a  propor- 
o f  the  44  Runamede,”  may  pofli- 
bly  be  the  objection  of  fome  critics. 

4‘  The  Father’s  Revenge,”  a  tra¬ 
gedy,  by  the  Earl  of  Cariifle,  has 


LITERATURE. 

been  printed,  and  circulated  among* 
the  Fiends  of  the  noble  writer. 
Not  having  feen  it,  we  cannot  ap¬ 
preciate  its  character  and  merit. 

As  to  the  various  productions  of 
the  year  which  clafs  under  the  head 
of  mifcellaneous  publications,  our 
limits  will  only  permit  us  to  menti¬ 
on  a  part  of  them  ;  and  that  part 
mu  ft  necefianly  con  fit  of  thofe 
which  have  fallen  under  our  imme¬ 
diate  obfervation.  If  any  other 
Treatifes,  which  are  more  worthy 
to  be  diftinguifhed,  fhould  be  omit¬ 
ted  by  us,  that  omillion  will  not  be 
owing  to  any  difrefpect  to  the  wri¬ 
ters,  but  to  imperfedt  information  ; 
and  the  information  of  any  Angle 
man,  however  multifarious  his 
reading,  or  vigilant  his  infpedtion, 
will  in  fome  degree  be  incomplete. 

There  was  fcarcely  any  work 
that  had  fo  rap  d  a  fale,  or  which, 
excited  fo  ranch  attention  for  a 
time,  as  the  Bithop  of  LandalPs 
44  Letter  to  his  Grace  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury.”  This  Let¬ 
ter,  from  the  manly  and  liberal 
fpirit  with  which  it  is  wri' ten,  and 
from  the  defign  it  has  in  view,  re¬ 
flects  great  honour  on  the  right  re- 

o  o 

verend  author.  Dr.  Watfon  con¬ 
fines  his  addrefstotwopropofals  ;  the 
fir  ft  of  which  regards  the  revenues 
of  the  bifhops,  and  the  other  thofe 
of  the  inferior  clergy.  The  bi- 
fhopricks  he  proposes,  as  the  richer 
ones  become  vacant,  to  render  more 
equal  to  each  other;  and  he  wilhes 
to  increafe  the  provision  for  the  in¬ 
ferior  clergy,  by  appropriating  to 
that  purpofe,  in  cafes  of  vacancy, 
a  definite  part  of  the  wealthy  dea¬ 
neries,  prebends,  and  canonries. 
Thefe  two  fchemes  are  enforced, 
by  the  excellent  and  learned  prelate, 
with  great  ftrength  of  reafon  and 
language,  with  a  laudable  zeal  for 
the  independence  of  the  epifcopal 

order^ 
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©Tiler,  and  with  a  warm  feeling  of 
feumanity  for  his  brethren  of  a  low¬ 
er  rank  in  the  church  of  England. 

Whoever  propofes  any  degree  of 
reform,  and  efpeciqlly  in  ecclefiadi- 
cal  matters,  is  fure  of  railing  a 
number  of  antagonifts.  The  bilhop 
of  Landaffwas  attacked  from  various 
quarters,  with  different  degrees  of 
ability;  and  he  found  one  or  two 
ardent  defenders.  A  mongft  Dr. 
Watfon’s  opponents,  the  letter  to 
him,  by  a  country  curate,  was  not 
the  produbtion  of  an  inconfiderable 
pen.  The  writer  was  probably  or 
a  fuperior  rank  to  that  of  a  curate  ; 
or,  at  lead,  might  have  good  reafon 
to  hope  for  a  higher  ffation.  Mr. 
Cumberland  thought  proper  to  in¬ 
terfere  in  this  controverfy,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  worthy  prelate.  Being 
the  ion  of  a  bidiop,  he  might  be  wil¬ 
ling  to  drew  his  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  the  church,  as  it  is  at  prefent 
conftitutedc  However,  if  he  had 
confined  himfelf  within,  his  own  walk 
of  literature,  which  is  that  of  writ¬ 
ing  fentimental  plays,  he  would 
have  better  confulted  his  repu¬ 
tation. 

The,44  Thirty  Letters  on  various 
Subjects,”  afcribed  to  Mr.  Jackfon 
of  Exeter,  come  from  a  man  who 
thinks  for  himfelf.  The  effays  are 
written  in  a  very  lively  manner, 
and  the  fentiments  are  frequently 
original ;  but  whether  they  are  al¬ 
ways  as  juft  as  they  are  new,  fevere 
critics  may  be  permitted  to  doubt. 
In  his  condemnation  of  catches  and 
o-lees  we  entirely  concur  with  him: 
and  we  are  not  a  little  pleafed  with 
his  endeavours  to  refcue  honeff 
Quarles  from  contemptand  oblivion. 

Mr.  Tytier,  in  his  44  Plan  and 
Outlines  of  a  Courfe  of  Lectures 
on  Univerfal  Hidory,  Ancient  and 
Modern,  delivered  in  the  Univerli- 
ty  of  Edinburgh,”  mentions  two 
methods  adopted  by  profeffors,  in 


confidering  the  fubjebE  One  is 
that  of  arranging  events  in  the  drift 
chronological  order  ;  and  the  other, 
giving  a  feries  of  political  ail  quid- 
tions,illudrated  by  hidorical  exam¬ 
ples.  Our  author  propofes  to  hold 
a  middle  courfe  between  the  two 
fchemes ;  and  to  44  endeavour,  by 
44  remedying  the  imperfection  of 
44  each,  to  unite,  if  poifible,  the 

44  advantages  of  both.”  If  Mr. 

«  > 

Ty  tier’s  plan  fhould  be  lb  far  defebD 
ive,  that  it  may  omit  fome  events 
which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  in 
a.  courfe  of  lebtures  on  hidory,  it 
affords  fcope,  at  the  fame  time,  for 
a  great  variety  of  indrubtive  and 
important  abler vations  and  difcuf- 

A 

dons. 

Dr.  Hey5s  44  Differtation  on  the 
Pernicious  Effects  of  Gaming,”  was 
the  refult  of  a  prize  propofed,  at 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  for 
the  bed  difcourle  upon  the  fubjebE 
The  premium  was  adjudged  to  the 
Debtor,  and  we  doubt  not  hut  that 
he  fully  deferved  the  didindtion. 
The  evil  confequences  of  the  vice 
which  is  the  objedt  of  his  confide- 
ration,  are  drongly  difplayed  in. 
every  point  of  view:  but  when  will 
the  gameder,  attend  to  the  voice  of 
reafon,  judice,  and  humanity? 

44  The  Herald  of  Literature,  or, 
a  Review  of  the  mod  confiderable 
Publications  that  will  be  made  in 
the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  Winter, 
with  Extrabls,”  was  a  pleafant 
pamphlet,  of  the  nature  ©f  Mr. 
Tickell’s  Anticipation,  though  ap- 
plied  to  a  different  objedE  In  the 
preface,  the  inconlidencies  of  the 
Reviews,  in  one  or  two  driking  in* 
dances,  are  difplayed  with  humour. 
The  pretended  works  of  which  an 
anticipated  account  are  here  given, 
are,  Rmbertfon’s  Continuation  of 
the  Hidory  of  America;  Gibbon’s 
of  the  Decline  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire;  a  novel,  by  the  author  of  jhe 
S  4  Modem. 
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Modern  Anecdote  ;  a  novel,  by  the 
author  or  Cecilia  and  Evelina;  the 
Peafant  of  Rilidulgerid,  a  Tale,*  an 
Effay  on  Novel,  in  three  epifiles, 
from  Mr-  Hayley  to  Lady  Craven  ’ 
Inkle  and  Yaiico,  a  poem,  by  Dr. 
Beattie ;  the  Alchymift,  altered  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  ;  RefieTions  on  the 
prefent  State  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  Mr.  Payne  ;  and  a 
Speech  of  Mr.  Burke’s.  The  man¬ 
ner  of  the  reviewers,  and  the  ftyle 
of  the  writers,  from  whom  nbti- 
tious  extraffs  are  given,  are,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  well  fuftained.  This  is  parti¬ 
cularly  the  cafe  with  refpedt  to  Ro- 
bertfon,  Gibbon,  Sheridan,  and 
Beattie.  In  one  or  two  in  dances, 
and  efpecialljr  with  regard  to  Hayley, 
the  Herald  of  Literature  is  not,  in 
our  opinion  equally  happy  :  neither 
do  we  always  concur  with  him 
where  he  intends  to  be  fatirical. 

Dr.  Andrews’s  44  Remarks  on 
the  French  and  Englifh  Ladies,  in  a 
Series  of  Letters”,  come  from  a 
gentleman  who  being  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  both  countries,  is 
well  qualified  to  judge  upon  the 
fubjedt.  Accordingly,  the  differ¬ 
ent  charadlers,  difpofitions,  and 
modes  of  the  women  of  France  and 
England  are,  in  this  work,  accu¬ 
rately  difc rim-mated,  and  fully  de¬ 
scribed.  Various  anecdotes  are  in- 
terfperfed,  which  ferve  to  enliven 
the  book,  and  render  it  more  inter- 
efling.  If  we  have  any  fault  to 
End  with  Dr.  Andrews,  it  is  that  he 
has  purfued  the  matter  too  far. 
Before  we  got  to  the  end  of  the 
book  we  began  to  be  weary;  and 
could  have  wifhed  that  the  ingeni¬ 
ous  author  had  brought  his  obierva- 
tions  into  a  narrower  compafs. 

The  u  Effay  on  Landfcape  Paint¬ 
ing,  with  Remarks,  General  and 
Critical,  on  the  different  Schools 
and  Mailers,  ancient  and  mo- 
deni,”  ihculd  rather  have  been 


mentioned  when  we  were  (peaking 
of  Mr.  Barry  and  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds.  It  is  not,  however,  too 
late  to  dojuftice  to  the  work.  The. 
writer  evidently  appears  to  have 
paid  great  attention  to  the  fubjeft, 
and  perhaps  he  is  himfelf  an  inge¬ 
nious  artiff.  His  proportion  for 
forming  an  Englifh  fchool  of  land¬ 
scape  painting,  manifefls  his  zeal 
for  the  art,  and  is  highly  deferving 
of  public  encouragement. 

44  The  mifcellaneous  Works,  in 
verfe  and  profe,  of  Gorges  Edmond 
Howard  Efq.  are  the  produdlions 
of  a  lingular  man,  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Ireland,  whole  inclination  carri¬ 
ed  him  vehemently  to  writing, 
when  he  fhould  have  applied  him¬ 
felf  to  his  bufinets  as  an  attorney. 
So  ftrong  has  been  the  cacoethes  fieri- 
bendi  upon  him,  that  nothing  could 
reftrain  it;  and  he  has  been  the  au¬ 
thor  of  four  volumes  in  quarto,  and 
eleven  in  odtavo.  With  regard  to 
the  books  now  publifhed,  the  con¬ 
tents  are  very  various,  and  feldom 
rife  above  mediocrity.  Mr.  How¬ 
ard’s  dramatic  compofitions  are  more 
entitled  to  praife  than  any  other  of 
his  poetical  performances. 

Mr.  Linguet’s  44  Memoirs  of  the 
Baftile”  throw  frefh  light  on  the 
nature  and  management  of  that  hor¬ 
rid  prifon.  The  author  relates  his 
bufferings  with  that  ardent  fenfibility 
which  tends  to  awaken  the  ffrongefb 
feeling  of  companion  and  indigna¬ 
tion.  Publications  of  this  kind  have 
great  utility  in  ex  poling  the  enormi¬ 
ties  of  arbitrary  power. 

As  Roffeau’s  Confeffions  were 
mentioned  by  us  in  our  department 
of  foreign  literature  for  the  lafl  year, 
it  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  of  the 
tranflation  of  them,  which  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  our  own  language.  An 
Englifh  verfion  hath  alfo  been  pub- 
lifbed  of  his  Emilius  and  So¬ 
phia*” 
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Madame  de  Genlis’s  4‘  Adelaide 
ana  Theodore,  or  Letters  on  Edu¬ 
cation”  afford  an  additional  proof, 
to  thofe  flie  had  before  exhibited, 
of  her  extreme  attention  to  this 
mo  ft  important  fubject.  Allowing 
for  fome  diff  rence  between  the 
manners  and  cu.ftoms  of  France  and 
our  own  country,  the  .prefen  t  work 
will  be  found  to  be  highly  inftrudt- 
ive;  and  the  narrative,  in  which  the 
plan  of  education  is  comprized, 
gives  to  the  work  the  form  of  an  a- 
greeable  romance,  whilft  it  is  con¬ 
veying  the  principles  and  precepts 
of  the  founded:  wifdom. 

The  44  Man  of  the  Moon,  or 
Travels  into  the  Lunar  Regions, 
by  the  Man  of  the  People,”  is  an 
eccentric  competition.  Mr.  Char¬ 
les  Fox  is  the  hero  of  the  piece. 
The  fatire  is  not,  however,  confin¬ 
ed  to  that  gentleman  alone,  but 
takes  in  a  variety  of  perfons  and 
objects.  If  the  author,  who  is 
a  man  of  a  vigorous  fancy  and  a 
ftrong  mind,  bad  written  with  lefs 
rapidity,  he  vrould  probably  have 
fubjedted  his  imagination  to  a  great, 
er  degree  of  controul. 

With  regard  to  the  Romances  of 
the  year,  the  mod  confiderable,  or, 
at  leaft,  the  moll  confiderable  that 
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we  have  feen,  are  AlgarottPs  “Mo¬ 
dern  Art  of  Love Mifs  Lee*s 
44  Recefs  ;”  The  44  Woman  of 
Letters;”  and  the  44  Memoirs  of 
the  Manftein  Family,” 

Tl^re  is  one  performance,  which, 
though  of  a  fidlitious  nature,  mull 
not  be  ranked  with  common  novels, 
and  which  is  entitled  to  peculiar  dif- 
tindtion.  We  mean  the  44  Hiftory 
of  Sand  ford  and  Merton,”  a  book 
intended  for  the  ufe  of  children, 
but  which  will  be  read  with  pleafure 
by  perfons  of  mature  life,  and  of 
the  moft  enlarged  underftandings. 
The  prefent  volume  is  only  thebe- 
ginning  of  a  work,  in  which,  under 
the  narrative  of  the  method  purfued 
in  forming  the  minds  and  manners 
of  two  boys,  a  courfe  of  education  is 
defigned  to  be  exhibited.  So  far 
as  the  hiftory  is  already  carried  on 
it  is  admirably  executed,  and  it  pro- 
mi  fes  hereafter  a  rich  fund  of inftruc- 
tion  and  entertainment.  When  fi- 
nifhed,  it  will  difplay  what  Mr. 
Brooke,  had  in  view  in  his  Fool  of 
Quality,  but  with  infinitely  fuperi- 
or  judgment  :  for  the  writer  of 
Sandford  and  Merton  joins  to  his  o- 
ther  good  qualities  the  moft  rational 
and  liberal  fentiments  witlj  refpedf 
to  religion  an,d  morality* 
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IN  writing  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Dome  hie  Literature  of  the  Year, 
It  has  been  our  aim  to  afford  fuch 
an  extenfive  view  of  it,  as  not  de¬ 
igned  ly  to  leave  any  very  important 
publication  unnoticed.  This  is  a- 
greeable  to  the  nature  of  the  pre¬ 
fers  work,  which  has  our  own 
country  for  its  immediate  objedt  ; 
and  which,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
as  full  as  poihble  in  whatever  relates 
to  Great  Britain.  But  with  regard 
co  foreign  matters,  and  efpecially 
with  refpeft  to  foreign  literature, 
our  plan  obliges  us  to  be  more  con- 
cife,  fince  otherwife  we  fliould  be 
carried  beyond  all  reafonable  bounds. 
Be  ikies,  there  are  many  books,  the 
knowledge  of  which  mu  ft  neceffarily 
he  confined  to  the  refpebtive  na¬ 
tions  wherein  they  are  produced; 
fuch,  for  inftance,  as  are  written  in 
the  Ruffian,  Swedifb,  Danifh,  Ger¬ 
man,  and  Dutch  tongues.'  Even 
with  relation  to  works  that  are  com- 
pofed  in  languages  better  known,  it 
is  not  always  eafy  to  obtain  a  fpeedy 
acquaintance  with  them  ;  it  being 
frequently  a  coniiderable  time  be¬ 
fore  either  the  works  themfelves,  or 
t be  literary  journals  in  which  they 
are  announced  or  criticifed,  make 
their  way  into  England.  Eiowever, 
with  fuch  affiftances  as  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  receiving,  we 
fhall  give  a  fliort  reprefen tation  of 
the  ftate  of  literature  abroad  for  th-c 


paft  year,  and  mention  fome  of  th* 
capital  productions  with  which  the 
public  has  been  favoured.  Imper^ 
left  as  our  account  may  be,  it  will 
probably  be  acceptable  to  thofe 
readers  who  have  not  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  fuperior  information  ; 
and  if  any  little  traces  of  improve¬ 
ment  fhould  be  dilcernible  in  the 
prefent  article,  we  have  the  pleafure 
of  adding,  that  there  is  a  profpedt 
before  us  of  ftill  farther  improve¬ 
ment,  in  the  future  profecution  of 
our  undertaking. 

To  give  this  part  of  our  work 
fome  degree  of  variety,  and  a  cer- 
tain  kind  of  order,  we  ihall  proceed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  different  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe  ;  in  doing  which  we 
Dial  1  begin  with  Ruffia.  The  ft  ate 
of  learning  in  this  empire,  though 
improving,  muft  neceffarily,  from 
a  variety  of  caufes,  be  comparative¬ 
ly  flow  in  its  progrefs.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
reigning  emprefs,  and  by  the  united 
efforts  of  the  univerftty  of  Mofcow, 
and  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences  at  Peterfourg,  advances  are 
making  in  knowledge,  and  will,  we 
doubt  nor,  continue  to  be  made..  It 
is  remarkable  that  a  lady,  the. 
princefs  Dafchow,  fliould  be  placed 
by  the  emprefs  at  the  head  of  the 
academy.  One  good  effedl  of  this 
extraordinary  appointment  has  been, 
that  fome  quarrels  which  fubfifted 
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among  the  members,  and  retarded 
their  phiiofophical  ftudies  and  pur- 
fuits,  have  been  fettled,  and  a  hap¬ 
py  accommodation  produced.  The 
reconciliation  hath  added  frefh  vi¬ 
gour  to  the  labours  of  the  academi¬ 
cians,  and  hath  been  followed  by 
the  publication  of  a  volume  of  their 
Tranfadlions  for  1779,  pr'mted  in 
1  782,  but  not  brought  into  England 
t'll  the  year  after.  From  the  memoirs 
it  is  evident,  that  fcience  ftridfly  fo 
called,  is  vthe  object  of  the  academy, 
without  any  mixture  of  belles  lettres 
and  philology,  which,  in  feveral  in- 
ffitutions,  are  admitted  into  a  con¬ 
nection  with  mathematics  and  na¬ 
tural  philofophy.  The  contributors 
to  the  prefent  volume,  are  count 
Juan  Gregoriwitzs  de  Czernilchef, 
M.  Georgi,  M.  Euler,  M.  Lexell, 
the  marquis  De  Condorcet,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Paris,  M.  Inohodfof,  M.  Kraitzen- 
ffein,  M.  Lorgna,  M.  Wolff,  M. 
Zouiew,  M.  Ofenetfkowiky,  M. 
Pallas,  M.  Guldenfhaetj  and  M. 
Fuff.  When  we  look  back  on  the 
many  important  fcientific  papers  in 
this  collection  which  came  from  the 
hand  of  Mr.  Euler,  we  cannot  hut 
be  fenhble  how  much  the  Imperial 
Academy  at  Peterfnurg  in  particular, 
as  well  as  the  learned  World  in  ge¬ 
neral,  muff  have  had  reafon  to  la¬ 
ment  his  lofs. 

The  44  Rates  of  Duties  of  all  the 
Harbours  and Cuffoms-houfes  in  the 
Ruffian  empire,  excepting  thofe  of 
Aftracan,  Orenburg,  and  Siberia,” 
compiled  by  the  imperial  board  of 
trade,  and  confirmed  by  her  impe¬ 
rial  majeilv,  if  not:  a  very  intercft- 
ing  publication  In  a  literary  view, 
muff  be  of  great  importance  to  the 
merchant,  and  not  a  little  ufeful  to 
the  politician.  The  new  rules  and 
regulations  introduced  with  regard 
to  trade  and  commerce,  will  demand 
tht  attention  of  ftatefmen  in  every 
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country  which  in  this  refpedf  is  con- 
nedted  with  Ruffia. 

44  The  prefent  State  of  Ruffia’1 
is  a  book  which  has  been  printed 
both  at  Peterfburg  and  Leipfic,  and 
has  appeared  in  the  German  and 
French  languages.  It  is  laid  to 
have  been  originally  written  in  the 
Dutch  tongue,  by  Dr.  Van  Wow- 
2 el,  and  is  reprefented  as  containing 
many  new  obfervations,  expreffed 
with  a  becoming  impartiality  and 
freedom.  We  cannot  avoid  taking 
notice,  on  this  occaiion,  how  much, 
the  Ruffian  empire  has  of  late  years 
been  the  objedt  of  attention  among 
men  of  learning.  This  hath  been 
m an i felled  in  feveral  productions, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  I11  our 
own  country,  our  readers  will  na¬ 
turally  recoiled!  Mr.  Coxe’s  Ruffian 
Difcoveries  ;  and  in  the  different 
volumes  of  the  New  Annual  Re- 
gifter,  we  have  mentioned  Mr. 
Tooke’s  work,  entitled  44  Ruffia.” 
Under  the  Foreign  Literature  of  the 
l'affi  year,  we  gave  a  proper  tellimony 
of  refpedf  to  M.LTvefque’sHiftoiy 
of  Ruffia,  and  to  the  valuable  la¬ 
bours  of  Meffieurs  Gmelin,  Pallas, 
Gulderftedt,  and  their  affociates. 
Two  farther  performances  relative 
to  the  fame  empire,  have  appeared 
in  1783.  They  were  publifhed,  in¬ 
deed,  in  France  ;  but,  in  order  to 
finifh  the  fubjeff  at  once,  we  lliall 
touch  upon  them  in  this  place.  The 
fir  11  we  have  in  view  is  M.  Le 
Gere’s  44  Natural,  Moral,  Civil, 
and  Political  Hiftory  of  Ancient  and 
Modern  Ruffia.”  This  promifes  to 
be  a  much  more  extenfive  and  im¬ 
portant  work  than  that  of  M. 
L’Evefque,  though  his  was  a  very 
interefting  and  inftrudtive  publica¬ 
tion  M.  Le  Clerc,  in  the  two 
quarto  volumes  already  printed, 
hath  not  gone  a  great  way  in  the 
•  execution  of  his  defign.  The  firll 
volume  is  entirely  devoted  to  the 
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ancient  frate  of  Ruffia.  The  fecond 
profefles  to  begin  its  modern  hi- 
ilory,  blit  can  fc  a  reefy  be  faid  to  do 
fo  in  ftriCt  propriety  of  expreffion, 
being  wholly  employed  in  prelimi¬ 
nary  difcuffions,  which  are  full  of 
information  and  entertainment.  The 
language,  literature,  arts,  govern¬ 
ment,  police,  climate,  difeafes,  fi¬ 
nances,  nobility,  and  different  ranks 
of  the  Ruffians,  all  pafs  in  review 
before  M.  Le  Clerc.  He  afcertains 
the  extent  of  the  territories  of  Ruf¬ 
fin,  marks  the  limits  of  the  empire, 
enumerates  its  various  provinces, 
and  makes  fome  general  reflections 
<m  the  commerce,  population,  and 
marine  of  that  country.  In  deli¬ 
neating  its  literary  hiftory,  our  in¬ 
genious  author  has  introduced  the 
Weflern  part  of  Europe  to  the 
knowledge  of  a  furprifing  genius, 
who  arofe  on  the  dreary  courfe  of 
the  White  Sea,  early  in  the  prefent 
century.  The  poetic  vein  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  vvhofe  name  was 
Lomonofof,  was  accompanied  with 
fuch  an  acquaintance  with  grammar, 
rhetoric,  hi  ilory,  natural  philofo- 
j>hy,  and  chemiflry,  as  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  aftoniffi  his  uncivilized 
countrymen,  and  to  excite  the  won¬ 
der  of  more  improved  nations.  As 
a,  poet,  Homer,  Pindar,  and  Ho¬ 
race  were  his  guides.  His  odes  are 
faid  to  have  taught  the  Ruffians  the 
true  rules  of  harmony,  and  his  po¬ 
em  on  Peter  the  Great,  the  firft 
canto  of  which  M.  Le  Clerc  has 
tranflated,  is  reprefented  as  remark¬ 
able  for  energy  of  expreffion  and 
variety  of  cadence.  The  other 
performance  relative  to  Ruffia  was 
tin  eflay  on  the  commerce  of  that 
country,  with  a  hiftory  of  its  dif- 
coveries,  of  which  it  may  be  fuf- 
ffeient  to  fav,  that  it  contains  a  va¬ 
riety  of  information  The  book  is 
Written  to  ferve  the  purpofes 


France,  and  is  hoftile  to  the 
refts  of  England. 

Of  the  works  that  have  actually 
been  publifhtd  in  Ruffia,  the  moil 
likely  to  be  fought  for  by  men  of 
letters  in  general  is  theEloge  of  the 
late  M .  Leonard  Euler.  The  au¬ 
thor  of  it  is  M.  Nicolas  Fufs,  pro- 
feffior  of  mathematics,  member  of 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Peterfburgh,  and  one  of  M.  Eu- 
ler’s  favourite  difciples.  M.  Euler 
is  well  known  to  have  ranked  among 
the  firft  mathematicians  of  the  age, 
and  to  have  been  very  eminent  for 
bis  philofophical  fcience  and  ffiifco- 
veries.  Plis  private  character  was 
as  amiable  as  his  fcientiftc  character 
was  great.  M.  Fufs  hath  paid  an 
excellent  tribute  of  applaufe  and  re¬ 
gard  to  him  in  both  thefe  relpeCts  ; 
and  he  hath  added  a  catalogue  of  M. 
Euler’s  writings,  printed  asd  ma- 
nufeript.  The  catalogue  takes  up 
fifty  pages.  M.  Euler  was  a  liberal 
contributor  to  feveral  of  the  rooft 
eminent  literary  focieties  in  Europe. 

In  Sweden,  a  work  has  appeared, 
admirably  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
that  country,  and  which  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  be  particularly  ufeful.  We 
mean  the  “  Eft’ay  on  the  Hiftory  of 
Iron,”  by  Sueno  Rinman,  afteiTor 
in  the  royal  college  of  mines,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  forges,  and  knight  of 
the  order  of  Yafa.  Many  writers 
have  gone  before  the  author  on  this 
fnbjeCt,  but  none  have  confidered  it 
in  fo  full  and  complete  a  manner. 
The  performance  confifts  of  ten 
treatifes,  in  which  nothing  relative 
to  iron  feems  to  be  omitted.  A  work 
of  this  kind  muft  be  of  eminent  im¬ 
portance,  and  ought  to  be  tranflated 
into  the  language  of  every  country 
which  is  productive  of  iron,  or 
where  iron  manufactures  are  carried 
on. 
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The  third  volume  of  Bergman’s 
Opufcula  co  nil  ids  of  nine  diilerta- 
tions  on  chemical  fubjecfts.  On  the 
merit  of  them  We  need  not  enlarge, 
af  the  author  is  known  to  be  one  of 
the  fir  ft  philofophers  of  the  age,  in 
this  part  of  natural  feience.  The 
fame  gentleman  has  aifo  published  a 
chemical  DifTertation  on  the  Earth 
of  Afbeftus. 

Thefecond  volume  of  the  a  New 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  g!' 
Sciences  in  Sweden,”  is  divided  into 
four  parts,  relative  to  the  lour  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  year.  The  memoirs 
chiefly  relate  to  f objects  of  die- 
miftry  and  natural  hiftory.  In  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Peterfburgh,  vve  obferved  that 
mathematics  and  aftronomy  were  the 
prime  objedtsof  conftderation.  There 
is  a  fpirit  in  literary  focieties  conge¬ 
nial  to  the  difpofttibn  and  ftudies  of 
thole  who  had  a  principal  concern 
In  their  original  formation  and  ma¬ 
nagement.  Euler  took  the  lead  in 
Ruffia,  and  Linnaeus  in  Sweden. 
The  contributors  to  the  prefect  vo¬ 
lume  are,  Rinman,  Odheiius,  Bier- 
kander,  Muller,  Thunberg,  Haart- 
man,  Wilcke,  Scheele,  Bergman, 
Tengmalm,  Biornlund,  Acrel, 
Bladh,  Odmann,  Nicander,  Kieim, 
Gerhardfon,  Faxe,Acharius,Fifcher- 
ftrom,  Murray,  Blom,  and  Soder* 
berg. 

Now  we  are  fpeaking  of  Sweden, 
we  cannot  help  mentioning,  with 
regret,  that  the  Linnrean  family,  in 
the  male  branch,  is  already  become 
extindt,  by  the  dtccafe  of  the  young 
Linnaeus.  Some  perfons  had  form¬ 
ed  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  this 
gentleman,  as  if  he  were  never  like¬ 
ly  to  arrive  to  any  degree  of 
eminence.  It  is  certain  that  he 
was  not  equal  to  his  great  father, 
nor  is  it  probable  that  he  would 
have  attained  the  fame  accuracy 
artd  extent  of  knowledge^  or  have 


anfen  to  the  fame  height  of  reputa¬ 
tion.  But  a  heavy  look,  which  h« 
unhappily  poflefied,  oceafioned  him 
to  be  thought  more  meanly  of  than, 
in  faff  he  deferved.  We,  who 
knew  him,  have  good  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  had  confiderable  merit;, 
and  that,  from  his  large  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  natural  hiftory  and  bo-  ■ 
tany,  he  would  have  filled  up  his 
ftation  with  diftinguiflied  honour. 

With  regard  to  Denmark,  we 
Dial i  beg  leave,  from  a  deficiency  of 
materials,  to  look  back  beyond  the 
year  1783,  and  to  mention  the  new 
collection,  of  the,.  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences  in  that 
country  ;  M.  Sandvig’s  papers  re¬ 
lative'  to  the  hiftory  of  the  fame 
kingdom  *;  and  M,  Otho  Fabrics  us  Js 
Zoology  of  Greenland.  The  fir§ 
publication  confifts  of  twenty -fevea 
memoirs,  which  { hew  that  the  Danilh 
academicians  extend  their  enquiries 
to  a  great  variety  of  fubje&s.  M, 
Sandvig’s  colledion  of  papers  con¬ 
tains  fragments,  relations,  and  ex- 
tradls,  hitherto  unpublifhed,  relative 
to  geography,  antiquities,  and  the 
hiftory  of  Denmark,  during  ,  the 
three  laft  centuries.  The  author 
intends  a  feparate  volume  con¬ 
cerning  Norway.  M.  FabricIuPa 
Zoology,  in  which  are  many  cir- 
cum fiances  that  have  hitherto  e- 
Raped  the  notice  of  naturalifts,  h 
the  forerunner  of  a  complete  hiftorv 
of  Greenland. 

The  only  work  of  1783,  in  Den¬ 
mark,  that  has  come  to  our  know¬ 
ledge,  is  Brunnichius’s  Literature 
DanicaScientiarum  Naturalium,  la 
this  work  we  are  prefen  ted,  firft, 
with  an  actount,  in  French,  of  tb« 
progrefs  of  natural  hiftory  in  Den¬ 
mark  and  Norway ;  and  fecondlv, 
with  a  Bibliotheque,  in  Latin,  "of 
the  writers  in  thefe  countries  who 
have  treated  on  the  natural  feiences. 
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M.  Brunnichius’s  book  is  the  firft 
volume  of  a  periodical  publication, 
which  he  intends  to  continue,  and 
which,  as  it  proceeds,  will  pro¬ 
bably  demand  our  future  conlide- 
ration. 

The  United  Provinces  will  pre- 
fent  us  with  a  greater  number  of  li¬ 
terary  productions.  The  Tranf- 
aCtions  of  the  Batavian  Society  at 
Rotterdam  are  principally  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  labours  of  Dr.  Van 
Marum,  a  very  ingenious  and  learn¬ 
ed  phyfician  at  Haarlem,  and  Dr. 
Ingenhoufz,  whole  perfon,  charac¬ 
ter,  and  philofcphical  experiments 
are  well  known  in  England.  Dr. 
Van  Mar  urn’s  dUfertation  obtained 
the  gold  medal,  as  the  belt  dilcourle 
on  a  queition  propofed  by  the  fo- 
ciety  ;  which  was,  to  drew  by  proofs, 
that  meteors  depend  upon  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  natural  electricity.  In 
the  folution  of  the  queftion,  the  au¬ 
thor  has  had  recourfe  to  what  Bec- 
caria,  Meffier,  Canton,  Franklin, 
Hamilton,  and  Wilcke  have  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  fubjeCt.  The  Au¬ 
rora  borealis  is  explained  on  the 
principles  of  eleCtricity.  A  dilfer- 
tation  by  Dr.  Ingenhoufz,  in  this 
volume,  is  on  dephlogifticated  air, 
and  the  manner  of  obtaining  it,  and 
rendering  it  ufeful  in  refpiration. 
Thofe  who  have  read  the  doctor’s 
former  experiments  on  funilar  fub- 
jeCts  need  not  be  told  that  few  men 
are  more  diligent  in  philofophical 
purfuits,  or  more  perfpicuous  and 
accurate  with  regard  td  the  method 
in  which  they  are  related. 

A  fecond  volume  of  M.  Lnva- 
terls  “  EfTay  on  Phyfiagnomy,”  de¬ 
signed  to  promote  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  mankind,  hath  appear¬ 
ed  at  the  Hague.  As  we  mention¬ 
ed  this  gentleman  under  the  foreign 
literature  of  the  laft  year,  there  is 
the  leis  occafion  to  fay  much  con- 
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cerning  him  at  prefent.  Every  G^e 
who  has  looked  into  his  curious  and 
entertaining  work  mull  be  if  ruck 
with  the  ingenuity  of  the  author, 
and  ffill  more  with  the  enthuliafm 
that  has  poffeffed  him  with  refpecl: 
to  the  art  of  reading  faces.  Per¬ 
haps  it  will  not  be  deemed  furprif- 
ing  that,  on  fuch  a  fubjeCt,  and 
which  has  been  fo  eagerly  purfued, 
M.  Lavater’s  fancy  fhould  frequent¬ 
ly  outrun  his  judgment.  We  have 
feen  few  books  in  which  there  is  a 
greater  degree  of  inequality.  Some¬ 
times  the  writer  is  admirably  in- 
flruCtive,  beautiful,  and  eloquent  ; 
and  at  other  times  he  is  not  a  little 
obfeure,  nay  if  we  were  to  fay  ab~ 
furd,  we  fhould  not  be  very  diffcmt 
from  the  truth.  Productions  of  this 
extraordinary  kind,  though  they 
may  excite  a  high  degree  of  admi¬ 
ration,  will  foon  be  forgotten.  They 
are  the  meteors  of  the  day,  which 
(bine  with  uncommon  fpleiidour  as 
they  pafs  along,  but  are  quickly 
dilperfed.  Thofe  writings  alone 
which  are  built  on  the  uniform  fub- 
flratum  of  good  fenfe  and  found 
judgment,  are  the  writings  that 
will  fubiift  to  the  lateffc  poflerity. 

The  prizes  given  by  Mr.  Teyler, 
the  inflitutor  of  the  Theological  So¬ 
ciety  at  Haarlem,  have  been  pro¬ 
ductive'  of  fome  publications  un¬ 
commonly  valuable.  We  read  with 
particular  pleafure  the  differtations 
on  providence,  in  the  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  ;  and  the  third  volume  will 
equally  gratify  the  lovers  of  meta- 
phyfical  enquiry.  The  queftion. 
propofed  was,  “  What  is  it  that 
constitutes  the  moral  liberty  of 
man  ?  And  this  being  determined, 
What  are  the  proofs  which  fhew, 
with  the  moft  fubllantial  evidence, 
that  man  is  a  free  agent.”  Of  a 
great  number  of  difeourfes,  in  an- 
fwer  to  this  queflion,  which  were 
fent  to  the  Society,  four  were 
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judged  to  be  peculiarly  worthy  of 
publication.  The  firth,  by  profef- 
for  Pap  De  Fagaras,  of  Tranlil- 
vania,  and  the  lecon-d,  by  our  in¬ 
genious  and  learned  friend,  do<ftor 
Maclaine  of  the  Hague,  obtained 
the  firft  and  fecond  prizes.  The 
third  differtation  is  by  an  anony¬ 
mous  writer,  and  the  fourth  by  Mr. 
Vanden  Botch,  of  Rotterdam.  On 
the  beaten  fubjebt  of  liberty  and  ne- 
ceffity,  it  will  naturally  be  thought 
that  nothing  new  could  poifibly  be 
offered :  and  yet,  though  we  are 
no  ft  rangers  to  the  point  in  debate, 
or  to  the  various  authors  who  have 
written  concerning  it,  federal  con- 
^derations  are  here  luggeOed  which 
we  had  not  attended  to  before.  The 
moral  liberty  of  man  is  admirably 
defended ;  and  we  would  recom¬ 
mend  thefe  differ tations  to  the  pe- 
mfal  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
lately  difcufted  the  matter  in  Eng¬ 
land.  We  do  not  mean  to  fay  that 
all  our  difficulties  are  removed. 
That  will  never  be  the  cafe,  on 
a  queftion  the  full  determination  of 
which,  fo  as  to  fatisfy  every  doubt 
of  the  mind,  is  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  ability. 

44  A  Differtation,  in  which  is 
demonftrated,  that  nothing  is  in¬ 
culcated  in.  the  Gofpel  Syftem  of 
Morality,  that  impedes  either  pri¬ 
vate  citizens  in  the  purfuit  of  their 
temporal  interefis,  or  rulers,  in  go¬ 
verning  the  ftate  according  to  the 
maxims  of  found  policy, was  alio 
the  refult  of  a  prize.  The  author 
of  it  is  debtor  Henry  Conftantine 
Cras,  profdlor  of  laws  in  the  col¬ 
lege  of  A  rafter  dam  5  and  the  reward 
he  obtained  was  from  the  fund  left 
by  the  will  of  Mr.  Stolp,  a  citizen 
of  I.eyden,  for  prize  diftertations 
on  fuhjefts  relative  to  natural  reli¬ 
gion  and  moral  philofophy.  Dr. 
Cras  has  treated  on  the  queftion 
propofed  with  great  perfpicuity  and 
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judgment,  and  with  a  commendable 
liberality  of  fentiment.  Three  other 
diftertations,  which  contended  for 
the  prize,  are  fubjoined  to  the  pre- 
fent  treatife.  One  of  them  is  by 
profeflor  Pap  de  Fagaras,  who  hath 
appeared  with  fo  much  luftre  in  the 
Memoirs  of  Teyler’s  Theological 
Society. 

Dr.  Sandifort,  medical  and  ana¬ 
tomical  profeftbr  at  Leyden,  in  his 
44  Exercitationes  Academics, ”  hath 
continued  his  anatomico-patholo¬ 
gical  obfervations,  four  books  of 
which  he  had  before  publifhetl 
The  author  propofes  particularly  m 
confider  the  dilorders  of  the  bones  | 
a  fubject  which,  we  are  informed, 
has  not  hitherto  been  treated  in  a 
manner  proportioned  to  its  import¬ 
ance. 

Another  medical  publication  ia 
Holland,  is  46  Jam  Peterfen  Michell, 
Medicinae  DoCloris,  dc  Svnconci ro- 
tomia  Pubis,  Go  m  men, tar  i  us.”  Ira 
this  treatife  the  author  ardently 
joins  in  condemning  the  operation, 
which  Dr.  Ofbarn  has  fo  earraeftly 
and  fuccefs fully  oppofed,  in  his  va¬ 
luable  work  on  Laborious  Parturi¬ 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  Canarian 
operation,  Dr.  Michel  1  has  a  far 
more  favourable  opinion  of  it  than, 
is  generally  entertained,  and  con¬ 
tends  that  it  might,  in  various  cafes, 
be  made  ufe  of  with  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Meerman’s  Hiftory  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Count  of  Holland  is  upon  a 
fa bje 6t  that  doth  not  prornife  to  at¬ 
tract  the  notice  of  the  generality  of 
readers.  This  William  count  of 
Holland  lived  in  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  and  having  feized  upon  Alx 
la  Chape  lie,  and  procured  him  felt 
to  be  eleefed  king  of  the  Romans, 
was  a  fliort  time  at  the  head  of  the 
German  empire.  His  reign,  if  it 
may  be  called  fuch,  for  he  is  not 
ufually  ranked  with  the  emnerors 
of  Germany,  was  not  productive  of 
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any  extraordinary  events.  Mr. 
Meerman,  however,  has  contrived 
to  give  all  pofdble  con feq uenee  to 
his  narrative,  by  introducing  every 
thing  that  can  any  way  be  regarded 
as  connected  with  his  fubjedf.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  takes  in  a  number  of 
tranfadtions  and  points  of  view 
which  afe  inftfudtive  and  curious ; 
and  propofes  to  give  a  circuradan- 
tial  hidory  of  manners,  fciences, 
jurifprudence,  religion,  commerce, 
and,  indeed,  of  every  event  that 
occurred,  both  in  Germany  and 
Holland,  during  the  government  of 
William.  By  thefe means  the  work 
will  be  extended  to  three  octavo  vo¬ 
lumes,  the  drft  of  which  only  is 
now  publifhed.  After  all,  this  per¬ 
formance  will  probably  excite  more 
attention  in  the  United  Provinces 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Europe. 

Bruffels  hath  prefented  us,  in 
1783,  with  the  fourth  volume  of 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Imperial  and 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Belles  Lettres  in  that  city.  The 
Abbe  Needham,  chief  director  of 
the  academy,  feveral  of  whofe  me¬ 
moirs  are  in  the  prefent  volume,  is 
no  more.  He  has,  however,  an 
able  fucceflbr  in  the  abbe  Mann, 
who  is  a  laree  contributor  to  the 
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colledfion,  and  is  animated  with  an 
ardent  zeal  to  promote  the  purpofes 
of  the  inflitution.  The  work  is 
rendered  intereding  not  only  by  the 
philofophical  and  literary  papers 
now  publifhed,  but  by  an  article 
relative  to  the  life,  charadlcr,  and 
writings  of  Mr.  Needham.  This 
article  is  drawn  up  by  the  abbe 
Mann.  To  the  general  character  of 
the  abbe  Needham  few  of  our  learn¬ 
ed  readers  can  be  Grangers.  He 
was  a  very  ingenious  and  a  very 
worthy  man  ;  a  curious  enquirer 
into  nature,  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  bigot  in  religion.  Perhaps  no 


one  ever  exided  who  had  a  greater 
mixture  of  implicit  faith  and  philo¬ 
fophical  curiofity. 

To  Germany,  from  the  number 
and  variety  of  its  publications,  we 
cannot  hope  to  do  full  juVice.  How 
much  the  German  fcholars  excel  in 
oriental,  biblical,  and  critical  learn¬ 
ing  is  well  known  ;  and,  therefore, 
we  fhall  begin  with  mentioning 
fome  works  of  that  nature,  M. 
Michaelis  has  long  been  at  the  head 
of  his  countrymen  in  this  refpedh, 
and  his  name  is  celebrated  in  every 
nation  of  Europe.  This  gentle¬ 
man  carries  on  a  periodical  work, 
under  the  title  of  the  44  Oriental 
and  Exegetical  Library.5’  The  vo¬ 
lume  which  hath  lail  appeared  is 
the  twenty-fecond.  No  books  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  plan  are  omitted,  and 
every  thing  is  attended  to,  which 
can  throw  light  upon  oriental  li¬ 
terature.  The  vail  knowledge  of 
which  Michaelis  is  pod'efi'ed,  and 
his  highly  edablifbed  reputation,  en¬ 
able  him  to  a d'u me  a  firm  tone  in 
the  judgment  which  he  paffes  upon 
the  works  of  the  authors  who  come 
in  review  before  him.-— A  younger 
man,  who  is  riling  to  great  emi¬ 
nence  in  ea&ern  learning,  is 
Adler.  Of  this  he  hath  afforded 
difhngu ifhed  proof,  in  various  pub¬ 
lications  which  preceded  the  year 
1783.  His  hill  work  is  his  44  Li¬ 
terary  Journey  to  Rome,53  which 
will  be  very  ufeful  to  thofe  who 
are  devoted  to  the  learning  of  the 
End.  '  It  gives  full  accounts,  ac* 
companied  with  extradfs,  of  the  ori¬ 
ental  manufcripts  in  the  feveral  li¬ 
braries  of  Vienna,  Venice,  Padua, 
Mantua,  Parma,  Bologna,  Florence, 
Rome,  Milan,  Turin,  Paris,  Ley¬ 
den,  and  Amderdam.  Threefcore 
Coptic  manufcripts  have  lately  been 
obtained  from  Egypt  by  M.  Bor¬ 
gia,  Secretary  to  the  Congregation 
o  de 
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de  Propaganda  Fide.  Some  of  thefe 
contain  parts  of  the  Bible,  others 
relate  to  ecelefiaftical  hiflory,  and 
there  is  one  particularly  curious, 
being  an  account  of  the  perfecutions 
carried  on  by  the  Arians,  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  and  through  Egypt  in  ge¬ 
neral,  in  the  time  of  Athanafms. 
M.  Adler,  in  his  journey,  informs 
his  readers  of  the  ftate  of  fcience 
in  the  feveral  places  through  which 
he  palled.— Dr.  Bruns,  who  was 
fo  long  engaged  with  Dr.  Kenni- 
cott,  as  his  affiftant  in  the  collation 
or  the  Hebrew  manufcripts,  has 
publifhed  that  gentleman’s  iDifler- 
tatio  Generalise  with  additions  of 
bis  own.  The  additions  exhibit  a 
more  accurate  account  of  fome  ma¬ 
il  ufcripts  which  were  not  feen  by 
Dr.  Kennicott.  Now  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of  M.  Bruns,  we  muft  not  omit 
the  ^  Collections  for  the  Ufe  of 
Biblical  and  Oriental  Literature,” 
wherein  he  is  materially  concerned. 
The  prefect  number,  which  is  the 
r  twelfth,  co i. fills  of  eipht  articles,  to 
which  M.  Br  uns  is  a  principal  con¬ 
tributor,— A  Treatifeon  the  Spirit 
of  the  .Hebrew  Poetry  has  been 
written  by  M.  Hender,  and  is  laid 
to  be  entitled  to  much  commenda¬ 
tion.  It  is  reprefented  as  contain- 
ing  a  variety  of  curious  informa¬ 
tion,  not  only  with  reipedt  to  the 
language,  but  alfo  the  hiflory,  the 
•  ecclefialiical  and  civil  conflitutions, 
and  the  cuftoms  of  the  ancient 
'  Jews.— M. Schulze,  in  his  “  Scholia 
in  Vetus'  Te  if  amen  turn,”  propofes 
to  do  with  regard  to  the  Old  Tefta- 
3iment  what  M«  Roienmuller  has 
:  done  with  re  (peer  to  the  New.  The 
deiign  is  to  extra  ft  the  befl  philolo¬ 
gical  and  critical  remarks,  princi- 
I  pally  from  thole  German  books 
which  mull  be  in  a  great  meafure 
unknown  to  foreigners.  The  au- 
:  :hor  has  added  illuilrations  of  his 
[>wn,  and  hath  derived  advantage 
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from  the  affifbmce  of  feveral  learned 
friends.  What  is  already  publifhed 
includes  the  five  books  ofMofes.— 
M.  Koppe,  a  learned  divine  and 
critic,  who  19  carrying  on  a  very 
elaborate  edition  of  the  Greek  Tef- 
tament,  with  feledt  notes  and  new 
illuftrations,  has  lately  printed  a 
dillertation,  in  which  he  endeavours 
to  flievv  that  St.  Mark  was  not  an 
epitomizer  of  St,  Matthew,  and 
that  the  agreement  between  thefe 
two  evangelifts  may  be  accounted 
for  on  other  principles.- — To  the 
productions  in  critical  theology  we 
fhall  add  one  work  of  a  pradfical  na¬ 
ture,  and  that  is,  M.  Zerrener’s 
44  Sermons  for  the  Country  People* 
and  Sermons  on  the  Works  of  Na¬ 
ture,  and  on  Agriculture.”  It  is 
undoubtedly  right  in  the  clergy  to 
adapt  their  inftrudtions  to  the  pecu¬ 
liar  fituation  of  their  hearers  ;  and 
herein  M.  Zer  rener  has  let  a  laud¬ 
able  example  to  his  brethren.  The 
difeourfes  are  faid  to  be  well  com¬ 
peted.  Something  of  the  fame  kind 
was  done  in  the  laft  century  in  our 
own  country,  by  Mr.  Fiavel,  a  non- 
con  form  ift  divine,  in  a  work  called 
“  Hufbandry  Spiritualized.”  Mr. 
Fiavel,  according  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was 
quaint  and  fanciful  ;  but  vve  have 
no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  is  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  M.  Zerrener. 

lo  come  to  ciaiTical  literature, 
M.  Heyne,  who,  in  this  refpedt, 
has  diftinguilHed  himfelf  by  fo 
many  learned  writings,  and  who,  ill 
1782,  publifhed  an  edition  of  what 
remains  of  Apollodorus’s  Biblio¬ 
theca,'  hath  linoe  appeared  in  three 
volumes  of  notes  upon  this  author* 
together  with  a  differtation  and  com¬ 
mentary  upon  the  fubjedl  and  pur- 
pole  of  his  work.  The  fragments 
of  Apollodorus  are  added  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  publication.  M.  Heyne  hath 
difpl.iyed  his  ufual  erudition  in  thefe 
^  volumes^ 
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volumes,  and,  agreeably  to  tbe  na¬ 
ture.  of  his  delign,  hath  entered  very 
particularly  into  the  diicuffion  or 
pagan  mythology.  The  curioully 
learned  will  here  find  a  variety  of 
remarks  and  illudrations,  admirably 
calculated  to  gratify  their  tade. — 
M.  Tychfen  of  Hotftein,  who  is  a 
favourite  fcholar  of  Hey  neb,  and 
who  has  lately  been  nominated  by 
the  king  of  Denmark  to  accompany 
M.  Moldenhaner  in  his  vifits  to  the 
libraries  of  France  and  Spain,  has 
publilhed  44  Commentatio  de  Quinti 
Smyrnaei  Paralipomenis  Homeri.5’ 
This  work  is  preparatory  to  an  in¬ 
tended  edition  of  the  whole 
Quintus  Calaber ;  and  our  critic 
hath  (hewn,  by  his  notes  and  en¬ 
quiries,  how  well  qualified  he  is  for 
the  undertaking.  It  may  be  quef- 
tiohed,  however,  whether  Quintus 
Calaber,  notwithftanding  M.Tych- 
fcn’s  high  opinion  of  him,  be  a 
poet  who  will  excite  the  general  at¬ 
tention  of  literary  men.  We  are 
perfuaded  that  he  will  not  do  it  in 
this  country.  To  M.  Tychien’s 
publication  is  prefixed  a  dhTertation 
by  Mr.  Heyne,  (hewing  what  is  dill 
wanting  to  oe  done  lor  Homer,  and 
what  ought  to  be  aimed  at  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  edition.  The  delign  is  truly 
great,  and  what  every  genuine  fcho- 
lar  would  wifh  to  fee  accom  pi  idled: 
but  the  execution  of  it,  according 
to  the  plan  proposed,  is  plainly  be¬ 
yond  the  abilities  of  any  tingle  per- 
fon.- — M.  Brunck,  who  has  already 
afforded  proofs  of  hi.s  critical  abili¬ 
ties  in  his  elegant  publications  of 
fome  of  the  Greek  tragedies,  the 
Anale&a  Veter um  Poetarum,  and 
Apollonius  Rhodius,  hath  exhibit¬ 
ed  a  farther  tedimony  of  his  learn¬ 
ing  and  diligence,  in  an  edition,  in 
three  volumes,  of  Aridophanes’s 
comedies  and  fragments,  with  notes. 
Like  other  German  critics,  he  fpares 
no  pains  in  collecting  together  what¬ 


ever  may  tend  to  the  illudratioft  of 

his  author.  By  the  aifidance  of 

manuferipts,  the  obfervations  of  the 

learned,  and  his  own  reading,  he 

has  not  only  been  enabled  to  purge 

the  text  of  many  faife  readings,  but 

to  fupply  a  lew  of  its  chafms.  A- 

midd  M.  Bru nek’s  excellencies,  he 

is  not  without  his  defeats,  which 

will  be  difcerned  bv  men  of  critical 
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fagacity  and  refiebtion.  Indeed, 
there  are  fcareely  any  fubjeds  con¬ 
cerning  which  more  various  opinions 
are  likely  to  be  formed  than  on  the 
nice  and  verbal  difeudions  which  are 


tory  of  Animals,  has  come  from  the 
hands  of  M.  Schneider,  The  ori¬ 
ginal  text  is  exadly  taken  from 
Gronovius,  but  the  trandation  is 
fome  what  improved.  One  advan¬ 
tage  cf  the  prefent  impredion  is, 
that  the  author’s  additional  notes 
contain  the  improvements  which 
have  been  made  in  the  natural  hif* 
tory  of  animals,  fince  the  time  of 
the  former  editors. — M.  Wieland, 
who,  in  various  indances,  hath  dit- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  as  one  of  the  po- 
liteft  writers  in  the  German  tongue, 
has  publilhed  a  trandation  of  Ho¬ 
race’s  Enidles,  and  has  enriched  it 
with  hidorical  prefaces,  and  other 
weighty  remarks.  The  trandation 

o  y  f 

is  Paid  to  be  very  happily  executed. 
It  is  remarkable  that  M.  Wieland 
fhould  coincide  with  Mr.  Colman* 
in  refpedto  the  delign  of  the  Art  of 
Poetry.  He  thinks  that  it  was  Ho- 

4 

race’s  intention  to  deter  the  young 
Pifos  from  the  dangers  of  early  pub¬ 
lication,  and  diews  that  the  topics 
made  ufe  of  were  precifely  fuch  as 
were  calculated  to  anlwer  this  pur- 
pofe.  Though  M.  Wieland  has 
not  purfued  the  matter  fo  far  as  Mr. 
Colman  has  done,  this  concurrence 
of  two  ingenious  fcholars,  who  could 
2  have 


afforded  by  quedions  of  a  philologi- 
of  cal  nature.— -An  edition,  in  Greek 
and  Latin,  of  yBiian’s  Natural  Hif- 
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have  110  opportunity  of  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  each  other’s  opinion, 
deferves  to  be  remarked  ;  and  it  may 
be  regarded  as  an  additional  confir- 
mation  of  the  truth  of  the  interpre¬ 
tation  they  have  adopted. 

Other  critical  performances  in, 
Germany  might  be  mentioned  ;  but 
we  haften  to  take  a  fliort  view  of  the 
productions  of  that  country  in  the 
different  branches  of  natural  fcienc'e. 
If  we  begin  with  the  44  Memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Gottin¬ 
gen, I’  the  publication  of  which 
fume  what  preceded  the  year  1781, 
we  final  I  not  entirely  depart  from 
philology,  this  object  being  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  plan  of  the  inilitution. 
Philological  quedions,  therefore, 
conititute  a  part  of  the  papers  ;  be¬ 
ing  intermixed  with  communica¬ 
tions  relative  to  mathematics  and 
natural  philofophy.  Few  fetnina- 
ries  contain  men  of  more  profound 
erudition  than  the  univerfity  of 
Gottingen.  Their  Rudies,  there¬ 
fore,  may  be  expected  to  produce 
what  is  curious  and  valuable ;  and 
whoever  forms  Rich  an  expectation 
will  mot  be  difappointed.  The  vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  fociety  are  replete 
with  critical  and  philofophical  learn¬ 
ing,  and  relied  great  honour  on  its 
learned  and  judicious  members. 
With  regard  to  the  lad  volume, 
which  is  the  fourth,  the  memoirs 
are  ranged  under  the  heads  of phy- 
fics,  mathematics  and  mechanics, 
hi ftory  and  philology.  The  contri¬ 
butors  are  G  me  Jin,  Murray,  Beck¬ 
man,  Writberg,  Kaeftner,  Meifler, 
Heyne,  Wale  hi  us,  Norberg,  M  ei¬ 
ders,  and  Garterer.  'Fo  the  other 
papers  is  fubjorned  one  of  ancient 
date,  but  not  printed  before,  by  the 
late  profeffor  Gefner.— -The  Berlin 
Memoirs  are  as  extenlive  in  their 
view  as  thofe  of  Gottingen,  includ¬ 
ing,  befides  what  is  called  the.  hif- 
tory  of  the  academy,  experimental 


philofophy,  mathematics,  jfpecula- 
tive  philofophy,  and  belle  jettres. 
The  volume  for  17B-,  which  ap« 
peared  in  1783,  is  rich  in  curious 
and  entertaining  .  matter.  Not  to 
mention,  the  letters  of  correipond- 
ents,  the  contributors  are  Margraff, 
Achard,  Gleditfch,  Gerhard,  Be- 
guelin,  De  la  Grange,  Lhullier* 
Schulze,  John  and  James  Bernoul¬ 
li,  Merian,  Prevot,  Baron  de  Hertz- 
berg,  Thiebault,  and  Bitaube.  Of 
all  the  academicians,  the  mod  ar¬ 
dent  and  zealous  in  his  philofophi¬ 
cal  enquiries,  and  far  the  molt  fre¬ 
quent  in  his  communications,  is  M» 
Achard.  Befides  his  report  con¬ 
cerning  the  phyfico-chemical  opuf- 
cula  of  the  chevalier  Landrianj, 
there  are  no  lefs  than  feveti  of  his 
papers  in  the  prefect  volume.  The 
fame  gentleman  has  feparately  pub¬ 
lished  an  analyiis  of  precious  dories, 
which  is  fa  id  to  be  a  work  of  un¬ 
common  merit.  Such  an  analysis 
is  one  of  the ’bolded  undertakings 
of  a  chemical  kind  ever  known, 
and  is  attended  with  prodigious  dif¬ 
ficulties,  which,  however,  have  not 
been  able,  in  any  degree,  to  conquer 
M.  AcharcPs  ardour  and  perfeve- 
rance.  The  precious  -Rones  which 
he  has  attempted  to  analyfe,  and 
not  without  fuccefs,  are  the  ruby, 
the  fapphire,  the  emerald,  the  Hy¬ 
acinth,  the  garnet  of  Bohemia,  and 
the  chryfoprafus  of  Silefia.  He¬ 
ll  as  not,  as  yet,  exerted  his  fkill 
upon  the  diamond,  which,  perhaps, 
may  baffle  all  his  efforts,  fince  the 
famous  chemid  M.  Bergman  has 
failed  in  his  endeavours  to  decorn - 
pole  this  done.  M.  Achard,  how- 
ever,  does  not  defpair  of  meeting 
with  fuccefs  in  his  future  operations 
of  the  fame  kind.  In  the  courfe  of 
his  experiments,  he  has  had  the 
good  fortune  to  make  important'  dif- 
coveries,  not  immediately  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  principal  objed  of  his 
T  z  refearcbes. 
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refearche£. - Profeffor  Crell,  of 

Helmdadt,  who  has  for  fome  years 
been  known  by  his  Chemical  jour¬ 
nal,  giving  an  account  of  all  difco- 
veries  and  improvements  in  that 
fcience,  dill  continues  a  periodical 
work  of  the  fame  nature,  under  the 
title  of  u  Chemical  Annals.”  This 
gentleman  is  alfo  the  compiler  of 
another  publication,  entitled  the 
“  Chemical  Repofitory,”  the  de- 
figti  of  which  is  to  colledt  all  the 
tradts  in  chemidry  that  are  difperf- 
ed  in  the  memoirs  of  the  various 
philofophical  focieties  in  Europe. 
Such  a  defign,  on  account  of  its 
convenience  to  many  purchafers, 
caftnot  ealily  fail  of  fuccefs. — 
Macquer’s  Chemical  Didfionary  has 
been  tranflated  into  German  by  M. 
Leonhardi,  and  enlarged  with  vari¬ 
ous  obfervations  and  additions.  The 
improvements  are  laid  to  be  fuch  as 
to  render  the  transition  far  fupe- 
rior  to  the  original.  In  the  death 
of  Mr.  Macquer,  the  philofophical 
world  hath  fuifained  a  confiderable 
lofs. — M.  Zimmerman  hath  pub- 
liflied  a  “  Geographical  Hidory  of 
Mankind,  and  of  Quadrupeds  j” 
and  Dr.  Herman,  an  eminent  na- 
turalid,  hath  written  upon  the  fame 
fubjedl,  and  nearly  on  the  fame 
plan,  a  work  which  is  lpoken  of  in 
terms  of  high  edimation. — The 
Memoirs  of  Baron  de  Geers,  which 
are  of  great  reputation  among  books 
of  natural  hidory,  having  become 
very  fcarce  and  dear,  M.  Retfius 
has  made  the  mod  important  ex- 
tradls  from  them,  digeded  into  pro¬ 
per  order,  and  accompanied  with 
fuitable  improvements.  M.  Ret- 
fius’s  volume  will  be  ferviceable  to 
maturalids  in  two  views,  as  it  will 
fpare  them  the  expence  of  purchaf- 
ing  the  original,  and  prevent  them 
from  having  the  trouble  of  {pend¬ 
ing  much  time  in  turning  it  over. — 
A  treatife  on  mudirooms  has  been 


publidied  by  M.  de  Keeker,  bou* 
nid  to  the  eledtor  Palatine.  Till  of 
late  years,  mudirooms  had  always 
been  contidered  as  plants ;  but  fome 
obfervers,  of  great  eminence,  have 
fince  thought  that  they  difeovered 
in  them  the  artificial  produdbons  of 
animals,  or  feeds  which  changed 
into  animals.  M.  de  Necker  is  of 
opinion,  that  they  are  the  lad  link 
in  the  chain  of  organic  beings ; 
and  consequently  he  places  them 
between  the  vegetable  and  mine¬ 
ral  kingdoms. — M.  Hedwig’s  book 
on  modes  is  a  capital  production  in 
natural  hidory.  The  parts  of  fruc¬ 
tification  in  modes  had  been  fought 
for  in  vain  by  Micheli,  Dillenius* 
and  Linnaeus ;  and  Necker  did  not 
think  that  they  exided.  But  M* 
Bed  w  ig  has  had  the  happinefs  of 
feeing  both  the  dowers  and  fruits 
of  the  modes,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  propagated  by  feed. 
- — In  the  anatomical  line,  we  mud 
not  omit  M.  Waiter’s  plates  of  the 
nerves  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  ; 
a  fplendid  publication,  which  hath 
been  accompliihed  at  the  expence  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Belles  Lettres  in  Berlin. —-Under  the 
head  of  medicine,  our  information 
is,  at  prefent,  very  incomplete ; 
but  we  thall  endeavour  to  lupply 
the  defedl  another  year.  A  podhu- 
mous  work  of  the  celebrated  de 
Haen  has  been  publidied,  contain¬ 
ing  his  ledtures  upon  the  patholq- 
gical  inditutions  of  Boerhaave. 

An  excellent  hidory  of  Germany 
is  carrying  on  by  M.  Schmidt.  The 
fifth  volume,  which  comes  down  to 
the  year  1544,  is  the  lad  that  has 
appeared.  The  work  is  contidered 
not  ot*jy  as  doing  honour  to  the 
writer,  but  as  redeeming  glory  upon 
the  country  which  gave  it  birth. — 
Of  the  fird  volume  of  the  general 
and  particular  Hidory  of  Bohemia, 
by  the  Abbe  Andre,  a  French  gen- 
/  -  deman* 
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tleman,  we  cannot,  perhaps,  fpeak 
in  equal  terms  of  applaufe.  It  is 
mentioned,  however,  with  com¬ 
mendation,  and  appears  to  be  writ¬ 
ten  with  fpirit  In  the  prefent  work, 
the  Bohemian  tranfadHons  are  only- 
brought  down  to  the  year  89%  It 
is  a  great  fault  in  Monf.  Andre  that 
he  hath  not  fufficiently  authenti¬ 
cated  his  narrative  by  proper  re¬ 
ferences  to  the  fources  from  which 
he  has  derived  his  information.— 
Spangenberg’s  Remarks  on  the 
Prior  FEgidius  Sexretter’s  Writing 
again (l  the  Evangelical  Brethren, 
particularly  a  gain  ft  the  Brethren  of 
Hernhut,”  are  not  only  in  them- 
felves  worthy  of  notice,  butdeferve 
to  be  efpecially  mentioned  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  places  of  publication. 
Though  the  book  is  eminently  Pro- 
teftanc,  it  has  been  allowed  to  be 
printed  and  fold  at  Vienna  and 
Prague  ;  and  we  do  not  find  that 
any  thing  in  it  has  been  either  fup- 
pre fifed  or  modified.  This  is  one 
happv  Tedt  of  the  liberty  in  reli- 
gion  lately  gum  ted  ny  the  emperor. 
As  to  the  work  itfelf,  it  is  a  decent 
and,  modeft  vindication  of  the  Uni- 
tas  Fratum,  or  Moravian  Brethren, 
from  the  afperfions  which  have  been 
call  Upon  them.  The  author  writes 
from  a  full  convidlion  of  the  merits 
of  the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engag¬ 
ed.  The  candour  of  count  Zin- 
zendorff  is  recorded,  much  to  his 
honour.  Being  made  fenfible  of 
the  errors  into  which  he  had  fallen, 
he  determined  to  cancel  all  the  for¬ 
mer  editions  of  his  wsitings,  and 
had  a&ually  begun  a  revifion  of 
them,  when  death  prevented  the 
completion  of  his  defign.— -Pro  fef- 
for  Bufching’s  Magazine  of  Modern 
Hiftory  and  Geography  is  a  moil 
extenfive  ...undertaking.  Seventeen 
volumes  of  it,  in  quarto,  have  been 
publifhed  from  the  year  1777  to  the 
year  5783*  How  many  volumes 


are  yet  to  come,  we  are  not  able  to 
fay.  The  colledfion  w'hich  has  al¬ 
ready  appeared  coniifts  of  original* 
authentic,  and  important  papers, 
molt  of  them  in  German,  but  borne 
in  French*  relative  to  the  hiftory, 
political  oeconomy,  and  other  ob* 
jedfs,  of  Ruffia,  Denmark,  Norway, 
Sweden,  Poland,  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Italy,  and  Germany.  It 
is  the  misfortune  of  fuch  volumi¬ 
nous  works,  that  they  can  come 
but  into  few  hands.  They  have, 
neverthelefs,  a  conliderable  degree, 
of  utility  ;  and  are  very  proper  or¬ 
naments  of  great  and  public  libra¬ 
ries. — In  biography,  two  lives  have 
appeared  ;  thole  of  Leibnitz  and  of 
Reilke.  The  u  EBay  on  the  Life 
of  Baron  Leibnitz”’  is  written  by 
M.  Hillman,  and  is  fpoken  of  with 
approbation.  Though  accounts  of 
Leibnitz  have  been  formerly  pub¬ 
lifhed,  and  few  men  of  letters  can 
be  ftrangers  to  the  charadfer  of 
this  great  philofopher,  the  world 
will  probably  receive  any  frelh 
memorials  concerning  him  with 
pleafure  and  gratitude.  The  life 
of  Reilke  was  drawn  up  by  himfelf, 
and  contains  many  literary  anec* 
dotes.  As  the  work  takes  up  a* 
bove  eight  hundred  pages,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  learned  author  is 
more  minute  than  would  be  general¬ 
ly  acceptable. 

The  two  Diredfors  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Academy  at  Hamburg,  M« 
Bufch  and  M.  Edeling,  have  begun 
a  periodical  work,  entitled  the 
“  Merchant’s  Library,”  in  which  is 
to  be  eoiledted  all  political,  hiftori- 
cal,  and  geographical  information, 
relative  to  trade,  that  (hall  be  judg¬ 
ed  important.  A  publication  of 
this  kind,  if  condudted  with  ability, 
of  which,  from  the  charadtcrs  of  the 
editors,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
cannot  fail  of  being  tifeful.- — Pro- 
feflbr  Sprengel  has  a  defign  of  pub- 
T"  3  lllhing 
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lifhing  a  complete  Hiftory  of  the 
Negro  Slave  Trade,  froth  its  Rife 
to  the  prelent  Time;  previoufly  to 
which  he  bath  printed  a  Diflerta- 
tion  on  th^  Origin  of  this  Trade, 
as  an  introduction  to,  and  a  fpeci- 
roen  of  liis  larger  work,  He  ap¬ 
pears,  from  what  he  hath  already 
performed,  to  be  fully  equal  to  the 
defign,  fo  far,  at  lead,  as  hiilcrical 
knowledge  and  talents  are  concern¬ 
ed.  The  fubjeft  is  curious  and  im¬ 
portant,  and  the  right  management 
of  it  will  require  the  union  of  the 
true  philofopher  with  the  man  of  ar 
dent  and  tender  feelings. — -The  Let¬ 
ters  from  Italy,  by  tfie  Abbe  Jage- 
man,  appear  to  be  well  written,  and 
to  contain  a  variety  of  information 
with  refpeft  to  that  country.  A 
hook  of  this  kind  may  be  more  im¬ 
portant  in  Germany  than  it  would 
be  in  England,  where  the  (abject 
hath  been  lb  frequently  dilcuffed  by 
our  travellers,  that  it  feems  to  be 
nearly  exhauiled.- — Among  the  nu¬ 
merous  Treatifes  on  Education,  the 
higher  ranks  of  life  have  been  prin¬ 
cipally  regarded.  Eut  M.  Rid,  a 
worthy  clergyman,  hath  formed  a 
iji ore  humble  but,  perhaps,  a  more 
■qfeful  defign,  and  hath  publifhed 
“  Indruffions  for  the  Maders  of 
lower  Schools.”  Thefe  indructions 
are  faid  to  be  well  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  they 
are  intended.  We  fliall  mention 
here,  though  it  belongs  to  France, 
another  work  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  has  been  printed  at  Befan- 
ttjon  :  we  refer  to  M,  de  la  Mag- 
delaine’s  44  Patriotic  Views  on  the 
Education  of  the  People  of  the 
Lower  Ciaites,  both  in  Town  and 
Country.”  This  book  is  likewife 
reprefented  as  being  a  valuable  per¬ 
formance. 

At  Laufanne  hath  been  publi  di¬ 
ed,  a  Miueraloglcal  Journey,  made 
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in  1782,  from  B  ruffe  Is  to  that  place, 
through  a  part  ol  Luxemburg.,  Lor¬ 
raine,  Champagne,  and  Franche 
Compte  ;  of  which  we  can  only  an¬ 
nounce,  that  it  is  thought  to  be 
highly  deferving-  of  perufal,  by  the 
kind  of  readers  tor  whofe  indruc- 
tion  it  is  chiefly  defigned.  Miner¬ 
alogy  is  a  fubjeft  of  great  import¬ 
ance,  and  feems  lately  to  have  ex¬ 
cited  the  attention  which  it- ib  rich¬ 
ly  merits. 

At  Geneva,  the  <k  Phyiico-Che- 
mical  Memoirs  upon  the  Influence 
of  the  Light  of  the  Sun  in  modify¬ 
ing  the  three  Kingdoms  of  Nature, 
and  the  whole  Appearance  of  the 
Vegetable  Kingdom,”  by  M.  Sen- 
nelier,  one  of  the  minders  of 
that  city,  mud  be  pronounced,  from 
the  filer t  account  we  have  feen  of 
them,  to  be  a  very  extraordinary: 
performance.  This  work,  which 
is  comprifed  in  three  volumes,  oc¬ 
tavo,  confids  of  eighteen  feparate 
CiTays ;  and  fome  of  them  prefent 
faffs  fo  curious,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  of  their  attracting  the  notice 
of  experimental  philoibphers  in 
every  part  of  Europe.  —  M.  De. 
Suuffure,  another  gentleman  of  Ge¬ 
neva,  hath,  likewife,  eminently  difk 
tinguiOred  hirnfelf  in  the  philofo- 
phical  world.  His  Eflays  on  Hy- 
grometry  exhibit  a  vad  variety  "of 
intereding  experiments.  In  one  of 
his  Differtations,  M.  Saufflire  pro- 
pofes  a  theory  of  hygrometry  which 
he  conceives  to  be  entirely  new. 
However,  he  hirnfelf  regards  it  on¬ 
ly  as  a  (ketch,  which  will  require  a 
great  deal  to  be  done,  before  it  can 
be  brought  to  perfection. 

In  Italy  it  gives  us  pleafure  to 
find  that  ancientand  clafdcal  learning 
is  not  wholly  negleffed  ;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  it  would  be  drange  if  it  were 
fo,  in  a  country  which  was  former¬ 
ly  the  feene  of  one  grand  fet  of 

thole 
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tliofc  fubfime  and  beautiful  writers 
whom  we  regard  with  fuch  juft  ad¬ 
miration  and  affedion,  and  to  whom 
we  look  up  as  the  models  of  tafte 
and  comporition.  The  Italians,  we 
doubt  not,  have  difpiayed,  in  the 
courfe  ot  the  year,  their  reverence 
for  antiquity  in  more  inftances  than 
have  come  to  our  knowledge.  An 
Introduction  to  Coptic  Literature 
has  been  publifhed  at  Parma; 
and  we  are  glad  to  perceive  that 
ftudies  of  this  kind  are  cultivated  m 
Italy.  With  regard  to  our  own 
country,  we  want  no  foreign  aids  in 
the  acquiiition  of  the  language  of 
ancient  Egypt,  whiift  w d  have  fo 
able  a  director  at  home  as  Mr. 
Woide. — •' T  he  Idyllia  of  Moichus, 
Bion,  and  Theocritus,  have  been 
translated  into  Latin  verfe  by  count 
Zamagna,  and  into  Italian  by  the 
Abbate  Buchcti,  Thefe  verfions 
are  not  merely  recommended  by  their 
own  proper  merit,  but  by  the  copi¬ 
ous  annotations  which  have  been 
added  by  the  Italian  tranflator. — < 
Antonios  Villa’s  Dialogue  con- 
cerning  the  Reading  of  the  Greek 
Writers-,  affords  a  ft  liking  inftance 
of  the  author’s  zeal  for  claffical  learn¬ 
ing,  The  eftav  is  compofed  both 
in  Greek  and  Latin,  and  the  ftyle 
is  faid  not  to  fall  fhorr  of  the  age  of 
Politian.  Villa  fpeaks  highly  of 
the  Greek  fathers,  fome  of  whom 
m uft  be  allowed  to  have  written  in 
that  language  with  great  p  rity. — - 
At  Rome  have  been  published, 
“  Ancient  Monuments,  or  a  Col¬ 
lection  of  ancient  Baffo-relievos, 
Egyptian,  Grecian,  Hetrurian,  and 
Roman  Fragments,  representing  re¬ 
ligious  Ceremonies  and  Sacrifices, 
Marriages,  Bacchanalian  Rites, 
Wars,  Battles,  and  other  Objects 
relative  to  the  Hiftory  and  Mytho¬ 
logy  of  thefe  ancient  Nations,  to¬ 
gether  with  Oblervtftions  on  the 
Tafte  and  Manner  of  the  ancient 
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Painters  and  Sculptors,”  The  plated 
contained  in  this  work,  which  are 
two  hundred  in  number,  have  been 
chiefly  engraved  by  M.  Barbault, 
whole  productions  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  efpecially  his  views  of  Rome, 
have  already  made  him  known  to 
the  public.  A  good  tafte  has  been 
displayed  by  him  in  his  choice  and 
manner  of  reprelenting  the  frag¬ 
ments. 

Italy  attends  to  philofophieal  pur- 
fuits,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe,  and  hath  lately 
produced  fome  name.*  of  great  emi¬ 
nence  in  natural  knowledge.  With¬ 
out  charter,  and  without  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  any  public  authority,  the 
principal  Italian  philofophers  have 
formed  a  general  national  fociety, 
which  promiles  not  to  become  be¬ 
hind  other  more  celebrated  inftitu* 
tions.  The  Society  conftfts  of  two 
claftes,  the  Mathematical  and  the 
Philofophieal,  and  tiie  election  of 
improper  members  is  guarded  a- 
gamft  in  the  moft  effectual  manner; 
for  no  perfon  can  be  admitted  with¬ 
out  the  unanimous  confent  of  the 
cl  a  ft  with  which  he  is  defirous  of  be¬ 
ing  incorporated.  Perhaps,  this  is 
laying  down  too  ftriCt  a  rule;  fince 
it  does  not  provide  againft  the  un¬ 
juft  prejudice  which  may  chance  to 
retide  in  the  mind  of  any  ftngie  man* 
It  is  the  defign  of  rhe  Society  to 
publifh  a  volume  every  two  years. 
The  ffr ft  volume,  which  appeared 
in  1782,  contains  twenty-two  Me¬ 
moirs,  by  the  respectable  names  of 
Barletti,  Bulcoivich,  F.  Fontana, 
G.  Fontana,  Landriani,  Mofcati, 
Lorgna,  Morpzzo,  Riccatti,  Saluz- 
zo.  Spallanzani,  Xmienes,  Mala* 
carne,  Maifaiti,  and  Zeviani.rr— 
After  an  interval  of  twelve  years, 
the  fixth  volume  hath  been  publifh- 
ed  of  the  Tran  factions  of  the  Aca« 
demy  of  Sciences  and  Arts  at  Bo- 
Rent*.  To  whatever  caufes  this  toner 
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sntermiflion  be  owing,  the  members 
of  the  Society  have  not,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  been  idle,  fince  there  are 
fufficient  materials  in  hand  for  fe- 
veral  future  volumes.  The  heads 
under  which  the  communications 
are  ranged,  are,  mathematics,  na¬ 
tural  philofopby,  medicine,  che- 
miffiry,  and  natural  hiilory.  An 
account  is  given  of  the  lolfes  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Academy,  in  the  death 
of  fome  of  its  members,  among 
whom  was  the  famous  female  pro- 
feffor,  Laura  Buffi. — A  new  Theo¬ 
ry  of  Logarithms  has  been  printed 
by  Ferronius,  profeffior  of  mathe¬ 
matics  at  Pifa  and  Florence.  Of 
this  we  can  only  fay,  that  it  appears 
to  be  a  very  elaborate  work.  The 
author  is  not  a  ftranger  in  the  ma¬ 
thematical  world,  having  before  dif- 
tinguiffied  himfelf  by  a  learned  pub¬ 
lication  in  this  branch  of  fcience. — 
Fontana’s  Treatife  on  Poifons  is  one 
of  the  moll  curious  productions  in 
experimental  philofophy  which  hath 
lately  appeared.  The  author,  whole 
perfon  and  char  after  are  well  known 
in  this  country,  hath  paid  uncom¬ 
mon  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  A  part 
of  his  oblervations  was  laid  before 
the  Royal  Society  of  London  ;  but 
he  has  now  fo  much  enlarged  his 
materials  as  to  extend  them  to  two 
quarto  volumes.  The  work  is  di¬ 
vided  into  four  parts,  the  fit ii  of 
which  was  publifhed,  in  Italian,  in 
3765,  and  afterwards  tranllated  in¬ 
to  French.  The  philofophical  re- 
fearches  on  the  potion  of  the  viper 
conflitute  the  diftmgu idling  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  prefent  performance. 
It  might  have  received  greater  ad¬ 
vantage  in  point  of  arrangement  ; 
but  fome  defeft  in  this  refpeft  will 
not  prevent  the  general  value  and 
utility  of  M.  Fontana’s  experi¬ 
ments.— -s-With  regard  to  feveral  o- 
ther  works  of  a  philofophical  nature, 
\ve  mud  content  ourfelves  with  bare¬ 


ly  announcing  them  ;  fuch  as  M* 
Pint’s  Mineralogical  Account  of 
the  Mountain  of  St.  Gorhard,  and 
the  adjacent  country  ;  M.  Rofa’s 
“  Extemporaneous  Letters  on  fome 
Phifiological Curiolities Mofcati’s 
and  Landriani’s  Obfervations  and 
Experiments  on  fluid  and  congealed 
Blood,  in  Oppofition  to  M.  Rofa  ; 
ScopoU’s  Tranflation  of  Macquer’s 
Chemical  Dlftionarv;  and  M.  Lupi 
on  the  Fogs  preceding  the  Earth¬ 
quakes.  The  lare  dreadful  earth¬ 
quakes  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  have  of 
courle  given  life  to  various  publica¬ 
tions,  Accounts  of  them  have  been 
written  by  M.  Augufti,  M.  Viven- 
zio,  and  M.  Torcia,  Th  fe  will, 
no  doubt,  be  very  interefting  to  the 
Italians,  and  may  be  read  by  men  of 
curiolity  in  other  countries.  The 
generality  of  Engiifh  readers  will 
be  fatisfied  with  Sir  William  Ha¬ 
milton’s  admirable  Memoir  on  the 
fubjeft.  Mr.  Young,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  retiding  in  Italy,  hath 
taken  occafion,  from  thefe  aw-eful 
events,  to  write  a  Phyfical  Diflerta- 
tion  upon  the  Caufe,  and  the  Con- 
fequences  of  Earthquakes. 

In  Biography  hath  appeared  a  La¬ 
tin  work  of  great  extent,  containing 
the  lives  of  the  Italian  feholars  who 
flourifhed  in  the  feventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries.  Itiscompof- 
ed  by  Fabronius,  curator  of  the  uni- 
verflty  of  Pifa.  The  lives  are  iix- 
ty-three  in  number,  and  fome  of 
them  are  curious  and  interefling.  A 
complete  catalogue  is  given  of  the 
wri lings  of  the  perfons  recorded, 
which  is  an  important  circumffiance 
in  the  accounts  of  learned  men,  and 
without  which,  indeed,  they  wrould 
be  extremely^  imperfeft.  The  pre¬ 
fent  work,  which  forms  a  very  va¬ 
luable  addition  to  literary  hiilory, 
is  comprifed  in  ten  volumes,  oftavo,^ 
and  was  carried  on  from  the  year 
1778  to  the  year  1783. 
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Dr.  Signorelli,  of  Naples,  wrote, 
foine  time  fm.ce,  an  excellent  Criti¬ 
cal  Hiftory  of  the  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  Theatre.  But  his  account  of 
the  theatrical  reprefentations  in 
Spain  being  efteemed  erroneous  and 
defective,  it  was  attacked  by  the 
Abbe  Saverio  Larnpillas.  In  an 
anfwer  to  this  attack,  M.  Signo¬ 
relli  has  entered  into  a  full  dilcuf- 
fion  of  whatever  relates  to  the  Spa¬ 
in  (h  ftage,  and  treated  on  the  fub- 
jedt  with  learning,  elegance,  and 
moderation. — M.  Arteaga,  an  ex- 
Jefuit  of  Madrid,  has  pubiifhed,  at 
Bologna,  the  fir  ft  volume  of  the 
6t  Revolutions  of  the  Mu  iicalTheatre 
of  Italy,”  from  its  origin  to  the 
prefent  time.  In  an  age  devoted  to 
mafic,  an  hiftory  of  this  kind,  and 
which  is  fpoken  of  with  much  com¬ 
mendation,  cannot  fail  of  being  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  a  great  number  of  rea¬ 
der-,. —It  is  worthy  of  no' ice,  that 
Charles  the  Firft  of  England  has 
been  deemed,  in  Italy,  a  proper 
fubjefl  for  a  tragedy,  written  by 
Signor  Mo  re  fob  i ,  What  is  more 
remarkable,  this  tragedy  hath  been 
fudged  to  be  a  fuitable  exhibition  at 
the  nuptials  of  a  friend  Stories  fo 
recent  feldom  appear  to  much  ad¬ 
vantage  in  theatrical  compofition 
and  reprefentation  ;  though  our  in¬ 
genious  countryman,  Mr.  Hayley, 
much  to  his  own  honour,  has  late¬ 
ly  difplayed  a  fuccefsful  inftance  to 
thecontrary.-— Pignotti’sNovelsand 
Fables,  of  which  a  fecond  edition 
has  been  publifhed  at  Florence, 
will  furnifh  art  agreeable  entertain¬ 
ment  to  the  lovers  of  Italian  poet¬ 
ry.  Though  the  author  has  availed 
himfelf  of  preceding  writers,  he  has 
enriched  his  work  with  new  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  own,  which  do 
honour  to  his  invention,  tafte,  and 
humour,*' — We  fit  all  conclude  our 
account  of  the  literature  of  Italy, 
with  juft  mentioning  the  fine  edi¬ 


tions  of  Metaftafio’s  works,  now 
completed,  both  in  quarto  ami 
odtavo.  The  plates  are  executed 
by  the  great  artifts  in  England, 
Fiance,  and  Spain,  among  whom 
Bartolozzi  lhines  with  diftinguifhed 
iuftre. 

With  refpedt  to  the  ftate  of  lite¬ 
rature  in  France,  in  the  year  1783, 
the  publications  of  that  country 
have  been  fo  numerous,  that  fhould 
yve  attempt  to  give  a  diftindf  account 
of  all  of  them  which  may  be  thought 
worthy  of  notice,  we  lhouid  extend 
this  article  to  an  undue  length. 
Some,  therefore,  muft  be  wholly 
omitted,  and  others  barely  announc¬ 
ed  ;  in  doing  which  we  (hall  the 
more  readily  be  excufed,  as  the  va¬ 
rious  productions  of  the  French  lan¬ 
guage  are  of  eafier  accefs  to  Eng- 
lifh  readers,  and  better  underftood 
by  them,  than  the  books  which  are 
written  in  the  reft  of  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

in  oriental  learning,  the  Koran 
of  Mahomet  has  been  mandated 
from  the  original  Arabic,  intoFrencb, 
by  M.  Savary.  The  tranilation 
was  made  in  Egypt,  under  the  eyes 
of  the  Arabs,  whofe  converfation 
was  greatly  cultivated  by  M.  Sa¬ 
vary,  that  he  might  obtain  from 
themfelves  a  more  complete  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  manners  and  cuftoms. 
The  life  of  Mahomet  is  judieioully 
fele&ed  from  the  heft  Arabic  writ¬ 
ers,  and  affords  an  entertaining  nar¬ 
rative.  In  the  tranllation  fidelity  is 
faid  to  be  united  with  elegance. 
But  the  merit  of  the  book,  however 
great,  can  be  of  no  confequence  in 
England,  where  we  have  fo  long 
been  in  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Sale’s  ac¬ 
curate  verfion,  together  with  his  ad¬ 
mirable  preliminary  difeourfe, which 
contains  all  the  information  that 
can  be  defired  concerning  the  re¬ 
ligion,  laws,  and  cuftoms  of  the 
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Arabians ;  fo  far,  at  leaft,  as  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  ill uFbrate  the  Koran. 

M.  Rochefort,  who  fome  time 
fince  publifhed  a  Poetical  Tranfla¬ 
tion  of  Homer’s  Iliad,  of  which  he 
hath  recently  given  a  fecond  edi¬ 
tion,  has  now  completed  the  Odyf- 
fey  in  a  feparate  volume.  As  the 
Teriioii  is  executed  with  cafe  and 
elegance,  it  cannot  fail  to  pleafe 
readers  of  tafle,  and  efpecialiy  thofe 
who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
original.  In  many  cafes,  M.  Roche¬ 
fort  is  thought  to  have  adhered 
more  to  the  fimpie  manner  of  Ho¬ 
mer  than  hath  been  done  by  Pope. 
That  Pope  hath  loll  fight  of  the 
old  Grecian  bard,  hath  frequently 
been  remarked  by  critics,  and  we 
sire  fully  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  the 
obfervation.  Nevertbeleis,  it  may 
be  quefiionfid  whether  the  Englifli 
poet  was  not  right  in  accommodating 
his  verfion,  in  a  certain  degree,  to 
modern  ideas  and  manners.  The 
tranflators  who  have  endeavoured 
to  introduce  Homer  to  ua,  in  what 
they  deemed  his  genuine  fimplicity, 
have  not  been  very  popular ;  nor  is 
it  likely  that  they  (hould  be  gene¬ 
rally  acceptable,  unlefs,  while  they 
prefer ved  the  fimplicity  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  they  could  attain,  at  the  fame 
time,  its  matchlcfs  excellencies  and 
graces.  M.  Rochefort  has  recom¬ 
mended  his  work  by  inferring,  at 
the  head  of  each  book,  prints  of  the 
bed  gems  relative  to  the  iubjebt. — 
The  Abbe  Auger  has  obliged  his 
countrymen,  by  translating  into 
French  the  whole  works  of  Lylias. 
With  the  tranflation  a  preliminary 
difeourfe  is  given,  and  a  critical 
diflertation  concerning  the  weceflity 
and  the  true  method  of  correcting 
and  reflating  the  ancient  texts.  On 
the  merit  of  this  publication  we  need 
not  expatiate,  as  the  Abbe  is  well 
known  to  poflefs  all  the  talents  which 
were  requiiue  to  enable  him  to  execute 


his  undertaking  in  the  bell  manner* 
His  defign  in  trail  flat  mg  Lyfias  Is 
excellent;  being  to  exhibit  a  model 
of  that  noble  fimplicity  which  is 
effential  to  true  eloquence,  in  op¬ 
position  to  that  affected,  ft u died,  and 
artificial  manner  of  writing  which 
he  acknowledges  to  prevail  too  much 
among  the  French  orators,  both  at 
the  bar  and  in  the  pulpit.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Abbe  Auger’s 
countrymen  will  profit  by  his  judi¬ 
cious  inftm&ions. — To  M.  Camus 
the  literary  world  is  indebted  for 
Ariftotle’s  Hiftory  of  Animals,  in 
Greek,  accompanied  with  a  French 
tranflation.  This  work  of  Ariflotle 
is  juflly  regarded  as  one  of  the  moil 
extraordinary  productions  of  anti¬ 
quity.  Though  written  fo  many 
ages  ago,  the  bed  modern  natural- 
ills  look  to  it  with  refpcbl  and  ad¬ 
miration.  In  the  pro  lent  edition, 
the  Greek  text  is  exhibited  in  a  cor- 
re£l  and  elegant  form,  and  the  ver- 
fion  is  the  reftiit  of  a  faithful  and 
diligent  attention  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
original.  M.  Camus,  in  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  diflertation,  befides  giving  a 
proper  account  of  the  nature  and 
value  ot  the  labour  he  has  employ¬ 
ed,  hath  made  learned  obfer various 
on  the  genius  of  Ariflotle,  and  the 
diilinguiihing  char  abler  of  his  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Animals.  Notice  is,  like- 
wife,  taken  of  the  different  editions 
of  the  work,  and  of  the  libraries 
wherein  manuferipts  of  it,  which 
are  but  few,  are  to  be  found.  To 
the  fecond  volume,  which  is  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  notes,  is  prefixed  an  in¬ 
troductory  difeourfe,  containing  a 
fliort  narrative  of  the  progrefs  of 
natural  hiftory,  from  the  time  of 
Ariflotle  to  the  prefent  period  /  and 
an  examination  of  the  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  from  what 
the  ancients  have  left  us  on  this 
branch  of  knowledge.  In  fliort,  M, 
Camus’s  publication  is  one  of  tire 
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irtoft  important  Cervices- that  has  been 
rendered  to  found  literature  during 
the  courfe  of  the  year.— —An  elegant 
edition  of  Phaedrus’s  five  Books  of 
Fables  has  been  prefen  ted  to  the 
friends  of  learning  by  the  Abbe 
Brotier.  But  it  is  not  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  beauty  of  the  types  alone, 
though' its  merit  is  great  in  that  ref- 
ped.  It  po  defies  every  advantage 
by  palling  under  the  hands  of  the 
Abbe,  who  has  already  fo  eminently 
dilhnguifhed  him 'elf  by  his  Taci  tus 
and  his  Pliny.  Bv  the  aids  he  has 
received,  and  by  the  exercife  of  his 
own  ingenuity  and  diligence,  M« 
Brotier  has  arranged  the  five  books 

Lj 

ot  Fables  fh  better  order,  and  has 
exhibited  the  text  in  fo  pure  and 
correct  a  Bate,  that  ir  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  the  ftandard  in  future  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Roman  fabulift.  The 
notes  are  fucii  as  they  oiurnt  to  be, 
not  accumulated  by  learned  pedant¬ 
ry,  without  reafon  or  without  mea- 
fure.  which  hath  often  been  the 
cafe.  The  Abbe  hath  added  fu>p- 
plements,  to  complete  the  fables 
that  have  been  mutilated  in  their 
defeent  to  modern  times.  Several 
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other  things  are  fubjoined  to  the 
work,  in  confequence  of  which  it 
appears  to  the  public  eye  with  all 
pollible  advantage.— -In  connection 
with  philological  and  claffical  learn¬ 
ing,  we  {hall  barely  mention,  tho’ 
they  might  deferve  a  larger  diferi- 
minatioii,  Count  de  Saint  Cyr’s 
“  Compendious  Views  of  the  Ge¬ 
nius, 'Military  Discipline,  and  Tac¬ 
tics  of  the  Egyptians,  the  Greeks, 
the  Kings  of  Alia,  the  Carthagini¬ 
ans,  and  the  Romans M.  Le 
Roy’s  44  Account  of  ancient  Na¬ 
vies;5’  44  Letters  written  by  the 
Abbe  de  St.  L-'"**  of  SoifTons  to 
the  Baron  de  H***,  concerning  fe- 
veral  rare  Editions  of  the  fifteenth 
Century;”  and  the  Abbe  Mablv’s 
t(f  Two  Dialogues  concerning  the 
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Manner  ofwriting  Hi  dory  ”  Of  theffe 
Dialogues  we  have  given  a  particu¬ 
lar  character,  under  the  department 
of  Domeftic  Literature.  We  {hall 
here  add,  Count  de  Choifeui-Gouf- 
fier  s  twelfth  number  of  44  Voyages 
through  different  Parts  of  Greece, 
iiluftrated  by  a  Series  of  Engrav¬ 
ing's.”  Befides  admiring  the  noble 
remains  of  ancient  art  that  are  ex¬ 
hibited  in  this  fplendid  work,  the 
reader  will  he  ft  ruck  with  the  ardent 
zeal  which  the  Count  exp  relies  for 
the  liberty  of  the  Greeks,  and  will 
wifn  that  the  attainment  of  it  were 
as  practicable  as  is  Imped  by  the 
worthy  and  warm-hearted  author. 

fo  the  great  objeCts  of  natural 
and  expei  1  mental  phdoiophy  no  na— 
t!on  aPP]*8s  with  a  more  ardent  zeal 
than  Fiance,  and  the  figure  it  makes 
in  this  refpeCt  is  very  eminent.  The 
philofophical  publications  of  the 
year  1783  have,  indeed,  been  fo. 
numet ous,  tnat  it  will  not  be  mouc 
power  to  pay  to  al!  of  them  that 
tnbute  of  applaufe  they  may  de¬ 
ferve.  1  he  grand  work  of  the  En- 
eye  loped  ie  is  in  tne  firft  place  erv- 
titled  to  our  regard  It  js  well 
known  that  this  noble  underrakino- 
is  now  carrying  on  in  a  new  and  imt 
proved  form.  The  delign  is  to  di, 
geft  and  methodize  the  former  En¬ 
cyclopedic  into  twenty-feven  regular 
dutionai  ies,  each  Icieiice  and  art 
being  d iff i nClly  given  in  feparato- 
alphabets.  This  is  to  be  done  by 
men  of  the  firft  reputation  in  every 
fu ant h  of  learning,  and  with  con,'* 
fide  table  alterations  and  additions. 
There  will  be  two  editions  of  the’ 
ivoik,  one  in  cyuaito,  and  the  other* 
in  octavo  ;  but  the. plates,  the  nUm, 
bet  of  which  will  be  fomewhat  re- 
duced,  will  only  be  publiflied  in 
quarto.  Of  this  fcheme,  which  is 
executing  with  as  much  rapidity  as 
could  be  expetfed,  we  {hall  have  oc- 
caiion  to  fpeak  more  at  large,  when 
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it  approaches  nearer  to  its  comple¬ 
tion.  The  Royal  Academies  of 
Sciences  and  of  Infcriptions  and 
Belles  Lett  res  have  not,  we  believe, 
given  any  of  their  memoirs  to  the 
public  in  1783.  But  a  volume  hath 
appeared  from  the  Academy  of  Di¬ 
jon  ;  and  feveral  of  the  papers  con¬ 
tained  in  it  are  curious  and  impor¬ 
tant.  The  communicators  are  Mor- 
veau,  Maret,  Roger,  Gauthey, 
Cbattffier,  Durande,Champv,  Mont- 
beillard,  Parurnot,  and  Willemet, 
Motif.  Maret,  who  is  perpetual  le- 
cretary  to  the  Academy,  hath  di* 
ff'mguifhed  him  fell'  by  the  number 
of  his  contributions,  and  by  his  ac¬ 
tive  zeal  in  promoting  the  laudable 
purpofes  of  the  inilitution. —  The 
humour  of  framing  new  coimogo- 
nies,  which  has  fo  often  employed 
fpeculative  men,  both  in  ancient  and 
modern  times,  has  not  yet  ceafed. 
This  difpofition  is  ifrongly  difplayed 
in  the  Cofmological  Syftem  of  Na¬ 
tural  Phiiofophy,  by  Meflieursde  Ma¬ 
ri  vetz  and  Gouffier.  It  is  Monl. 
Marivetz  who  takes  the  lead  in  the 
bufinefs.  The  work  is  allowed  to 
be  ingenious,  learned,  and  inte  refl¬ 
ing  ;  but  how  far  the  hypothetical 
part  of  it  is  capable  of  being  ra¬ 
tionally  fupported,  it  is  not  in  our 
power,  at  prefent,  to  determine. — 
M.  Carra  hath  publifhed  the  fourth 
volume  of  his  44  New  Principles  of 
Natural  Phiiofophy, ’’  adorned  with 
cuts,  and  dedicated  to  the  prince  ot 
Pruffia.  The  author  is  a  bold  ad¬ 
venturer  in  the  way  of  hypothecs, 
and  appears  to  have  let  his  imagina¬ 
tion  run  fafter  than  reafon  and  ex¬ 
periment  will  juftity.  M.  Carra, 
in  his  own  opinion,  hath  performed 
wonders  with  his  elementary  fluid  ; 
but  he  would  have  aClcd  a  wifer  part 
if  he  had  trodden  in  the  fober  flops 
of  the  Franklins,  the.  Prieftleys,  the 
CavendiQies,  and  the  Kirwans,  of 
the  age. — The  4<  Philofophical  Ef- 
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fays  on  the  Manners  of  feveral  fo¬ 
reign  Animals,”  are  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  an  anotlymous  writer,  who 
hath  palled  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
life  in  India,  as  an  officer  in  the 
French  king’s  fervicc,  and  who  hath 
made  long  and  frequent  voyages  in 
Alia.  His  turn  of  mind  engaged 
him  to  employ  his  leifure  hours  in 
the  fludy  of  human  and  animal  na¬ 
ture,  efpecially  the  latter.  Many 
of  his  remarks  are  curious  and 
entertaining ;  but  he  is  not  the 
fir  11  naturalift,  who,  in  his  deferip- 
tions  of  animals,  bath  paid  a  pe¬ 
culiar  attention  to  their  difpofitions 
and  characters.  The  great  Buffo n 
hath  gone  before  him  with  eminent 
fuccefs  in  this  beautiful  fubjeCt  of 
enquiry.  Neverthelefs,  our  author 
has  a  number  of  new  and  ingenious 
obfervations  ;  and  his  account  of 
the  manners,  characters,  and  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  monkeys  affords  an  un¬ 
common  degree  ot  inflruCHon  and 
amufement.  It  is  the  writer’s  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  ouran-outang  belongs 
to  the  loweff  clals  of  human  beings. 
But  the  contrary  has  been  fo  well 
afeertained  by  M.  Buffon  and  pro- 
feffor  Camper,  that  every  judicious 
reader  muff  be  a  convert  to  their  ar¬ 
guments.  Lord  Monboddo,  in¬ 
deed,  will  rejoice  to  be  fupported 
by  the  fentiments  of  the  prefent  au¬ 
thor,  as  the  humanity  of  the  ouran- 
outangs  conllitutes  an  effential  part 
of  his  metaphylical  fyftem.-— M, 
Roma’  de  L’llle,  who,  in  1772, 
publifhed  a  cryftallography,  which 
was  well  received,  has  now  enlarged 
his  work  into  four  oClavo  volumes. 
It  is  entitled  44  Cryftallography,  or 
a  Defcription  of  the  Forms  peculiar 
to  all  the  Bodies  of  the  Mineral 
Kingdom,  in  their  State  of  Saline, 
Stoney,  or  Metallic  Combination,” 
and  is  illuftrated  with  figures,  and 
fynon  cal  tables  of  all  known  cry- 
flal;  thi§  publication  the  au¬ 
thor 
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%b6\:  hath  found  means  to  include 
almoft  every  thing  relating  to  mi¬ 
nerals  ;  and  he  even  takes  a  curiory 
view  of  thofe  bodies  which,  with¬ 
out  being  cryftallized,  appear  un¬ 
der  a  polygonal  form.  The  work, 
therefore,  comprehends  lithology, 
whilff:  it  exhibits  as  complete  a 
cryftallography  as  the  prefent 
knowledge  of  the  fubjetf  will  admit. 
— The  abbe  Bertholan  Lazare’s 
Treatife,  concerning  the  Electricity 
of  Vegetables,  is  a  production  which 
is  entitled  to  peculiar  attention.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  very  ingenious  and 
valuable  performance.  Whilil  the 
author  has  availed  him  felt  of  what 
has  been  advanced  by  preceding 
writers,  he  has  added  to  the.  ftock 
of  knowledge  by  many  new  observ¬ 
ations,  and  has  enlarged  the  lphere 
of  ufeful  purpofes  to  which  electri¬ 
city  may  be  applied.— It  was  im- 
poffible  that  the  air-balloons  fhould 
avoid  giving  rife  to  various  publica¬ 
tions.  Of  M.  de  St.  Fond's  De~ 
fcnpuon  of  Experiments  with  the 
Aerobatic  Machine,  an  account  has 
been  inferred  in  our  Philofophical 
Papers.  Obfervations  on  the  fame 
fubjeCt  have  been  publifhed  by 
count  Milly.  The  count  is  fenfible 
of  the  dangers  to  which  theft  won¬ 
derful  experiments  are  liable,  and  is 
foiicitous  for  contriving  methods  to 
render  them  more  eafy  and  Secure. 
It  is  not  improbable,  but  that  fome 
unlucky  accidents  may,  at  length, 
bring  the  air-balloons  into  difrepu- 
tationv— With  regard  to  feveral  o- 
ther  productions  of  the  philofophical 
kind,  it  mult  fuffice  us  to  announce 
them.  Thefe  are  M.  Barral’s 
44  Dilfertation  concerning  the  Na¬ 
tural  Hi  dory  of  the  I (land  of  Cor- 
iica;*5’  M.  Dupre  de  St.  Maur’s 
“  EfFay  on  the  Advantages  that  may 
be  expeCled  from  the  Cultivation  of 
Tobacco  inGuienne;”  the  “-Ve¬ 
terinarian  Almanack  ;**  the  Abbe 
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Rozier’s  “  Complete  Courfe  of  A- 
griculture  the  Abbe  Tefiier’s 
“  Treatife  on  the  Diforders  of 
Corn;”  and  the  Abbe  Rochon’s 
44  Collection  of  Memoirs,  relative  to 
Mechanics  and  Pitches.” 

A  great  work  hath  lately  been, 
completed  at  Paris,  entitled  an 
44  IJniverfal  and  Scientific  Reper¬ 
tory  of  Civil,  Criminal,  Canon,  and 
Beneficiary  Jurifprudence.”  It  hath 
been  compoled  by  feveral  lawyers, 
and  digefted  and  publifhed  by  M» 
Guyot,  The  whole  comprizes  iixty- 
four  oCtHvo  volumes,  and  is  ranged 
in  alphabetical  order.  As  it  relates 
chiefly  to  French  jurifprudence,  the 
utility  of  it  will  not  extend  much  be¬ 
yond  the  country  in  which  it  was 
produced. 

In  hiftorical  writing,  France  has 
by  no  means  diftinguuhed  itfelf,  in 
the  year  1783,  by  fuch  excellent 
performances  as  have  appeared  in 
England.  The  44  Hiftory  of  Francis 
the  Second,  King  of  France,”  is 
confined  to  too  thort  a  period  to  be 
of  the  fir  ft  importance.  It  is  nor, 
however,  deftirute  of  interefting  e- 
vents.  The  reign  of  Francis  the 
Second,  though  it  did  not  continue 
two  years,  was  a  bu fy  one  :  the 
characters  that  figured  in  it  were 
rendered  ftriking  by  the  magnitude 
either  of  their  virtues  or  their  vices ; 
and  the  tranfadtions  that  followed 
were  of  great  moment.  There  is 
added  to  the  prefent  work  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  a  difcourfe,  written  in  Ita¬ 
lian,  by  a  Venetian  ambaifador, 
concerning  the  ftate  of  France  at 
the  accellion  of  Charles  the  Ninth 
to  the  throne.  Though  the  account 
of  Francis  appears  to  be  drawn  from 
authentic  materials,  and  is  written 
in  a  fufficiently  agreeable  manner, 
we  do  not  perceive  the  immediate 
neceifify  or  the  eminent  utility  of 

the  publication  - - The  hiftory  of 

Hyder  All  Khan,  relates  to  a  per- 

fon 
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fon  who  hath  recently  (hone  with 
fuch  tuftre  in  the  eaftern  world,  that 
a  faithful  narrative  of  his  tranfac* 
tions  cannot  fail  of  highly  gratify¬ 
ing  the  curiofity  of  the  public.  If 
credit  is  to  he  given  to  the  title  page 
of  this  work,  it  is  written  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  was  general  of  fen  thou- 
l  fand  men  in  the  Mogul  empire,  and 
formerly  commandant  and  chief  of 
the  artillery  in  Hyder  All's  army. 
The  book  profeffes  to  be  genuine, 
and  is  underflood  to  be  fuch.  As  an 
Engiifh  tranflation  of  it  has  been 
publifhed,  we  ihall  conftder  it  more 
particularly  under  the  Domeftic  Li¬ 
terature  of  the  next  year. 

In  geography  hath  appeared  the 
firft  volume  of  a  44  Geometrical  De- 
fcription  of  France,”  by  M.  Cafn>i 
de  Thury,  accompanied  with  a  large 
map.  This,  after  a  long  interval, 
is  faid  to  be  part  of  the  reftult  of  an 
undertaking  fir  ft  encouraged  by  Col¬ 
bert.  The  prefent  work  contains 
the  meafurement  of  near  eight  hun¬ 
dred  great  triangles  in  France.  Sn 
the  fecond  volume  will  be  many  o- 
ther  materials,  tending  to  complete 
the  defign  of  a  general  and  accurate 
map  of  that  country.  It  is  to  be 
wifhed  that  fomething  of  the  fame 
kind  were  done,  by  public  authori¬ 
ty,  with  regard  to  England. — -M. 
Mentelle’s  “  Comparative  Geogra¬ 
phy  ;  or,  Analyfts  of  the  Ancient 
and  Modern  Geography  of  all  Coun¬ 
tries  and  of  all  Ages,”  is  a  progref- 
five  undertaking.  The  volume  now 
published  extend®  only  to  Spain. — - 
In  confequence  of  the  alii  ftance  which 
the  author  has  received  from  the 
learned  in  that  kingdom,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  render  his  work  more 
complete  than  any  other  perform¬ 
ance  upon  the  lubject. 

With  refpect  to  biography,  the 
New  Hiftorical  Didtionaiy,  in  eight 
volumes  octavo,  by  a  fociety  of  men 
of  letters,  deierves  particularly  to 


be  mentioned.  This  edition  of  the 
dictionary  is  the  fifth  ;  but  it  is  in- 
creafed  by  two  volumes  wholly  new, 
and  the  miftakes  of  the  former  pub¬ 
lication  are  corrected.  The  prefent 
work  is  confldered  as  fuperior  to  that 
of  M.FAdvocat;  and  the  accounts 
of  the  learned  men  of  France  are 
faid  to  be  drawn  up  with  peculiar  ac¬ 
curacy. — Several  Angle  lives  have 
appeared  in  France,  which  are  thofe 
of  Andrew  Dona,  by  M.  Richer; 
Michael  de  R niter,  by  the  fame; 
Profper  Lambertini,  pope  of  Rome^ 
under  the  name  of  Benedict  the 
Fourteenth,  by  M.  Caraccioli  ;  Da¬ 
niel  Bernoulli,  by  the  Marquis  de 
Condorcet ;  and  M.  Turgot,  by  an 
anonymous  author.  M.  Richer  has 
formed  the  defign  of  pub  idling  ac¬ 
counts  of  themoft  eminent  fea  com¬ 
manders.  His  lives  of  John  Bart, 
Barbiroila,  and  Tourville,  appear¬ 
ed  before  the  year  1783.  His  next 
publication  will  be  the  life  of  Du- 
quefne.  M.  Richer  is  more  dlftin- 
gu idled  by  the  correcfnefs  of  his 
facts  than  by  the  elegance  of  his 
competition. 

I11  voyages  and  travels,  France 
has  been  fuffipently  productive  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  The  u  Letters  con¬ 
cerning  a  journey  to  Rome  in  the 
Year  1773,”  are  upon  a  fubject 
concerning  which  the  publications 
are  uncommonly  numerous.  Every 
ingenious  traveller  has,  however, 
fomething  new  to  offer ;  and  this  is" 
the  cafe  with  the  prefent  writer, 
whole  deferiptions  are  lively,  and 
whofe  obfervations  and  reflections 
difeover  a  penetrating  mind.— M. 
Deodat  de  Dolomieu,  in  his  Voyage 
to  the  Iflands  of  the  Llpari,  hath 
gone  upon  ground  far  lefts  trodden. 
Flis  principal  object  has  been  to  col¬ 
lect  materials  for  a  hiftory  of  vol¬ 
canos. — The  44  New  Voyage  to  the 
South  Sea,”  undertaken  by  M.  Ma¬ 
rion,  and  after'  the  death  of  this 

commander 
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Commander  in  chief,  continued  by 
M=  Ductefmeur,  will  'excite  the 
greater  attention  at  this  time,  as 
part  of  the  courfe  was  the  fame  with 
captain  Cook’s.  M.  Marion  met, 
likewife,  a  iimilar  fate  with  that  of 
Our  great  Englidi  navigator.— The 
Letters  inftruetive  and  curious,  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  foreign  millions,  are  fup- 
plemental  to  a  work  which  has  long 
been  carrying  on.  A  new  edition 
of  that  work  has  lately  been  printed, 
and  the  prefent  publication,  which 
contains  lev  era!  important  pieces 
hitherto  unknown,  makes  the  fif¬ 
teenth  and  fifteenth  volumes  or  the 
•undertaking. — The  64  Memoirs  con¬ 
cerning  the  Hi  dory,  Sciences,  Arts, 
Manners  and  Cu horns  of  the  Chi- 
nefe,”  by  the  miffionaries  of  Pekin, 
conllitute  the  ninth  volume,  in 
quarto,  of  the  collection.  1  his 
work  affords  a  prodigious  variety  of 
information,  relative  to  the  empire 
of  China.  Some  of  the  papers  are 
extremely  valuable,  but  others,  as 
might  be  expected  in  fo  large  a  heap 
of  matter,  mu  ft  be  very  urdntered- 
ing  to  the  generality  of  readers. 
The  whole  deb  gn  is  to  be  accom- 
p'ilhed  in  the  tenth  volume.  A  more 
authentic,  accurate,  and  complete 
life  of  Confucius  than  has  yet  ap¬ 
peared,  is  promifed  by  M.  Afniot, 
one  of  the  miilionaries.  - —  Another 
publication  with  regard  to  the  eaf- 
tern  world  is  M.  Sonncrat’s  Voyage 
to  the  Eafi  Indies  and  to  China.  It 
is  what  relates  to  natural  hi  (lory  that 
will  give  to  this  work  its  principal 
recom  mendation ;  for  the  writer’s 
informations  oi  a  different  kind  con- 
fid  of  facts  which  have  been  more 
agreeably  communicated  by  various 
authors.— The  piCturefque  Voyage 
to  the  I  (lands  of  Sicily,  Malta,  and 
Lipari,  which  is  publifhed  in  num¬ 
bers,  will  afford  an  elegant  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  lovers  of  art.  One 
advantage  p ode fled  by  the  voyager 
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is,  that  he  hath  been  where  others 
had  not  been,  and  that  he  has  dc- 
feribed  a  number  of  objects  which, 
others  had  omitted. 

Without  pretending  to  enter,  at 
large,  into  the  mifcellaneous  lite¬ 
rary  productions  of  France,  which 
in  fuch  a  country  mud  be  very 
numerous  and  divetdfied,  vve  dial! 
only  take  notice  of  a  few  produc¬ 
tions.  Some  podhumous  works  o£ 
Montefquieu  have  appeared,  pro- 
felling,  though  falfely,  to  be  print¬ 
ed  in  London.  The  volume  con  lids 
of  four  articles  :  A r faces  and  Ifme- 
nia,  a  political  novel ;  a  Diicourfe 
on  the  Reftoration  of  the  Parliament 
of  Bonrdeaux,  in  1723;  Co nii der¬ 
ations  on  the  Caufes  of  the  Pleafure 
we- derive  from  the  Works  of  Genius 
and  the  productions  of  the  fine  Arts; 
and  a  (ketch  of  an  Hidoneal  Eloge 
of  the  Marfhal  Berwick.  Any  ge¬ 
nuine  remains  of  fo  great  a  man  will 
in  Come  degree  be  interefting  to  the 
public. — M,  Servan,  in  his  T lluR ra¬ 
tions  of  the  character  and  Writings  of 
John  James  Roufleau,  has  candidly 
appreciated  the  merit  of  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  genius.  The  author  has 
been  careful  to,  difplay  his  own  elo¬ 
quence,  Vvhiid  he  does  judiee  to 
that  of  Rondeau. — The  “  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Pleadings  and  of  Oratorical 
Difcourfes,”  intended  as  examples 
for  young  men,  and  to  be  complet¬ 
ed  in  three  volumes,  may  be  ulefui 
to  the  end  for  which  it  is  defigned. — 
King  Lear  has  been  the  fubjedt  of  a 
tragedy  in  France.  We  hazard  no¬ 
thing!  n  faying  that  it  is  not  equal 
to  the  Lear  of  Shakfpeare.  This 
play  has,  however,  met  with  great 
approbation  from  the  Parifmns. — 
Paris,  we  know,  abounds  with  no¬ 
vels  ;  and  mod  of  them,  like  thofe  in 
our  own  country,  are  too  infignificant 
to  be  mentioned.  An  exception  mud 
be  made  in  favour  of  “  The  Un¬ 
known  Idand,  or  Memoirs  of  the 

Chevalier 
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Chevalier  de  GaAines,,,  publifhed 
by  M.  Grivel.  This  novel  has,  in 
various  refpedts,  a  refemblan.ee  to 
Daniel  Defoe’s  Robinfon  Crufoe, 
and  is  calculated  to  anfjver  fome  of 
the  fame  inftru&ive  purpofes. 

Concerning  the  literature  of  Spain, 
our  information  is  but  imperfect. 
There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  know¬ 
ledge  and  tafle  are  reviving  in  that 
kingdom  ;  one  proof  of  which  is, 
that,  of  late  years,  there  have  been 
frequent  orders  from  thence  for  the 
flneil  editions  of  the  capital  claffical 
works  which  have  been  fold  at  the  great 
auctions  of  books  in  England,  We 
know,  likewife,  that,  not  long  fince, 
a  very  fplendid  edition  of  Don  Quix¬ 
ote  has  appeared  in  Spain,  which, 
by  an  unfortunate  colli  lion  of  cir- 
cumflances,  has  been  hurtful  to  the 
difpofal  of  Mr.  Bowie’s  excellent 
4  publication  of  that  delightful  au¬ 
thor. — u  Mulic,  a  Poem,”  by  Yri- 
arte,  and  u  Literary  Fables,”  by 
the  fame  gentleman,  both  of  them 
printed  at  Madrid,  are  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  an  ingenious  young  man, 
who  hath  fhewn  that  the  genuine 
ipirit  of  poetry  has  not  departed 
from  his  country. — Some  few  years 
ago  a  collection  was  publiflied,  by 
D.  Juan  jofeph  Lopes  de  Sedano,  in 


nine  volumes,  odlavo,  of  the  befl 
pieces  of  Spanifh  poetry,  which  are 
of  a  moderate  length,  from  the  works 
of  the  authors  who  flourifhed  from 
the  beginning  of  the  fixtcenth  to  the 
middle  of  the  fevemeenth  century. 
Another  collection  of  Spa nilh poems, 
tranflated  into  Italian  verfe,  has  re¬ 
cently  been  made  by  the  Conde  de 
Juan  Bautifla  Conti.  This  public 
cation,  which  is  in  two  volumes  qc- 
tavo,  and  intended  to  be  continued, 
contains  many  valuable  pieces,  and 
will  not  a  little  gratify  thofe  lovers 
of  poetry,  who  are  mailers  of  the 
languages  both  of  Italy  and  Spain. 
— At  Cadiz,  a  Memoir  has  appear¬ 
ed  in  French,  written  by  the  Che¬ 
valier  D’Arcon,  the  inventor  of  the 
floating  batteries,  tending  to  illufl- 
rate  the  hiilory  of  the  late  fiege  of 
Gibraltar.  The  j  unification  of  the 
Chevalier  is  the  chief  detign  of  the 
tra£t.  Another  book  has  likewife 
been  publiflied,  at  the  fame  place, 
entitled,  “  A  Hiflory  of  the  Siege 
of  Gibraltar,  by  an  Officer  in  the 
French  army.”  Both  thefe perform¬ 
ances  will  be  ufeful  in  throwing 
light  upoh  an  event  which  has  given 
rile  to  prodigies  of  valour,  and 
which  will  for  ever  reflect  glory  on 
Britifh  wifdom  and  on  Britifh  cou- 
rage. 
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